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 PART 1:  THE DECLARATION 

 

1.0 SITE NAME AND LOCATION 

 

The Jones Road Ground Water Plume Superfund Site (Site) is located in Harris County, Texas.  

The National Superfund Database Identification Number is TXN000605460.  The Site was 

finalized on the National Priorities List (NPL) on September 29, 2003.  This Site has not been 

divided into separate operable units and all areas and media within the Site are addressed 

together in this Record of Decision (ROD). 

 

2.0 STATEMENT OF BASIS AND PURPOSE 

 

This decision document presents the “Selected Remedy” for the Jones Road Ground Water 

Plume Superfund Site in Harris County, Texas (Figure 2 - Site Location Map).  The Selected 

Remedy was chosen in accordance with the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. § 9601 et seq., as amended by 

the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), and, to the extent 

practicable, the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP), 40 

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 300, as amended.  The Selected Remedy for the Site is 

Alternative 4, In-Situ Enhancements to Pump and Treat.  The Selected Remedy is described in 

detail in Section 19.2 (Description of the Selected Remedy) of this ROD. 

 

This decision is based on the Administrative Record for the Site, which has been developed in 

accordance with Section 113(k) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9613(k).  This Administrative Record 

file is available for review at the Northwest Branch Harris County Library in Cypress, Texas; and 

at the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Central File Room in Austin, 

Texas; and at the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA, Region 6) Records 

Center in Dallas, Texas.  The Administrative Record Index (Appendix B) identifies each of the 

items comprising the Administrative Record upon which the selection of the Remedial Action is 

based. 

 

The State of Texas (TCEQ) concurs with the Selected Remedy. 

 

3.0 ASSESSMENT OF THE SITE 

 

The response action selected in this ROD is necessary to protect the public health or welfare 

or the environment from actual or threatened releases of hazardous substances into the 

environment. 

 

4.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE SELECTED REMEDY 

 

The Selected Remedy for the Site is Alternative 4, In-Situ Enhancements to Pump and Treat.  

The in-situ treatments involve treating the soil and groundwater without removing them.  A pilot 

study will be conducted to determine which in-situ treatments will be most effective and 
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appropriate for the source area soil and groundwater, and the deep groundwater plume.  The 

treatment technologies to be evaluated in the pilot study will likely include in-situ chemical 

oxidation (ISCO) for source area soil and shallow groundwater, and bioaugmentation for the 

deep groundwater plume. 

 

The hydraulic containment/pump and treat operation would involve pumping groundwater from 

the subsurface in both the source area (less than 50 feet below ground surface (bgs)) and the 

deeper groundwater zones at high enough rates to prevent further migration of contaminants in 

groundwater.  The pumped groundwater would then be treated to remove volatile organic 

compounds (VOCs).  The selected remedy also includes the implementation of institutional 

controls. 

 

5.0 STATUTORY DETERMINATIONS 

 

The Selected Remedy is protective of human health and the environment, complies with Federal 

and State requirements that are applicable or relevant and appropriate to the remedial action, is 

cost-effective, and utilizes permanent solutions and alternative treatment (or resource recovery) 

technologies to the maximum extent practicable.  This remedy also satisfies the statutory 

preference for treatment as a principal element of the remedy (i.e., reduces the toxicity, mobility, 

or volume of hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants as a principal element through 

treatment).  Because this remedy will result in hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants 

remaining on-site above levels that allow for unlimited use and unrestricted exposure, a statutory 

review will be conducted within five years after initiation of remedial action to ensure that the 

remedy is, or will be, protective of human health and the environment.  

 

6.0 DATA CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST 

 

The following information is included in The Declaration (Part 1) and the Decision Summary 

(Part 2) of this ROD, while additional information can be found in the Administrative Record file 

for this Site: 

 

 Chemicals of concern (COCs) and their respective concentrations (see Section 14.7 and 

Table 2); 

 

 Baseline risk represented by the COCs (see Section 14.10.3); 

 

 Cleanup levels established for chemicals of concern and the basis for these levels.  (see 

Section 15.3); 

 

 How source materials constituting principal threats are addressed (see Section 18.0); 

 

 Current and reasonably anticipated future land use assumptions and current and potential 

future beneficial uses of groundwater used in the Baseline Human Health Risk 

Assessment and this ROD (see Section 13.0). 
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• Potential land and groundwater use that will be available at the Site as a result of the 
Selected Remedy (see Section 13.0); 

• Estimated capital, annual operation and maintenance (O&M),, and total present worth 
costs, discount rate, and the number of years over which the remedy cost estimates are 
projected (see Section 17 .7); 

• Key factor(s) that led to selecting the remedy (see Section 19 .. l). 

7.0 AUTHORIZING SIGNATURE 

The Director of the Superfund Division (EPA, Region 6) has been d(:legated the authority lo 
approve and sign this ROD. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Region 6) 

By: 

' Superfund Division (6SF) 

Jones Road Ground Water Plume ROD 
September 20, 2010 
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 PART 2:  THE DECISION SUMMARY 

 

8.0 SITE NAME, LOCATION, AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

 

The National Superfund Database Identification Number for the Site is TXN000605460.  The 

Site is located in the northwest portion of Harris County, Texas, as illustrated on the Vicinity 

Map (Figure 1).  The source of Site contamination is the former Bell Dry Cleaners facility, which 

is located within the Cypress Shopping Center at 11600 Jones Road, approximately one-half mile 

north of the intersection of Jones Road and FM 1960, outside the city limits of northwest 

Houston, Texas.  The location of the former Bell facility and surrounding areas is illustrated on 

the Site Map (Figure 2).  The hazardous substances present at the Site include 

tetrachloroethylene, also known as perchloroethylene (PCE), and related daughter products 

trichloroethylene (TCE), 1,2-dichloroethylene (DCE), and vinyl chloride (VC). 

 

 The former Bell facility is located on property consisting of a rectangular parcel of land of 

approximately 2.1 acres in size improved with a one-story building (Cypress Shopping Center), 

which is about 30,870 square feet in size and contains approximately 10 tenant spaces.  The 

building is of steel-frame construction with metal exterior walls and a flat roof.  The former Bell 

facility was located on the western side of the building adjacent to Jones Road.  In addition to the 

former Bell facility, other tenants of Cypress Shopping Center have included several restaurants, 

executive suites, a used book store, and an automotive service shop, which conducts engine 

overhaul, brake repair, transmission repair and general automotive maintenance activities. 

 

The area around the Site is characterized by residential, commercial, and light industrial 

development.  Residential development has been active since the 1960s effectively eliminating 

wildlife habitat from the area.  Jones Road is the principal north-south corridor through the area, 

and FM 1960 (approximately one-half mile to the south) provides a southwest-northeast corridor. 

Commercial development is dominant along Jones Road with residential and limited commercial 

development along the side streets.  Cypress Creek is located approximately one mile to the 

northwest of the subject area, and White Oak Bayou is located approximately 3,500 feet to the 

south. 

 

Homes in the area have private water supply wells, and some homes share a single well with 

others.  However, a water line funded by the EPA and the TCEQ was installed in the area to 

provide a safe source of drinking water to the community.  Approximately 51% of the well 

owners agreed to discontinue use of their water wells and begin using water from the water line.  

The water line connections were completed in November 2008.  However, participation in the 

government-funded water line project was voluntary, and about 49% of the well owners declined 

to participate in the water line project and continue to use their private water wells.  Septic 

systems in the area are used in the absence of a publicly-owned treatment works (POTW) 

infrastructure. 

 

Permits from the Harris County Subsidence District are required for the installation of new 

public water supply (PWS) wells and larger wells that could contribute to subsidence.  In 2003 

the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) designated a restricted water well 
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drilling area around the Jones Road Site at the request of TCEQ.  In this area, any new well 

installed in the restricted area must be drilled to a greater depth, and specific construction 

methods must be used to prevent cross-contamination.  In 2006, Harris County promulgated rules 

that delineated a “No New Wells” area, which supersedes the TDLR restricted area.  Both the 

“No New Wells” area and the drilling restriction area are shown on Figure 3.  The areas do not 

overlap exactly, but both are large enough to entirely contain the groundwater plume. 

 

The EPA is the lead agency for the Site remedial action selection and cleanup activities, and the 

TCEQ is the support agency.  The source of monies for the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility 

Study (RI/FS) is the Superfund. 

 

9.0 SITE HISTORY AND ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES 

 

This section of the ROD provides the history of the Site and a brief discussion of the EPA's and 

the State's removal, remedial, and enforcement activities.  Table 1 summarizes additional 

historical information about the Site.  The "Proposed Rule" proposing the Site to the NPL was 

published in the Federal Register (FR) on April 30, 2003 (68 FR 23094, April 30, 2003).  The 

Site was finalized to the NPL on September 29, 2003 (68 FR 55875, September 29, 2003).   

 

9.1 History of Site Activities 

 

The Cypress Shopping Center was constructed in 1984, and the former Bell facility began dry 

cleaning operations sometime in 1988 based on the date that the Texas Water Commission 

(TWC) issued a Notice of Registration for Solid Waste Management to the former Bell facility.  

The former Bell facility continued operating through May 2002 when the dry cleaning operations 

were shut down.  The former Bell facility used at least one dry cleaning machine along with 

conventional laundry equipment.  PCE was used by the former Bell facility as a dry cleaning 

solvent.     

 

Water and other contaminants were removed by a water separator and drained out of the dry 

cleaning machine on a continuous basis into a 5-gallon plastic bucket.  The drained liquid was 

then discharged into a steam-heated ceramic pot to evaporate the liquid.  The pot was vented 

through the rear wall of the facility directly to the atmosphere.  However, a conflicting disposal 

practice was indicated by the operator of the facility, who believed that the waste stream had 

been formerly disposed to the facility’s septic system or to the storm sewer located immediately 

behind the shopping center. 

 

9.2 History of Federal and State Investigations and Removal/Remedial Actions 

 

The Site has undergone numerous investigations beginning in 1994 and continuing through 2008. 

The previous investigations include the following: 

 

 October 1994:  a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was performed at the 

Cypress Shopping Center housing the former Bell facility by Associated 

Environmental Consultants, Inc. for Metro Bank as part of a property transaction.  
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The result of this assessment identified two 30-gallon drums of PCE and one above 

ground storage tank of PCE located outside near the back door of the former Bell 

facility.  The report indicated that there was no visual observation of leakage and the 

chemical appeared well contained. 

 

 June 2001:  another Phase I Environmental Site Assessment  was performed at the 

Cypress Shopping Center by Geo-Tech Environmental, Inc. for Sterling Bank to assist 

in the underwriting of a proposed mortgage loan of the property.  The Phase I ESA 

identified leakage from a dry cleaning machine that was draining into the storm drains 

behind the former Bell facility. 

 

 June 2001: Geo-Tech performed a Limited Site Assessment.  The assessment included 

the installation of three soil borings to 25 feet.  The soil borings were subsequently 

converting to temporary monitor wells.  The soil samples results indicated the 

presence of PCE and DCE.  In addition, PCE, TCE, and DCE were detected in the 

groundwater. 

 

 November 2001:  Geo-Tech performed a Limited Site Assessment  at the former Bell 

facility. Three permanent monitor wells and two soil borings were installed and 

samples collected.  The results for some of the soil samples showed the presence of 

PCE, and TCE was detected in one sample.  Analysis of the groundwater samples 

revealed the presence of PCE, TCE, DCE, and VC. 

 

 January 2002:  Three additional monitor wells and one additional soil boring were 

installed and samples collected.  Results of the soil analysis showed PCE, and the 

groundwater samples revealed concentrations of PCE, TCE, DCE, and VC. 

 

 January 2003:  The TDLR notified all licensed drillers in Harris, Waller, Grimes, Ft. 

Bend, Brazoria, Galveston, Montgomery, San Jacinto, Chambers and Liberty counties 

of more stringent specifications for drilled water wells within the Jones Road Ground 

Water Plume area. 

 

 August 2003 – May 2008:  Shaw performed a remedial investigation (RI) at the Site, 

which characterized the nature and extent of constituents present in environmental 

media at the Site.  Soil, groundwater, and vapor intrusion samples were collected, and 

a bench scale treatability study was completed to evaluate the application of in-situ 

chemical oxidation and bioremediation treatment technologies.  Routine quarterly 

groundwater sampling was also performed. 

 

 January 2008 – November 2008:  The EPA conducted a time-critical removal action 

that included the installation of a water line and connections to homes and businesses 

at the Site.  Construction of the water line began in January 2008 and was completed 

in November 2008.  A total of 144 service connections were completed.  The 

waterline is serviced by the White Oak Bend Municipal Utility District. 
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9.3 History of CERCLA Enforcement Activities 

 

In July 2009, the EPA and the settling party, who owned the former Bell Dry Cleaners property 

and building from which the release occurred, signed a “Settlement Agreement”.  According to 

the Settlement Agreement, which became final and effective on September 24, 2009, the settling 

party agreed to continue to provide access to EPA and its representatives, and to implement any 

future institutional controls needed at the Site property that is owned by the settling party.  The 

settling party also agreed to pay $160,000 for response costs.  This Settlement Agreement was 

based on records, which showed that the former Bell Dry Cleaners operated the facility until 

2002, that the former Bell Dry Cleaners was responsible for the release of PCE, and deed records 

showing that the settling party owned the former Bell Dry Cleaners property and building since 

November 4, 1994. 

 

10.0 COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

 

The TCEQ held open houses and workshops in the community to update the community on 

activities at the Site on October 17, 2002, November 18, 2003, April 20, 2004, June 9, 2005, 

May 3, 2007, and May 15, 2008.  In addition, the Texas Department of State Health Services 

presented the draft report on the assessment of the Jones Road Groundwater Plume for public 

comment at a community meeting.  The EPA awarded a technical assistance grant (TAG) to the 

Jones Road Coalition for Safe Drinking Water in May 2004. 

 

The Remedial Investigation (RI) Report, the Feasibility Study (FS), and Proposed Plan for the 

Site were made available to the public in May 2010. These documents can be found in the 

Administrative Record file and the information repositories maintained at the Northwest Branch 

Harris County Library at 11355 Regency Green Drive in Cypress, Texas, and at the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality Central File Room at 12100 Park 35 Circle, Building E, 

Room 103, in Austin, Texas.  The notice of the availability of these documents was published in 

the Houston Chronicle on May 23, 2010.  A public comment period was held from May 25 to 

June 28, 2010.  The EPA, with assistance from TCEQ, conducted a public meeting on June 3, 

2010, to discuss the Proposed Plan and receive comments from the community.  The public 

meeting was held at the Matzke Elementary School located at 13102 Jones Road in Houston, 

Texas.  These activities meet the community participation requirement of CERCLA 

300.430(f)(3) and the NCP.  In the Responsiveness Summary, EPA responded to all comments 

received during the public comment period.  The Responsiveness Summary is included as part of 

this ROD. 

 

11.0 SCOPE AND ROLE OF RESPONSE ACTION 
 

The NCP, 40 CFR Section 300.5, defines an operable unit as a discrete action that comprises an 

incremental step toward comprehensively addressing a site’s contamination problems.  The 

cleanup of a site may be divided into two or more operable units, depending on the complexity of 

the problems associated with the site.  The EPA and TCEQ have chosen to address the Site as a 

whole without division into operable units.  The selected remedy addresses all contaminated 

environmental media at the Site with the primary objectives of preventing human exposure to 
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contaminated groundwater, of preventing or minimizing further migration of contaminants, and 

to return the groundwater to its expected beneficial use.  The Remedial Action Objectives are 

described in more detail in Section 15 below. 

 

12.0 SITE CHARACTERISTICS 

 

12.1 Physical Site Characterization 

 

The Jones Road Ground Water Plume Superfund Site is located in northwest Harris County, on 

the Gulf Coast Plain.  This physiographic province is characterized by nearly flat topography.  

The coastal plain is gently inclined toward the Gulf of Mexico at about 5 feet per mile or less.  

Most of the coastal area is low-lying and drained by meandering bayous and sloughs. 

 

Locally, the area is characterized by residential, commercial, and light industrial development on 

mostly flat terrain with ditches and depressions present only as created by landscaping and 

drainage projects.  Jones Road is the principal north-south corridor through the area and is an 

undivided multilane road.  FM 1960 (approximately one-half mile to the south) provides a major 

southwest to northeast travel corridor and is a larger undivided multilane road providing 

peripheral access around the northwest edge of Houston.  Commercial development is dominant 

along FM 1960 and Jones Road with residential and limited commercial development along the 

side streets. 

 

Surface water drainage is managed primarily through open roadside bar ditches.  Drainage at the 

Site generally flows into the ditches, then to drainage ways that flow south to White Oak Bayou.  

White Oak Bayou flows southeast into downtown Houston where it enters Buffalo Bayou. 

Buffalo Bayou flows through the Houston Ship Channel towards Galveston Bay and thence to 

the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

12.2 Geology 

 

The subsurface geology was identified by using available hydrogeologic publications of the area 

and geophysical logs of local public water supply wells and monitor wells MW-10 through   

MW-19, along with the review of lithologic logs prepared during the drilling of the monitor 

wells.  Based on this information, the local geology above approximately 400 feet below ground 

surface (bgs) consists of clay, sand, and silt deposited in fluvial depositional environments.  At 

least six major water bearing units were identified from approximately 60 feet bgs to 430 feet 

bgs.  Sand units tend to be discontinuous laterally and major channels have developed as 

indicated by downward scouring into underlying clay units.  In some cases scouring has occurred 

completely through the underlying clays into the next sand unit or units below the clays, thus 

creating hydraulic communication between sand units. 

 

The shallow subsurface geology at the Site was deposited in a fluvial depositional environment, 

as shown by discontinuous silt and sand units deposited under high to medium energy flow 

regimes, and thick clay units deposited under low energy flow regimes.  The Site is generally 

underlain by high plasticity clay from the ground surface to a depth of approximately 20 feet bgs. 
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 An interbedded zone consisting of sand, silt, and silty clay underlies the high plasticity clay, and 

extends from a depth of approximately 20 feet to 35 feet bgs.  The interbedded zone appears to 

be laterally continuous at the Site.  High plasticity clay underlies the interbedded zone, and 

extends from a depth of approximately 35 feet to 60 feet bgs.  The high plasticity clay includes 

randomly distributed discontinuous sand lenses comprising less than ten percent of the high 

plasticity clay zone. 

 

The deeper subsurface geology includes the following intervals: 

 

 A well developed sand zone from approximately 60 to 110 feet bgs.  This sand zone is 

dominant across the Jones Road Site, but thinned to the north in monitor wells MW-15 

and MW-16. 

 Next, a clay zone with minor sand lenses is encountered from approximately 110 to 150 

feet bgs. 

 Next, a sand unit underlies the clay and extends from approximately 150 to 190 feet bgs. 

 Below the sand lies another clay unit from approximately 190 to 205 feet bgs. 

 Next, another sand unit from 205 to 230 feet bgs. 

 The next clay unit extends from approximately 230 to 260 feet bgs. 

 Next, the clay is underlain by sand from approximately 260 to 295 feet bgs where the 

Chicot Aquifer screen intervals occur. 

 A clay unit extends from approximately 295 to 410 feet bgs, where the suspected top of 

the Evangeline Aquifer exists.  However, the stratigraphy at individual wells is highly 

variable and rarely matches this generalized progression exactly. 

 

12.3 Hydrogeology 

 

The two major uppermost aquifers are the Evangeline Aquifer and the Chicot Aquifer.  The 

Chicot Aquifer is the youngest unit and it outcrops at the Site.  The Evangeline Aquifer underlies 

the Chicot Aquifer.  The Chicot Aquifer provides good to superior quality water for local 

residential and agricultural use, whereas the Evangeline Aquifer provides primarily superior 

quality water to local municipal water works. 

 

At the Site, the Chicot Aquifer is unconfined and therefore the overlying shallow sediments are a 

source of recharge for the aquifer.  The Evangeline Aquifer at the Site acts as a confined aquifer 

system as illustrated by  monitor wells MW-17 and MW-18.  These wells were installed adjacent 

to one another with screen intervals of 410 to 430 feet bgs (Evangeline Aquifer) and 284 to 297 

feet bgs (Chicot Aquifer).  Groundwater levels revealed a hydraulic head difference of 

approximately 80 feet between the two wells, suggesting that the Evangeline Aquifer is under a 

confined or semi-confined hydraulic condition. 

 

Hydraulic conductivity values for the Chicot Aquifer in Harris County range from 14 to 35 feet 

per day (ft/d), and 20 to 100 ft/d in the Evangeline Aquifer.  Groundwater in these aquifers 

generally flows from the northwest to the southeast perpendicular to the Gulf of Mexico 

coastline, but is locally influenced by large municipal water well pumping.  Recent groundwater 
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elevation data obtained from gauging of the Chicot Aquifer monitor wells indicates that the flow 

is consistent to the southeast. 

 

The depth to the bottom of the Chicot Aquifer/top of the Evangeline Aquifer has been estimated 

to be approximately 400 feet bgs.  At the Site, five major Water Bearing Units (WBUs) have 

been identified within the Chicot Aquifer and at least seven major WBUs have been identified 

within the Evangeline Aquifer. 

 

The local hydrogeology is characterized by the interconnection of sand units by downward 

erosion of channels (cutting) into lower clay units.  Correlation of geophysical logs indicates that 

some downward channeling may have connected upper sand units to lower ones, making them 

locally hydrologically connected.  Downward channeling likely created groundwater migration 

between the Chicot and Evangeline Aquifers.  Chemical analyses for inorganic data showed 

similarities between water quality samples collected from WBUs at varying depths.  Similar 

groundwater geochemistry within the sand units may suggest possible groundwater mixing 

between the Chicot and Evangeline Aquifers.  However, no soil geochemical data was available 

from individual WBUs to support the theory. 

 

Looking at the shallower WBUs in more detail, the first (shallow) WBU was identified from a 

depth of approximately 20 feet to 35 feet bgs consisting of interbedded sand, silt, and silty clay.  

Groundwater yield is the first WBU is poor, and would likely not be a viable groundwater 

resource for drinking water.  Hydraulic conductivities of soil samples collected between 22 to 32 

feet bgs ranged from 2.67 x 10
-7 

centimeters per second (cm/s), or 0.0008 ft/d, to 1.48 x 10
-6

 

cm/s, or 0.0042 ft/d. 

 

Historical measured groundwater elevations within monitor wells that penetrate the shallow 

WBU have been highly erratic (highly variable in elevation), possibly due to discontinuous 

perched water-bearing lenses within the shallow source area WBU.  Water level fluctuations in 

the shallow monitor wells appear to relate to precipitation events and periods of drought.  No 

potentiometric maps for the shallow WBU have been prepared to date due to the erratic 

groundwater elevation data. 

 

The second WBU was identified at a depth of approximately 60 feet, and extended to 

approximately 110 feet bgs. The second WBU was comprised of fine sand and likely represents 

the first major WBU of the Chicot Aquifer.  No geotechnical testing was performed on samples 

collected from the second WBU, nor was any hydrologic testing performed on the aquifer. 

    

12.4 Source of Contamination 

 

The source of PCE, and related daughter products including TCE, DCE, and VC, to soil and 

groundwater at the Site is the former Bell Dry Cleaners facility.  PCE is a chlorinated 

hydrocarbon that is widely used as a cleaning solvent in the dry cleaning industry.  PCE is a 

colorless nonflammable liquid at room temperature and has a density of 1.62 g/cm
3
 compared to 

water, which is 1.00 g/cm
3
.  The former Bell facility used PCE in at least one dry cleaning 

machine.  Improper management and disposal of the dry cleaning fluid waste (PCE) resulted in 
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the release of PCE to the environment.  The former Bell facility operated over a period of 14.5 

years from January 1988 through June 2002. 

 

PCE tends to sink through water and can exist in a saturated environment as a separate dense 

non-aqueous phase liquid (DNAPL).  Therefore, when PCE is introduced into the subsurface, it 

sinks to the lowest point it can attain until reaching a low permeable barrier.  At this point it 

spreads out under the influence of gravity (it can actually oppose groundwater flow) or can sink 

even further if fractures are present in the low permeable barrier.  Unlike other hydrocarbons that 

are less dense than water and float near the surface of the water table, PCE can sink through 

water hundreds of feet, thus contaminating a much larger volume of groundwater 

 

12.5 Nature and Extent of Soil Contamination 

 

Several limited soil investigations were performed in the area until October 2003, when a 

thorough investigation was conducted around the former Bell facility.  PCE is the most prevalent 

contaminant within the upper 35 feet of Site soils, with highest concentrations detected in soil 

borings located behind the former Bell facility and representing the suspected primary discharge 

area.  The highest PCE concentration in soil was 620 milligram per kilogram (mg/kg), within the 

20 to 21-foot bgs sample collected from soil behind the former Bell facility near the storm drain 

grate.  The sample results indicated that contaminants immediately behind the former Bell 

facility are present down to at least 50 feet bgs. No DNAPL was observed during the 

investigation.  Figure 4 presents a map showing the distribution of PCE in soils around the 

former Bell facility.  The map was prepared by plotting the highest PCE concentration detected 

in each sample location, regardless of depth, to a maximum depth of investigation of 50 feet bgs. 

The area of contaminated soil is estimated to be approximately 26,000 square feet. 

 

Soil samples collected from the ditch in locations north and south of the former Bell facility 

showed no detectable PCE. 

 

12.6 Nature and Extent of Ground Water Contamination 

 

Groundwater contamination originates from soil contamination in the source area.  Dissolution 

of PCE from impacted soils has created a groundwater plume that has migrated laterally and 

vertically away from the source area, and in a downgradient direction.  In the shallow 

groundwater-bearing unit (less than 50 feet bgs), the distribution of PCE in groundwater 

indicates that the groundwater flow direction is southwest (Figure 5).  However, the flow 

direction within a deep aquifer (screened within depths from approximately 233 to 296 feet bgs) 

was found to be highly consistent to the southeast, with a groundwater gradient ranging from 

0.00248 to 0.00267 ft/ft (Figure 6). 

 

Mapping of PCE in the shallow monitor wells (less than 50 feet bgs) indicates that the PCE 

plume in the shallow zone has moved farther downgradient from the source area since it was 

investigated in 2003.  The highest PCE concentrations are now detected in monitor well MW-6 

near the southwest corner of the Cypress Shopping Center facility.  The concentration of PCE in 

monitor well MW-6 was 6,000 µg/L in August 2003, but increased to a concentration of 167,000 
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µg/L in February 2008, and then dropped to 7480 µg/L in May 2008.  A similar increase in PCE 

concentrations has occurred in monitor well MW-1, which was installed immediately 

downgradient of the suspected source area.  The concentration of PCE increased from 3,900 µg/L 

in August 2003 to 27,900 μg/L in February 2008.  The increase in PCE in monitor well MW-1 

could be an indication that PCE is still being released from soils in the suspected source area.  

Figure 5 shows the distribution of PCE in shallow (less than 50 feet bgs) groundwater for the 

February 2008 sampling event.  The area of contaminated shallow groundwater is approximately 

60,000 ft² (approximately 1.4 acres), with an average thickness of 10 feet, and an assumed value 

for porosity of 0.25.  Based on these assumptions, the volume of contaminated shallow 

groundwater (less than 50 feet bgs) is approximately 1.1 million gallons. 

 

The distribution of PCE in nearby deeper zone water wells occurs primarily west, southwest, and 

southeast of the source area, but water wells located north and northwest of the source area are 

also impacted.  Movement of the plume north and far west of the source area would not be 

expected under static groundwater flow conditions and in uniform/isotrophic geologic 

formations.  However, groundwater flow conditions are likely not static; flow may be influenced 

by seasonal pumping of numerous private and commercial water wells surrounding the source 

area. 

 

Historically, increased PCE concentrations have been observed during February and May 

sampling events, and may be related to surface drought conditions that promote increased water 

demand (pumping from water wells) to irrigate lawns in the area.  PCE concentrations as high as 

590 μg/L have been detected in the deep groundwater, but recent maximum concentrations have 

been less than 200 μg/L.  Also, the subsurface geology is not uniform/isotrophic; the geology is 

comprised of complex fluvial deposits, such as paleo river channels and over-bank deposits that 

may provide lateral pathways to aquifers north and northwest of the source area.  Table 2 

presents the quarterly PCE groundwater sampling results from May 2003 through 2008. 

Estimates of the plume size based on surface distance measurements to impacted water wells, 

suggests that the width is approximately 2,000 feet, the length is approximately 3,000 feet, and 

the depth is approximately 300 feet.  Figure 3 shows the overlapping extent of deep groundwater 

plumes.  The area of contaminated groundwater in the deeper groundwater is approximately 

3,384,279 ft² (approximately 77 acres), with an average thickness of 127 feet, and an assumed 

value for porosity of 0.25.  These assumptions give a source area contaminated groundwater 

volume of 804 million gallons.  This is probably a high end estimate because the groundwater 

plume area at individual depth intervals is smaller than the overlapping plume extent. 

 

At the Jones Road Site, the complex subsurface geology precludes identification of distinct and 

continuous WBUs within the Chicot and Evangeline aquifers.  As a proxy for distinct WBUs, the 

wells have been divided into various categories by screened intervals and depth to allow some 

analysis of travel paths for PCE contamination in the groundwater.  The monitor wells and water 

wells have been divided into five groups, less than 200 feet bgs, 200 to 230 feet bgs, 231 to 260 

feet bgs, 261 to 300 feet bgs, and 301 to 540 feet bgs.  There are 49 wells (23 sampled) in the 

less than 200 feet group, 158 wells (65 sampled) in the 200 to 230 group, 94 wells (40 sampled) 

in the 231 to 260 group, 60 wells (19 sampled) in the 261 to 300 group, and 45 wells (8 sampled) 

in the 301 to 540 group.  There are also 193 sampled wells for which the screened interval and 
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total depth are unknown. 

 

12.6.1 Wells Less Than 200 Feet BGS 

 

For groundwater less than 200 feet bgs, the groundwater samples consist of many shallow 

samples at and near the former Bell facility, including multiple samples from nine shallow source 

area (less than 50 feet bgs) monitor wells near the former Bell facility, and multiple samples from 

14 water wells to the south and mostly west of the former Bell facility.  These results indicate 

that PCE has traveled vertically down and primarily southwest in the groundwater less than 200 

feet bgs.  The inferred groundwater flow direction is to the southwest.  Figure 7 shows the 

inferred groundwater plume of PCE greater than the maximum contaminant level (MCL) in 

groundwater less than 200 feet bgs for November 2007. 

 

12.6.2 Wells 200 to 230 Feet BGS 

 

For groundwater in wells between 200 and 230 feet bgs, the groundwater samples consist of 

multiple samples from 65 water wells mostly to the west of the former Bell facility, and some to 

the southeast.  These results indicate that PCE continued downward and primarily southeast in 

the groundwater 200 to 230 feet bgs.  The inferred groundwater flow direction is to the southeast. 

Figure 8 shows the inferred groundwater plume of PCE greater than the MCL in groundwater 

from 200 to 230 feet bgs for November 2007. 

 

12.6.3 Wells 231 to 260 Feet BGS 

 
For groundwater in wells between 231 and 260 feet bgs, the groundwater samples consist of 

multiple samples from 2 monitor wells and 38 water wells mostly to the west of the former Bell 

facility, and some to the southeast.  These results indicate that PCE continued downward and 

slightly northwest in the groundwater 231 to 260 feet bgs.  The inferred groundwater flow 

direction is to the southeast.  Figure 9 shows the inferred groundwater plume of PCE greater than 

the MCL in groundwater from 231 to 260 feet bgs for November 2007. 

 

12.6.4 Wells 261 to 300 Feet BGS 

 

For groundwater in wells between 261 and 300 feet bgs, the groundwater samples consist of 

multiple samples from seven monitor wells and 12 water wells mostly to the west of the former 

Bell facility, and some to the southeast.  In groundwater 261 to 300 feet bgs, PCE has not 

been found above the MCL.  There have been some scattered detections at concentrations below 

the MCL, but nothing consistent.  It appears that PCE continued downward and slightly 

northwest in the groundwater 261 to 300 feet bgs, but PCE at concentrations above the MCL 

have not reached lower WBUs.  The inferred groundwater flow direction is to the southeast, 

which has been well documented by groundwater elevations in the monitor wells.  Seven monitor 

wells surround the PCE plume, and PCE has not been detected in any of the monitor wells 

screened to total depths between 258 and 297 feet bgs.  Although VC was detected 
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in several monitor wells in November 2007, samples from February 2008 did not detect VC.  

This brief appearance of VC, a product of PCE degradation, may be an indication that natural 

degradation processes are active. 

 

At the Jones Road Site, PCE, TCE, DCE, and VC were not detected above MCLs in water 

samples collected from water wells drilled deeper than 300 feet bgs. There has been only one 

detection of PCE (0.23 μg/L at  in February 2006), but it was less than the MCL. 

 

12.7 Fate and Transport 

 

PCE within soils below the former Bell facility provide a continuous source of contamination to 

shallow WBUs.  The fluvial nature of subsurface strata may provide preferential pathways for 

contaminant transportation from the shallow WBUs to the deeper aquifers through coalescing 

paleo river channels or overbank deposits.  Groundwater withdrawals through water wells may 

also influence the direction of plume movement toward the neighborhood, especially during 

seasons of high water demand.  Migration to deeper WBUs in the Chicot Aquifer and upper 

Evangeline Aquifer may be limited by aquitards that separate the sand units. 

 

The most recent estimate of the average groundwater plume migration rate, based on information 

available through May 2008, has been calculated to be 90 feet per year, based on a plume length 

of 1800 feet from the source area divided by 20 years, which is the approximate time since the 

PCE release began. 

 

12.8 Indoor Air  

 

Vapor intrusion is the migration of volatile chemicals from the subsurface into overlying 

buildings.  A vapor intrusion study was performed at the former Bell facility in February 2008, 

Vapor Intrusion Study (Shaw, 2008b) to determine if a completed pathway(s) exists for intrusion 

of vapors to workers in the Cypress Shopping Center (from the former Bell facility), and if 

indoor vapors could pose an unacceptable risk of chronic health effects due to long term 

exposure. 

 

During the Vapor Intrusion Study, two indoor ambient air samples and two sub-slab air samples 

were collected inside the former Bell facility, for analysis of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 

using EPA Method TO-15.  Results of laboratory analysis were compared to the Tier II Table 

from the OSWER Draft Guidance for Evaluating the Vapor Intrusion to Indoor Air Pathway 

from Groundwater and Soils (EPA, 2002).  PCE and TCE exhibited higher concentrations than 

the EPA Tier II target concentrations for the two ambient air samples.  In one ambient air sample, 

the PCE and TCE concentrations were 14 micrograms per cubic meter (μg/m
3
) and 1.8 μg/m

3
, 

respectively.  For the other ambient air sample, the PCE and TCE concentrations were 9.5 μg/m
3
 

and 1.7 μg/m
3
, respectively.  Fourteen other chemicals were detected but did not exceed the 

Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER) Tier II target concentrations, and 

were suspected to be related to household compounds (and other chemicals stored on-site) that 

would be expected to be found at low concentrations in ambient indoor air.  Eight chemicals 

were detected in the sub-slab samples.  PCE and TCE concentrations were 47,300 μg/m
3
 and 
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9,080 μg/m
3
 in one sub-slab sample, and 59,700 μg/m

3
 and 1,930 μg/m

3
 in another sub-slab 

sample, respectively.  The sub-slab samples were evaluated by estimating attenuation factors 

relative to soil or groundwater concentrations to indoor air concentrations.  For indoor air, the 

Vapor Intrusion Study concluded that a complete pathway for vapor intrusion exists, but very 

little vapor is migrating from the sub-slab soil into indoor air (the slab is an effective barrier to 

limit vapor intrusion). 

 

13.0 CURRENT AND POTENTIAL FUTURE LAND AND WATER USES 

  

This section of the ROD discusses the current and reasonably anticipated future land uses, and 

current and potential groundwater at the Site.  This section also discusses the basis for future use 

assumptions.  There are no surface waters on or near the Site.  There are ditches in the area that 

drain rainwater into White Oak Bayou, approximately 1.5 miles to the south. 

 

13.1 Demography 

 

The Site is located in northwest Harris County, Texas. The Site is primarily contained in census 

tract 5524, with some overlap into tract 5525.  The zip codes for the area are 77065 (west of 

Jones Road) and 77070 (east of Jones Road).  Based on the most current demographics (2007 

census), Harris County has a population of approximately 3.94 million people and has a land area 

of 1,729 square miles.  This equates to a population density of approximately 2,279 people per 

square mile.  The median age is 31.2 years and the majority of the population is between 17 and 

under 65 years old.  Harris County has experienced substantial population growth, with most of 

that growth due to immigrants from other states and/or other countries.  The minority population 

is growing and is expected to continue to grow, surpassing more than half of the county 

population, making Harris County a “majority minority” area.  The population of Harris County 

is projected to grow to over 6 million by the year 2040 according to census estimates. 

 

The area around the Site follows these same general demographics.  The 2000 population 

of census tract 5524 was 4,266, with a median age of 33.9 years.  Tract 5524 had a slightly lower 

percentage of minorities and was slightly older than the whole of Harris County.  Census tract 

5524 is north of FM 1960 and west of Jones Road. 

 

13.2 Current and Potential Future Land Uses 

 

Due to lack of zoning, Houston and Harris County has a diverse mixture of urban commercial 

and residential land use.  Land use near the Site is a mixture of commercial and light industrial 

properties (generally focused along the north/south Jones Road corridor) and residential 

properties primarily located west of Jones Road.  The immediate area around the Site is 

transitioning from low density to higher density as the City of Houston grows larger bringing 

development to peripheral areas.  Comparison of the 1995 Satsuma, Texas Quadrangle Map to 

current aerial photos available on the internet indicates that additional commercial and residential 

development is replacing open spaces.  Locally in particular, athletic fields have been replaced by 

apartments, and a mobile home park is being replaced with high density individual homes. 

Further densification of residential and commercial development is expected.  Little or no 
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industrial development is expected to take place, and the power line and drainage right-of-ways 

in the area may be expected to remain free from further surface development.  

 

13.3 Current and Potential Future Ground Water Uses 

 

The Site is located along the border between Harris County annexed or non annexed areas of the 

City of Houston with limited water and sewer infrastructure currently in place.  A majority of the 

private homes are therefore on private well water supply and septic systems.  Local area 

municipal utility districts and water supply districts are connecting water and sewer systems as 

new homes are built in the area, which is replacing the use of individual water wells and/or septic 

systems. A water line funded by the EPA and TCEQ was installed in the area to provide a safe 

source of drinking water to the community.  Approximately 51% of the well owners agreed to 

discontinue use of their water wells and begin using water from the water line.  The water line 

connections were completed in November 2008.  However, participation in the government-

funded water line project was voluntary, and about 49% of the well owners declined to 

participate in the water line project and continue to use their private water wells. 

