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Fox Clips
July 28 through August 4,1998
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle
This is a good set of clips - based on these articles, the tide appears to be turning (in our favor!).
Highlights:
/ the stigma isn't Superfund, it is the dirty river
/ Thompson indicates negotiations may be more fruitful next year
V future of Appleton Paper's carbonless copy industry in trouble
/ "secret meetings" w/PRPs not going over very well w/public
/ more articles on PCB and health meeting, including interviews
/ WISPERG backs Superfund
•i nice story about Tim Fields; interview w/Tim Fields
/ story about 1940s proponent of the Fox

Quotes of the Week:
"Fox Valley's failure to act is the shame of being a Superfund candidate," Roger Pitt, Appleton Post
Crescent"
"We see the EPA-lead Superfund as a measure of last resort. It's not like we need the business,"
Jim Hahenberg

Routing:
Milt Clark (SR-6J)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (P-19J)
Pete Felitti (CA-14J)
Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6J)
Elissa Speizman (P-19J)
Dave Ullrich (R-19J)

cc: Sue Pastor, Mick Hans (articles are in the book)



fox Clips
August 4 through August 27,1998
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle, Miscellaneous

We are doing OK in this set of clips - DNR takes a few punches, however.
Highlights:
V skeptism that pilot 56/57 can be done without bias
/ RAP's Science Advisory Committee fights back against misleading FRG comments
/ Lake Michigan Federation supports S$ listing in a recent report
/ comments being accepted on Corp's proposal to close and fill locks
/ 1 article on NPL availability session (more to come later on these meetings)
/ lots on the implications of BFI pulling out of the PCB landfill contract
/ allegations of campaign contributions impacting Gov. Thompson and DNR
/ research looking into impacts of PCBs on frogs
/ Lt. Gov. McCallum lashes out at EPA for "wasting money"
/ allegations of "doublespeak" by Tim Fields (resident editorial in Post-Crescent)
Quotes of the Week:
"EPA: Waiting on Fox like 'Russian Roulette'," Green Bay News Chronicle, Jim Hahnenberg

Routing:
Milt Clark (SR-6J)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (P-19J)
Roger Grimes (CA-14J)
Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6J)
Brenda Jones (SR-6J)
Toni Lesser (P-19J)
Elissa Speizman (P-19J)
Dave Ullrich (R-19J)

cc: Sue Pastor, Mick Hans (articles are in the book)



fox Clips - Vol. 3
August 28 through September 8,1998
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle, Miscellaneous

Highlights:
/ Agreement to sell 23 1/z acres of riverfront to nature perserve - FRG pays
/ Enviros blast SMU 56/56 project - "sweetheart" deal, discharges of toxics, resuspension

issues
V Study shows eagle reproduction impacted by lack of food, not chemicals
/ editorial re: RETEC conflict of interest
/ Chilton County landfill a future possibility for PCB sludge
/ Other toxics being discharged from the Fox
/ Lake Michigan Federation supports Superfund
/ Feds polluters - should help pay clean-up costs
/ Lt. Gov. McCallum lashes out at ERA for "wasting money"
/ allegations of "doublespeak" by Tim Fields (resident editorial in Post-Crescent)
Quotes of the Week:
Nothing notable, though Jim, Bri and Brenda were all quoted.

Routing:
Milt Clark (SR-6J)/Brenda Jones (SR-6)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (P-19J)
Roger Grimes (CA-14J)
Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6J)
Toni Lesser (P-19J)/Elissa Speizman (P-19J)
Bill Muno (S-6J)
Dave Ullrich (R-19J)
Sue Pastor (P-19J), Mick Hans (P-19J)



rox Clips - Vol. 4
September 15 through October 1 1 , 1998
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle, Miscellaneous
The Appleton-Post Crescent 80-page special edition is out but not included in the clips. We
are trying to get extras if you would like one.
Highlights:
/ PCBs don't leak in landfills; Wl design standards high
/ GAO report on S$; Superfund money, not ideas have run short
/ historical accounts of the rivers history; cultural essays; issues about the locks and dams
/ ERA receives record numbers of comments on the NPL
/ Winnebago County considering accepting PCB waste; Chilton county doesn't want it
/ reports on the LWV clean-up forum
/ "DNR on the Run." from the Madison-based Isthmus

Quotes of the Month:
"Could a drop of water go through a landfill? Sure. But whafs the significance of that? At a micro-enough level, your
dinner plate leaks." (Kevin Kessler, DNR)
"(PCBs) are not quite like bubblegum, but they really stick to those fine clay particles..." (Brett Hulsey, Sierra Club)
"Together, they adopted the name Fox River Group. 'It's better than being called the Fox River Seven." (Dennis
Hultgren, FRG)
"Letting the government go with Superfund is like letting your kid have your Mastercard. You have no control over
the spending." (John Cappell, President of UPIU Local 469). Groan....
Referring to the NPL listing package, "It is a very complete, comprehensive and scientific evaluation done by people
who are highly competent." (Jim Hahnenberg)

Routing:
Milt Clark (SR-6J)/Brenda Jones (SR-6)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (P-19J)
Roger Grimes (CA-14J)
Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6J)
Mick Hans (P-19J)
Toni Lesser (P-19J)
Bill Muno (S-6J)
Sue Pastor (P-19J)
Elissa Speizman (P-19J)
Dave Ullrich (R-19J)



rox Clips - Vol. 5
October 14 through November 15,1998
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle, Miscellaneous

Highlights:
/ Standard-setting underway to allow spreading of low-level PCBs on agric fields; citizen

advisory committee being established
/ EPA's $50,000 TAG grant available to community groups
V Dredging pilot project delays
V Report on DNR's small group discussions with residents
/ Pros and cons to locals maintaining lock systems
/ NCR tries push through omnibus bill, removing liability for companies that only arrange for

recycling to occurr; gov and DNR fight it and it dies
V Public meetings re: Chilton County landfill; residents opposed to it accepting PCBs
/ Winnebago County considers taking PCBs
/ Compliments on the Post-Crescent special insert, including EPA's letter to the editor
V Zebra mussel found in Glatfelter power canel; first confirmed presence of mussel in the Fox

Quotes of the Month:
Nothing notable

Routing:
Milt Clark (SR-6J)/Brenda Jones (SR-6)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (P-19J)
Roger Grimes (CA-14J)
Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6J)
Mick Hans (P-19J)
Toni Lesser (P-19J)
Bill Muno (S-6J)
Sue Pastor (P-19J)
Elissa Speizman (P-19J)
Dave Ullrich (R-19J)



rox Clips - Vol. 6
November 16 to December 3,1998
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle, Miscellaneous

Highlights:
/ Deposit N start-up
•i Pros and cons to locals maintaining lock systems
V Winnebago County approves accepting PCBs from pilot projects
/ Appleton Papers CEO resigns
V Riverside Paper sells of Eco Fibre

Quotes of the Month:
"Superfund does ot automatically mean a cleanup of the river. It could mean very large fines....all
that money would be taken out of the state and could be used to build boardwalks in the (Florida)
Everglades or anything else the EPA has in mind." Bill Fitzpatrick, DNR
[Yes, the DNR press people have already yelled at Bill about that remark.]

Routing: (if your name is next to someone's, pis share)
Milt Clark (SR-6J)/Brenda Jones (SR-6)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (R-19J)/Phil Hoffman
Roger Grimes (CA-14J)
Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6J)
Mick Hans (P-19J)/Sue Pastor (P-19JO
Ton! Lesser (P-19J)/Elissa Speizman
Bill Muno (S-6J)
Dave Ullrich (R-19J)



Tox Clips - Vol. 7
December, 1998 - January 22,1999
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle, Miscellaneous
Includes several press releases and newsletters.
Highlights:
/ - Deposit N closes up for the winter; preliminary dredging results
/ Paper company reports find no links to PCBs and a sarcastic citizen editorial
/ Winnebago County backs down on taking PCB sludge
V Fox story on top 10 list of stories for 1998
/ Results of FWS public meeting - report finds PCB damage heavy
/ Several articles regarding TAG grant
/ Dave and George shovel sediment - Deposit N kick-off
/ Fox serves as a great walleye fishery

Quotes of the Month:

Routing: (if your name is next to someone's, pis share)
Milt Clark (SR-6J)/Brenda Jones (SR-6)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (R-19J)/Phil Hoffman
Roger Grimes (CA-14J)
Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6J)
Mick Hans (P-19J)/Sue Pastor (P-19JO
Ton! Lesser (P-19J)/Elissa Speizman
Bill Muno (S-6J)
Dave Ullrich (R-19J)



Tox Clips - Vol. 8
February 1 , 1999 • February 11 ,1999
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle, Miscellaneous
An interesting and diverse set of clips this month.

Highlights:
/ Deposit N preliminary results out - with mixed reviews/ Several articles take a look at the Fox/Crandon Mine repositories and S$ public comments
/ "The River As We See It" - AP's full page ad
/ The Press Gazette calls for the mills to fork over money to conduct 56/57
V Wayne Disposal (Ml landfill) has had some PCB detections
/ Who's model is best - the government's or the mill's?/ Paper workers say their voice is ignored
/ Paper worker's union heads to DC

Quote of the Month:
'"Paper Company Report Finds no PCB-Cancer Link"' - That's a good one; what's next;
PCBs are actually part of a balanced breakfast?", Green Bay resident

Routing: (if your name is next to someone's, pis share)
Milt Clark (via mail to Kansas)
Brenda Jones (SR-6)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (R-19J)/Phil Hoffman
Roger Grimes (CA-14J)
Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6J)
Mick Hans (P-19J)/Sue Pastor (P-19JO
Ton! Lesser (P-19J)/Elissa Speizman
Bill Muno (S-6J)
Dave Ullrich (R-19J)



fox Clips-Vol. 10
May 14-June 7, 1999
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle, Miscellaneous
I understand the last stack of clips was taxing to even the most dedicated reader. By
popular demand, I will "filter" so you can start and finish the clips on the train ride home or
during your mid-morning cup of coffee. I'll continue to keep the full set of clips in the
binders in my cube.
V Pulp and Paper Mill violators of the Clean Air Act not routinely fined
/ Fort James landfill - neighbors are crying NIMBY
V Realtors call for an economic study
/ Glatfelter teams up with Minergy to dispose of sludge
V U.S. FWS bird injury report highlights
/ Hmong not getting fish contamination message

Routing: (if your name is next to someone's, pis share)
Milt Clark/Brenda Jones/Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (R-19J)/Phil Hoffman
Roger Grimes (CA-14J)
Bill Muno (S-6J)
Frank Lyons/Dave Ullrich (R-19J)



Tox Clips^Vol. 11
June/July 1999
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle, Miscellaneous

V Reaction to the Remedy Review Board news release
V Reaction to "Sensible Solutions..."
/ Mills donate money to preserve wetlands - part of State/Company agreement
/ Clean Water Action Council slams DNR re: Sediment Advisory Committee
/ CWAC slams Fort James proposal
/ New DNR Director for Green Bay area office
V* GAO Report reports little of Superfund money goes toward cleanup

Routing: (if your name is next to someone's, pis share)
Milt Clark/Brenda Jones/Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (R-19J)/Phil Hoffman
Roger Grimes (CA-14J)
Bill Muno (S-6J)
Frank Lyons/Dave Ullrich (R-19J)



rox Clips-Vol. 12
June 8 -July 16, 1999
Appleton Post-Crescent, GB Press Gazette, GB News Chronicle, Miscellaneous

/ National Academy of Science is coming to town
V* "Draft Fox Cleanup Plan is Submitted for Secret Review" - now who predicted this

headline?
/ "Sensible Solutions" is refutted by Hahnenberg, Jones, Baker
V* SMU 56/57 to begin dredging in August

Routing: (if your name is next to someone's, pis share)
Milt Clark/Brenda Jones/Jim Hahnenberg (SR-6)
Shirley Dorsey/Mary Canavan (R-19J)/Phil Hoffman
Roger G rimes (CA-14J)
Bill Muno (S-6J)
Frank Lyons/Dave Ullrich (R-19J)





THURSDAY, AUGUST 27,1998 . . • -Wisconsin's Best Newspaper;.••.': SO*

" We believe that the Fox River is restoring itself ."• Mark R
'• ' - o t r ' • • ' ' • ' , ' " ''" - • • ' • ' " !

By Ed Culhan* " '
Post-Crescent staff writer . . . . . .

GREEN BAY - The 70 people whoattended a public meeting on an indus-try-funded PCB dredging project in theFox River heard contrasting views Wed-nesday from state regulators who aremanaging the project and the papercompanies who are paying for it.! William Fitzpatrick, the Department' of Natural Resources engineer leadingthis project and a second, government-funded dredging project scheduled forthis fall at Kunberiy, responded crisply

We're not but here' •playing,' ONE official saysas paper companies claimthere are large gaps inthe government's science
when asked by one audience memberwhy plans for the dredging project werenot submitted for independent review byuniversity scientists.'and., othcv expertsassociated with earlier river studies.,,,,

,.£.-,
_ . . •VTTiis is not an experiment by. anymeans," he said. ."We are not out hereplaying.' He added that he prefers to.call them pilot projects 'rather thandemonstration projects. .7' : f:.y--jUnder a 1997 agreement with the.DNR and the state Justice Department,the paper companies, known as the Fox• River Group, agreed to provide.$& mfl-• lion for a dredging project - designedto provide current information, specificto the 39-mile lower Fox Riwr - on the,cost and viability of luge-Kale environ-

BILLFTTZPAT- "RICK. Wisconsin >
DNR sediment
wnTedtsjttort engt-.
neer'and project, •'.
manager fot.dern-.;
onstration projects,
address the'crowd
at Wednesday's *•.• Brown

« > • • : . • . ; . > -„ •
«I*1'.VJ1.!I^)V.2.£-.
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RIVER: PCB meeting puts state regulators, paper companies at odds over the science

> -J

From A-1
mental dredging.

Mark Reimer, an attorney for theFort James Corp., said the papercompanies are cooperating withthe pNR, and support the concept
of river remediation, but disagreewith both state and federal regula-tors about the extent of the prob-
lem and the scope of the proposedcleanup. He said there are largegaps in government science.

In addition to the $8 million tobe spent on dredging, he said, oth-er industry funds were made avail-able to enhance the sophisticatedcomputer models that will predicthow quickly dredging, or otherremediation technologies, willrestore the water to levels of clean-liness safe for fish, wild animalsand people."We believe these enhancementswill demonstrate that the Fox Riveris restoring itself, and that levels ofcontamination in fish tissues aredeclining at a much faster rate,than was presented here today," hesaid. -Paper company officials havelong argued that leaving a signifi-cant portion of the contaminatedsediments in place, and allowingthe river to deposit cleaner sedi-ments on top of them, is a reason-able approach to the problem, giv-en the incredible cost of large-scaledredging, a cost that will likely
reach into the hundreds of millionsof dollars.The Fox River Group, made upof P.H. Glatfelter Co., RiversidePaper Corp., Appleton Papers Inc.,

DON HAYFORD of Appleton lis-
tens intently during Wednes-
day's meeting.
Fort James Corp, U.S. Paper MillsCorp., Wisconsin Tissue Mills, andNCR Corp.. a former owner ofAppleton Papers., once dischargedtons of the long-lasting chemicalsinto the river, before PCBs werelinked to deformities in wild ani-mals in the early 1970s.James also told the audiencethat the willingness of his companyto provide not only money, butriverfront land and a vacant build-ing for the treatment of those sedi-ments, testified to the Fox RiverGroup's commitment to the pro-ject. Dredging could begin in Octo-ber.Fitzpatrick sajd environmentaldredging is a proven technology

that has been successful at manyother locations. He showed chartsthat dramatized massive drops infish tissue contamination afterDNR dredging projects elsewhere.This is not rocket science," hesaid. "It is careful engineering andcareful planning."He said dredging at SedimentManagement Unit 56-57, the site ofone of the highest concentrationsof PCBs, will remove 3 to 4 percentof the PCBs in the entire 39-milestretch of the lower Fox River.He said this section of sedimentreleases 4 pounds of PCBs a yearinto the Fox River. The chemical isso harmful that its toxicity is mea-sured - depending on where youfind it - in parts per million, bil-lion or even trillion."When this is done, you will notsee that type of exposure," he said.Fitzpatrick also hinted that;dredging may not stop once thedemonstration project it compfet-'ed. iHe was asked about report* (hatGov. Tommy Thompson It negoti-jating a cleanup deal with the papercompanies. ."There are discussion* aboutincreasing the amount of moneyavailable on an interim basis, andon expanding the dredging," hesaid.Under this scenario, the papermills could offer additional fundsto allow the cleanup to proceedwithout immediately committing toa plan for the entire river, a cleanupeffort that could take 15 to 20years.The industry-funded dredging

CONCERNED FOR THE SAFETY OF HIS FAMILY, riverfront homeowner Tom Detsart of Green Bay '
(left) poses a question about river remediation prior to a meeting In Green Bay Wednesday. - ••••'
project was greeted with skepticismhere Wednesday by some individu-als who said they didn't trust thecorporations."I have been fighting for 35 yearsfor the cleanup of this river," saidBob Schmitz of Green Bay. "Put Iam extremely opposed to this

demonstration project by thisgroup."Many of the questions from theaudience dealt with the technicalnature of the cleanup - questionsabout where the PCBs were mostconcentrated and on the safety ofputting them in landfills.

