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RE: Finst Ingornmation Request Silak/Internchem Site in Alton, Towa
Dear Mr. McDonald:

In nesponse to "Finst Ingormation Request" neceived Februarny 9, 1990,
grom the Kansas City U.S. EPA Office, Attorney Lonen J. Veldhuizen of Alton,
Towa, gives this nesponse on behalf of Mr. Arlin N. Pottebaum.

1. The person answerning these questions on beha£5 0§ Mr. Alin N.
Pottebaum 48 Lornen J. Veldhuizen, Attonney at Law, Box H, AlLton, Towa, 51003.

2. The nesponses contained herein are Limited to the information
available to Mr. Pottebaum and his penbonaﬂ rnecollection of the events
described.

3. For each answen herein the pentinent documents are all, to the best
infornmation and belief of Mr. Pottebaum, in the possession and custody of the
Silak Company which is now conthofled by BLoskas enterprises on the Small
Business Administration of the United States Govermment. Mr. Pottebaum has no
continuing access to any such documentation and nelies strnictly upon his
personal memory of the events that transpired in the identified time grame -
1980 to present.

4. a. Silak - from 1980 until May of 1984 Mr. Pottebaum was the

President, the CEO and the majornity shareholdenr;

b. 1Interchem - from 1980 untif May of 1984 Mr. Pottebaum was the
President, the CEQ and the majornity shareholden;
c. WHB Specialties, Inc. - no relationship (subsequent corporation
04 -BLoskas); '

d. DeNova Industries, Inc. - no relationship (subsequent
corporation of BLoskas);

5. Ma. Pottebaum s£ilf hofds an unpaid Note orniginally drawn for
$60,000.00 for the sake of Silak stock and some personal assets to William H.
Bloskas and his associated entenprnises. The unpaid balance on that Note 4is
$55,000.00 and a Sioux County Distrnict Cournt Lawsuit has been filfed seeking



necovery of the balance of that Note which is personally guaranteed by William
H. Bloskas. The site contains personal property belonging to Mr. Pottebaum,
including certain storage nacks and othen contents of the building. Title to
the neal estate described as "the site" 4is in dispute and Mr. Pottebaum has a
strhonger claim to this rneal estate than any othen apparent claimant.

6. Mn. Pottebaum owns a nesidential property occupied by his family in
Hosperns, Towa, on which a $65,000.00 Montgage exists and there 4s probably no
equity 4n that property at this time. Mr. Pottebaum also owns sonted items of
machinery and equipment used in his transpontation enterprise, but existing
indebtedness equals the value thereof. These properties are under securnity
agreement with the Citizens State Bank of Sheldon, Iowa.

7. a. Pernsonal tax netwwns fon this answering party are being
assembled and will be fowarded when they become available.

b. ALL conponrate neconds are 4in the custody of the SBA orn W. H.
Bloskas and associates as above noted.

§. Mr. Pottebaum personally supervised and participated in the
handLing, formulating, packaging, stoning, and/on disposal of the indicated
pesticides, products and materials.

9. Persons assisting Mr. Pottebaum in the handling and management
activities included Rogern Lukken and Kathy Dreckman, both of Alton, Towa. In
addition, there were numerous Line workens employed by the §inm oven the yeans
and ‘a List those employees is contained in the Silak records above noted.

10. List of persons on §irms who supplied technical grade pesticides
brought to the site fornmulation are: 1) Farnam Companies, Phoenix, Arizona;
?2) Loveland Industries, Loveland, Colonado; 3) Bloskas § Associates, Greely,
Colonrado; 4) PLatt Chemical, Fremont, Nebraska; 5) Kaw Vatlley Chemical (Don
Fox), Kansas; 6) Sianamid Corporation for Melathyon; 7) Elanco for Correll
Henbicide - various pesticides; §) Shell Chemical - various pesticides; 9) as
othern contacts are necalled that data will be fowarded as supplemental
material.

M. Pottebaum khnows that the conpornate neconds contain a wealth of
data nelfating to suppliens and product handlerns with whom Silak and Interchem
did business oven the yeans. These included a variety of majon and Lessden
entenprises and he will continue to drnaw upon his memorny fo glean additional
Anformation which may be helpful.

11. ALL contract agreements, bills of sale and other documents are in
the custody of BLoskas on SBA as above noted.

12. Ma. Pottebaum necalls that a Large shipment of approximately 20
tuckloads of dust product were received on the site after the supengund



cleanup at the Adldex plant. Mr. Don Fox contracted with Mr. Pottebaum o
delivern this product forn stonage on the site at the cost of $1,100.00 per
month. Howevern, although the product was delivered no payments gor storage
wene ever made and the product was nemoved at a Latern date without the
knowledge on consent of Mr. Pottebaum. 1t appeared that Mr. Fox hoped %o
develop the process by which the Atrazine/lasso dust could be pressed into
granule fornm fon application. Mr. Pottebaum purchased a blender which was
intended forn use Ain the neconstituting process but the whole arrangement broke
down and apparently the ownen of the product removed it at an unknown time %o
an unknown place.

Mr. Pottebaum necalls additional information nelated to the
compound known as toxaphene that came to the site grom Phil Mosern of Denven,
Colonado. Some of this maternial was resold off the site as ready-to-use
product by Mr. Don Fox, as well as being used in Zhe counse of business gor
othen products and suppliens.

These answers constitute the cuwrent knowledge, information and belief
0f Mi. Anlin N. Pottebaum and are submitted in compliance with Zhe hrequest
made February 9, 1990, by David A. Wagonen, Dinector, Waste Management
Division.

Yours verny thuly, .

Gt

Lonen J. Veld en
Attorney at
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Box 173
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