MPCA
hoping
to avoid
cleanup
COStS paly

4|23,
By Kevin Dinz

Pubiic funds should not finance the
cleanup of a Frdley hazardous-wacte
durmnp that gamed national attention
last week for topping the Environ-
mental Protection Agency's (EPA)
most-dangerous list, a state agency
insisted Monday.

“If at all pessil:le, we will try to get the

responsible party to pay for what

has to be done.” caid Paut Holl. a

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

(MPCA) spokrsman. “We won't use

nublic money unless it can’t be
elped.”

The Frdley site, owned by the FMC
Corp. that operates a munitions plant
nearby, was rated the nation’s most
dangerous dump because ns leaking
chemical salvents have contaminated
nearby wells and threaten to pollute
Minneapolis’ water supply.

The site headrd a list of 418 aban.
doned dumps in the Unned States, in-
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cluding nine others in Minnesota.
The list determines which sites will
have first dibs on $1 .6 billion in
clean-up money from the federal Su-
perfund.

U.S Rep. Gerry Sikorski (DFL-6th
District) already has sent a letter 1o
.EPA head Anne Gorsuch requesting

Superfund dollars to clean up four
hazardous. waste dumps in s dis-
tnct, including the FMC-Fridley site.

But the MPCA does not anticipate the
need for any Superfund money, be-
cause “'so {ar FMC has cooperated
and done what had 10 be done,”
Hoff said.

There is afso some dispute whether
the Frdley site would qualfy for Su-
perfund money. ¢

The so-called Superfund was basi-
cally put together to deal with aban.
doned waste dumps or dumps where
companies were no longer solvent,
and this certainly doesn’t apply
here.” said Richard johnston, an
FMC spokesman. “We recognize our
responsibility and are ceady to do
whatever is necessary to keep the
dump from becoming a hazard "

The FMC Corp used the 11.acre site
to dump several types of waste, in-
cluding solvent TCE, from 1964 10
1969. But no one knows which chem.-
icals were dumped there by the
Northern Ordinance Co., FMC's pre-
decessor at the sile, because compa-
mies were nof requined 1o keep waste
records then.
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Officials don't know how much the
cleanup will cost or how long it will
take.

“Until further soil and groundwater
| studies are completed, we don't

know what additional work will be
1 required,”” johnston sad.

According to MPCA’s tests, the
chemical seepage from the Fridley

| site does not pose a hazard 1o any
drinking water. Traces ol TCE in the
Mississippi River have reached a
level of one part per bilhon; a level of
27 parts per bilhon is considered a
health hazard.

The MPCA found that theee wells on
FMC property contained TCE levels

in excess of the standard, and subse.

quently closed them. TCE traces also
were found in one municipal well in
Fridley, but they fell within the safety
margin, Hoff said.

in the long run, officials must decide
whether 1o try (of containment of re-
moval of the leaked chemicals, Holf
said. Contaminated water could be
stopped from flowing away from the
site if it were pumped out and allow-
ed to evaporate. The other approach
would be the excavation and removal
of solid waste matter.

The latter choice would still present a
waste disposal problem, however,
“because everything must go some-
where, including what they dig out,”
Hoff said. This would require ship-
ping the hazardous waste outside the
state, because Minnesota has no ap-
proved hazardous-waste disposal
sites.

Meanwhile, the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transponation will step up its
enforcement of hazardous waste
transportation regulations, Gordon
Boldt, acting director, announced
last week.

Minnesofa still has 58 known *im.
proper” hazardous-waste dumps,
Hoil*s:id, some of which, like lKe
Reilly Tar and Chemical dump in St.
Louis Park, the MPCA considers
more dangerous than the Fridley site.

The discrepancy between the EPA
and MPCA rankings arises from the
state agency’s emphasis on “actuat”
rather than “polential” damages,
Hofl said.

Because the fridley dump has not
contaminated dtinlin; water sour-
ces, the MPCA does not consider it as
dangerous as the Reilly Tar site,
where hazardous wastes were thrown

directly into a well decades ago.

*This made for a real bad situation.”
Hoff said, “‘because the well pro-
vided a pathway lor reaching the
groundwater.”

Last week the MPCA received a3 long:
awaited $1.9 million from the Super-
fund 1o clean up the 81 | ouis Park
dump. But this won't prevent the
state, the federal government, and
the City of St. Louts Park from suing
Reilly Tar and Cherical for dam-
ages.

“All the work has been done at
public expense 5o far. and we think
the company ought 10 be heid re-
sponsibie,” Hoff said.

Because Minnesota had no specific
hazardous waste regulations before
1980, Hofl said, the state will rely on
commonlaw provisions against cre-
ating public health problems.

‘The EPA list was pul out because
they’re required to do #t under the Su-
perfund faw,” the MPCA spokesman
said. “But that doesn’t guarantee that
more funds will come. But if we can
clean up the dumps without resorting
10 public money, so much the
better.”

Other Minnesota dump sites on the
EPA list are in St. Paul, Oakdale,
New Brighton-Arden Hilly, St. Lours
Park, twoothers in Anoka County,
and one each in Crow Wing and Blue
Earth counties.



otate uncovers waste dumps
with help of ‘hot line’ tipsters

By Dean Rebuifenl Twm}

Staft Writer

It siarted with & telephone call in
inte 1980, The calier said (here
might be s srrious environmental
problem in Fridiey. .

The caller said chemical wastes
were buried near a munitions plant
and urged his listener, an employee
of the Minnesola Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA), to Investigate.

That tip fed to the discovery of what
the federal government says is the
mo¥l dangerous known hazardous
waste dump in (he United States. [t
sisd fed to the discovery of two other
worrisome dumps in the same ares.

“We wouldn't know aboul Lhe other
sites {{ we hadn't gotten o tip abaut
the first one.” sald Micheel Kanner.
“We don't mind taking credit for
doing 8 good job and finding the
other two. bul It really started with

that tip.”

Kanner heads the MPCA's ilazard.
ous Waste Strike Force. It's not a
title that he likes (“Il makes us
sound like we carry machine guns™),
but it's & title befitting s team that
{errets oul chemical caches.

The nlne-rnembér team was formed
in November 1980, when the MPCA

Hotline continued on page 10A
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8lso #~t up a “hot line” for citizens to
report suspectad lliegal dumps. The
sgency since has recelved 540 such.
tips. They have Jed Kanner and his
fellow investigators lo perhaps as
many as 25 of the sites subsequegtly
entered on ghe MPCA's hazard

waste log. A

The tog i a list of sitex that the
MPCA believes pose a real or polen-
tinl thrent {9 public health and e
eaviiéamegl About 70 sites Nave
boen listed on (3¢ lof since It was
crented, but some have been
dropped because of cleanup work.

When the 1og was created, the MPCA
slready knew aboul 31 waste dumps
scatiered acrost Minnesota. The log
now liste 5} dumps, Inciuding the one
near the FMC munitions plant in
Fridiey.

The US. Environmental Protection
Agency «ays thst dump is the na-
tlon's most dangerous hatardous-
wasle disposal site, The MPCA
doe~n’t agree with that rating, saying
thete nre worse dumps In Minnesots
Stat= officials also tay that, judging
by their studies, chemicals dumped
8l he Fridley site sre not an immi.
nent health hazard.

But the MPCA Isn't pooh-poohing the
potential problem of ground water
conlamination at the site, and Kan-
oe1 stiessad that he's delighted that
someone look the ime to tip off his
ageacy.

He isn’t revealing anything else
about tHA1 tipster. He keeps much
information confidential 1o ensure
that the public will continue provid-
Ing. worthwhiie tips.

The hot line Is not quite like the one
that connects Ronald Reagan and
Yurl Andropov. In fact, although
there Is 8 hol-line phone for cltizens
to complain about harardous wastes,
the agency recelves its tips several
ways. .

For example, the one that led to the
discovery of the FMC dump slte was
received by the MPCA's waler-quali-
ty division, which passed it to Kan-

ner's team. Simllar referrals have |

been made by olher MPCA units.

“When we sel up lhe hot line, |
thought Il would be a mixed bag”
snid Kanner. “[ expected a wide
mnge of tips, from aut calls (o folks
with solid tnformation. And we date
gollen some real zercs, and some
informalion we already knew about.
Rut we've also goften information
(hat we didn't have ourselves, and
that includes the FMC site.”

As valuable as thal tip was It was
oaly (he first step in the long process
of determining whether the site actu-
ally contmined bazardous wastes.

After Xanner gol the tip, bis investi-
galors began poring over documents
to determine whal wastes might
have been produced by FMC('s
Northera Ordnance Dlivislon and
buried ot the Fridley site. They also
scrutinized aerial photographs, sn in-
vestigative tool that has proved valy-
able. :

Seversl goverhmemt ageficies and at
leaxt odé private busineds have ex-
tendive collections of aerial photo-
graphs of Minnesota, and particylar-
ly the Twin Cities ares, daling back

. to the 1940s. Using magnifying giass-

es, the MPCA Investigators spotted
on one pholo an aree near the FMC
plant where large amounts of lopeot)
had been excaveaied,

They determined that soivents, psint
sludges and other waste chemicals
had beea buried on the lract, and
that the wasies had conlaminsied
ground water. They jearned thal the
wastes had been dumped from 1941
through 1964 by Northern Pump Co.,
and from 1964 through 1969 by FMC.
The MPCA took Its pvidence to FMC,
which s cooperatifig with state offi.
cials in lavestigating (be contamina-
tioa. -

Bul the original tip led to mnoiher
dscovery. While scrulinizing an ner-
1al photo of a tract next to FMC's
property, an MPCA investigator spot-

_ted what appenred to be & trench

containing large drums.