Fitzpatrick said state-licensedlandfills were the best technologyknown for long-term isolation ofcontaminated sediments. Other, technologies designed to destroy'' the PCBs have too many probtemiassociated with them to be effective .on a project of thi» scale; he said. •••
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pi the^Jiiver pen
An easier way to clean the Fox River
Editor, The Post-Crescent-One way or another, we need to clean up theFox. We owe that to the future. How about a solu-tion that will benefit the public and not drain thecoffers.Of all the opinions, there is one common tidbitthat afl the know-it-alls agree on: PCBs are con-sumed by the bottom feeding fish. And we darenot consume these PCB-ladeafish, or we too shallperish ahead of our time.So, why not plant about a kabfllion carp in theriver, along wfth the PCBbellied fish alreadythere. Let them eat to their bellies' content,devouring tons of the deadly compounds. Wecould even go a step further, to make the carp big-ger and fester, so they can eat more quicker. Dumptons-of corn in the river to fatten 'em up. (Seemsthe fanners will have a com surplus this year.)Now, sit back, relax, take a year or two off from

fishing the Fox while the carp do their thing. Thenlet the games begin!For each PCB carp turned in, a $1 bounty ispaid. We'd fin our buckets and our wallets catch-ing carp. Think of all the people who'd gain: baitdealers, boat rentals, tackle shops, weigh-in sta-tions, etc. And the recreation it would create forthe fisherman who could catch-and-reward fromour oupel tunnel harvest of fish. Haul the sicklycarp to the landfills. Let nature do it's own housecleaning at a much more nominal costThis is the man that caught the fish, that ate thePCBs, that cleaned the Fox, that saved the cash,that helped the farmers, that helped the kids, thatflourished the mills, that.. CUrenceWHz*-."• TNeenahP.S.: Just hoping we could add a little humor tothe situation. . ;.-

'f.a'. •~—--^-\ r *.:'C:- "> • r--_



Calumet Countycould be PCB

.diversion to thwart any local oppo-sition to burying PCBs under farm-land in Calumet County. The land-
Oil for the PCB dredgings will beand has always been Superior Ser-vices Hickory Meadows Landfill inthe Town of Chiltpn, near Hilbert,So why did BFI withdraw at thisparticular time? The Chfltoir TownBoard has rejected a lowball tip- •ping fee offer from Superior Ser- ,vices, thus halting construction atthe landfflL With BFI withdrawingits landfill, Superior has the nextlowest bid, but for their Eau-Clairefacility. Superior's next move is tooffer the DNR a lower PCB dispos-al rate, if they could use theirCabinet County location. Superiorclaim's the Town Board is holdingup construction by not accepting

ev.^-.._^.T:..^^^^-^f'^^^^ dredging? at Hickory Meadows,. Lt-oths/ago • tfiey can possibly increaser^thetr t- •-.pd^ittlditbac^.lqi^l^'^'-L':-milKrm figf. feiB^^d^theY '̂arg-.' -« •&$ penr«s;per
, =

' ̂ S^-V'5**6 . . ; . • > - - »*'oaffim tor this js simple:i .' .«. f.-f~* ~»-t* t •' ^J —not bemg*mio;suc&Vfirenz^ they« irotiiC-The river'wflrparcentj,free from
(jJLl^llllllnlll^l,- fll

&!+! • -W . • < • , +— r*
lUllUOUUUt <U1U W" . "V-have the^ problem in

vrf^fv,»"r"-"-;



Eau Claire site will take PCBs
Company's acceptance of state contract solvesproblem of Fox River contaminant disposal
Jy Doug Erickson
'ost-Crescent staff writer
Milwaukee-based Superior Ser-ices said Friday it intends toiccept a state contract to dispose ofipto 100,000 tons of PCB-contam-nated dried sediment from the low-r Fox River and two other sites.

The company will Use only itslandfill near Eau Claire, not one inHoricon as once proposed, it said.The development solves a pror>'lem for the Department of NaturalResources, which suffered a set-back when original low-bidderBrowning-Ferris Industries backedout of landfilung the waste two
weeks ago.Dredging operations.. s|at«dz forthis fall in Kimberly i

could have beeri affected had a suit-able landfill not been found.The DNR has notified, SuperiorServices that it is the next lowestbidder, but the contract won'tbecome final until the close of a 30-day public comment period, A pub-lic meeting to discuss disposal andtransportation plans is set for Sept16 in Eau Claire. •Officials with Browning-FerrisIndustries. were secretive about

their reasons for pulling out, sayingonly that they "couldn't get com-fortable as a corporation withaccepting the waste. •Alan Albee of Superior Servicessaid his company has no suchqualms."We believe our landfills are ade-" quately designed to properly con-tain the'material," said Albee. gen-eral -manager at Superior Seven
Please see PCBs, BACK PAGE

; i? if . ' .

PCBs: Eau Claire site accepts
- „ AT The company has mdrtimrhedi- V.From A-1 ate capacity at its Eatl Oaire land-.Mile Creek Landfill near Eau i ,fiu thattitltiHOfiponi;<3hlanelli's l̂d.r
£^K5. • • ' • . • « • • !«: , -: "In or4e^tor.irh^thp^urie|cy'V'.r-1--, Although Superior Services the state :ld$reî trot\W Jjjuf,. Wftonce said 5 * 'landfiljt in Horicon best-otftttcould jbeMised,it nOW; is proposing wants ft (U• only the Had'ClaW s i t e . ; } ' ' ' • ' • ' ' The toin>- have^ Jto l̂htentM^^suigfi:;"- "'

1 " •' • • IF• -, - . . ' ' • .-/• • j a*is were.wid(
|{)il from the Fox River

P *% ^ • The, J?M?' and Superior Services«*> n «i'fS? V111 host an ppen house from 2 to 6 •'£,V5:' *°T- p.m. and a public.Information meet-^±ffi <ln*Jrbm>7.jo?^:swMthe6500< m*rVS.<tuy
Horicon) unless the>DNR directs ! playedi/lotherwise, v said Scott Cramer, gen- agency/.
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"
>sedlmefit from 'the, tion'dhdanswefn

efal counselor; the Company.Neighbors;: near' the -Holandfill have long b6en fighting' ejcparision of it that is unrelatedthe PCB issue. That opposition did- fifin't; come into play with *••-—:~- *--'Services' decision, said s|Rich Chianelli. J'.. ' . ;; . u,,, ,,>„»,«,"It was more a question t»f,iogis^M!tics, a questiori of the company feelf';ing (Eau Claire) was the best place ,• be extractedrduringthe:J7<ti• ' • ' ' to put-it,"! he.said.-::H-''4;%t^,^y^1drtdg1ri|Jpi^e<^he1^^' • : ' • • • • . . . . • . - ' • ' " • • • .;.:;:.--X't^f^t^fctoMlt;-i-^/i3.-.'tK t 'A
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Environmentalistswant outside look atFox cleanup process
By Qrag Bump
Poet-Crescent staff writer

A group of six environmentalgroups.Thursday called for a full.investigation of Gov. TommyThompson's activities regarding. the Fox River cleanup, alleging he- has been influenced by campaigncontributions from the paper indus-try.: Thompson is beholding to paper. industry interests when h comes to:, determining the course of the Fox: River cleanup, Rebecca Katers,1 executive director of the CleanWater Action Council, said at apress conference Thursday at the1 Appleton Public Library.Katers announced that the Nat-ural Resource Accountability Pro-ject, an informal network of sixenvironmental groups, is tailing foran investigation by state andfederal officials, a halt of thestate's Natural Resourcerv<unage Assessment andlediate cleanup of thev,;B* that contaminate theFox River.The U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency hasposed listing the ___as a Supernmd site due tothe presence of potychlori-nated biphenyU, synthetic chemi-cals, now banned, used in the man-ufacture of carbonless paper.The seven companies that couldbe held responsible for the cleanupare called the Fox River Group.Katers said the governor s re-election campaigns received$155,000 from the paper industryfrom 1991 to 1997. Shestatedthatanother $2.7 million came frompaper industry allies and relatedInterests.This is clearly an effort to influ-ence the process. These are busi-ness people nHiklng these dona-tions. They're not going to makethem unless there was somethingfor them in return,* Katers said.Bob Wood, manager of the gov-ernor's re-election campaign, calledthe allegations'ridiculous.-Dennis Huhgren of AppletonPapers, spokesman for the Fox Riv-er Group, said Wednesday theamount of money given Was notexcessive "

actions against polluters, eliminat-ing the state Public Intervenor'sOffice and brokering a (10 million•sweetheart deal* between theDNR and paper companies thatcorrupts the department and limitsits ability to protect the public.Under the $10 minion settle-ment the companies were allowedto chose independent consultantsto do their own Natural ResourceDamage Assessment Katers saidthat the consultants chosen by theindustryhave a long track record offepreseiiung pointers.The report, cftes financial con-flicts of interest among the indus-try consulUnts who are working:along with the paper companies Utdevelop a Remedial Investigation'and Feasibility Study, which is thefirst step in the federal Supernmdprocess, __For instance, RETEC,....... a lead consultant on thetire E^11.11 •*£!•*rfJtr± . Thermo Remediation, aThereto Ekctroncompa-:*ny. The leport states thatThermo Electron alsoowns Thermo Fibertek,'which owns. 12 ccm|Mi»

industry m the state and thethe money was given over a sevenperiod.group is alleging that•fixed the game' to_.or the paper companies by tak-ing control or the state Departmentof Natural Resources, thwartingEPA efforts to seek enforcement

paper machine ecces*.sories, process ' equip-ment recycled fiber equipment andwater management systems forpaper companies.One of those 12 companies is"Thermo Wisconsin me, a Kaukau-.
drying technologies and mcment*.ton used in the paper industry, theleport states.Another of the companies. Thefmo Ffbergen, operates GranTek, aGreen BUy plant that acquiredpaper companies' PCB-coottuninai*ed wattewater Ueatmeiit sludge,dries H and sells ft to us* as inertingredients in products such as pes-tJckk*. fertflter and kitty Btter.Fort James, one companies hithe Fox River Group, is the mainprovider of the stodge for GtsnTekvDNR Secretary George Meyersaid Wednesday nit agency -wouldnot have approved anyonefor con-sultation wno was not credible.*Meyer also qoeationed the accu-racy of tiie environmental groups'reportThe Natural Resources Accouut-abillty Project consists of theGreen Bay-based Clean WaterAction Council, Wisconsin's Envi-ronmental Decade, NorthernThunder, the Sierra Club's JohrrMuir Chapter, the NortbwoodtAffiance and the Midwest SierraClub.
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siues ai tunesof issue, says independent advisory panel
Group debunks river cleanup myth

Joug Erickson
Post-Crescent start writer _

Paper industry officials and environ-mentalists alike mislead the public attimes by misrepresenting facts about theFox River cleanup, say two members ofan independent advisory committee.There are a variety of misstatementscoming from a variety of camps," saidBruce Johnson, a member of the Scienceand Technical Advisory Committee ofthe Lower Green Bay and Fox RiverRemedial Action Plan.The group was formed in 1986 to ad-

vise the various stateand federal agenciescharged with nationalresource managementafter problems wereidentified.in the lowerbay of Green Bay.The U.S. Environ-mental ProtectionAgency has proposedlisting the lower FoxRiver on the Superfund cleanup list dueto the presence of polychlorinatedbiphenyls. PCBs are synthetic chemwaTsT"now outlawed, that were used in the man-

ufacture of carbonless paper. They havebeen linked to health defects in animalsand humans. ; * •Johnson and fellow committee mem-ber Hallett J. Harris, chairman of the Nat-ural and Applied Sciences Department atthe University of WisconsutGreen Bay,met with the editorial board of The Post-Crescent Wednesday to "debunk" whatthey said are some common myths about
• _____Please see RIVER, A-11

CoaBtion blasts Gov. Thompson'sobjectivity in PCB cleanup: see B-l

RIVER: Facts about cleanupoften get 'misrepresented'

* - :- -

. . • rrV

From A-1
the cleanup."If we don't say something atthis point, it's almost like we're ,admitting they're correct," saidHarris. -.-'.':They take issue with some of thestatements made far the "Fox RiverTimes," a newsletter that was sentto tens of thousands of residents bythe Fox River Group. The grouprepresents the seven companiesidentified as potentially ̂responsibleparties for cleaning up PCBs in the
lower Fox River. l . ' v\ ' • • • • • ' .The impression »sometimes. giv-en by the paper industry that thereis so much uncertainty over the val-ue of dredging or outer remedialoptions that it may be better to letthe river heal itself through naturalattenuation, Johnson said. ' • _"Letting nature take its course isnothing mote than' those PCBsrolling downstream or downwindand becoming someone eise's prob-lem," Johnson sakL That's notacceptable."Johnson also is executive direc-tor of Appleton-based Fox-WolfBasin 2000, a nonprofit organiza-tion that works on watershedissues. ,"Industry is using uncertainty asan escape," Harris said, "They'rehiding behind it If s very clearfrom the group we brought togeth-er thatpeopte feel the science isgood. There is more known aboutthis river and PCBs than probably
anyplace in the world.*Hultgren of Appkton

Papers Inc., the spokesman for theFox River Group, seemed miffedthat Johnson and Harris haven'tspoken^ to him about their con-cerns. '"' • ' •; That newsletter has been outprobably three or four months andwe haven't heard a thing fromthem," he said. "We didn't thinkwe'd misrepresented anything."As for environmentalists, agroup of whom Johnson considershimself a member, they sometimesassert that "nothing has happened"in the past 12 years tcr clean up theriver, Johnson said. In fact, muchwork - studies, research, assess-ments, meetings - has been done,he said.Rebecca Katers, executive direc-tor of Clean Water Action Councilagrees that much work has beendone, but it hasn't led to a concretecleanup proposal, she said.Tm not saying no research hasbeen done," she said. There's beena tot of research. But it has been 12years, and we still don't have a planfor a cleanup."Johnson and Harris also stressedthat PCBs are not the only problemfeeing the Fox River; The loss ofwetland habitat, the invasions ofnon-native species, and the conta-mination by 4 heavy metals areamong other concerns."Say we get a lot of the PCBs outof the system," said Johnson. "Wemay be able to eat the fish, butbecause of all the other problems,the fish may not have a place tolive."



THE POST-CRESCENT
EDITORIAL BOAHD j

PaulSwMfca/Pubishar . BVHarkt/ Editor . • !
BS Knubon/Managing-editor Dan FTarmery/ Deputy managing edtor ' •[

StoMlhHto/Assistant managing aditor-pnesentation '. j
Amy MblMk/Neve edbr UnyMup/Sports editor KattyWiWiNufar/Reporter "f

OUBVIEWS
A voice of reason entersthe Fox River debate ̂  -

Just when you thought you'd heard all the evidence \about the PCBs in the Fox River, along comes anothervoice.- ".. . . . • '•'-..- ,. •-.;,: . .- " -i{ .-|s:_.,:Ifs a voice that we hope gathers an audience before allis said and done in determining the future of our river.Members of The PC editorial board met Wednesday.....with Brace Johnson and Prof. Hallett J. Harris, both'mem-bers of the Science and Technical Advisory Committee~?$(STAG) of the Lower Green Bay and Fox River RemedialAction Plan. The group has been around for a dozen *years, charged with advising state and federal agencies onthe plethora of environmental concerns - including toxicsediments - in the river and die waters of Green '-Bay.';-VAs you can read in Dbug Erickson's Page A-rstory,Harris and Johnson both take serious issue with the .• ,;; :stances of industry and environmentalgroups in the effort to detennkcourse of removing PCBs fromwaterway.

. ̂ -.""U :;•"; ** * " • ' • ' •

hik we're a bit puzzled whjyt.so long for Johnsoaand Hams,as well as others on the STAG, to lettheir voices be heard, we are confident !that they have something, to.add to the,, :.jdebate. They have a more holisticapproach to mending the river - not.just removing PCBs, bm reniqying othr ̂£Sk chemicals and metals, andand and shorefands

:.i:---lJ«-- =

a longtime member ofUniversity of-Wiscojisin<JreenBJyEnvironmental Sciences faculty/andJohnson,executive directerxjf Fox%$bJf Basin 2000. have spent much of-then-"adutthSwstn^Mtiie river. , ' - . . . , ,r :. . : . ; * " ; ;They seem to speak fer the river and the people.who1-':,;five near it They have a long-standing commitment to see-ing its rebirth, and they stand as the unbiased voices of

While it may be a bit late in the game for them to comeforth with their feefings, we hope the parties at the negoti-ating table - in Madison, Washington, Appleton or wher-ever - will take the time to hear Harris and Johnson out,and.comc taa^cojKJosioit^at's.cood for the Fox River, ?;«•'- - ' - . . . . , . . . _ , . . . ,
•r-zr^^-^^
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Coalition; COAUT,0|fc Gov. Thompson
Says r OX l̂asted in group's reportcleanupis tainted
Group report claimsThompson is in pocket;.of paper companies :.-• • • *

\
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By Doug Erickson
PostCnescent staff writer

Six environmentallaunched an aggressive broadsideagainst Gov. Tomnry Thompsontoday, claiming he's incapable ofleadinga responsible cleanup of thelower Fox River because he's in thepocket of the paper mdustry. XIn a Ifrpage report, the groupsattempt to show finks between targecampaign donations to Thompsonand long de- '''"''''lays' in re-moving cont-aminantsfrom the riv=;er that1..weredischargedby •: paper
mills. . :i;;;ii •!-;They alstfdocumentwhat they say.

From W
Rebecca Katers of the Green Bay-based Clean .Water Action CouncU."He's not looking out for the public-interest"4 Bob Wood, manager of Thomp-sonY re-election campaign, calledme allegations "ridiculous.". "No one has shown the kind ofleadership that he has to bring theparties together to avoid costly liti-gation, while at the same time pro-tecting our environment and hun-dreds of good-paying jobs for Wis-tfttSin families," Wood said.-£The U.S. Environmental Proteopbn Agency has proposed listingthe lower Fox River on the Super-fond cleanup list due to the pres-jjjce of polychlorinated biphenyls.PJCBs are synthetic chemicals, nowoutlawed, that were used in themanu&cture of carbonless paper.Seven companies, jointly calledthe Fox River Group,, have beenidentified as potentially responsible'parties for the cleanup costs..According to the environmentalpoops, , Thompson received$45,029 in campaign contributionsfrom executives, leaders and Politi-cal Action Committees of those, seven companies 1990-97.The companies and their dona-tions: Fort Howard Corp. (nowFort lames), $32335; WisconsinTissue Mills, $4,995; AT&T(owned NCR Corp.)/$4,349; tfS.Paper Mills Corp., $3,000; River-doe Paper Corp:, $250; ApptetonPapers me., $ 100; and P.H. Gtatfel-

"To me, that's a shockingamount of money," she said. "AndThompson's policies seem to fol-low the money."The report lists several examplesthat environmentalists say bolstertheir case, including Thompson's:•Elimination in 1995 of theWisconsin Public . IntervenorOffice, which was investigating theactions of the state DNR on thecleanup issue, according to Katers.
•Promotion of a" $10 millionconfidential agreement with the*paper companies that "corrupts"the DNR by limiting its abffity toprotect the public,'•• according to

Katers. • -'-:i^A?^:^-•Formation of Jhe'F<pc" RrVer.Coalition in 1992&fmclTOrantarysolutions to th^cEeanapt^ Katerscafls the a)alitiort^"&rce^sayingit is dorniruited^paper'lndustryrepresentatives, .-i^^'i'.?'^'Wood denies that campaign con-tributions have. ,"aflected Thomp-son's actions concerning the FoxRiver.They've had absohttely zero,impact or influence over . theprocess," he said:';The environmentaUsts alsoclaim that paper industry consul-tants have been foisted upon theDNR and are assisting the state incoming up with its cleanup.planeven though they have vested inter-.

fned the-jfavor: the^paper industry qvo:̂people," said lead report.
jr, Dennis Huhgren of AppletonPapers, spokesman for the Fox Riv-Group, said he doesn't find theoras excessive given, the size offbe_ •paper industry in the state,h "I tmnk tiie six paper companies-s iepresent about 10,000 employeesJn* in Wiscbnsin," he said. "That'sfiot very much money over a periodof seven years." r "More tellmg, said Katers, is thatThompson received $155,000 fromtine paper industry hi general dur-ingthose years, and another $2.7muBoo from paper mdustry alliesand other interests, many of whomoppose cleanup of the Fox River.

