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ACREAGE

PART III

W.ARD V
24th &. Poppleton Avenue
6th &. Pine Streets
3rd &. Fr19derick Streets

V/A.RD II
20th &. Burdette Streets

LOCATION'

WARD I
Fo~ier &Fiorenoe Blvd.
16th &: Anles Avenue
North of Florence
29th &. Fil1lIl,ore stre19t
North of Flor19n*e
19th &.PrettStreet
24th&. I):allsas AV19nuEl
North of Flor19nce
Florenc19 Blvd. &. Road, Up Riv19r
13th &. BOyd Street

\1l\RD VI
22nd &. LStreets
15th &. U Streets
15th &. Deer Park Blvd~

PUBLIC AGENCIES PROvtDING RECllEATION

\7.ARD III
29th &. Burt Streets 3.5

_____ -+"--16,_t_h_~ca:':~~t_r_e~~ +-_1.72 5_.22-1'

_____w._~~!_~__________ _ ~~

PARK:

1. Public Parks

Chief consideration should be given to the park systam because it has
~~ most of the publio reoreation service for Omaha' in the past.

'orties~ Facilities

The total public park acreage owned by the City of Omaha end its dis­
by wards is as ~ollows:

iew
.roct
ark

ce Playground

'Tract (Bird Preserve)
River Drive

Carter

...... - --,-

'luUlbus Park
hlman Park
verview Park
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2386.41

4.46
5.64
5.6
3.72 19.42

5.?
5.87
4~2

5.8
1.94 21.51

57.7
6.0 63.?

12.0
207.2

5.00
5.6
4.5 250.50

114.5
2.14
1.1
2.9
3.13,
0.82
1.5 125.89

I

1.7
107.55 109.25---,---------------

--------------_--:

W.A1ID X
53rd& Cuming Streets
33rd & Cass streets
38th &Owning Strdets
Happy Ro11ow & Und.erwOod Ave.

\'lARD VII
56th & ~ Streets
25th & B Streets
20th to Harrison Sta.
41st &.'w Streets
41st Ave. &. H Streets

W.A1ID XI
67th &Military Avenue
65th &. Bedford AvenUe
4?th &. Deoatur Streets
49th &Bedford Avenue
51st & Decatur Streets
43rd &. Ohio Streets
54th Avenue &. Lake Streets

Wl>lID IX
52nd &Dewey Ave.
60th &Leavenworth Ste. ~~

Turner Blvd•. & Leave.nwOrth ~.

~4th &Leavenworth Sts.~~~
51st & Dodgs Streets

WARD VIII
Park &. Woolworth Aves.
39th &. Grover sts.

---+-----------------
WARD XII

50th & State Streets
44th & llmes Ave.

------------~----------------

•k
lie Turner Blvd.
&. 34th St.

ord Perl!;
bllr Park

(\,(I'I.\1l

o Municipally Owned Park Areas, June 15, 1956. Total

~he above table does not include other areas commonly referred to as
reoreation oenters such as: The Airport, Forest Reserve, and misc­
~lUall tracts throughout the city whioh. are not under the jurisdiction

Ufiloipality.

;,",i
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No .. of
Spaces Used
For I'lay­

,Gro d

I
I

I

Benson Park - - - - - - - 5.6
spring Lalce Park - 2.
Athlp.ti~ P~~k __ - - _ ~ h_

472.87
3480>35
882.75
31(l ..76
103.92
987.,59
167.26
131..83

14.9
4189 ..75

29 ..71

,!
POPulation
Per ;Park

" ACr,

'43e.35
390 ..10
21.51
63 ..7

231) ..3
19-.4,2

125..89
109.25

1466 ..94
4 ..
5..22

'2386..41

19135
.~01"P. of
Park .A:rea

'si tuated in two wards, 5 and 6

Dictribution £f PropertiosListedAbove.

,from this poiht to the following major parks is as indioated

21,999
:1.6;759
15;510
8;442

20;499
13&1,0
18;988
19j7~7 "
23,9:33
19.179
21,057
14402 ,I

1930
Popu1"tion

214 175

"blo also indioates the population per park acre, the number of spaces use
:lferound purposes and the number Of individual Park \.!liits•.

OWing to:ble indioates the geograp)lioal distributiou of Omab.ll.Parks
o;tpo.1 Playground areas by wards· and the population of the wards.
,.Hon of the wards, was OOlllputed from the U. S. ·oensus reoords as of

S~11100 1930 the population has shifted slight1Y~
~,.' .

LE III

ic generally reoognized that the approximate center of population
~ity and 'also the north and south center of the most serious juvenile
inquendy areas is located near 23rd and Dodge Streets.

ler Park - - - - - - - 3.4 miles
l1Illel Park - - ~ .., '6 ..25 milos

'pntenelle Park - -- - -3.35 miles

.:.-.

"'..' - '~' ..

~"';''''''-e,_~..



:BB~on of Recreation and the Rome is the stat~ent that of
.~ 1I1C(,rviewed, 45% do not have automobiles and~_4gJLre:p.ort
playgrounds within walking distance of their homes,

~ptl ~.£!~ Properties

cot tho devolopment and present uses of the individual park
. no ehown perk by park in the Appendix of this report,

Faeilities ill the Parks......... --
~nG Table IV. page 12. indicates certain facts regarding

Vwards, the number of spaces used for children's playgrounds,
Ill, recreation biuildings, shelters or pavilions, areas "ihere
io placed, arsas SUitable for mass games, band stands~

drJ.nking fountains, wading pools, swimming pools, bath houses,
bnll diamonds, soft bail diamonds, tennis courts, horse shoe
Olf noles, picnic facilities, and other types of facilities
~kB. .

10 lists
17 centers which are SUitable f~r and actuallY being used
for municipal playground purposes during the 1936 playground
soason.

10 other major parks which are used for picnics and other
forms of outdoor recreation but which are unsuitable for
children's ~laygrounds.

11
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1;11)on A.P .A. is through there will still be a shortage of
r1f5% necessary to meet ste.hdard requirer.1ents ...

13

Stil
Short

Planned .
in WPA

Pro.ects

Present
Facilities

Necessary
in Owaha
Pe.rks

3
,

::3
16

° 33
76 6
65 42

# Special note on~

'" Well sUpplied or planned for ....

1936

FACILITIES TABLE

Or1l:111a Parks now have ~

l\(j(l for \.U1der W.P.A. Projects~

d~d to meet acceptable ptandards for Perks.

" Oml\h,," Parks now have 30% necessary facilities~

~ W.P,A. Projects now ul1der cOl1struction (if and when
finished) will add 25%~

·lm/\'tr.\ of costs are given. Costs depend on standards of
IlIlI: U.18d, labor and other essentials v/hich offer variables~

··ot,,! nooding early attention are:
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~o~ to the operation and maintenanoo of parks and recreation in
~Vgd from direct appropriations by the City Council from general tax
.r@ is no speoial tax levy for park and recreation p~rp6ses.

