
d]©Á��Z]À�ovµ� Saginaw River and Bay 
Sediment and Riverbank Cleanup Upper Saginaw River 
dZ��]��v���]vvo}vP�Zd]©Á��Z]À� The project team has begun to focus on the Upper Saginaw 
that require cleanup called Sediment Management Areas, or Z]À� v &o}}�o]vUÁZ]Z ]voµ� �ZG}}�o]v (}� �Z 
^D�UvvlDvPuv���U}�D�XWZ��Á} v��^P]vÁZ]À�. 
main cleanup goals for these areas: 1) limit the spread of 
dioxin-contaminated riverbank soil and sediment to reduce Dow has started sampling the Upper Saginaw and the 
dioxin levels farther downstream; and 2) help keep dioxin &o}}�o]v v �Z� ]vÀ��P�}v� Á]oo  }vµ� ]v  
(�}uµ]o]vPµ�]vd]©Á��Z]À�.�ZX phased approach. More studies are likely to take several 

years before a cleanup of these segments can be proposed. 
SMA cleanups typically involve digging up contaminated dZ��µ]�uÇo}}l�Z}Á�}o]u]�]}Æ]v�P«vP]v�}�Z 
sediment and disposing of it or covering contaminated food chain and whether the sediments are eroding. 
�]uv� �} l� ]� �(oÇ ]v �oX D ovµ�� µ�µooÇ 
include technologies that stabilize the bank to stop erosion of Middleground Island 
}v�u]v� �]À�vl �}]oX vl ��]o]Ì�}v oÁÇ� In 2018 and 2019 Dow took soil samples from several 
]voµ� �ov�vP �r�}}�U �}�]}vr��]��v�U v�À resiv�o��]v�Z^P]vÁG}}�o]vXµ�}(�Z� 
ÀP��}vXdZ��ov��]v��Z]��]À��]�Ço}vP�Z �u�o�Uovµ�}(��]v�o��}����}vD]oP�}µv 
river. In some cases, the banks have been partly or completely Island was conducted ahead of the rest of the Saginaw River. 
removed. EPA, working with EGLE, selected a cleanup plan in 2020 and 

}v���µ�}vÁ�}u�o�]vîìîîX^]u]o��}�Zovµ� 
Floodplain Cleanup (}��Zd]©Á��Z]À�G}}�o]vU}v�u]v��}]oÁ� 
In 2015, EPA, working with EGLE, selected a plan to clean up dug out and replaced with clean soil and the yards were 
]}Æ]vr}v�u]v� �}]o ]v (��µv�oÇ G}} �� o}vP restored. 
�Z d]©Á�� Z]À� }Áv���u }( }Á�� �ov� ]v 
D]ovXW��ovµ��ovÁ]oov�µ��Z��}�o��( A total of 40,300 cubic yards of soil were removed 
ÁZv �ZÇ }u ]v }v�� Á]�Z d]©Á�� Z]À� from 17 yards on Middleground Island in 2022. 
G}}�o]v�}]oX 

Project Monitoring E}� À�Ç G}}�o]v ��}���Ç Á]oo v  ovµ�X t � 
(}µ�]vP}v��}����]v(��µv�oÇ G}}��Ulv}Áv� 

Monitoring throughout the site takes place every year. �Z ôrÇ� G}}�o]vX }v�u]v�}v ]� v}� (}µv ÀvoÇ 
Completed cleanups are inspected and monitored to ensure �Z�}µPZ}µ� �Z ôrÇ� .}}�o]vX W v '> Ào}� 
o}vPr��u +�Àv��U ]voµ]vP L� G}}�X }Á ]� o�} cleanup numbers to determine where a cleanup is needed. 
u}v]�}�]vP ��v� ]v �]uv�v.�Z �} � ]( }v]�}v� W�}���� �Z� ZÀ ]}Æ]v oÀo� o}Á� �Zv �Z ovµ� 
�]u��}À]vP}À��uX vµu�� ��µ]� v} (µ��Z� �}v µv� �Z]� ��}P�uX /( 

dioxin levels are higher than the cleanup numbers, Dow will 
contact the property owner to begin discussions about a 
ovµ�X^}]o]��u}Àv��oUv�ZÀP��}v]� 
replanted. 

Almost 300,000 cubic yards of soil and sediment have Learn more about the cleanup: 
been removed from the SMAs, BMAs and Goodplain ÁÁÁX�XP}Àl�µ��(µvl�©Á��r�]À� 

and disposed of. 

Please contact Diane Russell: 
}ÁZ�}vµ�ovµ��}(^D�vD�]v^Puv�� Phone: (989) 395-3493 
1 through 7 from 2012 to 2022. As of the end of 2022, approx- Email: russell.diane@epa.gov 
imately 4.5 miles (24,000 feet) of banks and 19 SMAs have 
vovµ�X}ÁPvG}}�o]vovµ��]vîìíñXÇ 
the end of 2022 about 105 areas have been cleaned up and 
hundreds more were assessed and do not need cleanup. 

Site Progress 
di©abawassee River, Saginaw River and 

Bay Cleanup Progress 

Spring 2023 dZ]��Z}�}�Z}Á��r�}}�v�ÀÀP��}v��]o]Ì]vP�]À�vlX 

Overview 
ovµ�� ZÀ v µv�ÁÇ (}� �À�o Ç�� �}uvP }v�u]vv�� ]v �Z d]©Á�� Z]À�U ^P]vÁZ]À�� Ç �]�X 
dZ��}v��]vP]u�ouv�Ç�Z}ÁZu]o}XÁ]�Z}À��]PZ�ÇWv'>X 

^}u�oÇ�}v�Á�}vµ�(}�îìíìX/vîìíìUWv'>]À]�Zîðru]oo}Á�d]©Á��Z]À�]v�}�Àv 
�Puv���vP]vP(�}uï�}ðu]o�ZXt}�lo}vP�Zd]©Á��Z]À�]�]vP}v�Puv�rÇr�Puv�(�}uµ����u�} 
}Áv���uX�]�µ��}v�Zl�PUovµ�Á}�l��P����].�]uv��}�]��v�]À�vl��]vZ�Puv�X 
Àoµ�}v�vovµ�}(��}����]v�Ziv�d]©Á��G}}�o]v����]vîìíñv]�v}vP}]vPUuµo�rÇ���}i�X 

t}�lZ�Pµv}v�Zh���^P]vÁZ]À�X/vîìîîU}Á}u�o�ovµ�}(��}����}vD]oP�}µv/�ovXdZîîru]o 
Saginaw River is divided into segments; Upper Saginaw River 4.8 miles and Lower Saginaw River 17 miles (USACE dredges for 
vÀ]P�}v�UG}}�o]vv^P]vÁÇX}Á]�Á}�l]vPÁ]�ZW�}Àoµ��Zh���^P]vÁZ]À�v^P]vÁZ]À�G}}�o]v 
vÁ]oo����vP.o�u�o]vP�}.oo�P��]v�Z^µuu�}(îìîïX 

dZ]��}Zµ���}À]�]v(}�u�}v}µ��Zovµ���}P���Z]ÀXdZu�}v�Z]v�]�Z}Á��Zo}Á�d]©Á��Z]À� 
v^P]vÁZ]À�XE}�À�Çovµ��}v]��]�XdZ�]�µ��Z]PZo]PZ��}u�Ç�]o��}i��X 
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SEGMENT 7 

MIDLAND SMA 2-3 -
Sediment removal 
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