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SUBJECT: ACTI ON MEMORANDUM  AUTHORI ZATI ON TO PROCEED W TH AN | NI TI AL REMEDI AL MEASURE (I RM AT THE FOREST
WASTE DI SPOSAL SI TE, GENESEE COUNTY, M CH GAN

FROM BASI L G CONSTANTELGCS, DI RECTOR
WASTE MANAGEMENT DI VI SI ON

TQ VALDAS V. ADAMWKUS
REG ONAL ADM NI STRATOR

PURPCSE

THE PURPCSE OF TH S ACTI ON MEMORANDUM | S TO REQUEST AUTHCRI ZATI ON TO CONDUCT AN I NI TI AL REMEDI AL MEASURE AT
THE FOREST WASTE DI SPCSAL SI TE IN FOREST TOMNSH P, M CH GAN. THE M CH GAN DEPARTMVENT CF NATURAL RESOURCES
(MDNR) SUPPORTS THE PROPCSED ACTI VI TIES, AND HAS AGREED TO PROVI DE THE TEN PERCENT MATCH AS REQUI RED FOR THE
COST OF TH 'S PRAJECT. THE UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY (U.S. EPA) WLL BE THE LEAD AGENCY
FOR TH S PRQJECT.

#SH
BACKGROUND

THIS SITE IS ON THE NATI ONAL PRI ORI TI ES LI ST DATED AUGUST 1983. FCOREST WASTE DI SPCSAL |S LOCATED IN A RURAL,
RESI DENTI AL AREA | N THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF FOREST TOMSHI P, GENESEE COUNTY, M CH GAN. TH S LOCATION IS
APPROXI MATELY 12 M LES NORTHEAST OF FLI NT, AND APPROXI MATELY 2 M LES NORTHWEST OF THE CI TY CF OTl SVI LLE.

FOREST WASTE DI SPCSAL | S A CLOSED, 15- ACRE LANDFI LL WHI CH WAS LI CENSED FROM 1972 TO 1978 TO ACCEPT GENERAL
REFUSE AND | NDUSTRI AL WASTES, ALTHOUGH A TOTAL OF 112 ACRES BELONG TO THE OMNER.  THE LANDFILL IS FAIRLY WVELL
COVERED, ALTHOUGH REFUSE AND ABOUT 200 RUSTY DRUMS ARE EXPOSED | N SOME PLACES. THERE ARE ALSO NI NE SURFACE

| MPOUNDMVENTS ON SI TE, THREE STILL HOLDING LIQU D. I N ADDI TI ON TO WASTE DI SPCSAL, THE SI TE WAS ALSO USED AS
AN Al RPCRT NAMED "RI XPORT. ". STRUCTURAL FEATURES ON THE SI TE | NCLUDE AN OFFI CE BU LDI NG Al RPORT HANGAR, AN
EMPTY TRAILER, AS WELL AS A CONCRETE RUNVAY AND A GRASS RUNWAY.

DURI NG THE COURSE OF OPERATI ON OF THE LANDFI LL, THE FACILITY ACCEPTED A VAR ETY COF | NDUSTRI AL WASTES,

I NCLUDI NG PLATI NG WASTES, PAI NT SLUDCGES, AND WASTE O LS. THE FACILITY ALSO ACCEPTED PBB AND PCB- CONTAM NATED
WASTES, REFUSE FROM A CHEM CAL WAREHCUSE FI RE, AND UNI DENTI FI ED BARRELS FROM BERLI N AND FARRO HAZARDOUS WASTE
SITE I N SWARTZ CREEK, M CH GAN. ALTHOUGH THE LANDFI LL WAS PERM TTED BY DNR TO ACCEPT MOST OF THESE WASTES,
THE FACILITY WAS RUN I N A HAPHAZARD MANNER AND WAS CHARGED W TH SEVERAL VI OLATI ONS BY THE GENESEE COUNTY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT DURI NG | TS OPERATI ON.  COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT RECCRDS ON THE SI TE STATE THAT TRENCHES
VWERE DUG RANDOMLY, | NDUSTRI AL WASTES WERE BURI ED W TH GENERAL REFUSE, AND LI QUI D WASTES WERE DI SCHARGED | NTO
THE LANDFI LL AND ONTO THE

GROUND THROUGHQOUT THE LANDFI LL' S OPERATI ON.