{,Xp"ndi tnres of the Parle Depe.rtment for the period 1889 - 1935 inclu­
lied by the BoolCkeeping Division of the Park Department~nMaroh 1936.,

* PARK DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES

1;1'~-"'"xP=E",lJ",D",Z",D,--++---,X"''E",AR",,''--.,1 MO~l'''''~'"YL±E~XPE~~N.D~.D",," D!L-l+--,YEJ~AR""--_!--,J~IO~r""'E="YL.:EXP~.=EN=DE,,,D,,,-,
,180.37 1905 I 30,563.26 1921 144,963.32
,000.27 1906 I 27,990.30 1922 160,739.00

;~~~:~; II ~~~~ ,I ~~;~~~:~~ i~~~ i~;:~~~:~~
,D42.73 I 1909 49,474.75 1925 158,064.87
, 8DO .17 II 1910 I 50,000.00 1926 161,624.36

1,656.11 III' 1911 I 50,000.00 1927 155,729.26
tl,f572.48 1912 I 54,205.34 1928 149,169.50
1IJ,247.84 i91,3 54;000.00 1929 149,169.50

,981,45 I 1914 62,718.00 1930 158,543.63
~!1,453.70 I 1915 87,923.00 1931 157,752.00
20,981.45 1916 111,537.00 1932 140,696.16
117,644.58 1917 104;206.00 1933 83,657.50
1.10,688.89 1918 118,914.05 1934 64,400.0Q
1(),937.65 1919 108;500.001935 63,800.00
'\0 357.44 1920 109 688.00 (A ro •

~ures have been t~cen from the annual report of the Board of Park Com-
of 1911 and from the books of the Park Superintendent which approximates

~II, for the Periods thereafter. Likewise the following data regarding
'~I! for park purposes have been taken. This inclUdes funds only, for capi­
~.

I" PARK BOND ISSUES
I::-::c::-:--------;;-.,-:-:c-:-CC71

1
1892 •.••••...•• $ 400,000
1908 ••. ",,,..... 50,000

1

1910 •••••••• ,.. 48,000\
1912 •••• ,...... 25,000

11913 50,00°1
1

1915 to to ••• to •• to • • 50,000
1916 • to to to •• to to. . • 60,0001
1917 ••••, ' • 100,0001

11918 10'0,0001
1921 .,......... 1°°10001
1922 .. to •• to , • .. • • .. 100 ~ OOOf
1923 i ••• ;...... 100,0001

"ll'o(\ nAn!
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Total
rnCOtl~

$ 286,220.00
161,51)8.55
102; '171.1)0

88,'214.40
11.:h()46.~28

$ 752,!351.13

Concessions

Concessions

~ 1,525.00
1,550.00
1,767.00
4,838.83
1 2631.43

;;'11,312.26

549.36
751.18

$1,300.54,

Total
:mxpend.i""ures

$267,000.38
199,221.13#
133,858.34#
93,526.77#

120~l,;57.l~
f;P 813,763.78

Misc.
Receipts

\$ 476.42

$ 476.42

BonO.
ISsues

Deduct
ifoD."dS

$ 3,814.40
946,,28

$ 100,000 n-;'i60.68

:1.\ 100,000

Materials &
SUpplies -

$ 30,080.00
22,600.35
25,082.90

XXX
XXX:

iP 77,763.25
:xxx g,op.ora1. £1.md.§..

mCOME~

$ 1)3,539.73
81),015.57
35,467.50,
32,101) •.86
41,037.54 $ 5,610.88

$294,170.20 $ 5,610.88
# ble.!2.c~ !r§:l bond !U.£.d~.

Tennis

Tennis, £9l!.

$ '" 28,555.00ii'
20,761.55

896.80 19,281040
1,283.50 1),117.55
1,76'1.90 15 2°77.55

$ 3,945':20 $ \12,793.05

C EXEENDITDRES -- FIVE YE:.R PERIOD - 1931-1935- -- ---

$ $ 21,699.33 $
15,296.58

'/83.06 31,825,,30 1,268,1)00
1,096.07 17,277.35 11)0.50
2,550.45 21,584.71 99.00

$ 4,459.58 $107,683.27 $ 1,558.45
@Of this - $1,117.00 was labor.

ior to 1933, there was no classification of expenditures for swimming,
, Ilis, and base ball.



Different Activities Are.

.1_ ~ - ..t.1r.." ,-" .... '\1l1Cl H OY'l incroasos in Omaha by
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any definite budgeting other than for gen­
OonsGquently J a thorough-going analysis of
is itl;,ossible.

concession fGes is derived entirGly from payments by
tho privilege of opGrating refreshocnt stands in parks.

!'llcord of ac count. keeping of thq Park Departmont provides
1(" ,wHications of expenditures:

(1) Salaries and wages and
(a) Matorials and supplies

Tennis - - 10¢ per hour per pOl' son
SwiL~ing - 10¢ per hour FGr person
Go lf - 25¢ for 18 ho les - 15¢ for 9 ho les

b~dn no record of
,tl((}l'U\nC0 ~)ur~)oses.

l>r.rlt oxpenditures

(a) No policy in the past to state financial requirements
based on .essential moeds of a modern park system.

(b) No detai led budget.
(c) No definite plan of uscs of parks and othor services.
(d) No cost accountil<g.

'i'\oh,l data included in Table XII given above show the income
~ou~ charges incidental to thG use of various park facilities
¥)!l.\·l"d, 1951 - 1955 inclusivG.

'h'l, to which the facilities from which the abovG revenUe is
lire self-l11aintaining, is shown by the same financial table.

ro"ult of the above stated weaknesses no annual allotment has
t1Jlde for recreation or hUL18..n use purposes.

~~ of Present Financial Procedure.

"wttknesses in Omaha t s financial procedure seem to be

lew of locating, improving, developing, and equipping types of areas
irod by "'odorn standards has been in effect.

or Otherwise? .;.;;;-;c.:..c.
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J\,THll1TXC l'jillIC
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\ \ \ II CL.fl'll( GAnK I,

serve as ~ athletic field for South Hi;;h and the South Sime

~ i:1 TOIl..ET' f r f I I GA NK I' I \

L to M Streets nnd 23 Street to alley east of 21 Strel'lt.

lJ'acilities:
hletic P~rk has 1 hard ball dinnond and 1 soft ball diaoond.
~ygr=i\ ap:paratus: 6 swings end 4, teeters.
ere is sUffici~t space for additional apparatus on the playground.

o park should be filled and raised about ten or twelve feet. This would
rCflle air conditions durinG the hot sutilmer Donths.

Dd~ioos: .
th the widening of Missouri Avenue, it would be practical to fence the
. ygroUIld on L Street and 'l'oUlUty-third Street.

is suggested that 6 horse shoe courts be laid out in this park, together
th the installation of a shelter house, drinking fountain and new toilets.

tnce the erection of the ne\,/S9\lth ~ha l3t'idge, traffic on Mhsouri AVQnuet
rd Streetaild L. Street, isi:!uchheevier. In eddit.ion, this park is 'located

.I a heaVily congested neir.:hborhood. Therefore, complete and adequate
creation i;llipervisiol1 is re.collimended during the playground seaElon.

