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Figure 1. Children's Grove
children's area at the
Petersen Sand & Gravel
site (lllinois).
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PREFACE

EPA’s Superfund program is a cornerstone of the work that the Agency performs
for citizens and communities across the country. The revitalization of places
affected by contaminated lands is a key part of Superfund’s mission, meeting
community needs for thriving economies and improved environmental and

public health outcomes. Through EPA’s Superfund Redevelopment Initiative, the

Agency contributes to these communities’ economic vitality by supporting the
return of sites to productive use.

EPA has established a renewed focus on accelerating work and progress at all
Superfund sites across the country and created the Superfund Task Force whose
work included promoting redevelopment and community revitalization. Working

closely with communities, developers and property owners, EPA is leading the

way to return these once-contaminated sites back to productive use.

These regional profiles highlight community-led efforts as EPA expedites cleanup
and remediation and engages with partners and stakeholders to support
redevelopment and community revitalization.
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INTRODUCTION

EPA’s Region 5 office serves lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, R R . K
Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin and 35 tribes. Since Reglon 5 Sites in Reuse and Continued Use:
the 1950s, the states in EPA Region 5 — the Great Business and Job Highlights

Lakes Region — have faced major changes in the
manufacturing sector. Spurred by globalization,
advances in technology and a transition to a service- Total Annual Sales: 56.2 billion
based economy, these changes have contributed to
significant job losses and substantial neighborhood
and downtown decline in industrial communities Total Annual Employee Income: S51.3 billion
across the region. While continuing to emphasize
manufacturing as an economic cornerstone and a
source of jobs, state and local leaders are helping
communities adjust to these large-scale economic
changes. Much of this work centers on investing in
workforce development, retaining existing businesses,
encouraging new business development and
repurposing old industrial land, including Superfund
sites. The Superfund program in EPA Region 5 is proud
to play a role in these efforts.

Businesses: 546

Number of People Employed: 17,969

The cleanup and reuse of Superfund sites often
restores value to site properties and surrounding
communities that have been negatively affected by

contamination. Site redevelopment can revitalize

a local economy with jobs, new businesses, tax Figure 2. The city of Plainwell operates its Public Safety Department at the
Allied Paper, Inc./Portage Creek/Kalamazoo River site (Michigan).

revenues and local spending.

Through programs like the Superfund Redevelopment

Initiative, EPA Region 5 helps communities reclaim cleaned-up Superfund sites. Factoring future use of Superfund sites
into the cleanup process promotes their safe redevelopment. In addition, EPA Region 5 works closely with state and
local officials to remove barriers that have kept many Superfund sites underused. EPA Region 5 works to ensure that
businesses on properties being cleaned up under Superfund can continue operating in a way that protects human health
and the environment during site investigations and cleanup work. This continuity enables these businesses to remain
open and serve as a source of jobs for communities.

Superfund sites across Region 5 are home to commercial and industrial parks, retail centers, condominiums and single-
family homes. Many sites continue to host industrial operations, including large-scale manufacturing facilities. Some sites
now support alternative energy projects. Others have been transformed into ecological preserves, parks and recreation
complexes. On-site businesses and organizations at current and former Region 5 Superfund sites provide an estimated
17,969 jobs and contribute an estimated $1.3 billion in annual employment income. Sites in reuse and continued use in
Region 5 generate $11 million in annual property tax revenues for local governments.!

1 Business and property value tax figures represent only a subset of the beneficial effects of sites in reuse or continued use in Region 5. There are 64 Superfund
sites in reuse or continued use in Region 5 for which EPA does not have business data, including 14 federal facilities on the Superfund National Priorities List
(NPL). Not all sites in reuse involve an on-site business or other land use that would employ people. Several sites without businesses have beneficial effects that
are not easily quantified, such as properties providing ecological or recreational benefits (e.g., parks, wetlands, ecological habitat and open space). In addition,
there are 104 sites in reuse or continued use in Region 5 for which EPA does not have property value or tax data, including 14 NPL federal facilities.
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This profile looks at how redevelopment activities at Superfund sites make a difference in communities across Region
5. In particular, it describes some of the beneficial effects of redevelopment and continued use of current and former
Superfund sites. The profile also describes the land values and property taxes associated with Superfund sites returned

to use and sites that have remained in use throughout the cleanup process. EPA updates these profiles periodically. The
beneficial effects may increase or decrease over time due to changes in:

e The number of sites in reuse or continued use.
e The number of on-site businesses.

e Data availability.

e Changes in business and property value data.