 

Permits from the Harris County Subsidence District are required for the installation of new 

public water supply wells and larger wells that could contribute to subsidence.  Harris County has 

designated a limited area around the Jones Road Site as an area of “No New Wells”, in a 

contaminated plume area designated by the EPA and TCEQ.  In addition, TDLR has designated a 

restricted water well drilling area around the Jones Road Site.  In this area, any new well 

installed in the restricted area must be drilled to a greater depth, and specific construction 

methods must be used to prevent cross-contamination.  The Harris County delineated “No New 

Wells” area supersedes the TDLR restricted area.  Both the “No New Wells” area and the 

drilling restriction areas are shown on Figure 3.  The Proposed Plan, in Figure 5, incorrectly 

shows the extent of Harris County’s “no new wells” area; the area is actually shown by the heavy 

black line instead of the green line.  The result is that the “no new wells” area does not extend to 

the south as far as shown in the Proposed Plan, and does not totally encompass the southern 

extent of the deeper zone groundwater plume.  The existing Harris County “no new wells” area 

has exactly the same boundaries as the Final Waterline Service Area.  A corrected figure will be 

included in the Administrative Record for this ROD and has been published on the TCEQ Jones 

Road web site (http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/remediation/superfund/jonesroad/index.html). 

 

The institutional restrictions on drilling new water wells in the area are generally expected to 

prevent the drilling of new water wells in the future, however, the continued use of groundwater 

from wells already in place is expected to continue at least into the immediate future. 

 

14.0 SUMMARY OF SITE RISKS 

 

Under the NCP, 40 CFR § 300.430, the role of the baseline risk assessment is to address the risk 

associated with a Site in the absence of any remedial action or control, including institutional 

controls.  The baseline assessment is essentially an evaluation of the no-action alterative. (See 55 

FR 8666 and 8710, March 8, 1990).  The baseline risk assessment also provides the basis for 

taking action and identifies the contaminants and exposure pathways that need to be addressed by 
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the remedial action.  This section of the ROD summarizes the results of the 2008 Baseline Risk 

Assessment (BLRA) for the Site and included in the November 2008 Remedial Investigation 

Report (Section 7 of the RI Report).  The BLRA includes both a Baseline Human Health Risk 

Assessment and a discussion on the Ecological Risk Assessment Checklist performed for the 

Site. 

 

A four-step process is utilized for assessing Site-related human health risks in the BLRA: 

 

(1) Identification of Chemicals of Potential Concern (COPCs) – identifies those 

contaminants that are carried forward through the BLRA process based on frequency of 

detection (FOD) and a comparative analysis to EPA human health risk-based screening 

levels or other appropriate levels (i.e., MCLs); 

 

(2) Exposure Assessment – estimates the magnitude of actual and/or potential human 

exposures, the frequency and duration of these exposures, and the pathways (e.g., 

ingesting contaminated well water) by which humans are potentially exposed; 

 

(3) Toxicity Assessment – determines the types of adverse health effects associated with 

chemical exposures, and the relationship between magnitude of exposure (dose) and 

severity of adverse effects (response), and; 

 

(4) Risk Characterization (including the uncertainty analysis) – summarizes and combines 

outputs of the exposure and toxicity assessments to provide a quantitative assessment of 

Site-related risks. With the completion of this four-step risk assessment process, those 

exposure pathways and COCs found to pose actual or potential threats to human health 

at the Site are identified for remedial action. 

 

The ecological assessment evaluates potential effects on ecological receptors resulting from the 

chemicals identified in environmental media at the Jones Road Site.  The ecological evaluation 

used the Tier 1 Exclusion Criteria Checklist described in the Texas Risk Reduction Program 

(TRRP) (30 TAC §350).  The evaluation indicated that no further action is necessary to protect 

ecological receptors at the Site. 

 

14.1 Identification of Chemicals of Potential Concern 

 

The EPA used a two-step screening process to select COPCs in indoor air and groundwater for 

the BLRA.  The process evaluated the FOD and compared Site data to EPA human health risk-

based screening levels or other levels (i.e., MCLs).  First, those constituents detected at a 

frequency of five (5) percent or less in indoor air or groundwater were considered for elimination 

from the BLRA.  Second, for each constituent carried forward to the second step of the screening 

process, the maximum detected concentration was compared to its human health risk-based 

screening level or other screening level for indoor air and groundwater, as identified below: 
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 Indoor Air- EPA draft generic screening levels for indoor air vapor intrusion, based on a 

residential scenario, a target excess lifetime cancer risk (ELCR) of 1x10
-5

, and a non-

cancer Hazard Index (HI) of 1. 

 

 Ground Water- The federal MCL, if one is available.  For those chemicals without MCLs, 

the EPA Region 6 Medium-Specific Screening Levels (MSSL) for tap water based on a 

residential scenario, a target ELCR of 1x10
-6

, and a non-cancer HI of 1.  It should be 

noted that at the time the BLRA was written (2008), the Regional Screening Tables 

(RSL) were not in existence.  It should also be noted that those constituents considered 

for elimination in the first step were also compared to the MSSLs. 

 

14.2 Screening of Groundwater Data 

 

To determine the initial COPCs for groundwater, the maximum detected value for each 

contaminant was compared to its risk-based screening level.  The risk-based values are the 

MSSLs for groundwater and the groundwater ingestion (
GW

GWIng) protective concentration level 

(PCL) as specified in 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §350.71(k).  The screening levels are 

associated with a cancer risk of 1x10
-06

 and a systemic noncancer HI of 1.  Where a chemical has 

risk-based values for cancer and non-cancer endpoints, the lower (i.e., more stringent) value was 

used for the screen. 

   

It was assumed in the risk assessment that groundwater from any of the wells could be used as a 

drinking water source.  The BLRA for groundwater compared concentrations of COPCs to the 

lower value of the MSSLs and the groundwater ingestion (
GW

GWIng) PCL.  If the maximum 

concentration of a chemical is below the lower of the MSSL and the 
GW

GWIng PCL values, the 

chemical was removed from consideration in the BLRA.  If the maximum concentration of a 

chemical is above the lower of the MSSL or 
GW

GWIng PCL values, the chemical was identified as 

a COPC for groundwater, and the risk from exposure to that chemical was assessed.  If a 

chemical is shown to present either a carcinogenic risk of 1x10
-06

 or greater, or a noncancer 

Hazard Quotient (HQ) greater than one, it is considered a COC. 

 

At chlorinated solvent sites, PCE and its degradation products are commonly identified as COCs, 

and their MCLs are selected as cleanup levels in the Record of Decisions.  The basis for this 

approach is OSWER Directive 9355.0-30, Role of the Baseline Risk Assessment in Superfund 

Remedy Selection Decisions (EPA, 1991), which states that chemical-specific standards that 

define acceptable risk levels (e.g., MCLs) may be used to determine whether an exposure is 

associated with an unacceptable risk to human health or the environment and whether remedial 

action is warranted. 

 

14.3 Screening of Soil Data 

  

Several soil investigations were performed in the area.  Results of soil laboratory analysis 

indicated PCE, TCE, DCE, and VC impact to soil with samples collected from four different 

sample zones (1 to 2 feet bgs; 16 to 19 feet bgs; 19 to 30 feet bgs; and 30 to 35 feet bgs).  Review 

of the sample results concluded that PCE is the most prevalent contaminant within the upper 35 
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feet of Site soils, with highest concentrations detected in soil borings located behind the former 

Bell facility and representing the suspected primary discharge area.  The highest PCE 

concentration in soil was 260 mg/kg, within the 16 to 17-foot depth sample collected from soil 

boring located behind the former dry cleaning facility. 

 

14.4 Screening of Indoor Air Data 

 

Concentrations of vapor measured indoors at the Site were compared to draft EPA air screening 

levels (EPA, 2002).  Site-related contaminants (PCE, TCE, and cis-l,2-DCE) were detected, with 

PCE and TCE measured above conservative draft EPA screening levels in both indoor air 

samples.  The comparison for these Site-related compounds indicates that, although intrusion of 

is potentially a complete pathway, very little vapor is currently migrating from the sub-slab soil 

into indoor air (Shaw, 2008b). 

 

Table 3 

Indoor Vapor Concentrations of PCE and Degradation Products 

Jones Road Superfund Site 

Houston, Texas 

 

Indoor (Ambient) 

Sampling Location 

PCE 

(ug/m
3
) 

TCE 

(ug/m
3
) 

cis-1,2-

DCE 

(ug/m
3
) 

trans-1,2-

DCE 

(ug/m
3
) 

VC 

(ug/m
3
) 

West  Sump 9.5 1.7 1.7 <0.79 <0.51 

Center Room 14 1.8 1.8 <0.79 <0.51 

Screening Value 

(Shaw, 2008b; 

EPA, 2002) 

8.1 0.22 35 70 2.8 

Determination 

Designate as 

a COPC for 

BLRA 

Designate as 

a COPC for 

BLRA 

Exclude 

from 

BLRA 

Exclude 

from 

BLRA 

Exclude 

from 

BLRA 

 

 

14.5 Further Reduction of COPCs for Groundwater 

 

The quantitative assessment of exposure and risk for a site is based on those chemicals 

considered COPCs for the Site.  The COPCs are a subset of all the chemicals positively 

identified at a site and are those chemicals associated with site activities, and which are expected 

to pose more significant risks than other less toxic and less prevalent site chemicals that are not 

evaluated quantitatively.  Because PCE was used in the dry cleaning process at the former Bell 

Cleaners facility, PCE and its potential degradation products (TCE, and VC) are considered to be 

of potential concern at the Site.  Therefore, none of the COPCs identified in groundwater was 

excluded from the BLRA based on a frequency of detection evaluation. 
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14.6 Regulatory Screen for Groundwater 

 

PCE, TCE, and VC all have MCLs.  Therefore, these chemicals are designated as COCs at 

locations where municipal water will be supplied, and are not carried through the risk assessment 

for these locations.  For private water well locations where use of municipal water is not 

anticipated, the groundwater risk assessment is based on exposure to PCE, TCE, and VC.  Table 

4 presents the regulatory screen, showing COPCs from the risk-based screen along with available 

MCLs. 

 

Table 4 

Comparison of Groundwater Concentrations to Regulatory Screening Values (MCLs) 

Jones Road Superfund Site 

Houston, Texas 

 

COPC in  

Groundwater 

MCL  

(ug/L) 

 

Determination 

PCE 5 Designate as a COC 

TCE 5 Designate as a COC 

VC 2 Designate as a COC 

 

 

14.7 Final COPC Selection 

 

The final COPC selected for the Site are as follows: 

 

 Groundwater COPCs:   PCE, TCE and VC. 

 

 Indoor Air COPCs:  PCE, TCE and VC 

 

14.8 Toxicity Assessment 

 

Site contaminants were assessed for carcinogenicity and for non-carcinogenic systemic toxicity.  

The incremental upper bound lifetime cancer risk, presented in this ROD as the ELCR, 

represents the additional Site-related probability that an individual will develop cancer over a 

lifetime because of exposure to a certain chemical (i.e., this ELCR is in addition to the general 

nationwide lifetime risk of cancer which is about one in three).  To protect human health, EPA 

has set the acceptable additional risk range for carcinogens at Superfund Sites from 1 in 10,000 

to 1 in 1,000,000 (expressed as 1 x 10
-4

 to 1 x 10
-6

).  A risk of 1 in 1,000,000 (1 x 10
-6

) means 

that one person out of one million people could be expected to develop cancer as a result of a 

lifetime exposure to the Site contaminants.  Where the aggregate risk from COCs based on 

existing ARARs exceeds 1x10
-4

, or where remediation goals are not determined by ARARs, EPA 

uses the 1x10
-6

 as a point of departure for establishing preliminary remediation goals.  This 

means that a cumulative risk level of 1x10
-6

 is used as the starting point (or initial 
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"protectiveness" goal) for determining the most appropriate risk level that alternatives should be 

designed to attain.  Factors related to exposure, uncertainty and technical limitations may justify 

modification of initial cleanup levels that are based on the 1x10
-6

 risk level.  For non-

carcinogenic toxic chemicals, the toxicity assessment is based on the use of reference doses 

(RfDs) whenever available.  A reference dose is the concentration of a chemical known to cause 

health problems.  The estimated potential Site-related intake of a compound is compared to the 

RfDs in the form of a ratio, referred to as the HQ.  If the HQ is less than 1, no adverse health 

effects are expected from potential exposure.  When environmental contamination involves 

exposure to a variety or mixture of compounds, a HI is used to assess the potential adverse 

effects for this mixture of compounds.  The HI represents a sum of the hazard quotients 

calculated for each individual compound.  HI values that approach or exceed 1 generally 

represent an unacceptable health risk that requires remediation. 

14.8.1 Summary Toxicity Profiles 

 

This information is synthesized from toxicity information reviewed in the following sources: 

 

 Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry's (ATSDR) toxicological profiles. 

 

 EPA's Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) database. 

 

 National Center for Environmental Assessment (NCEA) issue papers. 

 

Based on the results of both the risk-based and regulatory screens, the only COPCs considered in 

these sections are PCE, TCE, and VC for groundwater ingestion (by users of groundwater from 

private wells not supplied with municipal water), and PCE and TCE for inhalation of indoor air 

due to vapor intrusion. 

 

 Tetrachloroethylene:  The health effects of breathing in air or drinking water with low 

levels of tetrachloroethylene are not known.  High concentrations of tetrachloroethylene 

(particularly in closed, poorly ventilated areas) can cause dizziness, headache, sleepiness, 

confusion, nausea, difficulty in speaking and walking, unconsciousness, and death.  

Irritation may result from repeated or extended skin contact.  These symptoms occur 

almost entirely in work (or hobby) environments when people have been accidentally 

exposed to high concentrations or have intentionally used tetrachloroethylene to get a 

"high."  In industry, most workers are exposed to levels lower than those causing obvious 

nervous system effects.  Results of animal studies, conducted with amounts much higher 

than those to which most people are exposed, show that tetrachloroethylene can cause 

liver and kidney damage (source of the RfDo).  Exposure to very high levels of 

tetrachloroethylene can be toxic to the unborn pups of pregnant rats and mice.  Changes 

in behavior were observed in the offspring of rats that breathed high levels of the 

chemical while they were pregnant.  The Department of Health and Human Services 

(DHHS) has determined that tetrachloroethylene may be reasonably anticipated to be a 

carcinogen.  Tetrachloroethylene has been shown to cause liver tumors in mice and 

kidney tumors in male rats. 
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 Trichloroethylene:  Drinking TCE for long periods may cause liver and kidney damage, 

impaired immune system function, and impaired fetal development in pregnant women, 

although the extent of some of these effects is not yet clear.  Some studies of people 

exposed over long periods to high levels of TCE in drinking water or in workplace air 

have found evidence of increased cancer.  Breathing small amounts of TCE may cause 

headaches, lung irritation, dizziness, poor coordination, and difficulty in concentration.  

Breathing TCE for long periods may cause nerve, kidney, and liver damage.  Skin contact 

with TCE for short periods may cause skin rashes.  Some studies with mice and rats have 

suggested that high levels of TCE may cause liver, kidney, or lung cancer.  Although 

there are some concerns about the studies of people who were exposed to TCE, some of 

the effects found in people were similar to effects in animals.  In its 9
th

 Report on 

Carcinogens, the National Toxicology Program (NTP) determined that TCE is 

“reasonably anticipated to be a human carcinogen.”  The International Agency for 

Research on Cancer (IARC) has determined that TCE is “probably carcinogenic to 

humans.” 

 Vinyl Chloride:   The effects of drinking high levels of VC are unknown.  Breathing 

high levels of VC can cause dizziness or drowsiness, and breathing very high levels can 

cause unconsciousness or even death.  Some people who are repeatedly exposed to high 

levels of VC have developed changes in liver structure, nerve damage, and immune 

reactions.  The lowest levels that produce these effects in people are not known.  When in 

contact with the skin, it can cause numbness, redness, and blisters.  Animal studies have 

shown that long-term exposure to VC can damage the sperm and testes, as well as cause 

changes in liver structure (source of the RfDo).  VC is a known carcinogen (Class A).  

Studies in workers who have breathed VC over many years showed an increased risk of 

liver cancer.  Brain cancer, lung cancer, and some cancers of the blood also have been 

observed in workers. 

14.8.2 Non-Carcinogenic Effects  

 

 Ingestion Route:  The COPCs considered for non-carcinogenic effects from groundwater 

ingestion are PCE, TCE, and VC. 

 

 Inhalation Route:  The COPCs considered for non-carcinogenic effects from inhalation 

of indoor air are PCE, and TCE.  

14.8.3 Carcinogenic Effects 

 

 Ingestion Route:  The COPCs considered for carcinogenic effects from ingestion of 

groundwater are PCE, TCE, and VC. 

 

 Inhalation Route:  The COPCs considered for carcinogenic effects from inhalation of 

indoor air are PCE and TCE. 
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14.9 Exposure Assessment 

 

In the exposure assessment part of the BLRA, a detailed evaluation was completed for each 

potential exposure scenario at the Site.  The exposure assessment involves several key elements, 

including the following:  

 

 Definition of local land and water uses. 

 

 Identification of the potential receptors and exposure scenarios. 

 

 Identification of exposure pathways and routes. 

 

 Estimation of exposure point concentrations 

 

14.9.1 Land and Water Uses 

 

Land and water use patterns are used to determine potential exposure pathways.  The Site is 

located in an area that is a mix of residential and commercial properties northwest of the City of 

Houston in Harris County, Texas.   

 

14.9.2 Potential Effects on Human Health 

 

The BLRA assessed whether Site-related contaminants pose a current or future risk to human 

health if no remedial actions are performed.  A large part of the BLRA is the determination as to 

whether a complete exposure pathway exists.  In a BLRA, exposure pathways are means by 

which hazardous substances move through the environment from a source to a point of contact 

with human receptors.  A complete exposure pathway must have four parts: (1) a source of 

contamination, (2) a mechanism for transport of a substance from the source to the air, surface 

water, groundwater and/or soil, (3) a point where human receptors come in contact with 

contaminated air, surface water, groundwater or soil, and (4) a route of entry into the body.  

Routes of entry can be eating or drinking contaminated materials (ingestion), breathing 

contaminated air (inhalation), or absorbing contaminants through the skin (dermal contact).  

Risks can be assessed when an exposure pathway is complete.  If any part of an exposure 

pathway is absent, the pathway is said to be incomplete and no exposure or risk is possible.  In 

some cases, although a pathway is complete, the likelihood that significant exposure will occur is 

very small.  Risk assessments include a "pathways analysis" to identify those pathways that are 

complete and most likely to produce significant exposure. 

 

14.9.3 Soil Impact to Human or Environmental Receptors 

 

The soils in the source area that are impacted with PCE near the ground surface (to a depth of 

approximately 20 feet bgs) are primarily covered with concrete associated with the building 

foundation (Cypress Shopping Center) and concrete parking lot/back alley.  There is currently a 

low potential for human exposure to soil through dermal contact or ingestion.  Exposure to 

burrowing animals is also unlikely considering the highly urbanized area and unlikely ecological 
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habitat.  The concern for PCE in soil at this Site is migration of PCE from soil to groundwater. 

 

14.9.4 Identification of Exposure Pathways and Routes 

 

The following discussion presents a brief overview of the various exposure pathways and routes, 

which were evaluated for the Jones Road Site: 

   

 Groundwater Exposure Pathways/Routes:  Residents at locations within the 

groundwater plume, who are not anticipated to receive municipal water, are expected to 

be exposed to constituents in groundwater through the ingestion pathway. 

 

 Indoor Air Exposure Pathways/Routes:  Inhalation exposure of residents and indoor 

workers to VOC vapors are evaluated. 

 

14.9.5 Identification of Exposure Assumptions 

 

Mathematical models were used to calculate the intakes (i.e., the doses) of the COPCs for each 

receptor, using applicable exposure routes.  Variables used in estimating doses include the 

exposure values that are used in the model.  These parameters include variables such as daily 

ingestion rate of water, exposure duration, and body weight.  In general, the exposure parameters 

that were used are standard values recommended by national and EPA Region 6 guidance (Shaw, 

2008c).  Regardless of the exposure route, the intake is presented as an estimated daily dose in 

units of milligrams of chemical per kilogram of body weight.  

 

14.9.6 Exposure Point Concentrations 

 

 Groundwater:  To characterize the risk from future direct exposure to PCE, TCE, and 

VC in groundwater, an Exposure Point Concentration (EPC) was calculated from the 

subset of private wells that are not anticipated to receive municipal water and samples 

collected between August 2005 and November 2007.  The EPC represents the 95% UCL 

of the mean chemical concentration of each chemical.  The 95% upper confidence limit 

(95% UCL) of each COPC in groundwater were as follows: 

 

(a) PCE = 3.71 ug/L. 

 

(b) TCE = 0.663 ug/L. 

 

(c) VC   = 0.614 ug/L. 

 

 Indoor air:  The COPCs and the values used as the EPCs for the assessment of indoor air 

exposure are as follows: 

 

(a) PCE = 14 µg/m
3
. 

 

(b) TCE = 1.8 µg/m
3
.  
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14.9.7 Exposure Factors 

 

Standard default exposure factors presented in EPA Risk Assessment Guidance (EPA, 2001) 

were used for adult/child residents and industrial workers, while a combination of exposure 

factors based on EPA guidance and best professional judgment was used for adolescent 

recreational users.  For the central tendency (CT) exposure scenario, the same set of exposure 

factors as the Reasonable Maximum Exposure (RME) exposure scenario were used (i.e., only the 

EPC was different). 

 

14.10 Risk Characterization 

 

Risk characterization integrates the information developed in the Exposure Assessment and the 

Toxicity Assessment into an evaluation of the potential current and potential future health risks 

associated with the COPCs in the shallow groundwater and indoor air.  Risk characterization 

uses the information on the known toxic effects for contaminants and interprets them with the 

relevant exposures to determine what effects might be expected for the identified exposure 

levels, durations, and routes likely to occur. 

 

14.10.1 Carcinogenic Risk 

 

Carcinogenic risk is calculated by multiplying the estimated Chronic Daily Intake (CDI) that is 

averaged over a lifetime (lifetime-averaged dose) by a chemical and exposure-route-specific (i.e., 

oral or inhalation) cancer Slope Factor (SF).  The calculation of carcinogenic risk, which assumes 

a low dose and linear relationship, is illustrated by the following equation: 

 

 Cancer Risk  =  CDI x CSF; where: 

  

  CDI  =  Chronic daily intake (intake averaged over a 70-year lifetime; mg/kg-day). 

  

  CSF  =   Chemical and route-specific cancer SF (mg/kg-day)
-1

. 

 

The linear equation is valid only at risk levels below estimated risks of 1x10
-02

.  The combined 

upper-bound cancer risk for a particular exposure route is then estimated by summing the risk 

estimates for all the COPCs for that route.  This approach assumes independence of action by the 

chemicals (i.e., there are no synergistic or antagonistic interactions), and that all the chemicals 

have the same toxicological endpoint (i.e., cancer, regardless of target organ).  The total upper-

bound cancer risk to the receptor population is estimated by summing the combined cancer risks 

for all chemicals from all relevant potential exposure routes. 

 

In assessing the carcinogenic risks posed by a site, the NCP establishes an excess cancer risk of 

1x10
-06

 as a “point of departure” for establishing remediation goals.  Excess cancer risks lower 

than 1x10
-06

 are not addressed by the NCP.  Excess cancer risks in the range of 1x10
-06

 to 1x10
-04

 

may or may not be considered acceptable, depending on site-specific factors such as the potential 

for exposure, technical limitations of remediation, and data uncertainties.  Risks exceeding 
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1x10
-04

, which are considered unacceptable, require action to reduce exposures. 

 

14.10.2 Non-Carcinogenic Hazard 

 

Non-carcinogenic health effects are evaluated by calculating a HQ and HI.  This is accomplished 

by dividing the CDIs of the COPCs, which are averaged over the exposure period, by chemical 

and route-specific RfDs.  The HQ for a particular chemical is the ratio of the estimated CDI 

through a given exposure route to the applicable RfD.  The HQ-RfD relationship is illustrated by 

the following equation: 

 

 HQ  =  CDI/RfD; where: 

 

  HQ  =  Hazard Quotient (unitless). 

 

  CDI  =  Chronic daily intake (averaged over the exposure period; mg/kg-day). 

 

  RfD  =  Reference dose (mg/kg-day). 

 

The HQs quotients determined for each COPC by exposure route (i.e., oral or inhalation) are 

summed within an exposure scenario to obtain a total HI.  The HI is an expression of the 

additivity of non-carcinogenic health effects.  Additivity in response is generally only a valid 

assumption if different COPCs affect the same target organ or physiologically integrated systems. 

Because the RfDs determined for the multiple COPCs in a given exposure scenario usually 

represent a range of different target organs or systems, the calculated HI is considered 

conservative. 

 

The methodology used to evaluate non-carcinogenic hazard, unlike the methodology used to 

evaluate carcinogenic risk, is not a measure of quantitative risk.  The HQ or HI is not a 

mathematical prediction of the incidence or severity of those effects, but rather a relative 

indication of the likelihood of adverse health effects occurring.  If an HQ or HI exceeds 1, there 

is a potential for adverse non-carcinogenic health effects occurring under the defined exposure 

conditions.  It is important to note, however, that the derivation of individual RfDs incorporates a 

margin of safety through division by uncertainty factors sometimes spanning several orders of 

magnitude, and the RfDs for multiple chemicals in a given exposure scenario can potentially 

represent a number of different toxic endpoints.  Therefore, an HQ or HI greater than 1 does not 

necessarily indicate that an adverse non-carcinogenic effect will occur.  An HI less than or equal 

to one indicates that it is unlikely for even sensitive populations to experience adverse non-

carcinogenic health effects. 

 

14.10.3 Summary of Results 

 

Table 15.1, Table 15.2, Table 16.1, Table 16.2, and Table 17 present summaries of cancer risk 

and non-cancer hazard to receptors due to contact with COPCs in groundwater, as well as 

inhalation of indoor air due to vapor intrusion.  As the RME scenario is used as the basis for 

decision at the Site, only RME results are presented; however, CT exposure would be expected 
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to be less. 

   

These risk results for inhalation of indoor air are not modeled, but are based on direct 

measurements of indoor air.  As such, they do not account for any possible background sources 

of VOCs. 

 

 Carcinogenic Risk Results:  The estimated risk from ingestion of groundwater was 

calculated for the adult and child resident, and the adult worker.  Carcinogenic risk from 

exposure to groundwater is presented as a range, due to the use of two SFs for vinyl 

chloride to characterize exposures during adulthood (adult risk) and continuous exposures 

from birth based on the ages at which exposure would theoretically begin.  Estimated 

cancer risk for the adult resident hypothetically exposed to groundwater (that is not from 

a municipal supplier) ranged from 3.9x10
-05

 to 4.8x10
-05

, which reflects the contributions 

of two risk estimates for exposure to vinyl chloride.  This range is within the acceptable 

range of 1x10
-06

 to 1x10
-04

 described in the NCP. 

  

The estimated risk from inhalation of indoor air was calculated for the adult and child 

resident, and the adult worker.  Estimated cancer risk for the hypothetical resident at the 

Center Room location was 4.5x10
-05

.  Estimated cancer risk for the hypothetical indoor 

worker at the Center Room location was 1.4x10
-05

.  All cancer risk estimates for 

inhalation to indoor vapors are within the acceptable range of 1x10
-06

 to 1x10
-04

 described 

in the NCP. 

 

 Non-Carcinogenic Hazard Results:  The estimated non-cancer hazard from ingestion of 

groundwater was calculated for the adult and child resident. Non-cancer hazard from 

groundwater ingestion was not evaluated for the adult worker since the more conservative 

receptor (child resident) was evaluated in regards to groundwater ingestion. The HI for 

the child resident was within the acceptable risk value. Estimated HI for the adult resident 

hypothetically exposed to groundwater (that is not from a municipal supplier) is     

7.1x10
-02

.  The estimated HI for the child resident is 1.8x10
-01

.  These estimates for 

noncancer hazard to residents are below the acceptable HI value of 1 described in the 

NCP. 

 

The hazard from inhalation of indoor air was calculated for adult and child residents, and 

the adult worker.  Estimated non-cancer HI for the hypothetical adult resident at the 

Center Room location was 8.0x10
-02

.  For the child resident, inhalation HI was estimated 

as 8.1x10
-02

.  The estimated non-cancer hazard for the hypothetical indoor worker at the 

Center Room location was 3.7x10
-02

.  These values are below the acceptable HI value of 

1 described in the NCP. 

 

14.11 Summary and Conclusions  

 

Results of the BLRA show that: 

 

 Chemicals identified as COPCs in groundwater from wells that are not anticipated to 
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receive municipal drinking water (PCE, TCE and VC) do not represent unacceptable 

cancer risk or non-cancer hazard to residents or workers from groundwater ingestion 

based on the risk assessment methodology.  However, concentrations of these chemicals 

do exceed MCL values specified in the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA).  Therefore, 

these chemicals present an unacceptable risk to human health and the environment.  This 

approach is based on OSWER Directive 9355.0-30, Role of the Baseline Risk 

Assessment in Superfund Remedy Selection Decisions, (EPA, 1991), which states that 

MCLs may be used to determine whether an exposure is associated with an unacceptable 

risk to human health or the environment and whether remedial action is warranted. 

 

 Chemicals identified as COPCs based on indoor air measurements (PCE and TCE) do not 

represent an unacceptable cancer risk or non-cancer hazard to hypothetical residents or to 

workers at the Site.  As such, they would not be identified as COCs based on this risk 

assessment. 

 

14.12 Uncertainty Assessment 

 

The following discussion presents the major uncertainties associated with this BLRA. 

 

 Uncertainty in environmental data. 

 

 Uncertainty in exposure assumptions. 

 

 Uncertainty related to toxicity assumptions. 

 

The following sections will discuss the potential impacts on the risk characterization from each 

of these sources of uncertainties. 

 

14.12.1 Uncertainty in Environmental Data 

 

To determine concentrations of contaminants in environmental media, and to determine the full 

extent of site-related contaminants, requires collecting and interpreting analytical data based on a 

sampling plan.  The sampling plan is derived by using what is known of the Site operations and 

related chemicals, soil types, and hydrogeology, to select a sampling strategy likely to provide the 

most information.   Because groundwater sampling has been conducted quarterly since 2003 at 

the Jones Road Site, sufficient data are available to characterize the shallow and deeper 

groundwater-bearing zones, and to capture uncertainties related to water level fluctuations and 

other seasonal variations that could affect contaminant concentrations. 

     

Groundwater data used in the BLRA were collected from private water wells at locations not 

anticipated to receive municipal drinking water, and monitor wells screened at depths in the same 

groundwater zone.  Because of the number of wells sampled (231), and the availability of data 

from quarterly sampling, seasonal variability is assumed to be reflected in the data.  Use of the 

maximum concentration of each chemical measured in any well to screen chemicals for further 

evaluation provides a conservative identification of a higher number of COPCs.  Similarly, use of 
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the 95% UCL of the mean concentration of each chemical provides a conservative estimate of 

exposure concentrations that incorporate the variability contained in the data. 

   

Because this approach to data evaluation is designed to bias the COPC identification toward 

more chemicals and their assessment at higher concentrations, it is expected that resulting 

exposures and risks are conservatively overestimated. 

 

Indoor air concentrations were based on single measurements of detected values.  These values 

are not expected to represent stable estimates of concentrations over time.  The indoor samples 

were taken at locations of maximum known groundwater contamination to provide a high bias to 

indoor air concentration measurements.  Additionally, the BLRA considers all measured 

concentrations of chlorinated solvents as vapor intrusion from groundwater sources, and the 

exposure assessment was based on the maximum measured concentration of each chemical.  

Because no correction was made to the measurements to remove other likely indoor sources of 

chlorinated solvents, this assumption is expected to overestimate the actual contribution from 

vapor intrusion.  This application of indoor air measurements is expected to result in over 

estimations of exposure.  

  

14.12.2 Uncertainty in Exposure Assumptions 

 

A number of uncertainties are associated with assumptions made in the exposure assessment.  

Areas of uncertainty include the calculation of intakes and the selection of exposure parameters.  

Uncertainties regarding exposure assumptions result from the variability of the different 

parameters such as ingestion rates and exposure durations both within and across populations.  

Best estimates from data sources compiled by regulatory agencies were used in assessing 

potential exposures.  The values used for exposure frequency and duration factors are expected to 

over estimate exposure, although how well these assumptions fit the receptor population is 

unknown. 

   

The composition of the groundwater plume and indoor air was assumed to be constant for the 

duration of exposures (30 years for residential exposures).  In fact, changes are expected to occur 

over time with distance from the source and with degradation of PCE into its breakdown 

products, which increase in relative concentration.  This uncertainty could result in either an 

over- or underestimation of risk.   

 

14.12.3 Uncertainty in Toxicity Assumptions 

 

Assumptions of toxicity at expected exposure doses were based on unit exposure values 

determined by regulatory agencies.  Because of uncertainties in the studies used in determining 

toxicity, single to multiple order-of-magnitude adjustments are made in the process of 

determining safe exposure levels.  Therefore, it is anticipated that the values will tend to 

overestimate expected toxicity at a given level of exposure. 

 

Multiple chlorinated solvents may act on similar target organs and systems to produce similar 

toxic responses, and additivity of responses is assumed.  Data are not available for these COPCs 
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to quantify synergistic or antagonistic effects.  If these chemicals exhibit synergistic effects, risk 

estimates would be underestimated.  This potential is somewhat balanced by use of maximum or 

RME chemical concentrations in the assessment. 

  

Finally, although there may be sensitive subsets of the population at the Site, the toxicity 

reference values incorporate uncertainty factors that are designed to be protective of these 

sensitive subpopulations.  Combined with the RME assumptions, the net result of the evaluation 

should be protective of those members of the population. 

 

15.0 REMEDIAL ACTION OBJECTIVES 

 

The basis for taking action at the Site is the exceedance of drinking water standards (i.e., the 

MCLs) in groundwater that is a current or potential source of drinking water.  The Remedial 

Action Objectives (RAOs) were developed for the Site for those COCs that exceed the MCLs.  

RAOs are also defined such that Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements 

(ARARs) are met. 

 

The Site consists of the source area near the former Bell Dry Cleaner facility, where shallow soil 

and groundwater were impacted, and the deeper groundwater plume underlying the Site.  

 

The expectations for contaminated groundwater in the NCP and the Site-specific conditions can 

be used to define the RAOs that the selected remedy should accomplish at the Site.  Considering 

expectations for contaminated groundwater in the NCP and the Site conditions, the RAOs that 

the selected remedy should accomplish for the Site include the following: 

 

15.1 Source Area RAOs 

 

 Prevent future human exposure to contaminated groundwater at unacceptable risk levels. 

 

 Prevent or minimize further migration of contaminants from source materials to 

groundwater (source control). 

 

 Prevent or minimize further migration of the contaminant plume (plume containment). 

 

 Return groundwater to its expected beneficial uses wherever practicable (aquifer 

restoration). 

 

15.2 Deep Groundwater Plume RAOs 

 

 Prevent future human exposure to contaminated groundwater at unacceptable risk levels. 

 

 Prevent or minimize further migration of the contaminant plume (plume containment). 

 

 Return groundwater to its expected beneficial uses wherever practicable (aquifer 

restoration). 
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15.3 Cleanup Levels 

 

The following cleanup levels provide numerical criteria that can be used to measure the progress 

in meeting in the RAOs for the cleanup.  PCE and daughter product concentrations in 

groundwater that exceed federal MCLs pose a risk to human health if consumed.  The MCL 

values, which are established to protect the public against consumption of drinking water 

contaminants that present a risk to human health, constitute the allowable exposure level for 

these contaminants in groundwater.  Remediation goals for groundwater are set equal to the 

MCLs. 

 

 Tetrachloroethylene  5      µg/L 

 Trichloroethylene  5      µg/L 

 cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene 70    µg/L 

 trans-1,2-Dichloroethylene 100  µg/L 

 Vinyl Chloride  2      µg/L 

 

The RAOs for preventing or minimizing further migration of contaminants from source materials 

(source control) to groundwater will be deemed to be achieved when groundwater achieves the 

MCLs.  Attainment of the MCLs in the groundwater will show that migration of contaminants 

has been sufficiently controlled because there will be no remaining risk from groundwater.  

Because groundwater contaminants may be initially reduced below the cleanup levels and then 

subsequently rebound, a period of monitoring is necessary after the cleanup levels are achieved to 

insure that any rebound does not result in a future exceedance of the cleanup levels.  Therefore, 

the Remedial Design will include provisions for a monitoring period following attainment of the 

cleanup levels to insure that rebound above the cleanup levels does not occur.  

 

16.0 DESCRIPTION OF REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVES 

 

16.1 Statutory Requirements/Response Objectives 

 

Under its legal authorities, EPA's primary responsibility at Superfund sites is to undertake 

remedial actions that are protective of human health and the environment.  In addition, Section 

121 of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9621, establishes several other statutory requirements and 

preferences, including: (1) a requirement that EPA's remedial action, when complete, must 

comply with all applicable, relevant, and appropriate federal and more stringent state 

environmental and facility siting standards, requirements, criteria or limitations, unless a waiver 

is invoked; (2) a requirement that EPA select a remedial action that is cost-effective and that 

utilizes permanent solutions and alternative treatment technologies or resource recovery 

technologies to the maximum extent practicable; and (3) a preference for remedies in which 

treatment permanently and significantly reduces the volume, toxicity, or mobility of the 

hazardous substances.  Response alternatives were developed to be consistent with these 

statutory mandates. 
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16.2 Technology and Alternative Development and Screening 

 

CERCLA and the NCP set forth the process by which remedial actions are evaluated and 

selected.  In accordance with these requirements, a range of alternatives were considered in the 

FS to address the contamination at the Site.  The remedial alternatives discussed in this ROD 

were developed by choosing appropriate technologies from among those considered in the FS.  

Although all the considered technologies have proven themselves to be applicable for 

remediating the COCs present at the Site, some of the technologies are not expected to be 

effective at the Jones Road Site. Others, while potentially effective, were not deemed sufficiently 

efficient for serious consideration.  In summary, three options for management of the 

contamination, in addition to a no action alternative, were selected for detailed analysis. 

 

16.3 Common Elements 

 

The alternatives (with the exception of Alternative 1) include the common remedial components 

as described below. 

 

16.3.1 Institutional Controls (ICs): 

 

ICs are non-engineered instruments, such as administrative and legal controls, that help minimize 

the potential for human exposure to contamination and/or protect the integrity of the remedy.  

Although it is EPA's expectation that treatment or engineering controls will be used to address 

principal threat wastes and that groundwater will be restored to its beneficial use whenever 

practicable, ICs play an important role in site remedies because they reduce exposure to 

contamination by limiting land or resource use and guide human behavior at a site.  For instance, 

zoning restrictions prevent site land uses, like residential uses, that are not consistent with the 

level of cleanup. 

 

ICs are used when contamination is first discovered, when remedies are ongoing, and when 

residual contamination remains on-site at a level that does not allow for unrestricted use and 

unlimited exposure after cleanup.  The NCP emphasizes that ICs are meant to supplement 

engineering controls. 

