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W,ednesd%xy, November 27, 2002
Mtroducéion- We.are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been polluted by activities
at Wheelefs. » ' e

P : v S
What actjvities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved)>

v

Did you have your own well water for drinking and cook:mg? The family drew well water from a hand pump.

Did you have a garden? Yes, the family had a garden. The family would prepare the food from the garden, by washmg,
cooking and at times they would can the food from the garden

How did you vsater during dry times? -doem 't remember hauling water to water the garden.
!

i
Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No sweat lodges. However, his grandfather did have “Midewewin”’
Ceremontes (Native American Spiritual Ceremonies). At these ceremonies, water was used for washing and cooking of the

food needed for a ceremony.
ass Lake and the channel? ‘remembers swrmmmg at sze Bay and in the channel as a chlld

[
Swimmin, mPLl_(___y C

What ac :ivities dovyou recall that mvolved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are

children involved?)
!

Uses for }ood (1ice, water potato, etc.), ceremonies, medicine plants? There were no wild rice gathered from the area.

ainting, other arts and crafts? John does not remember doing arts and crafts, however, his uncle

Uses for baskets, potte \
would do artwork such as painting pictures.

How were these _things harvested, prepared and stored? Family members would pick birch bark and the materials needed
Jfor making birch bark items- these materials would be gathered from the area. Items picked include: Birch bark,
basswood bark, and willow sticks. Because these items were made by hand, the materials would at times be soaked in water

to be plqule so that crafts and storage items can be made.

What an;xmals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children involved??

Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? What parts were eaten? (fillets, eggs, liver?) How were these things prepared? At

times farriily members would spear fish from the channel - the family would eat bullheads 3-4 times a week.

Ducks, gf:ese deer rabbits, grouse? What parts eaten? How prepared? Family members would also snare rabbits from that
areaq. Th,e older members would hunt grouse, turtle and porcupine, however, 'does not know where these food items

were takqn Sfrom.

What other things do you recall ahout living in this area? Using resources in this area? People coming from other
places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are children involved??

Use of open fires? NA

Burning site wocd scraps? Firewood was gathered from the neariy forests.

Stories of life growing-up in the area? After the family moved to a northern part of Cass Lake (Tract 33 area), they would
continue to retura to the old neighborhood and have family dinners there. As children, they would play on and near the

treated logs. .remembers his mothers side of the family (I worked in the mill at some time or another.

Ly




st. Regis Paper Company Superfund Site Interview Project
» S

Tuesday, November 26, 2002
Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been polluted by activities
at Wheelers

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved)>

Did you have your gwn well water for drinking and cooking? The family had their own well that would need to be hand
pumped iniorder to draw water. The family would haul water from this pump to the home until the year 1972 when they

got indoor running water.
Did you hdve a zarden? 7he family had a very large garden. At the titne the family had four acres of property located just
south of the Fox Creek area. Their garden'covéred nearly all of those four acres with vegetables that the family produced

How did you water during dry times? 7he family watered the garden with water carried from the hand pump.

.‘ . e B,
Did you use water for ceremomnial uses like sweats? No

Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Margaret remembers she would at times swim in Pike Bay.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are
children involvec?)

Uses for food (rice, water potato, etc.), ceremonies, medicine plants? The family would pick and prepare for eating wild
berries located on and near their property. The mother would can these berries for future consumption.

Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafis? N/A

How were these things harvested, prepared and stored? Berries would be hand washed and later canned in jars.

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children involved??

Fish, crawfish, tuctles, muskrats, beaver? What parts were eaten'? fillets, eggs, liver?) How were these things prepared?
Fish was prepared and eaten by family members, however, loesn’t know where the fish came from.

Ducks, geese, decr rabbits, grouse? What parts eaten? How prepared? Wild rubbits were snared from near and on the
property. Deer were also hunted in the area. So rabbit meat and venison were caten by the family members. These two
meat products were either prepared fresh and eaten or canned for later consumption.

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People coming from other
places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (Fow are children involved??

Use ¢f open fires ™ NA
Burning site woord scraps? The fumdy would burn oy firesvood, however, none of the wood from the treatment plant was

used by the fumil

Stories of life

woving upan the aren? The fannly hond process all food - they would pick yild blueberries and v ould can

luc ! wpetalbles, berries fistand deer moeatvwere all home prepered and caumed. Thronghout the years,
eneiders seemg the trucks driving by her place and she knew they were riding dowi to ] anedis ield v dung

fronn the plant S e remeimbers many of the fapnlies that grew up i avd lived i the area. She can tell a story of newardy

onrc remmber frony cach family swhionr s have aned had concer of some sort,




 Thursday, Dccembg:r 5, 200

Introduction We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been

polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)
Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? Had own well — hand pump inside the house.

Mom had indoor plumbing installed when she started working.

Did vou have a garden? Yes
How did you water during dry times? Water hose. Doesn’t remember hauling water.

Did vou_use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No
Swimmmng in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam inall three areas.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? How are children involved)
Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremornes, medicine plant? Did not have wild rice - the rice

plants grew in the water but there were not rice in the stalks. They were empty and hollow.
Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafis? Grandmother picked sweet grass along the

swamp.
How were these things harvested, prepared and stored? Doesn't remember what she did with it after she

picked it
What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (FHow are children

mvolved?)
Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Her brother fished. She doesn't know where the fish came

Jrom. :
What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) The fish eggs would be cooked.
How were these things prepared? When mother was away at work, the family children gathered frogs

from the pond, cut the legs off the frogs and fried them in a pan and ate them. When their mother

returned, sie scrubbed out the pan.
Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits, grousej#’oesn t know if father trapped and hunted in the area.
What parts were eaten?

How prepared? '

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming fror other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are children

mvolved?

Use of open fires ?_remembem there was this ditch on the north side of the railroad tracks filled
with thick (a!most pure) crevsote. At times she remembers this creosote would caich on fire. She docsn 't
know aow thes caught on fire but she remembers the fire trucks would have to come out there to
extinguish th: fire. She thinks perhaps the neighborhood children would spark the fire.

Storics of life growing up i the arca?  As a child, she remembers plaving ar the Box Factory in the
woods. They also plaved at the bridge  Her father's fainily lived on the south side of the railroad tracks.

Hoer mmfghc(/ of cancer She liad another i, mw}mm alsa died of cancer 'mu[//cr

e breast carcer and hud o breasi Fenioved
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Thursday, December 5, 2002 m

Introduciion: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been

polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)
Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? Had own well for drinking and cooking. It was a

large hand pump outside the house.