Kanner sald bis leam learned that
the drums contained industrial soi-
venis. and that they were bduried in
(he trench during (he 1370s. The site
Is part of the US. Navy's Naval Sea
Systems Command. The navy Is ex-
amining its records o determine
how much waste is buried there, and
is preparing & plan for removal of
the drums.

And the otiginsl tip ‘ed to a third
dump. Kanner explained that, after
the discovery of the FMC dump, 8
nesrby flrm dectded fo sample a
well on Its property 1o determine if
chemicals had contaminated the wa-
ler.

The well was talnted. and so was
ground water below thatl property
Kanner said the weil’'s owner, Kurt
Manutscturing Co., then complained
to FMC. suggesting that the mun}-
tions maker was (he source of ihe
contaminants.

In turn, FMC told the MPCA about
the probiem &t the well owned by
Kur{, which makes machine paris.
The MPCA has asked the company

- (o determine the source df (he chem-

ical contaminants.

“The best part of this job is the
detective work.” said Kanner “it's &
Jol of fun, and our investigative work
involves using everything {rom ner-
im photos 1o old newspaprr cllip-
nines. maps and information al the
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innesotn ilistotical Soclety.”

fle rald thet althouph the tipslers
linve been paople from all walks of
itfe, many arc vorkers who call to
complalo that toewr employers mipht
he Improp~riy disposing of the com:
pany’'s chemical wastes.

But some (ps haven't proved (rull-
ful.
o ’ . .
For example. Kanncr once talked
with an ¢ldeily woman who comn-
pletned of <ote rpoarently Gnnper-
ous funk In her vard She said il hnd
cronsed the fence dividiap her prop-
erty from ¢ ncighbot's verd.

The gunk turred out to be £0ap TUCA
the frothy residuc of a wasbed car.

On snolhrr necrslan g man ¢o'n-
plalncd of the dutnp!ng of hauurdous
wastes, but declined to plve the
LPCA many detals §e enid (he
dumping wa< part of a global co
spiracy, Nint'ng that he mipht be
subjecied to drasuc reprisals If the
conspirators learned he bad
squenied to t1.¢c nuthorities.

Aoother tinster recently 1enoricd
that come mysterions metal Larrels
bad vualed nshare at Lake Minne
lonke. Ii:nncra investigators have
yet to checr oul that fip, byt he
Slpscta dhey ) (ind that the brarels
ar¢e tha 121a::ni3 of & pontoon boui.
%'hich Brlp=: o g preblem: It tnhee
the 1rveeinn ot shout fear ~el s 19
inspzct o bt rac tip pessanally,

Somzlimans tanoz 12 stifre ¢le 2 1
horne,

Wikre rece: iy rot one nbhout ¢ ceme
fany that ¢ D tertly occ manufac-
freced o ron vty dotac ehoralent
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Hore are [APCA’s
hot-line numbars

Minnesolans whe know where
hatardous wastes mirht be
buried shnuld call the hot-line
numher — (612) 2972736 — ot
the Minnesota Poliution Con-
trol Anency (PCA). Qutstate
residents can disl a tolkfree
number, 18006529747, Noth
telephones are manned from 8
am. to ¢30 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

There alsn is an after-hours
“spltie’” phonc, o he used
when <pilied chemicals or olh-
er wasfes pose an imininent
threat to public heelth or e
environment. s number is
(6)2) 206-7373, but the MPCA
discourrpes 115 use for any-
thing olher Lnan emergencies.

gotor, Bruce Wilson, lo check 1t out.

Witsnn lermed that the company in-
deed had ance npereted In the stnte,
but he told Wikre (hat it was difhicult
to ind more specific data ubout the
firm.

Vikre turned to a possibie source of
infortnation: A 1940 St. Paul tele.
phoas directory. Vofla’ 1t revenled
(hat t2e elesive cornpany once was
lacatsd nl 1535 W. County Rd. B2 In
Rosevtie.

That t-ppens to be the bueflding that
EAs (he azin offices of — Volla! —
the lilnnesota Pollution Control
Agency

A fartte 1 tnvestization revealed that
the company aprarently had ence
hnd o osales oldee In (he buitding,
whire owner nlsdy leassx space to
ccveral privale busirerses. Wikre
esld the chemico! company eppar-
ently Gid nat Jeave 8ny Dalalcous
wanies hotdad.

Tl ifes
J nkeshore Tand ol

Thic is tn inferm residente o e
Petopsht=n mea coucermn s (e
proposed lovanon of a3 fen Lo
dred-acre Lndtl] aite adiaceni to
the North Share of Lake Supsiser
in Dutuih Tovienp

Pauduis Townsan ics ales o thn
Rogth Shere, 1 etween the 1o
Criy limits i the e Riv r,

o e
County voles 9276
against dump site

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Leaders
of Wisconsin's anti-nuclear

movement have applauded refer-
endum results opposing the state
as a site for radioactive dumps.

With 3,584 of the gtate’s 3,616
election wards unofficially taby.
lated, the no™ voles won Tues.
doy 617.814-78.082. The referen.
dum, the first in the nation on the
subject, was sdvisory. It lacks au-
thority to halt the government.

Ninety-two percent of Douglas
County voters opposed location
of such a dump within the siate.
The Douglas County totals an
that referenduin were 12,025-986
in opposition.

“We {ecl this will send a strong
messape to the U.S. Department
of Encrgy that Wisconsin voters
are not willing to beome the next
generation of guinea pigs for the
nuclear industry,” sald Cassandra
Dixon, director of the Lake Supe-
rior Region Radioactive Waste
Project.

Wisconsin is one of 17 states
being considered as a location for
& second or third dump. The de-
partment is concentrating its
scarch for the [first site in six
states: Louisiana, Mississippi,
Nevada, Texnas, Uteh snd Wash-
ington.

Final sclection of the site is to §-
made in (he very near future. Qnen
fimalized, this wite will be the o'
Yodfill (o be v for al rart A
aad oller refese [or tha entye o1y
of uluth rrd « - wWing arsi, o
i Lol 540 squii e smles, .

The matter of aler evality i
oir Noril Shore stivarms ang [.at »
Superjor T believe is of evneern )
many rovple in the ‘Twin Cili s
SR = parlienti v the e of
Lo uer th Novth & oie for vic:
Lwon aclivities.

Plcl';lr.c rerister your enposition
to this area ax a Loadhill site vith
dohn Klaers, Vecte en-Lake S
oF Sanitary Distoct, 271 Aver
Leestoand Woterizeni, Duler:
i, Sl '

Dauth GURAT DY CQLPi0
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clean up tox:c’
rrzdley dump

1y Dean Rebutfon] -
2! Writer

“he FMC Corp. Is proposing to spend
16 million to clean up a site In Frid-
2y that the {eders] government says
< the nation's most dangerous ha:-
‘rdous-wasie dump,

“he company sald Friday that the
leenup would Involve trealing
“emical contaminants oa its prop-
7y in Fridiey to neutralize thelr
2x12ity. Over 8 long period, perhaps
i much as 30 years, the contami-
nt would be vaporized before be-
18 emitted into the atmosphere,

“ha! process would not threaten pub-
~ realth nor the environment, said
~r. Epley, a company vice presi-
=1 and general msnager of Its
-ytherm Ordnsnce Divigion. Tbat
== a8t 4800 E. River Rd. makes
ciced missile lasunchers and auto-
e:eC gun mounts for the US. Navy.

he cleanup plan bas been submlit-
¢ to the Minnesota Pollution Con-
0. Agency (MPCA) and the US.
~vronmental Protection Agency.
qe:. are reviewing the plan, and are

expected o soon sanounce whether
they believe it Is feasible.

At least several acres of soil on
FMC's property have been tainted by
chemicals, including trichloroethy-
lene, a suspected cancer-causing sub-
stance. Epiley said most of the wastes

- were buried before FMC scquired

the site in 1968, although he sald
there ‘was additional digposal for sev-
eral years afier that.

He said FMC's cleanup plan Involves
several meps: ,

1§ More than a dozen large barrels of
chemical wastes buried at the site

would be hauled to an approved hai- -
ardous-waste landfil] in another state °

(Minnesota does not have such a
facility).

& FMC would excavale & large, box-
shaped “contsinment area” on its
property. Thal would be done where
there is & thick leyer of underground
clay. The box would be llned with
plastic and at least 6 feet of clay.

Waste continued on page 6A
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'lAbom 31,000 cubic yards of con-

' taminated sol] would be hauled into
" the box and covered with a layer of
clay. .

