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This fact sheet will tell you about:

» The National Priorities List (NPL)

« The Superfund Process

+ The Wilcox Oil Company Site

«  Current status

«  Activities completed

»  What happens next

+ How EPA and ODEQ involve the public in
cleanup decisions

+ ATSDR involvement

« Contacts and more information

The National Priorities List

The National Priorities List, or NPL, is a list
of top priority sites to be addressed through
the Superfund Law. [nitially, 406 sites were
fisted when established in 1983, currently
over 1,685 sites have been indentified and
added to the list, while the EPA and the
states continue to evaluate potential future
sites. With the current rulemaking
announcement, the EPA added the Wilcox
Oil Company Site to the NPL on December
12, 2013.

The Superfund Process

The Superfund cleanup process begins with
site discovery or notification to EPA of
possible releases of hazardous substances.
Sites are discovered by various parties,
including citizens, State agencies, and EPA
Regional offices. EPA then evaluates the
potential for a release of hazardous
substances from the site through a step-by-
step process that includes site assessment,
site inspections, and a ranking process to
determine whether the site should be
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added to the NPL. Once on this list, EPA
determines the best way to clean up the
site to protect human health and the
environment. Opportunities for community
involvement occur throughout the process.

The Wiicox Oil Company Site

Wilcox Qi Company is an inactive and
abandoned oil refinery located in Bristow,
Creek County, Oklahoma, The site consists
of contaminated areas and surface water
bodies due to releases from the former
Lorraine and former Wilcox Refineries.
These former refineries operated from the
mid 1920s to the early 1960s. The location
of the releases from the two refineries is
considered to be a single site composed of a
commingled release from the combined
refinery operations. The area of the former
refineries is approximately 125 acres.

Major operational areas include the former
Wilcox Oil Refinery, the Lorraine Refinery,
and the product storage area {tank farm}.
Sources of contamination include
contaminated soil, cooling ponds, and
numerous tank bottoms. Contaminants of
concern include metals and organic
compounds in the former storage tank
areas, surface soils, surface impoundment
and sediments. Elevated levels of metals
were also detected in three private
residential wells on site, and from three
wells adjacent to the property.

Current Status

The EPA is working as the lead agency, in
conjunction with the Oklahoma Department
of Environmental Quality (ODEQ), to
conduct the Superfund process.
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Activities Completed

At this time the following actions have been
completed:

¢ A Preliminary Assessment conducted
by ODEQ in 2008.

e A Site Inspection conducted by ODEQ
in 2009,

s An Expanded  Site  inspection
conducted by ODEQ in 2011,

» A Hazard Ranking System package
completed by EPA in May 2013.

» Proposed to the NPL on May 24, 2013.

¢ Added to the NPL on December 12,
2013,

What Happens Next

A major goal of the Superfund program is to
encourage Potentially Responsible Parties
(PRPs) to remediate hazardous waste sites.
This is referred to as the enforcement
process which leads to the implementation
of the Remedial Investigation/ Feasibility
Study (RI/FS). This study determines the
rnature and extent of contamination,
evaluates risks, tests whether certain
technologies are capable of treating the
contamination, and evaluates the cost and
performance of technologies that could be
used to clean up the site,

Based on the results of the feasibility study,
EPA will develop a Proposed Plan for
cleaning up the site.

How EPA and ODEQ Involve the Public

s Request public comments on proposed
clean up plans.
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+ Meet with the public, providing updates
and Fact Sheets.

» Mail Fact Sheets to nearby residents
and businesses.

» Provide information through Agency
websites.

» Provide a Technical Assistance Grant
(TAG).

A TAG is available to local citizens’ groups to
hire a technical advisor to interpret site
studies or site-related health information
for area residents.

ATSDR Involvement

The Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry (ATSDR) is the principal
federal public health agency involved with
hazardous waste issues. ATSDR advises the
EPA, as well as other federal and state
agencies, community members and other
interested parties, on the health impacts of
Superfund sites. The agency recommends
actions that need to be taken to safeguard
public heaith by issuing public health
advisories, assessments and consultations.

Contacts and More Information
Site Repository

The docket for this Site is available for
review at the:

City of Bristow Public Library
111 West 7th Street
Bristow, OK 74010
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The ‘a‘u;:mfund program was enacted by

Congress in Docomber 1980, The law
established o programto investigate and
initiate nctions against actusl and potential
veleases of hazardous chemicals and other
substances st sites throughout the United
States. Iu 1986, Congress reanthorized
Superfund snd incrensed the size of the fund.
from $1,6 billion to $8.5 billien, The U8,
Enviroumental Protection Agency (EPA)
administers the Superfond prograo in
cooperntion with individual siates.

