a2 \Griffith plant

chemicals

] ARG
HADDIX
Correspondent

GRIFFITH - Charges of
excessive chemicals from
American Chemicy! Co. entering
the town's sewer system were
made by southside crusader
George
- y night.
Also, he gave s verbal and
) : Gl iea 2§ pictorial description of a soil-
T T XERE YT S 5 3 erosion problem where hazardous
ey B, e e gt 4% -] wastes are butied at the chemical

. ' Ty %74 plant on South Colfax Street,

Milne’s complaint of a stench
rising from water in drainage
ditcho;s near the chemical sfolvem
recycling company was confirmed
by Town Board member L. E.

Y ““The fumes were strong
il yesterday,’”” Owen said in
b 4 reference to his inspection of the
e sitbel i:n M&:de wi‘t,h girector of
# pu wol . Reyome.

§ During the inspection, Reyome
374 took a sample of drainage ditch
water for chemical analysis. He
f s2id the laboratory analysis with
detailed recommendations should

be ready within three weeks.
s Reyome and Owen concurred
3] that the smell there was “oily and

q different.”
‘ kD o Citing statistics from two
-3 7 ; A bn' A o es diflerent chemical analyses done
k 4 G 257 ] on water samples taken at
L 4 American Chemical, Miine said
: j there is a problem with acidity
§ and 17 *‘very, very toxic
chemicals.”

The laboratory reports aren‘t

recent, as one was on a sample
taken Aug. 27-28 in 1979 and the

other on « sample taken March.'

13, 1981. .
. o e : Milne noted the March 13
: XY 1 : nmplehh:’: a.z‘l: of 3.8, meanin
i ) "5 : it was hi idic and outside ol
_the Ac;epuila.aﬂ.
98, LYY !
“ln time, I{ we dom't do
somethm;, our sewers will be
3 eaten out,” Milne stated, alluding
to his experience as a plumber.
While the pH on the . 21-28,
1979 sample was well within the
icceplable range, the amounts of
®ls and greases and biochemical
foxygen demand were “way high,”
iine added. .
d He urged the Tewa Board &0
dedJ mpose lines against American
-4 hemical whea chemical analysis
3 1dicates the firm is violating

OWn ordinances with excessive

ghemicals. .
A town ordinance calls for the
mpany to monitor its chemical
o :sposal itself and send monthiy
eports to the town, Reyome
Atelated. Milne said he contacted
the Environmental Protection
Agency and found out that in six
to 12 months chemical companies
3 will also have to submit reports to
Bihe EPA.

ilne at the Town Board
Tuesda;

The Hammond Saniary District,”

which treats Grilfith's sewage,’

reportedly tests the effluent.
contents for excessive chemicals.
However, because the testing is> -
done where the Griffith sewers

end on the far northern end of
town and American Chemical is
at the southern end, any
chemicals it mi

greatly diluted the time they

ght be disposing of -
“in the sewer system would be

.

reached the sampling point, .
said. -

Reyome

Regarding the eresien, Milne"

said this chemical dumpsite was
to be covered with clay and

* planted with grass. Rainfall has

eroded a sloped area to the point

where there is a gaping hole

several {eet deep and probadly -

measuring about four feet in
width and depth, Milne related. -

He suggested this ares at least
be fenced for the safet
children who might be
the ares. ’ :

Odor problems stemming from
the chemical company aren't bew,

in August 1975, stench then
described as “giant body odor’’
and ‘‘cat litter” was found 1o be
coming from two 100-by-200-foot
areas where American Chemical
was reportedly dumping chemical
waste.

The town filled in the area with
sahd, aithough one town trusiee
urged that the material be dug
out and hauled away so it couldn’t

gue the 1own in the future.

In the wake. of the 1975 odor
problem, American Chemical
agreed 1o dispose of barrels of

mical waste through a private.

range of 4.5 to - B2

of any
ying in
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Grlfﬁth
firm
fined

Must meet
EPA terms

The Associated Press
and Post-Tribune

a

American Chemical Services
of Griffith has been fined
$116.300 and ordered to obtain
liability 1nsurance for 1t to
continue to operate.

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency announced |
the fine and terms of a consent
agreement with the chemical
company during the weekend.

The agreement cails for
American Chemical Services
to show evidence of liability
coverage to the Indiana De-
partment of Environmental
Management by Sept. 5, as re-
quired under the Federal Re-
source Conservation and Re-
covery Act.

The liability coverage pro-
tects against releases of haz-
ardous waste into the environ-
ment. If American Chemical
Services fails to secure such
coverage, it has been ordered
to stop accepting all hazardous
waste and to submit a closure
plan.

The agreement resolves an
August 1989 administrative
complaint citing the company
for violations.

American Chemical Services
was one of 10 Northwest Iadi- -
ana factories listed among the ™
nation’s 500 worst sources of ~
toxic pollution in 1987, accord-
ing to a report by the National
Wildlife Federation.

The report showed American
Chemical Services released 8.6
million pounds of 15 different
chemicals and ranked 151st.

The list of Northwest Indi-
ana industries included Inland
Staol of Ezst Chicago, LQS
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7= 18y ROSEMARY OSMULSKI

1~ Times Correspondent

GRIFFITH — American Chemical
Service Corpration ls apparently in
violation of Envinnmesia—Reolec-
go Agency hazardous waste regula-

ons. .

George Mflne, a ‘self-appointed
Griffith watchdog, has presented the
. town board with coples of ao EPA

report, indicating the company has

violated the EPA regulations s!nce

May, 1980,

Viclations had appareatly not been’
corrected by a subsequent inspection

314

%A-Regulations Viociaiea

survellance, lack of a prepared
evacuation plan, improper recorc-
keeping op bandling, !treatment,
storage and disposal of waste and lack
of cross-refereaces of disposal.

