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MPCA
hoping
to avoid
cleanup
costs
By K»vln Dim

Public funds sl>ould not finance the
cleanup ol a Fndlrv hazardous-waste
dump thai gamed national attention
last week (or lopping the Environ-
mental Protection Agency's (EPA1
most-dangerous Int. a stale agency
insisted Monday.

"If at all possible, we will try to gel the
responsible p-irty to pay for what
has to l>e t'on<'," taid Paul Hoff. a
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) spokr sm.in. "We won't use
public money unless it can'l be
helped"

The Fndlpy sii", owned by the FMC
Corp. that operates a munitions plant
nearby, w.is r^led the nation's most
dangerous dump because its leaking
chrmiral solvrnls havr contaminated
nr,irby wrlls .n>d tlirrjlrn to (xjllule
Minneapolis' water supply.

The site hrad-d a Itsl of 418 aban-
doned dumps in ll>e United Stales, in-

eluding nine others in Minnesota
The list determines which sites will
have first dibs on H 6 billion in
clean-up money from the federal Su-
perfund.

U.S Rep Gerry Sikorski(DFl-6lh
District) already has sent * letter to

.EPA head Anne Gorsuch requesting
Superlund Hollars to clean up lour
hazardous-waste dumps in Ins dis-
trict, including the FMC-Fridlcy site.

But the MPCA does not anticipate the
need (or any Superfund money, br-
cause "so far FMC has cooperated
and done what had to be done."
Hoff said

There is afso some dispute whether
the Fridley site would qualify for Su-
perlund money t

"The so-called Superfund WAS basi-
cally put together to deal with aban.
doned waste dumps or dumps where
companies were no longer solvent,
and this certainly doesn't apply
here." said Richard Johnston, an
FMC spokesman. "We recognize our
responsibility and are ready to do
whatever is necessary to keep the
dump from becoming a hazard."

The FMC Corp used the 11 -acre site
to dump several types of waste, in-
cluding solvent TCE. from 19M to
1969 But no ooe knows which chem-
icals were dumped there by the
Nortl>em Ordinance Co., FMC's pre-
decessor at the site, because compa-
nies were not requited to keep waste
records then.

Dumps to 13

Dumps from 5
Officials don't know how much the
cleanup will cost or how long it will
take.

"Until further toil and groundwaler
I studies arc completed, we don't
know what additional work will be

i required," (ohnston said.

According to MPCA's tests, the
chemical seepage from the Fridley

I site does not pose a hazard to any
drinking water. Traces ol TCE m the
Mississippi River have reached a
level of one pan per billion; a level of
27 parts per billion is considered a
health hazard.

The MPCA found rJwt rliree >**ll» on
FMC property contained TCE levels
in excess of the standard, and subse-
quently closed them. TCE traces also
were found in one municipal well in
Fridley, but they fell within (he safety
margin, Hoff uid.

In (he long run, officials must decide
whether to try for containment or re-
moval of the leaked chemicals, Hoff
uid. Contaminated water could be
flopped from flowing away from the
lite if rt were pumped out and allow-
ed to evaporate. The other approach
would be the excavation and removal
of solid waste matter.

The latter choice would still present a
waste disposal problem, however.
"because everything mu»l go some-
where, including what they dig out."
Hoff said. This would require ship-
ping the hazardous waste outside the
ctate, because Minnesota has no ap-
proved hazardous-waste disposal
sites.

Meanwhile, the Minnesota Depart
men! of Transportation will step up its
enforcement of hazardous waste
transportation regulations. Gordon
Boldt. acting director, announced
last week.

Minnesota still has 58 known "irn- .
proper" hazaidous-wasle dumps.
Ho'l said, some of which, like tne
Reilly Tar and Chemical dump in St.
Louis P»rV. the MPCA considers
more dangerous than the Fridley site

The discrepancy between the EPA
and MPCA rankings arises from the
tUte agency's emphasis on "actual"
rather than "potential" damages,
Hoff uid

Because the Fridley dump has not
contaminated drinking water sour-
ce*, the MPCA does not consider it as
dangerous at the Reilly Tar lite,
where hazardous wastes were thrown

directly into a well decades ago.

"This made for a real baH situation."
Hoff said, "because the well pro-
vided a pathway for reac hing the
groundwaler."

Last week the MPCA received a long
awaited J1.9 million from the Super-
fund to clean up the SI I ouis Park
dump. But this won't prevent (he
slate, the federal government, and
the City ol St. Louts Park from suing
Reilly Tar and Chemical for dam-
ages.

"All the work has been done at
public expense so far. and we think
the company ought to be held re-
sponsible." Hoff said.

Because Minnesota had no specific
hazardous waste regulations before
1980.Hoff said, the state will rely on
commonlaw provisions against cre-
ating public health problems.

"The EPA list was put out because
Ihey're required to do it under the Su-
perfund law," the MPCA spokesman
uid. "But that doesn't guarantee thai
more funds will come. But if we can
dean up the dumps without resorting
to public money, so much the
better."

Other Minnesota dump sites on the
EPA lilt are in St. Paul. Oakdale.
New Brighton-Afden Hills. St. Louis
Park, twoothers in Anoka County.
and one each In Crow Wing and Blue
Earth counties.
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State uncovers waste dumps
with help of 'hot line' tipsters
By Dean McbitUnl
Staff Writer 4|l»ri3

II started with a telephone call In
Inte IBM The caller said there
might be a serious environmental
problem In Fridley.

The caller said chemical wastes
were burled near a munitions plant
and urged hlf listener, an employee
of the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA). to Investigate.

That tip led to the discovery of what
the federal government says Is the
most dangerous known hauirdous-
wnste dump In the United Stales. It
altd led to the discovery of two other
worrisome dumps In Use same area.

"We wouldn't know about the other
sties If we hadn't gotten a dp about
the first one." said Michael Kanner.
"We don't mind taking credit for
doing a good job and finding the
other two. but It really started with
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Hotline C*otl«»ed frtra p«|

also ft up a "hot line" for cltlrens to
r<?«T(«iKp«c(e<l, Illegal dumps. The
•genry since has received 5*0 such
tips. They have led Kanner and his
fellow Investigators to perhaps as
many as K of the sites subsequently
entered on the MPCVi hazardous-
waste log. '

The tog hi a IM «f tHm that the
MPC\ believes po»e • real or poten-
tial threat to public health »ndj*ie
rnvtitameiJL About 70 sites nave
hern' (feted on ll)t log" since It WM
rrenled. but some have been
dropped because of cleanup work.

ll\e IOR was created, the MPCA
•Irrndy knew about Jl waste dumps
«catterrd across Minnesota. The log
now list' 61 dumps. Including the one
neat the FMC munitions plant In
Fridley.

Thr U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency snys that dump Is the na-
tion s most dangerous hazardnus-
wasle disposal site. The MPCA
dof-n'i agree with (hat rating. saying
thete are wors* dumps In Minnesota
Slat" officials nlso say that. Judging
by iheir studies, chemicals dumped
at lite Frldlry «lte ere not an imml-
nenl health hazard.

But the MPCA Isn't pooh-poohing the
por-nfifll problem of ground water
contamination at the rite, and Kan-
Of i stiMsed that he's delighted that
someone look the Ume to tip off his
agency

Hr Isn't revealing anything else
ab'iut Itial tipster. Hf keeps wch
Information confidential to ensure
thnt the public will continue provld-
Inr wurthwhlle tips.

The hot line Is not quite like the one
that connects Ronald Reagan and
Yuri Andropov. In fact, although
there /s a hot-line phone for citizens
to complain about hazardous wastes,
the agency receives Its tips several
way*.

For example, the one that led to the
discovery of Ike PMC dump file was
received by the MPCA's waler-quall-
ty division, which passed It to Kan-
ner'i team. Similar referrals have
been made by other MPCA units.

"When we sel up the hot line. I
thought It would be a mixed bag."
sntd Kanner. "I expected a wldf
mnge of lips, from nut calls to folks
with solid Information. And we ft»v*
gotten tome real zeros, and tome
Information we already knew about.
Put we've also gotten Information
that we didn't have ourselves, and
that Includes the FMC site."

As valuable as that tip WM, It was
only the first step In the long process
of determining whether the site actu-
ally contained h*zartou* waste*.

After Kanner go) the Up. bis Invert!-
galor* began poring over documents
to determine what wattes might
have been produced by PMC's
Norther* Ordnance Division and
burled at the Fridley site They also
•crutlnlzed aerial photographs, an In-
vestigative tool that ha* proved valu-
able.

Several government ageiteles and at
least on> prtotte btedne* have ex-
tensive collection* of aerial photo-
graphs of Minnesota, and particular-
ly the Twin atles area, dating back
to Die 1940s Uttng magnifying glass-
es, (he MPCA Investigators spotted
on one photo an are* near the FMC
plant where large amounts of lopcoll
had been excavated.

that Up."

Kanner heads the MPCA's Hazard-
ous Waste Strike Force. It's not a
title that he likes ("It makes us
sound like we carry machine guns"),
but It's a title befitting » team thai
ferrets out chemical caches.

