
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Participation 
EPA chose the ROD’s Selected Remedy after careful review of all public comment received during the 
90-day public comment period that began when the Proposed Plan for cleanup was released in June 
2023. Our responses to those comments are included in the ROD’s Responsiveness Summary.  

EPA Signs the Record of Decision 
On January 10, 2025, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) signed the 
Record of Decision (ROD) for cleanup of the Anaconda Aluminum Co Columbia Falls 
Reduction Plant Superfund Site, also called the Columbia Falls Aluminum Company 
Superfund Site or CFAC Site. The ROD marks the transition from investigation to 
cleanup. It specifies the components of cleanup. It gives an overview of site history 
and enforcement, community participation, characteristics, land use, human health 
and ecological risks, and cleanup objectives. It describes what cleanup alternatives 
were evaluated and the results of the evaluation. Finally, it outlines the Selected 
Remedy for cleanup and how it meets legal requirements.  
 

 

Cleanup Phase Begins at the 
Columbia Falls Aluminum 
Company Superfund Site 

January 2025 

The Montana 
Department of 

Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) has been EPA’s 
partner throughout 

the Superfund process 
at this site. DEQ has 
concurred with the 

ROD.  

EPA engaged with the community prior to the release of the Proposed Plan, during the public comment period with 
numerous fact sheets, public meetings, open houses, and discussions with local groups, and extensively after the public 
comment period. EPA also arranged for independent public assistance with understanding technical aspects of the 
Proposed Plan by engaging a contractor to lead four local public meetings during the comment period. Additional 
outreach in 2024 has included events (public meeting, office hours, farmer’s market booth, and a site tour hosted by 
CFAC) in April, June, July, and August and preparation of many topical fact sheets that address issues raised during and 
after the public comment period. The fact sheets are available at www.epa.gov/superfund/columbia-falls.  

 
The Selected Remedy 
The Selected Remedy consolidates and encapsulates contaminant sources 
to eliminate exposure pathways, reduce movement of contaminants to site 
groundwater, and bring levels of contaminants in seeps near the Flathead 
River into compliance with ecological standards. The individual components 
of the remedy are shown at right. Wastes will not be moved off site. The 
estimated cost for cleanup is $57,634,528.  Long-term Monitoring and   
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Monitoring and maintenance will follow construction to ensure that the system is functioning as planned. 
Five-year reviews will ensure protectiveness and permanence.  

 

Consent Decree

• The enforceable 
legal agreement 
that requires 
cleanup

Design

• Details of the 
design 
components

• Some initial field 
work and 
studies

• Approval by EPA 
and DEQ

Construction

• Construction of 
the cleanup

• Oversight by 
EPA and DEQ

What’s Next? 

Would you like to learn more? 
EPA will hold office hours in Columbia Falls in January 2025 to answer questions on the ROD. Time and 

location will be announced in the Hungry Horse News and Flathead Beacon in advance.  

Do you have questions? 
Please contact any of the people listed below for help.  
• Dana Barnicoat, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator, 406-560-6261, barnicoat.dana@epa.gov    
• Matt Dorrington, EPA Remedial Project Manager, 406-457-5023, dorrington.matthew@epa.gov   
• Nolan Lister, Montana DEQ, Public Information Officer, 406-444-6469, nolan.lister@mt.gov 
• Dick Sloan, Montana DEQ, Project Officer, 406-444-6442, rsloan@mt.gov  

 

The ROD and a wealth of other information are available online at: 
www.epa.gov/superfund/columbia-falls 

  
You can read a hard copy of the ROD at the local information repository: 

ImagineIF Library – Columbia Falls, 130 6th St. W., 406-892-5919 (Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm, Sat, 10am-2pm) 
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