Mtlipe sald the company has 25,000 to
30,000 drums and & tank buried at the
firm's site on south Colfax Avenue.

Publle works director Glenn
Reyome sald 4 report on water coi-
fected [n a ditch on the site will be
ready for the next board meeting.

Milne said high actidity discharge
Into the town's sewer in May violates
town ordinance and should require a
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in December of that year. fine a5 stated o ordinance 78-11. <

Thbe EPA cltes the company for pot  Trustees looX the EPA and Milne's RARI
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ByFREDOTT * N majarmmammecnyshowm -
. 'nmesSuﬂWmer L s e the wrord "nolse”mthaslmmmgh :
EAMMOND —- “Noise- toy’",, the.. it .- : i j

- souped-up hot rods, - vans: ‘and T4 .‘Butasign'lxjustaugn,"smbjnck P

e

R TEE
PR R A

| motorcycles that' roar through-the. - 38Ys '"Youbave to enforce it
strests of some -metropolitan: areas,” -, . Crown Poizt has borrowed tba-de-f
- are something of a Region- problenr, vice but cnly: wrmrtauon.a go-can'
. too - track that nevergpened: «
- The Envlronmental &olectlon Crown Point Councﬂmmtl.a.rge i
a Aggn.v-y savs that hot rodders wp " James Forsythe agrees with Garton-; : !
_list of nolse pollution complaints na- > tbat vehicles are not the major source>- . !
. uonw{de_—B'! for Nozald Navak ' -~ of noise, at ieast pot fn his city. :
e Hammond's - alr pollution "chiet;- all's Barking dogs acd loud parties were
"1 “vehicles create the cJty‘s No-l m more pmﬂmtmdnome:. be says. | :
problem.. . Ta help. combat the racket
AndExmmondbtrylngto do some—: Forsythe is 'drafting 4.'nofse control
thing about it It is one of 50 midwest .” orcinance: which ‘he wants .to- be aS'
- commumities cooperating with. t.bs* comnrebmlvauﬁnmmond‘
EPA In a poise) control” pro -Bariing dogs and raucus gat.bermgs .
. Hammond_i= alsp working on. the.. rank behfnd vehlcles -as top .
i gram with the ind{ana ,{sgodmu— -nolsemakers in- Cajumet City, The ~ :."
; ofCities and Towns." .. Doise they generate is so serious tharz:i 7=
oT a year the city-bas been .. '"We are going .to. go along with thel
using a decibe! monitoring device EPA on this thing,” says. Capt. John_
borrowed from the EPA. through- the- Stllivan.
_ asseciation, and It has proved a suc- . - Calumet City POUOG put' a dectdei”
* cess, Novak says. . - monjtoring- device- into: ‘use this:
The city also bes a model poise OB .
“control ordinance, so good that it is - Otber’ Reglop law enlorcemenr
" serving as a mode! for other commu- "~ agencies do sot regard “noise wYS" as’
‘nities in the state. - apajor headache. .
Brad Garton, noise coordinator for - “It doesn’t even: rank as a mnmr~ i
tbe association, says, *Bammond bas Pproblem.” says Lapsing Police Capt.’
probably the most comprebensiver Robert Wheaton
_noise coptrol ordinance Lo the swate. ' Al communities bave bot rods, be-. -
We are golng (o incorporate parts of.it " observes, but that It's pot somethms/_‘

Into our own pilot ordinance." ) g police cannot easily bandle.
Garton belleves, bowever, that the = Dolton Police Sgt. Richard Hall :
Reglon's major noise comes trom. BEIees. H

‘'We get some calls about loud™:
cars,” he says. “But I don't feel 1t's3°5%0_
something that needs special action."* 125
-~ South Holland bas some areas where:">T-..
there is new construction, and d.l.rt' -

e LY
e o

statiopery things, varylng trom go—
cart tracks to barking dogs. - :
Where vehicle noise is troublesome,
" the associaton, alded by the EPA, bas *
developed a program for using decibel
. meters mounted on police cars to- blkersuse tberoadsthers. -
monitornoise levels of passing traffic. - . o v
e denee ued o fhmmont o T %x.f;:,,;,:::; B
when manpower permaits: Vacations ga em 5‘ -3 e
and other absences prevent iis use as o0 E |': Y.
regularly as would be desirable. I seun” Holla.ud, according. o SRS
““The unit Is good,” Police Lt ° Santeforte, railroads are Lbe worst:-
© Berpard Stribjack say. "It works noise - poljuters. .Tralos - bave m}'f X
We've madg Dumervus a:'rats wmx _monitored: with .nolse  devices but .
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' iN Lake dump. éltes chosen-

® GARY: Onlhenonbs:deof

By PETRALUKE
Times Stalf Writer

CROWN POINT — Sites in
Gary, East Chicago and
Hammond are being considered
for a “‘confined disposal facili-
ty” for polluted material which

Industrial Highway, east of
Cline Avenue, §22,357,000;

® EAST CHICAGO: In Lake
Il»chipn.oppotile.leoruhrk.
$20,614,000;

e HAMMOND: On. 415t
Stréet, between Calumet

maybedredg

from Indiana - Avenue and Indianapolis
Boulevard, $23.001,000; and in
msiwsnndsumtedm

are: (Continued Back Page) -
[, INDUSTRIAL WASTE CLEANU ,.
—

Superfund cash sought ..

By The Times
and Times Wire Services

INDIANAPOLIS — American Chemical
Services in Griffith has been nominated by the
state as one of [ive sites needing cleanup with
federal Superfund money.