The nine-member team was formed
In November 1980. when the MPCA

Hotline continued on page IDA

They determined (hat solvents, ptInt
sludges and other waste chemicals
had been bcrted on Die tract and
that the wastes bad contaminated
ground water. They learned that tne
wastes had been dumped from Ittl
through 1994 by Northern Pump Co..
and from 1M4 »rough 1969 by FMC.
The MPCA took Its evidence to FMC.
which Is cooperwUng with slate offi-
cials In Investigating the contamina-
tion. -̂

But the original tip led to another
dlacovery. While tcrullnlilng an aer-
ial photo of a tract nett to FMC's
property, an MPCA Investigator spot-

. ted what appenred to be • trench
containing large drums.

Kanner said his team learned that
the drums contained Industrial sol-
vents, and that they were burled in
the trench during the 1970s. The «Ke
Is pnrt of the US Navy's Naval Sea
Systems Command. The navy is ex-
amining It? records In determine
how much wmste Is burled there, and
is preparing a plan for removal of
the drums.

And the original tip *ed to a third
dump. Kanner explained that, after
the discovery of the FMC dump, a
nearby firm decided to simple a
well on Its property to determine if
chemicals had contaminated the wa-
ter.

The well was tainted, and so was
ground water below that property
Kanner said the well's owner. Kurt
Manufacturing Co.. Uien complained
to FMC. suggesting that the muni-
tions maker was the source of the
contaminants.

In turn. FMC told the MPCA about
the problem at the well owned by
Kurt, which makes machine pans.
The MPCA has asked the company
to determine the source of (he chem-
ical contaminants.

"The best pan of this Job is the
detective work." said Kanner "ll'» a
lot ot fun. and our Invnttgnlivr work
Involves using everything from nrr- £, " '
lal pliotos lo old newspntwf flip
nines, -maps and Information ni (he
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He Mid tl:p.t nlihour.h »>e
Imve been p-:-'»le from nil walKs n(
life, many on *. nrkers who cnll to
compiiiln thai ineir employer* mlr.lil
te Improperly dtvpottng o( Ihc com-
pany's chemical vros»es.

Bui some dps haven't proved fruit-
ful.
• f i • .
For ernrnple. Knnnrr onre talked
with nn <-l(ieMy «oman who coin-
pln.lne;! of rone rppsrfntly «Jnnr.-r-
ous [y.mk In ht r yard She said II hnd
crowed the trncc dividing her prop-
erty from c neighbor's yard.

The punk turned out In be foap rue1*,
(be frotliy residue of a »csbed coi.

On another "ro.Mnn c mnn cn'rt-
plained ol thr dumping or hnuudous
wn.iics. but declined to &|ve the
MPCA, irnny d'taili He Mid the
dumping wa< part of a Rlotinl c<»>
splracy. Mnt'ng that he mlr.nl l>e
wpjected to dfji-.Uc reprisals If the
cor isplrniois l e a r n e d l ie bad
squtiiled to tic minorities.

tiller recently
tlmt f-om?- rtv-.'slerlp'M metnl tiirels
bnrt viisl.ed RSIiore M Lnte Mlnne-
(onkft. Knnnrr 9 Investigators h."\e
yet tn rlieti: oi't t!'sl tip. hut li«
iu-.prct3-'h»\')l ('.IK' ifcM llic l^irrl.-.
are the i:tn::^ni.i of u pontoon I'o.ii.

V'hlch I-' in-; >•'' r. picblrm- It ln'<-«
the l:ivc*'!r;. oir ;-.1v>\it (cur "" cl :, to
Inspect n !/i' ii.u tip i;t:r.3nRlly.

Snm'.tln,':? i:so.:s I've sliUc clp • •; to
home.

V,'it:re rc.-f. ''y r.^t wi" *b:'it c rrm-
I any

rcrl
i I'

My C;T( r'lRriv.f.n-
-'nry lr-,ic r! • '"Irnl

. iv -I nn ii:v. i-

More are f/iPCA's
hoMlnenumbors
Mlnnrsot/ins *hp kno* «.'herc
hniarrious wnitcs mir.ht be
burled should roll the dot-line
number — (612) 2<O-273fi — nt
the Mlnnrvt.i Pollution Con-
trol Agency (MPCA). Outsialr
rrslrttnts win dhl n Icll-free
numbrr. 1-800-6S3-9717. Dolh
lelephpnes nrc mnnnrrt from 8
n.m. to < 30 p.m., Monday
through Frldny.

There «Lvi Is on dfltr-hours
"spills" phone, to be usrd
when rpiiird chcmirnl^ or oth-
er w-isies pwe nn Imminent
t!irrnt to public henlth or Die
envlipiinient. lt« numhei I1;
(CI2) 2!'fr737.1. but the MPCA

Its u?sc for nny-
R other limn emergencies.

pnlor. r.nirc WjL<x)n, lo check I! out.

Wilson tfr.med thni (he company In-
deed h;id nncc riperetrd In the str.te.
but bo told Wikre Ihnl K was difficult
to find more specific data nboul (he
firm.

V/ltre turn Ml to n jwiKlWc source of
Information- A I9HO SI. Paul tele-
phone directory. Vflllf.' It revenlcc1

ll:hl t! 'C elcslve eornpitnv once was
loc.il"d r,t 1---35 »'. County Rd. R2 In

Thni lir-pppp.s tn be thr bHlldlnc. thnt
hns I!;" rn^.ln oflicv Of — \'r>l!a' —
Hit Minnesota I'ollulipn Control
Acency

A Jurth'r !rivi;stlr.niln» ifvenlrd (lint
the comp.my np-^rcnily ir.id once
hnd fi vnl?s olilce In the building.
r;\nsr ov.nrr nlso Icr.vs space to
r.cvcial prlvnie l-uslpf-rrs. U'lkrc
MlO II. o cli^mlcul roMpany r.ripur-
rnlly <.!-! nit leave nny h-tuu-ous
W.-L'.if-. lltl'lild.

Tli is i> to infci in r^'iifc-nf. r ; i' rr
I 'rli(i|Ki|i|-n •IHM fsicrrn-".1 t ; - . -
j'i'OjpO'srd loL'.Hr.m <<( a lv.:» i;in-
iitp<) ncre l-n^'ill rile .idi.icn:; 10
tlir North r.h'irn of Lnl-c 5;ijic-iil'.-

i Ti'WM'.lnii lie? r.lc- ; l : i ->
J,'"il!i Shoro. I .-t\;ocii tli:.% r.-liiin
( iiy linjJU ;:i"! il'C Kinic liiv .-.

f.omily v
Ji^.iinst dump silr

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Leaders
of V / i sconsm's a n t i - n u c l e a r
movrment have npplaudrd refer-
endum results opposing the suie
or. n site for radioactive dumps.

With 3.584 of the state's 3.616
election wards unofficially tabu-
lated, the "no" voles won Tues-
day GI7.8H-78.082. The referen-
dum, the first in (he nation on the
subject, was advisory. It lacks au-
thority to halt the government.

Ninety-two percent of Douglas
County voters opposed location
of such a dump within (he slate.
The Douglas County totals on
that referendum were 12,025-986
In opposition.

"We feel this will send a strong
mm-vic to tnr U.S. Department
of Energy that Wisconsin voters
are not willing to boomc (he nexl
generation of guinea pigs for (he
nuclear Industry," said Cassandra
Dixon, director of the Lake Supe-
rior Region Radioactive Waste
Project.

Wisconsin is one of 17 states
bcinp considered as « location for
a second or third dump. The de-
partment Is concentrating its
search for the first site in ilx
s t a t e s : Louisiana. Mississippi,
NevndH, Texn^, Utth and Wash-
ington.

Final selection of ll)e site is to I :
made in (lie; very near future. O."'"1

finalized, tlii: siie will I.e Ihr on'-.
!: 'idfill lo Ix- i:-.-v, (or aM rarl .•" •
,"-nd oil'T ic-fi',0" [•.- Hi? i-:iiiie rr\
of J.'lllulii ,-r.d c •-'•.••-.:--i^inr1 ar-.-i .-.

'/'iic matter of -.-.ilci or.ility i ,
orr N'or-ui Slioin r.\i-.?tr.', and f.^1 ?
•Vnpciior 1 brlicvo is of concern !'j
i!Wiiy p<>i'pli% '" l':e Twin Cili's
,'"v'.1 — pjlljei)'.' I !v !l'r .? of i I

'. iio urr tl-.j North :. oic for v.'.c.;-
110:1 activities.

IMIC rccislor your c;inosi:i-'n
lu Hit"; .^roj ;is a I, ..(Kill si'to wiiii
.l.-hn ICI.irrs. V.'o1 u rirl.ikc Si'f"i i
or Sanil^iy Ui.'.lnrl. 27ili A v r c • • •
'., est aiiri \i.-it'.n'iciii, Duli:i; .