 

ICs will be required to aid in the management of the hazardous substances left on-site, and to 

ensure the protectiveness of the selected remedy.  ICs will include either restrictive covenants or 

deed notices to notify current and potential future deed holders and renters of the presence of 

hazardous substances, pollutants or contaminants, the presence of soil and groundwater 

remediation and monitoring systems and equipment installed at the Site, and identification of the 

areas where the soil and groundwater remediation and monitoring systems are installed at the 

Site.  These ICs are designed to prevent the ingestion, disturbance of and contact with 

contaminated soils, and the use of the contaminated groundwater for drinking, farming, and 

irrigation of crops, to ensure satisfactory operation of the groundwater remediation and 

monitoring system, and to protect the integrity of all engineering controls placed on the Site.  The 

restrictive covenants and/or deed notices will identify the reason or purpose for such 

covenants/deed notices, the affected property, the selected remedy, engineering controls, ground 
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water use restrictions prohibiting the use of contaminated shallow and deep groundwater, and 

land use restrictions prohibiting the disturbance of contaminated soils.  The covenants and/ or 

deed notices will include land use restrictions on the affected property which prohibit any 

intrusive activities that could compromise the integrity, alter, damage, destroy or interfere with 

the effectiveness of the soil and ground water remediation and monitoring systems, associated 

equipment, and other engineering controls in place or placed at the Site. 

 

In order to prevent people from drilling a domestic well into the Jones Road Site contaminated 

groundwater plume, and thereby to prevent future exposure to contaminated groundwater, EPA 

will utilize an IC approved by Harris County.  The Harris County Commissioners Court adopted 

a rule entitled Rules of Harris County For The Placement of Waterwells on May 16, 2006.  The 

rule prevents the drilling of a domestic well into a contaminated groundwater plume or aquifer.  

A contaminated groundwater plume or aquifer means any aquifer or portion of aquifer that has 

been confirmed as contaminated by the TCEQ or EPA.  Harris County designated an area around 

the Jones Road Site, shown on Figure 3, as an area of “no new wells” in a contaminated plume 

area.  Harris County implements this rule by requiring an applicant to submit a request for a 

water well; the proposed location is then checked to determine whether it is located in a “no new 

well” area.  Although Harris County is responsible for enforcing this rule; the effectiveness of the 

above IC will be evaluated as a part of the five-year review process.  If additional ICs are 

determined to be appropriate, the placement of additional ICs may be implemented prior to the 

end of the 10-year long term response action period (LTRA).  The LTRA is defined as a fund-

financed remedial action involving treatment or other measures to restore ground-or surface-

water quality for a period of up to ten years after the remedy becomes operational and functional. 

 

The Proposed Plan, in Figure 5, incorrectly shows the extent of Harris County’s “no new wells” 

area; the area is actually shown by the heavy black line instead of the green line.  The result is 

that the “no new wells” area does not extend to the south as far as shown in the Proposed Plan, 

and does not totally encompass the southern extent of the deeper zone groundwater plume.  The 

existing Harris County “no new wells” area has exactly the same boundaries as the Final 

Waterline Service Area.  The EPA will work with TCEQ and Harris County to enlarge the “no 

new wells” area by a sufficient amount to fully encompass the groundwater contamination at the 

Site.  This may also entail provisions for an alternative water supply source so that a water supply 

is available once new wells are restricted. 

 

Because the preferred remedial action is expected to achieve restoration of the aquifer as a 

drinking water source, the number of properties impacted by the groundwater contamination is 

expected to decline over a 10-year period.  The EPA will implement a system of short-term ICs 

during the 10-year LTRA period to provide notice to new landowners and reminders to existing 

landowners of the presence of COCs above remedial goals in the groundwater beneath the 

property.  These short term ICs are designed to prevent exposure to contaminated groundwater.  

These short-term ICs will consist of overlapping controls, which may include, but are not limited 

to, county health notices, site inspections, or semi-annual notices to property owners/renters.  The 

time-frames for the short-term ICs will be further developed during the Remedial Design. 

 

Prior to the completion of the LTRA period, the EPA will coordinate with the TCEQ to identify 
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which properties may require ICs should groundwater contamination, exceeding the remedial 

goals, remain after the 10-year LTRA period.  EPA will provide the required property 

information to the TCEQ for the placement of ICs and work with the TCEQ to request each 

affected property owner voluntarily agree to record a restrictive covenant to serve as the IC.  If 

the property owner does not agree to the restrictive covenant, the TCEQ shall record a deed 

notice to serve as the IC.  The TCEQ will utilize the TCEQ administrative rules found at 30 TAC 

§ 350.111 to implement these ICs included in the deed notices and/or restrictive covenants 

established prior to the end of the LTRA period for the Site. 

 

Institutional controls may be necessary to prevent any potential future exposures that may result 

from construction or maintenance activities that may penetrate the pavement or foundation 

surfaces and create an exposure pathway to underlying contaminated soils.  Institutional controls 

to address this potential exposure pathway will be included in the selected remedy, and will be 

crafted during the Remedial Design. 

 

The IC can consist of either a restrictive covenant or a deed notice.  

 

 Restrictive Covenant.  An instrument filed in the real property records of the county 

where the affected property is located, which ensures that the restrictions will be legally 

enforceable by the TCEQ when the person owning the property is the innocent 

landowner.  The covenant can only be filed by the property owner and is binding on 

current and future owners and lessees even if they are innocent owners or operators. 

 

 Deed Notice.  An instrument filed in the real property records of the county where the 

affected property is located and is intended to provide notice regarding the conditions of  

the affected property.   

 

The ICs will be maintained until the concentration of contaminants in the groundwater are below 

levels that allow for unrestricted use and unlimited exposure, i.e., the concentrations of 

contaminants in the groundwater are below the established remedial goals. 

 

16.3.2 Groundwater Monitoring 

 

One of the performance measures for evaluation of the remedial alternatives is the collection of 

contaminant concentration data from the groundwater monitoring network.  Groundwater 

monitoring would be quarterly for the first two years, and semiannually for years 3 through 5.  

This would be reduced to annual sampling if data appropriately demonstrates the effectiveness of 

remedy performance and shows enough stability to permit the reduction. 

 

16.3.3 Indoor Air Sampling 

 

Because the indoor air samples were collected in February, and may not be representative of the 

indoor air concentrations during the hotter summer months, additional indoor sampling will be 

performed during the summer as a part of the Remedial Design to confirm the initial results. 
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16.3.4 Five-Year Reviews 

 

Because all alternatives will result in hazardous substances remaining on-site above health-based 

concentration levels, a review will be conducted within five years of commencement of the 

remedial action to ensure that the remedy continues to provide adequate protection of human 

health and the environment.  The five year reviews will continue no less often than every five 

years as long as the Site contains contamination above levels that allow use for unlimited and 

unrestricted exposure. 

 

16.3.5 Operation and Maintenance 

 

All alternatives except the No Further Action alternative include operation and maintenance 

activities and costs to continue operating and/or monitoring the remedy in the future.  The 

present worth of the costs, which is shown for each alternative below, is estimated using a 7% 

discount factor.  Present worth is the value in current dollars of these future costs.  The future 

costs are discounted, or reduced, to reflect that future dollars are worth less than current dollars 

based on the earning capacity of money.  For cost estimating purposes, the costs for all remedial 

alternatives, except the No Further Action alternative, assume a 30-year operational timeframe. 

 

16.3.6 Plugging of Water Wells 

 

With completion of the water line in November 2008 by EPA and TCEQ, a total of 144 water 

wells from residences and businesses were replaced by connections to the water line.  Based on 

comments received at the Public Meeting, EPA will plug and abandon the water wells where 

water service is provided by the waterline.  Plugging of these wells is necessary because active 

pumping of the wells may cause migration of the plume, and the old water wells may act as a 

conduit for contaminant migration.  In a cooperative effort, EPA will coordinate with TCEQ to 

obtain EPA property access agreements from the homeowners for the purposes of sampling and 

monitoring wells, conducting remedial activities, and plugging and abandoning wells.  However, 

EPA does not plan to begin plugging the wells until a determination is made regarding which 

wells may be needed for the groundwater monitoring network, for water extraction or injection 

wells, or for deep zone bioaugmentation treatment injection.  The Remedial Design will 

determine the locations of these wells. 

 

16.3.7 Water Service Connections 

 

The EPA will provide people in the Site vicinity another opportunity to sign up to be connected 

to a water supply without having to pay the connection fee.  Additional water service connections 

are, however, contingent on the water service provider being able to provide additional capacity.  

The EPA plans to work with the White Oak Bend M.U.D., and/or other providers in the area, to 

provide the necessary capacity. 
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16.4 Summary of Remedial Alternatives 

 

16.4.1 Alternative 1:  No Further Action 

 

Estimated Implementation Time:  0 months 

Estimated Capital Cost:  $0 

Estimated Annual O&M Costs:  $0 

Estimated Present Worth (7%):  $0 

Time to Achieve RAOs:  not achieved 

 

The No Further Action alternative constitutes the absence of any remedial actions.  Under this 

alternative, no measures would be taken to address soil or groundwater contamination, and no 

measures would be taken to prevent human exposure to them.  The RAOs will not be achieved.  

No Further Action is considered in this evaluation as a baseline for comparison to all other 

potential remedial actions, as required by the NCP. 

 

16.4.2 Alternative 2:  In-Situ Treatment 

 

Estimated Implementation Time: 12 months up to 4 years if 4bioaugmentation treatments are 

needed (one per year) 

Estimated Capital Cost:  $3,336,660 

Estimated O&M Costs:  $2,022,510 

Estimated Total Cost:  $5,359,170 

Estimated Present Worth (7%):  $4,286,779 

Time to Achieve RAOs:  approximately 30 years 

 

The in-situ treatment alternative would involve treating the soil and groundwater without 

removing them.  The treatments would be as recommended in the Final Treatability Study 

Report contained in the Administrative Record.  The treatability study evaluated ISCO, 

biostimulation, bioaugmentation, and zero valent iron (ZVI) as potential treatments.  Treatment 

of the source area soil and groundwater with permanganate was recommended, along with 

bioaugmentation with lactate for deeper groundwater.  Figure 3 shows the expected in-situ 

treatment areas.  A pilot study will be conducted during the Remedial Design to prepare the 

actual design the in-situ treatments to be the most effective and appropriate for the source area 

soil and groundwater, and the deep groundwater plume. 

 

Institutional controls for soil and groundwater as described above would be implemented. 

 

ISCO would be applied to soil and shallow groundwater in the source area to destroy source area 

contaminants.  Permanganate solution has been used for quantity and cost estimating purposes.  

Chemical oxidant would be injected through approximately 144 temporary injection sites to 50-

feet bgs, spaced 20 feet apart, to treat the 160 by 320 foot area shown on Figure 3.  It is 

anticipated that two applications of permanganate would be made to the shallow soils and 

groundwater approximately one year apart.  Injections would be made from the outside in and 
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from the bottom up to minimize horizontal and vertical induced migration caused by fluid 

displacement. 

 

Bioaugmentation would be applied to hot spots within the deeper zones of groundwater to both 

destroy contaminants and enhance natural attenuation of contaminants.  Monitor wells deeper 

than 260 feet bgs do not have detectable PCE concentrations.  The number of water wells with 

PCE concentrations above the MCL in February 2008 was 41.  The 10 most contaminated of 

these water wells would have bioaugmentation applied.  Further applications of bioaugmentation 

(both in timing and choice of wells) would depend on the results of ongoing monitoring results.  

It is anticipated that four applications of bioaugmentation would be applied to the 10 most 

contaminated water wells, with at least one year between applications. 

 

Preliminary design field investigations needed for this alternative may include: 

 

 Hydraulic testing (slug test) to determine the hydraulic properties of the shallow 

groundwater; 

 

 Hydraulic testing (slug test) of deeper groundwater zones; 

 

 Pilot study to determine injection radius of influence and effectiveness of in-situ ISCO 

and bioaugmentation treatments; and 

 

 Determining screen depths for inactive wells with unrecorded screens. 

 

At the anticipated permanganate application rate to saturated soil a total of 2,800 kg of 

permanganate would be applied to the source area soil and groundwater by direct injection.  

Direct injection (jet grouting) is a commercial technology that is readily available and 

recommended for the application of permanganate. 

 

Bioaugmentation would be applied through existing inactive water wells with permission/access 

granted to EPA from the well owner.  The well owners who signed the TCEQ water line 

agreement relinquished control of their water wells to the TCEQ.  These wells would be 

considered first for bioaugmentation.  Some adaptation of the well plumbing would be necessary 

to inject bioaugmentation solution through the existing wells. 

 

For performance monitoring, a reduced number of water wells would be sampled, although the 

wells sampled may vary from event to event.  The 19 existing monitor wells would be sampled 

along with a representative selection of 31 private water wells (50 total).  Water wells in each 

depth category would be sampled with wells both within the plume and outside the plume 

selected for sampling.  During the remedial design, a formal list of wells to sample would be 

selected.  All samples would be tested for VOCs to track plume concentrations and limits.  A 

subset of 20 wells would be tested for MNA indicator parameters (e.g., pH, TOC, ORP, DO, 

sulfate/sulfide, nitrate/nitrite, carbon dioxide, ferrous iron, alkalinity, and bacterial community) 

during the quarterly sampling events to help evaluate the bioaugmentation treatments and MNA 

performance. 
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The cost estimates for Alternative 2 here differ in several ways from the cost estimates included 

in the FS.  The cost estimate here includes the capital and O&M costs from the FS, with the 

addition of the following costs: 

 

 $1,188,000 (additional capital cost for plugging and abandonment of water wells where 

service is provided by a water line; based on 180 wells at $6,000 each, plus 10% 

contingencies). 

 $288,500 (additional capital cost for providing new water line connections; based on 75 

connections at $3,500 each, plus 10% contingencies). 

 $433,080 (additional O&M costs for annual groundwater monitoring after year 15 instead 

of once every five years; additional Present Worth cost of  $100,610). 

 

16.4.3 Alternative 3:  Hydraulic Containment/Pump and Treat 

 

Estimated Implementation Time:  12 months 

Estimated Capital Cost:  $4,439,040 

Estimated O&M Costs:  $3,776,310 

Estimate Total Cost:  $8,215,350 

Estimated Present Worth (7%):  $6,244,771 

Time to Achieve RAOs:  approximately 30 years 

 

The hydraulic containment/pump and treat alternative would involve pumping groundwater from 

the subsurface in both the source area (less than 50 feet bgs) and the deeper groundwater zones at 

high enough rates to prevent further migration of contaminants in groundwater.  The pumped 

groundwater would then be treated to remove VOCs.  Alternative 3 does not directly address 

soil; although, some remediation of soils is expected as a result of pumping. 

 

Institutional controls for soil and groundwater as described above would be implemented.  For 

the shallow groundwater at the source area (less than 50 feet bgs), and depending upon hydraulic 

properties to be determined during the design phase, contaminated groundwater would be 

extracted at MW-1 and MW-6 to hydraulically control the migration of PCE contaminated 

groundwater.  The extracted groundwater would be treated by air stripping to remove the PCE 

and the treated groundwater would be reinjected into the source area groundwater or disposed 

through the local sanitary sewer system or to an outfall under Texas Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (TPDES) permit. 

 

For deeper groundwater, the plume appears to have traveled differentially due to the nature of 

sand/clay packages and local groundwater withdrawal rates.  Hydraulic containment/pump and 

treat wells would need to be placed to intercept the plume accordingly. A total of 6 deep 

extraction wells would be needed, each with an extraction rate of 20 gallons per minute (gpm) at 

each well, for a total extraction rate of 120 gpm (Shaw, 2009b). 

 

All of the extracted groundwater would be treated by air stripping to remove PCE contamination 

and the air waste stream would be run through GAC for polishing if necessary to prevent public 
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exposure to PCE by inhalation.  Treated groundwater would be released to the Harris County 

Flood Control District (HCFCD) drainage ditch, contingent on approval, discharged to sanitary 

sewer and POTW, if available, or reinjected into the WBU to offset potential subsidence.  For the 

purpose of estimating costs, reinjection into the deep groundwater is assumed using six injection 

wells. 

 

Preliminary design field investigations needed for this alternative include: 

 

 Hydraulic testing (slug test) of shallow groundwater zones; 

 

 Hydraulic testing (slug test) of deeper groundwater zones; 

 

 Startup testing of air stripper treatment system; and 

 

 Determining screen depths for inactive wells with unrecorded screens. 

 

In the past, intermittent pumping from water wells may have served to hydraulically contain or 

partially contain the groundwater plume in deeper groundwater.  With completion of the water 

line in November 2008 and subsequent reduced pumping of groundwater, plume containment 

may be lessened.  The Simple Capture Zone Modeling (Shaw, 2009b, Appendix B) included in 

the Administrative Record indicates six wells in the Chicot Aquifer pumping at 20 gpm may be 

enough to establish hydraulic control of the deeper groundwater plume.  Pumping deep 

groundwater for hydraulic containment/pump and treat would generate approximately 120 

gallons per minute according to the Simple Capture Zone Modeling.  This pumping rate might be 

large enough that the Harris-Galveston Subsidence District would object to this strategy.  

Reinjection of the treated groundwater may offset this concern.  The groundwater pumped out 

would have to be treated before release or reinjection. 

 

The amount of groundwater generated by hydraulic control in the shallow source area (less than 

50 feet bgs) is expected to be negligible by comparison. 

 

The air stripping/GAC treatment system would be divided into two parts, one east of Jones Road 

and one west of Jones Road.  The open space behind (east of) the Cypress Shopping Center 

might serve as a location for the east treatment system.  Open space along the south side of 

Tower Oaks Boulevard might serve as a location for the west treatment system.  Institutional 

controls will be used to protect the long-term location and integrity of the treatment plants.  The 

EPA will attempt to include a restrictive covenant to be filed by the property owner as a 

provision of the access agreements.  As an alternative, a deed notice to be filed by TCEQ may be 

used in the absence of a restrictive covenant.  Reinjection of treated groundwater might be used 

to mitigate or reduce subsidence caused by groundwater extraction.  Reinjection of waste water 

from a Superfund site, (even if cleaned to concentrations below the laboratory detection limit) 

may not be permissible into a Class 1 drinking water aquifer.  Reinjection of water will also 

require added energy consumption and additional operational costs associated with mechanical 

upkeep of injection wells, and reinjection of groundwater can also cause changes in groundwater 

flow patterns.  The six injection wells may be installed upgradient of the deep groundwater 
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plume for enhanced flushing of contaminants, or downgradient of the plume for increased 

hydraulic control.  Locations of injection wells will be selected during remedial design. 

 

Reinjecting treated groundwater to the deeper WBUs would require effluent discharge 

monitoring.  Effluent testing on a monthly basis is assumed for purposes of the cost estimate.  

Recommended testing would likely include VOCs, semivolatile organic compounds; biochemical 

oxygen demand; pH; TOC; total kjeldahl nitrogen; ammonia nitrogen; nitrate and nitrite; total 

phosphorus; total suspended solids; oil and grease; and chemical oxygen demand.  As treated 

groundwater would likely have relatively homogenous characteristics, the cost estimate assumes 

monthly testing for wastewater discharge characteristics would be sufficient. 

 

Direct release of treated groundwater to a HCFCD drainage ditch would require approval from 

Harris County.  Previously, this approval could not be obtained for disposal of well production 

water.  For this reason, discharge to a ditch is not expected and is not reflected in the cost 

estimates. 

 

Release by discharging to a sanitary sewer to a publicly-owned treatment works (POTW), if 

available, would require identifying a POTW willing to accept the water.  The Jones Road Site is 

largely served by individual septic systems, so there may be no simple way to discharge directly 

to a sanitary sewer.  Discharge to a sanitary sewer is not expected, and is not reflected in the cost 

estimates. 

 

The performance of hydraulic containment/pump and treat would be monitored through routine 

groundwater sampling.  A reduced number of water wells would be sampled, although the wells 

sampled may vary from event to event.  The 19 existing monitor wells would be sampled along 

with a representative selection of 31 private water wells (50 total).  Water wells in each depth 

category would be sampled with wells both within the plume and outside the plume.  All samples 

would be tested for VOCs to track plume concentrations and limits.  A subset of 20 wells would 

be tested for MNA indicator parameters during the quarterly sampling events to help evaluate 

MNA performance.  Results would be used to verify hydraulic containment/pump and treat and 

evaluate the success of the hydraulic containment/pump and treat system. 

 

The cost estimates for Alternative 3 here differ in several ways from the cost estimates included 

in the FS.  The cost estimate here includes the capital and O&M costs from the FS, with the 

addition of the following costs: 

 

 $1,188,000 (additional capital cost for plugging and abandonment of water wells where 

service is provided by a water line; based on 180 wells at $6,000 each, plus 10% 

contingencies). 

 $288,500 (additional capital cost for providing new water line connections; based on 75 

connections at $3,500 each, plus 10% contingencies). 

 $433,080 (additional O&M costs for annual groundwater monitoring after year 15 instead 

of once every five years; additional Present Worth cost of  $100,610). 
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16.4.4 Alternative 4:  In-Situ Enhancements to Pump and Treat (Selected Remedy) 

 

Estimated Implementation Time:  12 months up to 4 years if 4bioaugmentation treatments are 

needed (one per year)  

Estimated Capital Cost:  $5,699,520 

Estimated O&M Costs:  $3,776,310 

Estimated Total Costs:  $9,475,830 

Estimated Present Worth (7%):  $7,425,852 

Time to Achieve RAOs:  approximately 30 years 

 

In-situ enhancements to the pump and treat alternative would involve pumping groundwater from 

the subsurface in both the source area and the deeper groundwater zones.  Chemical or 

bioremediation enhancements would be added through injection wells to enhance destruction of 

PCE in the soil and groundwater. 

 

This alternative is substantially similar to Alternative 3 with the addition of in-situ enhancement 

such as that described in Alternative 2.  Institutional controls for soil and groundwater as 

described above would be implemented.  In- situ treatment would be applied to soil and 

groundwater in the source area (less than 50 feet bgs). 

 

ISCO would be applied to soil and shallow groundwater in the source area to destroy source area 

contaminants.  This activity would be performed as described in Alternative 2. 

 

Bioaugmentation would be applied to the deeper zones of groundwater with lower PCE 

concentrations to both destroy contaminants and enhance natural attenuation of contaminants.  

This activity would be performed as described in Alternative 2. 

 

Pumping of groundwater for hydraulic control and treatment would be performed as described in 

Alternative 3, with exceptions made for periods of in-situ treatment application to allow time for 

the applied treatments to effectively destroy contaminants.  It is anticipated that hydraulic 

containment/pump and treat of the source area shallow groundwater (less than 50 feet bgs) will 

be unnecessary after ISCO application to the area. 

 

Preliminary design field investigations needed for this alternative include: 

 

 Hydraulic testing (slug test) to determine whether shallow groundwater satisfies the 

regulatory threshold value required for a saturated formation to be classified as a WBU 

(30 TAC 350.52); 

 

 Hydraulic testing (slug test) of deeper groundwater zones; 

 

 Pilot study to determine injection radius of influence and effectiveness of in-situ ISCO 

and bioaugmentation treatments; 

 

 Startup testing of air stripper treatment system; and 
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 Determining screen depths for inactive wells with unrecorded screens. 

 

The cost estimates for Alternative 4 here differ in several ways from the cost estimates included 

in the FS.  The cost estimate here includes the capital and O&M costs from the FS, with the 

addition of the following costs: 

 

 $1,188,000 (additional capital cost for plugging and abandonment of water wells where 

service is provided by a water line; based on 180 wells at $6,000 each, plus 10% 

contingencies). 

 $288,500 (additional capital cost for providing new water line connections; based on 75 

connections at $3,500 each, plus 10% contingencies). 

 $433,080 (additional O&M costs for annual groundwater monitoring after year 15 instead 

of once every five years; additional Present Worth cost of  $100,610). 

 

17.0 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATIVES 

 

Nine criteria are used to evaluate the different remediation alternatives individually and against 

each other in order to select a remedy.  These nine criteria are categorized into three groups: 

threshold, balancing, and modifying.  To be eligible for selection, a remedial alternative must 

meet the two threshold criteria described below, or in the case of ARARs, must justify why a 

waiver is appropriate.  The two threshold criteria are: 

 

 Overall Protection of Human Health and the Environment. 

 

 Compliance with Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements. 

 

The balancing criteria are used to weigh major tradeoffs among alternatives.  The balancing criteria 

are: 

 

 Long-term effectiveness and permanence. 

 

 Reduction of toxicity, mobility, or volume of contaminants through treatment. 

 

 Short-term effectiveness. 

 

 Implementability. 

 

 Cost. 

 

The modifying criteria may prompt modification to the preferred remedy and are as follows: 

 

 State/support agency acceptance. 

 

 Community acceptance. 
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17.1 Overall Protection of Human Health and the Environment 

 

Overall protection of human health and the environment addresses whether each alternative 

provides adequate protection of human health and the environment and describes how risks 

posed through each exposure pathway are eliminated, reduced, or controlled, through treatment, 

engineering controls, and/or institutional controls. 

 

The overall protection of human health and the environment is a threshold criteria and must be 

met in order for the alternative to be eligible for selection as a remedial action.  Alternative 1, No 

Further Action, does not meet this threshold; therefore, it cannot be selected.  All of the other 

alternatives meet this minimum and are eligible for selection.  Alternative 2 protects human 

health and the environment by in-situ destruction of contaminants, which will shorten the 

required monitoring period.  Alternative 3 contains, pumps, and treats contaminated 

groundwater, removing contaminants to protect human health.  Alternative 4 adds in-situ 

enhancements to Alternative 3 to reduce active treatment time.  All of the alternatives rely on ICs 

to prevent the installation of groundwater wells for a source of drinking water and to prevent 

exposure to contaminated soils.  All alternatives also include plugging and abandonment of water 

wells where people connected to the waterline installed by EPA and TCEQ.  Plugging of these 

wells is necessary because active pumping of the wells may cause migration of the plume, and 

the old water wells may act as a conduit for contaminant migration and potentially contaminate 

new areas.   

 

17.2 Compliance with Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements 

  

Section 121(d) of CERCLA and NCP § 300.430(f)(1)(ii)(B) require that remedial actions at 

CERCLA sites at least attain legally applicable or relevant and appropriate Federal and State 

requirements, standards, criteria, and limitations which are collectively referred to as “ARARs,” 

unless such ARARs are waived under CERCLA Section 121(d)(4). 

 

Applicable requirements are those cleanup standards, standards of control, and other substantive 

requirements, criteria, or limitations promulgated under Federal environmental or State 

environmental or facility siting laws that specifically address a hazardous substance, pollutant, 

contaminant, remedial action, location, or other circumstance found at a CERCLA site.  State 

standards that are identified by a state in a timely manner and that are more stringent than Federal 

requirements may be applicable.  Relevant and appropriate requirements are those cleanup 

standards, standards of control, and other substantive requirements, criteria, or limitations 

promulgated under Federal environmental or State environmental or facility siting laws that,  

while not “applicable” to a hazardous substance, pollutant, contaminant, remedial action, 

location, or other circumstance at a CERCLA site address problems or situations sufficiently 

similar to those encountered at the CERCLA site that their use is well-suited to the particular 

site.  Only those State standards that are identified in a timely manner and are more stringent than 

Federal requirements may be relevant and appropriate. Finally, there is a category of other federal 

or state advisories, criteria, or guidance, which may be used to develop a CERCLA remedy that 

falls into a category called “to be considered (TBC)” guidelines  40 C.F.R. § 300.400(g)(3). 
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The ARARs pertaining to remedial action at the Site are divided into action, chemical, and 

location  specific categories as described below.   In addition, TBCs criteria are discussed.  These 

specific categories are described as follows: 

 

 Action Specific ARARs are technology or activity based requirements or limitations on 

actions taken regarding hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants. 

 

 Chemical Specific ARARs are promulgated values that include health or risk based 

standards, numerical values, or methodologies that, when applied to site-specific 

conditions, establish the acceptable amount or contaminant concentration that may be 

detected in or discharged to the ambient environment. These values focus on protecting 

public health and the environment.  However, technological or cost limitations may 

influence some values, such as MCLs. 

 

 Location Specific ARARs relate to the geographical position of the Site, such as state 

and federal laws and regulations that protect wetlands or construction in flood plains.  

The extent to which any location specific requirements may be considered depends solely 

on the sensitivity of the environment and any possible impact caused by remedial 

activities. 

 

 To-be-considered (TBC) criteria are non-promulgated, non-enforceable guidelines, or 

criteria that may be useful for developing a remedial action or that are necessary for 

evaluating what is protective to human health and/or the environment.  Examples of TBC 

criteria include EPA drinking water health advisories, reference doses, and cancer slope 

factors. 

 

ARARs for the Site include the following: 

 

Location-specific ARARs: 

 

 Permits and Enforcement, Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 

Liability Act (CERCLA) Section 121(e):  This section of CERCLA states that "no 

federal, state, or local permit shall be required for any portion of a CERCLA remedial 

action that is conducted on the site of the facility being remediated," this includes 

exemption from the RCRA permitting process, note that the substantive requirements of 

the regulations must still be met. 

 Clean Air Act Section 101; 40 C.F.R. § 52:  This section calls for development and 

implementation of regional air pollution control programs. 

 40 C.F.R. § 50, National Primary and Secondary Ambient Air Quality Standards:  This 

section establishes Ambient Air Quality Standards. 

 Federal Water Pollution Control Act as amended by the Clean Water Act of 1977, §§ 

208(b) and 304:  The proposed action must be consistent with regional water quality 

management plans as developed under Section 208 of Clean Water Act.  Section 304 

contains water quality criteria. 

000342

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



 

 Jones Road Ground Water Plume ROD                        Page 46 

September 20, 2010 

 40 C.F.R. § 131, Water Quality Standards:  States are granted enforcement jurisdiction 

over direct discharges and may adopt reasonable standards to protect or enhance the uses 

and qualities of surface water bodies in the state.  EPA has authorized the State of Texas 

to enforce most water quality standards. 

 Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP), 30 TAC § 350, Subchapter A, General 

Information:   The criteria used to define a groundwater-bearing unit (GWBU) at the site 

are specified in 30 TAC § 350.4(a)(40). 

 TRRP, 30 TAC § 350, Subchapter C, Affected Property Assessment; Groundwater 

Resource Classification:  The criteria used to establish the Class 1 groundwater 

classification at the site is specified in 30 TAC § 350.52(1)(A). 

 TRRP, 30 TAC § 350, Subchapter D, Development of Protective Concentration Levels:  

The criteria used to conduct an ecological risk assessment at the site and establish that the 

exclusion criteria were met are specified in 30 TAC § 350.77(b). 

 TRRP, 30 TAC § 350, Subchapter F Institutional Controls:  The criteria used to establish 

the use of institutional controls and the type(s) of institutional controls at the site are 

specified in 30 TAC § 350.111. 

 Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR):  Licensed drillers/drilling 

companies are notified via TDLR notices/letters that define designated restricted drilling 

areas and advise drillers of potential contamination and the contaminated water bearing 

units.  Based on this information the TDLR may prescribe more stringent site-specific 

drilling procedures, well construction, and well completion specifications.  A designated 

restricted drilling area does not prohibit drilling and there is no "registration" by which to 

initiate enforcement.  The TDLR may learn of drilling in a restricted drilling area via a 

complaint or after a State of Texas well report has been submitted to the TDLR by the 

licensed driller.  If the well report indicates the well was not constructed and completed in 

accordance with the TDLR specifications defined for the restricted drilling area, the 

TDLR may initiate enforcement based on improper well construction and/or completion. 

 Rules of Harris County for the Placement of Water Wells, Section 6 (2)(B)(i):  The 

county engineer shall approve the drilling of a private water well if the well will not be 

drilled into or through an aquifer or groundwater plume that has been confirmed as 

contaminated by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality or the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency, and placement of the well will not violate the rules 

adopted by the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation under Chapters 1901 and 

1902, Occupations Code. 

 

Chemical-specific ARARs: 

 

 SDWA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 300f et seq.):  These sections establish the basic framework for 

protection of drinking water through risk-based standards. 

 MCLs for Organic Contaminants (40 C.F.R. § 141):  This section provides primary 

drinking water standards including MCLs and maximum contaminant level goals 

(MCLGs) and establishes requirements for certain contaminants that are allowable in 

public water supply systems.  The MCL values, which are established to protect the 

public against consumption of drinking water contaminants that present a risk to human 

health, constitute the allowable exposure level for these contaminants in groundwater.  
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Remediation goals for groundwater are set equal to the MCLs.  The MCLs applicable to 

the Site are as follows: (a) Tetrachloroethylene: 5 µg/L; (b) Trichloroethylene: 5 µg/L; (c) 

cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene:  70 µg/L; (d) trans-1,2-Dichloroethylene:  100 µg/L; and (e) 

Vinyl Chloride:  2 µg/L. 

 Texas Industrial Solid Waste and Municipal Solid Waste Regulations 30 TAC § 335:  

This provides guidelines for generators to determine if a solid waste is a hazardous waste. 

Texas has been authorized by EPA to enforce approximately 76% of the hazardous waste 

regulations, including the majority that may be ARARs for this Site. 

 Waste Characterization 30 TAC § 335, Subchapter R:  This part establishes criteria for 

designating a waste as a hazardous waste or as one of three classes of solid waste. 

 

Action Specific ARARs: 

 

 U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Rules for Hazardous Materials Transport (49 

C.F.R. §§ 107, 171):  These sections establish requirements for the transportation of 

hazardous materials including packaging, shipping, and placarding. 

 Land Disposal Restrictions (40 C.F.R. § 268):  This part restricts certain hazardous 

wastes from placement or disposal on land without treatment. 

 Subtitle C, 40 C.F.R. §§ 260 through 264:  These parts regulate the generation, transport, 

storage, treatment, and disposal of hazardous wastes generated in the course of a remedial 

action.  It also regulates the construction, design, monitoring, operation, and closure of 

hazardous waste facilities. 

 40 C.F.R. § 264, Subparts B, C, D; Management of Hazardous Waste Facilities:  These 

parts establish minimum standards that define the acceptable management of hazardous 

waste for owners and operators of facilities that treat, store or dispose of hazardous waste. 

 40 C.F.R. § 264, Subparts I and J; Use and Management of Containers and Tank Systems: 

 Subpart I sets operating and performance standards for container storage of hazardous 

waste.  Subpart J outlines similar standards but applies to tanks rather than containers. 

 Control of Air Pollution from Visible Emissions and Particulate Matter; 30 TAC § 111:  

This section requires that all reasonable precautions shall be taken to prevent particulate 

matter from becoming airborne, including use of water or chemicals for control of dust in 

the construction operations and clearing of land and on dirt roads or stockpiles. 

 Control of Air Pollution by Permits for New Construction or Modification; 30 TAC § 

116:  This section requires a permit for construction or modification of any facility that 

may emit contaminants into the air, unless the facility qualifies for a standard exemption. 

 General Air Quality Rules; 30 TAC § 101:  This section requires that sampling be 

conducted at a source that emits contaminants into the air of the state and that any 

emissions events that occur be reported. 

 Permits by Rule; 30 TAC § 106 Subchapter X; Waste Processes and Remediation; 30 

TAC § 106.533:  These sections provide that equipment used to extract, handle, process, 

condition, reclaim, or destroy contaminants for the purpose of remediation is permitted by 

rule if certain design and location criteria are met. 
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 TPDES Construction Stormwater Permit; 30 TAC § 205:  This section  requires 

submission of Notice of Intent (NOI) as a large construction activity (sites greater than 5 

acres) for coverage under the general permit for stormwater discharges resulting from 

construction. Complying with the substantive parts of this permit include preparation of a 

stormwater pollution prevention plan and use of best management practices for managing 

stormwater, as well as other requirements.  The NOI must be submitted at least 24-48 

hours prior to construction.  A Notice of Termination must also be submitted within 30 

days after stabilization is complete.  A copy of this information must also be submitted to 

the City if part of the stormwater discharges to the City storm sewer. 

 Underground Injection Control; 30 TAC § 331:  This section establishes requirements 

and prohibitions related to underground injection of fluids. 

 Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) permit; 30 TAC § 308:  This 

section requires a permit for any activity that may result in discharge into or adjacent to 

waters in the State. 

 Texas Industrial Solid Waste and Municipal Solid Waste Regulations 30 TAC § 335:  

This requires adherence to record keeping and shipping requirements.  Texas has been 

authorized by EPA to enforce approximately 76% of the hazardous waste regulations, 

including the majority that may be ARARs for this Site. 

 Water Well Drillers and Water Pump Installers; 16 TAC §§ 76.1000 – 1009:  These 

sections provide that monitoring wells installed and abandoned must meet certain design 

requirements and licensed drillers must install or abandon wells. 

 42 U.S.C. §§ 300f et seq., and 40 C.F.R. §§ 144 and 146:  These sections address 

requirements for the construction, operation, and abandonment of wells. 

 

To-be-considered (TBC) criteria for the Site include the following: 

 

 Harris-Galveston Subsidence District, Rule 5.1; Registration of New Wells:  All new 

wells, except leachate wells, monitor wells, and dewatering wells, must be registered by 

the well owner, well operator, or water well driller prior to being drilled.  The District 

staff will review the registration and make a preliminary determination on whether the 

well meets the exclusions or exemptions provided in Rule 5.7.  If the preliminary 

determination is that the well is excluded or exempt, drilling may begin immediately 

upon receiving the approved registration. 

 Harris-Galveston Subsidence District, Rule 5.7; Exclusions and Exemptions:  (a) 

Exemption:  single-family dwellings with wells having a nominal casing diameter of 5 

inches or less are excluded from the permit requirements; (b) Exemption:  the permit 

requirements shall not apply to:  (i) windmills serving a well with a casing diameter of 

four inches nominal or less, (ii) monitor wells, (iii) leachate wells, or (iv) dewatering 

wells.  Although small single family wells are excluded from obtaining permit, the owner 

is required to register the well. 

 40 C.F.R. § 52; Approval and Promulgation of Implementation Plans:  This part requires 

the filing of a notice with the state regarding intent to install a new stationary source for 

air pollution. 

 

Compliance with ARARs addresses whether a remedy will meet all of the applicable or relevant 
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and appropriate requirements of other Federal and State environmental statutes or provides a 

basis for invoking a waiver.  Compliance with ARARs is also a threshold criterion and must be 

met in order for the alternative to be eligible for selection as a remedial action.  Alternative 1 – 

No Further Action, does not meet this threshold and cannot be selected.  All other alternatives 

meet this minimum or are potentially eligible for an ARAR waiver. 

 

As an example, the Safe Drinking Water Act, which establishes the basic framework for 

protection of drinking water through risk-based standards, is applicable to the Site because 

groundwater in the area has been used as drinking water.  Alternative 2 is expected to comply 

with this ARAR because it is designed to reduce the contaminant levels to below the MCLs 

through in-situ treatment.   Likewise, Alternative 3 is expected to comply with this ARAR 

because it is designed to reduce the contaminant levels to below the MCLs through pumping and 

surface treatment.  Alternative 4 combines these two approaches.  Therefore, all of the 

alternatives, except the No Further Action alternative, are expected to comply with this ARAR.  

Alternatives are listed in order of comparative advantage with respect to ARAR compliance. 

 

 Alternative 2 complies with ARARs by destroying contaminants in-situ by chemical 

oxidation or biodegradation to reduce concentrations to levels below the cleanup levels.  