In an update of the $1.6-billion fund's national
priority list, state health officials have requested
the US. Environmental Protecuon Agmcy n
clude the Griffith solvent recovery firm

American Chemical Services is listed because of

rs! ucnceno(bw'yinghtmknfdmmulsma
1

in the rear of the compaxy's property,
lccordmglotheboardolbul.h.p.
In 1980, oil leaking from the site was found to
eonhinpbenol aknown ca en. At the time,
however, IheEPA said the firm had surrounded

vlhelmnalulemthchy,prwenungme from

spreading.
About 2,000 drums were buried about 18 years
age at the site near Colfax Avenue, although in

* (Continued Back Page This Section)
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4 N. Lake ha ardous dump sites chosen

~From Paae One:-;0

uke Michigan, just east of the Ham-~
mond Filtration $18,540,000.

Lt. Col. Christas A. Dovas of the U.S.
Army of Engineers told the Lake
Counly Solid Waste Disposa] Commilles
on Wednesday where the project stands.

nvinced the seemmities he dredging
con
noeded Lo be done.

Lake County commissioners, who
formed the waste com-
millee, agreedln.luly Mlowulhcal

sponsor for the project.

"\\

wrPromiPage.0ne g
1981 George Milne, a sell-appointed Grif-
fith watchdog, chﬁnedlnneporuolho

_ EPA that 25,000 to 30,000 drums and a
tank were buried at the sile.

' Jacqueline Strecker, a Superfund

" coordinator for the state, uidu\enrnu

lflhaharborhn'tdmdged lteven-

tually will fill with silt and polluted
materials and will have lo be closed,
Dovas has ssid.

The harbor contains varyln&m‘)
an

mus ted biphenyls

trial pollutant listed as a known
urcmogen {cancer-causii u!ﬁ)bytheled-
eral W Actof 1977

Dovas uid 2 1980 test of the Barbor
showed one area that had a hazardous
level of PCBs. He said the corps will el a
contract later this month for another test
onlhslevelo(l’cnl.

State seeks Superfund

current operation compllu with state
and federal wasle handling laws.

James Tarpo, the firm’s general man-
ager, saida call by The Times today was
the first he had heard of the matter.

Tarpo would not comment further,

Also on the state’s list are Reillv Tar

‘There are still several stumbling
blocks which mm be overcome before
dredging

0“&1' jecl plies with a poll tant

pro, com a pollu
control and is granted a waiver by
the U.3. Environmental Prolection
Agency, the federal government would
pay for all construction costs, Otherwise,
u!local:pmorwmudhavelopaymrzs
of the consiruction cosis.

Dovas said that walver can't be

apled until the Hammond and East

icago sanitary districts are in compli-
ance wuh Nnuoul Pollutant Discharge

Elimination System permils.

The solid wasle disposal commiltee
will try {o meet later this month with

representatives ol the two sanilary dis-
tricls to resolve the problem.

Costs 1o the Jocal sponsor would be:

® $473,000 with the waiver and
$5,944,000 without for the Gary site;

® $58,000 with and $5,197,000 without
for the East Chicagosile;

® $647,000 with and $6,236,000 without
for the 141st Street site in Haminond;

@ $103,000 with and $4,962,000 without
for the site next Lo the filtration plant.

cash for Griffith firm

and Chemical Corp. in Indianspolis;

County; BennellSZneerrylan
County; and the Norman Poer [arm in
Hancock County.

The sites will be eomndend for 3 new
Superfund list scheduled Lo be

in tate July. The nominations are basea
0n & scoring sysiem devised by the EPA.

Each Indiana sile was nameqd because
of the threat of contamination of

oundwater, according to David D.

mm, director of the land pollution
control division of the health board.
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Official says land-pollution division
82/ 428 (~Fi | S101)

needs to double its budget by 1985

By JAN CARROLL .
Assecisted Press

INDIANAPOLIS =~ The state’s di-
visiop of land-pollution control wil
" meed twice as much money by 1885
to do 8 first-rate jod. of policing
-dump sites, the chief of the Eaviron-
menta! Mapagement Board said yes-

terday. :

“To what extent do we want to
clean up the state? That's the ques-
tion that remains unanswered,”
Ralpb Pickard, the board's technical
secrelary, told a8 House committee.
-*Closely allied to thet question fs,
are the people willing to pey for
that cleanup? The state isn't lying
around with the money, and indus-
try isn%t lying around with a bag of
money.”

The more than 400 Indiana waste
operations that must be policed will
take 65 man-years to inspect, Pick-
ard said. The job is enormous, coo-
sidering the size of the land-pollv-
tion division's staff, he said.

-

Fiftyseven people work in the di-
vision at the State Board of Health,
he said. Six more chemists are be-
ing esdded because of an extra
$190.000 appropriated by the 1883
General Assembly. he said.

The divisiop has a budget of $1.7
million, which comes from both
state and federal funds.

Ideally, bde ssid, the division
would kave a staf{ of 95 and a $2.7

“million budget for 1984 and a staft

of 123 and a $3.4 millios budget for
1885. The federal government would
pick up some of that cost, be said
Having a bazardous-waste dispos-
al program will be essential to at-
::t pew industry to Indlana, he
“Somewhere siong the way, if we
are going o continue to talk io pro-
spective industry, we are going to
have to be able to answer the ques-.
tion, ‘lf we come {0 this state, what
can we do with the hazardous waste
which we geperate?’ ” he said.
Pickard also said that finding

sites for waste dumps is & problem.
“Nobody wants either 8 hazardous
or solid-waste operation on their
sidc of the county.” Pickard sald. *)
would suggest that everybody’s gof
to be somewhere and so do .solld
waste operations.” - Tz

Committee chairman RIch;lrt

" Mangus, R-Lakevillc, sald landfilk

that pose no environmental threa
should be placed near metropolitar
areas that generatc the most waste

“If a landfill s safe, why put it =
miics out in (be county pext &
dairy farm?” asked Mangus, 8
farmer.