Il.'itill:
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FMC offers to
clean up toxic
Fridley dump

Ca*tteae4 Iran page 1A

•i> Dean RebBfioal •
:ar: Writer

~he FMC Corp. is preparing to spend
;6 million to clean up • site In Frid-
ay that the federal government says
< the nation's moat dangerous haz-
• rdous-waste dump.

"h» company said Friday that the
l e e n u p would Involve treating
-.emical contaminants on Its prop-

•-.> In Fridley to neutralize their
.-Tiriry. Over a long period, perbaps

15 r-.uch as 30 year*, the coniamt-
••-:« would be vaporized before be-

-ig emitted Into the atmotphere.

' he: process would not threaten pub-
r.salth nor the environment, said

-•IT. Epley. a company vice presl-
-T and general manager of Its
:.~riem Ordnance Division. Tbat

.•- . ' •_ at 4800 E. River Rd.. mattes

.iced missile launcben and auto-
i .cC gun mounts for the VS. Navy.

he c leanup plan has been submit-
d to the Minnesota Pollution Con-
0. Agency (MPCA) and the U.S.
rn •onmenlal Protection Agency.
ne> are reviewing the plan, and «re

expected to aoon announce whether
they believe It Is feasible.

At least several acres of soil on
FMCs property have been tainted by
chemicals. Including trlchloroethy-
ten*, a suspected cancer-causing sub-
stance. Epley said most of the wastes
were burled before FMC acquired
the site In 1MB. although be said
there was additional disposal for sev-
eral years after that

He said FMCs cleanup plan Involves
several siepr

• More than a dozen large barrels of
chemical wastes burled at the site
would be hauled to an approved bai- •
ardous-waste landfill In another state
(Minnesota does not have such a
facility).

• FMC would excavate B large, box-
shaped "containment area" on Its
property. Thai would be done where
there Is a thick layer of underground
clay. Tbe box would be lined with
plastic and at least 6 feet of clay.

Witte continued on page 6A

! • About 31,000 cubic yards of con-
'• laminated soil would be hauled Into
' the bos and covered with a layer of
clay.

•• Treatment equipment would be In-
stalled alongside the box. Tbe soil
would gradually be treated to reduce
the toxlclty of the chemicals and.
after that, the vaporized residue
would be emitted Into the atmos-
phere.

"We would be containing all of the
contaminated soil on our own prop-
erty In ajacure way," said Epley.
"Overxf-p>rtod of time, the contami-
nants would be diminished by this
treatment process."

He said It's unclear how much time
would be needed to treat all of the
•oil. although It could be as much as
M years. He said construction of the
containment box and the treatment
equipment would cost about S2 mil-
lion.

Epley said FMC is committed to
more studies In Fridley to determine

the extent to which chemicals may
have contaminated ground water. He
aald FMC already has spent more
than fSOO.OOO on ground-water and
soil studies.

Epley said that, all told. TMC would
face a bill of $6 million for the
cleanup, studies and long-term main-
tenance of Its containment and treat-
ment system. Ht said the company Is
"agreeable to some degree" to reim-
burse state agencies for costs they
have Incurred Investigating the Frid-
ley tile.

Gary Pulford. an MPCA official, said
yesterday tbat FMCs proposed
cleanup plan Is "a partial solution to
the problem."

"We haven't yet decided whether It
Is acceptable." be sald."Any agree-
ment between the MPCA, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and
PMC will have to Incorporate an
agreement for (the company) to fur-
ther Investigate whether the area's
•round water Is contaminated and. If
It Is. what remedial action Is needed

Mmn*»polia

to contend with that."

Pulford stressed that the MPCA di
zens' board would have to appro*
such an agreement, and (hat (I
agency will try to recover from PM
the money spent by the stale on it
matter. He also praised FMC for pr
posing a cleanup plan and for cfto
crating with the state IB Investigmtii
the burial site In Fridley.

The Environmental Protection A£«
cy says that site bt th« worst of U
nation's lit most dangerous hazar
ous-waste dumps. It was so rate
because, among other things, II
about s hall-mile from where Mice
ipolls draws Its drinking water Ire
the Mississippi River.

Tbe MPCA has disputed that uw
Uon. saying there are worie Cum
In Minnesota. It has said thet. i
though there Is no evidence tt
chemicals from the FMC site he
entered the river. It was given IS t
rating by federal officials because
Its potential threat to drinking »
ter.

FMC will explain Its plan to the pi
lie at meetings from C p.rr.. tc f ;
Wednesday. Thursday and Friday
the Fridley City Hall. 6431 Univer
ly Av. NE.



Fridley site
cleanup
looks near
By Chart** La*z«w»kl r •

FMC Corp.'s Fridley plant, rated the worst hazard-
ous waste site ID the nation, may soon be cleaned up.
according to FMC officials and 'the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency.

Aiter two years of searching for sa/e ways to store
tons of conu'minated soil FMC officials said Friday
they have developed a method that should meet PCX
standards.

FMC has proposed digging a clay-lined vault — just
a few hundred yards away from the existing problem
area — where about 31.000 cubic yards of soil will be
dumped, said Tom Epley, vice president and general
rr.ar.ager of the Northern Ordnance Division of FMC
Corp.

If PCA approves, the vault could be completed this
summer on the south side of the company's 11-acre
site. Epley said.

"It's on a fast track and a lot of folks are working
on it because people are concerned," said Jay Heffern,
deputy executive director of the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency. "We're reviewing the technical mer-
iis. Our concern is whether it will work."

Heftern said FMC officials presented the plan about
nine days ago. Though the plan formally has not been
approved, the PCA board may take action at its June
7 meeting.

The site was used by FMC Corp. and its predeces-
sor, Northern Pump Co., as a dump /or industrial sol-
vents. paint sludge and other wastes over a 20-year
period ending in 1969.

ft V'

Fridley: Clay tanks
would hold wastes
Continued from Pag* 1A
the Prairie du Chien-Jordan ac-
quifer formation below the site.

Trace amounts of the industrial
solvent trichloroethylene 'have
been detected in a Fridley munici-
pal well and in the Mississippi Riv-
er at the point where Minneapolis
draws its drinking water supply.
The water intake station is located
one-quarter mile downstream
from the waste site.

Epley said the plan should elimi-
nate the contamination. Epley said
the company's confidence in the
engineering is reflected in the fact
that the company is bypassing a
lengthy permit process that would
relieve them of any liabilty should
the plan fail.

"We're very confident this is a
good engineering solution," be said.
"We were challenged by the MPCA
to make sure it is a good solution."

However, apencv officials said

FMC Corp.'s speed is due in large
part to the recently passed stale
superfund bill, which allows the
company to temporarily skip some
of the time-consuming permit
process. That should save the com-
pany money, according to the offi-
cials.

The vault will be dug in a field
that bad been marked for possible
company expansion, Epley said.
The hole will have a clay bottom
and sides 6 to 10 feet thick. A liner
will be put inside of that, then the
contaminated soil, more liner and
a clay top, Epley said.

A treatment center will be in-
stalled within the contaminated
soil and the mess could be decon-
taminated within 10 years. Epley
said.

"It's hard to predict how long it
will take to effectively eliminate it
from the soil." he said "Maybe
five to 10 vears That'-: a cuess "

FMC Corp.
Dump Site

—694

BROOKLYN]
CENTER

FRIDLEY

PCA officials agree with that es-
timate. And Hef le rn noted thai it *
not a new idea.

Epley said the cleanup will cos1,
the company more than $6 millioc
Construction and fi l l ing of the
vault will amount to about $1.5
million.

FMC will hold public hearings on
the pian Wednesday. Thursday and
Friday nights at the Fridley Ci ty
Hall, "6431 Universi ty Ave N.E
from 6 to 9 p.m.

See Fridley. Pen* 4A
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'J'he toxic waste dump labeled the most dangerous in the country i s

now in its beginning stacjcs of cleanup. The site is the FMC

Corporation near Fridley, its a company that makes military ma tori a

Ocbbie linbloom liar, an update on the cleanup process.

The building of a containment areafor toxic waste is underway at t;
i

FMC Corporation. Thero are some 32,000 cubic yards of contaminated

soil just south of the company, soil contaminated with triclorethy1
, i

a cancer causing solvent that Northern Tump Company began dumping

in the 1940s,i Northern Pump moved and FMC Corporation continued

dumping waste. They quit in the late 60s when questions about
; I

environmental; safety arose.
i

We have worked with the Hl'CA and the EPA for the last several yen-

after this site became know in order to try to understand what tr-

site was and what was contained within it and to determine what hi;

• !
of solutions would be appropriate for it.

The plan is to build a huge containment vault with clay walls 10

feet thick lined with plastic, a place to hold the contaminaiuu

soil. A treatment facility will go inside the vault so in about IP! iyears the soil will return to its normal or nt least enviromncn: .1 l

safe r;tate.

The total coal of t lie process that we are undoway wit-h rigM nm;

will be about 6 million dollars, that includes the work that har,
1 I

been don'/ to < ! . i , - t ;.. . .. . ..... .. ,.i ;•. . • . • . . .