The Superfund process can differ from cach
- gites Thore are usually six phages which
“begin wiien & site Is identified and concluded
with o final remedy.

EXA monitors the site throughout the
process. Ifat any tinie contaniination
becomes an immediate throat to public
health or the environment, EPA. qny
conduct anemergency action, known ag.a
removal aétion,

EPA attempts to identify parties who miny
be legally responsible for site contamination,
Once identified; these partics are asked to
participate in the investigation and remedial
procesg. Ifthey do not agree to-participate,.
EPA may seck their participation through
lepgak means,

The EPA Rejion 6, Superfond Progian has
established & toll free mumber to provide
direet access to the general public andto.
incrense commumity involvement in the
Superfund Program,

Just dinl 1-800-533-3508

"rOCess

Before most-people understand how certain
vrastis aight Thyeaten publdic hewlih and the
environment, haznrdaus swastes wove ofion
disposed of at Yocations where they eonld elthor
enfor-the grouud, waler, opatr, Row theve shes
are bedng hrought te the ;:ttantitm of BPA by
privato citlzens, sind Jocel and stnled apencles..

A prelhininary inspocton of the siie Is copdueind
Ly BPA or s stefe agency. The slie is assexsed fur
the prosenes of buzsrdons chemiguls and othoy
substances and their pofentinl Dupact on pubite
houléh or the envirenment.

I EPA finds that s sito posos o serious actuel oy
potentiel threat to the comuunity, fhe shic is
placed on the Nationn! Pidorities List (RPE), 0
postor of the nation's worst hazavdous waste shios.
The NPL curreitly includes more then 1,100 sites
ntienwide.

EPA-conducts & two-part nvestigution of all NPYL

sltes, The fivst part, s remedial investigution,
{dentifios contamination and site-releted throots to
the euvironment and public health. The second

part of vhe iovestigation, a feasthility stndy;

evaluates various appreaches to sddressing site
conditions.

{ Preferred Remedy

EPA selects # preferrod remedy for the site from
umong the alterantives prosented in the feasibiliy
study. AfeorJiPA recommends is cholce, the
puhlic, state vad Jocel officiels are glvan an
opportulty to comment on i Afier f considers
the commonts, EFA gelects the flunt remedy for
the site,

Final Remedy

Following the seloctlpn of o fival remedy, EPA

deslgns und implenients the choson vemody, EPA
negotistes with paries responsile for
contnminatton of the stte to deslgn, implement and
poy for the final remedy. TPA may, through loga!
agtion, Juter recover ensts from the rosponsihle
parties,




Internet Sites

The EPA NPL site narrative Is available
online at:
http.//www.epa.gov/superfund/sites/npl/n
ari882.htm

QDEQ site information is available online at:
http://www.deq.state.ok.us/Ipdnew/SF/Sup
erfund%20Project/SF%205ite %20Summaries
/WilcoxRefinery. htmil

Media inquiries

Inguiries from the media should be directed
to the EPA Region 6 Press Office at
214.665,2200.

Contacts

Mark Hayes

EPA Removal On-Scene Coordinator
214.665.2705 or 1.800.533.3508 (toll-free)
Hayes.Mark@epa.gov

Bart Canellas

EPA Remedial Project Manager
214.665.6662 or 1.800.533.3508 (tolt free)
Canellas.Bart@epa.gov
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Bill Little

EPA Community Involvement Coordinator/
SEE

214.665.8131 or 1.800.533.3508 (toll free)
Little.Bill@epa.gov

Janetta Coats

EPA Community Involvement Coordinator/
TAG Coordinator

214.665.7308 or 1.800.533.3508 (tol free)
Coats.Janetta@epa.gov

Captain Patrick Young

U.S. Public Health Service

ATSDR Regional Representative
214.665,8562 or 1.888.422.8737 (toll free)
Young.Patrick @epa.gov

Todd Downham

Oklahoma Department of Environmental
Quality

405.702.5136
Todd.Downham@deq.ok.gov

Amy Brittain

Oklahoma Department of Environmental
Quality

405.702.5157

Amy . Brittain@deq.ok.gov
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