Figures presented represent only a subset of all Superfund sites in reuse or continued use in Region 5.

Figure 3. Left: A playground at the H.O.D. Landfill site (lllinois). Right: Dalco Enterprises is part of the New Brighton Corporate Park Il at the MacGillis
& Gibbs Co./Bell Lumber & Pole Co. site (Minnesota).
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SUPPORT FOR SUPERFUND
REDEVELOPMENT

EPA Region 5 is committed to improving the health and livelihood of Americans by cleaning up and returning land to
productive use. In addition to protecting human health and the environment through the Superfund program, Region 5
partners with stakeholders to encourage redevelopment opportunities at Superfund sites. Region 5 helps communities
and cleanup managers consider redevelopment during cleanup planning and evaluate remedies already in place to
ensure appropriate redevelopment. In addition, EPA participates in partnerships with communities and encourages
opportunities to support Superfund Redevelopment projects that emphasize environmental and economic sustainability.

Specific redevelopment support efforts in EPA Region 5
include: REUSE ASSESSMENT FINAL

St. Louis River/Interlake/Duluth Tar Site OCTOBER 2017
Duluth, Minnesota

e |dentifying and evaluating local land use priorities
to align with site cleanup plans through the
redevelopment planning process.

e Facilitating cleanup and redevelopment
discussions to help resolve key issues between ; -
parties interested in site redevelopment. IR GEHGH

. . . The 5t Louis River in Duluth, Minnesota is an ecologically
e Supporting targeted projects intended to help significant estuary and the backbane of Ouluth's industrial
and transportation economies. Due to a legacy of industrial

Region 5 communities and EPA find the right tools activity and historical contamination impacts, EPA and

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) are overseeing

to move site redevelopment forward. LT e
. .. ; \v‘.fitn the area |eccgni7_.ec as one of EI?A'; "Making a Visible
[ ] Mak”’]g efforts to help address Commun|t|es gurferance‘ccmmum'ues. EPA |sworlier!g.-n1!1mecrw.yot
uluth and community partners to align a range of program
and developers’ liability, safety and reuse s kit i e e
concerns through development of educational TS
materials, comfort letters, developer agreements %S Sl e ST e
and environmental status reports ~ known as e e e =\ s
Ready for Reuse Determinations — that provide e Fennsu s and Waseca BusnessPar
. . . . Building on recommendations from the September 2016
|nf0 rmation a bout the approprlate use Of sites. reuse azsessmem .-;Drkmgl session n;sted If; EPA and the
City of Duluth, this document summarizes the SLRIDT site’s
. . . . status, reuse opportunities, and development process T
e Supporting partnerships with groups committed considerations :V_’;?"t'?"'“th Revitalization
. . . nitiatives
to putting Superfund sites back into use, such i C Threuigh EPA Making a Visisle Difference iriciazive
. eport ontents f Duluth, unity partners and EPA are
as the Academy Of Model Aeronauh CS' the U.S. p. 2-3 5Site Background and Cleanup maur\g_r‘nulupl& planning effarts and agency

nts includ

Soccer Foundation, The Trust for Public Land and
the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy.

= Smart Growth Implementat
= Kingsbury Bay Health Impact A:

e Developing reuse fact sheets, websites, webinars
and reuse case studies to share opportunities
and lessons associated with Superfund
Redevelopment.

Figure 4. Superfund Redevelopment Initiative reuse assessment for the
St. Louis River/Interlake/Duluth Tar site (Minnesota).

These efforts have helped build expertise across Region 5, making it easier to both consider future use of Superfund
sites prior to cleanup and to identify opportunities for removing reuse barriers. These efforts also help tribes, state
agencies, local governments, communities, potentially responsible parties, site owners, developers, and other partners
and stakeholders to better understand potential future uses for Superfund sites. This helps stakeholders engage early in
the cleanup process, ensuring that Superfund sites are restored as productive assets for communities. Most importantly,
these efforts lead to significant returns for communities, including jobs, annual income and tax revenues.
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SUPERFUND REDEVELOPMENT:
THE BIG PICTURE

EPA can take and oversee immediate action at contaminated sites through short-term cleanup actions, also called
removal actions.? EPA refers sites warranting long-term cleanup to its remedial program or to state programs. EPA’s
National Priorities List (NPL) is a list of sites the Agency is targeting for further investigation and possible remediation
through the Superfund program. Once EPA places a site on the NPL, the Agency studies the contamination, identifies
technologies that could address the material and evaluates alternative cleanup approaches. EPA then proposes a cleanup
plan and, after collecting public input, issues a final cleanup plan. The Agency then cleans up the site or oversees cleanup
activities. EPA has placed 324 sites in Region 5 on the NPL.