I
r ight now which is 1 .3 to 2 mil l ion dol lars and i t includes Hi-7' i > : i

i
r j o i n i j co s i r ; of n u n / M * i ITJ t h i s t r e a t m e n t .

Thu a i ' t u a l • -« )nv . l t u<- l i i -n of Lho con I a i iimon t <'fll w i l l ))>•• (•.(•>• • • ; - i • •<••
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about 45 days but l.'MC Corporation cant bccjin to put any contaminate

soil into thn sito until a formal agreement is reached with U.c

Pollution Control A'joncy and tlic environmental Protection. Anency.

Ol'ficials from the PC A says their board will meet June 7th (.<> work

out nn agreement and they dont expect any problems. But since

Northern Pump Company was resoonsbile Cor most of the waste dispor-:

thcv are also involved in figuring out financial responsibility.

If negotiations cjo smoothly the hazardous waste could be contained

this summer. The company is holding public meetings this Wednesday

Thursday and Friday nights at the Fridley city hall from 6 to 9

ocl.ock for anyone who would like to find out further information al

how the FHC Corporation is handling the clean up operation. Debbie

Enbloom channel 9 news Fridley.
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Waste site cleanup plan
in Frid[ey is stalled by
possibility of 2nd dump
»y Drift Rrb>ff«al
Staff WrKer

The FMC Corporation's plin lo
V>end J6 million on cleaning up III
hnuudous WHMC dump In Frldley
hoi been derailed, al least lempomr-
lly. by the discovery of what coukj
tx mother, adjacent dump.

At least four barrels were found bur-
Ird this wrek on • site Ihnl FMC «old
.wernl years «gn lo Ihc Burllnglnn
Northern railroad. FMC. which
makrs munitions. Mid Friday that II
hopes lo determine early next week
»hat Is In the barrels, where they
cnme from and whether they are
part of a larger dump.

The discovery of the barrels was
reported yesterday lo officials who
had hoped lo quietly begin cleaning
up what has been called the nation's
most dangerous waste dump.

"1 don't want lo exaggerate, but It
jeems thai every time you punch a
hole In one of these hazardous-waste
sites, you find a little more waste,"
Mid Sandra Gardebrlng, executive
director of the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA).

She approved FMCs cleanup plan
yesterday morning, and had planned
lo ask the MPCA citterns1 board lo
Hive Its final approval Tuesday.
Upon lenrnlng yesterday afternoon
about the barrels, she postponed ac-
tion until the bnrrels were Investigat-
ed

"We II know more about the barrels
and have a firm hnndle on (he fire of
(he disposal area sometime early
nrxt week." said Rick Shepherd, an
rwr consultant. "We don'l know If
they contain liquids or solvents For
all I know ihry might b« empty."

FMC proposes to spend H million to
clean up a dump on company prop-
erly near Its Northern Ordnance Di-
vision plnnt at 4800 E. River Rd. At
least several acres of soil there have
torn cnnlnmlnnled by chemicals. In-
cluding Irichlororihylene. a suspect-
ed cancrr-ciitising substance. FMC
says moil of (he wastes were burled1

before It acquired the site In IW<,
although It ct>nredes there was addi-
tional disposal after that

The MPTA firs* learned of the dump
In mo. when It received a tip on Hi
haznrdous waste "hotline" about
rhemlcnls biirlrd there. Since then.
It hM discovered hazardous waslet

Fridley
FMC ptinT
•nd dlfpotll *M«

I I Hilltop

Columbia
Heights

Minneapolis

on an adjacent rite occupied by a
' U.S. Navy ordnance plant and In a

nearby well owned by Kurt Manufac-
turing Co.

FMCs cleanup plan calls for the e«-
' cavatlon of a large, box-shaped*

"vault" on Its properly. The vault
would be wllhlft an area of thick •
clay, and It would be lined wita plu- -
lie and capped. ; -

' ~ *̂r

Contaminated toll would be hauled -
Into the vault and treated to reduce *
Its toilclty. Over a long period, per- -+
haps as much AS JO yean, the con- ^
tamlnants would be vaporlted before —
being emitted Into the atmosphere. ' 1

. T
FMC has snld that the containment "
vault could be ready next month. II
mid construction of the vault and
treatment equipment would cost' •
about 12 million. : "

It said the total cleanup cost of tt'̂ ,
million Includes Its past expendf-* "^
hires on ground-water and toll stud- "£.
les. similar future programs and ~-
lonu-term maintenance of Its ccn--JI
talnment and treatment system. • • ""

The plan must be approved-by th« 1'»r

MPCA and the \JS Environmental >^
Protection Agency, which says the '%.
site Is the worat of the nation 'i-"~
knowo waste dumps. The MPCA dlv *~
pules thai, saying there are worse • "-
dumps In Minnesota. OI

Much of the concern about Ihc FtlfP '•. -
ley site stems from Its location about; •"
• bnlf-mlle from where Minneapolis -' •
draws It* drinking water from the I
Mississippi River. Slate officials ". •
have stressed that there Is no cvl>- .1
dence that trtchloroethylene or oth-'-;
er chemicals have entered the river* '*
from the site. -' r
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-: c.-.el , e Lee The FKC Plant ;n fncley is poised and ready to begin a $6,000,000 'at Miles

cleanup of the toxic dumpsite or, its property. The corproation hopes

to receive approval of its cleanup plan from th« state Pollution

Control Agency this week. There *.as some concern last week that the

p.-ctler could be bigger when 6 .-ere barrels wert discovered on some

nearby property. FMC Vice President Tom Eppley says some of th«

barrels contained liquid, but the others were old discarded barrels:

We have dene ovt r the weekend *i r.ake 1001 sjre we explored this

entire last area that hadn't beer, totally explored before. He dug

trenches ever 2S feet and were v:rtua11y..tcta11y sure that theres

no other barrles on the property.

Several acres of soil on FMCs property have been tainted by chmicals

including one that'* a suspected cancer causing substance.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has moved a step closer :«-

cleaning up some of the state's sixty-one hazardous waste sites.

This afternoon, in fact, officials of the Pollution Control AGen*-.

released a list of sixteen sites that w i l l be eligible for state

and federal superfund money. Topping that list are the R e i l l y Ta:

and Chemical site in St. Louis Park and also the New Brighton Arov

Hills site. Over seventeen million dollars willb e spent on the

statewide cleanup and PCA officials are saying that their top

priority w i l l be to provide safe drinking water for those areas

which are now going without sale drinking water.
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FMC asks
quick OK
on cleanup

f A -L

By tne Associated pr«»i '

The FMC Corp. has asked the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agen-
cy and the federal Environmental
Protection Agency to expedite ap-
proval of its plans to clean up a
hazardous waste disposal site in
Fridley.

The site tops the EPA's national
priority list for areas which must
be cleaned up. Industrial and haz-
ardous wastes dumped at the site
from the 1940s through 1969 are
blamed by federal and state offi-
cials (or contaminating Minneapo-
lis drinking water supplies.

Sandra Gardebring, executive
director of the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency, said Monday that
the company wants approval from
her agency and the federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency for a
containment facility in which it
plans 10 treat contaminated soils.
Construction of the facility was
started in May.

FMC is eager to clean up the site
this month because of personal lia-
bility provisions in the suite's "su-
perfuod" law which take effect
July 1, Gardebring said.

The Pollution Control Agency
board was scheduled to view work
at the site today and tentatively is
scheduled to make a decision on
Friday -

7



State and U.S. approve $6 million

\

By r>«»ii Rebuffonl
S l s l fW,Ucr

FMC Crrp.'s plan to spend $6 million
to < lean up chemical wastes burled
nenr It* ordnance plant In Frldley
was unnnlmously approved Wednes-
day by the citizens' board of the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MI'CA). .

It nl*o WAS approved by the U.S
Environmental Protection Agency
(El'A). which says the burtnl site Is
the nalinn's most dangerous hazard-
ou«wa«ie dump. Approval by Ihe
twn agencies means that PMC can
bepln (renting up to M.OOO cubic
yards of soil Hits summer to remove
contaminants. Including trlchloroelh-
ylene. a suspected oncer-causing
chemical.

II w||| i* the first such action under
Minnesota's new "luperfund" law.
bui will not require slnte or f extern I
funds. FMC will pay for the entire
project, and will he responsible for
the cost of protecting public health
and Ihe environment from any harm

Dial might stem from Its wastes.

The munitions manufacturer will
pay the MI"CA $7fOOO and the EPA
$10,000. money they have spent In-
vestigating the Frldley site. The com-
pnny also to required to annually
reimburse the MPCA up to $20.000.
and the F.PA up In $5.000. for their
f u t u r e monitoring of the area's
Kround water. The money collected
by the slnte and federal govern-
ments will go Into their respective
sunerfunds to help clean up other ,
hazardous-waste dumps.