"These consultants have a longhistory of defending the pottutersin .court and herpmg them fight toIhnh their cleanup costs," Katerssaid. .DNR Secretary George Meyersaid his department "would nothave approved anyone for consult-ing who was not credible."He called much of the infonna-tion in the report "inaccurate." •In addition to Clean WaterAction Councfl, the environmentalgroups are Citizens for a BetterEnvironment, Environmental̂Concerned Citizens of the Lake-land Area, Northern Thunder, theSierra Crab and Wisconsin's Envkronmental Decade.
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Some details missedin PCB meeting coverage
GREEN BAY — I find no faultwith the things reported in a July28 article on a PCB meeting inKimberly, but I think somesalient parts of the meeting wereleft underreported.Theo Colburn led us through along convoluted presentation onthe dangers of PCBs, as she seesthem. However, I did hear Col-burn respond to some questionstowards the end of the night that"this is all theory, conjecture, andnone of it is proven, and in fact itmay never be proven because itwould require direct research onhuman subjects." I salute Colburnfor her honesty. I laud her for hermoral and scientific integrity.Also, as reported, we heardfrom Chris DeRosa who told usabout various reports coveringstudies that highlight the poten-tial toxicity of PCBs to humans.He concluded, "the weight of nu-merous studies" (a so-called meta-analysis) lead him to the concludethat PCBs are a danger to the peo-ple of the Fox River Valley.What was not reported wasDeRosa's meta-analysis testimonydone for the Environmental Pro-tection Agency concerning thecarcinogenic properties of ETS(environmental tobacco smoke)trial. The hearing held in DistrictCourt for the Middle District ofNorth Carolina under JudgeWilliam L. Osteen reported out onJuly 17. On page 64 of that report,the judge rejected DeRosa meta-analysis as tainted.: It was described as "cherrypicking among reports," which re-: suits in selecting studies that'. favor the EPA's position but ig-nores studies that are unfavor-able. Not a very favorable report

on DeRosa's scientific objectivity.
Could one conclude, once acherry picker for the EPA, always

a cherry picker? Perhaps DeRosa
should be invited back to Wiscon-sin. Door County is always short
of help during the season.
Questionable evidence is a poorbasis for making a billion dollar

decision. Remember the strong
position the EPA took on Alar.

Thomas B. Furman, Green Bay
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[ >1 -.'he J%Silver pen *
Superfund would have profound impact on Valley
Editor, The Post-Crescent:For those of you who are opposed to theEPA and the federal government beinginvolved in the cleanup of the Fox River,please look at the bright side. Look at thepositive factors. For the last 28 years of liv-ing along the Fox, times have been quiet andlittle change has occurred. For the next eightto 10 years you will see exciting changes.We will have more Washington-trainedfederal officials living in the valley. Therewill be increased employment of litigationexperts, dredge operators, truck drivers,water quality experts, landfill operators andenvironmental activists. To that large per-centage of the local population who dependon fish from the Fox River, there will be norestrictions on the amount of fish you caneat. For those of you who don't mind a little

persuasive arg'u-
'ifmeters that apply to

The SBwBf l̂ ifitTihe Post-Crescent's
"Letter of th«'E3B^:niere is no award for
it, other thatV'bflJOB88|taskJe from the oth-
er tettaTi,||̂ §̂good writing.
cogenti
merit;
alt other teeiliilî fo The Silver Pen"letter;' *"" * •" •- '" •

silt, farm waste, lawn fertilizer, street salt,
and city treatment plant outfall you will beable to swim and run your jet skis to your
heart's contentQuality control of the cleanup operationshould be no problem. I am sure the EPAand the Corps of Engineers will be able to
free up people as soon the Hudson River

cleanup and the Florida Everglades prob-lems have been solved.Even Greenpeace and the Sierra Clubmay be able to spare additional experts tomonitor progress and stage demonstrationswhen progress is slow.
Other benefits will include the reductionof health care costs for "The Valley" whenthe PCBs are gone and for those of you whooppose change, the river will not look great-ly different than it does now. Also, costs willnot be excessive.There will be the loss of one or two valleyemployers, a few paper mill jobs, and thecost to taxpayers will not exceed the equiva-lent of one congressional special councilinvestigation. D.W. Einspahr,Appleton



Industry will pay to clean its mess
I'm an anti-PCB, pro-Super-

fund, clean-up-the-river person. I
believe there are more of us than
those who accept the Fox River the
way it is — a toxic waste dump.

Industry has so much power
over the public and our politicians
that it thought it could get away
without cleaning the mess it made.
Now the public and environmen-
talists are putting a lot of pressure .
on industry to clean it up.

Millions of dollars have been
spent already on research to figure
out what's wrong with the river
and how to clean it up. Hydraulic
dredging and thermal treatments
— I mean like super-duty, tough
work — they're going to pay for,
because they destroyed our river
and don'f want to clean it up.

Green Bay

\



DJNR testOK'dfor
PCBs intoJ?ox River
Minute quantities willbe discharged to helpwith a dredging plan
ByEdCulhane
Posl-Crescent stafl wrHer

LITTLE CHUTE - There wasno public comment at a hearingthis past week on a wastewater dis-charge permit the state Depart-ment of Natural Resources is grant-ing itself as part of the Deposit N
demonstration dredging project inthe Fox River.As part of that permit, the DNRwill allow itself to discharge minute .quantities of PCBs back into theriver, rather than spend tens ofthousands of dollars to reach levelswhere PCBs icould not bedetectedThe project isdesigned to - .
remove the | V^vY \entire deposit y*r\ iv-vyfrom the river 1 IVCTlbed - 10,000 ————— ' —— 'cubic yards of sediment laced withtoxic PCBs and a host of other con-'•"ninants, including arsenic, mer-and dioxins - taking the pol-. .jits out of the aquatic environ-ment and its food chain.The deposit is estimated to con-tain 414 pounds of PCBs, enoughcontamination to make millions offish unsafe to eat regularly.The project, which is scheduledto begin this fall, also is designed togive those planning a strategy forcleaning up the entire lower FoxRiver accurate information on therelative advantages and disadvan-tages of dredging, both economicand environmental.During dredging at Deposit N,engineers will pump large quanti-ties of water from the river. Squeez-ing the water out of sediments sothey can be transported to a landfillwill generate more water. A thirdsource of water will be any rain thatfalls on the site during the 40-dayproject.Water contained in the dredgeslurry will be decanted off the topof a settling tank once a polymerhas been added to enhance and •speed the settling of solids. •All of the water generated at thesite will be treated and returned tothe river, at an estimated rate of360,000 gallons per day. The sec-ondary method of treatment, aftersettling, will be sand filtration. An

Please see PCB«, B-5

I POST-CRESCENT, APPLETON-NEENAH-MENASHA. WIS.

PCBs: DNR gets OK for test in Fox River
From B-1
extremely small number of PCBswill escape capture and will bereturned to the river.The DNR wastewater permitallows the DNR to discharge watercontaining PCBs at concentrationsup to 1.2 parts per billion. As apoint of comparison, a paper millon the river (discharging 365 days ayear) would not be allowed toexceed 0 .03312 parts per billion.Even these minute quantitieswould not be allowed'except for thefact that the river already containsPCBs, and industries take in thosePCBs when they draw water fromthe river.But industries divert their conta-minated waters for treatment be-fore discharge, so discharges frompaper mills and wastewater treat-ment plants on the river today donot typically contain PCBs in con-centrations that can be measured.In comparing its treatmentoptions at Deposit N, the DNRconcluded that in removing 414pounds of PCBs from the nver itwould discharge a little more than atenth of a pound back into thewater using sand filtration.By adding carbon filtration, it acost of $45.000 to $50.000, Hwould return six one hundredths ofa pound.In other words, the $50,000would result in the removal of nomore than a tenth of a pound. Bycomparison, contaminated sedi-ments upstream will cause an esti-mated 25 pounds of PCBs to flowpast the site during the 40-daydredging period.The same analysis will beapplied to the much larger dredgingproject scheduled for this fall fordeposit 56-57 at Green Bay. That

project is being undertaken by theseven paper companies who oncedischarged the PCBs into the river.under a partial agreement reachedwith the DNR in January 1997.At that site, where engineersplan to remove an estimated50,000 cubic yards of sediment,and 2,700 pounds of PCBs, theadditional filtration, costing$250,000, would capture about athird of a pound of PCBs.If the money were spent on addi-tional dredging, that would removean estimated 82 pounds of PCBs.An analysts of the permit pre-pared by Duane Schuettpelz of theDNR's Bureau of Watershed Man-

agement concludes that althoughthe permits allow PCB dischargesat rates higher than would be grant-ed other dischargers on the Fox,
they still fall within the guidelinesof state and federal law and do not
require any special waivers.____
^Technical information the effluent
standards in the permit can be
obtained by writing Gary Kincaid,
DNR Northeast Held Office, 1125 N.
Military Road, Green Bay, Wis.54307-0448 or by phoning Kincaid
at 920-448-5136. It is also availableon the Internet at
http:/www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/
wm/ww.
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Enough of studies,It's time to dean
Editor, The Post-CrescentVarious communities havedebated a resolution concernedwith cleaning the Fox River. I amnot surprised that the Superfund isupon us. The industries along theriver have taken the position of notmeeting with the DNR regardingthe studies and research, that $20m illion has generated in the past 1 2years.The resolution»{fiaf was passedby many political bodies asks that
another $10 million be spent onmore research. We don't need tohave any more research done, butwe do need to field test some of theideas that were generated from theinitial project.There are many who feel that ifwe leave the river alone, the Foxwill heal itself; however, the level ofPCBs found in fish has not dimin-ished when testing was done todetermine the safety of eating fishfrom this body of water. Fish havegreater concentrations in themthan when they were first studied.This implies that PCBs are notbeing contained beneath the sedi-ment as many individuals wouldhave us believe. The DNR has stat-ed that it would take the Fox River130 to 300 years to cleanse itselfv There are others who feel that ifwe let industry alone that theywould do what is right for our river.It has been claimed by the SierraClub and Clean Water Inc. thatFort James was putting trace levelsof PCBs into our river as late as1990. This was well after it was ille-gal to dump PCBs in any water-ways.If the Superfund is to be avoid-ed; then we need to see someprogress on this serious issue. Let'sbegin some small field tests basedon the $20 million of research thathas already been gathered beforewe spend $10 million more just tostudy this problem further.Forrest" Woody" Weber,Menasha

\



Local efforts bestin Fox River cleanup
ALLOUEZ — The federal gov-ernment through the Environ-mental Protection Agency is nowtrying to convince local residentsthat it will clean up the Fox Riverif we join Superfund.Our man in Madison, TommyThompson, is very much opposed :

to Superfund and has not been "docile in voicing his opinion. It is "his thinking that Superfund is an- '..other federal program long on red
tape and mountains of paperworkand short on substance.Who is right? Well after watchingthese federal agencies operate likethe EPA, OSHA and of coarse thenotorious IRS, I tend to side with- Thompson. In spite of the strenu-: ous efforts of local environmental, groups, it is my hope that we keep: the cleanup in state and areahands. Once you accept assistancefrom the EPA, it runs the show.Thompson is recognizedthroughout the country as one ofthe best state executives, and hehas probably seen some real sna-fus coming out of Washington.Superfund is another federalboondoggle. A cooperative effortby state and area leaders in con-junction with industry manage-ment is the best approach. Let's
stay with Thompson.LoutoBtaMr,AUouez
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Fox PCB demonstration project to proceed
DNR working to getanother landfill online for dredging .
By Ed Culhane X //M
Post Cmscent staff writer (

GREEN BAY - A public meet-ing will be held Aug. 26 in GreenBay to explain how a demonstra-tion project scheduled to beginthis fall will remove contaminated
sediment from a nearby portion ofthe lower Fox River.

The meeting will run from 7 to9 p.m. in the Brown County
Library, 515 Pine St .

A project overview and sched-ule will be presented.
"Public input and acceptanceare important parts of the LowerFox restoration, so we're encourag-ing people to come to the meeting,

learn more about the removal pro-ject, and ask questions," said BillFitzpatrick, an engineer with thestate Department of NaturalResources.
Completion of the project thisfall has been threatened by thellth-hour withdrawal of the wastehandling contractor who originallywon the bid to accept PCB-conta-minated waste at a state-licensedlandfill.But the meeting will proceed,Fitzpatrick said.The agency is working to haveanother landfill on line in time fordredging to begin and end in mildweather.The project will take place at a9-acre segment of the riVer knownas Sediment Management Unit 56-57, located downstream of the DePere Dam about three miles fromthe river's mouth.
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I he depositcontains nearly3,000 pounds ofpolychlorinatedb i p h e n y 1 s(PCBs), a man-made chemicalreleased by areaindustries fromthe 1950s to the1970s.PCB concen-trations in sedi-ment at this siteare among thehighest on theriver, reachinglevels over 700 parts per million,thousands of times the level con-sidered safe by health experts.Removing these contaminantswill reduce long-term PCB expo-sure to fish, wildlife and people aswell as stemming the movement of

PCBs into Green Bay and LakeMichigan, said Fitzpatrick.The $7 million project is beingfunded by the Fox River Group, agroup of seven paper mills that dis-charged the PCBs, before theywere banned, and that could beheld responsible for their cleanup.The project is part of an agree-ment between the DNR and thecompanies in January 1997, inwhich the mills committed $10million to sediment demonstrationcleanup and ecological restorationprojects in the area.The seven companies are Apple-ton Papers, Inc., Fort JamesCorp., NCR Corp., PH. GlatfelterCo., Riverside Paper Corp., U.S.Paper Mills Corp., and WisconsinTissue Mills Inc.The Fox River Group is con-ducting the project with Mont-gomery Watson an engineering

design contracting team hired lastsummer. Fitzpatrick will overseethe dredging.Rich Weber, of MontgomeryWatson will manage the designteam.Contractors plan to use ahydraulic dredge to remove conta-minated sediments at SMU 56-57,while isolating the constructionarea with a silt curtain.From the dredge, the sedimentsare sucked into a pipeline whichcarries them to an on-shore facilitywhere water is separated from thesediment.The water will be treated tomeet discharge permit standardsand then returned to the river. Thedried sediments will be transport-ed to an approved Wisconsin solid-waste landfill for disposal.
Please see PCBs, B-3
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Companies' legacy ofneglect created EPA

Editor, The Post-Crescent:I take issue with RobertDeBruin's analysis of the FoxRiver Superfund designation.The culprit here is not the EPA.The EPA itself came intoexistence due to the disregardand neglect of industries choos-ing to dangerously pollute ourshared environment.Where were these papercompanies when it came to per-forming honest, scientific PCBrisk analysis themselves, priorto dumping these materials intoour ecosystem?Indeed, there will be an eco-nomic impact due to thisneglect and to the continuedstonewalling of cleanup effortsthat has taken place over theyears. The EPA cannot beblamed for this.The 2,400 employees ofAppleton Papers have no oneelse to thank for this mess otherthan those in their industry whochose to recklessly pollute theenvironment and who subse-quently choose to stonewallcredible cleanup efforts.Those reckless choices havesaddled this generation with thecumulative costs of cleanup.

Had we left it up to theseindustries and those within ourcommunities who consistentlyturned the other way due tovested interests, there wouldnever have even been a publicdiscussion.There certainly would neverbe a credible cleanup effort.The very presence of theEPA assures all constituents ofthis shared environment thatsomething credible will be doneabout it, and not 100 years fromnow.Yes, compliance costs willimpact the Valley economy.Doing nothing or doing aninadequate cleanup will alsoadversely affect this economy.We should expect reimburse-ment for the tax dollars expend-ed to clean up the mess thesecompanies left behind. Addi-tional fines for liability anddamages are highly appropri-ate.Getting the job done correct-ly and to the satisfaction of allconstituents does require theheavy and thorough hand of theEPA. Michael Court,Menasha
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EP/V not reasonable
partner in Fox cleanup

MARINETTE — I have .just fin-
ished reading the Super-fund Q&Awith Timothy Fields of the Envi-ronmental Protection Agency.The question was asked: "Can theprogram be streamlined?" The an-swer revealed two Superfundproblems that must be addressedbefore any reasonable citizen canendorse this process:1. EPA doubletalk: Fields statesthat the EPA income from the fed-eral government (the budget) was$1.46 billion. He further brags thatthe EPA "enforcement efforts"were leveraged seven times on anenforcement budget of $141 mil-lion. This is a second income tothe EPA of $987 million.Grade school math says that theEPA income is, therefore, $1.46billion plus $987 million for a sumof $2.447 billion.He then states that $1 billion (72percent of budget) has been spenton cleanup. However, $1 billion isonly 40.87 percent of the EPA in-come. The EPA has spent lessthan 41 percent of its income oncleanup. Should we trust anyother figures the EPA comes upwith? Think about it.. 2, The EPA emphasis on "en-forcement:'' This requires litiga-tion to determine blame. It mustbe clear here that there is noblame to be determined. The millswere producing legitimate prod-ucts using legal materials (and,we might note, recycling, which isnow the holy grail of environmen-talism). They stopped when thePCB hazard was discovered.The billion-dollar cleanup cost isabout equivalent to five new mills.Should that be levied against ourindustry? Think about that andthe mill jobs it will affect.