:Projects inc+ude:
.soft ball diamond ;lith backstop, I·herdball backstop, 1 wadinG pool, 500

t. of playground fence, ce~nt stepe, 101000 plantings, grading, drainaga,
.rosion control.



acUities:
e Park, aloping down ,fram Cuming Street on the South, contains shrubbery,
ar gardans,and trees.

';.Y::'i.";:':',:'>:·'
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BEMis PARK
Acreage 4.46

CUr'Y1,ln G /"T'.
I I

toilets should be installed.

and 6 rustic picnic tables.

r

Cwning Street to Lincoln Boulevard - 33rd Street to Glenwood Avenue.

1'bed picnic facilities are available, There is no playground equipment.
park has 2 clay tennis courts and 5 horse shoe courts.

areteker in charge in summer only.

ticient space is available for playground equipment at the weat end of
park and a small amount of apparatus would help. Additional land­

ping could be done to advantage in various spaces throughout the park.

rojects include:
dditional horse shoe courts, 1 spring shelter, seeding, grading,
ting trees and 5,000 shrUbs.



66 Street to 7Z St:reet,l\1i1it\l.ry to .Ames Avenue.

pilities: .
Park offers limited picnic facilities. There is ample room for a

~on's playground here and a limited amount of apparatus could well be
ahere •

.oon near the center of the park is available for ice skating in the
r and for casting practice in the summer.

e golfer, there is a fairly good ninc-hole golf course.

er baseball field is being leveled and improved for both hard and
·bnseball.

, is a horse shoe court on the west bank of the lagoon end room for
~l more among the trees.

'tions:
e shoa court~, 2 tennis courts, croquet court, 1 shelter, oven,
er stoves, (\ picnic tables, benches, and the installation of

t6 and drinking fountains. Considerable space is available for
activities •

.jects incl\lde:
shelter, 4 hard s\lrface tennis' courts, two 12' baseball back stops,
baseball diamond, 1 wading pool, 500 car gravel parking area with

rail, 4 drinking fountains, 2 toilets and a shower room, 1 mile of
1t walk 5 ft, wide, seeding and grading, transplanting trees, planting
,000 trees and shrUbs, and development of lakf and sloping banks.

I .1

n.

lV·t0-·
$
5.

153
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FI~Lb

end art .classes are ·held at the pavilion which has 1 ping pong
other limited facilities.

should have 1 soft ball diamond, 6 horse shoe courts, 2 tennis
drinking fountains.

",t this center demands the services of a supervisor and
recreation staff.

t­
l!l
lU
a:
l-

\..1\ r
LA
(0

I
I

t Facilities:
swings, 4 teeters, 1 merry..,go-round.

endations:
·nson Oommunity Hall should properly come under the management of the Park
'partment. lfor political l'easons, the Finance Department of the city now
as control of this property.

Projects include:
wading pool, 1 soft ball diamond with backstop, 1. tennis court, 1 sun

helter, dirt fill, grading and seeding, planting 1,000 shrubs, 2 drinking
ountains.
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swin(;,s ... ....;

BRCWN PARK
Acreag'e '11.6

1 slide and 9 small

Betvle(mFifteenth arid B;ighteenth Streets, and betweenUa1idW~

rgo ,.pavilion and an old type swimming pool constitute the main equip­
in this park. Bath house is noe,led badly in conncotion with the

1ing pool.

rground Apparatus:

F'aciIitie s::
m ?ark has an excellent hard base ball diamond and bleachers. Soccer
B are also played on this field.

~est sewer system be connected for general hygienic purposes.

city should acquire tax delinquent property lying directly east of
'lin Park and join the park with Mount Vernon Gardens.

hdations:
picnic ground aT'ea should he enlarged. Sp'.lOe i G avai lable for 6 hoI' Be

.0 courts along the edge of the ball diamorld and those should be built.
'ading' pool, outside drinking fountain, croquet court and 1 set of baby
l1gs would he 11'.

Projects inclUde,
ading pool, 1 sand box, 1 soft ball backstop and 1 regular hard ball
'kstop, I sun shclter and I bath house, 10 camp ovens, erosion control,
ding and grading,. planting 15,000 tre-es and Dhrubs .. stlono stepa...

phalt and coment walks.
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'LLd~g Twentietn Street from Burdette 3tr88t to tne alley soutn of Willis
Avenue and TwentY-first Soreet, (in colored vicinity).

her.e is sufficient space for children I s plAyground equipment l.f such is
Bsired by the neighborhood.

A soft ball diamond hes been planned for the northwest corner of the park •

The entire north end of· the park is being leveled.

fter the removal of the rubbish, the only trcutmGnt necessAry to make it an
~ttractive recr~ation ground is leveling and surfucing.

endations:
2 tennis courts and supervision after the improvement projects now underwey,
are completed •

t Facilities:e.ndStatus:
.J:, hard ball diamOnd i$ under construction in the southwest corner of this area.

.work in this park hall been hindered by old bricks and rubbish whicn tnrough
the years have been dumped here. 1'his is the north side oren suggested for
a colored recreation playfield.

• Projects include:
Leveling and cleaning.



Between l' and Q streets, and between Thirty-sixth and Thirty-aeventh.
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endations:
2 tennis courts should be laid out here, as there is sufficient space, and
o courts are to be'found in this section of the city. A sand box would
rove an ettraction for the small children of the neighborhood. 1 drinking
ountain, toilet facilities, and a ,shelter should be in:3tallod •

There are a few shade trees here, hence, playground eQuipment could be placed
Ildvantageously.

lit Facilities'and Statlii:
Abase ball diamond and bleachers are located here. Soft ball and foot
all games are also plaYed in the park.

• Projects include:
4 hard surface tennis courts with drains and fences, re-vamping of hard ball
d,iamondand installing of baCkstop, 1 soft ball diamond, 24 sactiOI\ bleachers,
planting bf 2000 shrubs, ,grading and seeding and 2 drinking fountains.
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OOLUMBUS PARK
Acreage 4.25

It borders 24th street on the east, just south of a small church on
Poppleton Avenue, to 22nd Street and Woolworth Avenue.

Facilities-Status:
e of Omaha's newest parks. Tue landscaping consists of a flower garden

• a center of attraction, surrounded by stone benches and clear white
~ono slab walks that extend out from the conteI' like spokes of a wheel.

ly young trees and shrubs have been planted.

'the east side thore are 2 soft ball diCllllonds.

9 swings and 4 teeters.

, dations:
,drinking fountain, 2 toilets, wading pool, and sand box needed here.

~rojects include:
, Plete supervision, I wading pool, I sun shelter, seeding, planting 3,000
,as and shrubs, 2 soft ball diamonds and backstops, and 2 drinking fountains.
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20 Street and Deer Park Bou1evnrd - east to 13 Street.

