Reuse and the Benefit to Community

A Beneficial Effects Economic Case Study for the Reilly Tar &

Chemical Corp. (Indianapolis Plant)

Introduction

The Reilly Tar & Chemical Corp. (Indianapolis Plant) Superfund site is in southwest Indianapolis, Indiana. Coal tar
refining and wood treating activities took place on the southern part of the site from 1921 to 1972. Chemicals
manufacturing started on the northern part of the site in the 1940s and continues today. Former waste handling
practices from these operations contaminated soil and groundwater. EPA added the site to the Superfund
program’s National Priorities List (NPL) in 1984. The cleanup approach enabled chemical manufacturing to
continue at the site as well as the installation of a solar facility on the southern part of the site. Innovative thinking
and cooperation among EPA, the state and developers led to the return of this formerly contaminated area to
beneficial reuse, expanding the renewable energy portfolio of a local utility.

Superfund site restoration and reuse can revitalize local economies with jobs, new businesses, tax revenues and
local spending. Cleanup may also take place while active land uses remain on site. This case study explores the
cleanup and reuse of the Reilly Tar & Chemical Corp. (Indianapolis Plant) site, illustrating the beneficial effects of
Superfund Redevelopment.

Beneficial Effects
One on-site business employs about 50 people. It generates nearly $33 million in annual sales revenue.

Site properties are currently valued at over $4 million. They generate about $290,000 in annual property
tax revenue.

Innovative design enabled the installation of a solar array while ensuring the protectiveness of the
remedy. Energy production from the solar facility offsets more than an estimated 13,000 metric tons of
carbon dioxide every year.
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Figure 1. The site is in Indianapolis, Marion County, Indiana.
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Vertellus (now Aurorium)
While Aurorium has locations all over the world,

Indianapolis hosts its headquarters as well as its largest
manufacturing plant, the facility at the site. According
to the company, its on-site operation at 1500 South
Tibbs Avenue is the largest facility producing the
compounds pyridine and picoline in the world. Its
products have uses in the pharmaceutical and
agrochemical industries, including in the making of
pesticides and herbicides. Vertellus is the successor to
Reilly Tar & Chemical Corporation, whose founder
started creosote manufacturing activities at the end of
the 19th century at the South Tibbs Avenue facility. The
company declared bankruptcy in 2016, announcing up

Figure 5. Chemicals made at Aurorium’s facility on site are
to 50 layoffs at the Indianapolis plant at that time. It has  used in the pharmaceutical industry.

since undergone changes in ownership, financial

restructuring and other acquisitions to emerge from bankruptcy. In 2023, Vertellus acquired CENTAURI
Technologies, the company’s sixth acquisition since 2019, and rebranded itself as Aurorium. The new company
name “better represents the Company’s growth and evolution as a global materials innovation partner with a
diversified portfolio of specialty ingredients and performance-enhancing materials.” Aurorium continues to make
specialty chemicals on site. Today, the company employs around 50 people. It generates nearly $33 million in
annual sales at its chemical production facility on site.

Maywood Solar Farm

In the early 2010s, Vertellus was considering ways to use the southern part of the Maywood property, an area
that includes the former South Landfill. About 40 acres of the Maywood property had long been mostly vacant or
used for storing shipping trailers. With cleanup complete, any development projects would need to be designed
in a way that did not impact the protectiveness of the site’s remedy. Avoiding disturbance of the site’s capped
areas was of particular importance.

Around that time, a firm interested in solar projects in the area approached Vertellus. This outreach kicked off
discussions about the potential to convert the land into a large-scale solar project. At the same time, the
Indianapolis Power & Light Company (IPL), a local utility now known as AES, was offering a voluntary “feed-in
tariff” incentive called the Rate Renewable Energy Production (REP) pilot program. Under this incentive, utility
customers with a qualifying renewable energy project could lock in a set price for electricity. The utility would pay
above-market rates for the electricity produced, with a longer-term power purchase contract that could be set for
a maximum of 15 years. With Vertellus looking to develop its underused land at the site, and the concurrent
renewable energy incentive from IPL, the timing was right to set in motion a process to turn the once-
contaminated land into a resource for solar power generation.

The project also aligned well with the goals of EPA’s Superfund Redevelopment Program, which supports solar
and other renewable energy projects at Superfund sites as part of green remediation efforts that benefit
communities and bolster long-term sustainability goals for energy production and climate resilience. From the









Figure 9. This site map shows Maywood Solar Farm as well as active chemical manufacturing facilities on the Oak Park and
Maywood properties.
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