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Figure 1. A map of the Former Nansemond 
Ordnance Depot site in Suffolk, Virginia.

Site Overview
Size and Location
This 975-acre site is in Suffolk, Virginia, near the northwestern end of State 
Route 135. It is on the James River at the mouth of the Nansemond River. 

Previous Site Uses
•	 Storage, shipment, reconditioning and disposal of munitions 

Current Site Uses
•	 Commercial businesses and hospitality 
•	 Community-focused services 
•	 Engineering, technology and logistics services 
•	 Innovative water treatment services 
•	 Residential developments  

Community Information
As of the 2020 U.S. Census, about 5,000 people live within a half mile of 
the site. An estimated 45% of the people living on and near the site in 
Suffolk are people of color. Seven percent of the community is classified 
as low income, a rate lower than state and national averages. An analysis 
of the Superfund area was conducted using EPA’s Environmental Justice 
Screening and Mapping tool (EJScreen), which identifies key factors relating 
to environmental justice and socioeconomic risks. At this site, most of the 
environmental justice and socioeconomic risk factors identified by EPA are 
considered lower risk compared with the state and the rest of the country. 

Site Reuse Highlights
This case study explores the cleanup and reuse of the Former Nansemond Ordnance Depot (FNOD) Superfund site. As a Formerly 
Used Defense Site (FUDS) with a variety of contaminants, this site has required complex cleanup efforts and coordination by 
the EPA, federal agencies and local government. Throughout the process, EPA has facilitated community efforts advocating 
for equitable and protective redevelopment. While some cleanup efforts are ongoing, FNOD includes more than 100 different 
landowners supporting a wide range of new uses and forward-thinking businesses. Key site uses include the Sustainable Water 
Initiative for Tomorrow (SWIFT) Research Center, the Ashely Capital Bridgeway Business Center, the Tidewater Community 
College Center for Workforce Solutions, the Lockheed Martin Center for Innovation, and the award-winning RoadOne 
IntermodaLogistics facility. 

Economic Benefits of Site Reuse

34
businesses

999
jobs

$72 million
annual employment income
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Health Care Centers 

In 2018, the Naval Medical Center Portsmouth opened its 
TRICARE Prime Clinic on site, providing pharmacy, laboratory, 
physical therapy, radiology, pediatrics and family medicine 
services. Bon Secours, a nonprofit Catholic health system, also 
operates a training center and medical center on site. Together, 
the Bon Secours Memorial Regional Medical Center and Training 
Center provide over $6 million in estimated annual employment 
income.

Figure 16. The Bon Secours Training Center.

T idewater Community College Center for Workforce Solutions 

(TCCCWS)

Tidewater Community College operates its Center for Workforce 
Solutions on-site, providing residents and businesses with 
resources for professional development. The center offers 
dozens of affordable programs to help people gain industry 
credentials, professional licensing and tech skills. Companies 
that have worked with the center include Bon Secours, 
Sumitomo Machinery Corporation of America and S.B Ballard 
Construction.

Figure 17. Signage for TCCCWS.

PORTCO

Located in the Bridgeway Technology Center, this 
nonprofit founded in 1991 provides transitional, supported 
employment and vocational services to individuals with 
disabilities. Employment opportunities that PORTCO pursues 
include janitorial and custodial, grounds maintenance, 
hospital, consolidated support, job training, and coaching 
services. The facility on-site is PORTCO’s headquarters 
building. It generates annual sales of nearly $4.2 million.

Figure 18. PORTCO headquarters.

Western Tidewater Community Services Board (WTCSB)

WTCSB operates the Harbour View Mental Health Center 
at the Bridgeway Technology Center, providing a variety 
of counseling services, veterans’ services, rapid mobile 
response and clinical services to the community. The jobs 
supported by this on-site business provide an estimated $5 
million in annual employment income. 

Churches and Academies

LibertyLive Church is an organization focused on building 
community ties as well as hosting learning opportunities for 
children and students. Just down the road, the 28,000-square-
foot Hub 757 hosts a multi-purpose event space as well 
as the Believers Church and Oak & Lily Academy, which 
offers education programs for children in preschool and 
elementary school.

Figure 19. Hub 757, a multi-purpose space.

Figure 20. Marriott TownePlace Suites.

Figure 21. Smithfield Foods’ new offices.8         
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Parcel Account Numbera Total Market Value of Land and 
Improvements (2022) Total Property Taxa (2022)

306002796 $315,900 $3,968

306002794 $351,900 $4,413

306002752 $349,000 $4,614

306002754 $356,200 $4,710

306002756 $352,100 $4,654

306002802 $339,200 $4,256

306002800 $315,900 $3,968

306002789 $335,600 $4,211

306002803 $351,500 $4,410

306002793 $329,400 $4,133

306002792 $351,900 $4,415

306002801 $326,200 $4,095

306002957 $42,000 $0

306003051 $348,800 $4,171

306003052 $348,800 $4,171

306003055 $310,000 $3,729

306003054 $315,500 $3,822