Whenever possible, EPA seeks to integrate redevelopment priorities into site cleanup plans. In Region 5, 135 NPL sites
and 24 non-NPL Superfund sites are in use. These sites have either new uses in place or uses that remain in place from
before cleanup. Many of these sites have been redeveloped for commercial, industrial and residential purposes. Others
have been redeveloped for recreational, ecological and agricultural uses. Many redeveloped sites support multiple uses
and have the capacity to support additional uses and further redevelopment. The following sections take a closer look at
the beneficial effects of businesses operating on current and former Superfund sites in Region 5.

¢h

>

MINNESOTA

Figure 5. Sites in reuse and
continued use in Region 5.
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2 Removal actions may be taken at sites on the NPL and at sites not on the NPL.
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Figure 6. Left: Former facilities at the General Mills/Henkel Corp. site now host a small business incubator (Minnesota). Right: Signs for small
businesses operating at the General Mills/Henkel Corp. site (Minnesota).

Sites in Reuse and Continued Use: A Closer Look

Reuse Type Description Region 5 Example
In Reuse There is a new land use or uses on all or General Mills/Henkel Corp. (Minnesota) — a privately held
part of a site. This is because either the investment group turned this former chemical research

land use has changed (e.g., from industrial ~ facility into a business incubator enterprise development
use to commercial use) or the site is now in  zone that supports the startup and growth of local small

use after being vacant. businesses.
In Continued Use Historical uses at a site remain active; Conrail Rail Yard (Elkhart) (Indiana) — the 675-acre rail yard
these uses were in place when the area has been in operation since 1956.

Superfund process started at the site.

In Reuse and Continued Use Part of a site is in continued use and part Tomah Armory (Wisconsin) — an armory remains active on
of the site is in reuse. site. In addition, the site now supports a consulting business
and a fire and ambulance station.

EPA REGION 5



BENEFICIAL EFFECTS OF
SUPERFUND SITE REDEVELOPMENT
IN REGION 5

Businesses and Jobs

EPA has collected economic data for 546 businesses, government agencies and civic organizations operating on 85
NPL sites and ten non-NPL sites in reuse and continued use in Region 5. (See the State Redevelopment Profiles for
each state’s reuse details.) Businesses and organizations at these sites are part of several different sectors, including
manufacturing, construction, medical services, wholesale trade and retail trade.

Most of the businesses and organizations at Region 5 Superfund sites tend to be standalone or branch operations. A
smaller number of sites host headquarters facilities for a wide range of companies. For example, the Boise Cascade/Onan
Corp./Medtronics, Inc. site, a former wood-treating facility near Minneapolis, Minnesota, is the headquarters location for
Cummins Power Generation.

The businesses and organizations at these sites earn about $6.2 billion in estimated annual sales and employ about
17,969 people, earning an estimated $1.3 billion in annual employment income. This income injects money into local
economies and generates revenue through personal state income taxes. These businesses also help local economies
through direct purchases of local supplies and services. On-site businesses that produce retail sales and services also
generate tax revenues through the collection of sales taxes, which support state and local governments. More detailed
information is presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Site and Business Information for Region 5 Sites in Reuse and Continued Use (2019)

Sites with : . Total Annual Total Total Annual
: B Businesses p Employee
Businesses Sales Employees
Income
In Reuse 66 35 247 $1.7 billion 5,284 $306 million
In Continued Use 66 37 110 S$2.4 billion 4,680 5359 million

In Reuse and
in Continued Use

Total 159 95¢ 546 $6.2 billion 17,969 $1.3 billion

9 Fourteen sites are federal facilities. Federal facility sites are excluded from all other detailed site and business data presented above.
b Also includes other organizations such as government agencies, nonprofit organizations and civic institutions.

27 23 189 $2.1 billion 8,005 S630 million

¢ Business information is not available for all businesses on all Superfund sites in reuse or continued use.