Because all reactions would take place in-situ, many of the ARARs would not apply for 

this alternative. Monitoring would provide a record of progress toward the MCLs in wells 

within the plume.  No subsidence district issues would be applicable. 

 

 Alternative 3 complies with ARARs by removing contaminants from the groundwater 

with a hydraulic containment/pump and treat system to reduce concentrations to levels 

below the cleanup levels.  This would be slower than Alternative 4.  There are potential 

conflicts with subsidence district concerns. 

 

 Alternative 4 complies with ARARs by destroying contaminants in-situ and removing 

contaminants from groundwater with a hydraulic containment/pump and treat system to 

reduce concentrations to levels below the cleanup levels.  There are potential conflicts 

with subsidence district concerns. 

 

17.3 Long Term Effectiveness and Permanence 

 

This is a balancing criterion that refers to expected residual risk and the ability to maintain 

reliable protection of human health over time, once remediation levels have been met. 

 

Alternative 1 would not be effective or permanent.  Among the remaining alternatives, greater 

long term effectiveness and permanence are attributed to those alternatives that remove or 

destroy a greater mass of contaminants by the end of the 30-year evaluation period.  Alternatives 

3 and 4 result in a greater reduction of mobility since groundwater is pumped and treated, which 

would limit the ability of the groundwater contaminants to move further downgradient.  

Alternatives 2 and 4 reduce the toxicity of contaminants in a shorter time period since the in-situ 

treatments of groundwater actually destroy the contaminants.  Alternative 4 is the most effective 

and permanent alternative because it addresses source area and hot spot contaminants while 
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maintaining hydraulic control of the contaminant plumes.  Alternative 3 does not address source 

area or hot spot contamination, but controls plume migration.  It is not considered as effective as 

Alternative 4.  Alternative 2 addresses source area and hot spot contamination, but does not 

control plume migration. 

 

17.4 Reduction of toxicity, mobility, or volume of contaminants through treatment 

 

This balancing criterion relates primarily to the degree of toxicity, mobility, or volume (TMV) 

reduction that will be achieved by each alternative through treatment of COC-contaminated 

media. 

 

Alternative 1 contains no treatment, so it is least favored by this comparison.  Among the 

remaining alternatives, the degree to which treatment reduces TMV is evaluated to rank the 

alternatives.  Alternatives 2 and 4 utilize in-situ treatment to address the source area associated 

with the former dry cleaning operations and the principal threat wastes.  These alternatives offer 

a greater level of long-term effectiveness and permanence than Alternative 3 since source 

material, which could continue to contribute to the dissolved phase groundwater contamination, 

is treated.  However, Alternative 2 does not control plume migration.  Alternative 3 is effective 

in the long-term since pumping and treatment of groundwater would prevent the plume from 

migrating to potential downgradient receptors.  However, Alternative 3 does not directly address 

the source area soil, which contains a principal threat waste. 

 

Alternative 4 offers the greatest long-term effectiveness and permanence since in-situ treatments 

will reduce or remove contaminants in the source area soils and groundwater plumes while 

preventing the groundwater plume from moving towards potential downgradient receptors. 

Alternative 2 would rank next because it employs in-situ destruction of contaminants, and would 

likely destroy a larger mass of contaminants within 30 years than Alternative 3.  Alternative 3 

ranks slightly lower because the hydraulic containment/pump and treat system by itself would 

remove contaminants more slowly. 

 

17.5 Short-term effectiveness 

 

Short-term effectiveness is a balancing criterion that addresses the period of time needed to 

implement and operate the remedy and any adverse impacts that may be posed to workers, the 

community, and the environment during construction. 

 

Alternative 1 would not be effective, so it is the least favored by this comparison.  Among the 

remaining alternatives, preference is given to alternatives with fewer potential risks to workers 

and the community during implementation, and to alternatives that are effective in a shorter time 

period.  In-situ treatment which is included in Alternatives 2 and 4 would be effective in the short 

term because chemical oxidation reaction rates are fast.  It is expected that the bioaugmentation 

treatments will reduce contaminants at a slower rate, but with greater potential for continuing 

reductions over the longer term.  The short term risks associated with in-situ treatment 

application should be manageable with a well implemented Site health and safety plan.  

Alternatives 2 and 4 would take longer to implement in the short –term since ISCO and 
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bioaugmentation treatments would take place over a four year time frame.  Alternative 3 would 

take the shortest amount of time to implement since no in-situ treatments are used.  Workers will 

face potential exposure to contaminated media during construction, operation, and maintenance.  

Compliance with a Site-specific health and safety plan will mitigate these risks. Wastes produced 

by Alternatives 3 and 4 will include contaminated drill cuttings, contaminated water from well 

development and decontamination, and spent treatment media. 

 

Alternative 4 ranks best for short term effectiveness because contaminants would be destroyed 

in-situ or removed by the hydraulic containment/pump and treat system, leading to the shortest 

expected time to achieve the cleanup levels.  There would be some short term risks during 

construction and ISCO application. 

 

Alternative 2 would rank next because it employs in-situ destruction of contaminants, but has no 

ongoing hydraulic containment/pump and treat aspect to address contaminants from beyond the 

reach of the in-situ treatment application.  There would be some short term risks during ISCO 

and bioaugmentation application.  Alternative 3 ranks slightly lower because the lack of in-situ 

contaminant destruction would leave more contaminants in the groundwater at any comparable 

future time.  There would be some short term risks during construction. 

 

17.6 Implementability 

 

Implementability is a balancing criterion that addresses the technical and administrative 

feasibility of a remedy from design through construction and operation.  Factors such as 

availability of services and materials, administrative feasibility, and coordination with other 

governmental entities are also considered. 

 

Alternative 1, No Further Action, is inherently implementable as no actions are required, so is 

most favored by this comparison.  Among the remaining alternatives, technical feasibility, 

administrative feasibility, and availability of services and materials are evaluated to rank the 

alternatives.  ISCO and bioaugmentation (components of Alternatives 2 and 4) are commercially 

available technologies that have been used at numerous contaminated soil and groundwater sites 

for the same chlorinated solvents.  Before ISCO or bioaugmentation injection can begin, a pilot 

study will have to be conducted to determine the injection radius of influence and quantity of 

amendments necessary to degrade the contaminants.  The results of the pilot study could impact 

the number and spacing of injection locations in the source area.  Prior to beginning 

bioaugmentation in the deeper groundwater, well owners would have to grant access and 

permission to use existing wells.  If existing wells cannot be used, new injection wells will have 

to be drilled.  Hydraulic containment/pump and treat (components of Alternatives 3 and 4) would 

require administrative coordination to maintain permission to install extraction wells, injection 

wells, piping, and treatment plants.  Significant labor, equipment and materials would be 

required for installing the systems.  Groundwater extraction and air stripping are well developed 

technologies and commercially available. 

 

Alternative 2 ranks first (best) in implementability because the in-situ treatment applications 

could be accomplished within the first four years, with only monitoring necessary later.  
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Alternative 3 ranks next because the hydraulic containment/pump and treat system would require 

significant time to construct and operations would continue with adjustments as necessary over 

time.  Alternative 4 ranks last because it combines the implementation of in-situ treatment 

application with the complexity of constructing and operating a hydraulic containment/pump and 

treat system over time. 

 

17.7 Cost 

 

Cost is a balancing criterion that facilitates comparison of alternatives.  Alternative 1 has no 

associated costs, so is most favored by this comparison.  Alternative 2 has a total capital cost of 

$3,336,660 and O&M costs of $2,022,510, and a present value total of $4,286,779.  Alternative 3 

has a total capital cost of $4,439,040 and O&M costs of $3,776,310, and a present value total of 

$6,244,771.  Alternative 4 has a total capital cost of $5,699,520 and O&M costs of $3,776,310, 

and a present value total of $7,425,852.  O&M and periodic costs are calculated for a 30-year 

evaluation period. 

 

In terms of present value costs over the 30-year period, Alternative 4, In-Situ Enhancements to 

Pump and Treat is the most expensive, and Alternative 2, In-Situ Treatment is the least 

expensive.  In terms of capital costs, Alternative 4 is the most expensive, and Alternative 2 is the 

least expensive.  In terms of O&M costs, Alternative 4 is the most expensive, and Alternative 2 is 

the least expensive.  The estimated capital and annual O&M cost for each alternative is provided 

on Table 18.  Table 19 includes the detailed estimated costs for the Alternative 4, the selected 

remedy.  

 

The cost estimates for all alternatives except Alternative 1 differ in several ways from the cost 

estimates included in the FS.  The cost estimates here includes the capital and O&M costs from 

the FS, with the addition of the following costs: 

 

 $1,188,000 (additional capital cost for plugging and abandonment of water wells where 

service is provided by a water line; based on 180 wells at $6,000 each, plus 10% 

contingencies). 

 $288,500 (additional capital cost for providing new water line connections; based on 75 

connections at $3,500 each, plus 10% contingencies). 

 $433,080 (additional O&M costs for annual groundwater monitoring after year 15 instead 

of once every five years; additional Present Worth cost of  $100,610). 

 

 

 

17.8 State Agency Acceptance 

 

State Agency Acceptance considers whether the State agrees with U.S. EPA’s analyses of the FS 

Report and Preferred Remedy in the Proposed Plan.  The State of Texas prepared the RI and FS 

reports, and has been an active participant in preparation of the Proposed Plan as well as this 

ROD.  The State of Texas supports the Selected Remedy.  The State’s concurrence letter is 

attached in Appendix A. 
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17.9 Community Acceptance 

 

Community Acceptance considers whether the local community agrees with U.S. EPA’s analyses 

and preferred alternative described in the Proposed Plan. Throughout the Site project there has 

been continued public interest.  During the public comment period for the Proposed Plan, both 

oral and written comments were received.  The comments and the responses are included in the 

Responsiveness Summary, Part 3 of this ROD.  Based on the comments, some in the community 

remain concerned about the impact of the groundwater contamination and the remedial action, 

but understand the reasons for implementing the Selected Remedy.  Based on EPA’s 

interpretation of comments received during the public comment period and the questions 

received at the public meeting, the community concurs with the Selected Remedy identified in 

this ROD. 

 

18.0 PRINCIPAL THREAT WASTE 

 

The NCP establishes an expectation that EPA will use treatment to address the principal threats 

posed by a site wherever practicable.  The principal threat concept is applied to the 

characterization of source materials at a Superfund site.  A source material is material that 

includes or contains hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants that act as a reservoir for 

migration of contamination to groundwater, surface water or air, or acts as a source for direct 

exposure.  Contaminated groundwater generally is not considered to be a source material; 

however, non-aqueous phase liquids (NAPL) in groundwater may be viewed as source material. 

Principal threat wastes are those materials considered to be highly toxic or highly mobile that 

generally cannot be reliably contained, or would present a significant risk to human health or the 

environment should exposure occur.  Non-principal threat wastes are those source materials that 

generally can be reliably contained and that would present only a low risk in the event of 

exposure. 

 

The impacted soil associated with the former dry cleaner is regarded as a principal threat waste 

because of its potential to impact additional groundwater.  The limited extent of PCE impact to 

soil indicates the main pathway for PCE transport was likely vertical in the form of dense non-

aqueous phase liquid (DNAPL).  However, although high concentrations of PCE have been 

detected in soil, no DNAPL was observed during Site investigations.  The lack of observed 

DNAPL in soils and/or groundwater is a common occurrence at dry cleaner sites based on the 

experience of the TCEQ Dry Cleaner Remediation Program.  Contamination that exists in the 

dissolved-phase groundwater plume at the Site is considered low-level threat waste. 

 

19.0 SELECTED REMEDY 

 

The selected remedy for the Site is Alternative 4, In-Situ Enhancements to Pump and Treat.  The 

in-situ treatments involve treating the soil and groundwater without removing them.  A pilot 

study will be conducted to collect Site specific data for the Remedial Design, including area of 

influence during chemical injection, chemical dose, pumping rate and volume, and reaction 
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times.  The treatment technologies to be evaluated in the pilot study include ISCO for source area 

soil and shallow groundwater, and bioaugmentation for the deep groundwater plume. 

 

The hydraulic containment/pump and treat operation would involve pumping groundwater from 

the subsurface in both the source area (less than 50 feet bgs) and the deeper groundwater zones at 

high enough rates to prevent further migration of contaminants in groundwater.  The pumped 

groundwater would then be treated to remove VOCs.  The selected remedy also includes the 

implementation of institutional controls. 

 

19.1 Summary of the Rationale for the Selected Remedy 

 

Based upon an analysis of the remedial action alternatives using the nine evaluation criteria and 

the alternatives’ ability to achieve the RAOs, and consideration of requirements of CERCLA and 

the requirements of the NCP, EPA has determined that Alternative 4, In-Situ Enhancements to 

Pump and Treat, is the most appropriate remedy for the Jones Road Site.  The selected remedy 

provides adequate protection of human health and the environment and complies with ARARs.  

Because it aggressively treats the source area soil and shallow groundwater, the selected remedy 

meets the statutory preference for selection of a remedy that involves treatment of principal threat 

wastes. 

 

Alternative 4 offers the greatest long-term effectiveness and permanence because the in-situ 

treatments will reduce or remove contaminants in the source area soils and groundwater plumes 

while preventing the groundwater plumes from moving towards potential downgradient 

receptors.  Several options were evaluated, but the selected remedy provides the most efficiency, 

cost effectiveness, and reliability, through treatment and plume containment in the least amount 

of time.  The selected remedy provides the necessary treatment to protect human health and the 

environment and is expected to meet the remedial action objectives. 

 

19.2 Description of the Selected Remedy 

 

In-situ enhancements to the pump and treat alternative will involve pumping groundwater from 

the subsurface in the source area and the deeper groundwater zones for hydraulic control of 

contaminant migration, as well as in-situ treatments.  Groundwater pumping exceptions will be 

made for periods of in-situ treatment application to allow time for the applied treatments to 

effectively destroy contaminants.  Institutional controls for both soil and groundwater as 

described above would also be implemented. 

 

A pilot study will be conducted to determine which in-situ treatment will be most effective and 

appropriate for the source area soil and groundwater, and the deep groundwater plume.  The 

treatment technologies to be evaluated in the pilot study will likely include ISCO for source area 

soil and shallow groundwater, and bioaugmentation for the deep groundwater plume. 

 

The final in-situ treatment designs will be prepared as a part of the Remedial Design, however, it 

is anticipated that it will include the following: 
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 The chemical oxidant (permanganate, for example) for the ISCO treatments would be 

injected through approximately 144 temporary injection sites to 50 feet bgs, spaced 20 

feet apart, to treat the 160 by 320 foot area shown on Figure 3.  Two applications of 

oxidant would be made to the shallow soils and groundwater approximately one year 

apart.  Injections would be made from the outside in and from the bottom up to minimize 

horizontal and vertical induced migration caused by fluid displacement. 

 

 Bioaugmentation will be applied to hot spots within the deeper zones of groundwater to 

both destroy contaminants and enhance natural attenuation of contaminants.  The 

treatments would be applied through existing inactive water wells with the permission of 

the well owner.  The well owners who signed the TCEQ water line agreement 

relinquished control of their water wells to the TCEQ.  These wells would be considered 

first for bioaugmentation.  Some adaptation of the well plumbing may be necessary to 

inject the bioaugmentation solution through the existing wells. 

 

 The 10 most contaminated deep zone water wells would have bioaugmentation applied.  

Further applications of bioaugmentation, both in timing and choice of wells, would 

depend on the results of ongoing groundwater monitoring.  Four applications of 

bioaugmentation would be applied to each well, with at least one year between 

applications. 

 

Pumping of groundwater for hydraulic control and treatment would be performed with 

exceptions made for periods of in-situ treatment application to allow time for the applied 

treatments to effectively destroy contaminants.  The final hydraulic containment/pump and treat 

designs will be prepared as a part of the Remedial Design, however, it is anticipated that it will 

include the following: 

 

 Groundwater would be pumped from the subsurface in both the source area shallow 

groundwater (less than 50 feet bgs) and the deeper groundwater zones at high enough 

rates to prevent further migration of contaminants in groundwater.  The pumped 

groundwater would then be treated to remove VOCs.  For the shallow groundwater at the 

source area, and depending upon hydraulic properties to be determined during the 

Remedial Design phase, groundwater in the shallow zone would be extracted at MW-1 

and MW-6 to hydraulically control of the migration of the contaminated groundwater.  

Hydraulic containment/pump and treat of the source area shallow groundwater will likely 

be unnecessary after ISCO application to the area. 

 

 A total of 6 deep extraction wells would be needed, each with an extraction rate of 20 

gpm for a total extraction rate of 120 gpm.  For the deeper groundwater plume, Figure 10 

shows the expected locations of extraction wells for hydraulic containment/pump and 

treat. 

 

 All of the extracted groundwater would be treated by air stripping to remove the VOCs.  

The discharged air waste stream would be run through vapor-phase granular activated 

carbon (GAC) filters for polishing if necessary to prevent public exposure to VOCs by 
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inhalation.  Treated groundwater would be released to the drainage ditch, contingent on 

approval, or discharged to sanitary sewer and POTW, if available, or reinjected to offset 

potential subsidence.  Reinjection of the treated water is expected to be the approach used 

at the Site. 

 

 The air stripping/GAC treatment system would likely be broken into two facilities, one 

east of Jones Road and one west of Jones Road.  The open space behind (east of) the 

Cypress Shopping Center may serve as a location for the east treatment system.  Open 

space along the south side of Tower Oaks Boulevard may serve as a location for the west 

treatment system. 

 

 Pumping deep groundwater for hydraulic containment/pump and treat would generate 

approximately 120 gallons per minute.  This pumping rate may be large enough that the 

Harris-Galveston Subsidence District would object to this strategy.  Reinjection of the 

treated groundwater may offset this concern.  The groundwater pumped out would have 

to be treated before release or reinjection.  The amount of groundwater generated by 

hydraulic control in the shallow source area (less than 50 feet bgs) is expected to be 

negligible by comparison. 

 

Groundwater monitoring would be quarterly for the first two years of the remedial action, then 

semiannually for years 3 through 5.  Monitoring may be reduced to annual sampling if data 

trends show enough stability to permit the reduction. 

 

Preliminary design field investigations needed for this alternative may include: 

 

 Hydraulic testing (slug test) of shallow groundwater zones; 

 

 Hydraulic testing (slug test) of deeper groundwater zones; 

 

 Pilot study to determine injection radius of influence and effectiveness of in-situ ISCO 

and bioaugmentation treatments; 

 

 Determining screen depths for inactive wells with unrecorded screens. 

 

Another component of the selected remedy is the collection of additional indoor air samples 

during the summer as a part of the Remedial Design to confirm the initial results. 

 

In addition, with completion of the water line in November 2008 by EPA and TCEQ, a total of 

144 water wells from residences and businesses were replaced by connections to the water line.  

The selected remedy also includes plugging and abandonment of water wells by EPA where 

people connected to the waterline.  Plugging of these wells is necessary because active pumping 

of the wells may cause migration of the plume, and the old water wells may act as a conduit for 

contaminant migration.  However, EPA does not plan to begin plugging the wells until a 

determination is made regarding which wells may be needed for the groundwater monitoring 

network, for water extraction or injection wells, or for deep zone bioaugmentation treatment 
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injection.  The Remedial Design will determine the locations of these wells. 

 

In addition, the EPA will provide people in the Site vicinity another opportunity to sign up to be 

connected to a water supply without having to pay the connection fee.  Additional water service 

connections are, however, contingent on the water service provider being able to provide 

additional capacity.  The EPA plans to work with the White Oak Bend M.U.D., and/or other 

providers in the area, to provide the necessary capacity. 

 

Finally, the selected remedy includes five-year reviews because hazardous substances will remain 

on-site above health-based concentration levels.  The initial review will be conducted within five 

years of commencement of the remedial action to ensure that the remedy continues to provide 

adequate protection of human health and the environment.  The five year reviews will continue 

no less often than every five years as long as the Site contains contamination above levels that 

allow unlimited use and unrestricted exposure. The EPA will review all ARARs during the five-

year review to determine if any of the standards have been either modified or have new standards 

that impact the existing standards provided in the selected remedy.  If such new standards or 

modified standards call into question the selected remedy's protectiveness, then the new 

standards or modified standards may result in the selected remedy's modification consistent with 

the explanation of significant differences, or amended ROD provisions provided in the NCP. 

 

19.3 Summary of Estimated Remedy Costs 

 

For the selected remedy (Alternative 4:  In-Situ Enhancements to Pump and Treat), the estimated 

capital cost is $5,699,520; the estimated total O&M Cost is $3,776,310; and the estimated 

present worth (using a 7% discount rate) total cost is $7,425,852. 

 

The cost estimate for Alternative 4 here differs in several ways from the cost estimate included in 

the FS.  The cost estimate here includes the capital and O&M costs from the FS, with the 

addition of the following costs: 

 

 $1,188,000 (additional capital cost for plugging and abandonment of water wells where 

service is provided by a water line; based on 180 wells at $6,000 each, plus 10% 

contingencies). 

 $288,500 (additional capital cost for providing new water line connections; based on 75 

connections at $3,500 each, plus 10% contingencies). 

 $433,080 (additional O&M costs for annual groundwater monitoring after year 15 instead 

of once every five years; additional Present Worth cost of  $100,610). 
 

A cost summary is presented in Table 18.  Table 19 includes the detailed estimated costs for the 

Alternative 4, the selected remedy.  The cost estimate is based on the best available information 

regarding the anticipated scope of the selected remedy.  Changes in the cost elements are likely to 

occur as a result of changes in the price of reagents used in the treatment process, qualifying bids 

for performance of the remedial action, and progress of the treatment process due to Site and 

weather conditions.  Cost changes may be documented in the form of a memorandum in the 

Administrative Record file, an Explanation of Significant Difference (ESD), or a ROD 
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amendment.  The total present worth cost is calculated using a 30-year O&M period.  This is an 

order-of-magnitude engineering cost estimate that is expected to be within +50 to -30 percent of 

the actual project cost. 

 

19.4 Expected Outcomes of the Selected Remedy 

 

The expected outcome of the selected remedy is a return of the contaminated portions of the 

shallow source area WBU and the deep WBUs to their beneficial uses as a potential drinking 

water supply.  Additional expected outcomes include preventing human exposure to 

contaminated groundwater at unacceptable risk levels, and preventing or minimizing further 

migration of contaminants from source materials to groundwater and migration of the 

groundwater plumes.  Periodic assessments of the protection afforded by remedial actions will be 

made as the remedy is implemented.  The estimated time necessary to achieve the groundwater 

restoration goal consistent with the use of the groundwater as a potential drinking water supply is 

30 years.  The selected remedy will impact the land surface use and groundwater use as necessary 

for operation of monitoring wells and the water treatment plant(s) until the RAOs are achieved. 

 

19.4.1 Final Cleanup Levels 

 

The remedial goals identified in the ROD must be met at the completion of the remedial action 

throughout the groundwater contaminant plume.  The cleanup levels are as follows: 

 

 Tetrachloroethylene  5      µg/L 

 Trichloroethylene  5      µg/L 

 cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene 70    µg/L 

 trans-1,2-Dichloroethylene 100  µg/L 

 Vinyl Chloride  2      µg/L 

 

20.0 STATUTORY DETERMINATIONS 

 

Under CERCLA §121 and the NCP §300.430(f)(5)(ii), the EPA must select remedies that are 

protective of human health and the environment, comply with ARARs (unless a statutory waiver 

is justified), are cost-effective, and use permanent solutions and alternative treatment 

technologies or resource recovery technologies to the maximum extent practicable.  In addition, 

CERCLA includes a preference for remedies that employ treatment that permanently and 

significantly reduces the TMV of hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants as a 

principal element, and it includes a bias against offsite disposal of untreated wastes.  The 

following sections discuss how the selected remedy meets these statutory requirements. 

 

20.1 Protection of Human Health and the Environment 

 

The selected remedy for the soil and groundwater at this Site will meet the RAOs and cleanup 

levels as well as provide adequate protection of human health and the environment.  The selected 

remedy, which includes treatment of the principal threat wastes in the soil and shallow 

groundwater in the source area with ISCO, treatment of the deep groundwater plume in the hot 
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spots with bioaugmentation, operation of a hydraulic containment/pump and treat system, and the 

implementation of ICs, is expected to control risks and potential migration, and to restore the 

groundwater to below drinking water standards. 

 

These remedial actions will be effective and permanent in the long-term provided long-term 

monitoring, O&M, five year reviews, and enforcement of institutional controls are performed.  

The Site will be available for residential and/or commercial/industrial use, which is compatible 

and consistent with the land use in the area. 

 

20.2 Compliance with Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements 

 

The selected remedy will comply with all Federal and any more stringent State and local ARARs 

that pertain to the Site.  The remediation levels and RAOs used in the design of the selected 

remedy were developed based on the ARARs described in this ROD.  Based on existing 

information, the proposed design of the selected remedy should ensure that the remedial action, 

once fully and successfully implemented, will comply with all ARARs identified in this ROD.  

The selected remedy is expected to comply with identified ARARs through the use of standard 

engineering and waste management techniques. 

 

20.3 Cost Effectiveness 

 

The selected remedy is cost-effective because the remedy costs are proportional to its overall 

effectiveness (see 40 CFR §300.430(f)(l)(ii)(D)).  This determination was made by evaluating the 

overall effectiveness of those alternatives that satisfied the threshold criteria (i.e., that are 

protective of human health and the environment and comply with all Federal and any more 

stringent State/Local ARARs, or as appropriate, waive ARARs).  Overall effectiveness was 

evaluated (in the FS Report) by assessing three of the five balancing criteria in combination 

(long-term effectiveness and permanence; reduction in toxicity, mobility, and volume through 

treatment; and short-term effectiveness).  The overall effectiveness of each alternative was then 

compared to each alternative's cost to determine cost-effectiveness.  The selected remedy has the 

highest cost of the alternatives considered, but it also is the most effective and permanent 

alternative, and has the best reduction in toxicity, mobility, and volume because it addresses the 

source area and hot spot contaminants through treatment while maintaining hydraulic control of 

the contaminant plumes. The selected remedy also ranks best for short term effectiveness because 

contaminants would be destroyed in-situ or removed by the hydraulic containment/pump and 

treat system, leading to the shortest expected time to achieve the cleanup levels.  The relationship 

of the overall effectiveness of this remedial alternative was determined to be proportional to its 

costs and hence represents a reasonable value. 

 

20.4 Use of Permanent Solutions to the Maximum Extent Practicable 

 

The EPA has determined that the selected remedy represents the maximum extent to which 

permanent solutions and treatment technologies can be utilized in a practicable manner.  Of those 

alternatives that are protective of human health and the environment and comply with ARARs, 

EPA has determined that the selected remedy provides the best balance of trade-offs in terms of 
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the five balancing criteria, while also considering the statutory preference for treatment as a 

principal element, bias against off-site treatment and disposal, and considering State and 

community acceptance.  The selected remedy is necessary to ensure the long-term effectiveness 

and permanence of this cleanup. 

 

20.5 Preference for Treatment as a Principal Element 

 

Reduction of TMV through treatment refers to the anticipated performance of the treatment 

technologies that may be included as part of a remedy.  Treatment is the primary component of 

the selected alternative.  The source area soil and shallow groundwater will be treated in-situ 

with ISCO.  In addition, the deep groundwater plume will be treated in-situ with 

bioaugmentation.  Finally, the extracted groundwater will be treated by air stripping prior to re-

injection or discharge. 

 

20.6 Five-Year Review Requirements 

 

Because the selected remedy will result in hazardous substances remaining on-site above levels 

that allow for unlimited use and unrestricted exposure, a statutory review must be conducted 

within five years of the initiation of the remedial action to ensure that the remedy is, or will be, 

protective of human health and the environment.  Pursuant to CERCLA Section 121(c), 42 

U.S.C. § 9621(c), and as provided in the current guidance on Five Year Reviews [OSWER 

Directive 9355.7-03B-P, Comprehensive Five-Year Review Guidance (June 2001)], EPA must 

conduct a statutory review within five years from the initiation of construction at the Site. 

 

21.0 DOCUMENTATION OF SIGNIFICANT CHANGES FROM PREFERRED 

ALTERNATIVE OF PROPOSED PLAN 

 

The Proposed Plan for the Site was released for public comment on May 28, 2010.  The Proposed 

Plan identified Alternative 4, in-situ enhancements to pump and treat, institutional controls, and 

monitoring of contaminated groundwater as the preferred alternative.  Based upon its review of 

the written and verbal comments submitted during the public comment period, the EPA 

determined that Alternative 4 is the selected remedy, with some modifications as identified 

below. 

 

The Proposed Plan, in Figure 5, incorrectly showed the extent of Harris County’s “no new wells” 

area; the area is actually shown by the heavy black line instead of the green line in Figure 5 of the 

Proposed Plan.  The result is that the “no new wells” area does not extend to the south as far as 

shown in the Proposed Plan, and does not totally encompass the southern extent of the deeper 

zone groundwater plume.  The existing Harris County “no new wells” area has exactly the same 

boundaries as the Final Waterline Service Area.  A corrected figure will be included in the 

Administrative Record for this ROD and has been published on the TCEQ Jones Road web site 

(http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/remediation/superfund/jonesroad/index.html).  The EPA will work 

with TCEQ and Harris County to enlarge the “no new wells” area by a sufficient amount to fully 

encompass the groundwater contamination at the Site.  This may also entail provisions for an 

alternative water supply source so that a water supply is available once new wells are restricted. 
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In addition, based on comments received at the Public Meeting, EPA will plug and abandon the 

water wells where water service is provided by the waterline installed by EPA and TCEQ.  

Plugging of these wells is necessary because active pumping of the wells may cause migration of 

the plume, and the old water wells may act as a conduit for contaminant migration.  Currently 

144 water wells have been replaced by connections to the water line.  However, EPA does not 

plan to begin plugging the wells until a determination is made regarding which wells may be 

needed for the groundwater monitoring network, for water extraction or injection wells, or for 

deep zone bioaugmentation treatment injection.  The Remedial Design will determine the 

locations of these wells.  Plugging and abandonment of the water wells will increase the 

estimated capital cost of the remedial action by $1,188,000. 

 

In addition, the EPA will provide people in the Site vicinity another opportunity to sign up to be 

connected to a water supply without having to pay the connection fee.  Additional water service 

connections are, however, contingent on the water service provider being able to provide 

additional capacity.  The EPA plans to work with the White Oak Bend M.U.D., and/or other 

providers in the area, to provide the necessary capacity.  Providing additional water line 

connections will increase the estimated capital cost by $288,500. 

 

Finally, based on comments received during the public comment period, the EPA agrees that 

institutional controls are necessary to prevent any potential future exposures that may result from 

construction or maintenance activities that may penetrate the pavement or foundation surfaces 

and create an exposure pathway to underlying contaminated soils.  Institutional controls to 

address this potential exposure pathway will be included in the selected remedy, and will be 

crafted during the Remedial Design.
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PART 3:  RESPONSIVENESS SUMMARY 

 

23.0 STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS AND LEAD AGENCY RESPONSES 

 

The Responsiveness Summary summarizes the comments received regarding both the remedial 

alternative and general concerns about the Site submitted during the public comment period and the EPA’s 

responses to these comments.  The Administrative Record file for the Site contains all of the information 

and documents supporting this ROD.  This Administrative Record file includes a transcript of the public 

meeting held by the EPA on June 3, 2010, to describe the preferred alternative.  The questions and answers 

discussed during this meeting can be found in the meeting transcript included as part of the Administrative 

Record. 

 

This Responsiveness Summary summarizes comments submitted during the public comment period and 

presents the EPA’s written response to each issue, in satisfaction of community relations requirements of 

the NCP.  The EPA’s and TCEQ’s responses to comments received during the public meeting are provided 

below and in some cases include subsequent expanded responses to those comments as appropriate. 

 

Comment:  In May of 2008, again in February of 2009, and in March of 2010, there were a number of 

wells, ranging from five to six wells, that all tested positive for vinyl chloride.  A number of these wells 

are actually outside of the plume area.  Based on these results, are the plume boundaries going to be 

extended to encompass this extended contaminated area? 

 

EPA Response:  Yes, the plume boundaries will be extended to encompass all of the contaminated area.  

In the Superfund Program, a site area is defined by the extent of the contamination.  The Site boundaries 

may grow or shrink based on the location of contamination that is above the action levels. 

 

Comment:  Have the homeowners in Tower Oaks been notified that the monitoring wells described in the 

previous comment, monitoring wells that are located on the site of Tower Oaks, that these contaminants 

have been found multiple times?  House Bill 3030, which was passed in 2003, I believe, because of what 

happened at this Site, required notification to homeowners within 30 days of the analysis result. 

 

TCEQ Response:  Yes, TCEQ sent a project notice when the vinyl chloride was detected, and when the 

vinyl chloride was detected above the MCL.  Approximately 1,200 letters notifying the public of that 

occurrence were mailed.  Regarding House Bill 3030 and the notification, Jones Road was the Site that 

initiated that legislation, and TCEQ honored that notification provision. 

 

Comment:   The water system is not complete.  My ditches are left in disarray.  The shoulder of the road 

on Tall Timbers, which is one of the streets in front of my property, is sinking down to the asphalt.  It 

deteriorated for 6 inches because I cannot get TCEQ and EPA or the Water District or the County to finish 

the job. They took care of the damage for me personally, I did want to state that, but the ditch is still 

damaged, and now the County Road is getting damaged and nobody cares. 

 

EPA Response:   This work was done as a part of the waterline installation and service connections 

completed in 2008.  Thank you for noting that the damage to your property was addressed following the 

water line construction.  It may be that the conditions described are in the road right-of way maintained by 

Harris County.  If so, you may wish to contact Harris County for any maintenance repairs necessary in the 

road right-of-way. 
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Comment:  Some community members are still using their water wells.  EPA is proposing putting 

bacteria into the water bearing zones and using hydraulic containment to push the contamination to the 

wells that are currently clean like mine.  I am very concerned about how we will be treated and what 

decisions are going to be made.  I do not think EPA is really concerned about what we think.  I want to 

know what is going to happen to my well when EPA starts doing the remedial action.  If the well gets 

totally contaminated, am I going to be compensated for tearing up my well? 

 

EPA Response:  No, compensation will not be provided for any water wells that become contaminated.  

The bioaugmentation treatments will be designed in the Remedial Design to only treat the contaminated 

plume area, and wells currently outside of the plume area should not be impacted.  In addition, the EPA 

will provide people in the Site vicinity another opportunity to sign up to be connected to a water supply 

without having to pay the connection fee.  Additional water service connections are, however, contingent 

on the water service provider being able to provide additional capacity.  The EPA plans to work with the 

White Oak Bend M.U.D., and/or other providers in the area, to provide the necessary capacity.  This meets 

the remedial action objective to reduce exposure to Site contamination.  Regarding the remedial action, the 

EPA will initially do a pilot study to evaluate potential movement of the materials injected into the water 

bearing zones.  The EPA will design the injection treatments so that the injected materials will only go as 

far as necessary to address the contamination sources.  The shallow source area groundwater goes down to 

35 feet below ground, and is not being used for drinking water that EPA is aware of, and injection of the 

treatment materials into this zone is not expected to impact drinking water wells.  The bioaugmentation 

treatments planned for the deeper groundwater zones will help the natural occurring bacteria at the Site to 

grow and break down the contamination.  The bioaugmentation treatments will be performed in the areas 

with the highest contaminant concentrations.  EPA will evaluate where the water wells are located, and 

perform groundwater modeling to design the water extraction system for hydraulic containment while 

minimizing the impact to existing water wells as much as possible. 

 

Comment:  I am not on the waterline now, and I feel like I am going to get forced on it and lose my well 

anyway because of remediation. 

 

EPA Response:  It is not EPA’s goal to force anyone off their water wells, however, the groundwater at 

the Site has been contaminated, and the remedial action is necessary to cleanup that contamination.  When 

people have concerns about their wells, they should contact EPA and EPA will address each one on a case-

by-case basis.  EPA will provide people in the Site vicinity another opportunity to sign up to be connected 

to a water supply without having to pay the connection fee.  Additional water service connections are, 

however, contingent on the water service provider being able to provide additional capacity.  The EPA 

plans to work with the White Oak Bend M.U.D., and/or other providers in the area, to provide the 

necessary capacity.   

 

Comment:  Will the in-situ chemical oxidation treatment (ISCO) materials be filtered out by the standard 

carbon filter on water wells? 

 

EPA Response:  Carbon filters are good at trapping organic chemicals as well as things like chlorine.  

Many other chemicals are not attracted to carbon at all, such as sodium or nitrates, and they pass right 

through.  It is expected that the ISCO oxidizers, such as permanganate, will not be filtered out by the 

carbon filters. 

 

000362



     

Responsiveness Summary  3  

Jones Road Ground Water Plume   

 

Comment:  In Alternative  No. 2 in EPA’s presentation, it is indicated that EPA might inject this product 

into 140 locations.  Are these the wells on the sites where people have already connected to the water line? 

 

EPA Response:  No.  The 144 ISCO treatment injection locations will be placed in the parking lot area of 

the strip shopping center where the former dry cleaner was located.  These treatments are for the shallow 

soil and groundwater source area (less than 50 feet deep).  There will not be any ISCO treatments injected 

into any water wells.  The deep groundwater treatments will be injected in approximately 10 of the highly 

contaminated wells, but those treatments are for bioaugmentation, not ISCO.  

 

Comment:  So the referenced 140 sites are punctured with something around … 

 

EPA Response:  Yes, the EPA will evaluate how far the injected materials can get pushed out from the 

injection locations.  Given the area where the contamination is, it is estimated that 144 injection points will 

be required to address the source of the contamination. 

 

Comment:  Regarding Alternative No. 3, it was indicated that the remedial alternative was pump and 

treat.  Does this use on-site equipment?  And you mentioned earlier that this may take up to 30 years.  So 

will we see a treatment plant, though it might be small, in the neighborhood for a period of about 30 years? 

 

EPA Response:  Yes, the groundwater extracted will require treatment to ensure that all the contaminants 

are adequately removed.  The planned treatment system uses an air stripper to remove the solvents in the 

groundwater and a follow-up granular activated carbon filter.  The location of the water treatment plant, or 

plants (two may be required) will be determined during the Remedial Design phase.  The treatment 

plant(s) will be required as long as the pump and treat system is operating, and the remedial action is 

estimated to take 30 years to accomplish. 

 

Comment:  The objective of the source area treatments is to slow the migration of this contaminated 

material out of this source area.  Why not just dig the soil up and get it out, that way it cannot sink down 

and cannot migrate anywhere?  Cannot have vapors coming up. Why not just take the worst contaminated 

area and get rid of that bad soil? 

 

EPA Response:  Excavation and off-site disposal of contaminated soils was considered in the Feasibility 

Study as one of the potential remedial approaches.  With excavation, a large volume of contaminated soil 

could be rapidly removed.  However, excavation would require demolition of the buildings and relocation 

of the current tenants.  In addition, there would be logistical difficulties during demolition of the building 

and loading and transportation of materials in a congested traffic area.  Excavation was not retained as a 

soil remediation technology because of the traffic impacts and difficulties involved in handling the 

contaminated soil in a developed residential and commercial neighborhood.   Also, relocating the current 

tenants was considered impractical. 