• I would hike to see the Fox Rivercleaned up as much as anyone.There must be citizen, state andfederal input.. The mills have al-ready indicated their willingnessto help. A reasonable plan must bedeveloped, but the EPA is not areasonable partner in this process.Kenneth Exworthy, Marinette
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By Ed Culhane '
Post-Cifscent staff wriler

The first two dredging operations everapproved for the PCB-contaminated FoxRiver have been dealt an unexpected set-back.
Browning-Ferris Industries - the wastehandling company that offered the lowestbid for the combined projects and that re-cently agreed to accept 100,000 cubic yardsof dredged sediments from these and two

other sites - has backed out of the deal.Officials with the state Department of

dredging suffers setback
I *•« fthe • • • " ' fe^"'••- • !£-"'•;':• ~ T-iOW-hiH WflStP POrnnJinV hflPk'Q increase in landfill and transportation costsfuture fe > " • ' • ; .*%;& ^JW U1U Wd^ltJ CUIUpdliy Ud-CKb from $62 a ton to $80 a ton.

rver
Low-bid waste company backsout of an agreement to acceptPCBH3ontaminated sedimentfrom the Fox River

Natural Resources were scrambling Mondayfor a plan that could rescue the dredging pro-jects."We are still evaluating our options," saidWilliam Fitzpatrick, an environmental toxi-

cologist and the coordinator of the DNR'sFox River cleanup operation. "It looks likewe will go to the next lowest bidder."That bid - by Superior Services - was 30%higher, Fitzpatrick said. It would mean an

increase in landfill and transportation costsfrom $62 a ton to $80 a ton.But it was the tuning that left DNR offi-cials stunned, and that threatens the projects.It is not known whether another landfill canmeet public notice and meeting requirementsin time for the dredging projects to begin thisyear."It does make it uncertain," said Fitz-patrick. "We've committed that the publiccomment and information period has to be aminimum of 30 days. It becomes risky be-
Please see SETBACK, A-7
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SETBACK: Test dredging operations for PCS
removal hurt by BFI's lastrminute pullout
From A-1
cause of the weather uncertainties."The news was also a shock to an
executive with the Fox RiverGroup, the seven paper companiesthat once discharged PCBs into theFox and are negotiating their
cleanup with state and federal regu-lators."That's going to throw their(DNR's) timing off something ter-rible," said Dennis Hultgren, uponlearning of the BFI pullout Mon-day. "We had banked on that (land-fill) for deposit 56-57 (near the FortJames plant in Green Bay). We hadall the costs involved, and knewhow much we could take out, basedon the $62 a ton. Oh, Lord. Well,that alters things a lot."The lower Fox River has beenproposed by the U.S. Environmen-tal Protection Agency as a federalSuperfund site. State- officials,including Gov. Tommy Thompson,are trying to negotiate a cleanupplan that could prevent Superfunddesignation.The paper mills dischargedPCBs - polychlorinated biphenyls- into the river before the chemi-cal, a suspected carcinogen, wasoutlawed in the 1970s. PCBs arelong-lasting, synthetic chemicalsused in the manufacture of carbon-less paper.PCBs have been linked to defor-mities in wildlife, increased risk ofcancer in humans and developmen-tal problems in children whosemothers eat contaminated fish.In a deal worked out with theDNR and the state Justice Depart-ment, the seven paper companieshave agreed to spend $7 millionthis fall on a dredging projectdownstream of the De Pere dam.That project is at least five timesbigger than the DNR's Kimberlyproject and is specifically designedto simulate the conditions of large-scale dredging. As landfill costsrise, the amount of materialdredged will be reduced.Officials with BFI were secretiveabout their reasons for pulling out."I can only tell you that due tothe uncertainty of future regula-

te just couldn't get
comfortable as a
corporation with

accepting the waste."
RALPH DACH,

of BFI, explaining the
company pullout

tions regarding monitoring andmaintenance of facilities thataccept PCB-contaminated waste,we are withdrawing as a potentialvendor," said Ralph Dach, an areavice president for BFI's landfilldivision."It was basically just a matterthat we just couldn't get comfort-able as a corporation with accept-ing the waste.Just what had caused comfortlevels to change was unclear. BFIsubmitted a bid for the project justweeks ago."The regulations haven'tchanged from when they bid on it,"Hultgren said. "I am kind ofstunned. I don't know why they didit, especially at the last minute."When Dach was asked about thetiming, he chose not to comment.Nor would he comment whenasked if the company was taking adifferent position on PCB-contami-nated wastes.Nor could DNR officials shedany light"We are not clear on it either,"said Bob Grefe, an environmentalengineer in the DNR's bureau ofwaste management There is nomechanism For us to compel themto bare their souls."DNR officials could choose toship the waste out of state, to a fed-erally approved toxic-waste landfill,but expensive transportation costscould severely hurt a projectdesigned in part to show that dredg-ing is both effective and affordable.Hultgren said the FRG hadalready arranged for its own back-up plan, a federally licensed landfillnear Detroit But no cost projec-tions have been prepared, he said.Any landfill contract, local or

otherwise, would have to cover100,000 tons of dried PCB sedi-ments from the two Fox River sites,from the Jordon Creek-Pine Creeksite near New Holstein and fromstores of dredged sediments at theTecumseh Products Superfund siteat Sheboygan Falls.Rich Chianelli of Superior Ser-vices said his company was stillinterested in the project. In its bid,Superior proposed to use a landfillnear Eau Claire, or one near Hori-con.Both meet the DNR's standardsfor municipal waste, which aremore stringent than federal stan-dards for hazardous waste. Linedwith clay four feet thick and with a60-mil, plastic-like geomembrane,the landfills are equipped withdrainage collection systems andwater quality monitoring.Chianelli said he saw problemswith the BFI bid right from thestartBFI - targeting Fox River sedi-ments for its Sarona landfill inWashburn County in northwestWisconsin - had proposed to mod-ify its landfill plan, seek regulatoryapproval and then build the modifi-cations, all for $2,000."Those costs can range from aquarter to a half million," Chianellisaid. "We kind of had a feeling theydidn't know what they were gettinginto."DNR officials also noticed thelow-ball figure, but assumed BFIwas planning to recover expensesduring the life of the projectA public meeting on the Saronalandfill plan, scheduled for Wed-nesday, has been canceled."This is not going to kill thedemonstration projects," saidGrefe. "Business is business, andsometimes business partnershipsdo not work. Dredging projects inthe Fox River will almost certainlycontinue."___________
•7/te companies in the Fox RiverGroup are P.M. Glatfeller Co., River-side Paper Corp., Appleton PapersInc., Fort James Corp., U.S. PaperMills Corp., Wisconsin Tissue Mills,and NCR Corp., a former owner ofAppleton Papers.



r t «>o — _ •- •- _ -.SPA fears PCB shift from heavy rains
r Ed Culhana
3t-Crescent staff writer
The flooding Sheboygan Riverat destroyed homes, traumatizedople and crippled a city alsoished over a federal Superfund:e, causing concern that PCBsid other toxic chemicals in the riv-'s sediments may have beenleased into the environment.

Deluge washed over Sheboygan River Superfund site
"We are extremely concernedabout it," said Steve Padovani ofthe U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency, project manager for theSheboygan River. "These kinds ofsurges or floods can result in ero-sion and faster flows. There is a lotmore energy. It can scoop up sedi-ments with PCBs in them and dis-

tribute them over a wider area, or itcan blow them into Lake Michi-
gan."A state scientist said Friday thatthe Sheboygan flood should raisean issue for the people living along
the Fox River."What would happen if we hadsomething like that coming up the

Fox Valley?" asked Robert Paulson,a Wisconsin Department of Natur-al Resources environmental toxi-
cologistThe Fox River contains larger
quantities of contaminants than arefound in the Sheboygan River.According to Paulson, the lastserious flood in Sheboygan a few

years ago left contaminants spreadacross the landscape.In Sheboygan, the worst of thecontaminated deposits that existedupstream - and that would be mostsusceptible to re-suspension during

Please see EPA, A 5
•Sheboygan's losses

in millions: 6-2
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LETTERS

Paper companies are likely to take
a fatal hit from Superftuid
Editor, The Post-Crescent:One wonders what effect aSuperfund designation will have onthe future of Appleton Paper's2,400 employees in light of theprofitability problems outlined byAppleton Arjo Wiggin's ChairmanKen Minton. Investment, closure,or divestiture decisions consider allcost issues, including the bottom-line cleanup costs and penaltiesassociated with Superfund designa-tion.One must conclude that the sev-en local paper companies all arecarefully weighing the financial hitthey will be taking if forced into acleanup effort by the EPA. Super-fund status will give the EPA theright to hand these companies a billfor three times the primary cleanupcosts.In addition, they can be sued fordamages to the Fox's naturalresources. These cost implicationscould seriously jeopardize the very

future of the Fox Valle/s paperindustry and the economic fabricof the Valley. A similar battle isbeing waged between GE and theEPA in Pittsfield, New York, wherea 20-mile stretch of the HousatonicRiver is in danger of Superfund des-ignation. A recent addition of theWall Street Journal highlighted thatstruggle, noting EPA's "ScienceFantasy" PCB risk analysis, whichis based on assumptions like a 1-year-old playing on a steep river-bank five days a week, sevenmonths every year, for frve years,only wearing swim trunks.Where is the scientific humanevidence linking Fox Valley (or any-where else) health problems toPCBs? Lacking any such evidence,the EPA continues to pressure thepaper companies to expend tre-mendous sums in Superrund com-pliance costs, placing at risk the pri-mary base of the Valley economy.If action is needed, the Fox's

cleanup history clearly demon-strates the Valley's ability and com-mitment to resolve future PCBproblems. EPA Superfund statusisn't required to get the job done.Robert A. DeBruin,Kaukauna
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Paper industry contributes
to antWohnson TV spots
By Bob Vttale
^osl-Cfescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - Abusiness group targetingU.S. Rep. Jay Johnsonwilh $30,000 in criticalTV ads is backed in partby a paper industry tradeassociation with membersin the Fox Valley.A representative of theAmerican Forest & PaperAssociation said Wednes-day, however, that it had no inputinto the campaign against Johnson,even though it contributes to theads' sponsor, a political organiza-tion called Americans for Job Secu-
rity.

JOHNSON

"We are a member of the groupbecause we support members ofCongress who are pro-business,"said M.J. Jameson, theassociation's spokeswom-an. "But we had nothingto do with the ads."Americans for JobSecurity, a Washington-based advocacy groupwith only one other pub-licly identified member,said it has targeted John-son because it feels he hascompiled an anti-business recordduring his first term in Congress.Its ad focuses on the Green BayDemocrat's opposition to a 1997
Please see JOHNSON, A-7

JOHNSON: Paper companies
contribute to group behindTV ads blasting lawmaker
From A-1
proposal that would have taxedIndian gaining revenue, claiming' everyone else must pay higher taxesa* a result of its defeat.Johnson called on the group topull the ads Wednesday, callingthem misleading because tribes paymillions of dollars in lieu of taxes.He also criticized the group'sinvolvement in the region as unin-formed meddling from an outsideinterest"Cease any further meddling in• our communities,'' he wrote in a let-ter to Americans for Job Securitydirector David Carney. "The peo-ple of northeast Wisconsin canmake decisions about their electedofficials without the aid of outside. special interests distorting thetruth."; The group does have ties to theregion, though.Spokesman Mike Dubke saidmore than a dozen business groupsare members of Americans for JobSecurity, although only the paperindustry association and the Amer-ican Insurance Association havechosen to make their involvementknown. He declined to name other:memben or even- give- a precise'
! The American Forest & PaperAssociation, in turn, has 550 mem-ber companies around the country,including International Paper Co.,which has plants in Kaukauna,Menasha and De Pere, and P.H.Gbtfcker, which has a plant inNeenah. Listed among the con-stributors to the group are execu-tives from Wisconsin-based Con-solidated Papers Inc., which has aplant in Kimberty.P.H. Glatfelter spokeswoman• Patricia Sweeney said the companywas not aware of either the ad orthe trade group's involvement inthem."We're members as our mostpaper companies in Wisconsin,*Sweeney said.But while the trade associationand the business group share com-monifosjft. both said Americans forJob Security decided on its own toproduce and air TV ads critical ofJohnson. Memben have no inputIn such decisions, said MikeDubke, the Americans for JobSecurity spokesman.The group is airing the ads.Dubke said, because "the smallbmmmrs in the region are givingtheir congressman a failing grade.Americans for Job Security wasformed last fall to promote small-business and general businessissues, Dubke said. Among its pri-orities are tax fairness, regulatoryand tort reform, and limiting feder-al powers.The anti-Johnson ad is meant toaddress the first issue with anexample that hits close to home fornortheast Wisconsin residents, hesaid."In places like Las Vegas andAtlantic City, the casinos pay taxes

"Cease any further
meddling in our
communities. The
people of northeast
Wisconsin can make
decisions about their

elected officials
without the aid
of outside special
interests distorting

the truth."
REP. JAY JOHNSON,

In a tottor to tht dtovcUx of
Americans for Job Security

income tax burden that everybodyelse pays," an actor says. "But inGreen Bay, the casino keeps theirwinnings, leaving everyone else topay higher taxes."The actor goes on to criticizeJohnson for accepting campaigncontributions from out-of-statepolitical action committees, sug-gesting they are the reason heopposed the 1997 gaming tax pro-posal.Because the ad does not tell peo-ple to vote against Johnson inNovember - it only suggests theycall his Green Bay office - it is notregulated by the Federal ElectionCommission. Such ads are consid-ered "issue advocacy" and are criti-cized by supporters of campaignfinance reform who want sponsorsto identify their donors and activi-ties.Dubke said Americans for JobSecurity plans to air the ads forthree weeks on local television andhas purchased enough time so theaverage viewer will see its message15 times.The group plans to spend $10million during this year's electionseason in 15 to 20 congressionalraces nationwide, he said. In each,it is trying to illustrate its points byusing local issues as examples of acandidate's position on businessmatters.This is an issue we thoughtwould resonate with the citizens ofGreen Bay and Appleton," Dubkesaid. "This is not an issue thatwould be understood in Maine orMontana or Texas."Johnson spokesman Todd Sand-man said he doesn't think it's beingunderstood in northeast Wisconsineither. The lawmaker's Green Bayoffice has received 30 calls sincethe ad first aired Saturday, he said.Fifteen callers were critical ofJohnson, he said, while 10 werecritical of Americans for Job Secu-rity. Five called to say they didn'tknow what to make of the group'smessage but wanted more informa-
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Little Chute enters legal defense pact for Fox River PCB cleanup
LITTLE CHUTE - The VillageBoard voted unanimously Tues-day to join other Heart of the Val-ley municipalities in a jointdefense agreement over PCB dis-charges into the Fox River.The other parties to the agree-ment are Kaukauna, Darboy,

Kimberiy and Combined Locks.The five municipalities are allmembers of the Heart of the Val-ley Metropolitan Sewage District,which may have passed PCBs dis-charged by paper mills into theriver before the nationwide banon the chemicals in 1977.

Tuesday's vote means the vil-lage can now partake in discus-sions on legal strategy with othermunicipalities, and share confi-dential documents.The municipalities face nolegal action now, but could bedrawn in if industries are sued.
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Keep the responsible partiesresponsible for Fox cleanup
Editor, The Post-Crescent:.As a visiting native son of thisarea, I am saddened and angered tosee that the Fox River cleanup stillhasn't begun. 1 left in 1995 .whenthe DNR was planning to removeDeposit A from Little Lake Buttedes Morts. Under the guise of localcontrol, the local politicians areresisting federal efforts, as theydon't want the area to have the stig-ma of being a Superfund site.Wake up and smell the PCBs.There are over 250,000 pounds ofcancer-causing chemicals in thesediment, making swimming in theriver unhealthy and the fish toxic.The Fox Valley has a rate for testic-ular cancer three times the national

average and we wonder why.Gov. Thompson is constantlyheralding responsible citizenship -i.e. no free handouts. When I makea mess, I clean it up. When anindustry makes a mess, it's theirresponsibility to clean it up - notthe taxpayers. Let's keep the wel-fare system for corporations incheck: taxpayers should not bailout multibillion dollar businesseswho made millions in part by pol-luting our river.What kind of message are we giv-ing our children if we don't holdpeople accountable for theiractions? DanKowal,Oshkosh
>t>i»;f%i£>j!l̂ ^

award tor it, other thafl 6eJnjj W'aslde from the other letters. It recog-
nizes good writing, cogent thought and persuasive argument The
same parameters that apply tp at other letters appty to The Silver
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Roger Pitt, outdoors editor
920-993-1000, ext. 281
a mail: PC News@athenet.net

C-10SUNDAY, AUGUST 2,1998

Fox Valley's failure to act is the shame of being Superftind candidate
r i ihe annual warning about eating fishI caught in the Fox River is one of
-1- those reports that is good for a PageI news story no matter how little newinformation it contains.
I often chuckle about how we in the

news media treat it like a breaking event; arevelation that previously had been unre-
ported. It is the same reaction we have
each spring when reports of floodingalong the Wolf River are issued.

People living along the Wolf Riveroften wonder what the fuss is aboutbecause high water is something they livewith and expect each spring. There is nogreat torrent of water, as most peopleenvision a flood, to wash away homes.Instead it is like a bath tub left with thewater running that simply overflows intothe lowlands surrounding many of thecommunities.Fishermen on the Fox River, too, look

at the hazardous fish advisories eachspring in that manner. They are aware ofthe PCBs in the fish.' Big fish are not eat-ing fish for most anglers. Most of the bigones are catch and release or end up onthe wall if the walleye is especially big.Big fish do not taste all that good any-
way they reason.

Dut the PCB issue is no laughing mat-
ter and it has been ignored way too longby way too many people.As stewards of the land and water whoenjoy and use both, we outdoors enthusi-asts can not ignore it any longer.The Fox is a source of commerce andof great value for residents of this area butnobody gets the up close view of it thatthe boaters and fishermen who use it forrecreation.While the experts for hire - likeexperts on opposing sides in a court trial- offered different opinions about the

impact of PCBs at aforum last week, thechemical compound isgenerally regarded asnot good.One side says there islittle proof of harm thatPCBs cause.The other side is say-ing PCBs are like DOTas it builds up in the fatof one species and pass-es up the food chain,wreaking havoc alongthe way. The greatestdanger is how it affectsthe next generation.
We now realize how devastating DOT,which acted in a similar manner, was onour ecology.While no new PCBs have been addedto the Fox River system in years, they are

Post-Crescentoutdoor editor

there from Little Lake Butte des Morts toGreen Bay. Many of the paper mills areblamed as the source and stand to bearthe cost of the cleanup.The fact the PCBs have been undis-turbed is a good thing and a bad thing.The good thing is that for the most partthey are part of the bottom of the riverand basically are not suspended in thewater.
The bad thing is that they are thereand nobody has done anything about h.That fact has not gone unnoticed and isthe reason the Environmental ProtectionAgency has started the clock ticking ondesignating the Fox River a Superftindproject This has caused (reat consterna-tion among the industries and governmentagencies along the river, all except BrownCounty where the currents of the Fox willdeposit most of the PCBs.To prevent being designated a Super-

ftind disaster area, an acceptable plan toclean up the river must be filed with theEPA.This will cost a lot of money, but it isgoing to cost us in one way or another.And that cost could be more than moneyin many ways if PCBs prove to be as dan-gerous to the ecology and humans asDOT was.Many officials decry the stigma ofbeing a Superfund projectSorry, but the stigma is there already. Itis there because we did nothing to remedya problem we have known about for morethan a decade. We (breed the EPA's handon the issue because we failed to actThat is the shame of being on theSuperftind list It points to us as not beingthe stewards of the environment that weshould be._______________
• You can contact Roger Pin by email atPCNews@athena.net
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LETTERSWe afl need to chip in if wewant to see a clean Fox River
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Time is of essenfor Super-fund
Editor, The Post-Crescent:There has been an enormousamount of unfounded skepticismsurrounding the Superfund withregards to cleaning up the Fox Riv-er. It seems that many members ofthe public are unaware of the factthat every year that polluters andthe local government bicker andargue about who should cleanPCBs, the pollution spreads fartherinto Lake Michigan. The local com-munity needs to begin to supportthe Superfund project in order toprovide a timely cleanup operation.Another reason that our com-munity needs to push for a Super-fund cleanup is that with cam-paigns around the corner, our localgovernment wifl likely be strivingtoward a settlement with local pol-luters in order to make it appearthat they are making progress in thecommunity. A settlement with pol-luters would certainly mean com-promising safety regulations forboth humans and wildlife.With all of this in mind it is clearthat Superfund is the best route. Bysimply allowing Superfund thechance to clean up the Fox River,we are all guaranteed a cleanup thatwill provide us with healthy wildlifeand a safe, clean river withoutraised taxes, Nick Van Lanen,/ De Pere



Advisories
for fisli up5 percent
last year
By Bob Vrtale
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - A total of2,299 lakes and rivers across thecountry have some type of •varningposted about the fish swimmingthrough them, according to a tallyfrom the U.S. Environmental Pro-tection Agency.PIC number of fish advisoriesnationwide increased 5 percent lastyear, the EPA said, now covering16.6 percent of the country's lakeacres and 8.2 percent of its rivermiles.Included hi the nationwide totalsare advisories posted on each of theGreat Lakes and on 358 of Wis-consin's inland lakes, rivers andcreeks.