Did you have a garden? Yes, they had a garden.

How did vou water during dry times? Family hand pumped the water and hauled the water to the garden.
Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? Never had sweat lodges.

Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? She swam in all three places all the time.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (Fow are children involved)
Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? Did not gather wild rice.

Uses for baskets. pottery, painting, other arts and crafis? Did not make baskets.
How were these things harvested, prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children

mvolved?)
Fish, crawfish, turtles. muskrats, 'beaver? Fish.
What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) No innards were eaten.

How were these things prepared? Fried and baked
Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits, grouse? Deer - meat was baked and fried. Raised rabbits- these were baked

and boiled. Partridge were baked..
What parts wvere eaten?
How preparid?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are children

involved”?

Use of open lires? Burned firewood cut from the woods off the property.

Buming site wood scraps? Picked coal from railroad tracks.
Stories of life growing up in the area? A/l children spent time playing in open field As a child, she
remembers p'cking wild flowers from the creck and bringing them home. Her mother put them in a vase

und a little later in the day, the cut flowers would smell terrible.




Thursday, December 3, 2002 m

Introduction. We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been

pollute d by activitiecs at Wheelers.

What «ctivities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)
Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? Had own well for drinking and cooking.

Did you have a garden? No

How did vou water during dry times?

Did vou use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No ceremonies

Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Waded in water, did not know how to swim.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel

areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? Does not recall any use of plants.

Uses for baskets, pottery. painting. other arts and crafis?
How were these things harvested, prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children

involved? -
Fish, cravtish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Snapping turtles were eaten. Everything from the turtle, except

the innard's and shell would be fried and eaten.
What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?)

How were these things prepared?
Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits. grouse? Deer meat was fried - he would eat only the hind quarter and

tenderloin. The family raised rabbits also would snare wild rabbits from the area. Rabbit meat was

either friec' or boiled.
‘What parts were caten?
How prepared?

‘What othe - things de you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass L ake and Pike Bay area? (How are children

involved?

Use of open fires?

Burming sitc wood scraps?
Stories of lite growing up mn the area? As «a child he played on piles of treated logs daily. He would

watch neighborhond children swim in pond on the site. He would not swim in there.




Thursday, December 5, 2002 m

Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What ictivities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)

Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? Had own well for drinking and cooking.

Did you have a garden? Had a garden.
How did you water during dry times? He hauled water from the hand pump to the garden.

Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No sweats.
Swimmung in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? As kids they went to Pike Bay to swim as there was a

hetter beach there plus more privacy.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel

areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? He gathered wild rice from different
areas as these lakes did not have rice — the wild rice plants were hollow and empty. They would gather
rice from different areas and sell it immediately. At time they would bring some rice home for finishing.
Uses for haskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafts? Did not make baskets.

How wert: these things harvested. prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children
mvolved?)

Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Bullheads were caught and boiled.

What part:; eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?)

How were these things prepared?
Ducks. gecse, deer, rabbits, grouse? Rabbits were baked or boiled. Partridge was baked. Deer was

taken from the Box Factory area. The neck would be baked; the shoulders would be fried. Everything
was eaten cxcept the head, hide and innards.

What parts were caten?

How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming fro:n other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are children

mvolved?

Use of open fires? Leaves were burned, shrubs, brush and grass were burned each spring and fall

Buming site wood scraps? Blocks and bundles of untreated slab wood were burned.

Storizs of life growing up in the area? As « young man,..'\afozl/a’ dehver newspapers (Grit & Pioneer)
to nreighborbood.  He remembers building forts in the woods that is now the Minnesota ( hippewa Tribe

Admmistrative Office site. They would also slide using car hoods und flaitened boxes during the winter.
noticed that females

At the currert conpty gorage area, children would play softball in the fields.
vould get Lupuis. He alsosworked at Wheelers for almost two years. Thev workers wonld have 1o bring
ot st g b barrel drms aird dp them, the divins would be dripping with thut “stufi™ [fe m’.s';)
et workers woudd clso hene fo clears cur diar Big evlinder i the veood ireatment plani ]71:,\‘ COAvOrEers

1) ? ; M il
cvked e tor cleart ol ong Bur e swould vot o hear there



Saturday, November 9, ZGOM

Introduction: We are trying to determine how peop]e ammals plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)

Did you have you own well for drinking and cooking? Yes. Family had raised pork and chickens and
chicken eggs as a food source. Home grown food items were prepared by roasting, frying, boiling or
baking. Also, the fat from the pig was rendered for lard for cooking and baking.

Did you have a garden? Yes

How did you water during dry times? Watered garden from well water

Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No
Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam in all three listed. Pike Bay, Cass Lake and

Channel that goes through to the Box Factory and under the bridge.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? Cooked all food with water.

Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafts? Crafis included water and oil painting.

How were these things harvested, prepared and stored? Canning of food was done. Food items grown in
garden that were canned include: pickles, tomatoes, carrots, lettuce, radishes, cucumbers, tomatoes,
beans, peas, onions (these items were ealen fresh also. Items were grown in the garden were rinsed in
water, cooked and canned.

; What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children
involved?)

Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Fish (bullheads & northerns) were caught from the bridge and

brought home to be prepared and eaten.
What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) fillets

How were these things prepared?
Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits, grouse? None

What parts were eaten?

How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are

children involved?

Use of open fires? Burned grass. Garbage was burned in barrels.
Burning site wood scraps? Did not burn wood scraps. The neighbor used firewood from company for

parching rice.
Stomnes of life growing up in the area? During the winter months, children skated on the frozen pond.

Children shoveled the area. Snow piles were made into forts with snow plowed that Wheelers plowed.
During the summer months, children swam in the “Box Factory”. Also during the summer, summer
youth workers cleaned, brushed, and removed boxes, and glass out of the lake. The children walked
through the log yard daily. As teenagers, children sat on logs for hours with friends. When climbing on

the logs, pitch would et on hands.




Saturday, November 9, 2002 -

Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)
Did you have you own well for drinking and cooking? Yes. Family had raised pork and chickens and
chicken eggs as a food source. Home grown food items were prepared by roasting, frying, boiling or

baking. Also, the fat from the pig was rendered for lard for cooking and baking.

Did you have a garden? Yes
How did you water during dry times? Watered garden from well water

Did vou use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No

Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam in all three listed. Pike Bay, Cass Lake and

Channel that gaes through to the Box Factory and under the bridge

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? Cooked all food with water.

Uses for baskets, pottery. painting, other arts and crafts? Crafis included water and oil painting.