"FMC assume* all risks, flnnnclal or
otherwise, In construction of this fa-
cility." »al<l Joy lleffern. MPCA dep-
uty eiecutlve director. "This plan
Illustrates the ability of corporations
and government to work together to
address the problem of hazardous-
waste sites. It's an auspicious begin-
ning of the Implementation of the
slnte superfund." •

Heffern ltd a team of MPCA staff
members who. along with EPA attor-
neys, negotiated the cleanup pro-

FMC cleanup plan
\v FMCs plan run Into a temporary
11 snng last wek after the discovery of
U several bairels burled on an ad)a-
i cent slle. which FMC sold several

years aeo to the Burlington Northern
railroad.

That ol«tarle was overcome yester-
dny when, ns part of Its agreement
wilh environmental officials. FMC
agreed lo remove the barrels and In
excavate ttnll from the adjacent ilte
and trent It In the containment vault.
That wil l force the company lo en-
large the «lze of the vault, which
originally «as designed lo contain
31.000 cubic ynrdi of contaminated
toll.

Although the MPCA board unani-
mously approved FMC's cleanup
plnn. i»veial board members ex-
pressed concerns about tbe contain-
ment vnult They pointed out that II
will be< onr- a hamrdous-waste slle
and must br monitored for decades.

"It Ihls Is the nnt lon ' j Nn I prohlem.
then Iff renlly vary lo deal with It."
said Lois West, a board member

from Albert Lra. Dut she and other
members snld the plan appears to be
a safe and long-term solution to Ihe
waste problem.

U.S. Hep. Gerry Slkorskl, whose
Sixth District Includes Frldley. said
yesterday that he was pleased with
Ihe agreement. The Democratic con-
gressman has been sharply critical
of the EPA for Its past handling of
hazardous-waste problems.

gram with FMC.

The key feature of that program Is I
huge containment vault that worker
have begun excavating on FMC prop
erty last south of Its Northern Ord-
nance Division plant at 4SOO E. River
Rd. It Is being dug In an area of thick
clay thai FMC says will prevent
wastes from seeping Into ground wa-
ter. As an added precaution, Ihe Inte-
rior of the vault will be lined with
plastic.

Contaminated soil will be hauled Into
the vault and. within It. forced by air
through synthetic filters designed In
neutralize Ihe loxlclly of the chemi-
cals The air will gradually be emit-
ted Into the atmosphere, a process
that FMC and the ac*"ele* Mid will
not threaten health or the environ-
ment

The filters themselves will. In effect,
become haznrdous wastes. FMC said
they will be replaced periodically
and Ihe old fillers hauled to ap-
proved disposal sites In other Mates.
Minnesota does not bave such a site.

Fridley site
cleanup
plan OK'd
JL _. . . i,
By Allen Short >
Still Wiitnr

A plan by FMC Corp. to spend $6 million over the
next 30 years lo clean up chemical contamination at
the nation's most dangerous hazardous waste dump
was approver] Wednesday by federal and slate e n v i -
ronmental officials.

The conscnl order requiring FMC to remove buried
chemical wastes and to treat thousands of tons of con-
taminated soil at the Fridley dump site was signed by
representatives of the Chicago-based company, the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Minne-
sota Pollution Control Agency.

The Site was used by FMC'and the previous owner.
Northern Pump Co., as a dump and incineration site
for industrial solvents, paint sludge and other u-.tstes
between 1945 and 1969. It now is occupied by Nnrth-
ern Ordnance, a division of FMC that manufactures
missile launchers and gun mounts for the U.S Navy .
and by Burlington Northern Railroad.



Cl'A officials say inv sue is me worst ol the nation's
410 most dnngrrcms waste dumps because it is only a
quarter-mile upstream from where Minneapolis
draws drinking water from the Mississippi River.

Several wells on the site have been closed because
of contamination by organic chemicals, including tri-
chlornetliylenc, a widely used industrial solvent and
suspected cancer-causing substance. Trace amounts
of ihe chi-mical also have been found in the Minneapo-
lis w.iler supply.

Although the PCA and EPA arc allowed by stale
and federal laws to seek civil fines from operators of
hazardous waste dumps, none were sought in the
agreement signed Wednesday.

However, the company agreed to pay the PCA
$74,000 nnd the EPA $10,000 to reimburse the agen-
cies lor sitr investigations conducted by agency staff
members during past two years. The company also
will j>ay ihr agencies for future costs in administering
the cleanup plan.

"I believe this is a good order," Jay Hcffern, deputy
executive director of the PCA, told members of the
agency board. "This is an auspicious beginning to the
implemrnlation of the slate superfund bill."

Although PCA officials disagree with their EPA
counterparts on whether the Fridlcy site is actually
the nation's worst waste dump, the decontamination
plan was hailed by both agencies as an example of
EPA's new "fast-track" policy of expediting hazard-
ous waste cleanups.

Th<! EPA's performance record under the $1.6 mil-
lion federal superfund law has been widely criticized
in Washington, where it contributed earlier this year
to the resignation of several top agency officials, in-
cluding that of administrator Anne Burford.

One of the EPA's chief congressional critics. Hep.
Gerry Sikorksi, O-Minn., offered praise for the clean-
up plan rhortly after it was signed.

"The EPA has demonstrated its proper role by
working with FMC to aggressively seek a solution
rather than obstruct the process of hazardous waste
cleanup." said Sikorski, whose district includes the
Fridley waste site. •

PCA l*>ard members, in turn, lauded the company
and the ngency staff for producing a cleanup plan lhal
won't saddle taxpayers with Ihe bill, which could
amount to $f> million.

Study says
blood lead
levels drop
drastically

.— —
1 1, ly-

Pren.

BoMon, MM*. L l f i < > \
The nmonnt of poisonous lead In
people s blood fell dramatically dur-
Inr. thr lair 1970s, probably because
of declining uv or (ended gasoline. a
federal study concludes.

High level1; of lend In Ihe body *re
associated with learning problems
and low Intelligence, and some re-
searchers fear lhal lesser amounts
may also be dangerous.

The survey shows that average blood
trad levels acro*s the United States
dropped about 37 percent between
1976 and 19»0. The decline wts so
Miarp Ihnt the researchers at first
feared they had made a mistake.

Chnngrs In Ihe amount of two other
possible source* of the substance —
lead-based pnlnt and lead-tainted
food — could not account for so
great a drop, the researchers said.
Thry concluded lhal "Ihe most likely
explanation for the fall In blood lead
levels Is • reduction la Ihe lead con-
tent of gasoline during this period."

About 90 percent if all the lead In
the air comes from gasoline, they
noted. During the tour-year period,
the total amount of lead used In
gasoline production decreased about
55 percent.

• i
Thr study 'was directed by Dr Jo-
seph Anneal of the National Tenter
for Health Statistics In llynttsvllle,
Md. It was published In today's Issue
of Ihe New England Journal of Medi-
cine. %
Th« study, called the second Nation-
al Health and Nutrition Examination
Survey, sampled Ihe blood of 27.801
people living In 64 areas across the
nation.

Blood lead levels fell Ihe most — 42
percent — amoung white children
age 5 and younger. The decline of 31
percent among blacks of all ages was
the smallest of all Ihe groups
checked.

/
The level of lead In the blood of an
average U.S. resident fell from 14.6
mlcrbgrams per deciliter In Febru-
ary 1976 to 9.2 mlcrograms In Febru-
ary 1*80. A mlcrognm Is one-mil-
lionth of a gram.

According to standards set by the
Centers for Disease Control In Atlan-
ta, people have undue levels of lead
If concentrates exceed 30 micro-
grams.

Lust September, researchers using
figures gathered during the same
survey concluded that In 1978, 4
percent ol all youngsters age 5 and
under had elevated levels of lead In
Ihrlr blood But levels were much
higher tor blacks than for whites,
even when the two races lived In
similar poor, city neighborhoods.

Manufacturers were required to
build cars beginning with 1975 mod-
els that burned unleaded gasoline.

Joel Schwartz, an analyst for the
Environmental Protection Agency In
Washington, said 27 percent of Ihe
gasoline burned In 1977 was unlead-
ed, compared with 47 percent In
1980.

During this period, he said, many
older cars that used leaded fuel
were junked, and federal regulations
also reduced the amount of lend that
could be used In.leaded gasoline.
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In an ar.re"iT:?r.t h;ilrd as a
woi'.el of Ilic .'I'.IM'N < f i:-.'ii»;lry «i>J
f.ovt'rriTi'nt to i:v ol.Mie. natc and
federal off icials' ar-J ihe FMC
Corp. V.\vji:e.;d;ty C'MipIt '.cd a J6
inillif-n rlon.r;ii(> jriri'V.rnl lor 11.e
coirji.iny's Nortl.im Ordnance [)i-
vi'i m in ^ ririlry.