‘B Treatment equipment would be in-
stalled alongside the box. The soll
would graduslly be treated to reduce
the toxicity of the chemicsls and,
after that, the vaporized residue
would be emitted into the atmos-
phere.

“We would be conlalning all of the
contaminsted soll on our own prop-
erty In a secure way,” said Epley.
“Over riod of time, the contam}-

" pantd’ would be diminished by this
treatment process.”

He sald it's unciear how much time
would be needed to treat all of the
soll, although it could be as much as
30 years. He sald construction of the
containment box and the trestment
equipment would cost about 82 mil-
Iton.

Epley sald FMC ts committed to
more studies in Fridiey to determine

the extent to which chemicsls may
have contaminated ground water. He
said FMC already has spent more
than $300,000 on ground-water and
soll studles.

Epley said that, all told, FMC would
tace a bill of $6 million for the
cleanup, studies and loog{erm main-
tenance of its containment and treat-
ment system. He said the company is
“agreeadble {0 some degree” to reim-
burse state sgencies for costs they
have incurred investigating the Frig-
ley site.

Gary Pulford, an MPCA official, sald
yesterdey that FMC's proposed
cleanup plan is “a partial solution to
the problem.”

“We haven't yetl decided whether it
is acceptable,” be said."Any agree-
ment between the MPCA, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and
PMC will have o intorporste an
agreement for (the company) to fur-
ther investigate whether the area's
ground water is contaminated and, if
it is, what remedial action is needed

Y

to contend with that.”

Pulford stressed that the MPCA ci!
zens’ board would bave to appros
such an agreemeni, and that @
agency will try to recover from FM
the money spent by the state on t*
matter. He siso pratsed FMC for pr
posing & cleanup plan and for coo
ersting with the state ip lovestigatn
the burial site in Fridiey.

The Environmental Protectioc Age
cy says that site is the worst of U
nation's 418 most dangerous bazar
ous-waste dumpa It was so rat
because, among other things. it
about 8 half-mile from where Mine
apolis draws {ts drinking weter fro
the Mississippi River.

The MPCA has disputed that asm
tion, saying lhere are worse cum
in Minnesots. It has said thst !
tbough there Is no evidence (t
chemicals from the FMC site ba
entered the river, It was given i'= t-
rating by federal officials becavae
its potentia! threal to drinking w»
ter.

FMC will expiein its pian to the pu
lic 8t meetings from € pm.te € ¢

Wednesday. Thursday and Fnday
the Fridiey City Hall, 6431 Univer
ty Av. NE.



Fridley site
cleanup
looks near

By Charles Laszewskl p . PCCSS
Siat Wrner 5[2,?. Iij

FMC Corp.'s Fridley plant, rated the worst hazard-
ous waste site in the nation, mav soon be cleaned up,
according to FMC officials and the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency.

After two vears of searching for safe ways to store
tons of contaminated soil, FMC officials said Friday
they have developed a method that should meet PCA
standards.

FMC has proposed digging & clay-lined vault — just
a few hupdred yards away {rom tbe existing problem
area — where about 31,000 cubic yards of soil will be
dumped, said Tom Epley, vice president and geperal
mar.ager of the Northern Ordnance Division of FMC
Corp. )

1f PCA approves, the vault could be completed this
summer on the south side of the company's 11-acre
site, Epley said. .

“It's on a fast track and a lot of folks are working
on it because people are concerned,” said Jay Heffern,
deputy executive director of the Minnesola Pollution
Control Agency. “We're reviewing the technical mer-
1ts. Our concern is whether it will work.”

Heffern said FMC oflicials prescoted the plan about
nine days ago. Though the plan formally has not been
approved, the PCA board may take action at its June
7 meeting.

The site was used by FMC Corp. and its predeces-
sor, Northern Pump Co., as a dump for industrial sol-
vents. paint sludge and other wastes over a 20-vear
perioc ending in 1969,

leamnip Chemicals Lave conlaminzted jonticns of

See Fridiey, Page 4A
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Fridley: Clay tanks

would hold wastes

Continued from Page 1A

the Prairie du Chien-Jordan ac-
quifer formation below the site.

Trace amounts of the industrial
solvent trichloroethylene ‘have
been detected in a Fridley munici-
pal well and in the Mississippi Riv-
er at the point where Minneapolis
draws its drinking water supply.
The water intake station is located
one-quarter mile downstream
from the waste site.

Epley said the plan should elimi-
nate the contamination. Epley said
the company’s confidence in the
engineering is reflected in the fact
that the company is bvpassing a
lengthy permit process that would
relieve thern of any liabilty should
the plan fail.

“We're very confident this is a
good engineering solution,” he said.
“We were cballenged by the MPCA
to make sure it is a gooc selution.”

However. agencv officials said

FMC Corp.'s speed is due in large
part to the recently passed state
superfund bill, which allows the
company to temporarily skip some
of the time-consuming permit
process. That sbould save the com-
pany monbey, according to tbe offi-
cials,

The vault will be dug in a field
that had been marked for possible
company expansion, Epley said.
The hole will bave a clay bottom
and sides 6 to 10 feet thuck. A liner
will be put inside of that, then the
contaminated soil, more liner and
a clay top, Epley said.

A treatment center will be in-
stalied within the contaminated
soil and the meéss could be decon-
taminated within 10 years, Epley
said.

“It's hard to predict how long it
will take to effectivelv eliminate it
from the soil.” he said. “Mayvbe
five to 10 vears That's a ruess =
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PCA officials agree with that es-
timate. And Heffern noted that it's
not a new idea.

Epley said tbe cleapup will cos:
the company more than $6 millioc
Construction and filling of "the
vault will amount to about $1.5
million. :

FMC will hold public hearings on
the pian Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday nights at the Fridiey City
Hall, 6431 University Ave N.E.
from6to 9 pm.
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poth Ruyak The toxic waste dump labeled the most dangerous in the country s

now in its beginning stages of cleanup. The site is the FUC

'
Corporation nvar Fridley, its a company that makes military mwaterio;
Debbie Enbloom has an update on the cleanup process.,
nbloom The building of a containment areafor toxic waste is underway ol Lir
I

rMC Corporati?n. There are some 32,000 cubic yards of contaminatcd

soil just south of the company, soil contaminated with tricloreth: -

. )
) gi: a cancer causing solvent that Northern Mump Company began dumping
Si \ in the 1940s,! Northern Pump moved and FMC Corporation continued
\4\ N dumping waste., They quit in the late 60s when questions about

environmentalisafety arose.

'l
sm Epley We have worked with the MPCA and the EPA for the last several yea-
after this site became know in order to try to understand what tir.

site was and what was contained within it and to determine what ki
t

of solutions would be appropriate for it.
Enbloom The plan is to build a huge containment vault with clay walls 10

|
feet thick lined with plastic, a place to hold the contaminated

'

soil. N treatment facility will go inside the vault so in about 17

'

years the soil will rebturn to its normal or at least environmoent i

safe state.

Ebley Thc total cost of the process that we are undeway with right nou

will De abont 6 million dollars, that includes the work that has
boeen done Lo O ule cune v v el s s oA
C
right now which is 1.5 to 2 million dollars and it includes tha o
|

going costs of manaring this treatment.
!

T TS PPN The actual constinction of Lhe containment coll wil)l he googiet
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about 45 days but FMC Corporation cant begin to put any contaminate :
soil into the site until a formal agreément is reached with Lhe
Pollution Control Aqgency and the Environmental Protection Aacncy.
Officials from the PCA says their board will meet Junc 7th to work
out an agrecment and they dont expect any problems. But since
Northern Pump Company was responshile for most of the waste dispoz-_
thev are also involved in figuring out f{inancial responsibi}itv.

I{ neaotiations go smoothly the hazardous waste could be contained
this suwmmer. The company is holding public meetings this Wednesde:,
Thursday and Friday nights at the I'ridley city hall from 6 to 9
oclock for anyone who would like to find out further information at:
how the FMC Corporation is handling the clean up operation. Debbic

Enbloom channel 9 news Fridley.




‘Waste site cleanup plan
‘inFridley is stalled .
possnblllty of 2nd dump

By Dean Rebulleal
Staff Writer T{l( ‘J

¢4 [¢3
The FMC Corporation’s plan (o
spend $6 million on cleaning up Its
hazardous-waste dump In Fridiey
has been deralled, st least lemporar-
iy, by the discovery of whal could
be another, adjacent dump.

At lenst four barrels were fouad bur-

v 22
-

v

=y

ted this week on a site that FMC sold
srvernl yesrs agn to the Burlinglon
Northern raliroad. FMC, which
makes munitions, sald Friday that it
hnpes lo determine early next week
what is in the barrels, where they’
came from and whether they are
part of B larger dump.

The discovery of the barrels was
reported yesterday to officials who
had hoped to quickly begin cleaning

up what has been called the nalion's °

most dangerous waste dump.

“1 don't want to exaggerale, but It
seems that every Ume you punch a
hole in one of these hazardous waste
sites, you find a lttle more waste,”
wid Sandra Gardebring executive
director of the Minnesota Poliytion
Control Agency (MPCA).