9 For information on the collection of business, jobs and sales data, see Sources.

¢ See footnote 1, page 1.

/ Throughout this report, sales and annual employee income may not sum exactly to the totals presented due to rounding.

3 See footnote 1, page 1.
4 For additional information on the collection of business, jobs and sales data, see Sources.
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Property Values and Property Tax Revenues

Properties cleaned up under the Superfund program and

returned to use have the potential to increase in value Reglon 5 Sites in Reuse and Continued

significantly. This increased value can boost property Use: Property Value and Tax Highlights
tax rev.enues, which help pay for local government ' Total Property Value: $415 million
operations, schools, transit systems and other public

services. Site properties at the Koppers Coke site in Total Annual Property Taxes: 511 million

Minnesota, for example, are now valued at $29 million.

Identifying increases in property values and property —
taxes following cleanup and reuse is challenging. This . i
is due to several factors, including limited data on

past property values and the frequency and timing

of local property value assessments. Likewise, many
factors affect property values, including external
economic and neighborhood factors not related to

a site’s contamination or Superfund status. It is also
difficult to isolate the effects of Superfund cleanup and
redevelopment using current property values. However,
these values do provide insight into the current value of
Superfund properties and the potential loss in economic
value if the properties were not cleaned up and made Figure 7. Residential use at the South Andover site (Minnesota).
available for reuse or continued use.

EPA has collected property value for 55 Superfund sites in reuse and continued use in Region 5.° These sites span 888
property parcels and 4,192 acres. They have a total property value of $415 million. The average total property value per
acre is $99,000.

Land and improvement property value information is available for 48 sites. These properties have a total land value of
$127 million and a total improvement value of $276 million.®

Property tax information is available for 54 sites. The properties generate a combined $11 million in local property taxes
annually.

Table 2. Property Value and Tax Information for Sites in Reuse and Continued Use in Region 5°

Total Property Value Total Annual Property
Valvec per Acre Taxes
(48 sites) (54 sites)? (54 sites)

S$127 million 5276 million S$415 million 599,000 $11 million

HeliEl e e Total Property Value

(55 sites)

Total Land Value

(48 sites)®

? Results are based on an EPA Superfund Redevelopment Initiative effort to collect on-site property values and property taxes for a subset of Superfund sites. The

property value and tax amounts reflect the latest property value year and tax data year available in county assessor datasets, which varied from 2016 to 2019. For
additional information, see Sources. Throughout this report, property and tax values may not sum exactly to the totals presented due to rounding.

b Detailed (land and improvement) property value data as well as tax data were not available for every site.

¢ Land and improvement value for five of the sites is listed as $0.

9 Based on total property value amount of $415 million divided by total acreage of 4,192.

5 There are 104 additional sites in reuse or continued use in Region 5 for which EPA does not have property value or tax data, including 14 NPL federal facilities.
See footnote 1, page 1.

6 Property values consist of land value and the value of any improvements (buildings and infrastructure) placed on a property. When sites are redeveloped,
some or all of these improvements may be new or already in place. In some cases, the breakdown showing the land value and improvement value is not always
available; only the total property value may be available.
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Beneficial Effects from Enhanced Recreational and Ecological Amenities

In addition to hosting commercial developments, retail centers and industrial facilities, many Region 5 sites in reuse
and continued use provide recreational and ecological benefits. Greenspace and habitat reuses help attract visitors and
residents and indirectly contribute to local economies.

Careful planning can enable the integration of green spaces and habitat into site cleanup plans, resulting in the
transformation of contaminated properties into valuable community and wildlife assets. Green spaces are integral
components of sustainable communities — they can help protect the environment and human health while providing
other social and economic benefits. Parks, community gardens and other public green spaces create opportunities for
people to gather, exercise and connect with nature. The creation of green spaces and habitat at once-contaminated
properties can serve to re-introduce ecosystems and biodiversity into urban and suburban landscapes by providing
corridors for migrating species and preserving habitat. They can also mitigate stormwater runoff problems by slowly
absorbing and naturally filtering stormwater, resulting in improved water quality due to decreased runoff and erosion.