U S EPA REG ON V HAS REQUESTED THAT HEADQUARTERS AUTHORI ZE $500, 000 TO CONDUCT A REMEDI AL | NVESTI GATI ON AND
FEASI BI LITY STUDY AT THIS SITE. TH S STUDY WLL CHARACTERI ZE AND DETERM NE THE EXTENT OF ON-SI TE AND OFF- SI TE
CONTAM NATI ON, AND DEVELOP COST- EFFECTI VE ALTERNATI VES FOR SOURCE CONTROL ANDY OR CFF- SI TE REMEDI AL ACTION I N
ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON 300. 68 OF THE NATI ONAL CONTI NGENCY PLAN.  REQ ON V EXPECTS THE REMEDI AL | NVESTI GATI ON
TO BEG N | N MARCH 1984.

REG ON V' S EMERGENCY RESPONSE SECTI ON RECENTLY | NVESTI GATED THE SI TE TO DETERM NE | F | MVEDI ATE REMOVAL ACTI ON
WAS NECESSARY AS A RESULT OF THE POTENTI AL FOR PECPLE TO COME I N DI RECT CONTACT W TH HAZARDOUS MATERI ALS ON
THE SI TE'S SURFACE. THE EMERGENCY RESPONSE SECTI ON RECOMVENDED THAT WARNI NG SI GNS AND A GATE ACROSS THE
ACCESS ROAD BE PUT UP | MVEDI ATELY TO RESTRI CT ACCESS TO THE SI TE, AND THAT THE REMEDI AL RESPONSE SECTI ON |
CONSI DER FENCI NG THE SI TE AS PART OF THE PLANNED RI/FS ACTIVITIES. | N DECEMBER 1983, U.S. EPA NEGOTI ATED
VOLUNTARY | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THESE EMERGENCY MEASURES.



REG ON V' S REMEDI AL RESPONSE BRANCH AND THE STATE OF M CHI GAN BELI EVE THAT FENCI NG A PORTION OF THE SITE I S
NECESSARY TO FULLY SECURE THE SI TE AND PREVENT DI RECT CONTACT WTH THE NI NE SURFACE | MPOUNDMENTS, AN
ESTI MATED 200 PARTI ALLY EXPOSED DRUMS AND, AREAS OF SUSPECTED SO L CONTAM NATI ON

#CR
COMMUNI TY RELATI ONS

AROUND 1974 - 1978, THE GENESEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT RECEI VED SEVERAL COWVPLAI NTS ABOUT CDCRS AT THE SI TE
I'N 1978, C Tl ZENS BECAME CONCERNED ABOUT PBBS THAT WERE BURI ED AT THE S| TE AND SEVERAL ARTI CLES APPEARED | N
THE FLINT JOURNAL ON THI S I SSUE. C Tl ZEN CONCERN APPEARS TO HAVE DI M NI SHED AFTER 19 RESI DENTI AL VEELLS
TESTED FOR PBBS SHOMNED NO CONTAM NATI ON.

A COMWUNI TY RELATIONS PLAN | S BEI NG PREPARED BY U. S. EPA. THE OBJECTIVES OF TH'S PLAN ARE TO ESTABLI SH
EFFECTI VE TWO- WAY COVMUNI CATI ON AMONG CI TI ZENS, LOCAL OFFI G ALS, STATE CFFI G ALS, AND EPA REMEDI AL ACTI ON
TEAVB DURI NG THE COQURSE OF THE I NI TI AL REMEDI AL MEASURE.