She approved FMC's cleanup plan
yesterday morning, end had plsnned
1o ask the MPCA citizens' board to
give Its final spproval Tuesday.
Upon lenrning yesterday aflernoon
about the harrels, she postponed ac-
ton untll the barrels were lnvestigal-
ed.

"We'll know more about the barrels
and have a firm handie on the size of
the disposal area sometime early
next week,” sald Rick Shepherd, an
I'MC consultant. “We don’'l know If
they contain fiquids or solvents. For
all 1 know they might be empty.”

FMC proposes to spend $8 million to
clean up s dump on company prop-
erty near its Northern Ordnance Db
vision plant at 4800 E. River Rd. At
least several acres of soll there have
been contaminnted by chemicaly, In-
cluding frichlorocthylene, a suspect-
ed cancercausing substance. FMC
sayc most af the wastes were burled
before it acquired the site In 1964,
afthough {t conredes there was addi-
tional disposal after that

The MPCA first learned of the dump
fn 1980, when It teceived a tip on its
haznrdous-waste *“hotline” about
chemicnls burird there. Since then,
It hnas discovered haiardous wasieh

....
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Fridley L
‘FMC plant l

and digposal site
[

Locatlion Hilitop

of batrels

Columbis
Heights

Minnsapolis

on an sdjacent site occupied by a
U.S. Navy ordnance plant and In s
nearby well owned by Kurt Manufac-
turing Co.

FMC's cleanup pinn calls for the ex-
cavalion of a large, box-shaped’
“vault” on s property. The wvault
would be wilhin an area of thick
clay, and it would be lined with plu—
tc aad capped.

D O I R S S R R O A S I S R SR I )

R

Contaminated soll would be hauled —
Into the vmuit and treated to reduce J.
its toxicity. Over a long period, per-

haps as much as )0 yeary, the con-.

taminants would be vaporized belort s
belng emitted into the atmosphere. - ;
FMC has sald that the containment “-
vaull could be ready next mooth. It ]
sald construction of the vaull and -
treastment equipment would cost
about $2 miltion. )

T

\II.C‘I".'

It said the total cleanup cost of u'
militon Includes Its pad expendr--
tures on ground-water and sofl stud- %~
les. simllar future programs and ~

longderm maintensace of Ity con- .7
tainment and trestmeant system. [
-

The plan must be spproved by tha: gt
MPCA 8nd the US. Environmental
Protection Agency, which says the *%.
site s the worst of the nation's <~
known waste dumps. The MPCA dis 'V
putes that, saying (here are wores:

dumps In Minnesots.

Y
R
. .

Much of the concern about the Fridf: -
ley site stems from its location about
& half-mile from where Minneapoﬂs'
draws its drinking water from (he
Mississippi River. State officisls
have stressed thal there is no cvll
dence that trichioroethyliene or om-_ .
er chemicals have enlered the river -
from the site.

b
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PCh STATION

TIME 6:00 PM

CLIENT  »ca STATION kste M DATE 6/6/83 CLIENT
SCRIPT ¢ e22 TIME 5:05 PM LENGTH 154 SCRIPT
v.zrelie The FMC Plant :n Fracley 15 poised and ready to began a $6,000,000 Jat Miles

Lee

cleanup of the toxic dumpsite or .ts property. The corproation hopes
to receive approval of i1ts cleancp plan from the state Pollution
Control Agency this week. There was some concern Jast week that the
pretler could be bigger when 6 rire barrels were d:scovered on some
nearby property. FMC Vice President Tom Eppley says some of the
barrels contained liguid, but the others were old discarded barrels:
We hzve donc ove r the weekend :z rake 00t sure we explored this
entire last area that hadn't beer totally explored before. We dug
trenches ever 29 feet and were virtually..tctally sure that theres
no other barrles on the property.

Several acres of so0il on FMCs property have been tainted by chmicals

including one that’'s a suspected cancer causing substance.

The Minnesota Pollution Control hgency has moved & stefp closer o
cleaning up some o the stare's sixty-one hazardous waste sites.
This afterncon, in fact, officials of the Pollution Control AGen..
released a 113t of sixteen sites that will be eligible for state
and federal superfund mongy:‘TOppxng that list are the Reilly Ta:
and Chemical site in St. Louis Park and also the New Braghton Ahrov
Hills site. Over seventeen million dollars willb e spent on the
statewide cleanup and PCh cfficials are saying that their top
priority wil) be to provide safe drinking water for those areas

whach are now going without safe drinking water.

POR INFORMATION CALL {(812) B48-1928

FOR INPFORMATION CALL (013) Bao—-1938



F MC ;5115-
quick OK

on cleanup
By the Associated Press N Lh’ﬁ

The FMC Corp. has asked the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agen-
cy and the federal Environmental
Protection Agency to expedite ap-
proval of its plans to clean up a
bazardous waste disposal site in
Fridley.

The site tops the EPA’s national
priority list for areas which must
be cleaned up. Industrial and haz-
ardous wastes dumped at the site
from the 1940s through 1969 are
blamed by federal and stace offi-
cials for contaminating Minneapo-
lis drinking water supplies.

Sandra Gardebring, executive
director of the Minnesota Pollution
Contro} Agency, said Monday that
the company wants approval from
ner agency and the federal Envi-
ronmenta} Protection Agency for a
containment facility in which it
plans to treat contaminated soils.
Construction of the facility was
started in May.

FMC is eager to clean up the site
this month because of personal lia-
bility provisions in the siate’s “su-
perfund” law which take effect
July 1, Gardebring said.

The Pollution Control Agency
board was scheduled to view work
at the site today and tentatively is
scheduled to make a decision on
Friday, -
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FMC Corp.’s plan to spénd $6 million
to clesn up ¢hemicnl wastes burlkd
nenar it< ordnance plant in Fridley
was unnnimously approved Wednes-
day by the citizens’ board of Lhe
Minnesta Poliution Control Agency
(MICA).

It nlto was approved by the US
Environmental Protection Agency
(EI’A), which says the burial site is
the natinn’s mos! dangerous hazard-
ous wacte dump. Approval by the
twn agencies means (hat FMC can
bepin trenting up to 38,000 cublc
yards of soll (hit summer {o remove
contaminants, including trichioroeth-
ylene, n suspecled cancer-causing
chemicnl.

It wil} e the first such action under
Minnesola’'s new “superfund” law,
but will not require state or federnl
funds. FMC will pay for the entire
project, and will he responsible for
the co<t of protecting public health
and the envlronmem from any harm

State and U.S. approve $6 million

tha( might stem from its wastes.

“ The munitions msanufacturer will

pay the MI'CA $74,000 and the EPA
$10,000. money they have spent In-
vesligating the Fridiey site. The com-
pany aiso is required to annually
reimburse the MPCA up to $20,000,
and the EPA up (o $5000, for thelr
future monitoring of the area’s
ground water. The moncy collected
by the state and federal govern-
ments will go into Ihelr respective
superfunds to help clean up other
hazardous-waste dumps.

“FMC assumes all risks, financial or
otherwise, 1n construction of this fa-
chity,” said Jny Heffern, MPCA dep-
uty executive director. “This plan
Hiustrates the abliity of corporations
and governmenl {o work together lo
address the problem of hazardous-
waste sites. [1's an auspicious begin-
ning of the implementation of the
sinte superfund.”

Heffern fed a team of MPCA staff
members who, slong with EPA attor-
neys, negotiated the cleanup pro-

FMC cleanup plan |

\
P

FMC's plan rma Into a temporary
snag last week affer the discovery of
saveral bairels buricd on an adja-
cent site, which FMC soid several
years aeo to the Burlington Nonhcrn
rallroad.

Thal oh<lacle was overcome yester-
day when, as partl of Its sgreement
with environmental officlals, FMC
agreed lo rermove the barrels and to
excavate gnll from the adjacent site
and trent it in the containment vauit.
That will force the company ta en-
large the cize of the vault, which
originslly was designed (o contain
31.000 cubi~c yards of contaminated
soil. -
Although the MPCA board unani-
mously approved FMC's cleanup
pinn, s~vers! board members ex-
pressed concerns about the contain-
ment vaull They pointed out that it
will becom~ 8 hazardous-waste sile
and must be monitored for decades.

“If Inls is the nntion's No. 1 problem.
then It's renily <cary o deal with It,”
sald Lois West, a bnard member

from Alhert Lea. But she and other
members sald the plan appears to be
n safe and long-term solution to the
waste problem.

US. Rep. Gerry Slkorski, whose

Sixth District includes Fridiey, sald

yesterday that he was pleased with

the agreement. The Democraltic con-

gressman has been sharply critical

of the EPA for Mts past handiing of
’ hazardous-waste problems.

)0

gram with FMC.

The key feature of that program is ¢
huge confainment vault that worken
have begun excavatling on FMC prop
erty just south of its Northemm Ord:
nance Division plant at 4800 E. River
Rd. It Is being dug In an area of thick
clay thal FMC says will prevent
wastes from seeping into ground wa-
ter. As an added precaution, the Inte-
rior of the vault will be lined with
plastic.

