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Best Practices Within the TSMD Watersheds 
Lead is toxic if it is inhaled or swallowed and can cause lifelong negative health effects in children under age 7 
and pregnant and nursing mothers. Within the impacted watersheds, EPA recommends minimizing your 
exposure to lead and other mining wastes in contaminated sediments, soils, and surface water, especially 
when practicing subsistence lifeways. Families and caregivers of young children can take these precautions 
when hunting, fishing, gathering, and recreating. For more information, visit: www.epa.gov/mo/protect-your-

family-lead-hazards-historic-lead-mining-areas-fact-sheet-august-2022. 

Wash hands, especially children’s hands, after handling soil, 
playing outside, and before meals. 

Before you eat that fish, check local Fish Advisories 
to prevent unintended ingestion of lead. 

After playing in sand, change clothes, wash 
hands, feet, and bathe when returning indoors. 

“Pb&J just want to say, please follow these tips every day! Teach me to be lead-free!” 
– Your friends, Phoebe bullfrog and Joe Armadillo, aka Pb&J.

Parents and caregivers of young children can use “Pb&J” to communicate lead poisoning prevention best 
practices to kids using friendly characters with simple, memorable rhymes. For free downloadable Pb&J-
themed children’s materials – including an activity sheet, temporary tattoos, button, and sticker templates (to 
color in) – visit this link: https://semspub.epa.gov/work/07/30826632.pdf. 

Where Are the Tri-State Mining District Watersheds in the Superfund Process? 
The TSMD watersheds are currently in the Remedial Investigation (RI) and Feasibility Study (FS) portion of the 
Superfund process. This means that the current focus of work is to characterize the concentration and 
movement of contaminants in surface water and sediment, and then evaluate potential cleanup options for 
the TSMD watersheds. After the potential cleanup options are evaluated, EPA will present the preferred 
cleanup alternative to the public for review. Each TSMD Superfund site has watershed-specific Operable Units 
(OUs) or project areas with unique characterization and assessment needs. EPA is currently studying perennial 
streams in each of these watershed OUs, whereas prior site investigations focused on other stream segments. 
This study also includes sampling and analysis of floodplain soils that may be transported downstream during 
flooding events.  

Completed Watershed Work Ongoing Watershed Work Upcoming Watershed Work 

�x Upper TSMD Watershed
Remedial Investigation report

�x Lower TSMD Watersheds
Remedial Investigation report

�x Lower TSMD Watersheds
Human Health Risk
Assessment (HHRA) report

�x Lower TSMD Watersheds
Preliminary Remediation Goal
(PRG) memorandum

�x Upper and Lower TSMD
Watersheds data gap sampling, as
needed

�x Combined HHRA report for the
Upper and Lower TSMD
Watersheds

�x Combined Ecological Risk
Assessment for the Upper and
Lower TSMD Watersheds

�x Pilot Studies to support the FS

�x Draft final PRG
memorandum

�x Early or interim action
measures to reduce
contamination in small
sections of the
watersheds



https://semspub.epa.gov/work/07/30828925.pdf
https://semspub.epa.gov/work/07/30828926.pdf
https://semspub.epa.gov/work/06/100023850.pdf
https://semspub.epa.gov/work/07/30825872.pdf
https://semspub.epa.gov/work/07/30826462.pdf
https://semspub.epa.gov/work/06/100004764.pdf
https://semspub.epa.gov/work/06/9929891.pdf
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About EPA’s Community Involvement Program – Key goals of EPA’s 
Superfund Community Involvement program are to ensure that community 
members affected by Superfund actions: 1) are aware of EPA’s activities; 2) have 
opportunities to influence site cleanup and reuse decisions, and 3) are aware that 
their concerns are considered in the site decision-making process. 

Lead Poisoning Prevention Tips: Let’s do our part to be lead-smart! 
EPA has been working in the TSMD to protect families from lead hazards for years. 
While people are waiting for a lead test and/or cleanup during the “heavy lifting” of 

EPA’s physical cleanup, people can minimize their exposure to lead in the home. A 
Jasper County Children’s Coloring Book character, named “Pb Possum” (after the chemical 
symbol for lead) promoted lead poisoning prevention for kids at: https://semspub.epa.gov/work/07/30826670.pdf.   

“Pb&J,” our new lead safety friends, also share tips to reduce or 
prevent lead exposure:   

“Hey! It’s Pb&J! 
We’ll show you the way 

to be lead-safe when you eat and play! 
Here are three tips,   

from our lips: 

Opportunities to Get Involved! 
 Sign up for EPA’s contact lists for site

and/or watershed updates. 

 Attend EPA’s meetings and events.

 Invite EPA to participate in or present
events in your community. 

 Contact EPA to provide input on
communication or technical assistance

needs. 

 Provide ideas for lead health education for
children and their caregivers to prevent

lead exposure. 

Contact EPA! 
EPA’s Region 7 Community   
Involvement Coordinator 

Elizabeth Kramer, 913-551-7186 or 
kramer.elizabeth@epa.gov or 

r7-tmsd@epa.gov 

EPA’s Region 6 Community   
Involvement Coordinator 

Janetta Coats, 214-665-7308 or 
coats.janetta@epa.gov   

EPA welcomes community input and ideas on tips 
and future outreach materials to protect people 

from lead hazards, especially children under 7 years 
old, parents, and their caregivers. For mailing list 

changes, to send comments on this digest, contact 
the editors, or submit articles for consideration, 

please contact Elizabeth Kramer, as noted above. 
Mention of trade names, products, or services does 

not convey, and should not be interpreted as 
conveying, official EPA approval. endorsement, or 

recommendation. 

FREE Children’s Activities! 

Download free templates to print stickers, buttons, and 
a Pb&J children’s activity sheet, online, at: 

https://semspub.epa.gov/work/07/30826632.pdf. 

Thank you for making our day! – Pb&J 

https://semspub.epa.gov/work/07/30826670.pdf
https://semspub.epa.gov/work/07/30826632.pdf
mailto:kramer.elizabeth@epa.gov
mailto:r7-tmsd@epa.gov
mailto:coats.janetta@epa.gov


https://www.epa.gov/mo/missouri-cleanups
http://www.epa.gov/ks/kansas-cleanups