 

Comment:  If you are extracting groundwater for the pump and treat remedy, how far will that drop down 

the aquifers?  I'm outside of either of those groundwater plume zones.  I'm curious if you will be pulling 

enough water out that I will have to get a deeper well in order to keep water. 

 

EPA Response:  The EPA plans to re-inject the extracted water after treatment in order to minimize any 

subsidence issues that may occur, as well as minimizing any lowering of the water table.  While other 

alternatives were considered for extracted water disposal, such as discharging the water to drainage 

000363



     

Responsiveness Summary  4  

Jones Road Ground Water Plume   

 

ditches, re-injection will provide the above benefits. 

 

Comment:  Does the EPA have an independent environmental impact study done on the remedial action 

that you are proposing? 

 

EPA Response:  No, an independent Environmental Impact Study will not be done for the remedial action 

at the Site.  The Superfund program uses a process that is similar to an Environmental Impact Study.  The 

Superfund program investigates a site and considers alternatives for addressing any concerns that are 

identified.  The EPA does rely on the State agencies, contractors, and community members, including 

community members who have technical assistant grants that are reviewing this work. 

 

Comment:  Anything I would do as a private citizen would have to have an EPA study done on it to tell 

what the impact on the environment would be, and I guess that's all I'm asking.  Does your own office have 

an independent survey of what you are doing to make sure you have not done something to our soil to 

further contaminate it? 

 

EPA Response:  No, an independent survey is not being planned.  However, the remedy being used at this 

Site is being used at many other sites.  The EPA is using it for this Site based on experience on how the 

process performs at those other sites.  This experience at the other sites informs EPA that it will work for 

this Site and will not have significant impact on the environment.  When the EPA does the feasibility 

studies, extensive evaluation of different remedies and alternatives are completed.  The EPA considers 

remedies that have been used throughout the country, including roughly a thousand Superfund Sites.  Dry 

cleaners have contaminated many sites throughout the country, and the EPA has experience with this type 

of remedy for this type of contaminants, and believes that it will work and be safe for this Site. 

 

Comment:  I had been getting letters from TCEQ saying that I will be hooked up to the water line.  

However,  I was never notified when the water line could be connected.  I even signed the paperwork for a 

connection, but the connection was not made.  Will the door be opened again for a water line connection?  

And why does it cost $3,500 to run a water line 50-feet from the connection point to the house? 

 

EPA Response:  Yes, the EPA will provide people in the Site vicinity another opportunity to sign up for a 

connection to the waterline without having to pay the connection fee.  Additional water service 

connections are, however, contingent on the water service provider being able to provide additional 

capacity.  The EPA plans to work with the White Oak Bend M.U.D., and/or other providers in the area, to 

provide the necessary capacity.  Additional water line connections meets the remedial action objective to 

reduce exposure to Site contamination.  The cost for the water line connections depends on a number of 

factors, including the cost of the water meter, whether the water main line is on the opposite side of the 

road from the house, how far the house is back from the road, plumbing connections necessary to connect 

to the house plumbing, etc.  For the connections performed under the agreement with TCEQ, the total also 

included the cost for disconnecting the plumbing and electrical service to the water well on the property.  

The actual connection cost for each house varies based on these factors. 

 

Comment:   Is White Oak Manor aware that EPA is  preparing to provide another opportunity to sign up 

for a connection to the water line? 

 

EPA Response:  No, as of now they do not know that, however, future notifications will be provided 

regarding additional water line connections.  When the water line went in, the capacity was expected to be 
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adequate to provide the water to them. 

 

Comment:  I live directly west of Monitor Well No. 14, and the vinyl chloride is creeping into that well, 

which is going against the groundwater flow.  Why is that?  The EPA is showing the ground flow to go 

from the northwest to the southeast. 

 

EPA Response:  The Site has very complex geology, and the reasons for contaminant flow across or 

against the apparent groundwater flow gradient are not clear.  However, it may be that the high pumping 

rates in the area caused the contaminant movement.  There may also be a preferential groundwater flow 

pathway as a result of an old paleo channel or an area with high permeability.  Vinyl chloride also has a 

low molecular weight and is lighter than water and lighter than tetrachloroethylene, and may tend to 

concentrate in zones with preferential flow paths that are different from the zones that the other 

contaminants concentrate in because the other contaminates may sink to a greater extent.  As stated 

previously, EPA defines the area of the Superfund site based on where we the contamination exists above 

the cleanup levels. 

 

Comment: Vinyl chloride has the lowest MCL in terms of parts per million of contamination.  Is it more 

toxic than the other contaminants? 

 

EPA Response:  Yes, the reason that vinyl chloride has the lowest MCL is that it is considered the most 

toxic of the contaminants at the Site.  However, vinyl chloride is the last toxic contaminant on the 

breakdown pathway of tetrachloroethylene before ethylene, which is the end product of tetrachloroethylene 

breakdown and has low toxicity.  The goal of the bioaugmentation treatments is to establish enough of the 

microbes to complete the breakdown so that vinyl chloride is not to present anymore. 

 

Comment: Is there any way I could sign up to have my well monitored?  I'd be happy to give samples. 

 

EPA Response:  The monitoring program, including well locations, will be determined during the 

remedial design phase.  It is prudent to monitor in areas where vinyl chloride is present, and EPA will 

consider your well if possible. 

 

Comment: The third alternative that EPA discussed was pumping out the water and pumping it back in.  

Obviously, I think that would be the best because of subsidence problems in this area.  However, it could 

push the contaminated water to wider locations.  So my question is:  has EPA given any thought to how 

and what level to pump the water back in to try to contain the spreading of the contaminated water that has 

not been treated yet?  Will EPA be continually monitoring during the time when you are injecting to make 

sure that you are not causing a problem somewhere else?  

 

EPA Response:  The location and design of the re-injection wells will be determined in the Remedial 

Design phase.  The re-injection of treated groundwater would be typically be down gradient of where the 

contaminant plume is located.  Moving it southeast would be downgradient of where the contamination is. 

Groundwater extraction with downgradient re-injection would create two effects including plume 

containment as a result of the extraction, and creating a hydraulic barrier downgradient by re-injecting it.  

This will also help to maintain the water levels in the wells.  If the re-injection wells are in the wrong 

place, there is a possibility that the contaminate plume will move around the sides of the re-injection area. 

All of the remedy alternatives, except the no action alternative, include groundwater monitoring insure that 

(1) reductions of the contaminant levels of the groundwater are occurring, and (2) the groundwater is being 
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contained and is not spreading. 

 

Comment: Will EPA be injecting into the upper aquifer or the lower aquifer? 

 

EPA Response:  The re-injection will occur in the Chicot Aquifer into zones somewhere below the 

shallow source area groundwater zone and above a depth of approximately 300 feet.  The actual injection 

depth will be determined during the Remedial Design phase. 

 

Comment: I have never seen any of the maps that show where the Chicot Aquifer and the Evangeline 

Aquifers are.  Can you draw the picture? 

 

EPA Response:  Descriptions of the Chicot and Evangeline Aquifers are included in the Remedial 

Investigation Report, which is a part of the Administrative Record.  In summary, the Chicot Aquifer is the 

youngest unit and it outcrops at the Site.  The Evangeline Aquifer underlies the Chicot Aquifer.  The top of 

the Chicot Aquifer is at the surface, and the top of the Evangeline Aquifer it at a depth of about 400 feet.  

The Chicot Aquifer provides good to superior quality water for local residential and agricultural use, 

whereas the Evangeline Aquifer provides primarily superior quality water to local municipal water works. 

 At the Site, the Chicot Aquifer is unconfined and therefore the overlying shallow sediments are a source 

of recharge for the aquifer.  The Evangeline Aquifer at the Site acts as a confined aquifer system.  

Recharge to the Evangeline Aquifer is primarily from infiltration of precipitation into the outcrop area of 

the aquifer, which is about 25 miles north of the Site. 

 

Comment: EPA going to pull 125,000 gallons a day out of the aquifer.  It could affect my water table.  I 

just had it fixed up at 200 feet deep.  I'm about 60 feet into the aquifers.  If EPA pulls that much water out, 

it could well affect how much water I have in a dry spell.  There could be a whole lot of things involved 

with this, especially if you pull it out for 30 years.  It is going to affect the County, because my tax dollars 

are going to be affected if my well goes dry.  We do not have access to a water supply.  You have not 

brought in a Municipal supply.  I really do not want one, but it could happen.  Dry wells in those property 

areas could well affect my property values and all the values in Tower Oaks that are not affected right 

now.  So the County could lose money, my property values could go down just because you're pulling 

120,000 gallons a day out of my well system.  So if you inject it back in the ditches, which sounds 

absolutely ludicrous to me, you pump it into the aquifer up above us, down below us is not really going to 

serve us a purpose.  I mean, how thick is that area?  How much water are we talking about in that area?  

Does 125,000 gallons not matter?  Is it a drop in the bucket, or is that a good percentage of amount of 

water in that area? 

 

EPA Response:  A more detailed groundwater model is one of the things planned for the remedial design. 

The Feasibility Study Report includes a groundwater model report, but it is not a sophisticated model.  It 

only evaluated the pumping rates required to capture the contaminate plume.  The more detailed model 

will evaluate the impacts mentioned and evaluate what the movement of the water table will be.  EPA 

recognizes your concerns, and they have to be looked at.  The last thing that EPA wants is to cause 

people's wells to go dry or to cause further subsidence at this Site. 

 

Comment: I think EPA identified two “no drilling zones” including one for the Texas Drillers and the 

outside zone that is also a “no drilling zone” according to Harris County.  So the outer perimeter actually 

encloses everything, but there's no new well drilling in that. 
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EPA Response:  Yes.  However, the Proposed Plan, in Figure 5, incorrectly showed the extent of Harris 

County’s “no new wells” area; the area is actually shown by the heavy black line instead of the green line 

in Figure 5 of the Proposed Plan.  The result is that the Harris County “no new wells” area does not extend 

to the south as far as shown in the Proposed Plan, and does not totally encompass the southern extent of 

the deeper zone groundwater plume.  The existing Harris County “no new wells” area has exactly the same 

boundaries as the Final Waterline Service Area shown on Figure 5 of the Proposed Plan.  The EPA will 

work with TCEQ and Harris County to enlarge the “no new wells” area by a sufficient amount to fully 

encompass the groundwater contamination at the Site.  This may also entail provisions for an alternative 

water supply source so that a water supply is available once new wells are restricted. 

 

Comment:  Regarding the waterline agreement for the 144 residents who were connected, we were told 

that our water wells would be plugged by, I think it was the end, or late in the year of 2008.  We assumed 

from the beginning that the EPA was funding this project.  I know it was the EPA and TCEQ and Harris 

County.  But now the remaining problem is the wells are not plugged. Now, we have gone back, or the 

Jones Road Coalition has gone back, and asked the question why are you not plugging our wells for the 

last couple of years?  We have been told it is a money thing by TCEQ responding to us.  I kind of feel 

personally that the whole thing is actually EPA and that if TCEQ or the State does not have the money, 

than EPA ought to be funding the plugging of the wells.  At least that was the general idea. And, of course, 

I do not know whether many of you know that because our wells are not plugged, every year we are 

required to have that back-flow preventer looked at, and we are having to pay for that.  So as long as the 

wells are not plugged, then we have an ongoing something to address.  At least it is not much, but it is 

unexpected.  We just need to know who is in charge of that, the EPA or is it TCEQ? 

 

EPA Response:  Based on comments received at the Public Meeting, EPA intends to include plugging and 

abandonment of water wells where people connected to the waterline.  Plugging of these wells is necessary 

because active pumping of the wells may cause migration of the plume, and the old water wells may act as 

a conduit for contaminant migration.  However, EPA does not plan to begin plugging the wells until a 

determination is made regarding which wells will be needed for the groundwater monitoring network, for 

water extraction or reinjection, or for deep zone bioaugmentation treatment injection.  The Remedial 

Design will determine the necessary monitoring and injection wells. 

 

Comment:  When the remediation starts, for us that are still on the wells, like this one other gentleman, 

can we get the wells retested again monthly as this remediation starts? Currently, at my request, my well is 

not being tested now.  They stopped a long time ago.  It was still safe at the last test.  But it might be 

important information to EPA to know what the wells are producing once these chemicals are being broke 

down.  In other words, is EPA testing all the wells that are still being used and filtered? 

 

EPA Response:    No, once the water line was installed and online in November 2008 monitoring was 

reduced.  However, some wells will be needed for monitoring the performance of the remedial action.  The 

required monitoring wells well be determined during the Remedial Design phase. 

 

Comment:   When the remediation starts or whatever you choose, will EPA start testing our wells again 

for a while to make sure EPA is not screwing it up?  EPA should look at all of the wells. 

 

EPA Response:  One of the things that EPA had in the remediation plan initially is quarterly monitoring.  

EPA has not adopted the final monitoring plan, which will be done in the Remedial Design.  EPA 

considers it a very good idea to look at the wells again before we begin remediation. 
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Comment:  Back in 2003, the EPA had said several times throughout that year that the cleanup would take 

five to six years.  Obviously it has taken a little longer than that, and we have not started yet.  Could you 

provide a timeframe of when, possibly the remedial action would actually start?  And you talked about 30 

years earlier.  Do you really believe that it will take 30 years in that  baseline of other sites that you've 

cleaned up with a similar chemical? 

 

EPA Response:  The timeframe is not currently a precise number.  A detailed schedule will be developed 

during the Remedial Design.  The Remedial Design, which will be completed prior to beginning the 

remedial action, will probably take on the order of about 12 to16 months to complete.  Part of that will be 

to complete the pilot test, which will take a significant amount of time.  Regarding the length of time to 

reliably achieve the cleanup levels, 30 years is not an unreasonable timeframe for meeting cleanup goals at 

the Site.  What typically happens with this type of site is that the contamination may be reduced to a 

significantly lower level at an earlier date, but many times it is difficult to get the contaminants down to 

their MCLs. This is because the source area contamination continues to diffuse into the aquifers and 

contribute the groundwater plumes.  The result is that pumping must be continued for a long time.  By 

applying the in-situ chemical oxidation and the bioaugmentation treatments to destroy the source area and 

the deeper hot-spot contamination, the remaining contamination is at a lower concentration and the 

required pumping time should be somewhat reduced. 

 

Comment:  If the contamination area is expanded, is it possible that no drill area is going to also expand? 

 

EPA Response:  The drilling restriction area was put in place by the Texas Department of Licensing and 

Regulation (TDLR).  At the present time this area fully encompasses the contaminated area, however, 

should future contaminant plume expansion occur outside of the drilling restriction area, then the EPA and 

TCEQ will work with TDLR to revise the area as necessary to fully include the contaminant plume.  The 

“no new wells” area was put in place by Harris County.  The EPA and TCEQ will work with Harris 

County to enlarge the “no new wells” area by a sufficient amount to fully encompass the groundwater 

contamination at the Site.  This may also entail provisions for an alternative water supply source so that a 

water supply is available once new wells are restricted. 

 

Comment:  If the remediation efforts lower the water table, is there a prohibition, also, against digging 

your well in a no drill area? 

 

EPA Response:  The “no new wells” area was put in place by Harris County.  Harris County has 

determined that the deepening of existing wells is also prohibited. 

 

Comment:  A comment about that:  I think, I may be mistaken, that the wells can still be drilled at last I 

heard, but there are so many regulations in the casing size and protection for different levels to go down 

that it would be cost prohibitive to drill a well or to deepen a well.  That is the last I had heard from 

supposed experts about what you could or could not drill in the area, but I may be wrong. 

 

EPA Response:  The TDLR established a restricted drilling boundary with defined water well 

construction specifications for an area around the Site.  However, Harris County established a “no new 

wells” area around the Site that does prohibit the drilling of water wells.  The two areas overlap somewhat, 

but not exactly. 
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Comment:  What is the life cycle of vinyl chloride?  I mean, if it just sits down in the ground, is it going 

to be there for three or four years or ten years before it goes through the natural deep grade cycle and 

becomes a stable element to your hoping that it will achieve? 

 

EPA Response:  Vinyl chloride at the Site is present as a breakdown product of tetrachloroethylene.  

Vinyl chloride may be broken down under either aerobic (contains oxygen) or anaerobic (no oxygen 

present) conditions.  How long it remains in groundwater depends on the existing conditions, and may stay 

in groundwater for a long time.  How long vinyl chloride will remain in Site groundwater under current 

conditions is unknown, but the reason for the bioaugmentation is to provide an extra boost to break it 

down more quickly.  

 

Comment:  So the early reactions from the PCE through the several steps you identified previously are 

fairly rapid down to the vinyl chloride state, and then it appears, to me, that it is slow in degrading from 

vinyl chloride to that base product you mentioned. 

 

EPA Response:  PCE and its more highly chlorinated breakdown products are more readily degraded in 

an anaerobic, reducing environment.  Vinyl chloride, which is less chlorinated, can degrade under either 

aerobic or anaerobic conditions, but is more easily broken down in an aerobic environment.  The relative 

breakdown rates of these chemicals is dependent on a number of factors, including the amount of carbon 

present, whether the conditions are aerobic or anaerobic, the types of bacteria present, nitrate and sulfate 

concentrations, etc., and the rates may change as the conditions change in different parts of the 

groundwater plume.  However, bioaugmentation has been shown to completely breakdown PCE and its 

daughter products to non-toxic forms. 

 

Comment:  One of the problems that we are having currently, as mentioned earlier, was the fact that we 

still have wells that are uncapped, which was part of the TCEQ Water Line Agreement.  So one question I 

have is:  Once we move forward, is it going to be funded for completion, or is it going to be funded on an 

annual basis? 

 

EPA Response:  The remedial action will likely be funded on an annual basis.  This is to allow the most 

efficient use of money by not having large sums applied to projects that may not be needed for several 

years. 

 

Comment:  TCEQ has been very good about putting information on their website concerning this 

Superfund Site.  And I've got a glimpse that all EPA is talking about is putting this information into the 

repository in the library.  Personally, I think that is kind of archaic, being the web services that we have 

today, plus the fact that it is very inconvenient, because you never know when it is being updated.  So will 

the EPA consider having a website or taking on the TCEQ website and continuing on with that to keep the 

community updated? 

 

EPA Response:  It is anticipated that the current TCEQ website will be maintained as a cooperative effort 

between EPA and TCEQ.  EPA will also continue to place documents into the Site repositories and will 

continue updating the Site Status Summary for the Site, which is on the internet at:  

 

http://www.epa.gov/earth1r6/6sf/pdffiles/0605460.pdf 

 

Comment:  Since there is a moratorium on well water, and all of Harris County is supposed to be on 
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surface water by 2020, is that going to make any effect as far as the well is concerned or what is the point? 

 

EPA Response:  One of EPA’s remediation requirements is to clean up an aquifer to its beneficial uses.  

Regarding the Chicot Aquifer, it is considered to be a Class 1 drinking water aquifer and EPA requires that 

it be cleaned up to the drinking water standards.  In addition, if remediation is not done, then the 

groundwater contamination could migrate downgradient and may expose other people. 

 

Comment:  In the Feasibility Study, there is a report in the back with some conflicting statements.  In one 

section, it states that the local water gradient is moving to the southwest; and in another section it states 

that it is moving to the southeast. 

 

EPA Response:  The Simple Capture Zone Modeling Report, which is attached to the Feasibility Study, 

describes the deep zone water gradients in several directions at different times as a result of variable 

groundwater pumping rates.  However, it does state that the current groundwater gradient is both 

southwest and southeast.  The southwest direction is a typographic error, and the current groundwater 

gradient is in the southeast direction. 

 

Comment:  The Simple Capture Zone Modeling Report has conflicting statements in regards to the local 

water gradient; section 1.0 says it is moving southwest and section 3.0 states it is moving southeast.  

Which is correct? 

 

EPA Response:  Both flow directions are correct because they occurred at different times.  The Simple 

Capture Zone Modeling Report, which is attached to the Feasibility Study, describes the deep zone water 

gradients in several directions at different times as a result of variable groundwater pumping rates.  When 

the Simple Capture Zone Modeling Report was written in 2009, the gradient was described as “now more 

southwesterly” in Section 1.  In Section 3.0, the report refers to a letter from Shaw that was dated 2007 

(Deep Monitor Well Groundwater Gauging and Rainfall Data, Jones Road Superfund Site).  According to 

that letter, there was a “southeasterly flow direction” at the time.  The Simple Capture Zone Modeling 

Report therefore describes the gradient at different points in time that are separated by several years. 

 

Comment:  We pointed earlier the fact that the vinyl chloride is showing up to the west, and to the 

southwest as well, of the existing plume in the monitored wells.  That being the case, is there any proposal 

to go further beyond the existing monitoring wells to see what the extent of the vinyl chloride is to the 

west and to the south? 

 

EPA Response:  Yes, sampling will be performed as necessary during the Remedial Design phase to 

confirm the current extent of contamination.  EPA’s goal is to keep the plume from moving further and 

identify areas where there may be people that could be impacted by it. 

 

Comment:  It appears there are no plans for additional monitoring wells, since vinyl chloride has already 

been detected in the monitor wells outside the plume boundaries; is this a prudent strategy? 

 

EPA Response:  Additional monitoring wells will be used as necessary to identify the extent of the 

ground water plumes and evaluate the performance of the remedial action.  The number and location of 

additional monitoring wells will be determined during the Remedial Design. 

 

Comment:  Statements regarding in-situ chemical oxidation (ISCO) described it as having significant 
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health and safety concerns.  Could you explain a little bit more what those concerns are? 

 

EPA Response:  The health and safety issues for ISCO involve safely handling the oxidants by workers 

because the materials used are strong oxidants.  These materials, in not handled correctly, may react 

energetically with combustible materials and also release oxygen that could help support a fire.  The 

oxidizers may cause burns to skin, eyes, and mucous membranes upon contact.  The life span of the 

oxidizing chemicals is relatively short after they are injected into the subsurface, and may range from 

several hours (for hydrogen peroxide) to several months (for permanganate).  The byproducts of the 

oxidizer reactions are considered safe and non-toxic. 

 

Comment:  When will the sampling results from March 2010 be available? Where will they be posted? 

 

EPA Response:  The March 2010 sampling results are posted on the TCEQ website for the Jones Road 

Ground Water Plume within the “Remedial Investigation Documentation” section (see the last bullet).  

The EPA will place the sampling results into the Site repositories.  As information becomes available, it is 

anticipated the TCEQ will continue to maintain and update their Jones Road website at: 

 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/assets/public/remediation/superfund/jonesroad/table2feb09andmarch10_1.pdf 

 

Comment:  Will water sampling continue during the Remedy Selection and Remedial Design stages? 

 

EPA Response:  Water sampling may be performed during the Remedial Design as necessary for 

completion of the design.  In addition, future sampling will be performed to monitor the performance of 

the remedial action, and the design of this future sampling program will be determined as a part of the 

Remedial Design. 

 

Comment:  If so, how frequently and which agency (TCEQ/EPA) will do this? 

 

EPA Response:  The EPA, with assistance from TCEQ, will be responsible for future groundwater 

sampling at the Jones Road Site.  The sampling location and frequency will be determined during the 

Remedial Design. 

 

Comment:  Where will the results be posted (TCEQ/EPA web site)? 

 

EPA Response:  The EPA will place the sampling results into the Site repositories, and TCEQ is expected 

to continue maintaining and updating their Jones Road website at: 

 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/remediation/superfund/jonesroad/index.html 

 

Comment:  Ground water flow is toward the southeast, based on the Feasibility Study.  Please explain 

how vinyl chloride is showing up in monitor wells located to the southwest and northwest of the plume 

area. 

 

EPA Response:  The Site has very complex geology, and the reasons for contaminant flow across or 

against the apparent groundwater flow gradient are not clear.  However, it may be that the high pumping 

rates in the area caused the contaminant movement.  There may also be a preferential groundwater flow 

pathway as a result of an old paleo channel or an area with high permeability. 
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Comment:  It appears two of the Remedial Action Objectives are conflicting: 

 

a. Remove and/or treat groundwater containing concentrations exceeding the MCLs established 

under the Safe Drinking Water Act; restore all impacted water bearing units for use by the local 

community. 

b. Prevent current and future use of the groundwater impacted by past site operations with ground 

water contaminants in excess of the MCLs. 

 

I interpret this to mean: (a) you are going to restore the water bearing units allowing community use; and 

(b) the community will be required to get off ground water.  Please explain the meaning of these 

objectives. 

 

EPA Response:  The Remedial Action Objectives mentioned do not conflict with each other, but instead 

complement each other.  The objective to prevent future human exposure to contaminated ground water at 

unacceptable risk levels, or above the MCLs, provides protection until such time as the other objective, 

return of ground water to its expected beneficial uses wherever practicable (through removal and/or 

treatment), has successfully restored the ground water.  Once the ground water has been restored, the 

objective to prevent exposure above the MCLs will not apply because there will be no exposure above the 

MCLs. 

 

Comment:  If homeowners will be required to switch to surface water (i.e. hook up to the water line), 

what will that process look like? 

 

EPA Response:  Additional water service connections are contingent on the water service provider being 

able to provide additional capacity and the homeowner’s agreement to the hookup provisions.  However, 

in general, the hookup process will consist of several things, including evaluation of the well location on 

the property, where well plumbing enters the house, and where the water line is located on the street 

(which side).  Then the most efficient water line routing from the water main line to the house, and point 

of entry into the house, will be determined.  In addition, the plumbing between the well and the house will 

be disconnected, the well electrical hookup will be removed, and a temporary cap place on the well. 

 

Comment:  Will the wells belonging to homeowners that have hooked up to the White Oak MUD remain 

uncapped for future use by the EPA?  If so, will they be used for studying subsurface water patterns, 

chemical injection or both?  Which wells will be used? 

 

EPA Response:  Some, but not all, of the wells will remain unplugged.  EPA intends to include plugging 

and abandonment of water wells where people have connected to the waterline, with the exception that the 

wells needed for the groundwater monitoring network, water extraction or reinjection, or for deep zone 

bioaugmentation treatment injection will not be plugged.  The Remedial Design will determine the 

necessary monitoring and injection wells. 

 

Comment:  Does the TCEQ water line agreement allow the use of homeowners wells for chemical 

injection? 

 

EPA Response:  Yes, according to the water connection agreement, the well owner agreed to relinquish 

use of and access to the well to TCEQ, and agreed that the well may be used for any investigation or 
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remediation purpose. 

 

Comment:  The pump and treat plan estimates pumping more than 172,000 gallons of water per day, this 

is more than 6 times the average pumped by homeowners and businesses that switched to the water line.  

Will the potential drawdown be studied and will an estimated ground water level be established so 

homeowners with shallower wells can determine if this pumping will affect them? 

 

EPA Response:  The effects of the ground water containment system will be studied as a part of the 

modeling to be conducted during the Remedial Design.  EPA will determine the pumping rates and 

location of the extraction and injection wells so that containment of the plume can be achieved while at the 

same time minimizing, as much as possible, the impacts on the water wells.  However, for containment of 

the plume to be effective, the area of the plume will require additional drawdown compared to the rest of 

the aquifer to prevent the plume from migrating to new areas.  The magnitude of this additional drawdown 

will be determined during the Remedial Design.  It is also likely that variable aquifer conditions, resulting 

from changing aquifer recharge rates and variable pumping rates from aquifer users, may make it 

necessary to vary the amount of drawdown in the area.  Because aquifer water levels are affected by these 

variable factors, it will not be possible to provide a useful ground water level estimate for each well.  As 

an alternative to the existing water wells, the EPA plans to provide people in the Site vicinity another 

opportunity to sign up to be connected to the waterline without having to pay the connection fee.  

Additional water service connections are, however, contingent on the water service provider being able to 

provide additional capacity.  The EPA plans to work with the White Oak Bend M.U.D., and/or other 

providers in the area, to provide the necessary capacity. 

 

Comment:  Does the TCEQ have any further responsibilities or duties concerning the site and if so what 

are they? 

 

EPA Response:  Yes, the TCEQ is the support agency for the remedial action at the Jones Road Site.  

This support includes things such as financial support, document review, consultation with EPA, etc.  The 

EPA is the lead agency for the remedial action. 

 

Comment:  We have asked some questions tonight, and you have made some notes or she has some notes 

of ones that we did not get definitive answers.  Will the EPA or TCEQ be responding to those, to at least 

the Jones Road Coalition or to us individually? 

 

EPA Response:  The EPA will respond to every comment in the Responsiveness Summary, which will be 

attached to the ROD and be a part of the Administrative Record for the Site. 

 

Comment:  Will EPA respond to comments received through the end of the comment period? 

 

EPA Response:  The comment period ends on June 28, 2010.  The EPA will respond to every comment 

received during the comment period in the Responsiveness Summary, which will be attached to the ROD 

and be a part of the Administrative Record for the Site. 

  

Comment:  Does that mean we will not get an answer to these individual questions that we have asked 

tonight that you were not able to answer because you had to check on those until that time? 
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EPA Response:  That is correct.  The EPA will respond to every comment in the Responsiveness 

Summary, which will be attached to the ROD and be a part of the Administrative Record for the Site.  

However, you may call EPA to discuss the Site or any of these issues just for your information. 

 

Comment:  The District's public water system providing service to the Jones Road Superfund Site must 

comply with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, "TCEQ", capacity requirements.  Water 

capacity for any significant and unspecified increase in connections served in Jones Road Superfund area 

as indicated by Mr. Baumgarten during the June 3, 2010, Public Meeting may not be currently available 

and may require substantial infrastructure construction for wells (or surface water capacity purchase), 

tanks, pumps, and distribution system line modifications.  The White Oak Board requests that authorized 

representatives for any governmental entity or contractor meet with the Board and their representatives to 

discuss procedures for obtaining water capacity prior to committing any additional capacity for future 

government funded projects in Jones Road Superfund Site area that may be served by the District. 

 

EPA Response:  Comment noted.  Additional water service connections are contingent on the water 

service provider being able to provide additional capacity.  The EPA plans to work with the White Oak 

Bend M.U.D., and/or other providers in the area, to provide the necessary capacity. 

 

Comment:  The EPA has utilized all of the water capacity purchased from the District for the 144 

connections served as part of the initial EPA government funded hook-up program and any additional 

connections added will require a capital contribution for infrastructure costs. 

 

EPA Response:  Comment noted.  Additional water service connections are contingent on the water 

service provider being able to provide additional capacity.  The EPA plans to work with the White Oak 

Bend M.U.D., and/or other providers in the area, to provide the necessary capacity. 

 

Comment:  The White Oak Board and representatives were initially informed by Harris County 

representatives assisting in the negotiation of water capacity and water service that all wells that were part 

of government funded hook-up program would be plugged in accordance with State of Texas plugging 

requirements to safeguard against contamination of customer and public water supplies.  District 

representatives were informed on the day of the EPA water line construction project kick-off meeting on 

December 6, 2007, that wells for participants hooked up as part of government funded project would not 

be plugged due to uncertainty on which wells will be continued to be used as monitoring or remediation 

wells.  The White Oak Board with the assistance of their consultants developed an alternative plan to 

address the potential for contamination of the public water system which included installation of a "high 

health hazard" rated backflow prevention assembly at the entry point to the residence or structure and 

annual inspection as required by TCEQ.  This also included residential connections which normally do not 

require a "high health hazard" level of backflow protection and this alternative may not adequately protect 

the privately maintained internal plumbing system of the residence if the existing private well is 

reactivated and connected back to the plumbing system of the residence.  The alternative cross-connection 

protection requirements have created a potential thermal expansion damage/injury situation where private 

plumbing lines may rupture causing property damage and injury.  All customers in the Superfund Site 

were notified of this potential problem in workshops conducted by the District and thermal expansion 

information was contained in the water service agreement executed by the customer.  One instance of 

thermal expansion damage was reported subsequent to completion of the government funded hook-up 

program.  The alternative cross-connection protection requirements have also caused a financial hardship 

on customers relative to backflow assembly maintenance and annual inspection costs.  As information, the 
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District currently requires any new customer that was not part of the government funded hook-up program 

in the Jones Road Superfund Site service area to plug any existing water well in accordance with State of 

Texas requirements prior to hook-up to the public water supply system and does not require a "high health 

hazard" rated backflow assembly for a typical residential or commercial water service connection meeting 

these requirements.  The White Oak Board recommends plugging all wells in accordance with State of 

Texas plugging requirements that were part of the initial hook-up phase and plugging any other wells that 

are part of any future government funded hook-up program that will not be used for monitoring and 

remediation work.  Additionally, the White Oak Board recommends development of a protocol to 

safeguard residential or commercial customers that will have an active monitoring or remediation well on 

their property so that they will no longer require a "high health hazard" rating for service connection. 

 

EPA Response:  Comment noted.  The EPA intends to include, as a part of the remedial action, plugging 

and abandonment of water wells where people connected to the waterline installed by EPA and TCEQ.  

However, EPA does not plan to begin plugging the wells until a determination is made regarding which 

wells may be needed for the groundwater monitoring network, for extraction wells, or for deep zone 

bioaugmentation treatment injection.  The Remedial Design will determine the locations of these wells. 

 

Comment:  Section 1.2.3.3 on Soil Impact to Human or Environmental Receptors concludes that there are 

low potential exposure pathways to the contaminated soil under the foundation and under the parking lot 

surface.  This seems to not consider the possibility that construction and maintenance activities on this 

property may penetrate these surfaces and potentially expose workers to the contaminated soils.  We 

request that institutional controls be placed to notify workers and prescribe appropriate protective 

measures for workers that penetrate these surfaces and are potentially exposed to PCE contaminated soils. 

Additionally, should a penetration be made on the building slab for maintenance or construction purposes, 

the penetration should be sealed after the work is complete to prevent indoor air quality degradation and 

exposure.  An institutional measure should be required to enforce this possible situation. 

 

EPA Response:  The EPA agrees that institutional controls are necessary to prevent any potential future 

exposures that may result from construction or maintenance activities that may penetrate the surfaces and 

create an exposure pathway to underlying contaminated soils.  Institutional controls to address this 

potential exposure pathway will be included in the selected remedy, and will be crafted during the 

Remedial Design. 

 

Comment:  As discussed during the public meeting held by the EPA on June 3, 2010, the Vapor Intrusion 

Study was conducted in a cooler time of year.  We agree that there is a need to re-sample indoor air quality 

in the summer months to detect possible contribution from soil contamination below the building.  Please 

modify Section 1.2.6.3 of the Feasibility Study with the findings from that evaluation and adjust the 

protective measures accordingly. 

 

EPA Response:  The additional indoor air sampling will be conducted as a part of the Remedial Design, 

and the results will be included in the Remedial Design report.  The Remedial Design will address the 

results as necessary so that the remedial action is protective of human health and the environment. 

 

Comment:  As residents' wells in the Jones Road area age and need reworking and maintenance (deepen, 

replace, etc.) over the next 30 years or so, there will be a need for additional residents to tie-in to surface 

water for drinking as the wells cannot be drilled due to institutional controls.  We encourage the EPA 

Superfund Program to cover the costs for the capacity and tie-in fees for residents in the well drilling exclusion 
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areas.  Additionally, as the ground water plume moves, additional residents and businesses may be impacted 

and should be allowed to tie-in to the surface water for drinking water purposes with incurred costs covered by 

the EPA Superfund Program for any capacity and tie-in fees. 

 

EPA Response:  The EPA plans to provide people in the Site vicinity another opportunity to sign up to be 

connected to the waterline without having to pay the connection fee.  Additional water service connections 

are, however, contingent on the water service provider being able to provide additional capacity.  The EPA 

plans to work with the White Oak Bend M.U.D., and/or other providers in the area, to provide the 

necessary capacity.  Following the end of the sign up period, residents will still be able to connect if 

sufficient capacity exists, however, the resident will be responsible for arrangements with the provider, 

and responsible for all water line connection costs. 

 

Comment:  On Figures 16, 17, 18 and 19, we request modifying the legend for the thick black line to read: 

"Final Water Line Service Area Boundary, Harris County Prohibits Well Installation" to more accurately 

describe the Harris County Commissioners Court Order of March 4, 2008.  A copy of this Order is 

attached. 

 

EPA Response:  The requested changes to the legend for the referenced figures will be made and the 

revised figures will be included in the Administrative Record for this Record of Decision.  

 

Comment:  The green line "Area of Institutional Controls (No use of Groundwater by Harris County)" in 

Figures 16, 17, 18 and 19 is attributed to a requirement of Harris County; however, this is not correct.  

This green line should either be removed or the legend revised to read: "Aggregate area of institutional 

controls on groundwater well drilling." 

 

EPA Response:  The green line on Figures 3 and 16 of the Feasibility Study has been adjusted to 

accurately show the area where well installation is prohibited by Harris County.  There is no green line on 

Figures 17, 18, and 19.  The revised figures will be included in the Administrative Record for this Record 

of Decision.  

 

Comment:  We recognize that the remediation of the ground water plume is complicated by the fact that 

approximately half of the property owners in the Jones Road Area continue to use ground water for 

drinking water.  We recognize that this situation poses plume treatment challenges and creates a condition 

of possible exposure to contaminants through drinking water.  For these reasons, we recommend that the 

EPA continue to periodically sample and analyze for PCE, degradation byproducts, and those chemicals 

used for remediation purposes until remediation of the groundwater plume is complete.  We recommend 

this sampling also due to the condition that the plume is moving, and such sampling and analyses will 

keep the groundwater users updated on the position of the plume and serve to caution them on the risk of 

using ground water for drinking water purposes.  We also request that the EPA provide written reporting 

of the analytical results to the residents, business and property owners with clear comparisons to applicable 

drinking water standards.  The EPA should determine the frequency of this sampling based on risk related 

to consumption of drinking water from this groundwater source. 

 

EPA Response:  Ground water sampling will be performed as necessary to design the remedial action, and 

during the remedial action monitoring will be conducted to evaluate its performance.  The monitoring 

program, including well locations, will be determined during the Remedial Design phase. The EPA will 

implement a system to provide notice to new landowners and reminders to existing landowners of the 
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presence of contaminants above remedial goals in the groundwater.  The sampling results will also be 

placed in the Site repositories.   

 

Comment:  Based on the information made available to-date of the different alternatives, we generally 

agree with the EPA's recommended alternative of treating contaminating soil and groundwater treatment in 

Alternative 4 which may be the most protective of the environmental and public health.  Barring any 

technical and environmental issues with this proposal, we suggest certain modifications if this alternative 

is chosen.  First, in treating the contaminated soil, some of the most contaminated soil located in the back 

alley of the strip center (source area) should be removed and properly disposed off-site.  Concerning the 

ground water plume remediation plan, we encourage the reinjection of treated water in order to maintain 

groundwater levels for use by those who continue to use groundwater for drinking water and to guard 

against subsidence. 