WASHINGTON
frjQTEBOOK

Nationwide, the number of advi-sories issued because of mercury,dioxin and DOT contaminationincreased, while the number ofadvisories issued because of PCBcontamination went down. Thirtynew advisories were issued aroundthe country because of the lattertype of pollution, though, EPAsaid.
Fish advisories include recom-mendations to anglers on howoften fish caught from variouswaters are safe to eat. Toxins suchas mercury or PCBs accumulate infish as they grow larger and oldensome advisories recommend thatpeople simply catch and releasefish instead of consuming them.The EPA now has a site on theInternet that lists all of the advi-sories nationwide. The site can bereached at www.epa.gov/ost/fish.
Budget-cutters: Russ Feingoldand Herb Kohl are the U.S. Sen-ate's best budget-cutters, accordingto a national taxpayer group's rank-ing.
Taxpayers for Common Sense,which calls itself a nonpartisan,independent watchdog group,tracked the votes of members ofCongress on dozens of House andSenate proposals to cut govern-ment spending, subsidies and taxbreaks.
It found Feingold with the Sen-ate's highest ranking, voting frugal-ly on 81 percent of the 32 votes tal-lied. Kohl's ranking was the Sen-ate's second-best at 78 percent.They were the only senators ratedby the group as "taxpayer heroes."The Senate's average was 41 per-cent In the House, it was 40 per--**^CCoai*vr nol~ re/evdHF •* Please see NOTEBOOK, B^5
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! 7/3//f^ LETTERSJFunny, 'all the parties' at meeting left out taxpayers
Editor, The Post-Crescent:'. I read in a newspaper that Wis-consin's governor said he is meetingwith "all the parties" concerning theFox River and the Superfund issue.Was my invitation lost in the mail?My neighbor's invite must be lost,too. Were any citizens of the Fox. Valley invited to the governor's rivermeeting? Whose river is it anyway?Is it the governor's, the paper indus-tries', or is it ours? Why aren't tax-paying citizens included in Tom-my's definition of "all the parties']?. Superfund doesn't present a stig-ma or an image problem. The stig-ma comes from the junk dumpedinto the river, and the image prob-lem comes from all the maneuver-ing to avoid paying for cleaning itup. Forget about hiring lawyers tofight. Use those funds to do somecleaning. That would improve theimage of the river, the industriesand the state tremendously.Cha'iotteArendt,Neenah
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Open up river talks
GREEN BAY — Finally! Our governor has

announced he will be hosting negotiations
regarding Fox River cleanup. After 12 years
of sitting down in Madison, Tommy Thomp-
son has realized that there might be some-
thing wrong with the "pristine" Fox River.

Now our only problem is that Thompson
would not divulge where the meeting would
he or who would be attending. He added that
everyone will attend who "should be there."

That's funny. If he would want credit for
cleaning the river, wouldn't he invite the
media and the public? Certainly a governorwho truly respects and cares for the people of
the state would involve the media and public
m important negotiations, and not hide in .
secret, private places.

However, our governor, who truly deserves '.
the nickname "Toxic Tommy," seems to be
doing everything in his power to avoid clean-ing the Fox. Of course I might even do the
same thing if I was payed $160,000, which is
how much the pulp and paper industry has
donated to Toxic Tommy during the past
seven years.The federal Superfund program, which is
specifically designed to clean up toxic pollut-
ed messes such as the Fox, has been called the"height of Washington arrogance" by Mr.
Toxic Thompson. The only arrogance I can
see is the hypocrisy and ignorance is floating
our way from Madison.

Kyto StraUSS, Green Bay
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toitsplans to
U.S. House mandatesa nationwide halt untilfederal assessmentresults are released
By Bob Vitale
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - The Envi-ronmental Protection Agency hasbeen directed by the U.S. House toshelve any dredging plans until afederal study determines whetherthe practice does harm or good.A fiscal 1999 spending bill ap-proved for the ERA and several out-er federal departments includes adirective to officials that they holdoff on dredging anywhere in thecountry until the National Acade-my of Sciences finishes a study duenext spring.

Environmentalists say the previ-sion would effectively stop EPA
cleanup effortsnationwide untilCongress gives
its go-ahead. Theplan's support-ers, however, say
they dcn't reallyexpect EPA to
heed the warn-ing but wantedit on the record.EPA Admin-istrator CarolBrowner oppos-es the idea,

•rthe —nrcur

river which an agencyspokeswomansaid is being taken "very seriously."It's unclear whether the provi-sion itself, if kept in the final ver-sion of the bill hammered out in aHouse-Senate conference commit-tee, would prompt a veto from Pres- ;ident Clinton, though. EPA's bud- ?get for the next fiscal year is part of "a bill that also includes spending 'for the departments of VeteransAffairs, Housing and Urban Devel-opment and several other agencies.The entire package is one of 13spending bills that make up theannual federal budget.Reps. Torn Petri and Jay John- :son both voted against the bill lateWednesday, but aides said neitherdid so because of the dredging mor-atorium.Johnson opposed the provision Ibecause he doesn't like -policy mat-ters to be included in spendingbills, but spokesman Todd Sand-man said the Green Bay Democratvoted against the entire measure ;

because it spent too little on veter-ans' programs.ooo



Clock is ticking onFox River cleanu
Editor, The Post-Crescent:

I find it very frustrating that somany people along the Fox Riverseem to not care about the PCBs inthe Fox. Or else they are more wor-ried about their taxes than theirchildren's future environment. t"If you're not outraged, you renot paying attention." This state-ment holds very true concerningthe Fox and its PCB problem.We've given the mills 12 years toclean up the Fox. Still, nothingsb.^-i icre. Now that Superfundhi3 • '£-'1 proposed and p-jficomes to shove, the p?.p"r •r.i'.i
and Toxic Tommy are trying towcr< up a negotiation on cleaningthe river so they can avoid Super-fund.

Can we trust the mills and ToxicTommy to take care of the Foxwhen they have to hold meetings inplaces secret to the public about anissue that concerns everyone?Also, how can a DNR official statethat "the federal governmentlacked the speed and flexibility ofstate regulators," (Fox ClockStarts, July 10) when it's been 12years and the state hasn't removedone single PCB from the river.Over this time, an estimated 7,000pounds of PCBs have flowed intothe bay. The state and the mills hadtheir chance, let's not waste anymore time and bring Superfund in!AlisaSwtfka,Green Bay

Scientists seemunclear about Fox
Editor, 77iAfter having attended the Kim-
berly public meeting on PCBs andhealth, I felt your headlines of July

'. . 28 gave a one-sided view of what' was presented at this meeting.
; The following are the things Ifelt were learned from the"experts" at the public presenta-tion: "Restoring the Lower Fox

. River: Perspectives on PCBs andthe Public and Ecological Health"
1. .After exhaustive study, theEPA has has not beer-,ble to come

'••'• to any ,~rm cor,c!iis:on regarding
*[-.; PCBs in the environment and the'r

health effects.
2. Scientists cannot .-iireciiytranslate the information from thelaboratory studies of the effects ofPCBs on animals to their effectson humans.3. When it comes to health risksfrom dangerous chemicals, thoseof PCBs are minimal, compared toalcohol and tobacco.4. Some scientists believe thatthe chemicals in the environment':;; known as "dioxins" are more dan-gerous than PCBs. The dredging ofthe Fox River will not eliminatethem because we are putting moreinto the environment every day. ,Bob Hackinson,Appleton



YOU

Long-dirty
Editor, The Post-Crescent:I am writing in response to thearticles and letters to the editorthat have been written in regard tothe Fox River becoming a Super-fund site. It seems that many peo-ple believe that if the Fox River isnamed a Superfund site, that therewill be a stigma attached with it.In Mr. Wurster's July 15 letter,he says that something of this mag-nitude should rely on facts and nottheories, opinions or emotions.The fact of the matter is, the FoxRiver was polluted, with hundredsof thousands of pounds of PCBsstill contaminating the bottom ofthe Fox River. Aquatic plants andthe animals that feed off of themare still being contaminated and inturn, the fish are not safe forhuman consumption. Do we reallythink that there is not a stigmaattached to the Fox River already?For over 20 years, the state ofWisconsin and the paper compa-nies that make up the Fox RiverGroup have been given the oppor-tunity to clean the Fox River. TheEnvironmental Protection Agencyis not satisfied with the results.Many of the anti-Superfund groupsclaim that too much money will bewasted on litigation with the ERA.If these groups had put their mon-ey into cleaning the river in thefirst place, there would be no needfor an expensive lawsuitI agree with Mr. Wurster thatmore research must be done to dis-cover the best way to clean the FoxRiver. We need to know moreabout how the resurfacing of PCBswill affect aquatic life and publichealth. There is one thing I knowfor certain. I trust the EPA and theDNR to produce better scientificevidence than the Fox RiverGroup, which has an economic in-terest in the results of the research.Stuart Riley,Stevens Point
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PAPER: Future of carbonless is re-evaluated
From Ar1
corporate communications manag-, er. I think what's making this note-worthy at all is that they mentioncarbonless and thermal.*Does it mean Appleton Paperswill be sold? That is an option, butit's one of several options, he said.Others might be AppletonPapers acquiring another company,,creation of a joint venture or nochange at all, he said, and it'sunclear what weight to give eachoption.The Minton statement offers notimetable on when the reassess-ment of the business might bereported on.Van Den Brandt said AWA isalways studying its business to lookfor ways to improve shareholdervalue, but in light of its mention ofcarbonless and thermal, "they may-be looking at that more intently."Appleton Papers, with severalNorth American operations, is theworld's leader in carbonless papersales and a major producer of ther-mal papers. Carbonless is consid-ered a mature product line, withlimited long-term prospectsbecause of technology changes, butits sales remain strong and repre-sent more than 90 percent ofAppleton Papers' revenues. '

Does it mean
Appleton Papers will
be sold? "That is an
option, but it's one
of several options."
Its carbonless sales fell 7 percentin the first six months vs. a year ear-lier, and thermal sales were upslightly amid eroding prices.Appleton Papers has recognizedthe declining long-term prospectsfor its major product.In 1995 it entered the coatedfree-sheet business as a hedgeagainst the day when carbonlesssales will have declined significant-ly. Its coated free-sheet business isgrowing but is a small part of total
Said AWA's report: "In thedeveloping North American(Appleton Papers) coated papersbusiness, volumes increased by12.2 percent and average priceswere stronger..."
It said that although AppletonPapers is aiming for the new busi-ness to be at break-even by year'send, "further significant losseswere incurred in the first half (of

1998)."Minton is taking the long viewon carbonless and thermal papersand what they will contribute tofuture profits.In the short term, the AWAreport said: "Carbonless and ther-mal papers' performance wasaffected by a decline in carbonlessvolumes, lower selling prices inthermal and the rebuilding of threepaper machines."
It said volumes and average

prices were improving, and a break-even 1998 was expected.The AWA report said European
carbonless and thermal problems
stemmed significantly in recent
years from an uncompetitive costbase and a fragmented marketstructure.

AWA's six-month turnovers
(sales) were 1,675.6 million pounds
($2.75 billion), of which AppletonPapers generated about 24 percent,
or just more than 400 millionpounds ($656 million).Appleton Papers employs 4,300in North America, including 2,400
in the Fox Cities. It has been ownedby AWA since 1990, when B.A.T.Industries of the United Kingdom
spun off it and Wiggins Teape ofthe U.K., and the spun-off compa-nies merged with Arjo of France.
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Comment period opens 021 listing oifTo-' _ - I j~ ,»A. -»• T^J
3y 3cb Vitale * / " ''
Post-Crescert Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency is now-accepting comments from the public enits proposal to list the Fox River as a fed-eral Superfund site.The agency gave formal r.ctice cf itsplan in Tuesday's Federal Register, amove that starts a 60-day comment peri-od and a more thorough review of the
river's PCB pollution.

Comments mav be sen before Ssot.23 to:______'__________'
Docket ccordinator, Hesdqucr'srsU.S. EPACERCLA Docket Office(Mail Cede 5201G)
401 M St SWWashington, D.C. 20*50
The agency requests that people sendan original and three copies of the com-ments they wish to submit. It says ail

comments 'viil be considered by thosewho make the Fox Ri^er Superfunc
decision.Thai decision sr -.:_; :c~e in abouta year, although •.':_: E?>. official whoruns the Superfunc r rcgrap. has said hecould delay final action indefinitely ifse^en companies, the WisconsinDepartment cf Natural Resources andme federal agency -: ^.r.t to a voluntary
agreement en ri"er : •eanuo.

Piease see L3T1NG, BACK PAGE

LISTING: Public can comment
From A-1

In addition to mailing Com-ments, people can submit them byelectronic mail to supertund.dock-
et]epa.gov.Comments sent by express mail
should be send to:Docket coordinator, Headquar-ters- U.S. EPA; CERCLA DocketOffice; 1235 Jefferson Davis High-way; Crystal Gateway No. 1, FirstFloor; Arlington, Va.( 22202.The EPA wiU hold meetings toexplain the National Priorities Listprocess and answer questions dur-ing the comment period. Meetingdates and locations will beannounced soon. There will also bemeetings on other lower Fox River

issues.Detailed information on the pro-
posed listing and other lower FoxRiver cleanup issues is available forreview at the Appleton Public
Library, 225 N. Oneida St.; BrownCounty Library, 515 Pine St.,
Green Bay; Kaukauna Public
Library, 111 Main Ave.; OshkoshPublic Library, 106 WashingtonAve.; U.S. Fish and Wildlife ServiceReading Room, 1015 Challenger
Court, Green Bay; and U.S. EPA's
Chicago Records Center, 77 W.
Jackson Blvd.Lower Fox River information is
also posted on the EPA Region 5'sWeb site at http://www.epa.-
gov/regionS/foxriver.



Thompson fotew his
chance at Fox deanup
Editor, The Post-Crescent:

I. rr.v.jt -,e ? . i > \--Ciion ' - ca- . Gov-
ernor for i..-i
Time is up, Tommy.
You had your chance

and blew it.
gotten his motorcycle for themoment, and decided he's seriousabout cleaning up the Fox River.He's been utterly useless for 12years, but now he means business.

Thompson protested EPA's 'Superfund proposal as "the heightof Washington arrogance," becausethe federal government, after yearsof waiting, has said it is ready to dothe cleanup and would like publiccomment on their proposal. Per-haps Thompson doesn't realizethat while the state has wasted 12years playing footsie with the paperindustry, public health has sufferedfrom river pollution. At least thefeds understand what's at stake. ,
Thompson says the state can dothe cleanup "faster and cheaper."But what does this mean? Are wegoing to get a cut-rate, sloppy clean-up that only pleases the paperindustry? Heaven help us. Thepaper industry has given big bucksto Tommy's re-election campaigns.
Thompson said also "the statecan do a better and more efficientjob of cleaning the river without aSuperfund designation." Theoreti-cally, this is true, but where is--. Thompson's proof? The only actionwe've seen has been the result of. pressure from the federal govern-ment Tune is up. Tommy. You hadyour chance and blew it.Robert Schmttz,Green Bay

^.^-.^i-



*-S JLSuperfluid stance
County Board to voteon resolution tonight
By Ed Lowe
Post-Crescent staff writer

OSHKOSH - The WinnebagoCounty Board's Legislative Com-mittee, which last month passed aresolution attacking the proposedSuperfund designation for the Low-er Fox River, revisited the issueMonday, but with less venom thanbefore.With representatives of the U.S.Environmental Protection Agencyand the state Department of Natur-al Resources in attendance, thecommittee tempered its stance,passing a proposal urging the EPAto take a wait-and-see approachwhile a pair of river-dredgingdemonstration projects are com-pleted an analyzed.The vote followed the EPA'sannouncement proposing to addthe 39-mile stretch of river to theNational Priorities List after whatit said was more than a decade ofposturing by state authorities andthe seven companies that will beheld liable for all or part of a mas-sive river cleanup effort.The county board will addressthe resolution tonight.EPA geologist James Hahnen-berg said the agency intends to

have the seven companies -known collectively as the Fox RiverGroup - pay for whatever cleanupprogram is authorized.However, he said, an EPA-ordered cleanup of the river willtake each company's financial sta-tus into account to ensure that nocompany will be forced out of busi-ness by the cost.This came as little comfort to thethree paper company representa-tives in attendance. Of the threeonly Dennis Hultgren, director ofenvironmental and public affairsfor Appleton Papers Inc., voicedhis displeasure, blasting an EPA-approyed dredging project in Man-istique, Mien."If that's a success, I'd like to seewhat a failure looks like," Hultgrensaid. "We believe that project couldhave been done a lot cheaper."That aside, the committee meet-ing was peaceful."The companies have not comeup with an acceptable proposal,"Hahnenberg said afterward. "Wesee the EPA-led Superfund as ameasure of last resort. It's not likewe need the business."The companies in the Fox RiverGroup are P.H. Glatfelter Co.,Riverside Paper Corp., AppletonPapers Inc., Fort James Corp., U.S.Paper Mills Corp., Wisconsin Tis-sue Mills, and NCR Corp., a for-
r. ^ -• * E-T *r "V /
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We cannot find people in the world who do not have PCBs in their bodies'Experts debate harm of PCBs
Wlnnebago County committeetampers stance on Super-fund:For a story, please see 3-2

By Ed Culhane
Post-Crescent staff writer

KIMBERLY - The toxicity of FoxRiver PCBs is not felt by the fish,bird, animal or human who first con-sumes them, a panel of eminent sci-entists said at a public meeting hereMonday.The effect is on their offspring.PCBs and other persistent organicpollutants (POPS) have now spreadthroughout the world. Moving

Some scientists claimPCBs are playing havocwith the Valley's future
around in rivers and lakes, releasedinto the sky and blown by air currentsacross oceans and continents, theyhave infected an entire planet.'We cannot find people in theworld who do not have PCBs in theirbodies," said Theo Colborn, senior

scientist for the World Wildlife Fundand author of the best-selling book,"Our Stolen Future."Colborn's message was that gener-ations of children, especially the chil-dren of the urban poor, may neverrealize their full potential and maysuffer significant harm, if current lev-els of contamination are allowed tocontinue.Two scientists representing the
Please see RIVER, A-7 •

DR. THEO
COLBORN talks
about the health
risks associated
with PCBs for
humans and ani-
mals Monday
night at Liberty
Hall in Kimberty.