Parks, natural areas and scenic landscapes also have great economic value — supporting regional economies through
tourism, agriculture and other activities. Economic impacts of recreational activities can include outdoor recreation
spending and reduced public costs related to healthcare and infrastructure. In 2017, outdoor recreation contributed
$887 billion to the U.S. economy, supporting 7.6 million jobs and generating $65.3 billion in national tax revenue and
$59.2 billion in state and local tax revenue.” Protected green space can also increase the property values of nearby
homes by providing amenities that draw people to live and work in the community.

Many sites in Region 5 provide recreational and ecological benefits. The DuPage County Landfill/Blackwell Forest
Preserve site in Warrenville, lllinois, supports a recreation area with restored native prairie vegetation, picnic areas, trails,
an observation area and a snow tubing run. To convert the Butterworth #2 Landfill area into a public recreation resource,
the city of Grand Rapids, Michigan, worked with EPA on reuse plans to ensure the protectiveness of the remedy and
enable several recreational uses, including sports fields, walking and biking trails, and a skate park. At the H.0O.D. Landfill
site in Antioch, Illinois, recreation resources include 30 acres of soccer, field hockey and softball facilities. Area schools
use the site’s wetlands as an environmental education resource.

Figure 8. Picnic area and ecological reuse at the DuPage County Landfill/Blackwell Forest Preserve site (lllinois).

7  The Outdoor Recreation Economy. Outdoor Industry Association. Available at https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/0IA_RecEconomy
FINAL Single.pdf.
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https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/OIA_RecEconomy_FINAL_Single.pdf
https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/OIA_RecEconomy_FINAL_Single.pdf
http://outdoorindustry.org/pdf/OIA_OutdoorRecEconomyReport2012.pdf.  

Figure 9. Wetlands created along the Scioto River at the Bowers Landfill site (Ohio).

Why Are Wetlands Economically Important?

Superfund site reuse can support wetland habitat, as seen at several sites in Region 5. Cleanup of the Fox River
NRDA/PCB Releases site has helped restore wild rice areas and wetlands, and improved fisheries to increase
populations of native fish. At the Bowers Landfill site in Circleville, Ohio, wetlands along the Scioto River floodplain
help protect the landfill cap and provide valuable habitat for plants, birds, fish and animals.

Wetlands provide a variety of benefits. The combination of shallow water, high levels of nutrients and primary
productivity is ideal for organisms that form the base of the food web and feed many species of fish, amphibians,
shellfish and insects. Wetlands are extremely effective in removing pollutants from water and acting as filters for
future drinking water. Wetlands play a role in reducing the frequency and intensity of floods. They can store large
amounts of carbon. They also provide recreational amenities.

These benefits also have economic value. Replacing wetlands’ water treatment services with manmade facilities,
for example, would be expensive. Worldwide, wetlands provide an estimated $14.9 trillion in ecosystem services.
To learn more, see:

e EPA’s Economic Benefits of Wetlands: www.epa.gov/sites
economicbenefits.pdf.
e EPA’s Why Are Wetlands Important?: www.epa.gov/wetlands/why-are-wetlands-important.
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Beneficial Effects from Alternative Energy Projects

Alternative energy projects produce a range of beneficial
effects. They can support construction and operations
jobs, spur local investment in manufacturing and
materials, create benefits for landowners in the form of
land lease or right-of-way payments, lower energy costs,
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. They can also
help hedge against energy price and supply volatility,
help support local business competitiveness and
technology supply chain development, provide outreach
and public relations opportunities for site owners and
local communities, and contribute to broader economic
development planning.

Several efforts in Region 5 have encouraged
opportunities for alternative energy project
development on Superfund sites:

Figure 10. Since 1998, methane produced by the landfill at the Southside
Sanitary Landfill site has been used to power and heat the 6.5-acre
Crossroads Greenhouse (Indiana).

e The Southside Sanitary Landfill site in Indianapolis,
Indiana, is home to an award-winning landfill gas
management system. Crossroads Greenhouses, one
of the largest methane-powered greenhouses in the
United States, has captured more the 2.2 million
cubic feet of methane gas each day from the site
since 1998. Decomposing waste at the site provides
all energy used by the 6.5-acre greenhouse. In
addition, the landfill sells methane generated
on site to the nearby Rolls-Royce Corporation’s
Indianapolis facilities and Vertellus Specialties’ l i
Indianapolis facility for use as boiler and generator ‘ i | et il i B
fuel. Because methane burns much more cleanly =
than other fuels, the use of this energy source helps
reduce facility emissions.