How were these things harvested, prepared and stored? Canning of food was done. Food items grown in
garden that were canned include: pickles, tomatoes, carrots, lettuce, radishes, cucumbers, tomatioes,
beans, peas, onions (these items were eaten fresh also. Items were grown in the garden were rinsed in

water, cocked and canned.

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children

involved?)
Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Fish (bullheads & northerns) were caught from the

bridge and brought home to be prepared and eaten.
What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) fillets

How were these things prepared?

Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits, grouse? None

What parts were eaten?

How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are

children involved?

Use of open fires? Burned grass. Garbage was burned in barrels.
Burning site wood scraps‘7 Did not burn wood scraps. The neighbor used firewood from company for

parching rice.
Stories of life growing up in the area? During 1974 - 1982 yas employed at Wheelers. At this
site wood scraps were burned before they were treated. End cuts Jrom the treated wood were dumped
down by Pike Bay. This swarp was being filled up with this treated wood. When youngeruwould
swintin the ~hannel and at the Box Factory. Ior food, fish (northerns) were speared, cooked and eaten,
He would also fish from the train bridge. The waste water from the plant was dumped at the city dump.
Ditches were made from the plant site were made for water to run east info the lake. He mentioned
vorked at the plan also and inquired whether or not he was interviewed,

e
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Saturday, November 9, 2002 “

Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)

Did you have you.own well for drinking and cooking? Yes. Family had raised pork and chickens and
chicken eggs as a food source. Home grown food items were prepared by roasting, frying, boiling or
baking. Also, the fat from the pig was rendered for lard for cooking and baking.

Did you have a garden? Yes
How did you water during dry times? Watered garden from well water

Did vou use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No

Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam in all three listed. Pike Bay, Cass Lake and

Channel that goes through to the Box Factory and under the bridge

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.). ceremonies, medicine plant? Cooked all food with water.

Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafts? Crafis included water and oil painting.

How were these things harvested, prepared and stored? Canning of food was done. Food items grown in
garden that were canned include: pickles, tomatoes, carrots, lettuce, radishes, cucumbers, tomatoes,
beans, peas, onions (these items were eaten fresh also. ltems were grown in the garden were rivised in

water, cooked and canned.

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children

involved?)

Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Fish (bullheads & northerns) were caught from the bridge and

brought home to be prepared and eaten.

What parts caten? (filets, eggs, liver?) fillets
How were these things prepared?

Ducks. geese, deer, rabbits, grouse? None
What parts were eaten?

How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are

children involved?

Use of open fires? Burned grass. Garbage was burned in barrels.
Burning site wood scraps? Did not burn wood scraps.” The neighbor used firewood from company for

parching rice.
Stories of life growing up in the area? recalled paying on the logs that were stacked-up near the
neighborhood. Children would play games such as hide and go seek. They would also climb on the logs

even during heavy rains. Her brother, Jell into water and went under as he was floating on a raft
or was in a canoe. He was pulled to safety. Duri ing school days, children would walk across the log
yard. Children would play in puddles of water and often times walked right through the puddies. During
the suminer time, children veould play in the sand - activities played were marbles, cars. During the
winter months, children would skate on the frozen pond. also recalls walking through the (og yard
when she lived down the road at one other time. Other activities done were washing clothes in water.

L



Saturday, November 9, 2002 “

Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)

Did you have you own well for drinking and cooking? Yes. Family had raised pork and chickens and
chicken eggs as a food source. Home grown food items were prepared by roasting, frying, boiling or

baking. Also, the fat from the pig was rendered for lard for cooking and baking.

Did you have a garden? Yes
How did you water during dry times? Watered garden from well water

Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No

Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam in all three listed. Pike Bay, Cass Lake and

Channel that goes through to the Box Factory and under the bridge

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? Cooked all food with water.

Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafts? Crafis included water and oil painting.
How were these things harvested, prepared and stored? Canning of food was done. Food items grown in

garden that were canned include: pickles, tomatoes, carrots, lettuce, radishes, cucumbers, tomatoes,
beans, peas, onions (these items were eaten Jresh also. Items were grown in the garden were rinsed in

water, cooked and canned.

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children

involved?)
crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Fish (bullheads & northerns) were caught from the bridge and

brought home to be prepared and eaten.
What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) fillets

How were these things prepared? Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits, grouse? Norne

‘What parts were caten? How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are

children involved?

Use of open fires? Burned grass. Garbage was burned in barrels.
Burning site wood scraps? Did not burn wood scraps. The neighbor used firewood from company for

parching rice.
Stories of life growing up in the area? Activities included horseback riding, playing in and near the

ponds. ell into the water and almost drow.ied at onz time. His brother pulled him out of the
water aﬁas taken to the Bemidji Hospital to gel the water pumped out of his stomach.

vorked at Wheelers for about six months back in 1977. Some nights he couldn 't sleep at night
because the smell from the factory was (oo strong in the air. remembers playing on the logs that
were piled outside the factor. Children also played in the cooled burners (these burners were where the
tops of logs were burned before they were treated). This plant ran 24 hours a day 7 days a week. The
smell was present daily, yearly, andworse in the winter. Logs were pulled out to drip dry onto the
ground. The company kept expanding with more bwildings. Logs were piled everywhere - right next 1o
The children also played on the trams that the lunber was havled on.

houses.

ol



Thursday, December 12, 2002 U

Introduction: We are trying to determine how peéple, animals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)
Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? Had a well outside.

Did you have a garden? Yes, had a garden.

How did you water during dry times? Don’t remember

Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? Don’t remember sweats.
Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Played around “shit creek”. Played on the bridge.

At around 8-9 years old she remembers swimming at the box factory.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for foed (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? None that she remembers
Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafts? None that she remembers
How were these things harvested, prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children

involved?)
* Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Father set net on south Pike Bay. The kids would fish off the

train bridge. They would carch bullheads.

What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) She doesn’t remember
How were these things prepared?

Ducks. peese, deer, rabbits, grouse?

What parts were eaten?

How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are

children involved?

Use of open fires?

Burning site wood scraps?
Stories of life growing up in the area? Wasn't allowed to go past the “shit creek” bridge, however, the

older children were allowed to walk through the Wheeler property. As a child she would pick blueberries

in the nearby forest for years. There hasn’t been any blueberries in that area for a long tim
mentioned to me that she has cancer. The doctors have told her that there is still cancer in the ymp

nodes.



Friday, December 13, 2002 —

Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)
Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? Had city wath

Did you have a garden? No garden

How did you water during dry times?

Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No sweats

Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and in the channel.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? Wanted to harvest the wild rice from
near the hridge between Pike Bay and Cass Lake but the DNR and Game Wardens would allow ricing in

that area No medicine plants were used.
Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafts? He gathered birch bark, willow and basswood

bark to make baskets.
How were these things harvested, prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children

involved?)
Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats beaver? Had eaten fish — whitefish, tullabees, walleyes — before

Wheelers got there. He quit eating the fish after Wheelers came there.
What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) Ate the whole thing.

How were these things prepared?
Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits, grouse? Deer was eaten — the whole thing — nothing was wasted.

What parts were eaten?

How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
- coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are
children involved?

Use of open fires?
Burmning site wood scraps? He burned wood but did not use the wood from the plant.

Stories of life growing up in the area? He worked at Wheelers for about 5-6 years back in the ‘60’s. The
smell was strong from the treated poles. There were treated poles lined up from the railroad crosses on

the road ail the way east to the g ad some friends who worked at Wheelers, however, they
passed away from cancer. —gave permission for John Persell or Shirley Nordrum to contact him

if they wish.




Friday, December 13, 2002 ~

Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)
Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? Had a well — it was a hand pump then eventually

got an electric pump.

Did you have a garden? No garden.

How did you waler during dry times?

Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No sweats.

Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam in back at the Box Factory. Also swam on the

loop road.
What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel

areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? Picked pin cherries, choke cherries.
Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafts? Doesn’t recall any arts and crafts being done.

How were these things harvested, prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children

involved?)
Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Fished from the train bridge. They would catch bull heads.

What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) The fillets and eggs would be eaten.

How were these things prepared?

Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits, grouse?

What parts were eaten?

How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are

children involved?

Use of open fires? Her dad would burn the grass and leaves every year.

Burning site wood scraps?
Stortes of life growing up in the area? As a chilzP'ould walk across the log yard to get to school.
She remembers the big pits of creosote — they would always be black. Her family didn't live there very

long. She also remembers when it rained, the puddles would be black. There were always piles and piles

of creosote logs at the site.



Monday, December 16, 2002 ~

Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)

Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? Had inside hand pump.

Did you have a garden? No garden.

How did you water during dry times?

Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No sweats.

Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam in Cass Lake, Pike Bay and in the channel

around that train bridge.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? No plants used for food.
Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafts? No arts and crafis.
How were these things harvested, prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channe! areas? (How are children

involved?)
Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Fished from the train bridge in the channel.

What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?)
How were these things prepared? The fish was cleaned and cooked by boiling the meat.

Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits, grouse? None.
What parts were eaten?

How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are
children involved?

Use of open fires? Wood on south side of the tracks near the forestry was cut and used for firewood.
Bumning site wood scraps? Old logs were burned. The logs may have been treated, however, they were
weathered. The family would use the tops of the poles and cut them up for firewood.

Stories of life growing up in the area? He lived in the area from about 1959 ‘til 1966. The children
played marbles in the sand. There was a lot of creosote in certain areas. The creosote would stick to
tennis shoes and would be hard to come off. They would use kerosene or fuel oil to remove the creosote
off the shoes. As a child, he would be attracted to the log piles. When he got older there were drinking
parties on and near the log piles. Sometimes he would sleep under ihe logs on top of flattened cardboard

boxes.



December 16, 2002 ~

Introduction: We are trying to determine how peop'le, amimals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)

Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? Yes, had a shallow well.

Did you have a garden? Yes, the family had a garden.
How did you water during dry times? Ran the water and hauled it to the garden.

Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No sweats.
Swimmuing in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam in all three areas.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (nice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plants? Family picked berries and harvested
wild rice. They grew their own vegetables. They also gathered hazel nuts. Basically, the family would

eat anything edible.
Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafts? Her mother would make corsages, wreaths, and

sprays to give away as gifts. Princess pine was used for the crafts.
How were these things harvested, prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children
involved?) .

Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? The family ate fish.

What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) Fillets..w"

How were these things prepared? Usually fried and occasionally smoked.

Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits, grouse? Her dad was a hunter so he would hunt rabbits, ducks, grouse,

partridges, deer.
What parts were eaten? - The meat would be eaten from these animals. Occasionally, the heart or liver of

the deer would be eaten.

How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are

children involved?
Use of open fires? The family would have open fires during the summer for cookouts at South Pike Bay

(sometimes East Pike Bay). At home they would sometimes cook outside the home over an open fire.
emembers using the family would use the untreated site wood scraps

Buming site wood scraps?

Jor firewood.
Stories of ife growing up in the area? They would play hide and seek in and amongst the logs. This vas

a playground for the children. As children they would walk through the piles of logs to get to school
every day. At night it was scary walking home from the movie theater. The town used to be a busy town

Jor at time they thought it would grow to be as large as Bemidjr. F approached the
city, however. they were turned down by the powers-that-be. She thinks others may have signed a

statement regarding the contamination of the property.




‘pecember 17, 2002 ”

Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)

Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? Had own well for drinking and cooking. It was
an electrical well.

Did you have a garden? The family had a garden and the vegetables were harvested every year. They
kept the potatoes and onions.

How did you water during dry times? Her father had a container that caught rain water, otherwise, they
used well water. '

Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No sweats.

Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam in Pike Bay.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (How are children involved)

- Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? Did not have traditional uses.
Uses for baskets, pottery. painting, other arts and crafts?
- How were these things harvested, prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children
involved?) ’
Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? Fish was caught and eaten.
What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) Doesn't remember.
ow were these things prepared? Fried or bakes.
ucks, geese, deer, rabbits, grouse? Wild ducks, rabbits and squirrel.
hat parts were eaten? The meat was eaten. 3
How prepared? '

*
hat other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
ming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are

of open fires?

Ing site wood scraps? The family burned wood but none from the plant.

Uries of life growing up in the area? Kids would play in the logs. You could smell the creosote at all

. The children walked through the log yard into town. At one time there were a lot of houses up and
v the south side because people worked for wheelers and for the railroa:”zs born pre-
@ture and has had a lot of health problems. She also mentioned that she cannot have children of her




December 17, 2002 ' ”

Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils may have been
polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are children involved?)

Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? The family had their own well - a hand pump.
Did you have a garden? His grandmother had a gar(%.mily lived close by her. .

How did you water during dry times? He had no idea how she may have watered the garden.

Did you use water for ceremonial uses like sweats? No sweats.
Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel? Swam in all three areas.

What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel
areas? (How are children involved)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plant? There was never any rice in that

place. He remembers picking and eating blueberries.
Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafts? No arts and crafis.