THE STATE OF M CH GAN HAS SET UP A G TI ZEN | NFCRVATION COM TTEE FCR THHS SITE. U S. EPA REGON V WLL BE
WORKING WTH TH' S COWM TTEE TO DI SSEM NATE | NFORVATI ON TO THE COMWUNI TY ON U. S. EPA'S ACTIVITIES AT THE SI TE,
AND TO RECEI VE CI TI ZEN S COMMENTS AND QUESTI ONS ON THESE ACTI VI Tl ES.

I'N JANUARY 1984, U S. EPA REG ON V PLACED A NOTI CE I N A LOCAL NEWSPAPER TO DESCRI BE THE | RM PROPOSAL AND TO
ANNCUNCE A 2- VWEEK PUBLI C COMMENT PERI CD ON THE PROPCSAL. REG ON V'S RESPONSE TO THE PUBLI C COMMENTS | S
DESCRI BED | N THE ATTACHED RESPONSI VENESS SUMVARY. THREE OF THE FOUR COMMENTS RECEI VED SUPPCORTED EPA' S
PROPCSAL. ONE COMMENTOR SUGGESTED THAT EPA REMOVE THE WASTES | MVEDI ATELY | NSTEAD OF SPENDI NG RESOURCES ON A
FENCE AT THI' S TI ME.

#ENF
ENFORCEMENT

SEE ATTACHMENT.

#RA
PROPCSED PRQIECT

THE I NI TI AL REMEDI AL MEASURE W LL CONSI ST OF A FENCE SURRCUNDI NG THE PORTIONS OF THE SI TE WHI CH PRESENT AN

I MM NENT HAZARD TO PUBLI C HEALTH FROM DI RECT CONTACT W TH HAZARDOUS NMATERI ALS.  APPROXI MATELY 100 ACRES WLL
BE FENCED. THE CURRENTLY APPROVED REG ON V REMEDI AL ACCOVPLI SHVENTS PLAN ( RAP) PROVI DES FOR $100, 000 FOR | RM
ACTIVITIES AT TH' S SITE.

THE ATTACHED SCOPE OF WORK DESCRI BES THE SPECI FI C COMPONENTS OF THE | NI TI AL REMEDI AL MEASURE.

#SCH
ESTI MATED PRQJECT COST AND SCHEDULE

ESTI MATED COST DURATI ON
FENCE CONSTRUCTI ON $100, 000 1 MONTH.

THE STATE OF M CHI GAN SUPPCORTS TH S PROQJECT AND IS AWARE OF | TS TEN PERCENT COST SHARE CBLI GATI ON FOR
CONSTRUCTI ON ACTIVITIES AT THE SITE. A LETTER FROM THE M CH GAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | S ATTACHED.

PRQIECT CFFI CER

TO OVERSEE TH S EFFCRT, | HAVE DESI GNATED FRANCI NE POLLACK, ON- SCENE COCRDI NATOR, AS THE REA ONAL SI TE
PRQJECT OFFI CER FOR TH S EFFORT. SHE CAN BE REACHED AT FTS 886- 6337.

RECOMMVENDATI ON



TH S REQUEST HAS BEEN COCRDI NATED W TH THE APPRCOPRI ATE HEADQUARTERS AND REG ONAL OFFI CES. | RECOMVEND THAT
YOU AUTHORI ZE THE | NI TI AL REMEDI AL MEASURE FOR THE FOREST WASTE DI SPCSAL SITE. FOLLON NG YOUR APPROVAL,
TH S PACKAGE WLL BE SUBM TTED TO HEADQUARTERS W TH A REQUEST THAT APPROPRI ATE FUNDS BE CBLI GATED.

I AM AVAI LABLE TO DI SCUSS TH S REQUEST | N MORE DETAI L AT YOUR CONVEN ENCE.

APPROVE VALDAS V. ADAMKUS
DI SAPPROVE
DATE 2/ 28/ 84

VALDAS V. ADAMKUS

ATTACHVENTS.