David D. Lamm, director of lanc
poliution control for the Board ¢
Health, said there are five sta
members In the inspection divisio

.to keep tabs oa 125 landfills in Ind

The inspectors get to each landfi
once every three (0 six weeks, 1
said, and that translates into abo
2,000 inspections a year. -

Stideifiind

e o* HAMMOND
' TMES -
site OKd  |..a™ s
By LORI OLSZEWSKI T3
Times Staff Writer .

American Chemical Services in Griffithis  gna gites the

fist . sourves have tuld The

Board of Health
on the nation's updated %réund cleamup :;me as candidates Tor the updated

thal ACS and four other Indiana
'hazayrdws waste siles were on the updated

The U.S Environmental Protection for Sen. Ri '
Agency e o O  ndiarm BT aid aD Indiana sites made the
i site

mational priority list, sources loid
Times.

Mlinots didn't gel angédilional site‘s;“: :

source in the lilinois

list.

tection Agency, isg:idl.m ' .
lusion on the doesn’ guaraniee
Superfmc u:':l%n cleanup of the sile, but it Monroe County; and the Norman Poer

= Farms in Hancock County.
substantially increases the chances it i ]
may qualifly for the money. 4the EPA added
- US. EPA, seeking to kmprove its Bist toda eligible to
battered reputation for cleaning up toxic compete for $1.6 billion from the
-waste, expanded the list of the country's . )
worst hazardous waste sites by s third. ——

ACS in Griffith was among five lndi-
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This is the exterior of the American Chemical Service Co. at Griffith,

Don’t panic on cleanup

By Sharon Emanuelson
Post-Tribune Correspondent

GRIFFITH — Officials here
are pleased to learn American
Chemical Service Co. has been
put on the Environmental
Protection Agency's superfund
cleanup lhist, but cautioned
against panic.,

The site was named by the

U.S. Envi ental_Protection
XEency as one of 133 sites acrods
(fde nation targeted for cleanup.

Sherry Evans-Carmichael,
planner for solid waste
management f(or the Indiana
Board of Health, said™that

upper water table but not in the
lower water table from where
most of the residents in the area
get thewr water.

The last test conducted by the
CPA was in May, and there was
no evidence then that the
contamination had progressed
beyond the American Chemical
grounds, she sad.

Griffith Public Works Director
Glen_V. Reyome also said
repeated tests at the town's
sanitary landfill site, which s

adjacent 10 one of the chemical -

urial sites, have been negative,

ESTh )rslrth}ng the superfund

the full extent of the
contamination. From those
results a remedial action
feasibility master plan will be
developed and it will be decided
whecher total excavation or
merely removal of the buried
material 1s necessary, Mrs.
Evans-Carmichael said.

She said the announcement that
American Chemical nad been
added to the list of dump sites in
the nation that pose health
threats will understandably cause
panic among the residents but
she asked for caution and
patience-

"Thc )n

just too many
\nrlﬂh'“k th.

can affect the

of a natural clay layer in the
ground that can uabsorb the

contaminated material und

prevent its spread,” she sad.

Reyome said there are about
80 wells in the area that will
need testing.

The contamination stems from
disposal of chemical waste drums
and slug that was buried on the
site from 1958 to 1975. The
company voluntarily stopped
dumping in 1975.

Reyoine said,''We've been
working with Americun Chemical
for the last 10 to 15 years and
they (the company) have really
straightened out. They have
comphied with everything the

000019
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EPA seeks private funds for cleanup

The funding for Superfund is in a sham-
bles. The bill authorizing the program
expired last September. On Apr. 1, Con-
gress authorized $150 million in interim
funding, but it stipulated that the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) can
not spend any portion of that money
after May 31. Meanwhile, Congress has
not ironed out differences among vari-
ous versions of a new bill, and it does
not seem likely that the lawmakers will
reauthorize the Superfund program by
the May 31 deadline.

Despite that, EPA’s regional officials
say that they are proceeding apace with
site cleanups. Since Superfund formally
expired, explains Morris Kay, EPA Re-
gion 7 administrator (St. Louis), “we are
continuing to obtain cleanups” from po-

Some regional EPA agencles
are asking individuatl firms to
help clean up Superfund sites

tentially responsible parties (PRPs) in
the private sector. .
Typical of the offices trying to forg
ahead with PRP-financed cleanups is
EPA Region 5 (Chicago). Officials there
have called on some 800 PRPs to help
the agency pay up to $1 million for the
first step toward cleaning up a Nationa)
Priority List (NPL) land-disposal site,
which is owned by American Chemical
Service, at Griffith, Ind. The NPL site is
a landfill that the company says it
closed after operating it between 1955
and 1975. However, other waste dispos-
8l units at American Chemical Service’s
Griffith facility are still operating.
Cleanup options. EPA wants the
PRPs to foot the bill fcr a remedia! in-
vestigation and feasibility study (RIFS)
on the landfill. The study would identify
hydrogeological characteristics; define
the nature and extent of soil-, water-
and air-contamination at the site; and
explore remedial cleanup options.
Industry representatives have serious
guestions about the agency’s approach.
“Why drag in severa! hundred geners
tors that paid to have their waste dis-
posed of there?” asks Thomas Reid,
vice-president of the lllinois Manufac-
turers Assn. (IMA). After all, he points
out, the American Chemical Service
facility is still a hazardous waste stor
age and treatment business, regulated
under the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA). Superfund, he
notes, is designed for cleanup of aban-

48 Cnremcal Week/May 21, 1986

doned sites. Reid argues that EPA
should compel American Chemical Ser-
vice to clean up its old land-disposal
unit—the NPL site—under RCRA, be-
cause that would involve direct talks
with only one business. “It just seems,”
concludes Reid, that “the government is
overlooking a quicker, more efficient
way to resolve this problem.”