 

EPA Response:  Excavation and off-site disposal of contaminated soils was considered in the Feasibility 

Study as one of the potential remedial approaches.  With excavation, a large volume of contaminated soil 

could be rapidly removed.  However, excavation would require demolition of the buildings and relocation 

of the current tenants.  In addition, there would be logistical difficulties during demolition of the building 

and loading and transportation of materials in a congested traffic area.  Excavation was not retained as a 

soil remediation technology because of the traffic impacts and difficulties involved in handling the 

contaminated soil in a developed residential and commercial neighborhood.   Also, relocating the current 

tenants was considered impractical.  Regarding groundwater, the treated groundwater would either be 

released to the drainage ditch, contingent on approval, discharged to sanitary sewer and POTW, if 

available, or reinjected into the WBU to offset potential subsidence.  Reinjection of the treated water is 

expected to be the approach used at the Site.  The design of the treated groundwater disposition system 

will be determined during the Remedial Design. 

 

Comment:  Figure 9 of the Feasibility Study relies on sets of samples taken from 2001 to 2006.  More 

updated sampling is required to guide the remediation efforts.  We recommend that the EPA should 

conduct more soil testing. 

 

EPA Response:  The design of the shallow source area treatments will be completed during the Remedial 

Design phase.  It may be necessary to collect additional soil samples in order to complete the design or to 

conduct/evaluate any studies that are performed.  Any additional soil sampling results will be included in 

the Remedial Design report. 

 

Comment:  There are several deeper wells located in the plume as illustrated in Figure 14 with screened 

intervals deeper than the plume.  We are concerned that these wells may act as a conduit to allow the 

plume to move the contamination deeper. 

 

EPA Response:  The EPA agrees that plugging of water wells in the area is necessary because active 

pumping of the wells may cause migration of the plume, and the old water wells may act as a conduit for 

contaminant migration.  The EPA intends to include, as a part of the remedial action, plugging and 

abandonment of water wells where people connected to the waterline installed by EPA and TCEQ.  

However, EPA does not plan to begin plugging the wells until a determination is made regarding which 

wells may be needed for the groundwater monitoring network, for extraction or injection wells, or for deep 

zone bioaugmentation treatment injection.  The Remedial Design will determine the locations of these 

wells.  The EPA will also provide people in the Site vicinity another opportunity to sign up to be 
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connected to the waterline at no cost, and any new connection performed under this agreement will also 

include provisions for plugging any water well on the property. 

 

Comment:  It appears that the contamination plume may extend outside of the original "project area."  

Harris County is concerned about the owners of the properties this may affect, and feels that the adding on 

to the public water option should be made available to them.  Harris County also appreciates EPA's 

willingness to re-open the public water supply option to those residents within the current boundaries who 

chose not to originally sign on to the system.  It cannot be assumed, however, that the current provider of 

public water for the project area, White Oak Bend MUD, has the capacity to serve additional areas, and we 

request that the EPA consult with White Oak Bend MUD on this matter.  Additionally, if Alternative 4 is 

chosen as the preferred method of remediation, plans should be made to accommodate residents outside 

the area and within the area not on the waterline whose wells may be compromised by the volume being 

pumped during the remediation process. 

 

EPA Response:  The EPA will work with TCEQ and Harris County to enlarge the “no new wells” area by 

a sufficient amount to fully encompass the groundwater contamination at the Site.  This may also entail 

provisions for an alternative water supply source so that a water supply is available once new wells are 

restricted.  The EPA plans to provide people in the Site vicinity, and any others in an expanded “no new 

wells” area, an opportunity to sign up to be connected to the waterline without having to pay the 

connection fee.  Additional water service connections are, however, contingent on the water service 

provider being able to provide additional capacity.  The EPA plans to work with the White Oak Bend 

M.U.D., and/or other providers in the area, to provide the necessary capacity.  Following the end of the 

sign up period, residents will still be able to connect if sufficient capacity exists, however, the resident will 

be responsible for arrangements with the provider, and responsible for all water line connection costs. 

 

Comment:  On behalf of requests from residents for connections to the water line (about one year after the 

completion of the water line), the TCEQ contacted EPA to inquire about the potential availability of funds 

for the connections.  At that time, EPA indicated the project was completed, the signing deadline was past, 

and funding was not available for additional connections.  This information was conveyed to the residents' 

State Representative by the TCEQ and communicated to those residents.  The TCEQ and an aide from the 

State Representative's office first learned that the EPA was considering the re-opening of water line 

connections to the community at public meeting held on June 3. 

 

EPA Response:  Comment noted.  One of the remedial action objectives in this Record of Decision is to 

prevent future human exposure to contaminated groundwater at unacceptable risk levels.  A significant 

effort was made in the past to inform the community regarding the groundwater contamination, and to 

provide every opportunity for community members to take advantage of the water line connections offered 

at no cost.  However, only about half of the well users ultimately took advantage of that offer.  Moving 

forward, the EPA believes that it is appropriate to re-open the opportunity to connect to the water line at 

no cost as a component of the final remedy for the Site for several reasons.  The main reason is to prevent 

exposures to groundwater that is contaminated above the MCLs, but another reason is to minimize, to the 

greatest extent possible, the impact on other area water wells.  Water wells within the plumes may act as 

conduits for transmission of contaminated water, and may adversely impact the remedial action as a result 

of any variable pumping rates for those wells.  This is because one of the goals of the remedial action is to 

contain the spread of the contaminated plumes, while at the same time minimizing impacts on other area 

water wells that may result in reduced water tables and well capacities.  Accomplishing this will require a 

careful balancing of the location and pumping rates for the containment extraction wells, and the use of 
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water wells within the plume, with potentially variable pumping rates, will add to the difficulty of this 

task.  Therefore, for the above reasons, another opportunity for water line connections should be provided. 

 

Comment:  Remediation activities and potential impact to residents/businesses on water wells:  the TCEQ 

was conscientious in providing information to the community about the water line, voluntary participation, 

relinquishment, and plugging of wells and any potential impact that remedial actions may have to those 

well owners who elected to continue using their water wells (e.g., water table draw down near pump and 

treat extraction wells or potential localized impact to water-bearing units in the vicinity of 

injection/treatment such as ISCO or bioaugmentation). 

 

EPA Response:  Comment noted. 
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Figure 1 - Vicinity Map 
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Figure 2 - Site Location Map 
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Figure 3 - Jones Road Superfund Site 
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Figure 5 - PCE Distribution in Groundwater 
(less than 50 feet below ground surface - Source Area) 
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Figure 6 - Potentiometric Surface Map, Deep Groundwater Zone 
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Figure 7 - PCE Distribution in Groundwater 
(less than 200 feet below ground surface) 
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Figure 8 - PCE Distribution in Groundwater 
(200 - 230 feet below ground surface) 
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Figure 9 - PCE Distribution in Groundwater 
(231 - 260 feet below ground surface) 
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Figure 10 - Hydraulic Containment I Pump and Treat 

000390 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLES 

000391



 

0
0

0
3

8
2

Date 
JAN~,y ' · ' QS9 

S..p- 1. 1Q"3 

No,embe< 4. 19114 

Oeoembe< 20, 2000 

Febnwy 6. 2001 

Jme 5. 2001 

July 9. 2001 

JulyJ0.2001 

Event 

Tab lo 1 
Chrooology of Site Investigations and Significant Events 

Jones Road Groundwater Plum,, Federal Superfund Site (SUP075) 
Harris County, T~as 

Shaw Project Numb..- 13n26 

Tha TAY:!IS W~tar (:'.nmrrlK<irm (TINC) f!.9 18(1 .:l /rJ~ of Fl.lli!Ji!Jir::,f'jon for .Snlirl W.;t.l'llla M~@rll (nol 3 w,3<ta l'IU~o.tnant p..-mit) tO Q,ia 

(Jnn,y) Kim dow,g business as (OBA) 8ell Ory Cleane,s (Sell) at 11 a00 Jones Road. The notice recogn.,zed the Bell r ac,lity as a Small Quon~ty 
Genera:or of tlazordouswaste ossocioifdwith ittedrydean.ng indusJry (40Code of Fodera! R,gulatons Par1261; waste codes F001, F002, 
Ffl04. and F0051. 
Thi> TWC crong,od i!s n-,me to The T exM N"1llml Resou= Cons,,,vafton Commission (TNRCC}. 

A.s.soaa~d Er,-.,..ronrnerdaJ Consuftants. Inc. subrn.tte<I Plta.ce 1 &ivltol'lt'ftental Ane~t Report for Shopptng Center Located a! 11600 .JonetJ 
Road The repgrt was prel)ar«l for M<,tro Bank, NA. <ifld fournl no indioabon ol the obvious preSEnce or poW!lial (o, oonbmin.nion al tile site 
b.>sed on property ownership review. examinolion of aerial pho1Dgraphs. available regl.11a!ory inio,mat',on, phy5ical K1spec1ion of !hew. and 
pn,lirrinary asbestos s!udy. The _, documen:td the presence oi MC 30-gallon drums and on• abov•gn,u,d stor.,go oontlner containing 
telrncNoro•lhylene (PCE) associ- wah the Bel la\.ndry OPet'l"fion. and ihe PCE was reporled to~ rec:y<:!•d o, disposed by Safety.Kleen of 
Housfon, r .. xas. Now and used motor oil . an:~rttu. sdven1 for parts washing. use<! batti'nos, and usw oil fil:= wore assoc:la:ed w lh 
operations " j Advanced Auto Rep.Jir. The ulrio repair reloi..<d w3stes w;;re reported to be rec)'<lled or tlisiJos,ed by Sla:a Env.ronmental Oil 
SeNices.. Inc. 
The Teus Depanmertt o! ~afth (TOH} reported res<1lts rrcm the pu,{ic wator sys:em •: Finch's Gymn.,stks USA to contain oonCMltations of 
PCE obove ihe EPA est.blishe<f drinking waten,fanclartls (0.005 ppm). ~lonij,ly sampbng w..s conduc\ed In January throu9'> Moy of 2001 by 1he 
TOH conlirrrmo these onitial ·test resula. 
n,_.. TNRCC Drinking Waier Moni:aring r ,,-am. Public Drinking Wate, Section. submi!Lod a T~/Taehloloethene Maximvm Contamirumt L~el 
&Cff<IMci, lectter to Finch Gymnastics (10PD3 Towe, O.>k.s Bou!ev.>rd), a<Msi!lg Finch Gymnastic, ,o "irwesf,gal" i he so,uce c,; cc,r1,a11W1a1ion, 
hire a compet:n; eng1neer to re-vie-A' 1reatmem e,l;ema:iiwes. anG"Of ~ akemative s.owoes for •N~'ter to prevent eu5:0mer e.xposuJe and the risk 
ol a viol.--tion". 
Ge1>-1 eel\ Enwonmenlol. Inc. (Geo T ecn) sullmilted a Pl>a,:e 1 Environmental Sf.~ ~xmenl reporl for tile 11600 Jones Road w klr Sterli~ 
8.\n,k on b!!h.llr of Ben 'lo assist in iM underwriting of a p~ ~age lo3n of lhe properly''. During inspection of lh• property leakage !mm 
the '3')I dearong machlie was noted to be chlnng Imo the s,orm chins behind the Bel la01fity. The Phase 1 report reoornmended a S<bsurlace 
sci ancf g!OWldwata 11vesQgaton around the dry cS-eaniff to drt~nllne ,;f fac:ili~y operaficns Sl13a0ted the: area. 

Gei> T"°" S1.Jbrm:ed a Lin1~ed Site Aoc••""'""' r,pon rcr !he Bell facilify. Three soil borings wer• installed and subsequen!l)I conver.Pd into 
'"-""' mono...- wels. Soil and g,oundwate< samples take<1 from the west and rront side of !he Bell lacoliiy were impact..oel wilh PCE and 
cfqadation produots. The report reoommende<I that me owne-rs enter uio the TNRCC Voluntal')' Cleanup Program (VCP) to remediate the site 
a'm obtain a cffii5ca:.:e of oomnleboB. 
Thi> TNRCC Drinking Wai .. MonEaring T earn, Pubic Drinking Wat!< Section. submi!Lod • FffVM!ion of a Viol- of~ Telr.!Clllore-
Siandatd letter to Finch's Gymnastics USA & Childc.>re ( 10903 Tower Qaks), commending Flnch's fo, provlcfUIQ •an ar,emo!ive w:r.er source 
(boWed wa:or) to their <:<cstomers before rotTl'I,>[ oc:ice ol "'°la1ioo was tS><Jed for o,xoeecing the standard for -e-.hene (PCE)". The letior 
alio confim,ed receipt of not>ficailon from Finch's thaj boitled w3'1l!r was in use, and th.I the TNRCC would oontinue to moni10r me w3te, supply 
v.<ell water) on an aonu..Jl basts . .Jnd th:lt l'li •bio notcric3tion wotAd not be rem •red. 
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Cnte 
Aug\.51 ::?001 

O=ber2◄,2001 

D@ceJTlD@f' 1~. 2001 

Fmuasy7, 2002 

Febru31)''4 2002 

Mardi 13 l:hrough 211), 

2002 

Man:h0.2002 

March 11 2002 

M.irdl 14 throllgh ~ -
2002 

Evfflt 

Table 1 
Chror,ology of Site lnvl!Sbgabons and Significant Events 

Jones Ro.ad Groundwater Pl- Federal Superfund Site (SUP07~) 
Harris County, Tell5 

Shaw ProjKt Number 137226 

Geo-TKII s.ibrrrtied Valwlta,y Cleanc.p Program Sile fnveabgiilion Repon 1D the TNRCC ~~rig pl"llilVJOUS W0fk comp,eteo a1 the Bell 
bcilcty dunng the Ph~ 1 ~n:!al S,te A.=!=-"Jll jG@o.Tee, Jl!<le :lO!l1) 3nd me Umi1Pd Site~ (Gl!o-Tl'C. Joly 200•\. 

Dae Kim OBA Bel OTy Clean!!<$ a"ld H«wy T T. Lucky, Inc. ~-of 11600 Jooes Rwd) entered 311 agreerner-1 wrt.l\ the ThRCC tt> 
parlicip..te in the Texas VolAJn;.;;ry Cleoo.UpProgriim (VCP). 

Geo-Teoh subrr.rtti;d a Letter Report to ltie VC"" Pro,ect rron.;ge:r at TCEO :o dowmert !he insu..la;lon of dvee pemuner.1 rnocwron,.,lls l~rN-• 
througti ,-.-w-3) and MC soil boril'gs {B-1 and S-2) a11tle BEJfadty 0t1 No..-ember2, 2001. Soi alldgrouncmatH anatytcal resuts lndicated 
l~acls by PC£ and degradat.on product». 
Gi!o-Teoo subrt:iti?d .i llliltbi<' {sport :o ih& TNRCC Volm.:ary Cleanup Progr.im on b.ha!f o' ffli' Bwll facility o,_- Dae Klm. The li-i:llir rvpo;t 
p,ovicit!d upd.r.e of Umi::ed Site Assessment .ldivities peformect at the Bell fooa'l)' ort ~ 2, 2001 G.nd addmoml invl!Slig;nion peoormed 
on J..nwry 4. 2002. Dur.ng ltte addi:10Nf l!'1Vesll9a11of>, one soil boring (IB-1) ..ncl 1hree additional permanen= men.tor wefts {P.fN-4 tlvough M''/V-
6) •-i= eo. Soll bomg 13-1 w.u in~ inule che &en mc1lr.y. PCE, TCE. OCE. t1nd VC - ~ 111 sh.ltlow (len bun 35 fffl ogs) 
sa:. a"ld g<'Ol.rldwat~• samples al conoenlra:lotls above Te,,as Risi. R~ Pn:>g.ram (TRRP) Tier 1 Pro:~ve Concenntion Lev-..,s 'or soi 
and groundw.J:E!I' ing@s1ion 111 a residsrlt31 s-.ting. 

The TN"fCC Superfund Site ~ and Asse~t Program (Ss::IAP) 5.lmpled lhe water ~ l and inside s.,nk al Hnch's Gymn.ls1ics USA 
and Chlldoare (Finch's) at 10Q'J3 Tcw.-e- Oab B<X.tlev-..rd. Houston, Texas The sample rasul:s re"ea: ed ?CE leve s above the Un.ied Str.!es 
EnvironmefUJ Prot~on Aqency (EPA} M.1ximum Conbminant Level (MCL) of ti parts l)ef' bi':bl (ppb~ 
The TNRCC SSOAP condude<I s.1mping ~ 43 ~ in tr.e Jones Road .-a The s.xnoles were ~bni.ueo to t.i'le I.Dlwr Cclorndo River 
Au:horoty in Austio. Texas for an<ilysls o'VOCs "'59'lQ EPA ~1£:hod s=:-t2. The acnaly.lcal results n,vealed o,g.a.-.c c:ono;."1raiions abo11e 
bacl.Qround JIIO/CK IM cr.>c1iCBI qlliJl'l~on rimit (POL}. 

Th@ TNRCC SU~ a nolil'ica5on I~ 1o ~u infooning ~ that Finch's 'M!'.I h.ld bttn ~ by PGE. 3 nd that if B~ 'A'M a pcnnnal 
source ol lhe PCE:, l:!)en &II woold be requwre-d to ialle ;idditlOT131 m..aSUl'es :o prevent ei1posure :o a."ecwo wa:l'et. The r.ot;f;c.;bon also micated 
!hat if Be fah<I 1> take the appropriate measurM. the TNRCC 'A'OUd wie the recruired me.:tSUrH ID prevent uposwe. and sek co5l rf/CCNftty 
from ~II fo the 'u:ve, The le1!et also reques:Ed a great.y 3C>Ce!erated sd'ledule for pursuing delnubo:n of tne pkme ft-om the Bell site. 

The TNHCC subm.ted a nc;ificGban I~ to Sell fh.1i !!le Ve? would reqi...,e him :o perform emellJf!1lCY response aclians le prct.!'ct public r_eal:h 
and s:afe':v 'rom me !ht'E.11 eaL>~ bv !he PCE cont.amirt3ted w:,tl!4'. 
Gcou:iaw.iliir ~ d 44 area water -its •• •Jhin a 0..25-mile r.ia,us of !he a.JI tulilny periormed by the TNRCC ru;d Bel's corulAt:tnl. ~ 
T e<;h Envfronme-ntal w th revii.w, V31idation. and DUS ol !hi! samples perfonned by Sh-,w. eeirs irea:men! system ccntrac:t;or in:st\lled eigh1 
(lfi31'1Uiill' ac1iv31ed c.artlon (GAC) f l er5 on t~e we!s lha1 were con~~ed 'llo\lh PCE. inClucing Finch's w.e• well HCW1t.er, f •eoto~ 
!hi! co~tmctor and ihe contractor ~nily re,,,oved l'lE' GAC fi:t~ The TNRCC repuoed :he GAC tl!Ys al the lime ol lhecr remav3I by !he 
ccr.tractor Up u, tnis da:e. a~roUNteJy 150 Wl?l5 °' the 216 well.s ide-rttihd wihrl a 0.5-mle r.»0..Js of Se~ wwe sampled and at lust 18 wells 
WE!'!! disc0-11ered le he imo:Jded bl/ PCE al concecnlJ'.a6ons above ttie f; ICL 

C>:IJmM fiOJ!I CD.R!'\1Rd ~5'.A • T;ielP 1 ~ Cl El'!!lltl> 
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Date 
March 26. 2002 

M.m:h 27 2000 

M.m:h27 ;!.!JU,! 

April 1. 2002 

April 16, 2002 

May I :ZOOl 

May 13:~20. 
2002 
.l\.ne10 2002 

S.ptifnb.rl 2002 

~ptffllb@r 12. 2002 

SE-plwnber1S.2002 

Oc:cber 2002 

000384 

Evfflt 

T;able1 
Chronology of Sit@ lnvMtigations ;ind Significant Evlffrts 

Jones Road GroundWat~ Plume Federal Superfund Site (SUP075) 
H,mis County, JeJra1; 

Sh;iw Project N\l!T\ber 137226 

The TNRCC subtmted a leatr ·nslNCting 811 ID inslllJ .:ind m.Jrl:ain canx,n iilll!B at addfiional S!t.M and lD conckllc:I V.\J)CII' moniiorJnO ill thrff 
sl:es 
The -:,i~ subm't:ed .a le.t.w to Sel indic.:i~ thai Be.II musi 5llbmi a s1i,>ed schedule lo< ldenufying ;ill w~2s wr.hin a 0, 5--m.le r.id:us of ;he Sel 
f3rcil.:ty for sampling the weli..s loc.J.t@d in the neigt,bamood an the .,..,est side cl Janes Read. Be;i w:is also lnslrucled to schedule EM ,nsl.:!llalicn er 
GAC rters oo arl'( s imp;icte-d by PCE. een was to provide 1he ~:.lie info-m3tlon to we VCP by Apil t. :!002.. or the VCP would 1nlla:e 
Iha flftun dav nc:ic& D«l0d for h 1iffllin.ton r;! the VCP l 
The 11'-I;«;(.; submted .J le."!ti le lucky aslun9 Lucky to 5Ubmn u wnffi!fl sutement by Ai:,r~ 1 2002 ll"ICM:atng th.it u.dty was ClOmmlted 110 
p!!tfonnng me -•iency r!!Spons!!' me.uul'l!-s ce~ .., t,ie '-b rdl 26 ond 27. '.!00:l letrers le Bell 1f Bed chose not to C(lrunu@ p;irticip;ioon in 
ltieVCP If Bell wi:hO?N from l'le VcP .nd Lucky fal'ed tc comm,t 10 C01'1t.r1Ue tile VCP !hen VCP W0Ud nl:ia:e l&r'IVlalic)c\ of~ VCP 
l~reemen! with I ,rln.. 

Luct.y subm'tted a l!tter le the ll',;RCC Sfflt.ng that Lu~ and Bel wefl! COll'l'l'itl!d to perform&ng the-~cf e-ml!rgeney fl!Sponse "'"sures by 
A.on' 1:. 2002. 
Ben and l..udcy fa.Jed to pedonn 1he r.,ql.Wl!d emerg,mcy r@s:Spons@ me~. a~ w:tndr..w rrom !l;e VCP The TNRCC soDmrn;;cJ .i limer 
noCfvinll l.odN Iha: th-!! TNRCC would withdraw fn:,m lhe VCP a.cnement. 
The Thl~CC Issued Eme,gency Order Cook.rt No. 2002--0534-!1--M'-E :o Che es--..r.e of Dae Km OSA S..11 Ory O ea:ni!rs and Hen,y T T. Lucky Inc. 
The ordeJ spec:i" ed .JCiJorl irdxling (1} inSta.l and nuirdilln fd1ratoo sys~ oo 11t1pa~ed wells and pnpare ~ 5an1)1~ plan for the same; {2) 
~ and an~ all wens wilhn a 0.5-mll!! t3llus of 1hl! ~~ (3) ltlSull Clration sysiems on ary new "'-~Is lilUld :o be impacled; (4) ~ 
an rnvest,gaton to dE@'!1lllle ~he source and de1neatc it>e plume· (5) sub-n:t a g-oundwaw 'lllesbgatiO!l reporc (0) pem1m1 mora rm,estlg..ilon If 
dHl'l':.d n-~ bv lti. Encu:Jvt Dlrac!Dr. 
A Foeu::t>d Sh Im~ w3s ~d at~ s.te.. 52 ~Mer sampl- were milec:l'd 1D stbsuntill:e me ~ase and mrgra!lon of 
e0r1tamin.a111s, Grouridwa:er s~es were ana!v:zed bv 1he LCRA. 
The dry cleanng n-JC.hlne at che 8;;11 bcility was emptied of PCE and vansport_.;ad 10 .JOOther o,;y de..rllll!I fa:iilily for uw.. This dat,; m3fks lhe bst 
~ of PCE 31 ~ Bell fxi"-tv-
The "-N'ice dl.ngwd ts n.m. to "lie TiX..S Comms.sJ(lf'I on Environmental Ou.il1ty (TCEQ). 

The -cro Litigation Oiv!s.on issued a ~ Refelral r@ql,IM!ing tna1 lhe e~ e.H@ be rl!fem!d 10 :he Supl!rfund Program based on •t 1) 
oocumart~ ~ 1<as.tS of hazardollS substarlCliis and haurdous wasl.'s: (2) tt>e s.te ,_s inact:v.t vdh re~ to 1hri ~• and dispowl of 
1-azaroou:s w.J.s:e s;:nce Bell no long~r uses PCE 11'1 rts process; (3) Bell~~ iunds to address ihe de.JF'Up: 11nd (-4) enforoern.nl i5 no 
lono,., and eflec:lve 01)1.ion •or addre!..511'1::i ihe contamin.a1ion a: ~ Si1" • 
The -C!:o p-epca:-ed a~ Evaluation lnve:mg.tion (CEI) report dooumeot.ng sevE'ill Nodce al Vtda:lO'l {NOV) repons rs sued to Be 'oc 
~'It of waste m.1:enals The NOVs Wti'e 1'1!13ll!d ID lll'l'\l)nll)I! docunertation of wna disposal fl!<l0<ds. Revi- of panial record's 
proYided by Be-.D ..,di.ca~s 1~tS:lfe~Kleen Sys:ems (SK) tonsport_-c:15, 1161bs in 1@Q; 1,755 lbs In 2000; I, 157 lbs In ZO□ l: ond 787 lbsof 
was:e PCE ,n 2002-
Groi.Cld'K.J.ter !bllTlpling event. TCEO ..nsb'led GAC fittra:ian systems on 21 water wds where PCE ooncenlralOfl:5 wen! d1e:ecied above !he 1~ 
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Date 
Oc:obet 17. ?002 

Oecemoe2002 

J.mua,y 2003 

Janua,y 24, 2003 

.13mJ3,Y 30, 2003 

February 3 tlvough 1 O. 
-21Jil3 
Ap,12003 

Aplil30.2003 

May 10 ttirvust, 23, 
2003 
Jun-e 1 O. :!003 

July 2003 

000385 

Eve11t 

bble1 
Chronology or Site tnveslig.nions md Sig:nifican1 Events 

Jones Roxi Groundwa!B Plu~ f~ral Supfflt.lnd Sit@ (SUP075) 
Hanis County, Tex.K 

Shaw Projeet Nu.mbH 13n2G 

TCEO J)r'He!lllid ii ques:lons .no aru;W21'$ meetaog with ltlQ pu,:,jic regara.ng th,; Jooes Road Gl'QWldv.•:itff Plum£. 

PCE. OCE. and chloromethane Wffl! ~ec:ted in a S3/'nP'e collected from a public W3tecr supply {PWS) " •U loc.lted at rinch's Gymnulics tr.:>A 
and 01ildc.Jre at conceicralions 60eeding 11-.e United S~!es Elwironmen1.3I Proll!etion AQl!!'ncy (EPA) M.».inun Contarrinanl Level {MCL) of 5 
iurts oerbl' lon l oobl. Bot:led drinlonD w.1!ef was subseouMtly orclllded 1o me ':.coTty 03inlns ard s<.a.'r. 
GrOU'ld'N.am sampll,ng ~ - TCEO tnStalled l3AC fillra-Jon systems on 21 water welfs where PCE eoncentratons were de:ecte<I above d1le A'Gl. 

ThE T&:J<as C..p..ttnwm of l>ciinss,g and R.g..tai1011 not?.." ed .. 1 hoinsed dooers n Hams. Walk.r Gomes, Fl. BEnd. Bra;;on., Gal,,ystc,n 
MontgOl"'ery, S."\n Jacinto. C~mbe~ .no l.iDerty c:,ourdr~s. d mor.t s:ringe,t spec;(K:;morn; b ffeo walti v.~ls w:ihin tne Jones Ro» 
CYound'Niiler Pllfflor .vi.a 0epar.mEnt of He~th (TOH) reported resul~ from 1hE pullloo w.t« SY5lim al F1ndi' s Gymrustas USA lo c:oobin 
con~ of PCE abow Ill@ E?A e :ruiMh@d driniana w:i:er si:md!lrds (OJ)C5 ooml 
The TCEO SSOAP Recmedealion ?rogmm issued M intffllific. memonndum SU1111Nriz;nQ fM Jones Ro3d grcuno •Mm< plurM. The me-mo 
fncflC.l!ed 1h31 2:!8 werls Yi'efl! s.lmpled in file are.a. and 23 -is Md det!!Cfons of PC£ a: or abovl' ~ EPA MCL of 5 ppb ~ ~ al_so 
111dlc.red th.at GAC fltrn:,on syst~s had been ir1slal,;d ~ wel s. Md th.ll 18 wells ccntu>ed PCE ccr.centr.r.lons below 1he MCL The 
bound.res or ttie plume .as :he souc.!iem end of Ec:ho Spt1ng (nonhem tiouidary): T-O.lks 1SOU1t>m1 ~): Tlrieer ~ (wHtem 
bound""'): .tl'>d ilili:lim s!de at JcH,as Road (11alit.m boundacv\. 
Grcunc.watiir Yfllll8lll -~ ol ap~ety ~ loca:ioos. 

Th@ -CEO~ H=ro Ranking ~_em 0octnl@n:Jtion ~cord for~ Jons Rrod Ground Wi'Mr Plum@ (CERCLIS Sit@ ID fl.umber 1'XN 
000 605 ..iiro) in eoopeni.on with R,._,n VI of the EPA The HazMf Ranlur,,a S0cr@ kw !1-,e si1e \QS ~io!mlir~ 10 be 48.5 
The Jo<\M Road sae v.-as pR)pOS~ for 3ddi:.lon lo :he N='L 

M~ 2003 G!ouncl'Nater sampt,ng event 

tn:l!IOftia. M@norandum 6-om the TCEO Jont's Rrod 000 TeMn ID the TCEO SupiUfund Te-a-n Leader (Jim~ r@00fllmendmg addmonal 
inVMtiga1ion al lhe .JonH Road s.'ie. Tne ~:ions incklded deliMatlon of thec shal ow g,olnlwatl!f ph.rne from its 504.RI! (Bel); 
qJarierly moni:oring of s@!ec! resid!!nti.il w.:il!r .wits Md mai~.1n0e of l'I :er sysl@ms: g:it:Mring and assimilation al :lddificn.'.11 well. hydrologio:il 
and cr-"@f cb1.1. and nves!lg.3oon of addrtorul SOUIIOe al!!as, Oelinea:ioo ,e~t.ons lr,,cluded n,stJD.mon o! 43 Cone PenE!!l'Offif~er Test 
(CPT) J)Oll'lts to a ~ o' .a?l)IQlQmate1y 40 to eo fi?fl bgs ,nstaJLnon of 14 le~ mon.lDr web ooll~on ol 65 sha.lOW g~a1er 
sarni:,lu: and labora!OfV analys,s by a mobllE labora:orv 
Jares Ro.id arva was surveyed and ba5e maps w2re ~fllly Jnp.arid ur1g survey lnform.oion. 



Date 
fAugu!i.l 19. 2003 

Augusl 4 IM:lugh 12, 
2003 

~st2E. 2003 

Au.;li<S1 30. 2003 

Sepcember 2'>, ::?003 

Sepiffnber30, 2003 

Odober I lhl'ough 14 
2002 
Oc:llblr l7, 200l 

Oc:ober 22. 2000 

No'"lel'IJ!)ff t O tfwnugh 
20,2003 
Novemoer IS, 2003 

Evfflt 

Tabl@ I 
Chronology of SiG lmte$tlgatiOns and Significant Events 

J Clflt':S Road Gnx1ndwiiiter-Plu:me Feder.I SupN'Nnd Site (SUP075) 
~rris County, T@xas 

Shaw Project Number 13722G 

51\.rN pcep.ved a Heill:h and Safety F"un (HASP► toe stat- !Oi _sampling. ~ -ln:s~:ion al monrtor well5. ~dl!ro3J water sampling. and 
surveyng. The HASP deWed i:he proeedlffl!'S to ~ fo'loNed d\Jrlr,g sire 11e!Mtes ,n accordo~ ,,.,,ti ~ Oceu1>311ona Sa!ety 3!ld ~.'.11th 
Admln;slrabon (OSHA). Sh.aw standard operat.og ~-and all oU-.er fede,al. st.:e, and 1oc.;J ~res appicable 1o the l)'pe cf remedial 
inv~::ition tasks peTformed at the Jones Road ~ e. 
A..igust = quanerly grounc•K.1t@r and ll'i!a.rnerrl s-y5:em mani:oonll ewnl o re hu:ior@d forty,.on@ ( 1.;·) grourrlw3ter samp,es. 18 f:-@Jo 
dJpieat!! 5.liml)les a'ld 6 field Ill Mk sample were analyze<! bot LCRA. ~n::31 ...aborll!cry Services The anal~ ~ed for W3:er 
samples wa-e Vobt'e Organ.c ~ounds (VOCs) bot Em-ttinme.n:3I Proteciaon Agency (EPA) Me:hod 524.2. ~ (ca lCIUO\ iron, magnesium. 
a"'ld nunn.mese) bv EPA 200 7 Sllltkle bv EPA 3762. and ,u;f.;te 'lN EPA 300.0. 
Field IIC!l\";ttS ro, the remedial nwsllgicion tM,gan. Thiny-seven CPT !Mi ~ md thrM mentor~~ insta:led. Soil and groundw'1:er 
~-~o. 0ooumMe1 jn an April~ r...,,,n.. 
&la'N stbnted a R'iimedial lrM~$~ ~ Fran and a Field Samplng f>ta11 {FSP) for soil arw:f glOU!ldwater lnwstg.31,ons at lhE sr.e Th,; 
FSP presented lhe lc'qlAfl!fllenls and standard opem:ing procedures 'or ClOOducling field oper.t:ons and .. 11 sampUng, tanal.ng, and ClOIJeo:lan 
11e:ivi:les a1 !he Jcn.as Rro!l site. 
Jones Road Ground'"'.ater Plume Site w.u. li'Sted on the Naf,onal PN,r,1~ List (NPL). 

Slu·H nlfft.._g with TCEQ. Discussed w;JjEf we, I sa:rnplrng cl.ti <:OltCU!O d\Jriog August 2003 ~1'19 e-ve,,t remed'al 111VHDiµlton lMlril al'd 
c!.Jb coDl!'C:l!'d: -vafion and posit,on surv;;y of dab i,oints. preoarnticn Qi m:1ps pr@senfng :he s.ltllPling d3ia. JC!ffltif,caj,,on of soil SGmplino 
loc3tcons nsblation O'! rema:ni!lQ mon.1or wells, Geop~ sa~ng ,n coocert w,th Color Tee~ and mo~ labor.rt«y: ~er ng 
lnvtii,ga:ion of <=inch'$ -.1,.tw well sys!l!r1l. ClP wmp!lng personnsl .ind equ,pm~tH; lden:iticatlon ar 5Ubsurface u:il,ues: rental of 
office,'w:;u-ehOJse space lor routrre ~ s.:m,ping eve'.lts; or.cl histoncal da~ sean:h 'Nlih ..... nat phoiogrdllhs!hts:oncal use al ao)Oirg:ng 
llrODl!ltiH f ID 11600 Jones Rllld\ 
TCEO ;n~t and lelecom sea,ch b:> local;! conlads of lhE ~Ii!'. Courity Permit ~t fotdra.-ings Md ~ecillca5ons c:I !he septic 
..vs~ tnst.l la!ion .:11 11600 Jares Road. 
The TCEO i:i,epared AmencmlMt~ lo the Fteld Sal'l'J>6ng Plan . The purpose of 1he dCICU'T1ef'II was to .amend 1he ongii.;I! FSP prep.aiecf by Sh.lw. 
c!.Jt@d ~ 30. 200:l. to include amicip.3~d s.h.!Jlow soil and grnundW3:H ll'WMllg.rions MSOCUJ~ >A11h th@ Bl!'R facili!y. Th@ qn11I FSP ',\'.ls 
imeTided for co•ect.on of dffp grou!1dwater sa'll)l@s from prrv.ne we1s in the are..1, arid not s/\alkTN SOIis and groundW3:er. Specif.catty, 1he FSP 
amendment dticnbes the mc.:l'Ods.'processti for c::o..ect.on of soll and groundwa:er us,ng a Gegprobe Rig (diti<:t push technology (OPTI). 
slulow g,t>mdwa:e< samples. soal S3~ M . phottlllOnt:raton ~..or scr@i!l'inU, Color Tee saeentll,;j. rnobi!@ .:il:ora:ory i!Mlysis of =I and 
groundwater, and Contract Labora'.l:lry F'roc:,-am (CLP) aratys.,s of soi' samp-·es 
Soll SilllTifY-ng 'I+'» oood~ at ::?• geoprobe loc.wons GrounctN;1Ccr 5arll~ were ~ctrd a! selec:ed loc;r.lom Oocume'lled in .111 Apr.I :004 
ltil0rl. 
Novembl!'f 2003 qU3rterty grot.nd\v'3te< .md tl@abn!!'nt system S3ITlping ~venl 

TCEO c:ommumy ~ wl:h sllc!<. pres,i,n:a:.on al conoeptwl sile mod.I for ;ne 11000 Jone-s ROiid area 

D:UOl'fi li03llCl7~il~nll)IH\A • Tallll I ~Of Eilfll:I ?.lge 5ct 13 
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Date 
Feblw:y 12 tn~h 
20.~ 
F e_brua.ry 16. 2004 

[APr~20.2004 

April 28. 2004 

April 29, 2004 

M.JY lOJ.4 

May 3 tnrough '3. 
:2004 

Event 

T.lble 1 
Ctvonology of Siw Investigations and Signifio;mt Ennts 

Jones Ro;KJ Groundwatl!'f' Plume Feder;il Superfund Site (SUPO75) 
HMris Countv, Tex.n 

Shaw ProJeel Number 13n26 

February :!004 qu.llWiy groundwa1er and trNtMnt sys~ sampfng evl!l'lt. 