RIVER: PCBs playing havoc
with future of the planet
From A-1
Fox River Group, the seven papercompanies who once dischargedPCBs into the Fox River, chal-lenged some of the studies referred
to by Colborn and characterizedthe growing body of scientific andmedical thought surrounding theendocrine-disrupting properties ofthese chemicals as being inconclu-sive."These are all based on hypo-thetical concerns based on animalsgiven high doses of PCBs," said Dr.John Whysner, head of the riskassessment program for the Ameri-can Health Foundation.Whysner said current levels of
PCBs in the Fox River do notthreaten human health. He suggest-ed that while continuing researchinto PCBs is called for, the currentlevel of knowledge is too subtle tosupport large expenditures of pub-lic money. Such money would bebetter spent, he said, educatingpregnant women about the dangersof alcohol and others about thecancer risks posed by cigarettes.Emily Green of the Sierra Club,responding during the public ques-tion period, said she could decidenot to smoke or drink during preg-nancy, But she was not given achoice, she said, about carrying
PCBs in her body.Whysner said studies of GeneralElectric employees exposed to largeamounts of PCBs have uncoveredno increase in the incidence of can-cer.Colborn said she wouldn'texpect that."I am asking GE not to look atthe plant workers," she said. "Goand study their children "Christopher Borgert, presidentof the consulting firm AppliedPharmacology and Toxicology, saidColborn's assertions, and those ofother scientists working in the fieldof endocrine disruption, are contra-dicted by some studies."These theories are built upon
hypothesis," he said.Colborn responded that a grow-ing body of scientific evidence sup-ports the conclusion that PCBsdamage wildlife, disrupt the normaldevelopment of human fetuses,compromise the immune system ofanimals and humans and increasethe risk of cancer in humans."1 am afraid people who repre-sent special interests are alwaysgoing to tell us this is always just ahypothesis," Colborn said.She said that unless scientistsare allowed to test harmful chemi-cals on human subjects, somethingthat will never happen, the theorieswill always be hypothesis. The ques-tion, she said, is whether public pol-

WHYSNER DEROSA
icy will protect future generationsof human children.Panel member Chris De Rosa,director of toxicology for the U.S.Agency for Toxic Substance andDisease Registry, said that as morestudies are being completed, thereis a convergence of results that sup-port the theory of endocrine dis-ruption being advanced by Colbornand others.He said those studies referred toby Borgert failed to comply withrigorous scientific standards. Hesaid that three separate studio, allof physically healthy children ofhealthy mothers, have now shown alink between PCB-contaminatedmothers and children with reducedlearning potential.Coioorn said the connectionbetween certain PCBs, which actlike dioxins. and threats to humanhealth took years to discoverbecause the damage is passed fromone generation to the nextChemicals that might not harma healthy adult, she said, can causedevastating results when they comein contact with a developingembryo.During critical stages hi embry-onic development, certain PCBs(the ones that exist in the river) actlike dioxins, moving through thebody like hormones. Those hor-mones are the body's messengers,Colborn said, and there are cellsthroughout the body geared toreceive messages from one type ofhormone or another.But PCBs can step in and takethe place of the hormone, she said,causing the message to be blocked,partially blocked or changed.And so the chicks of cormorantsand other birds that eat PCBconta-minated fish are born with twistedbeaks, or with other deformities, orthey never make it out of the egg. Inhumans, the children of motherswho regularly ate PCBs in fish areborn with smaller body weight,smaller head size and reducedlearning potential.Colborn said there are • millionmore times the quantity of PCBs inthe body than of these free and nat-ural hormones."The odds are against the natur-al hormones in cases like this,* shesaid. "The other chemicals will getto the receptor first."



LETTERS

You don't see effect of PCBs here because no one has
Editor, The Post^rescent:This letter is in response toCharles Banker's letter to the edi-tor, "PCBs dp not yet pose a physi-cal or financial threat, (July 10). Iwould like to point out some flawsin his letter which only serve toconfuse the issue. His commentthat, "After all, priorto the 1970s, we alldrank the PCB-Jaden water of theriver and theredoesn't seem to beany evidence ofharm to our healthfrom that consump-tion" is an irrespon-sible claim for tworeasons.

First, I would ask ____Mr. Banker to ————please show me the
studies of the Fox River and thestudies of the general populationalong its shores which state thisconclusion. I doubt if he canbecause no such comprehensivestudy has been undertaken. As the

Wisconsin is a
special place, but
I am sorry to

inform you that
we do not have a
special version of
PCBs in our river.

common saying goes, ignorance isno excuse. It is quite obvious thatthere won't be any evidence ofharm if no one has looked for it orattempted to make the correlation.It is true that no studies linkingPCB contamination to humanhealth problems have been donespecifically on thepeople along theFox River. Howev-er, studies havebeen done else-where.
Wisconsin is aspecial place, but Iam sorry to informyou that we do nothave a special ver-sion of PCBs in our____ river. PCBs are thesame and have thesame effects allover the world. I can give you refer-ences to studies published inprominent, peer-review scientificjournals which document theadverse effects of PCBs and otherchlorine-based chemical pollution

- on wildlife and on humanbeings. •Secondly, PCBs in drinkingwater are not the main route ofhuman exposure. PCBs are fat-solu-ble, not water-soluble, and there-
fore build up in the fatty tissues ofthe animals that we eat and bioac-cumulate in the food chain. That isthe reason we have fish advisoriesand not drinking water ladvisories.Sarah Welch,Appleion

fo--
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OUR VIEWS
Dorfi take the creditat the llth hour, governor

ov. Thompson tells us that he's brought many ofi -rthe parties together to discuss the cleanup of theVJ Fox River.That's a good thing.It's wonderful for our state's CEO to do what he can tofacilitate the negotiations between the numerous federalagencies, the state Department of Natural Resources, andthe seven paper companies known as the Fox RiverGroup. The river needs to be ridden of PCBs, but thegroups differ substantially as to the method and the costof the cleanup.Perhaps, in the governor's office in Madison, they canmake some headway on the issues.
For almost the past year or so, we have pleaded withthe parties involved to please, please, please come to thetable with some willingness to negotiate. Time is wasting,and the price isn't getting any cheap-er.And now, Thompson has used hisconsiderable clout to get them to dojust thatYes, that's a good thing.But did we mention that this is anelection year? And did you knowthat Gov. Thompson has been inoffice for 12 years? And where youwondering - as we were - wherethis sudden burst of enthusiasm forthe Fox River has been for the pastdozen years?

That PCBs are hazardous to pub-lic health is not a new fact ThatPCBs are strewn about the 39 milesof the lower Fox is not a new factThe fish advisories have been issuedfor years.The fact is, if the players at the table in Madison -including GOT. Thompson - were so concerned about thequality of the water in the Fox River, this problem couldhave been solved long ago, perhaps at a cost far less thanit will cost today.And it should have.But no, it took the spectre of federal intervention to getthings moving, not the goading of the governor.Yes, we're pleased that at least some talks are underway, and the raster they come to a conclusion, the better.Godspeed to them aD. But there's precious little credit forany of the parties to claim in starting these talks in thellth hour.At the end of the day, they all have to icok in the mirrorand ask themselves why it wasn't handled years ago.
a a a
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OUR VIEWS
Don't take the creditat the llth hour, governor

ov. Thompson tefls us that he's brought many ofttc parties together to discuss the cleanup of theFox River.That's a good thing.It's wonderful for our state's CEO to do what he can tofacflitat* the negotiations between the aumerous federalagencies, the state Department of Natural Resources, andthe seven paper companies known as the Fox RiverGroup. The river needs to be ridden of PCBs, but thegroups differ substantially as to the method and the costof the cleanup.Perhaps, in the governor's office in Madison, they canmake some headway on the Issues.
For almost the past year or so, we have pleaded withthe parties involved to please, please, please come to thetable with some wuTingness to negotiate. Time is wasting.and the price isn't getting any cheap-er.And now, Thompson has used bisconsiderable clout to get them to dojust thatYes, that's a good thing.But did we mention thai this is anelection year? And did you knowthat Gov. Thompson has been inoffice for 12 years? And where youwondering - as we were - wherethis sudden burst of enthusiasm forAt Fox River has been for the pastdozen years?
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RIVER: PCBs playing havoc
with future of the planet
Fox River Group, the seven papercompanies who once dischargedPCBs into the Fro River, chal-lenged some r>f the studies referredto by Colborn and charatteiizodthe growing body of scientific andmedical thought surrounding theendocrine-disrupting propertiet ofthese chemicals as being inconclu-
sive,'These are all based yn hypo-thetical concerns bated on animalsuven high doses of PCBs," sak) Dr.John Wbysner, head of the ri»V.assessment program for the Amer i-tan Health Foundation.Whysntr said current teve!s ofPCB« In the Fcx River do notthreaten human health. He suggest-ed that while continuing researchinto PCBs is called for. the currentlevel of knowledge it too subtle tosupport large expenditures of pub-lic money. Such money would bebetter (pent, he said, educatingpregnant women about the dangersof alcohol and others about thecancer risks posed by cigarettes. 'Emily Green of the Sierra Club,responding during the public ques?tion period, said the could decidenot to smoke or drink during preg-nancy. But sht was not given achoice, she said, abuul cmrylnaPCBs in her body.Whyancr aaid stodic* of GeneralElectric employees exposed to largeamoonta of PCBs have uncoveredno increase in the incidence of can-cer.Colborn taid the wouldn'texpect thai"I am asking GE not to look atthe plant workers,* she said. *Goand study their children."Christopher Borgtrt, presidentof th» contuhmi firm AppliedPh »nnacoto«y and Towcdop, saidCotbom't assertions, and thcue ofother scientists working in the fktdof endocrine disruption, are contra-dicted by some studio.'These theories are bulk uponhypothesis.' he said.Colborn responded that a (row-ing body of scientific evidence sup-ports the conciusion thai PCB*(limagewMHft. disrupt the normaldevelopment of human fetuses,compromise the immune syitam ofanimals and humans and increasethe risk of cancel ro humans."1 am afraid people wbo repre-sent special interest* are alwaysBring to HB ua this is always just ahypothesis." Colborn saidShe said that untoes scientistsart aUowed to test harmful chemi-cals on human subjects, tomethinjthat will never happen, the theorieswill arways be hypotbest. The ques-tion, slw mid, to whether public pol-

icy wrf protect future generationsof human childrenPanel member Chris De Rosa.director of towxfaey for (he U.S.Agency for Toxic Subetanca andDisease Registry, said that at moreitjdiet are being completed, thenis a convergence of results that sup-port the theory of endocrine do-ruption being advanced by Cotoornand others.He said those studies referred toby BtRgert failed to comply* tilthrigorous scientific standard*. Hetaid that three separate studies, attof physically healthy children ofheakhy mothers, have now shown alink beiweei! PCB-contammatodmothers and children with nducedlearning potential.Colborn said the connectionbetween certain PCBt, which artlike dkwinv and threats to humanhealth took yean to discoverbecause the damage b pasted frettiuoegeneraticfi to the nextChemicals that rragfal net hama heakhy adult, she said, can caasedvvacttiir.g rtadts when they comein contact with a developingembryo.During critical stages In titato-' onk development, certain PCfc(the ones that east in tiwrlw) actlike d twins, movtn§ lhrri|h thabody tfw hormone*. Thoat hor-mones are the body's inn Milan iColborn said, and there an cellsthroughout the body geand toreceire racuace* bom one type ofhormone or another.But PCBs can step in and totethe place of the hormone, ska atld.causing the message to be blocked,partiaDy blocked or changed.And so the chides of cormoiaRtsand other birds that eat PCBcbala-minated Rah ate bom wifli taMadbtaks. or wtth other defbrnritJai, orthey never make i out of the cat, Inhumans, the children of moQMnwho rtajUarty at* PCB» hi Mmborn with smaller tody na||M»smaller head sise and ndlooadlearnrag potential,Cofttcm taid tbm are ajnfflhmmore times the quanttjr of PC3stethe body than of these ftaa aad nat-ural honnooes. !The odds are agajost ta* aatur-al bonnonei In casos Kke laV thesaid. The other dmrncakvwft fetto the r«ccpcor fint"
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Fox cleanup talks encouraging,but they should be held in public
That long-stalled talks leading

to cleanup of the Fox River are
once more under way is

encouraging. That they continue to
be secret is disappointing.
Talks on how best to remove an

estimated 70,000 pounds of toxic
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
left in 39 miles of the Fox by paper
recyclers prior to the 1970s broke off
last November.

On July 9, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency took the first step
toward making the river a federal
Superfund site. That would allow
EPA to clean up the Fox and bill
river users, primarily seven paper
mills, for the cost.The mills, Gov. Tommy Thompson
and most riverbank local govern-
ments oppose the Superfund desig-
nation. They say local settlementand cleanup will be better than U.S.
intervention that is likely to be slow,
costly and laden with unnecessary
litigation. The EPA says it won't
label the river a Superfund site if it
soon sees positive steps toward a
local settlement.
The meetings Thompson called

Wednesday in Madison could pro-

duce that kind of action. DNR
Secretary George Meyer said, "It
was a very good meeting and clearly
the issues were advanced."

We hope so. But we don't like tak-
ing Meyer's word for it. We would
much rather be able to report who
said what at open sessions and let
the public decide if progress is being
made and. if it isn't, where the prob-
lem is.
Obviously, the mills, state and fed-

eral agencies and Indian tribes privy
to the discussions prefer secret talks.
But the river is public, not private,

property. What has been done to the
river and what will happen to it is as
important a public issue as any in
Northeastern Wisconsin.
The governor and tribal leaders such

as Oneida's Debbie Doxtator, who
attended Wednesday's meeting, are
elected officials. Staff members of the
DNR, EPA and U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service are public employees. Some of
the mills are corporations whose stock
is traded publicly.

We hope the talks produce
progress that will lead to a local
cleanup of the Fox: But public issues
must be discussed in public.

\



terteideal won'tstaveSuperfund
Parties encouraged atprogress of Fox River icleanup talks, but afinal solution remainsdown the road = i»%—————— .-f/^i 'By Doug irickson \ [
Post-Crescent staff writer

A possible interim deal amongthe parties involved in the Fox Riv- ;er cleanup would be a step forward ••but not the ultimate settlement :

needed to avoid a Superfund decla-ration, officials with the U.S. Envi-ronmental Protection Agency said
Friday.A final settlement, if one couldbe agreed upon, likely would notcome until afterthe state Depart-ment of NaturalResources andthe EPA con-chide a remedialinvestigation andfeasibility study,said Bri Bill, anEPA spokes-

nyer
That study,called an RI/FS,will look at allpossible cleanupoptions and in-clude the EPA'spreferred reme-dy. It is not expected to be finalizeduntil at least December."It's very difficult for parties tonegotiate a comprehensive settle-ment when remedies can rangefrom no action to hundreds of mil-lions of dollars," said BflL "Untilwe have a proposed remedy, it'svery difficult to pin down a dollar

amount"Gov. Tommy Thompson metwith state, federal, tribal and papermill industry officials Thursday.The EPA was represented at thatmeeting by David UDrich, actingadministrator for Region 5.
Please see RIVER, A-6

: An interim deal won't
settle long-term negotiations
From A-1

Afterward, George Meyer, secre-tary of the state Department ofNatural Resources, said an interimdeal could be announced in thenext two weeks, raising hopes thatthe parties are nearing agreementon major issues.EPA spokesman Mick Hans said; the meetingwas a good signbut that a finals e t t l e m e n tdoes not lookimminent."Most likely,a major cpm-p r e h e n s i v ea g r e e m e n twould follow
to RI/FS," hesaid. "Butthat's not to saythere aren'tmany
points to agree1 1 1 1 "" ' "' ''" """' • upon in theinterim."State officials have been tight-lipped as to what an interim dealmight cover. Hypothetically, itcould identify PCB hot spots inaddition to the two dredgingdemonstration projects that needcleaning up in the Fox River, Hanssaid."There are other spots thateveryone agrees are hot spots, thateveryone agrees need some atten-tion," he said. "There's no reasonthey can't agree on some of thatright away."Also, an interim deal couldaddress what percent of thecleanup each paper mill is respon-sible for, Bill said.An interim deal would not delaythe established Superfund timeline, she said."The idea of some interim workwould just be to keep the partiestalking and moving forward on a

cleanup," Bill said.
The EPA has proposed placingthe Fox River en the Superfund listbecause of the presence of pcly-chlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). Themanmade chemicals are suspectedcarcinogens discharged into the riv-er by paper mills in the 1950sthrough the 1970s.
Seven companies, known collec-tively as the Fox River Group, havebeen identified as potentiallyresponsible parties.
The EPA plans to publish itsintent Monday of adding the Fox tothe Superfund list. Bill said. Thatwould initiate a 60-day period forpublic comment It usually takes atleast six months to two years for asite to formally be declared a Super-fund site, Bill said.The EPA repeatedly has said itwill consider a negotiated settle-ment with the Fox River Groupthat would eliminate the need for aSuperfund listing.Both Hans and Bill said they areencouraged by Thursday's meeting."Maybe there weren't any giantdecisions made, but it was good toget the ball rolling again," Bill said.On a related river cleanup issue,the EPA announced Thursday thata study shows PCBs in New York'sHudson River are apparently leach-ing into the water, not becomingharmlessly imbedded in the sflt onthe bottom.The Hudson River, along withthe Housatonic River in Massachu-setts, is the subject of cleanupissues similar to the Fox River's.Hans said it is too early to spec-ulate how that study could affectthe Fox River cleanup."All three rivers have very site-specific issues, but there obviouslyare some common issues." Hanssaid. "Certainly, if something ishappening in one of the threerivers, we'll be trying to learn fromwhat everyone else is learning."
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GOOD MEETING: I attended'Tuesday's public informationalmeeting regarding the Fox RiverSuperfund project and found itvery informative. I encourage oth-ers to attend such meetings. Inkeeping an open mind, I would liketo hear the other side of the story.Does anyone know when the FoxRiver Group paper mills are hav-ing their open fcrum to explain
their course of action?Margaret Klose,Appleton
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Comment
Monday on Superfund
By Bob Vitale
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - The clockstarts ticking Monday on the Envi-ronmental Protection Agency'sreview of the Fox River as a poten-tial Superfund site.The agency will officially makeits proposal to take greater controlof river cleanup in Monday's Fed-eral Register, a formality that setsinto motion a 60day public-com-ment period and a six-monthagency review.The Fox River is one of 14 sitesaround the country EPA is puttingunder consideration for the Super-fund program's National Prioritieslist It's easily the largest Othersinclude a dump in New Jersey, arefinery in Illinois and industrialsites in California, Louisiana andNew York.