EPA does not buy that argument. Da-
vid M. Taliaferro, an EPA Region §
attorney, says, “We believe it would ac-
tually be slower” to switch cleanup ef-
forts at the facility to RCRA oversight.
Doing so, he says, would “ignore the
several years of Superfund work that's
already been done” on the site. He
notes that the agency has carefully
evaluated the site and is now ready o
decide whether there should be
a publicly or privately funded
RIFS.

Voluntary. For now, Taliaferro
says, EPA is interested only in
those PRPs that used the Ameri-
can Chemical Service disposal
service between 1955 and 1975.
Financial support, he adds, is
voluntary. Taliaferro stresses,
however, that those PRPs that
used the company’s services at
the site for the first time after
1975 may be hit for costs, de-
pending on the outcome of fur-
ther EPA investigations. For
those covered by the 20-year pe-
riod, “the decision to participate
is up to them,” Taliaferro points
out, adding, “We certainly hope
the appropriate people” will
participate. y

If EPA decides on public fund- JEAM
ing for the cleanup, the Super-
fund law would allow the agen-
cy to seek out, later, all the facility's
documented PRPs and make them liable
for all removal or remedial action costs.
The PRPs have until August to decide
whether they will volunteer assistance
in the RIFS.

The way that EPA is handling the
case seems to be discouraging at least a
few PRPs from volunteering their help.
The agency’s alleged lack of coopera-
tion in determining a period of liability
is one example. It was not until a May 5
meeting in Chicago between EPA and
all the PRPs that the agency finally an-
nounced that companies that dealt with
American Chemical Service after the
1975 cutoff time would not be involved
in the cleanup study. Many PRPs who

began using the service well after that
time say they learned of their exclusion
only after they flew to Chicago for the
meeting.

‘All the way.' One man who is irate
about that point is Archie L. Simmons.
safety and environmental affairs direc-
tor of Whittaker (Los Angeles), a spe-
cialty chemical and equipment producer.
Simmons says he will take his complaint
“all the way to the White House.” He
explains that Whittaker's lawyers had
written to the agency well in advance of
the meeting to inquire whether Whitwa-
ker should be on the PRP list and-if
Simmons needed to attend. Whittaker
did not start using Americin Chemita)
Service until 1979. However, Simmais—
says EPA failed to inform him that lis

4

Reid: Sori b

presence was pot required until he ar-

rived at the Chicago session from the

company's corporate office in Dallas.
had a similar experience, says

~ Lowell Ludford, a 3M environmental

specialist. An attorney from his com-
pany went to Chicago on Mar. 17 for
another meeting about the American
Chemical Service site, only to find that
the conference had been canceled with-
out notice. The 3M corporate lawyer
then visited Region 5 headquarters
where, Ludford insists, he met with an
official “who had no good information
and did not know much about the site.”
3M says it should not have been asked
to volunteer because it became an
American Chemical Service customer in



A

, 8ix years after the cutofl year.
American Chemical Service, which de-
Jines to comment on the case, wrote a
piter to its clients on Feb. 24, express-
pg similar concerns. In the letter, it
sys that “EPA incorrectly identified
many recipients of the letter” that it
sent to PRPs soliciting voluntary contri-
putions for the RIFS. The letter notes
¢hat “for reasons unknown to the com-
pany” EPA did not use data on some
200 companies offered by Amencan
Chemical Service to the agency, to show
which clients used the landfill before
the unit was taken out of service in
1975. Instead, the company says, EPA
prepared a list based on the company’s
1982 and 1983 waste generator reports.
Oid records. Another PRP complaint
centers on EPA’s requests for records
that are more than three decades old in
some cases. Says IMA's Reid: “Nineteen
“five was 31 years ago.” He ques-
% how many companies have records
«ning back that far. “A company may
e shipped one drum to Amencan
‘Themical Service 31 years ago,” he
:ays. Their being drawn into the case
now he calls a “fiasco.”
EPA admits that its handling of the
affair has caused some problems. Talia-

Disagreement surrounds EPA
5's request that companies
volunteer to help with an RIFS

ferro says that EPA ‘“regrets very
much” the frustration of many of the
PRI, parucularly those that sent repre-
-entatives to the May 5 conference in
Chicago, only to discover they were no
" “wer part of the case. He notes that
s’ agency is removing companies that
-~ed American Chemical Service after
3 from its PRP hist, but he says, too,
That some additions are being made to
the Jist. Taliaferro asks that the compa-
nies help EPA to avoid more difficulties
by forming “a responsible generators’
rroup for better communication.”
Industry says that it is making pro-
yress on that score. “There's already a
ucleus for a generators’ committee,”
-avs Reid, who reports that IMA has
Jflered logistical support by, among
uther things, sponsoring meetings 0
help affected firms improve coordina-
tion and communication among them-
~elves. “There are certain waste genera-
ors that know they've disposed of
waste during the affected target peri-
" he says, adding, “There’s actually

2n informal group.” 0
JEFFREY TREWHITT and Chnistina
MacKonzie in Clucage, with Luuric A. Rich
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Spain merges fdur firms
to compete in Europe

Industrialists in Spain are aware that
their country’s new status as a member
of the European Community (EC) will
have some drawbacks. Among other
changes triggered by its admission to
the EC, Spain must dismantle its highly
protectionist taxation and trading sys-
tem, including customs duties and im-
port quotas, and introduce a value-add-
ed tax (VAT), part of which is used
to finance the EC budget. However,
because much of Spain's industry is
weaker than that of its new partners, a
transition period of seven years has
been established by the EC to give the
business community time to adapt to
the new wave of competition that mem-
bership will ultimately bring.