Projects include:
~~~+ h~" n;~mn~d cnA h~n~~+.nn_ RhAl+'A~~ stone stans for croas streets.
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Size
this

ion: Pine Street to Williams StrQet - 6th St. to alley east of Parkwi1d
AVenue.

nt Facilities - Status:
This araa is just e bit, clay bank unsuitable for (my type of playground use
u~less it is leveled or fenced.

ngndations:
Curry the W.P.A. Projects ta conpletion•

• Projects include:
Planting 1,000 trees and shrubs, gradin~ area, erosion control, seeding
one acre.

South west Corner Deer Park Boulevard at 17 Street.
A soft base ball dianlond with a new backstop has been completed. There is
a distance over second base from backstop of 300' to the bank, 175' over
third base to any obstruction, and 150' over first base. The diamond faces
the· north east. There is a shelter to tho south east, back of the first base
line, on tho hillside.. There are benches being placed along the first and
third base lines, Picnic facilities to the west and south east of the base
ball field, are available for public use,

South east Corner Deer Park Boulevard at 17 Street.
There ·is a flat hollow space in this area partly covered Wi th trees.
of this area is approximato1y 195' x 150'. There is no oquipment in
space.

Deer Park Beulevard at 15 Street.
On the south west corner of the intersection in another holloW lies a
triangular space1 213' x 234',

ont Facilities - Status:
This boulevard extension property has three divisions suitable for play­
ground use which nay be roughly divided by means of the street intersections.

(>l:llllendati ons:
T4is park needs a recreation supervisor.
~dditional picnic facilities needed: 2 weiner stoves, 1 smnl1 oven,
Toilets and drinking facilities.



I
I
t

1
L_..

160

I
1_..-,--_--:..

o
(',.)

r"1[\ ,--".,.;v.
j/ "-It" ! '", \ .

,. ;'- -
1 0 it: '.
\ \t'~ \J

I
I «1- ,0' .

- {J.rt '0
I'D
i
I

! () ()
I
i ')'"
j
' ,) _ ....1 ,! \

:,' 0 I. )" 'j I
-'...__ ._.:.-..-_1

liP IT:

\



32rid St. to 33rd St. Dewey Avenue and Harney st. to Jackson Street.

DODGE Pi;.11K
.\creege "'"T45.7

not only to take care of
Cooplete supervision of

endations:
, at benches be supplied for the horse shoe courts,
pectators, but to keep them from crowding players.
hildrens t playground during playground hours.

ion: North of the Wyman Tract and directly east of H=el l'ark.
public park property leased to a private individual for faming. There is

pmple spaCe on level and open ground to accommodate several recreation
tacilities such as base ball, soft ball, soccer, foot bali, and other games
'requiring la1'ge l;J18.y spaces.

DIETZ TRACT
Acreage 33.14

! Projects include:
additional tennis oourts and the drainage for each court, 600' of 12'

'snnis fence, lights for 6 courts, one wadin~ pool - concrete, tennis club
ouse, 1 sun shelter, parking rail - concrete, signs and markers, grading
d seeding, planting 5,000 trees and shrubs for bank cover, erosion control,

irt fill and 1,000 feet asphalt walks 5 feat wide.

t Facilities:
wey Avenue Park containS twelve tennis courts, twelve horse shoe courts,

ne soft ball diaoond and bleachers.

, endations:
:It is recommended that level grounds be clea1'ed and devoted to base ball,
soft ball, soOoe1'1 foot ball and other grroes that require large space. Two
drinking fountains,cnd two toilets.

tion: South east of 16th and limes to 13th Street and F.E. &. M.V. RH.
, Dietz Tract is a very large area, unimproved and unused at present. It offers
several possibilities for recreation use. North at Cornish Blvd. This is
part of Levi Carter Park, and is now under Notional Pork Servioe. South of
Cornish Blvd•• this is Park Dept. property. '

, endations:
There is ample space for aconpl'ete assortment of ohildrens' playground
equipment and also for tennis courts, horse shoe and quoit courts. This
traot shouid be developed as a general athletio field and be furnished with

,2 hard base ball dianonds with baok stops and bleachers, 4 soft ball diamonds.
foot ball grid~iron, \vhich oould also be use,d for soccer and hockey. A

, shelter with showers, drinking fountains and toilets should be built. Land­
soaping wouldiluprove this park.
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ELMWOOD )?lllK

A#etl.g6 207.2

H"ji;;>Y Hol16wB:l,viJ.. to Sixty-seventh 3t., ?acific to Dodge Sts.

Facilities'and status:
1s is the rtost ideal park in the city fro~ the standpoint of recreation
d picnic facilities. The location is convenient and landscaping
tisfactory~

G park has the.following: 18 hole golf course, 2 bose ball dimJonds with
ckstope, 2 soft ball fields, 12 horse shoe courts, 1 archery r1>Uge, 1
11ey ball court, lout doorhasket ball court, 1 bioyole concession, 12
ings, A teeters, 1 double slide; 1 nerry-go-round, 1 olosed pavilion, 1
en pavilion, 1 enclosed kitchen, ovsns and stoves, tables and benches.

ndations:
plete Su~ervision With adequate staff including an advisory parsonnol for

e care and direction of pionios.

Vroject includes:
'I'd surface tennis coUrts with fence, li[lhting for 2 tennis courts, 1 liGht-

soft ball diamond and backstop, 6 horseshoe courts, "adine, pool, 1
rvice buil.ding, (Offices, etc ~), renovating old building and structures, 3
trance gat~s, drinking fountains, 3 toilets, sprinr, doveloptlent (rock work
d bridge),600' of playground fence six feet high, 1 bir, ovon, 1,000' vf
'II parking rnil, grnvel for parking areas, 7,000' of csphalt walka-five feet
:ae. grading and seeding,. plnllting 25,000 trees and shrubs. erosion control.
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163FLD:lENCE PARK
Ae:..'eage 1.;'1

west of' 30th to 31st street between Mormon and State Streets.

29th and Fillmore to 28th Avenue and Bondesson Street 'and '~ St.
P. M. and O. R.R.

Policy of this park controlled by neighborhood influences.

nt Status:and Facilities:
A band st'and, walks, and trees.
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endations: ,
A limited amount of,playground apparatus could be installed here. There is
room for 2 tennis courts, This p:,rt of town is lacking in public tennis
courts. 'A croquet court" might be interesting. Florence Park needs grading,

, secdingand tree surgery.

'ont Status:
This is a triangular space ori6inally used for gardening, but now used for a
children's playground.

!
endationsf

2 tennis ceurts, a soft ball diamond" and a limited runount of apparatus such
8S, swings, a, slide, teeters;, a sand box. Flo~er beds and iandscaping
recormnended. '



complete staff for playground supervision.

HAROLD GIFFORD PARK
Acreagc 5.6-4---

Projects include:
wading pool, 1 soft ball diamond and backstop, 10 sections of bleachers,

164
Fd~:P.AHK
~di;sage 10'7.55"

Between Forty-sscond and Forty-oighth from lunes to Pratt Street.

t FacilitiEls and Status:
is park has the largest public park pavilion in the city. It contains an·