Contnminated soll will be hauled into
the vault and, within It, forced by eair
through synthetic filters designed to
neulralize lthe (oxicily of the cheml-
cals. The alr will gradually be emit-
ted into the atmosphere, a process
that FMC and the agencies sald will
nol threaten health or the eaviron-
ment.

The [iiters themselves will, in effect,
become hazardous wastes, FMC sald
they will be replaced periodically
and the old fillers hauled to ap-
proved dispo<al sites In other states.
Minnesota does not bave such a site.

Fridley site
cleanup

plan OK’d

By Allen Short P fu‘b b\“ k-‘
Statf Writer

A plan by FMC Corp. to spend $6 million over the
next 30 years lo clean up chemical contamination at
the nation’s most dangetous hazardous waste dump
was approved Wednesday by [ederal and state envi-
ronmental officials.

The consent order requiring FMC to remove buried
chemical wastes and to trcat thousands of tons of con-
taminated soil at the Fridley dump site was signed by
representatives of the Chicago-based company, the
U.S. Fovironinental Protection Agency and the Minne-
sota Pollution Control Agency.

The site was used by FMC and the previous owner,
Northern Pump Co., as 2 dumip and incineration site
for industrial solvents, paint siudge and other wastes
between 1945 and 1969. It now is occupied by North-
ern Ordnance, a division of FMC that manufactures
missile launchers and gun mounts for the U.S. Navy,
and by Burlington Northern Railroad.

s \\' 'I{"
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El'A officials say tne site 1s tne worst ol the nation's

418 most dangerous waste dumps because it is only a
quarier-imile upstream from where Minneapolis
draws drinking water from the Mississippi River.

Several wells on the site have been closed because
of contamination by organic chemicals, including tri-
chlornethylene, a widely used industrial solvent and
suspected cancer-causing swbstance. Trace amounts
of thr chrmical also have been found in Lthe Minneapo-
lis water supply.

Although the IPCA and EPA are allowed by state
and federal laws to seck civil fines {rom operators of
hazardous waste dumps, none were sought in the
agrerment signed Wednesday.

However, the company agreed to pay the PCA
$74,000 and the EPA $10,000 to reimburse the agen-
cies for site investigations conducted by agency staf{
members during past two years. The company also
will pay the agencies for future costs in administering
the cleanup plan.

“I beheve this is a good order,” Jay Helffern, deputy
executive director of the PCA, told members of the
agency board. “This is an auspicious beginning to the
implementation of the state superfund biil.”

Although PCA officials disagree with their EPA
counterparis on whether the Fridley site is actually
the nation’s worst waste dump, the decontamination
plan was hailed by both agencies as an example of
EPA’s now “fasl-track” policy of expediting hazard-
ous wasie cleanups.

The EPA's performance record under the $1.6 mil-
lion federal superfund law has been widely criticized
in Washington, where il contributed earlier this year
to the resignation of several top agency officials, in-
cluding that of administrator Anne Burford.

One of the EPA’s chief congressional critics, Rep.
Gerry Sikorksi, D-Minn,, offered praise for the clean-

up plan rhortly after it was signed. *

“The EFA has demonstrated its proper role hy
working with FMC to aggressively seek a solulion
rather than obstruct the process of hazardous waste
cleanup.” said Sikorski, whose district includes the
Fridiey waste site. .

PCA board members, in turn, lauded the company
and the agency staff for producing a cleanup plan that
won'l saddle taxpayers with the bill, which could
amount Lo $6 million.

Study says

blood lead
levels drop
drastically

Associated Press.

Boston, Mamn,
The amouni of poisopous lead in
peaple’s blood fell dramatically dur-
tnr, the late 19705, probahly because
of declining y<e of lended gasoline, a
federal study concludes.

Righ levels of lead in the body are
a;:cimed with learping problems
and low intelligence, and some re-
searchers fear (hat lesser amounts
may also be dangerous.

The survey shows that average blood
lead lcvel: across the United States
dropped aboul 37 percenl between
1076 and 1980, The decline was 50
sharp hat the researchers st first
feared they had made a mistake.

Chnanges in (he amount of two olher
possible sources of the substance —
lend-based paint and lead-tainted
food — could not account for so
greatl a drop. the researchers said.
They concluded that “the most likely
&xplanation for the fall in blogd lead
levels ts a reductlon ta (he lead con-
tent of gasoline during this period.”

1
Abbul 90 percent af all the lead in
the alr comes (rom gasoline, they
noted. During the four-year period,
the total amount of lead used in
gasoline production decreased aboul
35 percent

M ]
The study :was directed by Dr Jo-
seph Annest of the National Center
for Health Statistics In Hynttsville,
Md. it was published In today's issue
of the New England Journal of Medi-
cine. o
A ]

The study, calied the second Natlon-
ul Henlth and Nutrition Examination
Survey, sampled (he blood of 27,801
people living In 64 areas across the
nation.

Blood tead levels fell the most — 42
percenl — amoung white children
age S and younger. The decline of 31
perceni among biacks of all ages was
the smallest of all the groups
checked.

/
The fevel of fcad in the blood of an
sversge US. resident fell from 14.6
micrograms per dectilter in Febru-
ary 1876 to 8.2 micrograms in Febru-
ary 1980. A microgram Is one-mil-
Honth of & gram.

According to standards sel by the
Centers for Disease Control in Atlan-
ta, people have undue levels of lead
if concentrates exceed J0 micro-
grams.

Last Seplember. researchers using
figures gathered during the same
survey concluded that in 1978, 4
percent of all youngsters age 5 and
under had elevated levels of lead in
their blood. But levels were much
higher for biacks (han for whiles,
even when the two races lived in
similar poor. city neighborhoods.

Manutacturers were required to
build cars beginning with 1975 mod-
eis that burned unleaded gasoline.

Joel Schwartz, an analyst for the
Environmental Protection Agency in
Washington, said_27 percent of lhe
gnsoline burmed in 1977 was unlead-
ed, compared with 47 perceat In
1980.

During (his period, he sald. many
older cars thal used leaded fuei
were junked. and federal regulations
also reduced the amount of fead that
could be used in.ieaded gasoline.
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In ap agre~moant hiiled as a
tocel of the abils «f ivoustre and
fovernment 1o poecoliale, s2te and
federal officials ard (ke FMC
Corp. Vednesday completed a $6
millien eleanup 27roccuent for ti.e
coinpany’s liertLom Ordnance [
visionin Fridley.
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Nite roimlzrioaa it for exsontos
ted in ciisiuag vp e site,
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site.

It was that potential threat to
drirking water which prompled
tke U.S. Environmeintal I'rulection
Agency (o taik the site -3t sum-
mer as the vorst in the country.
The rankire was part of the LPA's
priority listing uider the sureriund
program, & luad crested frein tas-
cs on industry for clearup of tuac
waste sites naticowiue.

The EPA's rarting forced 1o
company to the rosouau: § tulle
Jast Seprember, anl e timoan-
nounced in late May that it wonid
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censtruct a clag-lin4 vault 1o knl4
« and treat contanunated ceils.

Camnany offieisls 2ay the vaull

couid bie completed this summer,

Under the arreement. FUC will

. spend $8 1nilion far the faciiity,
and wiil pav the 1'CA $54.600 for
time and evpeeses involved in liie
AZCCY's mdRtonee of the site,

The company alea will pay the
El :

A $16.009 for jts site investiza-

tions and wi)j reimburse both aien-
cics Jor fulvre cnts incurred in
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Company Will Clean Up

|

THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 198)

No. 1 Toxic Waste Dump

bparinl 10 Th tepw Yot )i

FRIDIFY, Mion, Jun=8 — The FM(
Corporation plans 1o spend $6 miilion to
clean up a site here that the Federa! En.
vironmenta) Protection Agency says is
the nation's most dangerous
waste dump.

The Federnl lfmcy and Minnesota
environmenta) officials today approved
the cleanup, which will entall treating
up 1o 58,000 cubic yards of soll to re-
move chemical contaminants, includ-
ing trichioroethylene, s suspected car-
cinogen. The soll will be excavated
from a flat, weedy tract of severa)
acres near the company's munititions
manufacturing plant {n Fridley, 2 com-
munity of 31,000 people just north of
Minneapolis on the Mississippi River,

Chemical wastes were od for
more than two decades at the site. Last
December the F?dernl agency put the
site at the top of a "“nat riorit
list** of the 418 most dangerous fmun{v
ous waste sites around the country to be
dealt with under the agency’s fund for
toxic durnp sites,

But the cleanup plan approved today
;will not require the use of Federal or
istale money. FMC will finance the en-

tre program and will be responsible for
the cost of protecting the public heaith
and the environment from any harm
that might stem from chemical wastem
buried at the site. The company will
aiso reimburse the Federal and swate
governments for past apd future ex.
penses in Investigsting the site and
monitoring groundwater.

Legistature Acted First

The company proposed its cleanup
plan two weeks ago, & month after the
Minnesota legislature approved a state
cleanup fund faw similar to its the Fed-
ern) Jaw. It places pew restrictions on
companies that generute hazardous
chemical wastes and holds them labdle
for personal injuries and property dam.
age.