Given that respite, Spanish industrial-
ists are restructuring their holdings.
Last year, reforms designed to pare
Spain's fertilizer industry were set in
motion (CW, Feb. 18, 1985, p. 4§). Now
state oil company Empresa Nacional del
Petréleo (EMP) is attempting to whip
the petrochemical sector into shape, for
its upcoming matches with EC oppo-
nents, by consolidating four of its joint-
venture petrochemical companies—Al-
cudia, Paular, Calatrava and Montoro—
into one major petrochemical entity (ta-
ble, p. 57). The merger, says EMP Presi-
dent Juan Sancho Rof, will put the
Spanish petrochemicals industry “in a
better position to face the competition.”

Need to export. EMP has been work-
ing on the merger since 1979. Prior to
that year, Spain’s domestic market was
able to absorb all of the country's petro-
chemical production, explains Javier de
la Pefa, who became vice-president re-
sponsible for petrochemicals at EMP al-
most a year ago. In 1979, domestic con-
sumption dropped, de la Pefia says, and
“the need to export became apparent.”

At that point, he notes, “ditferences
of opinion over export policies” devel-
oped between EMP and its joint-venture
partners in the four companies. The de-
cision was made to buy out the part-
ners, which included companies such as
Phillips Petroleum, Britain's Imperial
Chemical Industries (ICI) and Italy's
Montedison. And when, in the early
1980s, the need to cut European petro-
chemical capacity became obvious, EMP
felt that “the logical thing to do was
consolidate,” according to Sancho Rof.

That was also the conclusion drawn
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De la Pena: A fighting chance in the EC.

by de la Pefia, who is likely to serve
as’ president of the new petrochemical
group. De la Pefia was brought in last
June to participate in EMP's strategical
study of its petrochemical assets, evalu-
ating the strengths and weaknesses of
each subsidiary. *Al] the units were in
pretty good shape,” he observes, but
since EMP had the ethylene plants that
supplied the four subsidiaries, “we were
obviously better ofl merging the four
derivative units into one.”

Strategic location, By last year, EMP
had attained 100% ownership of Alcu-
dia, Paular and Calatrava, but negotia-
tions to purchase Arco Chemical lberi
ca’'s 50% stake in Montoro were
fruitless. “It was clearly in our interest
to include Montoro within the group,”
de la Pena says, “because of its strate-
gic location at Puertollano,” a town
near Madrid, where Alcudia and Cala-
trava have plants. With a § million
cash flow in 1985, EMP also considers
Montoro the most financially sound of
the four companies.

Nevertheless, de la Pefia says, “we
decided to go ahead with the merger of
the three and [figure out] how to inte
grate Montoro later.” Last September,
EM{ received government authorization
to merge the three companies. How-
ever, prior to completion of that effort,
Arco indicated that it was willing to sell
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State delays action on.

[l’ urkey Creek dredgmg

o -
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CROWhPOM-AhkeCwnty
to dredge Turkey Creek is on
muuemmpm

Sguestions. - ;
The hdmn anrtnemd an-
: Resources will study whether
, creek sediments have been poliuted
&h oxins’ seeping from a chemical
- daamp site about a half mile north of

ihecred :

The American Chemical Service
&t Colfax Avenue in Grif-
ifith and the adjacent Griffith landfill
- comprise 3 toxic dump site o be
_cleaned under Federa! Environmen-
“tal Protection Agercy's Superfund

¢ Until polluhon guestions are
I answered, the state is delaying ac-
'honmaperm.tforh:rkevﬂreek
dredgms
; County William
"H rsor discussed the delay Mon-
d=y at the Lake County Drainagc
Board Advisory Committee meeting
The drainage board had applied
or state federal permits to
ieemove sediment from Turkey
_Cyreek from Cline Avenue to Lake

George. '!‘be drunlge board
hudgeled :zn,ooo for the p'a)eet thxs

-potenhar pollution problems, but

also because the excavation project
would damage wet lands, said
wildlife biologist Jean Cochrane.

Henderson called the state action
*“anfair.” He said the state should
have grantec the permii reguest on
condition of approva! from a new In-
diana Environmenta] Management
Board.

The Turkey Creek matter surfaced
when Barb Basumann ef the Lake

Dalecar!il Property Owlers
Association raised a quesuon on

that we're not required to volun-
teer,” be said.
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{ CROWN POINT — The possi-
bility of contamination from e
toxic landfill in Griffith has de-
Ned plans to clear stretches of
rkey Creek this summer.
. Assistant Lake County Survey-
zr William Henderson, who coor-
inates phmnh:gl and project su-
rvision for Coun
rainage Board, told the bocz
Tu®sday that the county's sppli-
cation to a state agency for a per-
it to begin work has been

delayed. i

Henderson said the delay came
during a review of permits for the
project by the Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resource's Bu-
reau of Water and Minerals
Council. taised

Henderson identified the prob-
lem site as a landfill believed to
be owned by s chemical compa-
ny near Colfax Street in Griffith
almost & mile north of Turkey
Creek.

“We have two concerns,” said
Lisa Kobe, director of external af-

runoff

'

fairs for the new Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental Manage-
ment. “The impact on wetlands,
which is always a matter of con-
cern, and the potential of con-
tsminated sediments bas been

The environmental manage-
ment department will probably
be assigned to check whether
m the landfill is con-
taminating the stream.

« Waters from Turkey Creek
ow east across much of Lake
unty, feed Lake George in Ho-

bart, Deep River, Burns Ditch
and, eventually, enter Lake Mich-
igan. Several reaches of the
stream, including the ares near
Lake Ceorge, include wetlands
protected by the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

“It's & Superfund site,” Kobe
said of the Griffith landfill. “It

robably has numerous types of
ndustrial wastes.”

