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Introduction 

The Coeur d’Alene Basin in northern Idaho is one of the largest historic mining districts in the world. Over 100 
years of commercial mining, milling and smelting resulted in the widespread contamination of soil, sediment, 
groundwater and surface water in the area now known as the Bunker Hill Mining and Metallurgical Complex 
Superfund site. Extensive cooperation and collaboration among the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ), the Idaho Panhandle Health District (PHD), and other local 
and state agencies resulted in the cleanup and restoration of over 7,000 properties. The site’s unique and 
comprehensive institutional control program (ICP) has enabled continued use and new development across the 
site – providing a framework in which regulatory agencies and the community can approach cleanups, manage 
risks, and address community and developer concerns. The ongoing, open communication and innovative thinking 
of site stakeholders has resulted in the remarkable transformation of this once-contaminated industrial site into 
a revitalized area built on a shared vision of a better future.    

Superfund site restoration and reuse can revitalize local economies with jobs, new businesses, tax revenues and 
local spending. Cleanup may also take place while active land uses remain on site. Today, the site supports a wide 
range of commercial, industrial, public service, residential and recreational reuses. The site is now home to the 
Silver Mountain Resort, a year-round tourist destination that offers recreation opportunities – including skiing, 
golf, biking and an indoor water park – to locals and visitors. The Trail of the Coeur d'Alenes, a 72-mile scenic bike 
trail, passes through the site. Cleanup has also resulted in significant ecological benefits, including the restoration 
and revegetation of once-barren hillsides across the site. This case study explores the area’s innovative cleanup 
and reuse, illustrating the beneficial effects of Superfund redevelopment. 

Beneficial Effects 

• Businesses within the Bunker Hill Box (the Box) employ over 2,800 people, providing about $105 
million in annual employment income and generating an estimated $346 million in annual sales.

• Site properties in the Box are currently valued at nearly $282 million. They generate about $4.4 
million in annual property tax revenues.

• The taxes generated by the Silver Mountain Resort are key to funding barrier maintenance efforts. 

• Cleanup has resulted in significant ecological benefits, including the revegetation of miles of once-
barren hillsides and the restoration of once-contaminated farmland as healthy wetland habitat. 
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