Tne rite liNMis the fr.'Jrr.il rov-
erimif ill's Ii^l of l:.7*T(loi!S iv.T.Ir
sites Of^rr.Ttr ) (or :;clie" under
tl:c s\i|K-: fund ^r

/*7S ' ' /• "~N /"'•"•>. r/*7N r> I'. -/'*•
iI . j -. ri i , . - )
Vi.w ., v-.iX V.X.I J ^ V;.-' I '•**

The an^1'— ""'. r.rp.ol!atcd over
in ip^roxirv.ftic'y iiinc-ir.or.ih P'TI-
rJ, v?:il f.rrrrnc the M.3t<:'s au'.nor-
i!7 lo p;c<(ft iho jiL-b'-Jc liculih

~\ \ \ c r:'.n'.l:r:..-.̂  it for r»p::^rs
; :-.;.rri'd in c'i::::;H up i;« MIC,
%.<!vrc ioivr::U. jh:c>':j «nd plilir.g
v:.<{« «;re durr^-cd from the

. .
l-.:j ivcn fcmi in one !;ritiley iiiii-
ii.-cinl wcil. sr.J in tracv nino^nn
i.i inv' nn:»i»v.;i(rj(i< uriUAiin; ik.mr
inuitc o f(rn.i cl a mile from ihc

site.
It w.-.s lhal potcnli^l l?-.rc;l (o

drinking w.itcr which prj.mplcd
(he U.S. Environment;)! Prutectmn
Apcncy lo rank the si;c ! •:•! sum-
mer as ilio \7orst in ihc ro-jntry.
The rankirc w.is pan of t!;o )JV\'s
priority Ii5iin; ii:-.ctr the sn-iTicnd
progrnin, .; lu.ui crLii'.'J Jri in us-
es on ir.diisiry for clo.ir.i.p of lo\ic
waste sites n.Tlionwiiliv

The KPA's r.ipi.mc forccJ iVe
company to tlic rc-;o;i.iii: ; t..!,lr
last Sop'nnii-r, ."<-:ii H"? nri-i .m-
nounced in Ijtc May lh.il it v.-c-jld

"

•

. t .1 cl<iy-li"'d vatll lo hold
and treat cont.iinirXed soils.

C'cinp.iny offiriil1; ?sy Ihc \\iull
could be completed ifiis summer.

Under the .irirr-rir.'nl. FMC will
spend J6 iriliiun for Hi? f.ieiiity.
and will f,?y ihp i'CA {74.090 i'<>r
(imp ;iiid cvii'-i^c-s inv:>!vc'i in Ihe
apc:iry's nionUonri; of i!ie silo.
The cr.mp.inv alro will pp.y Ilic
lil'A JJO.OOJ for its site inve'sti.ra-
lions and will reimLtir^c both aeon-
cics for future co=.U incurred in

Plonsc see Fridl«;y/2C

[ •-,-. ..--I - - ':..--, ^ /i . .
U " ii ..x.i J '^^:- -V

^sjrz'L E»ss-:-
•• •- ...^...i|.j:.y lc-:,.vd j l is inf )r, ,,,0. jr N[l, „;'"•
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* iff ir •> >! ,n.. |01, ,1; i;t, L,vr. ,,..„...., ;_!:;.'.-.•Sl".'?'1r- .11 <..-»,

, - o • - .......,.' i) U,.11 .Id, 'iMli
j/roveu some chnn^es in the com- 08,000 ciibic y«r«is.
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• According'to.-
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FY, Minn , Jun-8-Thr F - M (
Coriwallon plans to upend 18 million to
dean up a site here that the Federal En-
vironmental Protection Agency says In
the nit Ion'i moil dangerous hazardous
watte dump.

The Federal agency and Minnesota
environment*) offldali today approved
the cleanup, which will entail treating
up to M.OOO cubic yards of toll to re-
move domical contaminants, Indud-
Ing trichloroelhylene, * suspected car-
cinogen. The Mil will be excavated
from * flat, weedy tract of •evera)
tcrcs near the company's munltltlon*
manufacturing plant In Fridley. a com-
munity of 31,000 people juit north of
Mlnneapolls on the Mississippi River.

Chemical wutes wen burled for
mote than two decade* at the tlt«. Lam
December the Federal agency put the
lite at (he lop of a "national priority
list" of the 416 mort dangerous haiard-
cus waste sites around the country to be
dealt with under the agency's fund for
toxic dump sites.

But the cleanup plan approved today
• will not require the u»e of Federal or
i stale money. FMC will finance the en-
tire program and wUl be responsible for
the cost of protecting the public health
and the environment from any harm
that might stem from chemical wajtm
burled at the site. The company will
also reimburse the Federal and state
governments for past and future ex-
penses In Investigating the site and
monitoring groundwater.

Legislature Acted Flnt
The company proposed Its cleanup

plan two weelis ago. • month after the
Minnesota Legislature approved a state
cleiinup fund law similar to Its the Fed-
eral law It places new restrictions cm
companies that generate haianJous
chemical wattes and holds them liable
for personal Injuries and property dam-
•**.

A company official acknowledged In
an interview that passage of the state
law was a factor In the company's deci-
sion (o act on Its own.

Rusty Brashear, a spokesman for the
Federal environmental agency In
Washington, said by phone, "To my
knowledge, and without searching the
film, this Is the first time a company
bait agreed to aimime all such costs."

The Federal agency gave the site Its

TtaNr. t»t Tbnn/Ionrl. IW

E.r.A. calls the Fridley waste
dump (he nation's mosl dangerous.

umrni ru l ing U r x - l v l>~-iiinr H H h u l l «
nillr lioin the i|«ii »hrtr Miiui'<it»)llt
dra«r» Its drinking water from the Mis-
sissippi Minnesota en%1ronmental offi.
clils have disputed the rating, saying
there are at least two worse dumps In
the state.

Stale health officials also stresi that
although there are extremely small
traces of trichloroethylene, or TCE, In
thr »»lrr used by Minneapolis, the
leveLi ire tar below the levels allowed
Federal drinking water standards.

Tip Received In 1MI
The Minnesota Pollution Agency first

learned of the Fridley site In 1W3 when
It received a tip through a telephone
number set up to gather Information
about hazardous dumps. Officials then
organ Investigating the site and learned
that large amounts of solvents and
chemical degreasen were burled there.

MORI of the waste burial, which began
In the early IMO's, wu near the compa-
ny's Northern Ordnance Division plant,
which employs more than 4,000 people
to make guided missile launchers and
automated gun mounts for the Navy.

Thomas Epley, a company vice presi-
dent, said most of the wastes were
buried there before FMC acquired the
alle from the Northern Pump Company
In 1PM. although be said disposal con-
tinued until 1MB.

Investigators have found soil con-
taminated by several chemical wastes,
although TCE I* by far the most com-
mon. Some small plots of soil contain up
to200,000 parts per million of TCE. or »
percent. Most of the several acres of
contaminated soil show concentrations
of TCE far below that level.

Big Vault to Be Dug
The key component of the cleanup Is

the excavation of a large vault able to
hold up to 58,000 cubic yards of soil.
FMC Is to put Into the vault all sod con-
taminated with more than 1 put per
million of TCE.

Work has already begun on the vault
and company officials expect It will be
ready next month. It Is being dug In an
area when there Is a thick layer of un-
derground clay, and the vault will be
lined and capped with plastic and at
least six feet of low.permeablllty clay.

Treatment equipment. Including ryn-
thellc filters, will be Installed beside
•od In the vault. The coll will gradually
be treated to rrrlucf Its toilciry and
after that the vaporized residue will be
emitted Into the airomphere.

Mr. Epley said It was undmr bow
long would be needed to treat all the
soil, although II cnuld be ai long as IS
yenn or more. He said construction of
the vault and the treatment equipment
would con O million.

FMC is committed to more studies to
determine if there Is contamination of
the groundwater.

Mr. Epley said that the company
would pay a total of tf million for the
cleanup, environmental studies and
long-term maintenance of the vault and
treatment system. FMC also agreed to
reimburse the Minnesota Pollution
Agency 174,000 and the EPA 110,000
for Investigating the site. In addition.
FMC Is to pav the state agency up to
(20,000 annually and the E.P.A. up to
B.OOO for future groundwaler studies.
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And in Fndley the first ph«*e of the cleanup it scheduled to be

completed this weekend at the FMC Corporation, chat hazardous

waste dump site is considered by the EPA the most dangerous in

the nation and yesterday the company burled some 41,000 cubic

yards of heavily contaminated soil. Today FMC literally capped the

burial t>y covering that dirt with e S foot layer of clay. Later the

clay will be covered with a laperwlable fabric, top soil and

grass seed. The Minnesota Pollution Control Aqency says that buried

soil will continue to be purified over the next JO years.