How were these things harvested, prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How are children

involved?)
Fish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver?&q:hed in the channel and caught bullheads.
What parts eaten? (filets, eggs, liver?) The whole fish was eaten.

How were these things prepared? Deep fried or fried.

Ducks, geese, deer, rabbits, grouse? No other animals were eaten.

What parts were eaten?

How prepared?

What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this area? People
coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and Pike Bay area? (How are

children involved?

Use of vpen fires? No open fires.

Burming site wood scraps?
Stories of life growing up in the area? As a chi ould play in the logs daily. He remembers there

were black puddles of tar and creosote all over the ar worked for thm
15 years. He would use that water from those buildings for drinking until one

!ay one of the ,PRM programs acquired bottled water for drinking.




Pilot Project Interview Questions

Introduction: We are trying to determine how people, animals, plants, water and soils
may have been polluted by activities at Wheelers.

What activities do you recall about the use of water? (How are, children involyed?
Y we Wad Fch\dren. \Q{\,‘\\)?i 'L\\erz ro?'-n \aqo0-1qf

Did you have your own well for drinking and cooking? NO

Did you have a garden? How did you water during dry times?
Did you tlse water for ceremonial uses like sweats?
no
Swimming in Pike Bay, Cass Lake and the channel?\e Q
(1\RVY Q,%\? tdce (\y v (hyse \5 gwqm\b '~ Pile QQ\‘ &CC‘SS Lﬁké
What activities do you recall that involved the use of plants in the Cass Lake, Pike
Bay and channel areas? (How are children involved?)

Uses for food (rice, water potato etc.), ceremonies, medicine plants? Ahed

wWe ade WD it N T A not sure in Came
Uses for baskets, pottery, painting, other arts and crafis? % 65 Cosslake or not

no
How were these things harvested, prepared and stored?

What animals were used from the Cass Lake, Pike Bay and channel areas? (How
are children involved?) Ny A\dren  oX-e $iskh o35 oS cass ¢

\he Q_p.s\
ish, crawfish, turtles, muskrats, beaver? What parts eaten? eggs, liver?)

How were these things prepared?
N ed - ol ei [!Jr pbco“ \ =d
Ducks, geese,, rabbits,(@rous®? What parts eaten? How prepared?
The whale animae) wes eoten excesp’\ ’Eror vnternal
araons. We Stied o aered  Mhem .
What other things do you recall about living in this area? Using resources in this
area”? People coming from other places to fish, hunt, gather in the Cass Lake and
Pike Bay area? (How are children involved?) “We Whad ,FQ\G‘\Ngs Seom
orer sAdales come wQ Yo Kigh B nutmerous Hmes.

Use of open fires? WO < had ¥ Small QQMP $ires tn OuF
%QCA\ all 4he Hime. We Durn d Weod \n A S mall

Burning site wood scraps? woecd Wurner ta Ahe middie o%
naQ Our Wuing Foom The Sirg?

Stories of life growing up in the area? "\ o o Y edre we ‘ived Ahere.

LIRS Lo Viged Yhere we also ‘Suc\w& up owe
Nouse wohide wre wece \\oir\?\ T 4L WOoe hZed a Dasemen
e

C‘)\u} wader aeatm (A an}\ o P\LJY X he TNouse ‘D&C)ﬂ
é\O\to‘\ on he Fowndation | 90 we nad all iy air horne



Person Interviewed 4 ENGGG
Interviewed by: (NG

Date: 5/16/02

1. Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
Yes, we lived in the middle of the site, from 1956-1967.

2.  Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Hand pump outside of the house.

3. Garden:
No. Neighbors all had gardens.

4. Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweet grass —sweats)
No

5. Hunting: (whét)
Yes, rabbits.

Gathering/Picking: (what)
Yes, berries, horse radish, hazelnuts.

Fishing: (where)
NO, but would caught turtles to play with from Shitcreek.

ing :(where)
t not in that area.

as a smelly place.
dle of the log piles



Yes, in the mud holes.
Some where 2 blocks long.
Would smell and feel greasy after swimming in it.

12. Do you feel that living in the area had any effect on you?
Yes, family members have medical problems.

13. Other notes:
Remember the big black burners in the site area. Could smell

and see black smoke when they would be burning the treated
wood chips, (like tar and oil)

Remember the big tractors carring bundles of treated logs.
The ground was black where the logs were piled.



Person Interviewed:
Interviewed byg :

Date: 5/16/02

l. Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
Yes, we lived about a mile south of the site.
All our life, still live there.
Family members worked there.

2.  Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Hand pump.

3. Garden:
Yes.

4. Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweet grass —sweats)
No

5. Hunting: (what)
Yes, rabbits.

6. Gathering/Picking: (what)
Yes, berries.

7. Fishing: (where)
NO

Ricing :(where)
No

Crafts: NO

Play area: (where/conditions)
Ould swim at Pike Bay.

nd 3

E Swilnming: (where)



12.

13.

Yes, at Pike Bay. s
Do you feel that living in the area had any effect on you?
Yes, family members have medical problems.

Other notes:

Remember the smells, like tar and oil.
Burning at the dump.

Would see burning at the site area.



Person Interviewed SN
Interviewed by: (i D

Date: 5/16/02

1.

E\i

h

10.

1.

Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
Yes, we lived about a mile south of the site.

All our life, still live there.

Family members worked there.

Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Hand pump.

Garden:
Yes.

Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweet grass —sweats)
No

Hunting: (what)
Yes, rabbits.

Gathering/Picking: (what)
Yes, berries.

Fishing: (where)
NO

Ricing :(where)
No

Crafts: NO

Play area: (where/conditions)
Would swim at Pike Bay.

Swimming: (where)



Yes, at Pike Bay. y

12. Do you feel that living in the area had any effect on you?
Yes, family members have medical problems.

13. Other notes:
Remember the smells, like tar and oil.
Burning at the dump. |
Would see burning at the site area.



Person Interviewed : (i R DDNEND
Interviewed by: [ EEG_NGN_N

Date: 5/16/02

10.

11,

Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
Yes, we lived about a mile south of the site.

All our life, still live there.

Family members worked there.

Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Hand pump.

Garden:
Yes.

Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweet grass —sweats)
No

Hunting: (what)
Yes, rabbits.

Gathering/Picking: (what)
Yes, berries.

Fishing: (where)
NO

Ricing :(where)
No

Crafts: NO

Play area: (where/conditions)
Would swim at Pike Bay.

