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Feature Do the features exist? Accessibility 
Considerations?Yes No Unknown

Transportation Options

Does the site include sidewalks along all street edges?

Does the site include street trees along all street edges?

Does the site support the street grid of through-access?

Is there access to public transportation?

Community Amenities

Is there a community center? 

Are there art and cultural facilities?

Is there a public library?

Health Care Options

Are there emergency services?

�)�S���T�H�E�R�E���A���&�E�D�E�R�A�L�L�Y���1�U�A�L�I�l�E�D���(�E�A�L�T�H���#�E�N�T�E�R��

Are there affordable primary care services?

Are there affordable dental services (including dental van stops)?

Are there affordable vision services?

Are there affordable mental health services?

Parks and Open Space

Is there a park? 

Does the park have amenities and desired programming?

Is there a community pool?

Is there access to a bike trail or greenway?

Neighborhood Retail Services (based on services included in the SCI’s Neighborhood Completeness indicator)
Is there bank or credit union?

Is there an auto service center?

Is there a beauty/barber shop?

Is there a bike shop?

Is there a dry cleaner?

Is there a gym?

Is there a hardware store?

Is there a laundry mat?

Is there a pharmacy?

Is there a movie theatre?

Is there a gas station?

Affordable, Healthy Food

Is there a grocery store?

Is there a farmers market?

Is there a community garden?

Quality Affordable Housing

Are ownership rates equal to or higher than the city or county?

Are vacancy rates higher than within the city or county?

Are health and safety code violations a challenge?
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Indicator Considerations Resources
Transportation 
Options

Most transportation data can be obtained from local data 
sources such as a planning department or transit authority. 
In some cases, GIS data such as the locations of sidewalks 
and bike lanes may not have been developed by the local 
government. United We Ride has links to transit authorities 
in many communities across the U.S.

•	 Local planning department
•	 Local transit authority
•	 United We Ride: http://www.

unitedweride.gov

Community 
Amenities

Most community amenity data can be obtained from 
local sources such as a planning department or parks and 
recreation department. In some cases, when data has not 
been digitized locally, data can be manually digitized using 
a public data source. This can be a resource-intensive 
process, depending on the study area size.

•	 Local planning department
•	 Local parks and recreation 

department
•	 Manual digitizing from a 

public data source

Healthcare 
Options

Data for this indicator may be obtained from a variety of 
sources including local planning departments or health 
departments, state agencies or the Health Resources and 
Services Data Warehouse. It should also be noted that 
healthcare access is most often related to non-proximity 
related factors such as transportation options, service 
hours, types of services offered, and insurance coverage; 
therefore, service area maps may be less relevant for this 
indicator depending on the local context.

•	 Local planning department
•	 Local health department
•	 State agencies
•	 Health Resources and 

Services Data Warehouse:  
http://datawarehouse.hrsa.
gov

Parks and 
Open Space

Most open space and park data can be obtained from 
local sources such as a planning department or parks 
and recreation department. State conservation or tourism 
agencies may also be potential sources. As previously 
noted, although proximity is an important indicator for 
access, other issues such as safety, upkeep and available 
�F�A�C�I�L�I�T�I�E�S���I�N�m�U�E�N�C�E���A�C�C�E�S�S���A�S���W�E�L�L��

•	 Local planning department
•	 Local parks and recreation 

department
•	 State conservation or tourism 

agencies

Services Most neighborhood-oriented service data can be obtained 
from local data sources such as a planning department. 
In some cases, when data has not been digitized by the 
local government, data can be manually digitized by using 
a public data source. This can be a resource-intensive 
process, depending on the study area size.

•	 Local planning department
•	 Manual digitizing from a 

public data source

Healthy, 
Affordable 
Food

Most data can be obtained from local data sources such 
as a planning department. SNAP retailers data can be 
obtained from the USDA Food and Nutrition Service.

•	 Local planning department
•	 USDA Food and Nutrition 

Service: http://www.
snapretailerlocator.com

Quality 
Affordable 
Housing

Homeownership rates, vacancy rates and median 
household income can be obtained from the U.S. Census 
Bureau. Housing code violation data may be obtained 
from a local data source such as a code enforcement 
department.

•	 Local code enforcement 
department

•	 U.S. Census Bureau: http://
www.census.gov

•	 American FactFinder: http://
�F�A�C�T�l�N�D�E�R�����C�E�N�S�U�S���G�O�V���F�A�C�E�S��
nav/jsf/pages/community_
facts.xhtml

DATA CONSIDERATIONS AND RESOURCES

Table 10. Data Considerations and Resources

Data collection can be a time-consuming process, depending on data availability. The indicators recommended 
in this report were selected in part because they typically have readily available national and local data sources.

http://datawarehouse.hrsa.gov/
http://datawarehouse.hrsa.gov/
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Indicator Considerations Resources
Environmental 
Risk Factors

�$�A�T�A���O�N���B�R�O�W�N�l�E�L�D�S�����3�U�P�E�R�F�U�N�D���S�I�T�E�S�����A�I�R���Q�U�A�L�I�T�Y���A�N�D��
water quality can typically be obtained from EPA or the 
state environmental protection agency. Analysts may 
work with their EPA contact at the site to determine the 
best venue for obtaining data relevant to the site.

•	 U.S. EPA 
-  Superfund: http://epa.gov/

superfund/
-  �"�R�O�W�N�l�E�L�D�S�����H�T�T�P�������W�W�W���E�P�A��

�G�O�V���B�R�O�W�N�l�E�L�D�S���B�F�W�H�E�R�E���H�T�M
-  Air Quality: http://www.epa.

gov/air/
-  Water Quality: http://water.

epa.gov/
•	 State environmental protection 

agency

Health 
Outcomes

Data on health outcomes, such as emergency room 
visits or cause of death, may often be obtained from 
local or state health agencies. Privacy concerns 
�A�S�S�O�C�I�A�T�E�D���W�I�T�H���T�H�I�S���D�A�T�A���M�A�Y���M�A�K�E���I�T���D�I�F�l�C�U�L�T���T�O���O�B�T�A�I�N��
neighborhood-scale data in some cases.

The Sustainable Communities Index offers a number of 
indicators related to preventable hospitalizations and 
early prenatal care that could be incorporated into a 
Health Outcomes Assessment if local health department 
data is available

The Center for Disease Control’s BRFSS provides 
county-level GIS data on a wide range of health 
behavior indicators and could easily be incorporated 
into a Health Outcomes Assessment. The BRFSS 
provides valuable baseline county-level data that may 
be particularly relevant where health indicators are not 
available or accessible from local health departments. 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ 
Area Health Resource File provides county-level data on 
over 6,000 indicators related to health facilities, health 
professions, measures of resource scarcity, health 
status, economic activity, health training programs, 
and socioeconomic and environmental characteristics; 
however, the data is provided in a format that would 
require a higher level of effort to integrate into a spatial 
analysis for a Health Outcomes Assessment.

•	 Local or state health agencies
•	 Sustainable Communities 

Index: http://www.
sustainablecommunitiesindex.
org/webpages/view/56

•	 Centers for Disease Control:  
http://www.cdc.gov/brfss/gis/
gis_maps.htm

•	 U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services: http://arf.hrsa.
gov/overview.htm

Table 10. Data Considerations and Resources (cont.)



http://bphc.hrsa.gov/outreachandenrollment/