Joan Stetfa Stage one of the cleanup should be completed this 4th of July

weekend at FMC in Fridley. if you remember about a month ago

FMC started the 6 million dollar cleanup of what had been lace.2

the worst hazardous waste dump site in the country. The Minnes;-. j

Pollution Control Agency says that 11 acres of contaminated «oi.

has been pieced in a clay lined vault and that should be capped -.:

this weekend. The vault will be> covered with ( feet of clay >.-

then a layer of top soil

FOR, IH'OIIIIATIOII CALL (Sill S4S-ISX
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Mite
Ruth Holla*Rec«ntLy the site of the FMC plant in Fridlay was designated asi

Americis most dangerous hazardous waste dump. Industrial solvents

had contaminated the ground just a quarter mile from the intake

(or the city ot Minneapolis drinking water supply. The company had

been cleaning up that mess and this weekend will complete phase one

of the operation, that is digging up 43,000 cubic yards of

tainted dirt which had been deposited in a clay lined pit sealed

off from the ;rou.td water supply. Also this weekend a clay cap will

be put over that waste, over the next 30 years the waste should be

purified by a process that has been approved by the State Pollution N<vton

Control Agency.

Koi UK

Phas one of a clean up of toxic waste at the FMC Corporation :.-.

Frldley has been completed. That site has been labeled the -<c:

in the nation by the Environmental Protection Agency. July it:

was the deadline for the initial cleanup which included b-.-_. .

more than 49,000 cubic yards ot chemically contaminated soil •--

a clay lined vault at the 11 acre site. Dale Newton of the

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency says the initial cleanup was

designed to remove the sources of gound water contamination, t.le

n«»t phase will focus on the water Itself.

The followups to this will be further study of the ground wa:er

and development of plans to remove the contamination that is

already in the water.

Total cost of the cleanup, « million dollars. Governor ?erpl:.i pi

to tour the clean up area on Tuesday and will talk with r«pcc--e

aftervards.

mPORHATION CAll laill 144-tlJa



Chemical-laden soil buried inFridleyp p«^t«. •/
By All»n Short

The FMC Corp. has completed
burying about 43.000 cubic yards
of chemical-laden Mil it a Fridley
site chat federal officials consider
the nation'* moat dangerous haz-
ardous waste dump.

The sod, heavily contaminated
by toxic Indus t r i a l solvents
dumped at the 11-acre site yean
ago. was placed last week In i
clay-lined vault where It will be
aerated and purified over the next
fire to SO yean, state officials said
Friday.

A series of nine tunnels will
withdraw contaminated air from
inside the vault, said PCA hydrolo-
gist Robert Karls. The air will oast
through activated charcoal filters
to cleanse it of hazardous chemi-
cals. Most of the contaminants
eventually will be removed from
the soil through the treatment
process, PCA officials said.

FMC officials nope to cap the
vault this weekend by covering it

with a 6-foot layer of clay. Later
this month, Karls saJd, an Im-
permeable synthetic fabric will be
placed on top of the clay cap and
the vault area will be graded, cov-
ered with topaoil and sown with
grass seed

FMC has agreed to spend op to
$6 million to decontaminate the
Frtdley site and determine the di-
rection and extent of ground water
contamination. Construction of the
containment vault and installation
of equipment to clean the tainted
soil Is expected to coat the compa-
ny up to 12 million.

The site was used by FMC and
the previous owner, Northern
Pump Co., as a dump aad Incinera-
tion site for Industrial solvents,
paint sludge and other wastes be-
tween 1845 and 1969. It now Is oc-
cupied by Northern Ordnance, a di-
vision of FMC that manufactures
military hardware, and by Burling-
ton Northern Railroad.

FMC's cleanup plan was ap-
proved last month by federal andf

state environmental officials. The
company agreed to pay the Minne-
sota Pollution Control Agency
$74,000 and the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency $10,000 for
site Investigations conducted by
state and federal officials during
thepast two years.

The consent order signed by
FMC also requires the company to
suggest ways to prevent contami-
nants from spreading further with-
in the regional groundwater sup-
ply, which empties Into the
Mississippi River.

The company also will be re-
onired to recover and properly
dispose of more than a dozen Urge
barrels of chemical wastes buried
at the site. Minnesota has no li-
censed hazardous waste disposal
sites, so the wastes will have to be
shipped out of state.

EPA officials sav the Frldley
site Is the wont of the nation's 418
moot dangerous waste dumps be-

*
cause It Is only a quarter-mile up-
stream from where Minneapolis
draws drinking water from the
Mississippi.

Several wells on the site have
been closed because of contamina-
tion by organic chemicals, includ-
ing trlchloroethylene, a widely
used Industrial solvent and sus-
pected carcinogen. Trace amounts
of the chemical have been found In
the Minneapolis water supply.

State officials disagree with the
EPA's ranking of the Fridley site
as the worst in the nation. PCA In-
vestigators say an abandoned pole-
treating plant in St. Louis Park and
the Twin Cities Army Ammunition
Plant In Arden Hills — have result-
ed in groundwater contamination
that has affected thousands of resi-
dents in several Twin Cities sub-
urbs, Including New Brighton, Ar-
den Hil ls . Shorevlew and St.
Anthony.
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Qiv Rudy P«rplch tour*d lh« FMC Corp. plant Tu««dar In FrldUy with cl«an-up dlractort P»ul
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Bulldozer* sealed contaminated toll Into a 3O-(oot deep "con-
tainment area" lined with clay and plastic.

Perpich praises
FMC Corp. for
waste clean-up
Oov Rudy PerpicMoured the
FMC Corp plant Tuesday *i
Fridley and Mid the compeny
was "a good corporate
citizen" lor cleaning up om of
the nalon's worst loxic waate
dumps.

The US. Environmental
Protection Agency had rated
the FMC plant potentiaty the
worst ol the nation's 418
dangerous hazardous waste
aitee. The site was ueed as a
dumping ground from the early
1940s until 1909. when FMC
doeedrt.

'TMC has shown Ha«rf to be a
good corporate citizen by
responding to the
environmental problems at thia
site and working dftgarrtty with
the (Minnesota) Pdutwn
Control Agency to find
eoJutwns," Perpich aatd.

The Minnesota Poautjon
Control Agency approved a S6
million company plan June 8 lor
cleaning up the contaminated
eoi. FMC agreed to excavate
up to 68.000 cubic ye/da o«
contaminated so* and place It

•• in a large box-shaped
containment area ined with
day and plastic.

T
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•J Game called on account of hazardous waste
Dirt from FMC excavation buries Softball field
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Hazardous waste vault
woik going smoothly
Construction of • II million haz-
nrdmis waste containment vault on
I MC Corp. property In Frldley Is
polnc smoothly, according to Bill
Warren, a company counsel.

"We're proceeding on schedule."
Wnrien said Tuesday. "We plan to
have II finished by (he first week In
August. We've got the vault Itself

cont iin<-«l. nm\ we've Rot the one
day layer over (he lop."

The vault, lit (he southwest corner
of IMC property near East River
Krt will store about 50,000 cubic
yanls of contaminated soil dlscov-
ere.1 on FMC properly several
yems PRO The vault Is now lined
with r lny »nd synthetic liners,
tilled wlih the contaminated soil

and covered with more clay »nd
syntiielic liners IB the next week,
santt. topsoll and grass will be add-
ed to cover the vault. A treatment
system will he Installed to treat the
soil as it decomposes.

Warren said construction workers
are flllinR in the hole left by the
excavation of the contaminated
soil.

Charge
• Continued from Page 1N

"Since the money already is in-
vested, we have no other choice
than to pursue it," said Council-
woman Ilicc' Chestovich. "We'd
like to hear from Bannigan and
consider what cost is involved."

Ci ty A d m i n i s t r a t o r Dcwan
Barnes said "They borrowed our
money without good intentions. I
could handle Hie $6,400 it I could

North
wind
by Jim Nagcl

St. Paul's storm overflow
treatment charge holds no
water with Falcon Heights

In a variation of the David and Goliath story, Falcon
Heights might go against St. Paul with a legal slingshot.

Falcon Heights off ic ia ls are displeased to be among sub-
urhs St Paul wants to charge for the treatment of overflow
storm water. They say they paid their fare Ln 1957 and now
are being charged again.

So, while seven other communities might not challenge a
ruling by Ramsey District .ludgc Harold Schultz that the
suburbs pay St. Paul nboul $288,000 a year, Falcon Heights
feels it has a strong leg to stand on.

How strong? Well, is $420,000 strong enough?

That's how much Councilman Paul Cicrnia calculates Fal-
con Heights should get back from St. Paul for a 1957 invest-
ment of $88,000, money the city claims it paid to help St.
Paul finance the separation of storm and sanitary sewers in
return for taking some of the suburb's storm water.

Cicrnia used investment interest rates for each of the past
25 years to calculate today's value of the $88,000 payment

That charge was determined by St. Paul and included in
an ordinance both cities adopted in 1957, when Falcon
Heights wanted to construct storm sewers to carry water to
Lake Como.

The overflow from Como and three other lakes into St.
Paul's combined sewer system formed the basis for the
charge to the suburbs for water treatment.

Falcon Heights' share of that charge is about $6,400.

"Other suburban cities agreed Falcon Heights shouldn't
have been included because we already paid our share," said
Mayor Willis Warkentien. "The others didn't pay St. Paul
previously. We did, but St. Paul never went ahead with the
sewer separation."

The council last week asked for a meeting with attorney
John Bannigan to discuss possible action against St. Paul.