Sllaw subm::tted a Rffltedfal J~:ig3bon li¼irk Plan Add~ndurn . and a Fisa Sa~ Pran Addendum iD address coll!!Clion and CO!Tl!)anson oi 
,_ \lra'.a,..311Y 

TCEa commumy meetng wilh side preseln:.on. in.cuing a ~ dimens!tin.31 vrsualiz.l1ion model o11M 50llm! area b3seo on Sllil and 
1 ll'Uurld'" ,aw <1a1a 
&,,;w submit~ Rem<ii!dial l~l:on • ~ ' ~ 2003 to ~e TCEQ. 21 501I bonl"gs (GP- 1 to GP-2 I) 'lt-ete lnstall;d to a maximum 
dep:h a! 35 fl!et bg5 CNri~ the period from Oc:tobu 22 • ~ . 2003 The purpose of the ir.w~abon was 10 iden;riy poan:i discharge pom:s to 
the sh3.'kY.v sol. ~ud.flg a storm <h :nage grate ouislde die b3dl d001r ol 1~ Bel f.1ci y, ~ sde o.1cnes 1h.ll rece~ stonnw;11r ITT>m 1he 
g r13t._ are.as U50Ql3ll!d .... th lhe septc S)'>1em lf.ul and t.nk}. are:il'i v.tlere sewer pi:pes are IC>CaWI. and ihe founla1111n of 1he buiking. Al socl 
and groundwater samoles were coll!!C".Mi usi'lg DPT chli~ methods. Sol samples wen! anal~ by .m off~i:e foced-b.lSed labomtcry 
perfoon :ig l.l'ld~ the Contrac: Laboratory Program (CLP) d the EPA. SelectEd sllll and ground-Rater sa~es \lrecra analyz~ by 311 on•se 
mooilt! L3bomtDry (ESN) which WM rnoblliZl!d u, Ille S l':I! far a lmL"<I tme. 17 ground'N;Jter S3 mptl!s. 40 !Oll ~s. l eld blank. 1 e<fJipme,. 
n,,sa:e blank, and I decon w.11a $.lll1>k were an~yz_<>d by ESN mobUe labora-.o,y 
n-~ c1n.i.)11e ~ were voes by S'N~e •.'~thoo 8~QB . The soi s.:vnpll!S wa..re reported on a 'A°fl-"\"'@9u b3!iis. This was o V 31llnc@ 

obtained fr001 TCEO as di!i was a mot,Je bbontory set up for quick tumaf0t.nid. The ~ OS lt'\e mob le lab«ato,y ana yses :i ~ 
to iJ 1:eld s~ t~ue which .also report~ results on a lft'el -weignt b:ISis. The pu-pose of h nvesbg.;;txm was 1o delinN~ nd idemify 
'1lot spot 5ClUroe' are.ls of conbmfnat..oo inlo 11-e W Iiow sois (upper 35 'eet) in the 1mmed.,lle v,c nily of lhe Sell oolly arid 10 assfss the Cob 
T K feld 5Cf'fifl "IQ nw;hod or> so: nwtnx s.i~liS against. ar.a~ per'cm-wd by iin cn-siw ITd>lle 1.aDOratcry Cdor T~ m.thod wf 
deterrn.ined to h3ve poor ClOIT'IP3m.on to l.lbar.llo,y rr-et:hods for soi!- 1..lbor.lto11Y resuhs 1ncfic-~Dd mp.let to 50il in g of Z I OPT bori s from four 
c1f'er;;m 5.iilTlp'e .wn= (1-2 f-1 b~. 1e-19 feei ~ 1~30 re~ bg~ and 30-.35 fee bQ$), 

&ia·a submted Rem«ii;.J lnv@::bgafwn • CPT; Augu:i~ 200'.r, ID document lieJd ool!vtes perfurrned AuQUSI 25 !lvough $eptember 8. 
2004 ¥0C.ll'ldthe Bel Fadrty 37 C- Penetrom~ter Test (CPT)OONlgS(CP'T-1 through cPT-7 Md CPT•tO through CPT-37} ~ lns1.1re<1 to 
obtain e ectronio SOI' OOl'VlQ logs .rid til c,oll!oGl se~ grouniwater safl'4) es Na SOI s.m,ples were w1ea-ed. Tne CPT bair,gs ~m.t.ted lo 
approxima:e ctepens of eo fe-e1 bgs ~ctH:.ter samples we!'@ subm.11.ed ti:>~ Trem Loocntooes ill -louston. T eicas for an.3. o1 Voes 
u5mg M~lhod 82(10 The grourdw:Jler fKlfl'laes ¥>'<!re also te-sted 1mng 1he Cole,- Te<: field sc:~rnlij n'IE'lhod to de~ne the accu.iey of die 
Co.or T ec nmhod to ; xed rabora:,ory anatysas. The oorrelaton w.u det1eITT11Md to bl! exc:et"tm A.n~cal results revealed Getl!'Cbl: ePCE. TCE, 
oce. a"ld VC oonoe"1trauons v».hin water samples collec:eo approxlma~ely 30 fe-et bgs n tile iff:et'oeddecl zone r,,eat the Sell facil ly Orie sample 
c:cCect.cl fromCPT-32 (south of Se0 IK.(055 Bar&/y Sbftt) wasd££cted .it a oep;h « .JWn:mn.tely 50 fe_e-1 bgs \1onr.i:irwe..st.M 7 tm:Jugh 
M-N-'d were insb;led b.lse<I o., ~e CPT inve51~bcn d.lta. 
EPA award«! a ~r,,,cal ass.isbnce gnm {TAG) to 1be Jones Ro.ad Coa;_"'t:on ftlf' Sal@ Dr.nldng Waler 

MJ)' 2004 quarterly grounawater ond tri!a:mer.l systHn Yll'i)tirg e~ent 
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M;iy17, ZOJ4 

Jure 3ll, 2CXH 

July 22. 2004 

~ g IF\rough V, 
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Au~202004 

AuQu5• :ie 2004 

$@~~ 22. 1004 

Oc:ooer 19, 2004 
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Event 

T~le1 
Clvonology of Site lnvestigauons and Significant Events 

Jones Road Groundwater Plume Federal Supetfund Site (SIJP075) 
Harris Ccxmtl,', Texas 

Stuw f>rosect Numbel- 137226 

5'l.rN' !illbm.t:@d Rflm«im Jrr.'@dJga.lHin • Wa:er V:@1/ lriwn.'oty Swvey, May 2:004 . The r@!>ort was pr-@p.neo to dorumeni inform:.Jtion ;iboot 
3CUIII! ot past dnnking .va!!!' !.OUl'CM l!Yough inteniews .,. • .ui 1ndrv!dua.s. and to S\.tlmit - CEO w~ "1Y@cr'10fY ' OIT'".S 'or iheit CXll1'4llrion and !'l!tl#n 

to the TCEO. 47 locabons wfi!'i! mdl.lid.d 111 lh.i Sl.S'YiiY and • summaiy ti~ of :he Wonna!lon W3s prepariid a.lor'lj w th an updated biiSE rw,p 
wi:h I! Wl!I locate~ and w;:i:er U5I! 51:JWS 

SNw subml:ed Ren-cedia/ lrr.edigation - Wafer V:eU lnr:pec5(:,M to Sl.f)PO(t Pfanning fot' Wcl!er ~el ~uremenl Colle-ction . The rl!$)Cl1 wa!. 
prepared iD vwfy Ille stal:us of :ie'ecl e.icmlng private w.al:er .,,sells 'Ill the Jcr es Road area. a,d to as!iEss the'< 00:enbal use as dab co ecuao 
pon-rts fa, w..ner lev measure~ li>e ~eport was i.lso pn,p.,red to 1!'va.ua;e tne we,,.s kw potanti · retro5t fw 'A-alier lellel me.uursnent 
DUl'DOSU. Field in..-.:ions 'A'@re ,-tanned on .line 15, 2004. 
Sil.YN submted Remed,a/ lrrved:kj.,llor) • Oa.ta Logger Ac..--exm,;nr to Stlpporl F'Jann•ng for Water Level ~nl Celled/on report. The 
report w .is prep.reo lo .ssus ard ev.atuat. 1h11 Y!.ab' ,ty of using da:i.1 ICJ!!lgeJ'5 :o ootain d,gnal wa:er 1..-.1 dat.i frorn v..tlif well$ ill lite JcnH 

Ro.:td are.s. TM "'""" '11so oomoared costs ond ~ s....,;6ca.bons al various dlff~ent dab 1nr,n!!r brands. 
August 2004 quarteffy ground'Nate< -'rid ,,.almert sys:em ~ , ng event. 

TC..S::O strl! co~ a@ seMCh!!s .:,nd colll!ct@d iOC.llb.ble v.3lerdnlli!B lo1,5 [1'1 the prnj@c:t i3re.l.. Well construdlon tnfllffl".silon Wa!ii dmrmin«I 
co be avalbble for arfy 30 to 40,. of the ""'='Is n I.he area lnl1ial recor$ search at putiic wats< supply {PWS) fil .s were perf01'1T1ed and tour 
geophywcal logs ·1,-ere locaied w1h a ~- to 3-mi!e radius of ;he Se! facilrty. Shaw conduct.ed • det::iled file relliew .nd corect.ed addilio<I..I 
g~ys;:cal logs .v10 hydn,;logic t@s1lng ~orma:ion assoaaepo wiin P#S -Ifs locatl!!d ,,dhin a 3-m:le rndius oi In!! Bell fxit,ty. 

Sil.Jw submttflJ 30 v ... "tlill'r..tat 0e ... a1apment A 1nrew cfrTI!i'fl5K)llal Y1s;wijz:.;ton made! ol the source a.Jea w..s prep,;.red b.Jsed on soil and 
9,"0Ufldwatl!I' dai Tiw p~ ot lh!! modi!! was to pn:r.,,de a 11isu,Ji,iz:a1ion m betler understand 111.e 5Pa!ial rl!!a5onships oi tne imp.ac!S to soi 
and <>mundwa~~. and pnwide, a s=E31 data Mt3~s tool to SUl'lOl'lM lh@ lli3nnina alfvhde lnvest:aaflons. 
Shaw submiled Remed.'4/ lrrvemgat;on - Gerreriiil Grolllr!'tt.rff (lrnKgar.c) QI.ably C#i.radenzal:lon illld ~_,, M.rr:h 2004 . The ptrpOSe 

of the~ was ;o ~rize gener ioorg.mic s,t)tlOdwill« quai:.-ty p.vomet;;-rs from 1eect moooar weJs Mid pov.:ite wJ!er -is. ruld 
3".50 to~ -~ qu.allty between ""~Is lo assess •...t-et!\6 the groundwater from different v.~1.s represe,,ted ihe s.3me, 9ft1.v. or dil'feeent 
wall!r- oe.ring \aWS to h&lp ~sen Iha Bit.ft and liXtam al CQl'l1.in'ln.11'11 mlgratlon. Grolrdwa:w wmples w- co:ti<:Ud ~ 3 monitcr v.~ 
and 15 prw.ne we!s. The groundwa:er ~ : !!'S were submhted for omlysis of fr"3.Jlll!S:.Ull. rtoo. c.:,ldum, Slldum. potassium. b:Jrim.. n10. 

bororl, cMoride alkaln ity, ni:rnle, sul•.s:e. total dissolved solio.s (TDSJ. tobl crv,11\lc carbon (TOC) phosphate, I11,olide, bdogic3' OJIY~n demand 
/BOOI. and c:he.mc.l owo11n dimand (COO}. 
Sn.3!'H m~ tng wi:h TCEQ. 0.scusvd pcep.tr:1~ of nups lo Als:trate- F'CE dtstr.bution in groondwa:er; Pfepar.llKR'I of an 1nve1t:ory of '11 repor..s 
~13:ed to ihe prcjeei. recarT'IT\endat,cns for the pendjng CP- inws!igation: drilling me!hod.s for in!.l.!Da:iO"l of me proposed dee;, montor wells. 
w.u.:e cbssl'ica!ion related to dee.p -..·ell msiabbcn; wa~er we, retrcdit for insta'laliofl ol da:a loggers; hydrol~lc data ga:nl!f1ng perfonned by 
TCEQ Sl\3w's key ptnonrel ID be assigned to tne Fu!l&Dil..iy Study proc,ess; ~ ~:ed :o !he water wd roolilS ,md CPT instajl.11ions: 
invMiJg3lion :it "Inch's G\ffll'. and starus of~ de:iverahles. 
The .,.1txas 0ep.Jtirnffll or Staie Hei3'ih Serlices ~rr.ed lite draft report on the assessment of tllE' Jor,es Road Grounowat11r Plume at a 
Comnt.ntv ,,...;inn_ 

~7cil 3 



Date 
Nlr<~ 2 lhrough 
Hi. 2004 
No\•ent:,ef 1 o. 2004 

Oe~S.2004 

J~20.2005 

Febnwy 7 through 16 
and March l. 2000 
f~ D.2005 

Februaty 17. ~005 

f~bruary 22. 20C5 

April 6 , ::!005 

000399 

EVl'nt 

Table 1 
Chronology of Site Investigations and Si_gnificant Events 

Jon~ Rc»d Groundwater PIWM federal Sv~und Site (SUP075) 
Harris County, Tex:as 

Sh:!w Proj!Cl Number 137226 

Novemhe< 2004 qu3rter1y groundw::i!er and treatment system samplng event. 

Sha·N subm!tled Remedial 111\!Mligabon • CPT; A~ 2004 to documeit ,.ie«I .lCt'lltes perorl11i?d ~ W d"'1lUgh 27. 200il TenCPT 
bon~s (CPHO lrrwgh CPT411) were lflStalled near the 1[lg02 Tower Oa s pn:lpE'rty and 10319 Barely lane, v."Nell was an area suspected 1o be 
a separa~ source o1 grot.ndw'1:e-r cont.3!rl;nahon (other than t 1 eno Jones Ro:u:I). Sat s.Jm4)1es W l!f'@ not oollecled :is a.an of ttn .nsessmeru. 
A!t coal!Cied gn)lllOwater SM'lples we/1! sub<ft.ned 1D Liberty Analytical 111 Cary. North Carolin.a as pan or;~ EPA Contma Labcra.:wy Program 
(CLP) All sample a:r.alyses ,.,...,,e ru, fof wjallfe organic comp011r ds ◄VOCs) us,,ng ttle ClP Method OLC031 In addition. field sc,-eening of 
grct.nd'xater samples ·er PCE was a!sc performed in the teld US111g the COior-Tee procedure. Resul:s of ?he laboraay SOO'A'i!d no PCE 
cencenif3.tons ..lbove tt,e conU'act required quarlitn!01'1 i mit (~QL). and lh.at addibona !OUrCe areas are no11 loc3ted n Che locati011$ 'A-1\ete 
~le:s wen, collecled.Bsa 
Sh.:a·N submted Interim~ for wea I-le.ti Retro.itlae.nout . Thi, t epon documenll!d WIXk per.onned by \~ Dtdl.tlg Serv..ces 1o Altrofrt 
fr.,. wa:er we..s to .1CCCll'Ml0date the l'ISta'lafion of presrn Im~ for electronic ~ter ,-1 ffll!.1Sl.ffffl!!nl puri:,c- ~'ical!y. ~ 
~port COCUITlfflted lil ~,.wprmnt removed 'rom th" _,, s. the amount of drop ptpe 1~ ed md the depth from sud.oe wtoeR ead"l pre'liSI.H 
transdw:er v.'.ll instn!@d. For uch 'A-ell. 'WeDco n.movl!d 1h@oisf.ng prodUClion pipe; 11id@o lap@rl !he inside ct t!',.e welf5, mn natllrail g:unrru 
9eophys.cal logs 10 assess the 1n:Egrity of ihe wm and to determil"'! m. iCfffMd tn:e:va~'tota. depths: 1rst.a, ec1 oc,e.i1c!, diane:icr PVC drop 
1ube5; instil ed pressure 1ransducer5 throlclh the drop tubes; and 1ns1ii/ ed new 'A'WI c.ips. 

M.1,m SWw)' ASSOCU!M tr,,e 1-!oust:on. Texas peffcnMd a surw:y of pos lion al'Cf top--of-"IJ e'EY.ilions of rw,e pnv:12 -its Md ITIDOotor 
we• s MN.fi thircuoh ,._f.'l'-Q. f •1.irtin .Jso ollriomwd ,. "'""""' cf Ci'T-40 ,M>1;Gh <:Q locaw. 
F!bnilry 20Ci5 quaneny groundwarer and tre3trn@nt sys~m s.3mpi.,11 f:Vf!n!. 

M.um Survey As50a.1tn. tr,c. updil;ed 1ht! swwy maps.'lbta by ~ng tne lccatons iJnd loo-of-c:.1S.n9 tievabons af deep l'l'IO'lllDr wels A l'N-10 
through MW- LP. f'rev.01.ls exlst.rg -~ da!3 ind<1ded loea!loos and e!evailoos of shxlow monitor well$ ,.rN.a lhrough M1N-9, CPT borings 
CPT-40 tlvouah Cf'T-4Q, and 1111le DRVate w:11:erwells In the o;aneral study area 
5na'N submt@d 2-0imensi«\al and J.-Oimensi0113f fig,.res for August2004 grouncttY:r..!!r samplng resulls. 

ShG'N sutrnrt:ed Frrot Thn!e-M!mlh Water LEwl IAea:mnng Event Repon, January 1005 The rep<rrt sumrri.1ra~ wa:er lewl eli!'Y.:itmn 1fab 
cd.ected r-,,m er~lc l)('l!S'!iUfl! tr.1t1sduce-s 11nstalted ,n five waU!r wells compieted within me Ct);eot Aq\AIH The purpose of ihe .ove~lOn 
w.n co dEtermne 1hit effecn of pnv.:i:!e well pump..-. cm the aquifer; obseNe seasonal impat:t on gnu,,cttYater twe:,: and d&:!Emline 1he 
;ro,mdw3re, 11ow dlreo:ion ood graderrl w,tnin the Chloot Aqufer. The ~ "A~e in!Wed ~ the period fn:m Ootot.H 4 ttl(ough 
Now!TICE'f 18, :!JO.I a.nd were programmed to coiled corlinuous ~ A·.a~r elevation datil on 15 rn.nu:c ln1ervafs. The d.11.a •111-ere r~ed 
through J.300.ary 4. 2005. and rewale:! that the Chico~ aquifer is very prcl:fic and ~rg. a~ ~essu-e. and r,amt35 hru; !ilt!e e:ffea 
upon w~ 11!11els The general groun<t..l.lter flow di,-wu detennln,e,d to oe scl.ilh. 
Dunng a Pfl)1~Cl ~~ ~l'A,:en ,CEO .Jl'!d Shaw E&J, 11 was decided ID inslaD r.ne deep moni':DI' wel s in 1he Chicot aqui•2r and one deep 
mc"'li-.gr 111 the Ev.mg e aqui'E1'. 
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Event 

Ta.ble1 
Chn:mology o r Site lnvesugations 3nd Significant Events 

J-Road Groundwatef' Plume Federal Superfund Site (SUP075) 
Harris County, Tl!Xas 

St\aw Project Number 137226 

Sha•N subnrtred FirtaJ Gf'oulld"ate, Sevat,CX'I Dara Repo,t, Oc/'Obe< 200-I - AuglJ$l 2005. The ,epon summanzed waw le\le elevaboo daia 
dectrd from efi!ctroruc pn!s,-ure lrii.llsducers Pl five w..!Hwi!lls This repc.-twas .J 00n:i11U.1:ian ol lh-e inwst,g;a'jgn ~ 111 Fm 1nf"ff
Monfh Watl"T ~V@/ MM~uring EYMI Repor~ Januil!)' 2005 (Shaw. February 22. 2006). wifh lhe ufend@d invMfga.iion per.od Oe10her ~ 
through Al.Oust 2005. 51,,gl\'i water le-~ elev.won changes 1~t the year weie SUSj:ected lo be re .a~d to 1)1.fflplr,g clema<ld ~ 11\e 

il(IIA,'e< dunng µE;.k use se.lSClfm (summer) and len IIS& se;J:SQns 1wim..r) Grou,~r fiow din.dion re=etj undunged to toe 5-Wih. wtth an 
avers _ roundlvar« di@n! of 0.01 1032 'ootffoot_ 
lnst.1lli@d d~p nedacemem m01"torv.-e-ll r,;rN-llR al"lddee,pmonitor~~ MW-19 The screen for monitor well MW-11R was instill~ mirn 249 to 
?!Ill reei s. ard 1he screen for monitor~ MN-IQ wa:s irsi.JJ' i!d Iron 240 to 200 feet s. 
N~1' 20C5 ~ly ground.va~er and l"eaiment systffll umping event. 

Sha•N re<:etYed a..ithonzat ,cn frcm Hanis Cour'lly b const'UCC a t~ty water line ,n L'le ro3d rig•u-oi......,3y tram 
tvi a lie.ton fer gons:naio'l WiiS .ubmflwd st.aw 01> Jaou., 31 2008. 

We.loo ~ rnsb~!!d .1 t@mj)Ol'ary wa:I!< line from 1J waiH wel at to 
a1 became ino erable arid tt-.e owner was not alo-.,,'ed ti, 111Stall a new we 

Sha.'.N subm.tted Chicot Monitor We/1 /Malarion R~. July - f,,'o;lember 2005 . .... ~ clocumene<I the ins:a l()ft of 10 d@@f> moMor •1,--effs MW-
10 bough MW-• g Mo'1i1ar we- i .. rN-10. M'tH • R. M'N-12 through f.rN- ta. MW-t8, ,1no MW-19 were In~~ .... 1hln the Ch<c:ot Aqutu. 
11.IO'lr.cr wt!t MN-17 w;u irs.ated wr-ihin !tu! upper portion of tnl! Eva:'lQ@lin@ Aquifer TM wels 'A'!!n! insbhd d!.lli:ng irr.enntl!11t penods from 
J I! ~ !h ti NOYember 3, Xl06. 
Sn.1·iw Mbm:t:ed Or.II Remectat lnvHbgiihon Repat The report surnrn.nzed 1nvesbgalJons per'onned 10 cl.fe .t the sl:e and ickrn:.hid uveral 
d.1ta gaps. Tn!! d1"311 ~ was "°" ~ . and adai)on.JI ~ms W¥!fl! perlormed folowtng submt!al d the dr.l't dooument pmmpbng 
prep3ta:ion of a second (revised) Reme<lal fr1Yesfigalion Report ·.,, 2008 
II. b y 200e: q11.;rl.;rty grounc!Water and iraaJmefit sysl@m SilfTIPli~ ~v-em.. 

AUGUs1 2006 -MY groundWater and 11'@.Jtment S)"S'.effl S31'11)11ng event. 

Snaw subm:t@d 2006 .Aoo'8XIUll1 to the Fl@ld SeJT',Dling Plan, .Juiy 2006 Th@ AdC1!'ncfum FEid Sall'4lffll1 P!oo (FSP) present@d !n@ oodi.ion31 
reqttnme!lts Md p,ocect.JreS for Jm.:iahE.on of ooe Chicot mon.lDring well u~ng rttosonic driliig. and onslallat.on at rur-.e ge<iprot>e !.DI ~s. 

Pa?J !O af 13 



Date 
September 1 :?Ooe 

November 6 lhrnugt, 
H5. 200C 
December 22. 2000 

Janva,y 24. :l007 

Feb<uary 6 ltvougn 10:. 
2007 
February 12. 2007 

May2 2007 

M.ly3. 2007 

M""f 7 through : fl. 
20J7 
M..,, 16. 2007 

000402 

Event 

Tilble 1 
Chro™>logy of S~ lnvl!'Siigat.ions and Significant EV@t'lts 

Jones Ro.ld Groundwater Plume Federal Suptf'fuld Site (SUP075) 
HlllTis Counti,, Texas 

Sh.aw Proj~t Numb« 13n2s 

Wa1F;f'( well ai 11234 Jone!. Road was ~ed b~ Wellc:o Orir ng ~Ice and di:iermined to need a pl.fl¥) re~. 

Novemtler 2006 quarterly groundwater Mid tre~t system ~ f!Venl 

Tre Pll"l> .ind .mc,bry e<MIJITlffl m the 'Nater well al 11234 Jor,es Rrod repbneo 

sriaw sub<n"tted Jufy '2006 Geop,TJbe lnvee:igabon Fonner Be/J Ory Cleaner Prcpe,ty, 11600 Jonea F?O¥J docu~og the irr51.i'lation of ,,.ne 
DPT borings {GP-1A hough GP-PA) 1D dep;ths of apµrol0m3tely 50 fEEl t:1,s Seti a;oo w-oondw;;~er s~les were coftec:ed !or analys:is of PCE. 
Tr.!' higliest PCE conoe,ntra:ions •Ne!e det.."'CL<>d .n soil in borings GP-2A and GP-2A behlnd me fotmer dry ~aning f.Klilny (-iear 1he bad-. doo, M 

e,!t,cer side or lhe .....,.,c sv~ r~e PCE coocen:ralions mcnased wii:h Mtlin, 
Febnary 2007 qt.3~rly groun:lwaIS" MIO 1r@.mr,;;ni sysi,;m SYllJlMQ ..vent. 

Shaw submttad TrH!oibll:ty Sludy Wa.1c Plan for conducting a be.'lch-scale treal.ibllity stu0'f for the site Tt--,e purpose of 1M work pi.n was to 
~scnbe reml!OJill tl!Chnologies and medlodologies for trutabny 5tucftes that~ be ~ for Ul-5hu rernecution of v oes a1 soil and 
ground'Nate!. The 'Mlrk plan Pfl!$E1'1led lteaiment opflons USltlQ ~ated persufa:le in-slhl c:hemcal ox,dat,on (ISCO). pot:iss!UITI pem,3ng¥13!e 
ISCO. boo-stmulabon. l!io.:iugmeniaton. ru,d aoiote b'ea1ml!!lt usang zero V3lent iron. 

Stl.iw subm;tted Alie~ Wefl ln:.taJ,~. Fonner Bell Ory C!Hllf.'r Prape,:ty 116CO JoM$ Ro.,d d~-ng •~ ed il1Wl\'ls to insbD a dftp 
moni~ well in 1h!! soun:e ar-e.3 in ..h.Jly 200n. The wd w.3s propo~ to d@termine 1M meru and conoenlnt.ens of PCE in sol and g,cun~N:ller 
belaN the :SOlllt'Ce aru and to provide a well foc futur.. monl:or.ng. appUca:lo.-i of tre3tmffl1 ~agents. or to prov~ a grounctwaw w1hdt.wal ~nt 
foe EOrac:ion ,md n;iunent oi groundw3ter. The or1gin.3! Dian was ,o ir!Wll a •well iD a depih o1 a:Jll)rOXIITI3:ely 320 fut bgs. HCYn--ewr !he 
dnffir,g method {Ratosonic) 'A'.'IS not suooessfuldue i-od1il pipe faklre dunng aitempted nsbll.a~ c:4 well RS-1 (107 ~ bgs total depth), and 
RS-2 (1>7 til bgs tot.. diplh). Soil s..mp!es ""~e 0011.rcted bu:£ wata- sa~es were no:. PCE was d,.t.cled 1.r1 s..mplti lo ii dep:h af 82 fe,.t 
bgs. with the highH1 ocmc@flll'll:ions M~:.0 m 45 ~f!t bgs. No PCE WM d@tffled ~tv.Hn 82 -ffl bgs and 107 fffl bgs (m:'31 dep:h ex 
invffliga:loi, l HO"~ heat g,e,,,erated OUfir,g do, "'II "'.J'I ha~ fil:M!rai~ voes from tne ~ w,r;plff. No dens~ no~ous PN5e liquid 
(DNAPL) 'l\'..JS deteded aurinu the u mpln.i evenl 

TCEO commur, ty meet:ng slide ~resent3:IOn. 

11.t.Jy 2007 quarte!1y gro..ndwater and trec.11rner.l system ~llrg e¥ent. 

l!!Ee pu,,w conoc1clof 1ubing was relllDVii'd and ripbcied w.:h F'VC oooduetor tubl~ m t,,,e WJ:iil" YA: I loc.:l:ed ;rt 

5:eel Uling W:lS corroded and had 3 nicks-sZ@!! ho~ In ooe of the h..hing J(lll'tls. Th@ old tuhng W.1:5 sub~ disflo~ 
af:er confirmation nnsa:~ san-or.na. 

P~11dll3 



Date 
July 20. '.D:!7 

Augu!ii 7 trrouit, 13. 
2007 
Oculber4. 2007 

De-~ 16. 2007 

l"ovembtr"5 llvougt"I 
14, 2007 
'"°"ember 12. 2007 

DttM'lbtt 11 & 12, 
2007 

Dl!Cernber 13, 2007 

De<:(tmoeJ 17, '2!)(11 

February 4 dv'oug,, lJ. 
zoos 
Februa;y 5. 2008 

M.3y ~ l:h~,-. ,~. 
2008 
May 15. 2008 

000403 

Event 

Table 1 
Chronology of Slte lnvesligoiltlons aind Significant Ewnts 

Jontt R~ Groundw.ll f:f" Plume Federal Superfwid Site (SUP075) 
Harris County, Texas 

Shaw Proj.ct Numbs 137226 

Sh.!·N subtM:ed Vapor fniruoon S!udy Wm Plan for ~ming '3 v:3por intn.J§ion s:udy at the fo:rm@r Seti :iry C~ ~ at 1 lf!CO Jooes 
Road ~ work ol.ltl p~ col~ of !\YO amblcl!nl all' ,,a.po, sa,,,ples w:lt\in the torml!r dry clea!'llng faci::ty. and coll~ of :wo s~slab 
v=nr samn'n from two :.rallaN 5Gil bNvvK inml eel 1rT1mE.dlat..iv below the r.icill:v f'ocr 
August 2007 quarlerly grou,dw:d@r .:Jnd tr..ilimErt sys:em s..mpling ~ 

S)\a-N wt,,n,t:e<I JR 11600 Pre-Oe:tql t1fomla00n ..,,;,ic:h il1'dude<I ~ ~w re;,on. fi~~ r101e-s. wate, nc,,., cl.lgram, ~~ re.ldll'IQS tJke-n Auigust ~ 
10. 2007. phl>:ographlc documel"'.a!l0!1 of ~.e pub[ic wa~ s.upply sys~. ~"Id hiso:oneal analytcal resi..'ls for the wa:er we 11>ea:ed at 11 aoo 
Jones Road. 
Sl\aw sub-nted Fm.JI TTPatabm/y ~pan documenting a b@-ich•sca:e na:rnent stuoy pef0011t!d on ~!!ci soil and groundwa;er ~s 
~ cL"'<f a! the t 1500 JonM RMCI w. "711!! S'tudlf • neluded ~fj-ol lSC:O. bio-sfim.Lr.ion/bioaugme~ion. and ahid!ie lrMlm!!nt UYag 
nnH.Hnl .ron. The st.ic,y coricM!e<I lhat ISCO using pocass1un ~~• WOYld be mo.st ec~ ve fo, remcr,•11·,g SOU-'0e a:u PCE. al'ld 
1h..t bio-~mul.ibcn'b10;JUQITT~ ceuld 1w uwd 1D tram de.per ~s 

Noverr-ber 2007 qu.wtefty groul'dw3:l!'I' and tru1mem sy5tem S3mplllg ewnt. 

Sh3"N subrn<t:e<I Deep Monitor Wei~ Md Rada/I Oalc1 repo,t •..+lien doo.JmentEd al-~mate-,Nffk grounct-1,•aler g,a&JGing of te1'I deep 
monr.cr we!s in :he Jo,e:. R~ ..re.i dl.nOll :he nw:in:hs of \larch tm>ugh August 2007. The rellQl't also documeritea rmill data from a local 
r;,.in'ar data ool@Clion station dunno the monlhs or .b:no .. :irv 2006 lhrouiil A~mt 2007 
J.leelng in Au5lln. TU3s b@jw~ Sh3w. TCEO. USGS. Mid EPA llO de5~ lh@ Remedial l1111~g3f:.on OutliM 3nd li~ inslalla6on of~ 
area mO<"IJ!Cr' . p lot-sc..Je i:reatrre_ni s1udy. vapor irl1~ study. baseline nsk asl.essment. pOSI wate,llne groundwa:er monclOring_. 
I p,eoar~ion of II Q;)lf)CElll!J;il s-te mocieJ (~1). ar:d omundN;i~er modebrnl 
S.t,; w-llk by Sluw to deiennm po:ential IOC3liom. lot ~ a piot study Md for ins!.111:m>n of sol.ft@ ;,.re.:i mon..1111 •-~s. 

Shaw :.ubmlt.ed a memo GrcNndwiite- Mode( Requ,r,,,a P..rame:e~ ttia! .dentfed cnput ~""'5 reqwed to con:.:ruc:. c..,u-ate, cno run ;i 
arcuru:lwa~ flow ano traru.oort mod£1 for tnie Jc.res Ro:xf si:;; 
i-l!tltwry 2008 quarterly grounctwa:er ano tre31ment system =plin; event 

WL Conshic6cn perfom.ed a soil investlga.10ll b the EPA to identify potetlhal coo:~liorl exposure to ... -or1-ers th..t mig nt be er.courrte£ed 
~ install.atioo oi the 1113:er lne. Soil s:imp:es were collected iu 3 loca1ions at a dep1h of 16 ffft bogs. n«ll't t1nd SiOUlh oi lh!! ee:. tacil.iy stonn 
drain outfal ' results irdica:ed no deL-ct3ble voes. No form.a reoort has nee11 isSUl!d. 

M.:ry 2008 quGrterly ground"Nater .-nd ~lmef\t sysh!ffl sam:illng ewnL 

TCE0 corrmumy l!lfftng sliGe ;,re:senta::ion. 



Date 
May :?Q, 2008 

Jooee.2005 

JIJM 11 2008 

~2~ .2008 

July2◄• 200e 

Augv:.1111, 2008 

Al.,g1.>st 28. WJS 

August ~I>. 2008 

Augusl 211. 2008 

No\lM'lber.200S 

Ftbf\wy.2009 

April 1!:>,200Q 

.lulyS.:?OOI! 

000394 

Table 1 
Chronology of Site lnvesog,1tions and Significant Events 

Jones Road GIOundwau,· Plume FedHal Superfund Site (SUP075) 
Hams C()unty, Te11as 

Shaw Pro1ect Nurnllff 137226 

EvMt 
Slww submt ed Sot.WW Arn Conr;ep.'IJa! ~ Model The CSM i::resen:Ed g-oss se«icins ltvough 1he so1S0e area. ~:ng the slbsur-ace 
ldhology ood ats:ribufian of contaminants n;;ac me former Sell f.mility_ ne CSM supports prev;ot;s theories of dcJMnward rrigranon of NAP!.. 
benealh !he 8e1 f.acortv. witl'I d~slon of cf,s5Q111eCHlh¥." PCE wilhln lhe .-meab:e s.1nd aoo 5111 zones. 
Srlaw submted R£,.,;;,ect Drillt ~l.,t T £:ii Wcnc Plan Thi wort pl_an llY:lned .reat=2 te0tl~-es ol tn-srtiJ aiilfllt0ilJ oxld.ifian u~in,g iOdlum 
pert'flM>ll.YI.T.e. ;ind 111-'!i!U bioaU11n11!<11atxm in ""'° loe!flons wJthrn f!le sou~ arn , 111 ~pd,:s llppnmr!U~y 22 lo 37 !ffl bgs. The wotil P"ao 
a!so described f;e,!d methods IO lml>'ffllfflt them in two treatrnen: sluc:Ges 
Shaw submit:id Di3ign lrtMTliiboll - TCEQ Sma/1 Public W;:er S¢em (f'\.-VSJ T~ report dow'ni"'lled an eng>nHred ckslgn of Ute prcpos.ed 
GAC f; lrabon .....t-m to b@ mstalloed at 11000 Jones R03Cl. 
&\;iw submrl'.ed CiroundWa!erModel JdffltJfic.Jbon R~. 

Snaw submit:ed a V,1p0r tmn,=n S.'UOY. The P\.rl>OH or the study w.» m d£ermiM d ODmJHted ~s) uisi for inrrusiO!l of v.IP01"S iD 
wotkel,, .n the Cypress Shopolng Cen:N (from 1he Bel f.acr.ty). and ii irdoor vapors would pos an inaooeptib: e risk of chmnoe Ma.':h el!ecls due 
to long,>:em exposura 2 indoor ar- a-oo 2 ~ ab .u !MIIT..,tes weTE! oollected. Re1-u.ts exceeded OSWER Tier II Lvget cxinoer 'n1Klns for PCE 
and TCE.. 1he report ooncludeo d'I.Jt !he u p.llhw;J)' is complete.. but it-,ro tM muslftd concen:mions did not pose 11n unacctpbbit M.allh nsk 
lowork!!'fS. 
Shaw comp:eted c:cr'ISVU~on al a c:omprehenS111e dal.base of s.00 ~ Ql'l)Undwa,Er da1.1 for the sita. 

Snaw sub!nited a Remt!dal J~gat,on P.~t 

Srlaw submit:ed .:t R~!lflal Conc@ptuaf Sm? /.Aod,& 

St.aw submtled a Sa,:,eline R.·ck Aq,.,r-;imenf Repc,,t. 

1/1/Me- 'W1~ COft!.INct:on ~ ~ed. 

First post 'i\\lter fine groundwmr saml)l.ng ewni. 

S.-.a·H subrrlt:ed a F~ Re-nett.a lnvesbgallon Report. 

St\;iw submited Simple ~ Zone M!7dellng . 
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TABLE2 

QUARTERLY PCE GROUNDWATER SAMPLING RESULTS 
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(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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Table 3 
Indoor Vapor Concentrations of PCE and Degrad:ation Products 

Jones Road Superfuod Site 
Houston, Texas 

Indoor (Ambient) PCE TCE 
cis-1,2- trans-1,2-

Sampling Location (ug/m3) (ug/m3) 
• DC:E DCE 
(u2/nn3) (u2/m3) 

West Sump 9.5 1.7 I "'I . I <0.79 

Center Room 14 1.8 1.8 <0.79 

Screening Value 
(Shaw, 2008b; 8.1 0.22 35 70 

EPA, 2002) 
Designate as Designate as Exclude Exclude 

Determination a COPC for a COPC for from from 
BLRA BLRA BLRA BLRA 

vc 
(ug/m3

) 

<0.5 1 

<0.51 

2.8 

Exclude 
from 

BLRA 



Table 4 
Comparison of Groundwater Concentrations to Regulatory Screening Values (MCLs) 

Jones Road Superfund Site 
Houston, Texas 

COPCin MCL 
Groundwater (ug/L) Determination 

PCE 5 Designate as a COC 

TCE 5 Designate as a COC 

vc 2 Designate as a COC 

000414 



Scenario Medium Exposure Elcposure 

Timerrame Medium Point 

Current/Future Ground Ground Water 1apwater 

Water 

000415 

TABLES 

SELECTION OF EXPOSURE PATHWAYS 

JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

Receptor Receptor Elcposure Type of 
Population Age Route Analysis 

Kesident ""ult Ingestion Quantitative for 
Anticipated 

Private Sources 

Inhalation Quantitative 

Dermal None 

Child Ingestion Quantitative 

Inhalation Quantitative 

Dermal None 

Indoor Worker Adult Ingestion Quantitative 

Inhalation Quantitative 

Dermal None 

Rationale for Selection or Exclusion 
of Elcposure Pathway 

Elcposures to groundwater from private wells at residences not 
anticipated to receive municipal water are considered complete. 
Some residences wiU be supplied with municipal water. and any 
alfected city well would be out of service until remediated. 

Exposure to indoor vapors assumed complete. 

Intake of volatile compounds through dennal e1CpOSure during 
showering is assumed to be less than by ingestion and inhalation 
pathways based on reduced frequency and duration or exposure 
and by reduced contact with skin surface through volatilization. 

Exposures to groundwater from private wells at residences not 
anticipated to receive municipal water are considered complete. 
Some residences will be supplied with municipal water. and any 
alfected city well would be out or service until remediated. 

Exposure to Indoor vapors assumed complete. 

Intake of volatile compounds through dermal exposure during 
showering is assumed to be less than by ingestion and inhalation 
pathways based on reduced frequency and duration of exposure 
and by reduced contact with skin suiface through volatilization. 

Pathway excluded; municipal water is supplied to area businesses, 
and any affected city well would be out of service until remediated. 

Pathway eitcluded for some residences who will be supplied with 
municipal water, and any affected city well would be out of service 
until remediated. Exposures lo groundwater from private wens at 
residences not anticipated to receive municipal water are 
considered complete. 

Pathway excluded; the indoor wonter is not e,tpected to engage in 
activity that would result in substantial dermal contact (showering. 
etc.). 