e The Pine Bend Sanitary Landfill in Dakota County,
Minnesota, has continued to operate as a sanitary
landfill since 1971. Part of the site’s remedy includes

a landfill gas collection system. Landfill gas collected : , A =
from the system is directed to an on-site gas-to- Figure 11. The Maywood Solar Farm at the Reilly Tar & Chemical Corp.
(Indianapolis Plant) site includes over 36,000 solar panels (Indiana).

energy conversion plant, where it is converted into
electricity.

e The Reilly Tar & Chemical Corp. (Indianapolis Plant) in Indianapolis, Indiana, became the Midwest’s first utility-scale
solar farm on a Superfund site in February 2014. Developers worked with EPA, state and local agencies to ensure that
the solar installation minimized disturbance of the site’s remedy. The 10.8-megawatt Maywood Solar Farm operates
on 43 acres of the site and includes over 36,000 solar panels. In April 2014, EPA presented the solar developer with
the first-ever Region 5 RENEW Award in recognition of its commitment to the site’s safe and beneficial use.
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REDEVELOPMENT IN ACTION

CONTINENTAL STEEL CORP.

Soccer, Solar Energy and Stormwater Infrastructure

The 183-acre Continental Steel Corp. Superfund site is located in Kokomo, Indiana. At one point, the Continental Steel
Corporation was the largest employer in Kokomo. The plant produced nails, rods, wire and fencing from scrap steel. For
nearly 70 years, facility operations contaminated the site and nearby soil, sediment, surface water and groundwater with
hazardous substances including volatile organic compounds, polychlorinated biphenyls and heavy metals. A stream was
left polluted and lead was found in nearby residential yards. The corporation declared bankruptcy and closed in 1986.

In 1989, EPA added the site to the NPL. Demolition and decontamination of the plant began in 1999. Cleanup includes
treatment of contaminated groundwater, excavation of contaminated soil and sediment, capping of areas of residual
contamination, and institutional controls. Three wind turbines on site produce over half of the energy needed to power
groundwater treatment operations.

As cleanup began, EPA, the state, the community and local developers worked together to support the return of portions
of the site to productive use. In 2001, the city of Kokomo applied for and received an EPA pilot grant — it provided
$100,000 for site reuse planning efforts. By planning for redevelopment during the cleanup, forward-thinking decisions
laid the groundwork for the successful reuse of the blighted land and provided new hope for the community. The city
finalized the site’s reuse plan in 2004. The plan called for development of a soccer complex on a former lagoon area at
the plant. In 2013, the city acquired the site property. To address the potential liability concerns, EPA provided the city
with comfort letters outlining appropriate precautions and stating that the site’s remedy was compatible with planned
uses.

The first phase of the 60-acre Wildcat Creek Soccer Complex sports facility was completed in 2015. To date, four full-size
fields, parking lots and a concession stand have been built. When finished, it will accommodate 30 youth and full-size
soccer fields, a walking trail and more parking. The complex has enhanced community access to recreational and outdoor
activities.

Site redevelopment also focused on the former main plant area as the potential location of a solar energy facility. In

June 2016, the Kokomo Plan Commission approved construction of a $9 million solar array on 25 acres at the site. The
solar developers coordinated closely with the city, Indiana Department of Environmental Management and EPA on the
project’s design and construction to make sure it was compatible with other site uses and with the site’s remedy. In
December 2016, a $10 million, 7.2-megawatt solar facility began operating at the site. Kokomo Solar Park includes 21,000
solar panels, making it one of the largest solar arrays in Indiana. The city receives revenue from the facility’s $36,000
annual lease agreement and saves money from reduced property maintenance costs as well. Cleanup of site creeks also
resulted in ecological and recreational benefits. The cleanup improved water quality and, following creek cleanup, a

boat ramp and parking area were put in to facilitate access to the water. In April 2017, EPA Region 5 presented the local
government with a RENEW Award in recognition of excellence in site reuse. EPA Region 5 developed the RENEW Award
to recognize outstanding efforts in the reuse of Superfund sites that strengthen communities and advance environmental
protection. As of 2017, tax assessors valued the site at $2.2 million, a massive gain from the $5,000 the city paid for the
property in 2013.

Figure 13. Councilman Thomas
Miklik and EPA Region 5 acting
Superfund Director Margaret
Guerriero at the 2017 reuse
award ceremony at the
Continental Steel Corp. site
(Indiana).
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