Swimming: (where)



Yes, at Pike Bay. ¢

12. Do you feel that living in the area had any effect on you?
Yes, family members have medical problems.

13. Other notes:
Remember the smells, like tar and oil.
Burning at the dump. '
Would see burning at the site area.



Person Interviewed : QNN
Interviewed by: (I EEERY

Date: 5/15/02

1. Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)

Yes, in 1962. Lived there almost 8 years. South of the mill. In the
middle of ‘

piles of treated logs.

Worked their treating telephone poles. Lumber also. Did the

whole process.

2. Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Shared the pump with another house. Private shallow well. Hand

pump.

3. Garden:
No

4. Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweet grass —sweats)
No

5. Hunting: (what)
Yes, would snare rabbits. Lived on them. After the clean up

started the rabbits
disappeared and the hazelnut bushes did too!

6. Gathering/Picking: (what)
No

7. Fishing: (where)
NO

8. Ricing :(where)
Yes, at the train bridge.

N

Ciafts: NO



10.

11.

12.

13.

Play area; (where/conditions)

Swimming: (where) .
Yes, the bridge, the channel, boat landing and the box factory.

Do you feel that living in the area had any effect on you?
Yes, would get headaches from having to smell it all the time.

Home & work!

Other notes:
Were a lot of hazelnuts that we would pick and eat? Had daily

contact with the affected area. Remembers the water run off in
the spring. Also still remembers the smell from over there.
(Creosote) - ;

Can’t stand the smell of tar because it reminds him of working
there, also from smelling it all the time at home.



St. Regis Questionnaire
(Residents)

Interviewer Date: 5’ 'S ZD()J

Interviewee -

1. When did you live the area of the St. Regis/ Wheeler Paper Company?

L !q’rs. South bound of the e —log
2. Do you recall anything about your dinking water or your well?

Aand pump -
3. Did you have a garden?
4. Did you h?rve\st natural resources in the area?

Feting - oo bridge
5. What did you harvest?
bot h
6. How did you use it?
7. How often did you harvest and use these natural resources (for food or craﬁ)?
\J €y Oy
8. Did you er others you know swim in the area?
Comall - pike Pay @ua  bridee | Baaf -

9. Who else do you remember other families that lived in the area? ('d/(\&t !\OI

\”M)bdcﬁ

ovled He 2y




Person Interviewed Sl Y
Interviewed by: NG

Date: 5/16/02

1. Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
Yes, we lived in the center of the site from 1963-1981.

2. Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Private shallow well. Hand pump.

3. Garden:
Yes, always. It was a veggie garden. Would water from the our

shallow well.

4. Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweet grass —sweats)
No

5. Hunting: (what)
No hunting.

6. Gathering/Picking: (what)
Yes, berries & nuts

7. Fishing: (where)
NO

8. Ricing :(where)
Yes, at the train bridge.

9, Crafts: NO

10. Play area: (where/conditions)
The area had pools of oily water. Played on the logs. It also was

smelly all the time.



Person Interviewed: G R
Interviewed by:-

Date: 5/15/02

1. Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
Lived 2 blocks from the sjte, and later movea block closer. Lived
there 20 years.

2.  Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Hand pump. Private we}],

3. Garden:
Yes, all the usual veggies,

4. Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweet grass —sweats)
No

5. Hunting: (what)
NO

6. Gathering/Picking: (What)
Yes, berries and hazelnyts.

7. Fishing: (where)
NO, but remembers other people from that area would fish at the
train
Bridge.

8. Ricing :(where)
Father would but NOT in that area.

9. Crafts: NO

10.  Play area: (where/conditions)



Swimming: (where) &

1. Yes, in the mud puddles in the site area. Pike Bay area, still go
there. Also swan at the box factory.
12 Do you feel that living in the area had any effect on you?
) Yes, family members have medical problems.
13. Other notes:

Remember the pools of smelly, oily water also all the log piles.
Had daily contact with the affected area.



Person Interviewed: —
Interviewed by: (NG

Date: 5/13/02

1.

10,

Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)

Lived 3 blocks from the plant, but across the road from the
treated log piles. Nothing grew by to log piles.

Lived there from 1950-1967.

Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Shallow well, hand pump.
Used for cooking, drinking, bathing, watering the garden.

Garden:
Yes, all the usual veggies.

Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweet grass —sweats)
No

Hunting: (what)
Yes — partridges

Gathering/Picking: (what)
Yes, berries and nuts.

Fishing: (where)

Yes — Pike Bay & Bridge
Ricing :(where)

Yes

Crafts: Yes

Play area: (where/conditions)
Walked in it everyday.



il.

12.

13.

£
H

Swimming: (where)
Yes — But was told not t?!

Do ybu feel that living in the area had any effect on you?
Yes, it also affected his dogs.

Other notes:

Remembers seeing fire burning in the plant area. Also still
remembers the smell from over there. (Creosote) Remembers
seeing something that was yellow in color that was used on the

logs.



St. Regis Questionnaire
(Residents)

Interviewer - Date: 6[!3 {02/

: ""7". Mol
Interviewee  XUXNKYNCIEY

.

1. When did you live the area of the St. Regis/ Wheeler Paper Company?

3 blics, oy { | bl fom Logs- Spudth S@(}a of
2. Do you recall anything about your dinking water or your well? Og?/
rondk Pang,

3. Did you have a garden? YQ S - Vfﬂ%{j/,)/ -

4. Did you harvest natural resources in the area?

han- - fuuts =
5. What did you harvest? S
fund - 5N - brom e eﬂ‘/[ ?fcmq

6. How did you use it?

7. . How often did you harvest and use these natural resources (for food or craft)?
8. Did you or others you know swim in the area? SM m

5 P Bay | &xqﬁc‘ffm\{ /

9. Who else do you remember other families that lived in the area?

lotuny ?ﬁdmﬁq by {0@4/
brae | fyushas [ Pl «

* dcuubul CO)\}L\L'{ wn 0 Wwa «

Pactdws



11.

12.

13.

Swimming: (where) i
Yes — In the creosote puddles. Also swan at the Box Factory,
Cass Lake & Pike Bay.

Do you feel that living in the area had any effect on you?
Yes, major lung surgery. We would walk threw the creosote
area at least once a day.

Other notes:

Daily contact with area. Always lots of black smoke from the
plant area. It would burn your eyes. What ever they were
burning, it would burn for days. When the wind would blow
you could smell the creosote. Sometimes it would smell like
rotten eggs. Every family member that lived over there is
either sick or died. For the amount of people that lived there
over the years every family member has been touched by some
type of illness. I blame that on living in that area.