Scenario Medium Exposure Exposure 
TIITll!lrame Medium Point 

CUll'llnl/Future Ground Air (via vap0t Indoor Air 
Water inlrusion) 

000416 

TABLE 6 

SELECTION OF EXPOSURE PATHWAYS 

JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

Receptor Receptor Exposure Type of 
Population Age Route Analysis 

Resident Adult Inhalation Quantitative 

Child Inhalation Quantitative 

Indoor Worker Adult Inhalation Quantitative 

Rationale for Seledion or E,cclusion 
of Exposure Pathway 

Indoor air concentrations were detected and measured. 

Indoor air concentrations were deleded and measured. 

Indoor air concentrations were deleded and measured. 



TASLE7 

OCCURRENCE, DISTRIBUTION, ANO SELECTION OF CHEMICALS OF POTENTIAL CONCERN 

JONES ROAD SUPERFUNO SITE 

Scenario Timeframe: Current-Future 

Medium: Ground Water 

Exposure Medium: Ground Water 

Expos~e Chemical Minimum 

Point Conoenlralion 

ap Water T etraeh!oroelhylene 

Tric:hloroethytene 
Vinyl Chloride 

Footnote Instructions: 

(Qualifier) 

(1) 

0.056U 
0.04U 
0.11 U 

Maximum 

Concentration 

(Qualifier) 
1) 

110 = 
5.7, 10 U 
4.5. 10 U 

Units 

ug/L 

ug/l. 
ug/1. 

Localion 

of Maximum 

Concentration 

(1) (=) = Analytical result is valid with no QC qualifiers. 
(2) Highest detected value for the data set 
(3) Specify source(s) for the "Background Value". 

Detection 

Frequency 

NA 

NA 
NA 

Range of 

Detection 
Limits 

0.5 • 10 

0.5-10 

0.5 • 10 

Concentralion 

Used lot 
Scteening 

(2) 

110 

5.7, 10 U 
4.5, 10U 

Background 

Value 

(3) 

NA 

NA 
NA 

Screening 

Toxicity Value 

(N/C) 

(4) 

0.43C 
0.028C 
0.ot5C 

Potential 

ARAR/TBC 
Value 

5 

5 
2 

(4) EPA Region 6 Medium-Specific Screening Levels (January 2004); risk = 1 E-06, hazard = 1: N/C • non-carcinogenic or carcinogenic 
(5) (ASTV) = Above screening toxicity value 

000417 

(MCL) - Maximum Contaminant Level specified in the Safe 

(6) • = Refer to Feasiblity Study for locations 

Potential 

ARAR/TBC 

Source 
(5) 

MCL 

MCL 
MCL 

COPC 
Flag 

(YIN) 

y 
y 

y 

Rationale for 

Selection or 

Deletion 
(5) 

ASTV 
ASTV 

ASTV 
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Scenarfo Timeframe: Current/Future 

Medium: Ground Water 

Exposure Medium: t,;r (via Vapor Intrusion) 

Exposure Chemical Mtnimum 

Point Concentratrcn 

(Qualifier) 

(1) 

West Sump, T etrachloroethylene 9.5 
Center Room Trictlloroethylene 1.7 

cis-1,2-0lchlcroethene 1.7 

trans-1,2-0ichloroether 0.79U 

V"1yl Chloride 0.51 U 

TABLES 

OCCURRENCE, DISTRIBUTION, AND SELECTION OF CHEMICALS OF POTENTIAL CONCERN 
JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

Maximum Un~s Location Detection Range of Concentration Background Screening 

Concentration of Maximum Frequency Detection Used tor Value Toxicity Value 

(Qualiflef) Concentration Limits Screening (N/C) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

14.0 uglm' Center Room 212 1.4-1.4 14.0 NIA 8.1 C 

1.8 ug/m3 Center Room 212 1.1 - 1.1 1.8 NIA 0.022 C 

1.8 uglm' Center Room 212 0.79-0.79 1.8 NIA 35N 

0.79U ug/m3 Cen1erRoom 0/2 0.79-0.79 0.8 NIA 70N 

0.51 U uglm' Center Room 0/2 0.51-<l.51 0.51 NIA 2.8C 

Potential Potential COPC Rationale for 

ARARITBC ARARITBC Flag Selection or 

Valoo Source (YIN) Deletion 

(5) (6) 

EPA, 2002 y ASlV 

EPA, 2002 y ASlV 

EPA, 2002 N BSlV 

EPA, 2002 N BSlV 

EPA, 2002 N ASlV 
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Scenario Timeframe: CurrenVFuture 

Medium: Ground Water 

Exposure Medium: Ground Water 

Exposure Point 

Tap Water 

Footnotes: 

Chemical of 
Potential Concern 

Tetrachloroethylene 

Trichloroethylene 
Vinyl Chloride 

Units 

ug/L 

Arithmetic 
Mean 

(1) (=)=Analytical result is valid with no QC qualifiers. 

(2) See Appendix B in BLRA 2008 (Shaw, 2008c) 

TABLE9 

EXPOSURE POINT CONCENTRATION SUMMARY 

REASONABLE MAXIMUM EXPOSURE 

JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

Maximum 

UCL 
(Distribution) 

Concentration Exposure Point Concentration 
(Qualifier) ,1----V-a_l_ue----.---U-n_i_ts---.----S-ta-tis-li-.c-----.----R-a-t-io-n-al-e----;r 

(1) 

3.71E+00 

6.63E-01 

614E-01 

Bootstrap 

Bootstrap 

Bootstrap 



Scenario Timeframe: CunenVF uture 

Medium: Ground Water 

Expo,ure Medium: Air (via Vapof lnllusion) 

Exposure Point Chemical of 
Potential Concern 

~nterRoom If etrachJO(oethytene 

!Trichloroethytene 

Mnyt Chloride 

000420 

Units Arithmetic 
Mean 

ug/m' . 
ug1m• 
ug/m• . 

TABLE10 

EXPOSURE POINT CONCENTRATION SUMMARY 

REASONABLE MAXIMUM EXPOSURE 

JONES ROAD SUPERfUND SITE 

Maximum I 
UCL Concentration 

(Oislribution) (Qualifier) Value 

14.0 14.0 
. 1.8 1.8 

0.51 0.51 

I 
Exposure Point Concentration 

UnilS Statistic Rationale 

uglm' max 1 sample point 

uglm' max 1 ,ample point 
ugtm• max 1 sample ooint 
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Scenario Tlmeframe: Futun! 
Medium: Ground Water 
Elcposure Medium: Glaund Water 

Elcposunt~ Rec:8ptor Populatian 

Ingestion Re-

Footnote lnslrudfons: 

Receptor Age 

Allull 

Child 

TABLE11 

VALUES USED FOR DAILY INTAKE CALCULATIONS 

REASONABLE MAXIMUM EXPOSURE 

JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

ExpoS1118 Paint Perameter Parameter Definillon 
Code 

Tapwater IRw lngestian Rate of W-

IRWadj Age-adjulled Ingestion Rate 
MF Maclilylng Factor 
EF Elcposure Fn,quencv 
ED Elcposure Duration 
BW BadyWeighl 
ATC Averaging Time· carcinogen 

ATnc Averaging Time -~ 
TapW.ler IRw Ingestion Rate of water 

MF Modifying Factor 
EF Elcposure Frequency 
ED ExpoSlll8 Dunltlon 

BW BodyWeight 

ATc Averaging Tana· carcinogen 

ATnc Averaging Tlme • nan-carc:inOgen 

(1) Refer to Section 3,6 of Ille HHRA larinlannation regarding modeled intake development. 

(2) Relor to Relertce Sadlon of 1he Record Of Decision for infonnallon ragardJng l1ltionale/reference. 

Value Units Rational lmake Equation/ 
Refenlnce(21 ModelName 

(1) 

2 1./day EPA. 1997 
1.1 L-yearlkg-day EPA.1991b 

0.001 mg/Ug EPA.1989 
350 days/year EPA. 1991b 
30 years EPA.1989 lnlake ftam Bit1h (c:an:inagen) 0 

70 kg EPA.1989 Ee!: 11 llmi!!li a ME I! EE 
25550 days EPA, 1989 fl«c 

10950 davs EPA.1989 

1 1./day EPA.1997 
0.001 mg/Ilg EPA.1989 

3SO clays/yea< EPA. 1991b h1late (oouca,auogen) (adult or dlildl , 
6 years EPA.1989 IRw•MF11EEl!EC! 
15 kg EPA.1989 BWxAlnc 

25550 days EPA.1989 

2190 - EPA. 1989 
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Samano rimeframe: CUfl'ellt/Fulure 

Medrum: G«rund Water 

Exposure Medium: /lJt (via vapor intrusion) 

EX!)Osure Route Receptor Population 

Inhalation Resident 

Wof1<er 

Footnote lnstrucllons: 

Receptor Age 

Resident 

Chtld 

Adult 

TABLE12 RME 

VALUES USED FOR DAILY INTAKE CALCULATIONS 

REASONABLE MAXIMUM EXPOSURE 

Exposuro Poinl 

Indoor Air 

Indoor Air 

Indoor AA 

JONES ROAD SUPERFUNO SITE 

Parameter 
Code 

lnhR 

lnhRadj 

MF 

EF 

ED 

BW 

ATc 

ATnc 

lnhR 

MF 

EF 

ED 

BW 

ATc 

ATnc 

lnhR 

MF 

EF 

ED 

BW 

ATc 

ATnc 

Parameler OeftniUon 

Inhalation Rate 

Age-adjusted lnt\alation Raio 

Moddying Factor 

Exposurn Frequency 

Exposurn Duration 

Body Weight 

Averaging Time - carcmogen 

Averaging Timo - non-can:mogen 

Inhalation Rato 

Modifying F acior 

Exposure Frequency 

Exposure Durallon 

Body Weight 

Averaging Time - cartinogon 

Averaging Time - non-can:mogen 

Inhalation Raio 

Modifying Factor 

Exposurn Frequcm:y 

Exposure Duration 

Body Weigh! 

Averaging nme • carcinogen 

Averaging Time - non-caranogen 

(1) Refer IO Refence Sectlon al the Record al Oecision fw inlwmahon •"!lll•ding 1aliollal8/Iefer&l1C8. 

Value unns 

20 mJ/day 

11 m3-yr/kg-d 
0.001 mg/Ug 

350 days/year 

30 years 

70 kg 

25550 days 

10950 days 

10 mJ/day 

0.001 mg/ug 

350 days/year 

6 year.; 

15 kg 

25550 days 

2190 days 

13 mJ/day 

0.001 mg/ug 

250 days/year 

25 years 

70 kg 
25550 days 

9125 days 

Rationale/ 
Rofcrence ( 1) 

EPA, 1991b 

EPA, 1991b 

EPA. 1989 

EPA. 1991b 

EPA. 1989 

EPA. 1989 

EPA. 1989 

EPA, 1989 

EPA. 2002 

EPA. 1989 

EPA, 1991b 

EPA, 1991b 

EPA, 1991b 

EPA. 1989 

EPA, 11189 

EPA, 1997 

EPA. 1989 

EPA. 19111b 

EPA, 1991b 

EPA, 1989 

EPA, 1989 

EPA, 1989 

Intake Equallon/ 
Model Name 

lnlake from Birth (caranogen) = 
EPC x lnhRadj x MF x EF 

Ale 

Intake (noncartinogen) (adult er 
child)" 

lnhR x MF X EF X ED 

BWxATc(orATnc) 

Adult lntal<e (cartinogen er 
noncan:inogen) = 

lnhRx MF x !;F x ED 

BW X ATC (or ATnc) 
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Chemocal Chronic/ Ornl RfD 

ot Potenlial Subdtronic 

Co= Vatue Units 

T etrnchloroelhytene Chronic 1.0E-02 (mglkg-d) 

Trichloroethylene Chronic 3.0E-04 (mg/kl!-(I) 

Mnvl Chloride Chronic 3.0E-03 (mg/l<g-d) 

Chen1,caJ 

at Pc-te!nt:ial Chronic/ lnhnl.llion RIC 

Concern Subdtrooic 

Vnluo Units 

T elrachloroelhylene chronic 6.0E-01 mglm' 

Tnch.loroctmMne chrcnic 4.0E-02 mglm' 

TABLE 13.1 

NON-CANCER TOXICITY DATA- ORAUDERMAL 

JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

0ml AbsmplJOn Absorbed RfD for llennaJ Prtmruy 

Efficiency far DennaJ Target 

varue Umts Orgnn(s) 

NA NA NA 

NA NA NA 

NA NA NA 

TABLE 13.2 

NON-CANCER TOXICITY DATA- INHALATION 

JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

ExtroPolaled RIDi Co,nt,,ned 
Pnmary T argel 

UncertalmylModifying 
Organ(s) 

Faders 

Valuo Unrts 

1.IE-01 mg/kg-day 

1.IE-02 mg/kg-day 

• The Region 6 Medium-Specific Screening Levels (R6 MSSLs) refer to toxicily data from IRIS or NCEA 

Coolbined RID Tol9<!1 Organ(s) 

Un,:ooain1y/Modlfying 

Factors Sowce(s) • Date(s) 
(MM/DD/YYYYJ 

R6MSSLsllRIS Nov-07 

R6 MSSLs/NCEA Nov-07 

R6MSSLsllRIS Nov..07 

RIC Target Organ(•) 

Source(s)· 
Oale(s) 

(MMJODIYYYY) 

R6MSSLs/!RIS Nov-07 

R6 MSSL.n-lCEA Nov-07 
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Chemical 

of Potential 
Cor:cem 

~ otraciiloroethylene 

:Trichloroethylene 

~,nyl Chloride (adult exposure) 

Mnyl Chloride (exposure from birth) 

Chemical 

of Poten11al 

Concern 

Footnote lnstn..'Cticns 

I 

NA· Not apphcab!e to incomplete pathway 

Oral Cancer Slope Factor 

Value Units 

5.4E-01 (mg/kg-darr' 

4 OE-01 (mg/kg-<1ayr' 

7 2E-01 (mglkg-<1ayr' 

1 5E+OO (mglkg-<1avr' 

Unit Risk 

Value Units 

5 9E-06 (UQlm'r' 

2.0E-06 (UQlm'r' 

TABLE 14.1 
CANCER TOXICITY DATA - ORAUOERMAL 

JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

Oral Absorption Absorbed Cancer Slope Factor 

Efficiency fer Oonnal for Dermal 

Value Units 

NA NA NA 
NA NA NA 
NA NA NA 
NA NA NA 

TABLE 14.2 

CANCER TOXICITY DATA -INHALATION 

JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

lnhala11on Cancor Slapo Factor 

Value Units 

2 1E-02 (mg/kg-ooyr' 

7.0E-03 (mg/kg-ooyr' 

Woight of E'41'1doncc/ 

Cancer Guideline 

Ooscnpllon 

Weight of Evidence} 

Cancer GL1ideline 

Oescnpticn 
Scurce{s)( 1) 

R6 MSSLs/othor 

R6 MSSLs/NCEA 

A RS MSSLs/lRIS 

A R6MSSLs11RIS 

Unit Risk : Inhalation CSF 

Source(s)( 1) 

R6 MSSLs/oth<lr 

Cal-EPA 

Dato(s) 

(MMIODIYYYY) 

Nov-07 

Dec-04 

(1) Tho Region 6 Modium-Speofic Screen,ng Levels (R6 MSSLs) refer to to,icily data from IRIS. NCEA Of other documents. Cal-EPA refers lo the California EPA. 

OralCSF 

Oatets) 
(MM/00/YYYY) 

Nov-07 

Nov-07 

Nov-07 

Nov-07 
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Seonar1o-.c:un.mno__ .....,.__ 
--•:Adult 

Medium E,q,ooure- ~-· 
G.- G-W- TopW-

-"" 

~--
lngftlioft 

E,p R .... TGIII 

TABLE 15.1 
CALCULATION OF CHEMICAL CANCER RISKS AND NON.cANCER HAZARDS 

REASONABLE MAXIMUM EXPOSURE 
JONES ROAD SUPERFIIND SITE 

Chlmlcalof EPC --Calcu--- v- Unill -~CGncomratlcln CSFNnitRi<k - UMI v- Uftlll 

T_,,,,._ 3,7E.OO ug/1. $.&E-05 ~ UE-01 ~· Tric:Norae"""'"8 6.03E-01 ug/1. 1.0E-05 (mg/kg,<IIIVI ,.OE-01 (mg/llo,day)-1 

VinwtChlorido (atfull-) 6.ICE-01 ug/1. 7.2E-OII (mglloe,clay) 7.2E-01 (mgllco,day)-1 

w.,i~,-- ug/1. 9.3E-OII (mgllog,4oy) _, 614E-OI UE,00 (~1 -~---
e--1mn8ir111 

--
3.IJE.05 
4.0E-OII 

5.2E-CI& 

1,4E-05 

3.9E-05 

' ·-~-
TGlllof_,,.,Rllb_ADu.c&a 

-----Into--- llf0lll1C --... - u ... - Uftila 

1.0E-OC ,~ I.OE-02 (mfp1<g-o) I.OE-02 
1.8E-05 ,~ 3.0E-OC ~ 6.IE-02 

1.7E-05 (~ UE-03 O.OE+CIO 5.GE-03 

_.,_..., __ IHI 
7.IE-02 

Tctalolll-.,,.r--ADII-
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bo Ao..1tl0111 
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TA81.!15.2 
CALCUlAnONO, CKe-.U.CMCell-SANOHON-c:ANCER""'-"

REASOIWIU IIAXWUII El<POSUAE 
.IONUROADIIVl'£Jlf\lNDSITE 

........... .... C-b•~ -- ·- -- ~ -~---- cs, ........ ·- I ..... ·- -T•w•o.-; . S 7148'"00 .... .. 1.-1s , (~1 _,,_,,, .,,....,,., 
r,_ t&lE-Ot .... ..., .... ,,,. ,,..,,......, ..., .... ,,, ·-· ..... ._ t14E-01 .... .. , .... ,.,. ~,, ...,,.,,, ,_,,, 

c-.... 

- Ta:1111S.t 

... ,.-151 

... , ... 11, 

lo&1lfllR~AlflUMro..1AII....,_ 

----- - ..., ... .,..._ ·- ...... ·- --, ..... 
I= ...... 1 ,_, , ..... 

• >£<» ...... ·-· 14(.01 

HE<!> ·- · ....... ·- uc.o, 
CMdNuatetNa <tft '"'°' 

t&E.Ot 

lCUl etA~MIU!OtAtfot• ,.....,_ 
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Scenario Ttmeframa: cum111t1Futu11t 
Receptor Populallo11: Resident 
Receptor Age: Adult 

Ellposunt Ellposunt 
Madlum 

Medium Point 

Air Air Indoor Ail 

Center Room 

~-•re Medium Total 

Exposunt 
Raub! 

Inhalation 

Elcp. Raute 
Total 

TABLE1&.1 
CALCULATION OF CHEMICAL CANCER RISKS AND NON-CANCER HAZARDS 

REASONABLE MAXIMUM EXPOSURE 
JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

Cllemlcalof EPC Cancer Risk Calculallana 
Potantlal Concem Cancer 

Value Unilll lake/Exposure Concentratit CSF/Un~ Risk 
Risk 

VIIIU8 UIIIIS ....... ums 

Telrach UE<OI ug1m• 
2.1E-03 

mglkg-d 
2.1E-G2 

(mglkg-dr' 4.4E-05 

Tric:hloloethylene ue.oo ug/m3 
2.7E-G4 

mglkg-d 
7.0E-03 (mglkg-d)"' 1.SE-06 

4.SE-05 

4.SE-OS 

Non-Cancer Hazan! Calculatlans 
Hazan! 

~kelExposUl'lt Ccncentrali RfDIRfC Quotient 
vmue Uft!IS """"' UIIIIS 

3.BE-03 mglkg-d 1.1E-01 mglkg-d 3.5E-02 

4.9E-04 mg/kg-d 1.1E-G2 mglkg-d 4.SE-02 

Adull HaZld Index (HQ 8.0E-02 

8.0E-02 
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ScoNtlOTI!notrem« C.......WUlln 

--=--•"""" - --
"" "" 

E,cposureMed:umTotat 

-- E_,._ 

,,_. ... ,_ 
CM!atRown 

Em ACM.'teTctat 

c_,. 

TABL.EIU 
CAI.CUlATION OF CHEMICAL CANCER RISKS AND NON.cANCER HAZARDS 

REASONAIII.E MAXIMUM EXPOBURE 
.IOIIESROAD BUl'ERfUND 9111: 

UC C&nolf ANk CllculaDons 
-c- v .... .,_ 

-"""'"""- CSFI\Jrt!~ - """' v .... ..... 
Tetrla:delloell'l)1e'M 1CE-01 -· seeTal:lle18.1 - 1eeTable 1B 1 c-,·· ,_ , ..... ·-· MeTUle1G.1 - 1eeTMM!BI ,.........,,, 

---.,.,__ -~ Rlt>1'fC --v .... """' v- ""'" 
seTallle18.1 19£41 - 11E~1 I - 81E-D2 

seeT.tllte181 12£41 """"'" 1 IE-02 - t.lE-45 

seeT.allletG1 ctldl::IH&Za:fdlmfl(HII a.tE42 
seeT.atq, 181 I 8.1E.Q2 
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Scenario Timoframe: CurrenUFuture 
Receptor Population: lndoorWorlcor 
Receptor Age: Adult 

Exposure Exposure 
Medium 

Medium Point 

/>Jr />Jr Indoor Air 
CentCfRoom 

exposuro 
Route 

Inhalation 

TABLE 17 
CALCULATION OF CHEMICAL CANCER RISKS AND NON-CANCER HAZARDS 

REASONABLE MAXIMUM EXPOSURE 
JONES ROAD SUPERFUND SITE 

Chomtcalol EPC 
Potontial Concern Value Units 

Tetrachloroelhylene HE•01 ug/m 
Tridiloroethy1ene UE•OD u 

RID/RIC Hazard 
Quotienl 

mts 
mg/kg-d 1.6E--02 
mg/kg-d 2.1e--02 

Hazard Index (HI 3.7E--02 
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Table 18 

Cost Estimate Summary 
Jones Road Ground Water Plume Superfund Site 

Alternative 4 
Category Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 (Selected 

Remedv) 

Capital $0 $3,336,660 $4,439,040 $5,699,520 

O&M $0 $2,022,510 $3,776,310 $3,776,310 

Total $0 $5,359,170 $8,215,350 $9,475,830 

7%Net 
$0 $4,286,779 $6,244,771 $7,425,852 

Present Value 

Note: The cost estimates for all alternatives except Alternative 1 differ from the cost 
estimates included in the FS. The cost estimates here includes the capital and O&M 
costs from the FS, with the addition of the following costs: 

• $ l , 188,000 (additional capital cost for plugging and abandonment of water wells 
where service is provided by a water line; based on 180 wells at $6,000 each, 
plus 10% contingencies). 

• $288,500 (additional capital cost for providing new water line connections; based 
on 75 connections at $3,500 each, plus 10% contingencies). 

• $433,080 (additional O&M costs/or annual groundwater monitoring after year 
15 instead of once every five years; additional Present Worth cost of $100,610). 



Undlscounted Undlscounted 
Year AnnualO&M Capital/Periodic 

Costs Costs 

1 $223,320 $4,835,040 

2 $223320 $360,000 
3 $151140 $180,000 
4 $151.140 $180000 
5 $151,140 $24 080 
6 $115,050 
7 $115050 
8 $115,050 
9 $115,050 

10 $115,050 $24,080 
11 $115,050 
12 $115,050 
13 $1 15,050 
14 $115,050 
15 $115 050 $24 080 
16 $115050 
17 $115,050 
18 $115 050 
19 $115,050 
20 $115,050 $24,080 
21 $115,050 
22 $115050 
23 $115,050 
24 $115,050 
25 $115 050 $24 080 
26 $115,050 
27 $115 050 
28 $115 050 
29 $115,050 
30 $115 050 $24 080 

TOTA $3,776 310 $5,699.520 

Table 19 
Costs for Selected Remedy (Alternative 4) 

Jones Road Groundwater Plume Superfund Site 

Undlscounted 
Discount 

Discounted Discounted Discounted 
Total Annual 

Factor AnnualO&M Capital/Periodic Total Annual 
Cost Costs Costs Costs 

$5,058,360 1.00000 $223,320 $4,835,040 $5,058,360 

$583,320 0.96912 $216,424 $348,8&4 $565 308 
$331,140 0.93036 $140,614 $167,461 $30807~ 
$331140 0.86523 $130,771 $155,742 $286 513 
$175220 0.80467 $121,617 $19 376 $1409!M 
$115,050 0.74834 $86096 $0 $86,096 
$115,050 0.69596 $80,070 SC $80,070 
$115,050 0.64724 $74,465 5( $74,465 
$115 050 0.60193 $69,252 $0 $69.252 
$139,130 0.55980 $64,405 $13,4Hl $TT.8H!c 
$115,050 0.52061 $59,896 ${ $59 8111' 
$115,050 0.48417 $55,704 so $55704 
$115,050 0.45028 $51,804 $0 $51,IIOll 
$115,050 0.41876 $48,178 SC $48,178 
$139130 0.38944 $44,806 $9,37t $54183 
$115,050 0.36218 $41,669 SC $41669 
$115,050 0.33683 $38,752 $( $38 75~ 
$115 050 0.31325 $36,040 ${ $3604( 
$115,050 0.29132 $33,517 so $33 517 
$139,.130 0.27093. $31,171 $6,52• $37,695 
$115,050 0.25197 $28989 5( $28,989 
$115050 0.23433 $26,960 so $26 960 
$115050 0.21793 $25072 $( $25072 
$115,050 0.20267 $23,317 $0 $23 317 
$139,130 0.18848 $21,685 $4.53~ $26 224 
$115,050 0.17529 $20,167 $( $20 167 
$115,050 0.16302 $18,755 $0 $18,7"-~ 
$115050 0.15161 $17 443 SC $17 443 
$115,050 0.14100 $16,222 $( $16222 
$139130 0.13113 $15086 'It\ 1'v $182 ..... 

$9,475,830 $7.425,852 

Comments 

Install monitor/injection/extraction wells; 
remedial design; pilot studies; install 

groundwater treatment plants; apply ISCO & 
In-situ bio treatments 

Aoolv ISCO & in-situ bio treatments 
Annlv in-situ bio treatments 
ADolv in-situ bio treatments 

Five-vear review 

Five-vear review 

Five-vear review 

Five-vear review 

Five-vear review 

Five-vear review 

The cost estimates differ from the cost estimates Included in tlie FS. The cost estimate lttre includes t/,e capital and O&M COJtsf rom th,z FS. with the addition of the fol/awing costs: 
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$/. /88,()(U) (additional capita/cost/or plugging and abandonment of .. ·ater wells ,vhere stnice u pro••ideJ by a "'uter line: bas,J on 180 wells at $6.000 each. p/NS JO¾ contingencies). 

$188.500 (additional capital cost for pra,•iding ntw -.ater line conn<ctitms: based on 75 connections at SJ,500 each, pl NS 10-/4 contingencies) . 

$,O J.080 (additional O&M costs/or annwal ground,,·altr monitoring after ) "ear 15 instead of once ,...,ry ffre , ..,ars: additional Pres,nt Worth COJI of $100,610). 
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Bryan W. Shaw, Ph.D., Chairman 
Buddy Garcia, Commissioner 
Carlos Rubinstein, Commissioner 
Mark R. Vickery, P.G., Executive Director 

·TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

Mr. Samuel Coleman, P.E.,. Director 
Superfund Division 

October 27, 2010 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 

Dallas, Texas 75202 

Re: Record of Decision 
Jones Road Groundwater Plume Superfund Site TXN000605460 
Harris County, Texas 

Dear Mr. Coleman: 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) received the signed Final Superfund 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Jones Road Groundwater Plume Superfund Site in Harris 
County, Texas via email on September 27, 2010. The TCEQ has completed the review of the 
above referenced . document and concurs that the response action described is the most . 
appropriate remedy for this site. 

rry~ 
~ Vickery, P.G. 
Executive Director 

MRV/MCL/cw 

P.O. Box 13087 Austin, Texas 78711-3087 512-239-1000 
printed on recycled paper using soy-based ink 

Internet address: www. tceq .state. tx. us 
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PREAMBLE 
 

 The purpose of this document is to provide the public with an index to the 
Administrative Record File (AR File) for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
selected remedial action to respond to conditions at the Jones Road Ground Water Plume 
Superfund Site (the “Site”).  EPA’s action is authorized by the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. Section 9601 et seq.   

 
 Section 113 (j)(1) of  CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9613 (j)(1), provides that judicial review of  
the adequacy of a CERCLA response action shall be limited to the administrative record.  
Section 113 (k)(1) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9613 (k)(1), requires the EPA to establish an 
administrative record upon which it shall base the selection of its remedial actions.  As the EPA 
decides what to do at the site of a release of hazardous substances, it compiles documents 
concerning the site and the EPA’s decision into an “administrative record file.”  This means that 
documents may be added to the administrative record file from time to time.  Once the EPA 
Region 6 Superfund Division Director signs the Record of Decision memorializing the selection 
of the action, the documents which form the basis for the selection of the response action are 
then known as the “administrative record. “AR.” 
 
 Section 113(k)(1) of  CERCLA requires the EPA to make the administrative record file 
available to the public at or near the site of the response action.  Accordingly, the EPA has 
established a repository where the record administrative record file may be reviewed near the 
Site at: 

 
Northwest Branch Harris County Library 

11355 Regency Green Drive 
Cypress, Texas 77429 
Phone: (281) 890-2665 

Contact: Debra Sica 
 

and 
 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Central File Room 

12100 Park 35 Circle 
Building E, First Floor, Room 103 

Austin, Texas 78753 
Phone: (512) 239-2900 
Contact: John Flores 

 
The public may also review the AR file at the EPA Region 6 offices in Dallas, Texas, by 

contacting the Remedial Project Manager at the address listed above.  The AR file is available 
for public review during normal business hours.  The AR file is treated as a non-circulating 
reference document.  Any document in the administrative record file may be photocopied 
according to the procedures used at the repository or at the EPA Region 6 offices.  This index 
and the administrative record file were compiled in accordance with the EPA’S Final Guidance 
on Administrative Records for Selecting CERCLA Response Actions, Office of Solid Waste and 
Emergency Response (OSWER) Directive Number 9833.3A-1 (December 3, 1990). 
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 Documents listed as bibliographic sources for other documents in the record file might 
not be listed separately in the Site index.  Where a document is listed in the Site index or in a 
bibliography, but is not located among the documents which EPA has made available in the 
repository, EPA will, upon request, include the document in the repository or make the document 
available for review at an alternate location.  This procedure applies to documents such as 
verified sampling data, chain of custody forms, guidance and policy documents, as well as 
voluminous site-specific reports. This procedure does not apply to documents in EPA’s 
confidential file.   Copies of guidance documents can also be obtained by calling the Superfund 
Information Hotline at (800) 533-3508.  
 
These requests should be addressed to: 
 

Gary Baumgarten 
Remedial Project Manager (6SF-RA) 

U.S. EPA Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 

Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 
(214) 665-6749 

  
 The EPA response-selection guidance compendium index has not been updated since  
March 22, 1991 (see CERCLA Administrative Records: First Update of the Compendium of 
Documents Used for Selecting CERCLA Response Actions (March 22, 1991)); accordingly, it is 
not included here.  Moreover, based on resource considerations, the Region 6 Superfund 
Division Director has decided not to maintain a Region 6 compendium of response-selection 
guidance.  Instead, consistent with 40 CFR §§ 300.805(a)(2) and 300.810(a)(2) and OSWER 
Directive No. 9833.3A-1 at page 37, the administrative record file index and the bibliographies 
of the various documents  in the record file include listings of guidance documents which may 
form a basis for the selection of the response action in question. 

 
The documents included in the AR File index are arranged predominantly in 

chronological order.  The AR File index helps locate and retrieve documents in the file.  It also 
provides an overview of the response action history.  The index includes the following 
information for each document: 

 
• A unique document identification number or “Docid” 
• Page numbers assigned to the document - These sequential numbers are stamped on 

each page of the documents.  The page range is given after the word “Bates” in the index 
• Document Date - The date the document was published and/or released.  A date in the 

year 2525 means no date was recorded.  
• Pages - Total number of printed pages in the document, including attachments. 
• Title – title or synopsis 
• Doc Type – The general classification of the document (e.g., “correspondence,” or 

“electronic record”) 
• Author - Name and/or organization of the originator. 
• Addressee - Name and/or organization of the recipient. 
• Document Type - General identification, e.g., correspondence, Remedial Investigation 

Report, Record of Decision. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD INDEX 

12/02/2010 Region Id: 06 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 
Site Name: JONES ROAD GROUND WATER PLUME 

CERCLIS: TXN000605460 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 891897 

OUID: 

SSID: 

Action: 

Bates: 000001 

Date: 05/23/2010 

Pages: 1 

NONE 

NK 

RECORD OF DECISION 

To: 000001 

Title: [EPA REGION 6 PUBLIC NOTICE: PROPOSED PLAN PUBLIC MEETING ON 06/03/2010 AND 
COMMENT PERIOD ON PROPOSED PLAN TO END 06/23/2010) 

Doc Type: ELECTRONIC RECORD 
FACTSHEET 

Name 
Author: NONE, 

Name 
Addressee: NONE, 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 9126035 

Bates: 000002 

Date: 05/25/2010 

Pages: 146 

To: 000147 

Organization 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Organization 
NONE 

Title: PROPOSED PLAN ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD INDEX FOR THE JONES ROAD GROUND 
WATER PLUME SUPERFUND SITE 

Doc Type: INDEX 

Name 
Author: MILLER, GARY G 

Name 
Addressee: NONE, 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 615372 

Bates: 000148 

Date: 06/03/2010 

Pages: 111 

Organization 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Organization 
NONE 

To: 000258 

Title: AGENDA - PUBLIC MEETING ON 06/03/2010 FOR JONES ROAD 

Doc Type: MEETING NOTES / MINUTES 

Name 
Author: FLOT-DAVIS, KATERI 

Name 
Addressee: NONE, 

12/02/2010 

000438 

Organization 
ESQUIRE SOLUTIONS 

Organization 
NONE 

Page 1 of 5 



ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD INDEX 

12/02/2010 Region Id: 06 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 
Site Name: JONES ROAD GROUND WATER PLUME 

CERCLIS: TXN000605460 

OUID: 

SSID: 

NONE 

NK 

Action: RECORD OF DECISION 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 892391 

Bates: 000259 

Date: 06/03/2010 

Pages: 1 

To: 000259 

Title: [EPA REGION 6 PUBLIC NOTICE: PROPOSED PLAN PUBLIC MEETING ON 06/03/2010] 

Doc Type: ELECTRONIC RECORD 

FACTSHEET 

Name 
Author: NONE, 

Name 
Addressee: NONE, 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 894952 

Bates: 000260 

Date: 06/23/2010 

Pages: 3 

Organization 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Organization 
NONE 

To: 000262 

Title: [WHITE OAK BEND MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT RESPONSE REGARDING PROPOSED 
REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN FOR JONES ROAD GROUNDWATER PLUME] 

Doc Type: CORRESPONDENCE 

Name 
Author: WOODRING, STEPHEN L 

Name 
Addressee: WALTERS, DONN R 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 894957 

Bates: 000263 

Date: 06/24/2010 

Pages: 3 

To: 000265 

Organization 
REGIONAL WATER CORPORATION 

Organization 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Title: [JONES ROAD COALITION FOR SAFE DRINKING WATER COMMENTS ON EPA PROPOSED 
REMEDIATION OF JONES ROAD] 

Doc Type: CORRESPONDENCE 

Name 
Author: MUSTERS, MARC 

Name 

12/02/2010 

000439 

Organization 
JONES ROAD COALITION FOR SAFE DRINKING 
WATER 

Organization 
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12/02/2010 Region Id: 06 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 
Site Name: JONES ROAD GROUND WATER PLUME 

CERCLIS: TXN000605460 

OUID: 

SSID: 

Action: 

Name 
Addressee: WALTERS, DONN R 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 890648 

Bates: 000266 

Date: 06/28/2010 

Pages: 1 

NONE 

NK 
RECORD OF DECISION 

Organization 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

To: 000266 

Title: [PUBLIC NOTICE: U.S. EPA EXTENDS PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD - JONES ROAD GROUND 
WATER PLUME] 

Doc Type: ELECTRONIC RECORD 

NOTICE 

Name 
Author: NONE, 

Name 
Addressee: NONE, 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 895528 

Bates: 000267 

Date: 06/28/2010 

Pages: 8 

To: 000274 

Organization 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Organization 
NONE 

Title: [TRANSMITTAL FROM HARRIS COUNTY RECARDING THEIR COMMENTS TO THE 
FEASIBILITY STUDY AND PROPOSED PLAN FOR JONES ROAD GROUND WATER PLUME 
SUPERFUND SITE] 

Doc Type: CORRESPONDENCE 

ELECTRONIC RECORD 

Name 
Author: PATEL, SNEHAL R 

Name 
Addressee: WALTERS, DONN R 

12/02/2010 

000440 

Organization 
HARRIS COUNTY OF 

Organization 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
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12/02/2010 Region Id: 06 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 
Site Name: JONES ROAD GROUND WATER PLUME 

CERCLIS: TXN000605460 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 9121237 

OUID: 

SSID: 

Action: 

Bates: 000275 

Date: 07/14/2010 

Pages: 2 

NONE 

NK 

RECORD OF DECISION 

To: 000276 

Title: [TCEQ COMMENTS ON DRAFT ROD FOR JONES ROAD] 

Doc Type: ELECTRONIC RECORD 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Name Organization 
Author: LONG, MARILYN 

Name 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Organization 
Addressee: NONE, 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 895589 

Bates: 000277 

Date: 07/19/2010 

Pages: 2 

NONE 

To: 000278 

Title: [TRANSMITTAL VIA EMAIL REGARDING COMMENTS ON DRAFT RECORD OF DECISION FOR 
JONES ROAD] 

Doc Type: E-MAIL MESSAGE 
ELECTRONIC RECORD 

Name 
Author: LONG, MARILYN 

Name 
Addressee: BAUMGARTEN, GARY A 

MILLER, GARY G 
SANCHEZ, CARLOS A 
FLORES, JOHN 

12/02/2010 

000441 

Organization 
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Organization 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
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12/02/2010 Region Id: 06 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 
Site Name: JONES ROAD GROUND WATER PLUME 

CERCLIS: TXN000605460 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 9121236 

OUID: 

SSID: 

Action: 

Bates: 000279 

Date: 09/19/2010 

Pages: 3 

NONE 

NK 

RECORD OF DECISION 

To: 000281 

Title: [TCEQ COMMENTS ON THE JONES ROAD DRAFT RECORD OF DECISION] 

Doc Type: ELECTRONIC RECORD 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Name Organization 
Author: LONG, MARILYN 

Name 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Organization 
Addressee: NONE, 

Region Id: 06 

Docid: 9156299 

Bates: 000282 

Date: 09/23/2010 

Pages: 151 

NONE 

To: 000432 

Title: RECORD OF DECISION FOR THE JONES ROAD GROUND WATER PLUME SUPERFUND SITE 

Doc Type: RECORD OF DECISION / AMENDMENT 
ELECTRONIC RECORD 

Name 
Author: PHILLIPS, PAMELA 

Name 
Addressee: NONE, 

12/02/2010 

000442 

Organization 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Organization 
NONE 
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