A company official acknowledged in
an interview that passage of the state
law was a factor in the company's deci-
sion toact on its own.

Rusty Brashear, a spokesman for the

Federal environmental agency In
Washin ., said by phone, “To my
Inowledge, and without searching the

files, this s the first time a company
bas agreed to assume all such costs.”’
The Federal agency gave the site its

The New Yert Times / June §, 1903

E.P.A. calls the Fridiey waste

dump the nation’s most dangerous.

utgent rating [Argelv becanse (Tia hall o
mile 1o the spot where Minneapolig
druws {15 drinking water from the Mis
sissippl. Minnesota environmental offi.
cis)s have disputed the rating. saying
there are at least two worse dumps in
the state.

State health officials alsa stress that
although there are extremely small
traces of trichioroethylene, or TCE, in
the water used by Minneapolis, the
levels are far below the levels allgwed
Federal drinking water standards.

Tip Recelved in 1508

The Minnesota Pollution Agency first
learned of the Fridley site in 1970 when
it received a tip through a telephone
number set up to gather information
about hazardous dumps. Officials then
began investigating the site and lsamed
that iarge amounts of solvents and
chemical degreasers were buried there.

Moxt of the waste burial, which began
in the early 1940's, was near the compa-
ny's Northern Ordnance Division piant,
which employs more than 4,000 people
to make guided missile launchers and
autornated gun mounts for the Navy.

Thomas Epley, a company vice presi.
dent, sald moet of the wastes were
buried there before FMC acquired the
aite from the Northern Pump Company
in 1984, although he said disposal con-
tinued until 1969.

Investigators have found soil oon-
tarmninated by several chemica] wastes,
aithough TCE s by far the most com-
mon. Some small plots of sol] contain up
to 200,000 per million of TCE,or 20
percent. Most of the severnl acres of
contaminated soll show concentrations
of TCE {ar below that level.

Big Vault to Be Dug

The key compaonent of the cleanup is
the excavation of & large vault able to
hold up to 58,000 cubic yurds of soll.
FMC {s to put into the vault ail soii con-
taminated with more than ) part per
miilionof TCE. -

Work has already begum on the vault
and company officials expect it will be
ready next month. It is belng dug in an
area where there is a thick layer of un-
derground clay, and the vault will be
lined and cap with plastic and at
least slx feet of low-permeabdllity clay.

Treatment equipment, including syn-
thetic fiters, will be installed beside
and In the vault. The soil wil) gradually
be treated to reduce Its toxicity and
after that the vaporized residue will be
emitted Into the stroosphere.

Mr. Epley said It was unclear how
long would be deeded to treat all the
soil, although It could be ma long as 18
yoar or more. He sajd construction of
the vault and the treatment equiproent
would cost §2 milijon.

FMC {s committed to roore studies to
determine {f there Is contamination of
the groundwater,

Mr. Epley said that the company
would pay a total of 86 million for the
cleanup, environmental studies and
long-term maintenance of the vauit and
treatment system. FMC also agreed to
reimburse the Minnesota Pollution
Agency $74,000 and the E.P.A. $10,000
for investigating the site. In addition,
FMC Is to payv the state agency up to
$20,000 annuaily and the E.P.A. up to
$3,000 for future groundwaler studies,

T T T T T T
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Joan Steffanqd Stage one of the cleanup should be completed this 4th of July

cia Fleur And in Pridley the first phase of the cleanup is scheduled to be weekeand at FMC in Fridley. If you remember about a month ago
completed this weekend at the FMC Corporation, that hazardous FMC started the 6§ million dollar cleanup of what had been lace.2:
waste dump site 13 considered by the EPA the most dangerous in the worst hazardous wasts dump site in the country. The Minnes::s
the nation and yesterday the company buried some 43,000 cubic Pollution Control Agency says that ll acres of contaminazed so:.
yards of heavily contaminated soil. Today FMC literally capped the has been placed in a clay lined vault and that should be capped =::
burial by covering that dirt with a § foot layer of clay. Later the this weekend. The vault will be covered with 6 feet of clay a-:
clay will be covered with a impermiable fabric, top soil and then a layer of top soll '

grass seed. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency says that buried

soil will continue to be purified over the next 10 years.

POR INPORNATION CALL (812) 646-1038 FOR INFORMATION CALL (811) 640~1038
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Mixe Recently the size ol tho.FMC plant in Fridley was designated as Ruth Kozlak Phas one of a clean up of toxic waste at the FMC Corporation -
Walener Ame:r::a8 most dangerous hazardous waste dump. Industrial solvents Fridley has been completed. That site has been labeled the “c:

had contaminated the ground just a quarter mile from the intake

for the city of Minneapolis drinking water supply. The company had
been cleaning up that mess and this weekend will complete phase one
of the operation, that is digging up 4),000 cubic yvards ot
tain?.d dirs which had deen deposited in a clay lined pit sealed
off from the jround water supply. Also this weekend a clay cap will
be put over tha: wasta, over the next 30 years tha wasts should be

puriflied by a process that has been approved by the Stata Pollution NevEton

Control Agency.

Kozlak

in the nation by the Environmental Pracecttion Agency. July ls-

was the deadline for the {inltial cleanup which included buz..

more than 40,000 cublc yards of chemically contaminated soi. :-

& clay lined vault at the 1l acre site. Dale Newson of the

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency says the initial cleanup was
designed to remove the sources of gound water con:antﬁn:lon, the
next phase will focus on the water itsalf,

The followups to this will be further study of the ground waser
and development of plans to remove the contamination that L8
already in the water.

Total cost of the cleanup, 6§ million dollars. Govaernor Pecrplch p!
to tour the clean up area on Tuesday and will talk with repcrte

altearwvards.

FOR INFORMATION CALL {@12) $46~1838
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Chemical-laden soil buried in Fridley

P.Press
By Alien Short 1l3|53
Btaff Writer
The FMC . has compieted

burying about 43,000 cubic yards
of chemical-laden sofl at a Fridley
site that federal officials consider
the pation’s most dangerous haz-
ardous waste dump.

The soil, heaviry contaminated
by toxic ladustrial solvents
dumped at the 1l-acre site years
ago, was placed last week in a
clay-Uned vault where it will be
aerated and purified over the next
five to 30 years, state officials said
Friday.

A series of nine tunnels will
withdraw contaminated alr from
inside the vault, said PCA bydrolo-
gist Robert Karls. The alr wﬂlfm
through activated charcoal fliters
to cleanse it of bazardous cherni-
cals. Most of the cootaminapts
eventually will be removed from
the soil through the treatment
process, PCA officials said.

FMC officials hope to cap the
vault this weekend by covering it

with a &foot layer of clay. Later
this mouth, Karls sad, an im-
permeable synthetic fabric will be
placed on top of the clay 3{; and
the vault area will be graded, cov-
ered with topeoil and sown with

grass seed,

FMC bas agreed to spend up to
$6 million to decontaminate the
Fridley site and determine the di-
rection and extent of groundwater
contamination. Construction of the
containment vaalt and installation
of equipment to clean the tainted
soil Is expected to cost the compa-
ny up to $2 million.

The site was used by FMC and
the previous owner, Northern
Pump Co., as a dump aed incinera-
tion site for Industrial solvents,
paint sludge and other wastes be-
tween 1945 and 1969. It now s oc-
cupied by Northern Ordoance, a di-
vision of FMC that manufactures
military bardware, and by Burling-
ton Northern Railroad.

FMC’s clesnup plan was ap-

state environmental officials. The
company agreed to pay the Minpe-
sota Pollution Control Agency
$74,000 and the U.S. Environmea-
tal Protection Agency $10,000 for
site investigations conducted by
state and federal officials during
the two years.

e consent order signed by
FMC also requires the company to
suggest ways to prevent contami-
nants from spreading further with-
In the regional groundwater sup-

&l‘; which empties Into the
ississippl River.

The company also will be re
jgired to recover and pro&erly

pose of more than a dozen large
barrels of chemical wastes buried
at the site. Minoesota has no l-
censed bazardous waste disposal
sites, 50 the wastes wil] have to be
shipped out of state.

EPA officials say the Fridley
site is the worst of the nation's 418
most dangerous waste dumps be-

cause |t {s only a quarter-mile up-
stream f[rom where Mloneapolis
draws drinking water from the
Mississippi.

Several wells on the site bave
been closed because of contamina.
tion by organic chemicals, includ-
ing trichloroethylene, a widely
used” Industrial solvent and sus-
pected carcinogen. Trace amounts
of the chemical have been found in
the Minneapolis water supply.