The Superfund is a program of
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to pay for the clean-
up of the nation's most notorious-

Turkey, Creek to be tested:: -

By DEBRA GRUSZECKI .
Times Staff Writer £/24 /34,

CROWN POINT — Tests are expected to determine if
Turkey Creek has been contaminated by a tbxic waste
dump site, the Lake County Drainage Advisory Committee
learned. !

The county's request for a permit to reconstruct the
channel on Turkey Creek wetlands near Hobart was defer-
red this spring due to its closeness to a federal Superfund
site: American Chemical Services in Griffith.

The chemical company site, located about one-hall mile
north of Turkey Creek, was listed in 1983 as one of five
sites that needed (o be cleaned up with lederal Superfund

money. i

Jean Cochran, of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, said
the U .S. Environmental Protection Agency began working
at the cite in Aneil 1088 Cachenn caid FPA tests showed

groundwater around the site was contaminated, and may
have traveled off site and into the nearby creek.

Deputy Lake County Surveyor William Henderson said
the permit was denied because creek sediment could stir
up contaminants — if they exist — and could cause toxic
materials to move downstream to further aggravate the
situation.

Drainage Board President and Commissioner Erest
Niemeyerg', R-Lowell, said he was advised_ ground borings
may Be Laken o see if the creek is contaminated before the
EPA checks it out. To wait for the EPA to do its testing, he
said, could take one year or more.

The committee was lold toxicity tests could cost about

,000. No action was taken.

“Commillee member Gene Krasocka said he wanted the
drainage board’s attorney to draft a letter to the mayor of
Hobart explaining the delay in the project.

ly contaminated waste disposal
sites.

The Griffith site is now being
evaluated for remedial action,
Kobe said.

The count
$20,000 for work on Turkey Creek
this year. Part of the county mas-
ter plan includes a series of check
dams and traps that would lessen
sedimentation in Lake George.

Henderson said that “60 to 70

readx, been sna
that has been

The site has been on the feder- upﬂlicalions,
al cleanup list for about two o evidence has been submit-
years, she said. ted that sny contamination of

has budgeted

ther investigation, he said.
“They su,

ples,” Henderson said.

American Chemical Services was put on the Superfund
list because of pasi practices of burying barrels of chemi-
cals in a landfill behind company property, according to
the state board of health.

In 1980, oil leaking from the sile was found to contain
phenol — a known carcinogen. At the time, however, the
EPA said the [irm had surrounded the bunal site with
clay, preventing the leak {rom spreading.

The EPA has 831d aboul 2,000 drums were buried about
18 years ago at the sile near Colfax Avenue, but a local
resident claimed 18 a report 10 the EPA in 198} that 25,000
t0 30,000 drums and 8 Lank were buried at the site.

EPA officials assigned (o the project would not comment
on current activities at the sile. Cochran said the EPA met
in May with as many as 800 company representatives or
their allorneys who were idenlified as polential toxic
chemical dumpsiers

percent of the channel has al-

ed and most of
redged” over the
ast few years and no problems
sve arisen over previous permit

Turkey Creek has or could occur
from the dump, but the delay was
suggested to provide time for fur-

ested that we may
have an obligation to take sam-
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Town halts

its pumping
of water
into ditch

By Jim Procter

Staft writer

- GRIFFITH — Griffith has stopped pump-
ing water from its landfill into a drainage

ditch that is believed to empty into Turkey
Creek amid concerns the water may be con-
taminated by an adjacent toxic waste
dump.

Robert Swale of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) said Griffith offi-
cials told him Wednesday the pumping
from a clay pit at the landfill would stop
until EPA technicians can inspect the site
this morning. -

“We intend to take water and soil sam-

' ples,” Swale said. “The flow of ground wa-

ter concerns us along with their digging
down into the clay.”

Swale said Griffith officials have also
promised to stop removing sand in the pit
area that also may be contaminated. The
landfill will be allowed to continue pump-
ing leachate — water that drains from gar-
bage and debris — to the Hammond Sani-
tary District, Swale said. He added,
however, that federal regulators want to de-
termine the level, if any, of pre-treatment of

- the leachate.

-Swale is project manager for the Ameri-
can Chemical Services Inc., Superfund site

" at 420 S. Colfax St. The site includes an

inactive portion of the Griffith landfill on

- which wastes from the chemical dump were
. disposed. As many as 30,000 drums of chem-

> ical waste are believed buried on the site,

authorities have said.

At.a meeting in Griffith last week, EPA
and Indiana Department of Environmental
Management officials told residents prelimi-
nary tests show contamination of the Calu-
met aquifer beneath the Superfund site. The
deeper Valparaiso aquifer is not believed to
be contaminated.

Water flows from the Calumet aquifer in
a northwesterly direction, or toward the ac-
tive portion of the landfill, EPA tests show.
Thus, the EPA wants to determine if pollut-
ed water is contaminating the water being
pumped into the drainage ditch as well as
the clay and sand.

.- Another EPA concern is that digging of
the clay pit “could put the Valparaiso aqui-
fer in danger,” Swale said.

The clay is used as cover for the landfill,
said John Bach, Griffith’s public works di-
rector. He said water is pumped on an “as
needed” basis from the pit. Bach disputed
charges from neighbors and environmental-
ists that the clay pit has been dug in the last
few days. ‘He also questioned whether the
drainage ditch actually empties into Turkey
Creek.

“My understanding is it has been blocked
for years and drains into a swamp,” said
Bach. The ditch flows in a southerly direc-
tion on the west side of the landfill.