eseJ21bly hall, piano, chairs, and class roons. Various neighborhood llleetings
d recreation classes are held here during a large part of the year.
has an excellent base ball di8l:1ond with maple bleachers.

ating festivals are held during the winter on the lagoon.
t has horticultural gardQns and landscaped areas.
he picnic facilities include, a large oven.
laygronnd apparatus: 4 teeters, 1 merry-go-round, 3 turning poles, 15 swings
giant stride, and 1 double slide.

he park's 9 hole golf course is a major attraction.

i,lndations:
wt horse shoe courts be built under the trees on Anes Avenue. That sand·
xes ahd playhouses for children be installed. A croquet court also.
11 ti1ll6 supervision is definitely recommended.

Projects include:
baCl>stop for hard base ball diSJiond, 1 wading pool,. 2 tennis courts--hard

rface With lights, 1 large oven, 5,000' of asphalt walks 5' wida, 2 toilets,
howE/rs in pavilion, 8 tl drain tile, tree surgery and repair, grading and
~eding. planting 25,000 trees and shrubs.

On. 33rd Street to 35th Street. 'Cass Street to Davenport Street •
is park was. donated to the c~ty as a 3irls' playground and originaliy

osignated as a Girl Scout meeting place.

t Facilities and Status:
lis park lias one soft ball diamond with backstop.

ndations:
n the west,side of the Park is space enou~h for another soft ball field.
pace is available for additional apparatus for a playground, tennis courts,
nd horse shoe courts.
he Park could be beautified by landscaping and the addition of flower
IIrd.ens.

sand box with a sun shelter. 2 croquet courts.
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It is suggested that this park be kept as a family picnic ground and a
childrens' center, and thct all roads in the pork, except a service driveway,
be closad to traffic. Hanscom Park, with its rolling and wooded grounds is a
natural beauty spot, rather than n park equipped for general recreation
activities.

166
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HANsCCM P.ARK
.Il,creage 577i

ion: This park looated at l'ark Ave. &; Woolworth to 32 Avenue and Ed.
Creighton Blvd. is one of the oIliest parks in Omaha.

The caretaker lives at the pavilion the year around.

The old lily pond which has been drained recently should ba developed as a
playground for small children. The childrens' playground apparstus now in
the valley should be moved out and placed where the breeze can reach the
children during play time.

Playground Apparatus: 4 swings (large) i 1 set of 3 swings (small), 2 turning
,poles, 1 giant stride, 1 teet<3r, 1 m<3rry-go-round, and 2 cement surfac<3
tennis courts. properly fenced.

paVilion <3quipment at pre<3ent includes: Chairs. tables, and a Piano. In
bas<3ment there iS,a room that has been used as a clnssroom~ A kitchen
dining room have b<3efi i~stall<3d in th<3 basement.

,nt Faoilities - Status:
, Tl.le Park Department Greenhouses tire located here. !n the sunmer theoutiloor
flower beds are attraotive and interesting.

A band stand where municipal concerts can be staged•

.Il,t present the lake. which is fed constantly and kept frosh by city water, is
used for skating in winter. The lake is seven feet deep tit the east end.

stions for Improvement:
',The west end of the'lagoon. if properly cleaned and roped off. could be useo.
for wading purposes.
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lilGHLA.ND ? ARK
A(j.r~il;g$ "5:87

tio."I: Between 13 aad D Sueets, and .Ti;enty-fif'th and TwentY-i/jixth Streets.

~ent Facilities:
Tae only reoreation facilities at present ere two hard surface tennis courts.

mmendetions:
Laudscaping and flower beds.
Sand boxes and playhouses for children.

A. Project includes:
.2 tennis court lights, 6 horse shoe pitchinG courts, 1 wading pool, 1 toilet
audtool house, 800' <.sphalt ,mlks 5' wide, planting 5,000 trees end shrubs,
playground grading and seeding.

HIMEBAUGH I',IRK
Acreage 1.1

HLneeQugh Park is a decorative park, divided into two sections, at the
intersection of Hap:l'Y Hdle" Blilultlvard and Decatur Street. It ia
landscaped some and serves solely as a beauty spot.

l:llJlendations:
Additional landscaping would improve its present attractiveness, but it
cannot be used for recreational purposes.

This is a beautiful perk for passive recreation only.
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Playground J\pparatus,b 15 swings. 1 l;lerry-go-round. 1 Giant stride, 4 teeters,
and 3 turning poles.

Dent Faoilities:
Jefferson Park is a square shaped park in the oenter Of which is a shelter
house.
The area surrounding the shelter oontains a number of trees and some shrubbery.

Stop signs should be placed at ends of park on Florence BoUlevard.

Part Qf park is used by Munioipal University coeds for their outdoor physical
educa~ion work, and also as a hockey field Gnd soft ball diamond.

17

KOUNT2,E ?iRK
Acreage 9:'9

Full time recreation and playground staff is a prime necessity.

t.i!iir;fhi:iisON li:i\llK
Aci'eag$-l, ~Y2

,tion: Fron Ipt4 Str~~t to 15th Street and Chioago to Cass streets.

omr"end~ti9ns: ,
By placing a three foot fenoe nround the square, a day nursery or sna:ll
Child).'ens' :illeygtgjJ.nd could be operated. Mothers could le~vet)leir Chil,dren
her~w~ile uqrking or shopping in the downtown areo. T4echildreri oould be
supervised by a playground attendant or trained nurse employed by the Park
Departlilent ..

sent Pl,ansinolude:
, Relil9del:Lngofs4eltsr to serve as a oheok stand ;md offiCle room for super-
vi~or,DIld nurse. , " ' , ,,' ,,',
Pl,aoing of three foot ornareIlt~ fe~Clo aro~d area.
Equipping with small childrens' play facilities, SUCh as a scnd box with
oanopy, ,teeters, slides, eto. Several small ohildrens' play houses should
be placed here, also.

sent Faoilities - Status:
On the west side are 2 hard surfaoe tennis courts and sUfficient space for a
soft ball diamond. On the east ,is the childrens' playground Dnd a lagoon.
In winter the lagoon is used for skatin~. Near the la~oon is an equipment
house.

~tion: Nineteenth to Twonty~first Streets, Pinlcnoy to Pratt Streets. It is
divided into two seotions, east and ";10st. by Florence Boulevard.

COLllllendations:
This is a very popular park for children and (\ wading pool with sun shelter
is suggested.
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tion: 48th Avenue to 49th Street, Bedford i","elme to 'Jirt Street.

sent Facilities and Status:
Lake JdmSS has a soft ball diaoond with backstop.
The present playground apparatus consists of 6 swings, 4 teeters, and 1
merry-go-round.

Ol:lIllendations:
2 toilets and 2 drinking founteins are needed.
2 tennis courts, 6 horse shoe courts, end 1 croquet court should be built.

The addition of flower beds, decorative trees, hedges and shrubbery would
make this a beautiful spot as well as a recreation ground.

Adequate supervision is needed.

A. Projects include:
1 soft ball diPJUond with backstop, 2 tennis courts, 6 horse shoe courts,