State officials disagree with the
EPA’s ranking of the Fridley site
as the worst in the nation. PCA 1o
vestigators say an abandoned pole
treating plant in St. Louis Park and
the Twin Cltles Army Ammunition
Plant in Arden Hills — have result-
ed in groundwater contaminatiog
that has affected thousands of res!-
dents in several Twin Citles sub-
urbs, including New Brighton, Ar-
den Hills, Shoreview and St.
Anthony.

proved last moanth by federal andf
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Stalf Photos by Steve Schiuter

Gnv. Rudy Perplch toured the FMC Corp. plant Tuesday in Fridiey with clean-up direclors Paul

Thompson, left, Bruce Montieth and WHllam Modatfara. /“') \\'}M\l 1&)'&3
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Perpich praises
FMC Corp. for
waste clean-up

QGov Rudy Perpich towred the
FMC Corp plant Tusaday in
Fridiey and aaid the company
was *'a good corporate
citizen’’ for cleanng up ons of
the nation’s worst loxic waste
dumps.

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency had reted
the FMC plant potentially the
wors! of the nation's 418 !
dangerous hazardous waste
aites. The site was used as &
dumping ground from the sarty
19408 until 1969, when FMC
dosed it.

“FMC has shown iisall lOobe a
good corporate citizen by
reaponding to the
environmental problems at thes
site and working diligentty with
the (Minnesota) Pollution
Control Agency to find
sohutions, " Perpich said.

The Minnesots Polution
Conlrol Agency spproved s $8
mikon company plan June 8 tor
cleaning up the contarminated
80id. FMC agreed to sxcavate

up to 68,000 cubic yards of
conlaminated sod and place it
" ] i -* in a large box-shaped
Bulidozers sealed contaminated soll into a JO-foot deep '‘con- containment area ined with
tainment area’’ lined with clay and plastic. . clay and plastic.

. p——— 3 m—
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Stal Photo by Mike Zerby

Dirt excavated rom the hazsrdous-weste storsge pit ol FMC Coarp. sncroached on lefl fleld of one of two [

:l Sports il

ds used by

pany same.

Game called on account of hazardous waste

Dirt from FMC excavation buries softball field -

Py Richard Meryhew
QIaft S riter

Fridiey
One morning In enrty June, Dich
Kuysth, o =~afor crnntract mpeciatiat
“for FMC (orp snd s pandime
§- Company e hall player ond wwn-
pire, elanc~d oat o plant window
ond discorrred that a pondly por-
" thn of nne nf two company softhall
felds wns burird under 4 beap of
LI - N

“We were suppreed (o have 8 pame
that n'ghi. Kuyath eold recently,
“ful we W (0 paipone B hecause
there wax 1his big mound of dint
oul (bere righl where beft flodd
was” -

! It was proahbably the first Eme ta the
© idon of arpanised enfitail thay

kagur gavws were canreted be-
' caune nf harardous wwstes

< The problrm alth the farld candl
t tuw <utin- ¢4 'n early June when
. hulldnrers hegan exeavating FMC
L paperty tn hulkd g 12 million con-
. tinment vealt 1 store 31,000 cubie
] yards of harardaie wastes feund

on company 3ot Whee the tractnry
ploawed wp spen field snuth of INe
piani ~nd ~ad of Fad River R4
they dump-~d 1he dirt on Ihe el
} terd porthen of one (ne giamonas

uted by 16 teams in Ihe TMC “la

i

-

\

bouse™ pofthall league (The com-
peny’s archery range wns aban bus-
fod And hot bren moved ¥ Saelber
site ea FMC property.)

“R mwet he (hree startes bigh
mid Darrell (Boso) Wiecek, the
ragne's director, describing the
Sirt pUla. “R goes from the left Aeld
foe! tine ol e way W kRt tentar
fldd " RS .
Aceording ts Weynfh, the redevel-
opem-nl Coughl the baliplayers de
Yersetem.

L I ) vy '
“We ity o1 Ynow showt U
antll we loked osut there emne
ooming” be mid “Tt mwod a It
of hewne io he beginaing ~ ]

WD ohly ane finmnad playahts,
e league games bad 0 b podt-
poord apd resheduind The dis
ruption, bowevey, was brief. -
Winred quirkty conturfod fae Prid-
ey svt Cobumbia Helghts park and
recresting d-partmean ond a doy
ster, e had found o fleid mear
Ind St endt 43r¢ Av. NE. ia Cnlum-
e Neighn

The néw dlamand ik At as canven.
oAl ad the hnme die. and i's not ns

well as the FMC felMd
(There In a0 cutfield leace), but If's
& balipart and. for sow, thal's goed
snough fer Vinoek, L

“N's preaty clone i the plasd, shewt
five minuten.” Wiscek mid. “Frid-
oy bar offered we 8 sHe alen, but
this wex o ULittte bit closer, if we'd
gree 0 Fridiey, N meant prtiing oe
B treewwy . . and Dveres quite a
Machup on that ‘n be late sfler-
mocm. It Just worked out & INtie
aicer over la Columbla Reigh™

Arcerdiag 10 Kuysth. the playnrs
don’l snem (o mind the shor! drive
He sdmits, however, fhad i's tough
playing witbou! an eulfieid lesce

“I's aice tc have 8 home.run
fence.” b mid. “Thares 8 smell
fence owl ta righl flold of this prw
fleld, Gul s & femre 8 guy b
around hie heuse It juts ot B
Srom (he Soul ae bs right fied, -l
N dorsa go ot] e WU sreund ihe
outfield | wmpired there yesierday
and o guy bH eae ia there There
happeny s be 8 dag In there, loe.
ond he weal ofer he ball™

Kuyniny .“ quru. ore boping the
company’s baNplayers woa't ave
10 compete with the dog for oo

nng. Acosrding e FMC offictain,
the veuk s supponad
5 de Dosed sad erwied by Aug 1.
That prebably means the FMC
fizid will be playsbie by mext
ring

Fad whriber R will be ready (n
time rw FMCs league playsths in
Aogud remaies o be seea.

“The leaces womid have 40 be pwi

op spria, and (At would tAke some
time.” Wiacek mid “We'd wave 10
start frem scraich My feeling i
et e sutfield wnalds be bad,
we judt wouida't have the graw out
there.

“Put | really donY es¢ any way we
cea Ninkd playing nay Mmore games
on Ohat diamend, o! loast Bot (hix
year.®
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Hazardous waste vauit

woik going smoothly

Construction of a $2 milllon haz-
nrdous wasle containment vauit on
_ 'MC Corp. property in Fridley is
going smoothly, according to Biil
Warren, a company counsel.

“We're nroceeding on schedule.”
Wariren sud Tuesday, “We plan to
have W finished by the first week In
August. We've got the vaull itself

contained. nnd we've got the one
clay layer over the top.”

The vault, at the southwest corner
of 'MC property near East River
Rd . will store about 50,000 cublc
yards of contaminated zoll discov-
ered on FMC properly several
yeais agn. The vault Is now lined

wilh clay and synthelic liners,

{illed with the contaminaicd soil

and covered with mare clay and
synthetic finers. in the next week,
sand. topsotl and grass will be add-
ed 10 cover the vault. A trealment
system will be installed to Ireat the

s0il as it decomposes.

wearren sald construction workers
are filling in the hole left hy the
excavation of the contaminated
soil.

North
wind
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St. Paul’'s storm overflow
treatment charge holds no
water with Falcon Heights

In a variation of the David and Goliath story, Falcon
Heights might go against St. aul with a legal slingshot.

Falcon Heights officials are displeased (o be among sub-
urbs St. Paul wanis to charge for the treatment of overfiow
slorm water. They say they paid their fare in 1957 and now
are being charged again.

So, while seven other communities might not challenge a
ruling by Ramsey District Judge Harold Schultz that the
suburbs pay St. Paul about $288,000 a year, Falcon Ieights
feels it has a strong leg to stand on.

How strong? Well, is $420,000 strong enough?

That’s how much Counciiman Paul Ciernia calculates Fal-
con [leights should get back {rom St. Paul for a 1957 invest-
ment of $88,000, money the citly claims it paid to help St.
Paul finance the separation of storm and sanitary sewers in
return for taking some of the suburb’s storm water.

Ciernia used investinent interest rales for each of the past
25 years to calculate today's value of the $88,000 payment.

That charge was determined by St. Paul and included in
an ordinance both cities adopled in 1957, when Falcon
Heights wanted to construct storm sewers o carry water to
Lake Como. ‘

The overllow {romi Como and three other lakes into St.
Paul's combined sewer system forined the basis for the
charge (o the suburbs for waler treatinent.

Falcon Heighls’ share of that charge is about $6,400.

“Other suburban cities agrced Falcon Heights shouldn’t
have been included because we already paid our share,” said
Mayor Willis Warkentien. “The others didn’t pay St. Paul
previously. We did, but St. I’aul never went ahead with the
sewer scparation.”

The council last week asked for a meeting with attorney
John Bannigan to discuss possible aclion against St. Paul.

Please see Charge /2N

Charge

M Continued from Page 1N

“Since the money already is in-
vested, we have no olher choice
than to pursue it,” said Councii-
woman Rice' Cheslovich, “We'd
like to hear from Banmgan and
consider whal cost is involved.”

City Administrator Dewan
Barnes =aid “They borrowed our
money without good intentions. |

could handie the $6,400 il | could

have the $427,000 back to invest,”
Barnes said.

Bannigan agreed that Falcon
Heights may be in a unique posi-
Lion.