St. Regis Questionnaire
(Residents)

Interviewer ‘ Date: $-]3-03

I. When did you hvérthe area of the St. Regis/ Wheeler Paper Company?
V450 — 1917

2. Do you recall anything about your dinking water or your well?
W Ned newonak Pump - wreld

3. Did you have a garden? \9&05"6\10
Wit wedaned o fpumn e (VIR

4. Did you harvest natural resources in the area? % b,anmw }\.ngq
YYs N swhobonld ﬂvw.%maxew, pot

s. What did you harvest? SRR

6. How did you use it? Jm-bm-&b ot 80 e o

7. How oﬁen did you harvest and use these natural resources (for food or craft)?

b«”\ %cro ‘E‘/U..Q.I\(s b&L&J\) ( .
Did you or others you know swim in the area?(aﬂ.,a)—' Pk Bo»d (SN\CULQ ‘O/‘Iﬂf D)
o~ YooK \)

9. Who else do you remember other families that lived in the area? ¢

M%M@MWMWSMS(&»,

o



Date: 5/13/02

1. Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
Lived on the southwest side of site. Had to walk by a lot of treated
log piles everyday just to go to school or town. Could see the creosote
that soaked into the ground.

2. Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Private well — hand pump.
Used for cooking, drinking, bathing.

3. Garden:
No

4. Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweet grass —sweatsj
No

5. Hunting: (what)
Yes — Deer

6. Gathering/Picking: (what)
Yes, blueberries

7.  Fishing: (where)
Yes — Car Bridge

8. Ricing :(where)
Yes

0. Crafts: Yes

10.  Play area: (where/conditions)
Walked in'it everyday.



13.

Swimming: (where)
Yes — In the Wheelers yard when it rained a lot. It would
discolor our clothes. Box Factory, Cass Lake & Pike Bay.

Do you feel that living in the area had any effect on you?

Yes, a lot of my relatives that lived over there have gotten sick
And passed away. Some of the health problems: Mother had
Lung Disease. Also a lot of relative and friends have died from
Cancer. I myself have had 3 miscarriages and one baby died at

the age of 9 days old. He was born premature. I have thyroid
problems.

Other notes:

Always a lot of smoke from the plant area. The area would
really stink like oil. Big oily tanks were left open at times. A
puppy fell into one of the tanks, someone fished it out. It was

full of oil and died a couple days later.



St. Regis Questionnaire
(Residents)

Interviewer Date: 6“3]0L

Interviewee

1. When did you live the area of the St. Regis/ Wheeler Paper Company?
fes -

2. Do you recall anything about your dinking water or your well?
hord pump  Cobtung |
3. Did you have a garden?
4. Did you harvest natural resources in the area? .
btwe hovwen | by (H15h | nee
5. What did you harvest?
6. How did you use it?
7. How often did you harvest and use these natural resources (for food or craft)?

LS -
Did you or others you know swim in the area?
¥ES - Un b yuang- WA oy box factory

Who else do you remember other families that lived in the area? O mr\dﬁ/
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Person Interviewed 4 INENGNG_Y
Interviewed by : (GG

+

Date: 5/13/02 : ..

1.  How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
Lived south of the Treating plant for about 4 yrs with his parents.
Worked there in 1969 — 70’s. Was a treating plant helper.
Also worked building bridge decks.

2. Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Private well, shallow well, hand pump.
Drinking, cooking.

3. Garden:
Yes, a small veggie garden.

4. Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweetgrass —sweats)
NO

5. Hunting: (what)
No

6. Gathering/Picking (what)
Yes, would pick wild strawberries to eat.

7. Fishing: (where)
Yes, Pike Bay.

8. Ricing: (where)
No, but brother did.



9. Crafts : v

NO
" r
10. Play area: (where/conditions)
11. Swimming: (where)

Yes, at the Box Factory, and in the channel.

12. Other notes:
Had daily contact with the area. Had to go into the long tubes
that did the treatments when things were stuck. Also went
into them to clean. Would go in when it was still very warms
inside of it. Once he learned of all the poison he was working
with he decided he didn’t want to work there any longer.




St. Regis Questionnaire
(Residents)

Interviewer Date: 5] | 5 / 0&/

» WOW’L (f\ W

When did you live the area of the St. Regis/ Wheeler Paper Company?

'\]QS—' SUuth f A - - oyrs . parany
¢ +I’E’(M’l nq WCUY\T 'JY{D - PuthcAoof)

Do you recall anything about your dinking water or your well?

Priveke Wodken - |

Did you have a garden? Smm{mﬂq
Veq- goaduns | hond pump Orad ¥

Did you harvest natural resources in the area? BDX 1%}&% v

What did you harvest?
How did you use it?

How\%ﬁ;en did you harvest and use these natural resources (for food or craft)'7
ing

Avothen did

Did you or others you know swim in the area?

Who else do you remember other families that lived in the area?

-3

- ey Y hakpin

- et

c\)w (s

WA
DY LY ke %ﬁkﬂ/ 593



Person Interviewed S NEGGEGE
Interviewed by A NEG_—_

Date: 5/9/02

1. How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
Lived aeross the road from the actual site.
Lived there for 18 years.

2. Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Private well, shallow well?

3. Garden:
Yes, always.- Had all kinds of veggies and also grew berries.

4, Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweetgrass —sweats)
NO

5 Hunting: (what)
Yes, rabbits for food.

6. Gathering/Picking (what)
Yes, would pick wild strawberries to eat, also hazelnuts.

7. Fishing: (where)
Yes, Pike Bay.

8. Ricing:(where)
Yes, Mother and Father riced in the Pike Bay and in the

channel.



Crafts
NO = ’3

Play area: (where/conditions)
Played in the logs and the mud puddles that were filled with

creosote.

10.

11. Swimming: (where)
Yes, at the Box Factory, and in the mud holes.

12. Other notes:
Had daily contact with the area. Remembers burning in that
area. Would see flames and the smoke. Log piles on fire.
Puddles that she played in had a thick oil substance in it.
Smelled all the time. Feels there was an effect on people who
lived in the area.
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St. Regis Questionnaire
(Residents)

Date: 5' @

Interviewer
Interviewee -

1. When did you live the area of the St. Regis/ Wheeler Paper Company?

Cég\amm;wa/\ﬂ SE. 0oyrs. Sy, 2 bies awoy
oyt

2. Do you recall anything about your dinking water o

3. Did you have a garden? .
VS Corn tumefees potatees camots - Do e
n

4. Did you harvest natural resources in the area? Sﬁd/\,u err v \ LWordSs
Pazplruct) -
humnted

6. How did you use it? Vdj?b/dﬁ - / %S @\/KQ?Y
| el AL

7. How often did you harvest and use these natural resources (for food or craft)?

5. What did you harvest?

8. Did you or others you know swim in the area?
factory - puud hofea .
9. Who else do you remember other families that lived in the area?




