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Reuse Assessment Purpose

Agriculture Street Landfill Site Reuse Assessment        

Identify future use goals and a set of 
prioritized reuse options suitable for 
Agriculture Street Landfill Operable 
Unit 1 (OU 1).
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Overview

Agriculture Street Landfill Site Reuse Assessment        

• Background and Site Conditions
• Site Planning Context
• Reuse Considerations
• Tools for Superfund Redevelopment
• Examples of Successful Redevelopment 

on Landfill Sites
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Background and Site Context
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Site Remedial History

Agriculture Street Landfill Site Reuse Assessment        

Date Activity 

1986 EPA completed a site investigation.

1993 EPA initiated an Expanded Site Investigation.

1994 Site listed on National Priorities List.

1997 Removal/Remedial Action - Removal and/or capping of 
contaminated soil for Operable Units 1, 2 and 3.

1997 Record of Decision Signed for OU4 and OU5.
No action required due to lack of risk to human health.

2000 OUs 4 and 5 Deleted From the National Priorities List

2002
Record of Decision Signed for OU1, OU2 and OU3
EPA anticipates deleting OU1, 2 and 3 from the NPL in 2014-
2015.

2008 Consent Decree lodged with the court to protect the site remedy 
and specify site use and activity restrictions.
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• Any excavation below 
2 feet or filter fabric 
marker will require 
coordination with the 
City to follow proper 
protocol. 

• Future use plans 
should be coordinated 
closely with EPA 
Region 6 to ensure 
consistency with any 
use restrictions.

Remedy Considerations
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• Depth of waste 
ranges from 5 to15 
feet. 

• Settlement may occur 
over time.

Depth of Waste 
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• Much of the site is 
also vacant except for 
the private residential 
properties in the 
center. 

Vacant Properties
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• Approximately 48 
acres of 
undeveloped land 

• Owned by City of 
New Orleans

• The U.S. Army 
Corps of 
Engineers plans 
to use southwest 
corner as a 
staging area 
during canal 
drainage project. 

City-Owned Vacant Property (OU 1)

Agriculture Street Landfill Site Reuse Assessment        

Former Moton
School

Gordon Plaza
Gordon Plaza

I-10
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Gordon Plaza Subdivision
• active residential 

community
• 67 single-family 

homes 
• several vacant homes 

(damaged by Katrina)

Gordon Plaza Shopping 
Center and Apartments
• Privately owned
• Vacant (damaged by 

Katrina)

These areas are not 
currently available for 
redevelopment due to 
ownership and lawsuit.

Gordon Plaza (OU 2)
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Press Park and Press Court 
Apartments 
• Owned by Housing 

Authority of New Orleans 
and private owners (HANO)

• vacant (damaged by 
Katrina)

Shirley Jefferson Community 
Center
• Owned by Press Park 

Townhouse Association
• vacant (damaged by 

Katrina)

These areas are not currently 
available for redevelopment 
due to ownership and lawsuit.

Press Park (OU 2 – OU 3)
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Moton Elementary School
• Owned by Orleans Parish 

School Board
• Closed in 1994
• School Board has 

declared property as 
surplus land and may be 
available for purchase and 
redevelopment

Mugrauer Park
• Playground and 

maintained open space
• The Center is closed

Moton Elementary & Park (OU 4)
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Site Planning Context
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• The majority of the site and 
surrounding area is zoned 
two-family and multi-family 
residential. 

• Includes several 
neighborhood business 
districts.

• Commercial north of US-10 
contains restaurants, retail 
stores and grocery stores.

• Surrounded on east and 
west by light industrial. 

• Heavy industry blocks 
resident access to the Inner 
Harbor Navigation Canal.

Area Zoning
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Reuse Opportunities

New Orleans Business Alliance sees potential for 
light industrial / manufacturing based on site’s 
assets: 
• Good access and visibility from major roads
• Adjacent electrical substation
• Large amount of contiguous land for urban infill 

development
• Proximity to rail and highway
• Canal infrastructure improvements
• Proximity to community college and skilled work 

force
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Reuse Considerations

• City is interested in selling the property for 
private light industrial development or other 
suitable use. 

• Future uses must be compatible with the remedy 
and consent decree which specifies that the 
cover must be maintained.

• Reuse may need to mitigate for differential 
settlement over time.

• Engaging nearby residents and property owners 
will help build support for future use.

• Development, planning and permitting may gain 
more support once litigation is resolved.
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Tools for Superfund Redevelopment

EPA can provide prospective purchasers a 
range of tools to support reuse and 
redevelopment at the Agriculture Street 
Landfill Superfund site, such as: 
• Ready for Reuse Determination
• Delisting from National Priorities List
• Comfort Letter
• Return to Use Demonstration Projects
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Comfort Letter
• EPA can issue a site status 

letter (or comfort letter) for 
the Agriculture Street 
Landfill Superfund site 
which conveys a brief site 
history, any site constraints 
or continuing obligations, 
information on CERCLA 
liability, and appropriate 
reuse and redevelopment. 

• A comfort letter can provide 
reassurance to a potential 
lender, developer or lessee 
interested in purchasing or 
redeveloping the site. 

Tools for Superfund Redevelopment
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Excerpt of Comfort Letter issued for a 
Superfund site in Texas
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Successful Landfill Redevelopment
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Here’s an example 
of a 38 acre landfill 
developed as a 
parking facility for 
municipal vehicles.  

Successful Landfill Redevelopment

Agriculture Street Landfill Site Reuse Assessment        32

To view this and other 
Superfund reuse examples, 
visit: 
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/p
rograms/recycle/pdf/sribrochure
2013.pdf
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A portion of this 
landfill in SC was 
redeveloped as a 
golf practice 
facility. 

Successful Landfill Redevelopment
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To view this and other 
Superfund reuse examples, 
visit: 
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/p
rograms/recycle/pdf/sribrochure
2013.pdf
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EPA’s Superfund Redevelopment 
Initiative (SRI) provides a range of 
information on successful Superfund 
redevelopment from around the country, 
including: 
• Browse successful reuse examples 

by type of reuse or geographic 
location at: 
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/progra
ms/recycle/live/index.html

• Browse in-depth case studies to see 
what strategies worked and how 
communities created new reuse 
outcomes at: 
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/progra
ms/recycle/tools/casestudies.html

Superfund Redevelopment Initiative
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SRI website example

Excerpt of a 
case study
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Contact Information

Agriculture Street Landfill Site Reuse Assessment        

For additional information regarding the Agriculture Street 
Landfill Site, please contact:
Ursula Lennox
Remedial Project Manager, EPA Region 6
Lennox.Ursula@epa.gov / 214-665-6743

For additional information regarding the EPA Region 6 
Superfund Redevelopment Initiative, please contact:
Casey Luckett-Snyder
Reuse Coordinator, EPA Region 6
Luckett.Casey@epa.gov / 214-665-7393
Or visit: www.epa.gov/superfund/programs/recycle/index.html
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