More thantwo weeks ago,the agencyinformed stateofficials andnortheast Wis-consin's mem-bers of Con-gress that itwould take theaction as a wayto sPeed UPlong-delayedtalks on volun-tary cleanupwith the sevenarea companiesresponsible for decades of PCB dis-charges into the river.A Superfund listing would allowEPA to come up with c'janupplans on its own and force:.- - com-panies to pick up the cos;. •'; "rialsat the agency have vowed. :• .ver,

that the Wisconsin Department of,'.Natural Resources would continue % -•to play the lead role in efforts. H-":State officials and environmen- *-~talists have said privately that they . •.'•think the agency is taking its actionas a way to add pressure for a vol-untary plan.The listing in Monday's FederalRegister, the government's daily logof activities and plans, is not a finalaction. EPA will take up to a year tomake its decision whether actuallyto add the Fox to the Superfundlist and the program's top official ;• ;has said he could put it on hold • ~:-indefinitely if talks with the compa-nies progress._____________
• To comment on the proposedSuperfund site write: Docket Coordi-nator; U.S. EPA Headquarters CER-CLA Docket Office,- Mail Code5201G; 401 M St. SW; Washington,B.C. 20460

\
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River PCBs alreadyare being stirred
Editor, The Post-CrescentLately I have become aware ofthe many testimonies arguingagainst the designation of the FoxRiver as a Superfund site. Thesetestimonies claim that Superfundcould make the river worse by call-ing for the removal of PCBs whichmay become "stirred up" andresuspended in the river as a resultIt is believed that the PCBs shouldbe left undisturbed in the riverburied under what is thought to be"clean sediment".However, many of these testi-monies are incomplete. PCBs inthe Fox River are not buried underlayers of "clean sediment" Rather,they are exposed to the water andflow freely with the river current,affecting fish, ducks, and even hu-mans.Many oppose removal of PCBsand the designation of the Fox as aSuperfund site because it would en-tail possible resuspension of PCBswhen the sediment is removed.

However, many are not aware thatwhen a large rainstorm hits thearea, PCBs lying in the river mudare icsuspended in the wake natu-rally. Removal of PCBs by dredgingwould also stir up some sedimentbut the effects would be minimaland temporary.If the PCBs are not removed andSuperfund is rejected, then thePCB problem will remain, affectingfish wildlife and possibly humans.In the long run it is better toremove the PCBs and deal with thetemporary impact before theyreach Green Bay where they will benearly impossible to retrieve.Katie Buyze,Green Bay
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OUR VIEWS
it's your duty to let your voicebe heard on Fox cleanup
T T Thatever happened to an informed and participate-\/\/ ry citizenry? Whatever happened to the deep con-T T cern of Fox Citians about the Fox River?It's hard to say where that feeling went. This newspaperstill receives letters and occasional "It's Your Call" phonesubmissions on the subject of Fox River cleanup, and wewere under the impression that this was a hot topic in theliving rooms and restaurants and offices of the area.But on Monday night only 18 people spoke at an Out-agamie County public hearing on the subject. More thanhalf of them were from outside the county."It always bothers me when people come from beyondour borders and tell us wh?* to do," said County BoardChairman Marvin Fox.
That bothers us, too, Mr. Fox, but the lack of participa-tion by people within our borders - our neighbors - isconsiderably more bothersome to us. That says that peo-ple either didn't know or didn't care enough about thefuture of their area to attend the meeting and let their voic-es be heard.Perhaps if a DNR meeting on deer-hunting rules hadbeen piggybacked onto Monday's meeting, we would haveseen a hrger, more passionate crowd.We know, we know. That's a bit snide. But not only isthe lack of public participation a disappointing develop-ment, but it shows how far we have to come to teach eachother about the PCB problem in the Fox. It is a very seri-ous problem, and the financial and environmental aspectswill shape this area's growth for many years to come.The choice for citizens is very simple: You can either bepart of the cleanup solution, or you can ignore the processof finding a cleanup solution and complain about whatothers had the courage to do.



The choice for citizens is very simple: You can either bepart of the cleanup solution, or you can ignore the processof finding a cleanup solution and complain about whatothers had the courage to do.
In our opinion, the most important issue in this debateis the public's health, and that hinges on the health of theFox River, which annually contributes 70 percent of thePCBs to Green Bay and Lake Michigan. This is not ji^t aFox River Valley issue; it is a regional issue.Determining the method of cleanup - dredging, cap-ping and doing nothing seem to be the most likely choices- is the most contentious part of the debate. Each has afinancial and environmental price.Also, the potential intervention of the EnvironmentalProtection Agency's Superfund project has many civic andbusiness leaders worried about the residual effect, whilesome environmentalists suggest that Superfund is a must,if we are tru|y concerned about the river's health.The decision will be made relatively soon, and theopportunities for public input are dwindling. If you failedto see our notice of Monday's meeting, we promise to do abetter job of making them easier to Find.But then we urge you to take advantage of the opportu-nity to listen and speak.Be a part of the future of the Fox River Vaiiey. It's yourhome.

CONTACT YOUR LAWMAKERS
Gov. Tommy ThompsonP.O. Box 7863Madison, Wl 53707

608-266-1212wisgov@mail.state.WKUs
Sen. Heft Kohl330 Hart Senate Office Bldg.Washington, D.C. 20510202-2245653920-738-1640 (Appteton)Senator_kohl@kohl.senate.gov

San. Russ Feingold716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.Washington. D.C. 20510
202-224-5323920465-7503 (Green Bay)Russell_Feingold@feingokj.S3ne1e.gov

Rep. Jay Johnson1313 Longworth House Bldg.Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-5665

920-731-7586 (Appleton)JayJohnson@mail.house.gov

Rep. Tom Potri
2262 Raybum Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

202-225-2476
800-242-4883 (Fond du Lac)
Tompetri@hr.house.gcN



Outagainie Countysupervisors delayvote on Superfund
M *

SUPEHFUND: Board decides towait until July for decision

By Judy Williams
Post-Crescent staff writer

Opinion was split among Outagainie County Boardsupervisors Tuesday on whether to act immediately ona resolution opposing federal involvement in the FoxRiver cleanup effort or to hold off until the next boardmeeting.In the end, the board decided to wait until a Julymeeting to deliberate the issue.Some supervisors wanted to pass the resolutionimmediately opposing the U.S. Environmental Protec-tion Agency's designation of the Fox River as a Super-fund Priority Site because of high concentrations ofporychlorinated biphenyls, suspected carcinogens."My whole concern is the economy of the FoxCities," said Supv. Alan Schmidt, who conceded thatwhat the board does probably would not affect the fed-eral agency's decision whether to declare the river aSuperfund site. "But I think it's important that we tellthe federal government what we want" • •: •
Please see SUPERFUND M

From B-1
PC os are man-made. long-last-

ing chemicals used in the manufac-
ture of some kinds of paper. PCBs
are thought to cause deformities insome wildlife and cancer in somehumans.

Some supervisors argued for tak-ing time to get more facts beforedeciding.Supv. Mark McAndrews said theboard should duplicate its actionswhen supervisors opposed theCrandon mine."We took a long time on that,"said McAndrews. "We heard allsides of the story before making adecision."Several supervisors said they hadbeen disappointed in the lowturnout at Monday's public hear-ing, where they waited to get Out-agamie County residents' opinionsabout EPA involvement in thecleanup effortParticularly disappointing, theysaid, was the absence of anyonefrom any of the seven paper com-panies implicated in creating thepollution.At Tuesday's board meeting.Dennis Hultgren, representingAppleton Papers Inc., one of theseven, did speak before the boardsent the resolution back to commit-tee.Hultgren told the board that thepaper companies are working onremediating the PCB problem inthe river and had spent much mon-ey on the effort."The companies are going tostep forward and do somethingabout this," he said.He chastised the EPA for havinga history of wasting money. About60% of the funds the EPA spendsgo into litigation costs, he said.Hultgren urged the board to acton the resolution Tuesday. "Julywill be too late," he said.Appleton Papers' 2,400 employ-ees are concerned about their jobsif the EPA comes in and forces the

companies to spend enormcu:
amounts of money on the clean-up,
Hi'ltgren said.

"We don't mind federal over-
sight, but we can handle the prob-
lem here," he said.

Hultgren's appearance con-
vinced Supv. Clifford Sanderfoot
that he was ready to vote on the
proposed resolution.

"I felt as though we didn't have
the facts," he said of Monday's pub-
lic hearing and the absence of
paper company representatives. "I
felt the paper companies didn't
have their say. Now I feel they had
at least part of their say."

Supv. Lloyd Kloehn argued for
delay, saying the public hearing was
not very informative about the
issue.

"We didn't get the facts last
night We got opinions," he said.
"Last night we got exactly nothing."

Outagamie County Executive,-
James Schuette said he was disap
pointed that no paper company"
representatives had been at the
public hearing to answer questions,
but he also was "somewhat disap-
pointed by the attendance of the
board."

Fifteen supervisors skipped the
public hearing, he said, even
though the vote to hold it had been
unanimous.

Several supervisors wanted to
wait with a decision because The
Post-Crescent had reported the
board would consider the resolu-
tion at the July 14 meeting and,
they said, that's when people
expect it and may attend to com-
ment

Board Chairman Marvin Fox
said the published date was an
apparent misunderstanding be-
tween him and a reporter.
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Swimming
with PCBs

_ __ Poaf-CMjauart &**» by Otr Pomgra

1?"!^!*** PRESCOTT- "eft, and Jose Pica, both of Milwaukee, dangers of PCBs in fish taken from the river. Above, The Sier-bait m«r lines for catchir atfish in the Fox River in De Pere ra dub is posting 50-100 signs along the rive, alerting fist ,w-
wmte a press conference goes on behind them warning of the men to the healfi acMsory.

Fish advisories not catching public attention
By Nathan Orm*
PowOwMrt tuft witter

DE PERE - Eric Uram, director of theSierra Club's Clean Water Safe Fish project,issued a warning to Fox Valley seafoodlovers Monday: Eating too many fish fromthe Fox River could be hazardous to yourhealth.As Uram uttered these words, Al Tim-merman of Green Bay sat 50 yards behindhim, fishing pole in hand."There's a lot of those warnings," Tim-merman said. "That don't mean a lot"That's not what the groups supporting thewarnings are saying. Uram was in VoyageurPark on behalf of the Sierra Club, theWbvconsin Sportfishing Council, the BrownCounty Health Department and others tolet people know about the effects river pd-

lution is having on the fish and people whoeat them.He began posting big, bright yellow warn-ing signs in the park and he said he wiO post50-100 such signs in parks with public fish-ing access. The signs show a picture of a fishflanked by a fork and knife posing the ques-tion, 'Is Your Catch Safe?"According to data released by WisconsinDivision of Health and the state Depart-ment of Natural Resources, there are fishfrom the river that are safe in small amountsand some that should not be eaten at all.Fish in the Fox River have been exposed topolychlorinated bipnenyis (PCBs) dumpedat waste into the water and there has beenan advisory against eating the fish since
BhiegiO, rock bass or yellow perch of anysize, for example, are safe to eat once a

month, according to the state.Walleye and sheepahead, on the otherhand, are safe once a month if they aresmaller than 10 inches, but should not beeaten if they are longer than 13 inches.Size is a factor, Uram said, because pollu-tants that get into fish typically reside in thefatty tissue. The larger and the older the fish,the mere fatty tissue.Part of the reason it is difficult to warnpeople of the dangers, Uram said, is thatthere is no way to isolate these pollutants asthe root cause of any medical problems.What they do have, be said, is "weighted evi-dence" that link them to learning disabili-ties, affecting 10 by about six points andmaking it more difficult to read"We know what the health risks are,"
Pt*9896 806 FttHf B-6
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Siver cleanup
Governor convenes
parties to discuss aresolution to the
river's PCB pollution
By Cliff Milr -
Post-'"-" - -• - •".*

MADl iw .N - Uov. TummyThompson was upbeat but tight-lipped after meeting more than 90minutes Thursday with federal,state and tribal officials and papermill representatives to discuss theFox River cleanup in the aftermathof federal moves to declare the riv-er a Superfund site. Thomp sontold The Post-Crescent the dis-cussions were"positive - bet-ter than posi-tive," as he ges-tured upwardwith a thumb.The discussions"did more thanlay the ground-work" for a solu-tion to the com-plex and contro-_______ versial issues.""*""—^~" "We madebetter progress than I thought (pos-sible), he said.He declined to go into detailHe issued a printed statementsaying he met with federal, stateand tribal officials "to discuss howbest to keep cleanup on the FoxRiver moving forward while a com-prehensive settlement is negotiat-ed"The statement added, "The gov-ernor has spoken with the com-
Please see RIVER, BACK PAGE

meet withThomspon
From A-1
panics about this proposal and saysprogress was made."'There will be additional discus-sions in the coming days that theparties hope will lead to an agree-ment," the statement concluded.Thompson told a reporter dates forfurther meetings were not setThe statement said his discus-sion of moving ahead with cleanupwhile negotiating an agreementincluded representatives of the 'stale Department of NaturalResources, Menominee and Onei-J.i tribes, the U.S. Fish andWildlifeSc r\ ice ,md ihe U.S. Environmen-•? ' • •" •- -\.:»ncy.[p. , .: :v • Ja'.'ed the discus-sions in response to the EPA'srecent declaration of intent to placethe river on the Superfund listThe EPA is holding seven com-panies known as the Fox RiverGroup responsible for the dis-charge of PCBs - poiychJorinatedbiphenyts - into the river beforethe chemical, a suspected carcino-gen, was outlawed in the 1970s.PCBs are long-lasting, syntheticchemicals used in the manufactureof carbonless paper.The announcement of a possibleSuperfund designation for the 39miles of the Lower Fox piompted aflood of official objections fromFox Valley governmental bodies,the state, paper industry and otherswho argue that Superfund designa-tion could be economically devas-tating while delaying cleanup.The closed-door discussionsapparently were held in two sepa-rate areas of the governor's officesuite, in Thompson's personaloffice and the large Executive Con-ference Room nearby.It appeared the paper mfll offi-cials may have been in the fover-nor's office and the other parties inthe conference room.Lt <3ov. Scott McCaDum abowis present He described the staleand federal agencies and tribal rep-resentatives as being on one side ofthe issue and the seven paper com-panies the EPA is holding responsi-ble for the PCB conttrmnatkm onthe other.One paper company executiverefused a reporters request forcomment, saying only that the gov-ernor would have a statementThe companies in the Fox RiverGroup are P.M. GlatfeHer Co,Riverside Paper Corp, AppletonPapers Inc., Fort James Corp, US.Paper Mills Corp., Wisconsin Tis-sue Mills, and NCR Corp, a for-mer owner of Appleton Papers.
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Superfund draws little
By Judy Williams
Post-Crescent staff writer

The turnout for Outagamie County'spublic hearing Monday on Fox Rivercleanup was disappointingly small.On top of that," half of the 18 peoplewho testified were not even from thecounty."It always bothers me when peoplecome from beyond our borders and tellus what to do," said County Board Chair-man Marvin Fox.Board members had scheduled thehearing to learn whether county residentsfavor or oppose involvement of the U.S.

As Fox River cleanupdecision looms, only halfof a disappointing crowdat Outagamie Countygathering are even from
the county

Environmental Protection Agency in a
Fox River cleanup effort.They learned that environmentalgroups turn out in force but few other cit-izens are motivated to turn out at all.

The board is considering whether topass a resolution opposing the designa-tion of the river as a Superfund PrioritySite, which would give the EPA authorityto direct the effort to remove polychlori-nated biphenyls from the sediment on thebottom of the river.PCBs are long-lasting, man-madechemicals used in electrical equipmentand the manufacture of carbonless paper.They have been linked to deformities inwild animals and increased risks of can-cer in humans.Half of the people testifying at Mon-
Please see CLEANUP, BACK PAGE

LAURIE
STERNHAGEN,
Outagamie •
County Board *
supervisor, aste
a question at '•".
Monday's meet-
ing about the
PCS cleanup
process.
Posl-Cfe*cent photo
by Sharon CokaOa
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CLEANUP: Superfund issue draws little interest in Outagamie
From A-1
day's hearing identified a connec-tion with one; of two environmental
groups, the Clean Water Action
("(Hindi, based in (ireen Bay, and
( i r ea t Lakes United, a ISO-group
coal it ion dedicated {a restoring the
ecosystem of (lie Great Lakes.

One pe iMMI came from as Car
away as Ontario. Canada, and
another from Buffalo, N.Y. Allfavored EPA involvement as thebest solution for getting the PCBcontamination out of the river.Several residents not identifiedwith environmental groups alsotold the board they want the EPAinvolved because they think noth-ing will get done if it is left up to thepaper companies to clean up themess."It seems like nothing happensunless somebody blinks, or unlesswe have a new party at the table, orunless the PCBs magically disap-pear, and I don't think that's going
to happen," said Sharon Doerkof ofAppleton.

The Fox River PCB issue"smacks to me a little bit like cam-
paign financing," with a lot of mon-
e\ being thrown at it and slick
\ideos being produced, said Tom
Kces of Neenah.

Koes called the board's resolu-
tion flawed. "Lei's get the process

Post-Crescent photo by Sharon Cekada
APPLETON BUSINESSMAN
Russ Hanson speaks Monday in
favor of a resolution opposing
designation of the Fox River as a
Superfund site.

started," he urged. "We all knowthere's going to be litigation any-way."James Parker, Appleton, calledthe EPA "a lousy choice" but said
the other choice - leaving it up to
the paper companies - is worse.