Terry McCloskey, president of the Indi-
ana division of the Izaak Walton League,
said the ditch does flow into Turkey Creek,
which in turn empties into Lake George in
Hobart. ’

See Griffith, Page B4

Griffith .
} S il from Page B1 -

. *“The town of Griffith has con-
taminated Turkey Creek and
Lake George,” McCloskey
charged. “This is one of the most
flagrant violations I've seen.”

Bach said the leachate from the
landfill is not treated before be-
ing received by the Hammond
Sanitary District. He said Ham-
mond officials visited the landfill
Wednesday to take samples.




By DEBRA GRUSZECKI

EPA staris talks
on cleanup of
Superfund site

Times Staff Writer 64/ z 5/ eC .
GRIFFITH — The US. Environmental Protection
Agency confirmed Tuesday it has begun negotiations with
alleged toxic waste handlers to clean up a fedeyal Super-
fund site here. ‘
Art Gasior, community relations coordinator of the
EPA, said the Superfund site involves:
(3 The American Chemical Services, a solvent reclama-
tion and chemical manufacturing firm on Collax Street,
one-half mile north of Turkey Creek.
v KAPICA Drum Inc., a former drum reconditioning {a-
cility that was adjacent to Lthe ACS site. '

Sce EPA,
. Back Page This Section

Y A
wli

- From Page One

- O A Griffith sanitary landfill Jocated svuth

of the chemical company. The town bought
land from ACS for L. -.udfill in 1979-80.

Gasior said 1.+ EPA contacted 23 inany
as 800 alleged handlers this spring to get
them to pay for cleanup costs. The list has
been pared down since, he sald. The town
of Griffith remains on the coatact list.

The Superfund site hus had a long and
complicated history, Gasior said.

Frcm 1955 to 1972, Gasior said ACS

disposed of waste from its operation in an

open landfill on their properly. From 198
to 1920, it allcgedly (rumped Incineration
ash in the coulainment arca and up to
30,000 drums and general refuse of
unreclaimed waste. The EPA also believes
a lank trunk partially filled with sludge
may be buried in the area.

Gasior said Indiana's Board of Health
became aware of the situation in 1972. EPA
records show oil leaking from the site in
1980 was found to contain a carc.avgea.
Runoff from the drum reconditioning facil-
ity was detecled in 1563.

Gasior said the Griffith landfiil is includ-
ed in the Superfund site because it is
suspecled wasle from the two companies
was disposed in the land prior to 1560,

The EPA began developing @ workplan
in August 1385 for the Superfund sile,
Gasior said, but remedial invesligation hus
been delayed. ifc said the EPA . waiting
to hear how much Superfund moncy will be
reauthorized {or ihe Griffith project.
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Guslor 3aid no pos b Locio o baive i
Mo, Unlid remel 3 vorlt pregicencs,
Guslor said i does uol w .l © pone tie
chemicuals oi the site. He saiu b ais dwes
not kuow f contantinaics iwve lcahad aito
the water lubles.

“To say anything eightvowy 2 ld .| aa
Pandura’s Lox," Gestoy woid, 1o o bad
situalion we hoge locorriet,”

Gesior sald u ponea: fuves igalion o

- Jearn ea. iy whal & on sile Uihes Ta to 13

months, He bow waicr ooy a0 L
checked to see H e oliiiicals huve left
the site and cnlere! w0, nearky credds
of streams or the grousdwalsr.,

Earlier this week, ile Lasg County
Drainage Boaid discus.ed whatiici or nol
it would test Turkey Creox o oo of ceas
taininales have indiliroted tc water. Fhar
welland cleliup profect was fwilta i tie
slate Wity cpaing due (o ootion G e
tuminated scéiment had o I

Griffith Trustee Moiiie: oaaath, 6
urd, suid the towa realons @ najir g
blem exists at the Soperionu gite.
“Everyone s tis ooty srewad i, i
said. '

Hanrath ssid she docs not seult the
chemical €oustuny T6r bis . B0 0t
as Lillle was Kao i abost te A Wictiiad
handling yeats 0. Al pie coad i
wers ey mea gubkidadaor povioh, i

- disposai aid vae.

U But Manrad: agid i owos'! sk the
site go avay. “Wéhave a ookl bl b
to be cieaned up,” Miariih sold, A
should fiwve been dltuucd up yesiarday, o
the day bfore.”
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Pumping

GRIFFITH — Water will not be pur .ped
from a clay pit at the town landfill here until

»

results of water and soil tests are reviewed by

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
an EPA official said Monday.

LT
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Concern about seepage of contaminants
from the Superfund site at 420 S. Colfax St.

_into the active portion of the town landfill .. .

where the clay pit is periodically drained
brought the EPA's Tactical Assistance Team

The heavy rain of last Thursday probably’ “to .the site Thursday.: The clay is used to

did not dilute the ground water'and soil sam-
ples obtained by EPA technicians, said Rob-
ert Swale, project manager for the EPA Su-

perfund clean-up site at American Chemical -
Services Inc., adjacent to the landfill.” | =
“'I feel the samples are valid,” Swale said, "

“If anything is there, we'll find out.”

»cover the landfill and is found about 12 to 14
feet benedth a top layer of sand, said Swale. :

Water from the clay pit is pumped into a
drainage ditch that may empty into Turkey

'Creek. Swale said the EPA wants to deter-
mine if the water has been polluted by the
... movement of contaminated ground’ water

i

#

dependent on test results |

from the ACS dump. The sand cover may
also have been contaminated, he said.

Swale.said some of the sand has been sold
and removed, but added the EPA will wait
for the test results before investigating
further. s

EPA technicians also took samples of
leachate — water that drains from the gar-

‘bage and debris in the landfill — that is sent

by Griffith to the Hammond Sanitary District
for treatment. Swale said "pumping of the .
leachate to Hammond, which was suspended
pending the EPA tests, has been resumed.
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