Person Interviewed { G
Interviewed by SN

Date: 5/2_/02

1. Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
Lived in the area of the treated piles of wood when he was going
to school. Worked there for a number of yrs. Jobs were: a
tractor man — loader operator — treating engineer. Would use the
tractor to dump chemical at different sites.

2. Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Private well — ground water - hand pump

3. Garden:
No

4. Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweet grass —sweats)
No

5. Hunting: (what)

Yes — In the Pike Bay area.
Ducks

6. Gathering/Picking: (what)
No
7.  Fishing: (where) ,
t Yes — Pike Bay S
8.  Ricing :(where)
~ Yes, but not in that area.

9.° Crafts: No



10.

11.

12.

13.

Play area: (where/cong
Walked in it everyday.

Swimming: (where)
Yes — Cass Lake & Pike¢

Do you feel that living i
No

QOther notes:

Had daily contact with 1
dump waste matter frox
weren’t there to pick it
was right into the sewer
ground. Would need to
chemical in bags.

o

te



Interviewer -_—__‘ Date: Y l 20

St. Regis Questionnaire
(Residents)

Interviewee

1.

When did you live the area of the St. Regis/ Wheeler Paper Company?

worite . Hrore ~ ' o
+actor movn - [oadw Opsiadvr - Treating Engiraer
Lived in Hthe avee

Do you recall anything about your dinking water or your well? $c d waoc
Drin the taken ot +o st | S AN frea
hand  Punmp A(lvound waer Codlung fdr ’\t‘n(( gojhcj to schoot

Did you have a garden” teen YIs.

Did you harvest natural resources in the area?

What did you harvést? e Lin QIG;, B‘L\I
£-Riced bt notin thef e
How did you use it? O loer'rifs [ s
no crafts

How often did you harvest and use these natural resources (for food or craft)?

Did you or others you know swim in the area?

(L. arao Piie By

Who else do you remember other families that lived in the area?

Dusiy confoct
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Person Interviewed : (NN
Interviewed bydNG_>>

Date: 4/10/02

1. Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
House was located 2 blks south of main mill — (south of railway

Tracts)
Lived there 20 yrs. Worked 1977-1982 & 1986-1988 in the clean up.

2. Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Private well 15 ft deep
Used for cooking/drinking/watering garden/bathing

3. Garden: Yes- Veggies

4. Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweetgrass —sweats)
No but cedar was used for making wreathes

5. Hunting: (what)
Yes - Grouse

6. Gathering/Picking: (what)
Yes — Berries/cedar
7. Fishing: (where)

Yes — Train bridge & the channel
Many of the families in that area would fish for food.

8. Ricing :(where)

9. Crafts: Yes — cedar wreathes



10.

11.

12.

13.

Play area: (where/conditions) -
Played on the logs

3

¥

Swimming: (where)
Yes — Box factory/Cass Lake/Pike Bay

Do you feel that living in the area had any effect on you.

Other notes:
Black cloud from the burning in the creosote pit.
Would take creo down to the dump site by trailer and dump it. This

would be left exsposed for sometime and then set on fire . Creo was used to
start the wood products on fire.

A lot of water/oil from spring thaw and rain caused flooding in that

area. A bridge had to be built to get to town.



St. Regis Questionnaire

(Residents)

Interviewer-__ﬁ Date: L_/ / loloz. o
Intervie | UJ;“, the

live the area of the St. Regis/ Wheeler Paper Company? gL -

nq aid vowr famaty Qe Hhoe 7 97
g'about your dinking water or your well?
weell / 1544 deep COO(U'LG{/A!”)/\(CU/Lﬁ /b(///ﬁ\
ve a garden?
ISid yoﬁ harvest natural resources in the area?
Le s
5. What did you harvest?
Revries

6. How did you use it?
7. How often did you harvest and use these natural resources (for food or craft)?

Ceclan {jm weathy—
8. Did you or others you know swim in the area?

Box factory [ Cass lare | Pre Bay
9. Who else do you remember other families that lived in the area?
smolde
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Person Interviewed SENIEEEG
Interviewed by Qg IIGGEGEGD

Date: 4/30/02

1. Where & How long I lived/worked there: (jobs held)
House was located 1 blk south of main site — (south of railway
Tracts) :
House was surrounded by piles of treated logs, also puddles of
Water &Creosote.
Later moved 2 blks east.
Lived there 10 yrs.

2. Water source: (private well — hand pump)
Private well — hand pump
Used for cooking/drinking/bathing

3. Garden: No but neighbors did.
Got a lot of veggies from them.

4. Traditional use: (sage- cedar- sweetgrass —sweats)
No but cedar was used for making wreathes

5. Hunting: (what)
Yes — Rabbits & Deer
Used for food.

6. Gathering/Picking: (what)
Yes — Berries/hazelnuts -

7. Fishing: (where)
Yes — Train bridge.

8. Ricing :(where)
Yes in the area.



10.

11.

12.

13.

Crafts: No

Play area: (where/conditions)
Played at shitcreek by the dump ground.
Played on the logs, that’s where the kids would be.

Swimming: (where)
Yes — Box factory/Cass Lake/Car bridge

Do you feel that living in the area had any effect on you.

bes, Thiynod Prolulams anel i, Iase bets
aaohb&uéd . P %W ot

Other notes:
Open fires would be burning by the site.



St. Regis Questionnaire
(Residents)

Interviewer -__‘ Date: q( %) IOL
terviowoe W

1. When did you live the area of the St. Regis/ Wheeler Paper Company?

| DR Sputh 0Ff +he mach s(de 0- oyr
wood pales of +reakd logs. 1oyts. J bks awoy
2. Do%%dé&%iﬂ anything about your dinking water or your well?
hond pump -
3. Did you have a garden?
no yes.
4. Did you harvest natural resources in the area?
Rovries |azelawks.  Haon bri doe Ashurg
5. What did you harvest? St Creell {MW they
' deeyv +~ vabhits.
6. How did you use it? FY\{CA - boi f.{ d
1y
7. How often did you harvest and use these natural resources (for food or craft)?

8. D\x(dé)g)u or ggexrs 4%2.121 k%% swunvm ’?ﬁ;’ S/ea‘.;j ) IASL w § hﬂ/
9. Who else do you remember other families that lived in the area?

play n He legs
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