“Ne one ever mentioned tn them
that they would be exposed (to ad-
ditional charges) for having their
waler run into Como, especially
for treating that water,” Bannigan
said. “That's wherc they fccl

they've been had. At St. Paul's re-

quest they separaled their sewers
and got their water over to Como.
Now there's no control for the ac-
celerating cosls of treating that
waler.”

Incidentaily, without the storm
water [rom the suburbs, St. Paul
might have only a swamp where
Lake Como is. As it is, pumping is
required some years to keep the
lake level up.
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Voluniary Gleanu:
Another Option For Generators

L..._.w/l__l/...w,i

Margaret M. Nemee
Editor

H prrg any generators find that
4/ f battles with EPA, Lhe
UL// Justice Dept. and state

™ enviromimental  agencies
over cleanup of waste siles aic
time consumiing,  expensive, and
invariably just put  off the in-

TESIVIAY oy Dol 1o

cvitable cleapup. In most cascs,
the option results in far greater
costs and penaltics for gencerators
who e finally forced into action.

There is another way: voluntary
cleanup. Two companies, who
with the above and other reasons
in mind, are committing more than
$12 million for voluntary cleanup
of sites which have stored their
manuflacturing wastes since the
19-10s and 1950s.

HAIWAL applauds these com-
panies for their actions. No doubt.
federal and state agency pressure
wiis a motivating factor, but the
fact remains that these companies
aic doing somcthing to solve
serious problems and are nol drag-
ging their feet.

First Stop, Fridley, MN

FMC Corporation's albatross is
the Fridley site, located in Fridley,
MN, just north of Minncapolis on
the Mississippi River, where muni-
tions wastes from its Northern
Oidnance Div. plant were buried
during the 1940s through the
mid-1960s. Large amounts of sol-
vents and chemical degreasers are
in the site.

The Fridley/FMC site was
originally ranked as the worst in
the country on EPA’s preliminary
National Priorities List, and has
since dropped to the number 17
spol thanks to company cleanup
efforts.

FMC will treat some 38,000
cubic yards of soil to remove
chemical contaminants, primarily
trichlorethylene, a suspected car-
cinogen.

A large vault was conslrucled
last year in an arca with a thick
layer of undergionnd clay. Con-
taminated soil was placed in the
lincd vault together with wasle
treatment cquipment — essentially
a methane collection system. The
vault was then capped with plastic
and a layer of low-permeability
clay.

Company spokesmen tell
HMWM that the system is current-
ly undergning a six-month cahbia-
tion phasc to cnsurce its clfec
tiveness. Contaminants which aic
cventually removed will be placed
in secure hazardous waste landfills
or incinerated.

As for the cost, $6 million has
heen earmarked for cleanup alone.
The company has alrcady reim.
bursed the Minnesota Pollution
Agency $74,000 and EPA $10,000
for site investigations. and has
committed up to £25,000 annually
for future groundwater studies,

3M Ellorts

3M. a ncighboring corporate
giant in St. Paul, MN, joined the
bandwagon around the same time
as FMC, and will spend $6 million
on cleanup of a cluster of three ad-
joining waste sites in Oakdale,
MN, just cast of St. PPaul. Wasics
stored al thesc sites include
benzenc and cthyl benzene.

Interestingly, 3M is not the only
renerator with wastes at these
sites, but dccided that it would
take a leading role in clcanup.

In addition to its cstimated $6
million cleanup tab, 3M reim-
bursed federal and slate agencics
for their investigations, and spent
$1 million on ils own initial in-
vestigation.

Spokesmen for both companics
note that cleanup and groundwater
are long-{crm work propositions.

A Growing Trend?

No doubt other companics
across the country are pursuing or
are considering similar voluntary
aclion. JIAIWAL encourages this
trend as it will help defuse many of
the country’s hazardous waste time
Lombs. Too, such action may help
1estore Juster to Cotporate Ames-
ca's image which, as we all know,
has been sullied in recent years
aver such vexing envitonmentad
problems.




By Dean Rebultest7r, v
Stat! Writer Ihb“‘"
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As part'of s $6.7 mHlion profect, the
FMC Corp. has agreed lo prevent
toxic chemicals from entering the
" Minneapolls water supply by pump-

ing lilon . getlons ol contami-
anted. Jyater from an aquifer
in E [3 A i

N0 oA e
Trates o1 ¥h¢ { In the shallow
Nuﬂ;&,"te.}:gpl “into the Missls-
sippl River_just, lipstresm from
where Mlanespolls, draws its drink-
ing dmter. The chemicals come from
an FMCowned tract that the federal

government formeriv called the ne-
tion’s most dangerous waste dump.

The tract is st FMC's Nortbern Ord-
nance Division plant, which makes
weapons systems for the Navy.

Under an sgreement approved Tues. |

day by state officlals, FMC will
pump contaminated ground waler
from beneath the site, and the waler
will be treated before being dis
charged Into the Mississippi for
downstream {rom Minneapolis. The
project will cost FMC an estimated
$700,000, and could cost more If
stnte officials determine (hat addi-
_ticna) pumpling is needed. _
That is.in nddltlo%o the $6 million
that FMC e spedding to excavate
and (1eat contaminated soli over the
next 30 years In one of the biggest
waste cleanup projects in Minnesola.
The FMC project is about A half-mile
upstream from the poinl on the Mis-
sissippl where water is drawn for use
by 550,000 peopie In Minneapolis

_t: P
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FMC's agreement with the MCPA
does oot require tbe company to
pump out all contamiasted ground
waler from” benesth (ts property.
Rather, It requires the removal of all
ground waler containing trichloro-
ethylene at concentrations greater
than the level considered necessary
to protect public heallh and water
quality at the Mianeapolls water in-
lake. .

FMC also has sgreed to pay $9,578
into the state’s hazardous-waste
“superfund,” which is designed lo
belp clean up worrisome dumps.
That money is to reimburse the
MPCA for costs it has incurred inves-
tigating the PMC site in Fridley. In

\ addition, FMC will reimburse the
\ state fund for fulure expenses in-
, curred by the MPCA in carrying out
" the agreement approved yesterday.

; But the key feature of Lhe agreement
Is the removal of coniaminated
ground water, sald David Richlield,
the MPCA official overseeing Lhe
cleanup project.

“We belleve thal five years of pump-
Ing will resuit In an adequate clean-
up.” he said. “Thal wouid constitute
about 250 milllon galions of contami-
nated walter.”

Richfield said the state agency witl
monitor the projecl snd after two
years will annually reassess the need
for additional pumping of tainted
water from the aquifer, which is 75
to 100 feet deep. Ground water io the

and <ix suburbs that buy treated wa-
ter from the city.

Under Its agreement wilh the Minne-
snla Pollution Control Apency
(MPCA), FMC Is required to pump
out pround water tainted by toxic
chemical wastes, primarily trichlor-
oethylene, & suspected CANCETCBUS-

1o prevenl ground-wales conlalnin
harmful levels of that substanc
from seeping beyond tbe company's
property line and into the Mississip-

ph.
After the talated water is brought to
a sanitary sewer that runs la the big

metropolitan sewagedreatment plant
8t Pig’s Eye Lake in St Peul. Ther

{ng substance. That work is intendes #

the surface, it will be discharged |nl:H

Fridley
4 FMC plant |

and disposal site

|
Mssis oo Piver Dmmop

Columbla
Helghts
Minneapolis
water intake

Minneapolis

T ot Tetneme Sug

the water will be lm!e_d before be

mp out contaminated
ground water

aquifer generally flows westward
toward (e Mississippl.

The MPCA sald lests show that
ground water benesth the FMC site

has concentrations of up 1o 3
parts per bitlion of lrlchlol:oelhy?é:()eo
Those levels fall to 150 parls per
billion or less in ground water just )
beyo_nd the FMC property line. The
maximum level for (hat chemical in

public water supplies
billion. pplies Is 5 parts per

Arlen Wiltrock, an FMC spokesm

smg the pumping project will coslaal:;
estimated $700,000. Al told, FMC
will spend al least $6.7 million fo
Clean up the Fridley site, which the
US. Eavironmental ‘roleclion Agen.
¢y (EPA) cited in 1983 as the na-
ton's most dangerous dump, largely
bccaus_c of its proximity to the Min.
neapolis waler intake. FMC's clean-

-Up work has since prompted the

EPA to reclassity (he tract, and it

-Mow is listed as the 17th most worri-

sorae site on a nationsl list of several

bundred dumps.

; In terms of money actually commit-
ted to cleanup work, the FMC proj-
ect is the second largest In Minneso-
ta. 'Rlchﬂeld sald the biggest such
project was jn Oakdale, where JIM
Co. bas spent $11 militon to clean up
several dumps,

The bulk of FMC's money w
excavating and trealing Jyssgts) :ﬁﬁ'.'é
yards of contaminated soll. It s
contained in a large, clay-lined vnuli
that FMC duilt on its property. With-
In the vault, solt Is forced by air
through synthetic flters designed to
neutralize the toxiclty of the chemi.
cals. The wmir is gradually emitted
into the atmosphere. a process thai
"~ the MPCA says does not (hreaten
- bealth or the environment.




