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Silver Bow Creek

The Life of a Site*Know the Basics Proposed Plan Update
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* Super Simpli�ed

SUPERFUND STEPS







On April 11, 2019, EPA issued a proposed plan to amend the 
existing cleanup decision (the record of decision). The 60-
day public comment period runs from April 11 to June 11, 
2019. EPA will hold two public meetings to explain the 
details and collect feedback. Public comment received by 
June 11 will be evaluated before a final decision is made.

Some of the proposed changes are shown below.

A Quick Look at
Superfund in

Butte, Montana

Butte Priority Soils Operable Unit  Silver Bow Creek/Butte Area Superfund Site

Butte Priority Soils Current Issues
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For more site information: 
please contact Chris Wardell, 
EPA Community Involvement 

Coordinator, phone: 303.312.6062, 
email: wardell.christopher@epa.gov 

EPA’s mission is to protect  
human health and the 
environment. 

EPA involves communities 
in a Superfund process that 
tracks work along a time 
line to make sure the site is 
cleaned up and can be used 
again.  

Removal of 
contaminated 
sediments, streambanks 
and floodplain materials 
along Silver Bow Creek 
and Blacktail Creek. 
Capture and treatment 
of contaminated 
ground water.

Additional work on 
Butte Reclamation 
Evaluation System 
sites.

It’s Big and Right in Butte
Operable units (OUs) are manageable portions of large 

Superfund sites. The Butte Priority Soils OU (BPSOU) was 
created to address the highest priority soils first. It includes 

4,233 acres in Uptown Butte. There are thousands of 
residential yards in this unit. 

It’s Mining-Related
The source of contamination in BPSOU residential 

areas is historical smelter emissions, mine waste dumps, and 
other mining-related activities. Butte Hill is known as the 

"richest hill on earth" because it has naturally high levels of 
metals and other minerals

Contamination Is Widespread
Contamination is in soils, mine wastes, and contaminated  

attic dust in Butte and in the alluvial groundwater  
and surface water of the historic and current Silver Bow 

Creek  floodplain within the city of Butte.

A LOT Has Been Accomplished
Superfund cleanup began in 1987. Soil caps have been used 

to protect the public from waste rock. Groundwater is 
collected and treated, sources have been removed, and  

land has been reclaimed. A Residential Metals  
Abatement Program was established to reduce harmful 
residential exposures to lead and other contaminants.

Work Remains
Site work is in varying stages of completion (see Life of a 

Site). Contaminated sediments will be removed from stream 
channel bottoms and stream banks and the floodplain will 

be cleaned up. Stormwater management will minimize 
impacts from runoff and return Silver Bow Creek to its 

beneficial uses. 

It’s a Team Effort
Community cleanup continues to be completed by Atlantic 

Richfield and Butte Silver Bow under the oversight of the 
EPA and other partners (U.S. Department of Justice and 

State of Montana). 

www.epa.gov/superfund/silver-bow-butte
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