Please see Charge/2N

have the $427,000 back to invest,"
Barnes said.

Bannigan agreed that Falcon
Heights may be in a unique posi-
tion

"No one ever mentioned to thorn
that they would be exposed (to ad-
ditional charges) for having their
water run into Como, especially
for treating that water," llannigan
said "Thai's where thry feel
they've been had At SI Paul's re-

quest they separated their sewers
and got their water over to Como
Now there's no control for the ac-
celerating costs of treating that
water."

Incidentally, without the stonn
water from the suburbs, St. Pan!
might have only a swamp where
take Como is. As it is, pumping is
required some years to keep tlie
lake level up.
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y generators find that
,-ilh I'I'A, the

Dept. and slate
environ men! a I agencies

over cleanup of waste silcs aic
lime consuming, expensive, and

i iably just put off the in-

evitable cleanup. In most cases.
llic option rcstills in far greater
costs and penalties for generators
wlio aie finally forced into action.

Thru? is another way: voluntary
cleanup. Two companies, who
will) the above and other reasons
in mind, are conimitliii); more lhan
$12 million for volunlaiy eleamip
of sites which have stored Ihcir
mnnufacluring wastes since the
1910s and 1950s.

//A/H'AJ applauds these coin-
panics for (heir actions. No doubt,
federal and slate agency pressure
w;is a motivating factor, but the
fact remains (hat these companies
aie doing something to solve
serious problems and arc not drag-
ging their feel.

First Stop, Fridley, MN
FMC Corporation's albatross is

Ihc l-'ridlcy site, located in Fridley,
MN, just north of Minneapolis on
Ihc Mississippi River, where muni-
tions wastes from its Northern
Oidnancc Div. plant were buried
during the 1940s through Ihc
rnid-l%0s. Large amounts of sol-
vents and chemical dcgrcascrs arc
in (lie site.

The Fridley/FMC site was
originally ranked as Ihc worst in
Ihc country on F.PA's preliminary
National Priorities List, and has
since dropped to the number 17
spot thanks to company cleanup
ef fo r t s

FMC will treat some 38,000
cubic yards of soil to remove
chemical contaminants, primarily
Irichloicthylenc, a suspected car-
cinogen.

A large vault was constructed
last year in an area with a thick
layer of undergmund clay. Con-
taminated soil was placed in Ihc
lined vault together with waMc
treatment equipment - essentially
a methane collection system. The
vault was then capped with plaslic
and a layer of low-permeability
clay.

Company spokesmen te l l
UMWM thai llic system is current-
ly undergoing a six-month calibia-
lion phase to ensure its e f fec -
tiveness. Contaminants which aic
eventually removed will be placed
in secure ha/ardous waste landfills
or incineialed.

As for the cost, $6 million has
been earmarked for cleanup alone.
The company has already reim-
bursed the Minnesota Pollution
Agency S7.1.000 and EPA $10.000
for site investigations, and has
committed up to S25.000 annually
for future groundwalcr studies.

3M Efforts
3M, a neighboring corporate

giant in Si. Paul, MN. joined (lie
bandwagon around Ihe same lime
as FMC. and will spend 56 million
on cleanup of a cluster of three ad-
joining waste sites in Oakdale.
MN, just cast of St. Paul. Wastes
stored at these sites include
benzene and ethyl benzene.

Interestingly. 3M is nol the only
generator wilh wastes al the^c
sites, but decided that it would
take a leading role in cleanup.

In addition to its estimated S6
million cleanup lab. 3M reim-
bursed federal and slate agencies
for Iheir investigations, and spent
SI million on its own initial in-
vestigation.

Spokesmen for both companies
note lhal cleanup and groimdwaler
arc long-term work propositions.

A Growing Trend?
No doubt other companies

across Ihc country arc pursuing or
are considering similar voluntary
action. 7 /AMVAt cncouiages this
11 end as it will help defuse many of
Ihe country's hazardous waste lime
bombs. Too. such action may help
irslorc lustci loC'otpoiale Ameri-
ca's image which, as we all know,
has been sullied in recent yiMir,
over such vexing enviionmcnl.il
pioblcms.

IMV.'M |,KHI I ' ' 1 1
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A.« part of i 1C 7 million prefect the
FMC Corp. hu agreed lo prevent
to«le chemicals from entering the
Minneapolis water npply by pump-
In* 2HjnUUoft'C«llons at coolant!-

aft aquifer

pump out contaminated
ground water

tbe shallow
o toe Missis-

sippi ;|llver Juil̂  upstream from
»heni muneapolli draws its drink-
Ing »rnier. The- chemicals come from
an FVC-owncd tract thai the federal
Rovemment formerly called the na-
tion's most dangerous waste 'dump.

Tbe tract Is at FMCs Northern Ord-
nance Division plant which makes
weapons systems for the Navy.

Under an agreement approved Tues-
day by stale officials. FMC will
pump contaminated ground water
from beneath tbe site, and the water
will he treated before being dis-
charged Into the Mississippi far
downstream from Minneapolis. The
piojeci will cost FMC an estimated
$700.000, and could cost more If
stnte officials determine that addi-
tional pumping Is needed.
That Is In iddltlonJo tbe $6 million
that PMC Is' spending to excavate
and lieat contaminated soil over the
next 30 yean In one of (he biggest
waste cleanup projects In Minnesota.
The FMC project Is about *. half-mile
upstream from Uie point on the Mis-
sl«lppl where water Is drawn for use
by 550,000 people In Minneapolis
and six suburbs that buy treated wa-
ter from the city.

tinder Its agreement with the Minne-
sota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA), FMC »s required to pump
out ground water tainted by toxic
chemical wastes, primarily trlchlor
oelhylene, a woccted cancer<aus
Ing substance. Thai work iJ IMende.
10 prevent ground water contain!..'
harmful levels of tbat substanc
from seeping beyond tbe company s
property line and Into the Mississip-

pi

Mier the tainted water Is brought
the surface. It will be discharged In
a snnllary »«*" that runs lo the bl
metropolitan sewage-treatment plani
at Pig s Eye Luke IB SL Paul Therr
Ihe water will be treated before be

agreement with the MCPA
oot require the company to

pump out all contaminated ground
water' from* beneath Its property.
Rather, II requires the removal of all
ground water containing trichloro-
elhylene at concentrations greater
than the level considered necessary
lo protect public health and water
quality at Ihe Minneapolis water In-
take.

FMC abo has agreed to" pay' $9.578
Into Ihe stale's hazardous-waste
"tuperfund." which Is designed lo
help clean up worrisome dumps.
That money Is lo reimburse Ihe
MPCA for costs II has Incurred Inves-
tigating the PMC site In Frldley. In

addition, FMC will reimburse the
state fund for future expenses In-
curred by the MPCA In carrying out
the agreement approved yesterday.

But the key feature of Ihe agreement
Is the removal of contaminated
ground water, said David Richfield,
the MPCA official overseeing Ihr
cleanup project

"We believe that five years of pump-
Ing will result In an adequate clean-
up," he said. "That would constitute
about 250 million gallons of contami-
nated water."

Rlcbfleld «ald the itate agency will
monitor the project and after two
yean will annually reassess the need
for additional pumping of tainted
water from the aquifer, which Is 75
to 100 feet deep. Ground water In the

Fridley 694

IFMC plant
and dlapotal ilte

I iHIIHop

LJ-
Columbia
Height!

Minneapolis
7" water Intake

Minneapolis

aquifer generally flows
toward Ihe Mississippi.

vesfward

The MPCA tald tests ibow that
ground water beneath the' FMC site

has concentrations of up lo 30.000
parts per billion of Irlchloroelhylene.
Those levels fall lo 150 parts per .
billion or less In ground water just
beyond the FMC property line. The
maximum level for that chemical In
public water supplies Is 5 parts per
billion.

Arlen Wlitrock, an FMC spokesman,
said Ihe pumping project will cost an
estimated $700,000. All (old. FMC
win spend at least $6.7 million lo
clean up Ihe Fridley slfe. which Ihe
U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA) cited In 1983 as (he na
lion's most dangerous dump, largely
because of Its proximity to (he Min-
neapolis water Intake. FMC's clean-

. up work has since prompted Ihe
EPA to reclasslfy Ihe tract, and it

.now is listed as the I7(h most worri-
some site on a national list of several

hundred dumps.

In terms of money actually commit-
ted lo cleanup work, (he FMC proj-
ect Is Ihe second largest In Minneso-
ta. Richfield Mid (he biggest such
project was Jn Oakdale. where 3M
Co. has spent $11 million to clean up
several dumps.

The bulk of FMCs money was spent
excavating and treating 38.600 cubic
yards of contaminated soil. It Is
contained In a large, clay-lined vault
thai FMC built on Its property. With-
in the vault, soil b forced by air
through synthetic filters designed to
neutralize the loxlclly of Ihe chemi-
cals. The air Is gradually emitted
into the atmosphere, a process that
(he MPCA says dot* not threaten
health or (he environment.