1 wading pool, 1 sun shelter, 700' of playground fence, 600' of tennis fence. "
gradin,,, and seedinrr and planting 5,000 trees and shrubs. (/

LEAVENWORTH GARDENS
J\creege 3.6

Leavenworth and Mason, and Turner Boulevard and 35th Street.

$ent Facilities:
A large circular flower rrarden in the center prohibits the use of this space
as an active recreation area. However, between the flower bed and Leaven­
worth Street there is sufficient space for sooe childrens' playground
apparatus such as swings, slides, teeters, 'and a sand box.

Landscaping would li~prove the appearanCe of this park, especiallY the areas
paralleling the streets.

A few benches are needed.

LEAVENWORTH PLAYGROUND
Acreage 3.00

Turner Blvd. and Leavenworth Street.

, sent Status:
The square block around Turner Blvd. and Leavenworth is an undeveloped and
unused area, really a depression in the Boulevard. Part of it is adaptable
for recr~ation purposes. A childrens' playground could be developed~



At this park is a small frame pavilion.

The pl~yground is soall and apparatus is limited to 6 swings and 4 toeters.

The.only recreation diversion is tennis on the one small court.
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too small for a base
ball diamond.
6 swings and 4 teetors.

MANl1flN P1illK
Acreage 41:04

M~INLEY ~

Aoreage 4.2
Drexel to Harrison28th to 29th sts.,

On tao south end of the Seuth River Drive overlooking the Missouri
Rivdr.

cation:

esent Faoilities and Status:
This is a large reotangular shaped and fairly level spaoe, with a swinoing
pool, but without a bath house.
The level portion on the south end of this space is
ball diamond but sufficiently l~rge for a good soft
The apparatus at present on the property includes:

col:lt1endations:
Ia the oenter of the park, betwoffil tho pool on the north and the proposed
diamond on the south, there is SUfficient space for same playground
apparatus, or a small playground for children. 2 toilets and I drinking
fountain are necessary here. Six horse shoe courts might be laid out along
the· borders of this space.

Qsent Plans include:
Fillin~ u~ swiJ:ltling pool and making base ball field.
Nete: Swimming pool was the cauee of racial troubles.

Lsn~sca~ing at various spots would add to the attractiveness of this park.

o=endations:
A nading pool bnd sand box should be installed, slso a sun shelter, 1 drink­
ing fountain and toilets.

P.A. Projeots inolude:
2 pionio shelters, 50 small camp ovens, 1 big fire oven, 2 tennis courts,
tennis fence 12' high--tennis court drains, 3 toilets, 3 drinking foUntains,
tree surgery, 8,000' of gravel trails 5' Wide, erosion control, and
development of 2 entrances.

'"sent Faoilities and Status:
This is a natural beauty spot and picnic ground. The hilly, wooded grounds
and abundant natural scenery attract many picnickers.



MELROSE PARK
.Ao:L'oago 6.0

39 to 40 S.s •• Valley to Grover 8ts.

nt F~Qilities - S>MtuS:
Melrose PI~rk is merely an open field between two farnyards. at present being
ueed as'a pasture.

, There is no equipment hers.
The topography of the area is such 'as not to warrant recomoendations for ex­
tensive grading and improving for active recreation purposes,

MeroGr Boulevard to 38 Stroot-OUtling $tr(;et to Hawthorne Avenue.

ont Facilities ~ Status:
Mercer Pork isa small area just south of the Walnut Hill Pumping Station, on
Thirty-eighth street. It is uneven ground,with treee growing thickly, and so
has few possibilities for recreational use~

..,,,"

, endations:
Landscaping on NichOlas Street on the north; on Thirty~eighth Street on the
east. and on Lincoln Blvd' j running diagonally on the south east. would add
greatly to the appearance of this park.
One large rustic picnic table and benches placed here would help.

MII.J:.ER PJiRK
.ilcreage"'"78:"O

24th to 30th Streets. and Kansas to Redick AVenues.

ent Facilities - Status:
There aro picnic facilities inoluding tables, benches, and a cooking oven.
The modern pavilion contains a dining rom~ cnd a kitchen, and serves as a
club house for golfers.
A nine hole course here.
A lagoon in the/center of the park is used for skating in the winter.
Playground Apparatus: 15 SWings. 3 turning poles, 4 teeters, 1 nerry-r,o-round.

o~e~~~~;~n;':l and sun shelter should be placed in the park for the small
children qf the oo~unity.

A sand box should be placed here.
2 toilets end 2 drinki~~ fountains badlY needed•

.... ~ ..I.._ .! __ "l •• .:I_a
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MORTON P.~

:~creegG 3.8

tion: 41st to 42nd., V St. to W sts.

ent Facilities and Status:
This par~ has an old type snimo1ng pool with n bath house. Also a soft ball
diaDond \lith a bac~stop. The little plnyground contains \) swings nnd 4
teeters. The scall fraDe pavilion where classes in drmaatics, ousic, hand­
craft, geoes and physical education are held, also acconodntes cor~~unity

club nestings and dancing parties.

OLlnendationsl
A hard surface tennis court should be built,
The oain floor of the pavilion should be divided into class roons by partition.
Extend the picnic facil~ties.

1 outside drinking fountain should be instnllad.
A send box with sun shelter is suggested•

•A. Projects include:
The building of 2 hard surface tennis oourts, tennis court fence 12' high,
-bath house repairs, swinming pool repAirs, 2 drinking fountains, dirt fill
in low area, grading and seeding of two acres And planting 3,000 t-rees and
shrubs.

43rd St., Ohio to MiGJ:li Streets.

Sent Facilities and Status:
This is a very soall park having :Jnly Ull outdoor basket ball practice court
and a turning pole.
It has been used for soft ball practice but the area is too 60all for a
regulation sized diarl0nd.
The center of the park is sonewhat helow -tho streot level ond should be filled.

commendations:
Toilets and drinking fountain ure neodel.
A tennis court should be bUilt, /1S \'1811 I)S horse shoe courts.
The perk is badly in need of londscC\ping •

•10.. Projects ,include:
L~ndscaping, grading ond seeding.

i



end.stions:
sun shGlter, 2 toilets, I drinking fountain (ind I horse shoe court.

SOUTH RIVER DRIVE
Acreage 139.5

NORTH RIV:l:R DRIVE
Acreage 347.6

41st to 40th Avenues. G to H Streets.

Begins at Florence Boulevard and Read Street and extends out to
HWJr.lel Park.

The South River Drive extends tron Riverview Park, through Mount Vernon
Gardens "-nd Manden Park to the city limits.

/

ent Faoilities and St~tus:

Pulaski Park has n s~~ing pool of antiquated type and n poor bath house.
Playground A,parstus: 6 s~ings and 4 teeters.

bent Facilities and status:
The River Drive, overlooking the Missouri River at nost points, is popular
With notorists and hikers. This Drive appeals to motorists'peoause of its
soenic beauty end pleasant driving conditions, and because it is the shortest
route to HUDI:l1el, Dodge, ~nd lVyraan Parks.,

'A. Projects inClude:
I cO~lunity bUilding, I wad.in~ pool With sun shelter, 800' otasphalt walks,
5' Wide, grading and seeding, planting 1,000 trees and shrubs, 500' play­
ground fence 6' high.

,A. Projects inClude:
2 sheltGrs (type l), 2,000' of trails, graveling parking areas, 2,000' of
guard rail, 1,000' of parking rail, stone steps, planting 25,000 trees c.nd
shrUbs, grading and saeding, erosion control.

seny Facilities and Status:
This Drive, overlooking the Missouri River at most points, is popular with
motorists and hikers.
This drive is landscaped and winds along the hills and valleys skirting tha
river. It is adaptable only for passive recreation purposes. Its scenic
beauty is responsible tor its popUlarity ~ith Sunday motGrists.

'omnendat ions:
There is ample space for a soft bsll diamond et the intersection of River
Drive and Craig Avenue.
Additional landscaping would improve the Drive.



Bancroft St. to Homer st. - 3rd St. to 10th Street.

log shelter (type 1). 2 trail sheltA~".

16th to 22nd Streets, fron A to F Street.

• Projects include:
1 wading pool, 1 serVice bUildinr" 1
showers and lockers .. "1 ~,".:l'Mn ,-,tron C::::f"\

Qpt Facilities - Status:
Tja Zoe is located hare.
T~0. laGoon, used for skating in the winter, is being deepened for beating in
tIl a SUl1lmer.
Tho park has oue large sW~ling pool with a bath house and showers.
There are 10 horse shoe courts, 2 clay surface tennis courts, and a pavilion.
For childrens' play there are 4 teeters, 3 turning poles and 12 swings.
There is a hard base ball dianond with backstop and bleachers located in this
park.

·nt F"cilities - Status:
The nost recent additions to the llark are the nine hole golf' cours(J and the
new nodern pavilion which contains a larga assecfuly room with piRno, chnirs
and ba$enent class rOODS.
The childrens' plnyt;;round is eqUipped with 9 swings, 4, teeters, and a very
snalljsoft ball diffi"ond.
The pionic facilities are lioited' This park has a natural spring.

endations:
That a bicycle renting concession be located here •

. An archery r8nge is reconmended for this park.
2 drinking fountains, 2 toilets needed.
A new bridge over the lagoon is a prine necessity•

i
lllllendations - Suggestions:
The $winming pool located here is badly in need of repairs. A nodern bath
house. is also nesded. 2 toilets, 2 drinking fountains are needed at once,
A san4 box ~ith .sun shelter should be provided•

• Pr~jects include:
1 large anioal shelt~r, 8 ani~al cages, dirt fill in zoo, 6 tennis courts
hard surface with drains, 1 bath house, pool repairs, cleaning lake, removing
old fence; 2;000' cyclone fence 8'· high, 1 cyolone fence 12' high for base
ball baokstop, 800' ?layground fende, 600' tennis fence, 24 sections bleachers:
f larGe pavilion, 1 shelter and toilet,l camp oven, 1 big oven, 50 picnic

;tables, 6 dI'inking fountains, 3 toilets, running water, 800' retaining walls,
'3,000' &sphalt walks, gravel·parking, tree surgery and trae survey, erosion
control, seeding and grading, and planting shrubs and trees.
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omnendations:
1 soft ball backstop, 5 horse shoe courts, 2 toilets, and I drinking fountain ..

ent Plans:
Picnic equipnent for small famili<3s. 4 tables and benches.

l'

.' \

"the neighborhood ~or

TURNER P.ARK
ACreage4:5'

Lake Street to Erskine Street.

This is a small area less than one blocksquarej lyingjtist east of
Thirtieth Street, and north of Burt Street.

Turner Park is located at T~ner Blvd. and Farnam street to 31st
Avenue and Dodge Street.

34 Ave. to 33 Ave.

/

endations: "
Owing to the fact that Cuming St., 30 St., Burt st.; and Oregon Trail are
all heavy traffic streets. the use of this area for children's playground
purposes is not recommended.

ont Facilities.and status~

Xn the pest this space has been.usod by the youth of
base ball games and foot ball scrimmage practice.

endations:
The following eqUipment might be well placed here: sand box and shelter,
wading pool, slide, teeters, drinking fountain, 2 toilets.
In recommending additional eqUipment for this area it is recalled that Dodge
Street snd Farnam Street are heavy east end west traffic thoroughfares.
Turner Blvd. also carries a heavy north and south load of traffic.

~nt Facilities and· Status:
This area which has only been used for the annual ~mypc1e Danes, has
Recreation possibilities•
.At the present time, the only equip~ent is a small three swing Unit.

sent,Facilities and Status:
The north east corner of this park is used for soft ball ganes.
Playground Apparatus: 5 swings, 4 teeters, and I doubl<3 slide.



1~(J

Sixth Street and"C"dar S~reet - S. E. C0rner.

,on: Fowler "venue and Florence Beuleve.rd.

enG.ati ons:
'1',<& t this area be retained solely es a beauty spot.

ent F~cilities - Status:
Tkis is block 58 of Credit Fancier Audition to ~aha.

T)le north half of this block is fairly level except for a deep ravine
shieh cones in fran the east across two lots.
Tne south helf of this block consists of a high clay bluff.
Si~ of lots 1,2,3,4,_-55' X 132'. Lot 5,5,7,8,--39£' X 65'.

and'l.ti ons:
Sihce lots 1 ana 2 are ownad by the National Bank of Commerce; and the east
half of lot 3 is owned by Niok 010 and the west t af lot 3 by John O.
Poiterfield; and lot 4,5,5,7, are owned by the National Bank of CQtJlJ1ercej
lot 8 held by Abrnhan Reed Of the Byron Reed Conpany; lot 3 is tax delinquent
since 1904; lots 5,5,7,8 are tax delinquent since 1910 and lots 1,2,4, are
tax delinquent since 1920. It is recommended that the city purchase the
above section of block 58 of Credit Foncier Addition to omaha.

20TH &, HOWl<RD
~eage .5

t F~cilities - Stetus:
T~is soall triangular area is partiallY landscaped.

sent Plans for this area:
None, pending change of ownership.
Thi's ,"ould give the city a much needed recreation area.

cation? North east corner of 20th &, Howard Sts.

esent [status:
Th~s almost level landscaped area is the property of the Nebraska POWGr
Compony. It would make an excellent playground in this heaVily cong8st~d

neighborhood.

COL1lllenda tions:
It is suggested that the City lease this property from the Nebraska Po~ar

Oompany, and pro?erty be developed as a neighborhood playground.



This rectangle located between 27th and 28th Sts., and extending fran
T te W Streets, is owned by the Union Stock Yards Oompmmy.

181MOFMON P.lliK
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SOUTH SIDE PIJ,YFIELD
A~ge 12

On the North Ridge Drive. Reynolds to Howell Streets.

:
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onmendations:
That it should be kept as a historic park.

sent Status:
This is an observation point with a tine view ot the Missouri River Valley.
It has a tlagpole and parking space.
It is the property of the Morl~on$\i.1I':ch.

sent Facilities - Status:
This packing house district is thickly populated by colored people, who are
much in need of .n recrt3itt;!:'()tr"cont'or of their 0rnl. This area, 300 ft. by .
550 ft. would adequately serve their recreation needs.
It is being used by the 'loodson Center and the Social Settlaoent under an
agreement With the owners.

oI:l!llendations:
If'. the Park Department can secure this property by purchase or lesse, it
would thon be possible to secure a W.P,A. project and workcten to grade and
place equipment, including 2 drinking fountains, bleachers, 1 hard base
ball diamond, 1 sott ball field, 2 tennis courts, 1 croquet court, 5 horse
shoe courts, toilet facilities, I shelter and the things necessary tor a
play field. Therefore, the Onaha Park and Recreation Dep~rtnent should
investigote this situation, and taka uhatever action may be necessary to
establish a playgro·und for this vicinity.



cation: U St. to Y St. on River Drive just east of 13th street.

MEl1'dALF PARK
Acreage 3:13

SUNKEN GjiRDiiNS
;,oreage 3.72

It has been suggested that an
to make this colorful spot stHI

cation: This park is a triangular area bounded by Happy Hallow Boulevard on the
south, Fifty-first Str~et on the west, and Country Club Avenue diagonally on
the north east. The north tip of the park just touches Decatur street.

eaent Facilities ~ Status:
This park should be maintained as a beauty spot.
A decorative fountain in the center would add to its attractiveness.
Natural Beauty ipet.

MT. VERNON GARD:ENS
- Acreage 6

esent Facilities - Status:
This beauty spot is on the River Drive overlooking the Missouri River Valley
and is located on a high promontory.
It is a beautiful replica in flowers and bushes of the National Shrine 'of the
s.sma name.
This park offers an ideal place for parking with an excellent vista of long
distanoes up and down the river valley.

oation: On the west side of Happy Hollow Boulevard between Underwood Avenue
and CliDing Street.

ecommendations:
Should be maintained as a beauty spot.
Pionio faoilities, tables and benohes oould well be provided.
A parking area should be provided.

resent Faoilities - Status:
This is a beautifullY lcndsoaped soenio spot.
artistio fountain and lily pond be added here
mor~ beautiful.

!



I,oc/i.t·ion: This park is located at 13th street and Union Pacific Ry•• from Locust
Street north to Fort Street and east to and including ~unicillal

Aviation Field. The southern boundary is Carter Lake.
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LEVI C.ARTER 1'.ARIC
Acreage~Lan~2-Water ~Total 442
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Present. Facilities-Status:
Partiel or limited facilities for Picnics.
Boating, fishing and swinoing are the nein attractions.
Hard base bell field with backstop.

Recommendations:
More recreation facilities of all kinds should be installed.
Almost unlimited space is available for recreation actiVities of all kinds.

Present Plans:
None, because it is under lense to the U. S. Government, and is operated at
present under the Nntional Pnrk Service.
West of the trnck end south of Cornish Blvd.: 1 base ball backstop, 1 soft
ball backstop. Parking space for 400 cnrs. Bleachers from ak-Sar-Ben.
North of Cornish Blvd.: 2 soft ball diamonds with backstops, cnd 24 sections
of blenchers.



UNITED STATES'

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATION'AL PARK SERVICE
BRANC'd OF l?LANNIlJG- Ai'ID STATE COO¥ERATION

BE,GlON II OF~'IGE

300 Keeline BUilding
Omaha, Nebraska

May 27, 1936

Mr. Mo,urice Willows,
0/0 Chamber of COlnmerce~
WOW Building,
Omaha; Nebraska

Subject~ Nebraska, sP~7 and TP-l,
Levi Carter Park, Omaha.

Dear Mr. WilloWS:

For your information relative to the National Park Service activities
in improving the ~bove named Park near Omaha, I ,wish to advise as follows~

The incePtion of Levi Ccrter park was brought on principally as a
resul,t of the formation of Carter Le.lce in 1871 when the Missouri River
ohanged its course, outting off and leaving a 300 aore body of water,
later to be named Carter Lake. This lake being on the old State boundary
line" now lies about one-half in each of the States of Nebraska and Iowa.

The area surrounding the north part of the la]te in Nebraska was made
a part cf the Omaha Park System many years ago.

Mr. George Burnap, Landscape Arohi teet of Washington, D~ C~ developed
a master plan for the city in order to outline the future development of
the area..

No Partioular deveJ"opment of the area \vas undertaken until the
slumner of 1935, at which time the National Park Service moved a eec camp
into the area for work procedure.

The services of the National Park Servioe ~nd the cce were brought
about by the efforts of the Carter Lake Development Sooiety nnd the
Omaha Park Department. Mr. Leonard Trester is President of the Develop~

ment Society. All NatiOnal Park Service wcrle on the area is, being
undertaken in'cooperation with the Park Department of the City of Omaha.

Since work was oommenced last August'the Carter Lc0{8 Development
Society has acquired and dOllated to the Pe..rk 6,ppro'ximately 250 acres for
future development.. Most of this land is in the State of 10;';8,. and all

1



The City of Omaha has done considerable dredeing to deepen the Lw(e
and build up adjacent low areas.

The banks of Carter Lake are being slope~ to a pleasing grade and
are being covered with bluegrass sod.

Carter La.1te is used extensively for bo"ting, fishing and swimming
and should pro"Je to be a very popular recreational area when the park
work is completed.

18'4

May 27, 1936Mr. Maurice iii110ws

A large bathing beach is under construction that will acco~~odate

10, 000. people.. Two bath houses (one for each sex) and one large con­
cession bUil.ding are being built at the beach site. These buildings
will be served by modern water and sewage facilities, now t~~der con­
struction. Stone masonry cOhstruction is being used on the buildings
for permanency.

Very truly yours, I~

~, \ )
01.r.~..t_'t..AJ~~"'1'~.""';"'_'""'~;'y',,,i,.\..'p~
Paul ',:1. Mousel, Acting Inspector,
National Park Service

In addition to the CCC camp, the National Park Service also has a
''''lEA Viork (Transient) Cam;p working on the area~ It is aimed to develop
the Park for recreational purposes entire1y~ Naturalness is being
stressed instead of formality in ~he work.

Muoh planting of trees and shrubs has "twe}l done, and oonsiderable
more is contemplated... Large areas have t8011 Cl,Jl tivated and seeded. to
bluegrass, and it is proposed. to develop a sorins of' bluegrass meadows
8.l-nong the trees for picniokers __ Many picnicEi."<; i'ncIlities are under
construction, such as carnp stoves, tables, concealod garbage cans, in­
cinerators, end drinking fountains.· Many parking areas are being buil.t
with guard rails to control the parking of aut.o,: and thus eliminate the
damaging effects of autos p8,rking at random in the most beautiful spots
of the park.
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