"You're faced with the choice oftwo undesirable choices," he said.Several residents spoke againstthe Fox River being designated as a
Superfund site.Appleton businessman Russ
Hanson was one of them . He
acknowledges there is a water prob-
lem but said if the EPA conies intothe area, the economic and educa-
tional impacts would be disastrous."We need to approach this witha certain amount of rationality. Weneed to approach this with a cer-tain amount of urgency," said Han-son. ,"B^ the last thing we need is" to brjng new technology here that'snevir bwn triedBefore."Don Churchill, Appleton, alsowants the solution kept in thehands of local governments andcompanies, and he asked the boardto hold off on making a decision onthe resolution.Thorn Ciske, vice president ofgovernment affairs for the FoxCities Chamber of Commerce andIndustry, also opposes EPA involve-ment, but he asked the board not todelay formally opposing Superfunddesignation for the river."If you prolong this, if you con-tinue to wait, the Environmental
Protection Agency will take this out
of your hands, and that I tlndfrightening," he said. "It's impor-
tant to be on record one wav or

another. '
Curt Andersen, president of the

Clean Water Action Counci l ,accused the paper companies of
lying when they claim to have spent
hundreds of thousands of dollars
on getting the cleanup effort start
ed. The money has been .spent only
on public relations efforts, he said.

"Don't think those paper compa-
nies didn't know this stuff is dan-
gerous?" said Andersen. "Theyknew it in the '30s."Rebecca Raters, Clean WaterAction Council executive director,said EPA involvement should beviewed as "a blessing," not "a nega-tive."Katers asked the board not to
rush to pass a negative resolution,saying the EPA sets aside a 60-day
comment period before officiallydesignating Superfund sites. She
urged more public discussion
before making a decision.

Fox said he had hoped more
local residents would attend the
meeting and share their opinions.Fox also had expected some rep-resentatives from the seven compa-
nies being implicated in the river
pollution to come to testify. None
did.

Hie resolution is expected to be
on the Count\ Board's auenda Jul>
14



No time to lose withSuperfund status
Editor, The Post-Crescent:Those who are trying to stop theFox River from getting Superfundstatus are only "muddying up thewaters." No joking intendedbecause this has very serious conse-quences if the PCBs are not dealtwith, in the correct way.If the DNR and EPA agree thatit's best to leave the PCBs wherethey are, I can live with that judg-ment more than the judgment ofcompanies that caused the problemin the first place.The only question that the Out-agamie County Board and_FoxCities should be asking is "Will youhelp?" with the expertise and the
funding.Just remember, PCBs are gettingin the fish and the food chain now,so let's get the waters cleaned up as
soon as possible.M-l Iff'- John Baum,

* __
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LITTLE CHUTE President John Rooyakers signs his name to held at Riverside Park in Kaukauna. Behind him are leaders of
the anti-Superfund resolution Wednesday during a ceremony other Fox Valley cities.

.3

Leaders of Fox Valley communities resolve
to get matters moving on the river cleanup&

By Pete Bach
Post-Crescent staff writer

KAUKAUNA - So the FoxRiver needs a cleanup.But how clean is clean?To more than one communityleader, such basic considera-tions are a major point of con-tention in the debate raging overPCB removal."How do you get them out?How do you clean them up?How clean is clean? Once thatquestion is answered then youcan start attaching price tags toit," said Appleton Mayor Timo-

thy Hanna.Hanna and others fieldedquestions following the signingWednesday of a joint resolutionaimed at getting state and feder-al regulatory agencies to settletheir differences with the sevenindustries held responsible forthe discharge of toxic polychlo-rinated biphenyls.The measure, signed by ninelocal government entities, callsfor proceeding expeditiouslywith two dredging demonstra-tion projects and doing so with-out resorting to designation ofthe 39-mile stretch of river from

Neenah to Green Bay as aSuperfiind she.Hanna said the federal Envi-ronmental Protection Agencyshould spearhead either a medi-ation or negotiating effortbetween parties.Two weeks ago, EPA took thefirst formal step toward desig-nating the stretch as a Super-fund she, but the time period forpublic comment is only starting.A negotiated strategy for volun-tary cleanup could avert Super-fund status, which communitiessee as a litigious and counter-productive sohitkm.

Bolstering Hanna's views was
Neenah Mayor Kenneth Har-wood, who alluded to a majoreconomic problem."You have unlimited
resources to remove the sludge.
Eventually that money comes
out of our economy," he said."Regardless of how you word
this, the bottom line is those sev-en primary responsible partiesare employers in our communi-ties and that money comes out
of our pockets. We need to know
how much is coining out so wecan plan for the future."

By Bob Vftale
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - The U.S.House has delayed considera-tion of a plan to stop federaldredging efforts around the.fjcoiintry.
vjJ Lawma'ters VKn to take. UPv"*The proposed moratorium latelast week but instead took up aspending bill for the Depart-ment of Interior. This week, theyhave continued debating thatbill, as well as proposals for canv

paign finance refprm, class-action lawsuit rules and most-favored-nation trade status forChina.The temporary ban on dredg-ing, pushed by Rep. GeraldSolomon, R-N.Y, is containedin a bill to fund the Environ-mental Protection Agency andseveral other federal agenciesthrough fiscal 1999. It will gobefore lawmakers after the otherissues.It calls on EPA to undertakeno dredging efforts - being

considered to remove PCBsfrom the Hudson River inSolomon's part of New Yorkstate - untfl the National Acad-emy of Sciences completes astudy on the merits and draw-backs of the practice.The study fa scheduled to becompleted by April 1999. butenvironmentalists argue thatlawmakers will be able to stopdredging far as long as they wantbecause Congress must analyzethe results before EPA can moveforward.

EPA officials have said
they're not sure how the plan
would affect other contaminated
waters. Dredging has long beenconsidered an option for getting
PCBs out of the Fox River, eventhough cleanup still could be
years away.The federal agency has just
proposed listing the Fox as anational Superfund site, a movethat would give it greater controlover when and how the river is
cleaned, however.
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* US. House delays considerationof plans to stop federal dredgingefforts around the country: «•• B-l
# Signing ceremony for Fox Riverresolution: tea B-l

By Judy Williams
PoetCfeecant «tafl writer

Gov. Tommy Thompson said he is meet-ing today with "all the parties" involved inthe controversy surrounding the Fox Rivercleanup and potential designation as aSuperftrod site.During «n appearance in Appleton Wed-nesday. Thompson said he if meeting with"lots" of parties, but would not identify whothey were or which organizations they rep-resentHe confirmed that some of the partici-pants would be the U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency, Wisconsin Departmentof Natural Resources and the Fox River

Governor says he is meeting with key partiesinvolved in the controversial Fox River cleanup, butwon't divulge where the summit is taking place
Group, a consortium of seven paper com-panies the EPA is holding responsible forcoats of cleaning up polychlorinated bi-phenyls that arc in the rivers sedimentThompson said the meeting wasarranged at his initiative &id he would bepersonally involved in the negotiations.When asked if he was confident anagreement could be reached with the papercompanies that would protect the river

from being declared a Supertund site, thegovernor said he wouldn't know until aftertoday's negotiating session.Thompson also would not divulge wherethe meeting is taking place because, "If Itold you, you'd probably show up," he toldreporters.Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) arelong-lasting, man-made chemicals used inelectrical equipment and in the manufac-

ture of carbonless pap-ers.PCBs cling to soilparticles in the riverand are slowly re-leased into the aq-uatic environmentwhere they accumu-late in fish andmove up the foodchain. They havebeen linked to de-formities in wildanimals, increas-ed risk of cancer in humans and develop-mental problems in the children of motherswho eat contaminated fish.

GOV. THOMPSON
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Monday night meeting to focus on effects of PGBs
A public meeting on the healthrisks posed by PCDs in the FoxRiver will feature Theo Colborn,senior scientist with the WorldWildlife Fund and author of thebcsl-selling book, "Our StolenFuture."'Hie meeting - scheduled for 7p.m. Monday at Lilxsrty Hall inKitnbcrly - is sponsored by theU.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency, which has proposed the

Fox River for the nation's Super-fund list Other sponsors includethe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviceand the Menomince and OneidaIndian nations.Colborn's book raises con-cerns about the health effects ofmanmade chemicals to an alarm-ing level, arguing that certain syn-thetics, called endocrine dis-rupters, may be interfering withthe hormones that control and

regulate growth, health andbehavior in wildlife and humans.Colborn argues that dioxins,PCBs and other persistent envi-ronmental contaminants lead tobirth defects, problems of sexualdevelopment, breast cancer, pro-state cancer, and mental prob-lems like attention deficit disor-der and reduced IQ.Supporters, including VicePresident Al Gore, have com-

pared Colborn's book to RachelCarson's "Silent Spring" whichled to bans on pesticides in the1970s. Critics have called it"hypothesis disgujsed as fact."Other speakers are Chris DeRosa, director of toxicology forthe U.S. Agency for Toxic Sub-stances and Disease Registry, andDonald Tillitt, an environmentalresearcher with the U.S. Geologi-cal Survey.
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W
e are encouraged, but not overwhelmed by theturnout'of interested citizens at Tuesday's FoxRiver cleanup meeting at Lawrence University. .Approximately 150 people showed up to question repre-sentatives from the Environmental Pro-tection Agency, the state Department ofNatural Resources and RemediationTechnology about various aspects of theproposed removal of PCBs from thebed of the Fox. Remediation Technolo-gy is a consultant hired by the DNR,and paid by the EPA, to assess the mat-

ter. If you missed Tuesday's meeting, a
forum to discuss public health matters with regard to FoxRiver cleanup wQl be held next Monday, 7 p.m., at LibertyHall, 800 Eisenhower Drive, Kimberly. A series of speak-ers, representing different views and expertise, will discusscurrent scientific perspectives on human health and eco-logical effects associated with PCB exposure.We encourage your attendance and your participation.

wer

u.
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frrim A-1
• ! . ' \ ' s hearing identified a connec-i"n wi th <me of two environmental
. . n i p s , the Clean Water Action• i inr i l , based in Cirecn Hay, and
IM - ; I I I . . i ke s United, a ISO-group• Mil l ion dedicated to restoring the
< osvslcm of the Great Lakes.( ) n < - person came from as farn - ; i \ i i s Ontar io . Canada, and

. i i i o i h c r Irom Buffalo, N.Y. Alli . ivo icd ITA involvement as thehirst solution for getting the PCBi ont.-'inination out of the river.Several residents not identifiedwith environmental groups alsolold the board they want the ERAinvolved because they think noth-ing will get done if it is left up to the
paper companies to clean up the
M I C S S .ll seems like nothing happensunless somebody blinks, or unlesswe have a new party at the table, orunless (he PCBs magically disap-pear , and I don't think that's goingin happen," said Sharon Doerkof of\pplcton.I he l:ox River PCB issue"smacks to me a little bit like cam-paign financing," with a lot of mon-i > being thrown at it and slick• , i ' leos being produced, said Tom
Ki-es of Neenah.Kees called the board's resolu-UMI I flawed. "Let's get the process

Post-Cmcvm photo by Sharon Cefcflda
APPLETON BUSINESSMAN
Russ Hanson speaks Monday in
favor of a resolution opposing
designation of the Fox River as a
Superfund site.

started," he urged. "We all knowthere's going to be litigation any-way." James Parker, Appleton, calledthe EPA "a lousy choice" but saidthe other choice - leaving it up tothe paper companies - is worse.

You're faced with the choice oftwo undesirable choices," he said.Several residents spoke againstthe Fox River being designated as a
Superfund site.Appleton businessman RussHanson was one of them. Heacknowledges there is a water prob-lem but said if the EPA comes intothe area, the economic and educa-tional impacts would be disastrous."We need to approach this witha certain amount of rationality. Weneed to approach this with a cer-tain amount of urgency," said Han-son. "But the last thing we need isto bring new technology here that'snever been tried before."Don Churchill, Appleton, alsowants the solution kept in thehands of local governments andcompanies, and he asked the boardto hold off on.making a decision onthe resolution.Thorn Ciske, vice president ofgovernment affairs for the FoxCities Chamber of Commerce andIndustry, also opposes EPA involve-ment, but he asked the board not todelay formally opposing Superfunddesignation for the river."If you prolong this, if you con-tinue to wait, the EnvironmentalProtection Agency will take this outof your hands, and that I findfrightening," he said. "It's impor-tant to be on record one way or

another."Curt Andersen, president of theClean Water Action Council,
accused the paper companies oflying when they claim to have spenthunc1 ds of thousands of dollarson geuing the cleanup effort start-ed. The money has been spent onlyon public relations efforts, he said."Don't think those paper compa-nies didn't know this stuff is dan-gerous?" said Andersen. "They
knew it in the "30s."Rebecca Katers, Clean WaterAction Council executive director,said LPA involvement should beviewed as "a blessing," not "a nega-
tive."Katers asked the board not torush to pass a negative resolution,saying the EPA sets aside a 6(Waycomment period before officiallydesignating Superfund sites. Sheurged more public discussion
before making a decision.Fox said he had hoped morelocal residents would attend themeeting and share their opinions.Fox also had expected some rep-resentatives from the seven compa-nies being implicated in the riverpollution to come to testify. None
did. The resolution is expected to be
on the County Board's agenda July
14.



PCB risk doesn'tseem too alarming
Editor, The Post-Crescent:The following is an open letter to

Eric Uram at the Sierra Club inMadison.Dear Eric,The following is in response toyour June 18 letter in The Postures-cent.• You mention that "Fish insome areas of the Fox River are sopolluted with PCBs that, if eatenregularly, increase a person's life-time cancer risk to more than 1-in-100."• I would like to quote from theAmerican Cancer Society. "Life-time Risk refers to the probabilitythat an individual, over the courseof a lifetime, will develop cancer ordie from it In the U.S., men have al-in-2 lifetime risk of developingcancer, and for women the risk is 1-in-3.'*If the American Cancer Societyor the Sierra Club can be believed,an additional risk of 1-in-100 wouldnot seem significant or are you say-ing that eatin? fish from the FoxRiver reduces ones lifetime risk tol-in-100?Your letter from the Sierra Club

to The Post-Crescent could havebeen more believable if referenceshad been included for your "state-ments of fact"
"American Cancer Society-Cancer

Facts and figures 1998:Basic Cancer
Facts:

http:/www.cancer.org/statistics/cff98/
basicfacts.html Bob Hackinson,Appleton
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Answers sought as panel of scientists fields abarrage of questions for more than three hours
By Ed Culhane
Post£re3cent staff writer

A panel of five government scientistsand regulators faced 150 area residentsTuesday, offered a detailed update on theproposed Fox River cleanup, and thenwithstood a withering barrage of ques-tions that lasted for hours.Three and a half hours into the meet-ing, the moderator said the room atLawrence University would have to bevacated, but as equipment was packedaway, individuals approached the speak-ers with still more questions.

One dramatic moment in a meetingthat sometimes delved at length intocomplex technical and legal issues camewhen environmental scientist TimThompson of Remediation TechnologyInc. described the relative health risksposed to people, fish and animals by themore than 300 manmade chemicals thathave been found in the river.Just downstream of Little Lake Buttedes Morts lie concentrations of arsenic'30 times greater than what is known tohave adverse effects on wildlife, he said,
Please see FORUM, BACK PAGE

KmCmont HOD Of MM D> M
MITCHEU. MARICQUE asks a
question at Tuesday night's for-
um at Lawrence University.

Residents, government leaders sign pactin support of cooperative cleanup effort
By Pete Bach
Post-Crnscent staff writer

KAUKAUNA - A group ofFox Valley leaders were to sign ajoint resolution today aimed atkeeping the Fox River PCB cleanupeffort from drowning in politicsand bureaucratic red tape.Leaden of communitief andwastewater treatment plants fromNeenah to Green Bay were to gath-er on the bank of the Fox River atRiverside Park in Kaulcauna at 2p.m. to sign a pact calling for coop-

eration by state and federal regula-tors, communities and the sevenpaper companies accused of dis-charging the dreaded polychlorinat-ed biphenyls into the river for manyyears before they were banned.This is our chance to speakwith one voice,* laid AppktonMayor Timothy Hanna.The *fy*fag ceremony coniesjust two weeks after the U.S. Envi-ronmental Protection Agency de-clared intentions to place the Fox
Please see PACT, BACK PAGE

• Sinperftind dock: Problems with other sites delay posting of EPA's new Superfund candidates: B-3
Sasporfignd resoflutfon: Grand Chute Town Board and Heart of the Valley Sewerage Commission join list of those passing river resolution: B-3
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i: Panel fields queries
on details of river cleanup
From A-1
showing a bar chart.The pesticide DDE can be foundin concentrations 50 times thoseknown to cause harm. Mercury canbe found in amounts far abovethose considered safe.Then Thompson showed a newchart, with the scale adjusted toallow for the risk of PCBs to becompared. The PCB column tow-ered above the rest."The risk (both to the environ-ment and to human health) fromPCBs," Thompson said, "is 100 to1.000 times greater than the signifi-cant risk posed by pesticides andmetals."PCBs are long-lasting, syntheticchemicals used in the manufactureof carbonless paper.PCBs have been linked to defor-mities in wildlife, increased risk ofcancer in humans and developmen-tal problems in children whosemothers eat contaminated fish.The Environmental ProtectionAgency is holding seven companiesknown as the Fox River Groupresponsible for the cleanup. Thecompanies are P.H. Olatfelter Co.,Riverside Paper Corp., AppletonPapers Inc., Fort James Corp., U.S.1'aper Mills Corp., Wisconsin Tis-sue Mills, and NCR Corp., a for-mer owner of Appleton Papers.The paper mills dischargedPCBs into the river from the 1950sto the 1970s, when the chemicalwas outlawed.

Remediation Technologies(RETEC) has been hired by thestate Department of NaturalResources to conduct the riskassessment and feasibility study
that has been mandated, and paid

for, by the EPA.Paul Putzier of RETEC said hisfirm has taken 10 years of studieson the Fox River and examined theinformation in them to assess itsvalidity.Most of the information is good,he said, and there is little need togather more."We have 100,000 data points inthe analytical data base," he said,."and we expect the total to reach135,000."When a woman asked what a-"data point" was, she was told itrepresented the results of a biologi-cal sample or a sediment test, as theconcentrations of PCB in a singlefish on the day it was tested. Shewas told to think of it as a "numer-ical correlation of something.""It's as clear as mud," she shotback. "Thank you very much. Youtried."Audience members wanted toknow why health studies haven'tbeen conducted on people in theFox Valley (they will be, accordingto a health official); why studieshaven't been conducted on theamount of fish eaten by variouskinds of fishermen on the Fox Riv-er; and why the government wasn'tsurveying the river for historic arti-facts like sunken ships.Others raised concerns aboutthe effect the cleanup will have ontaxes and on the future risks posedby PCBs that are to be buried in aWisconsin landfill, a concern dealtwith by Jim Hahnenberg of theEPA, who said a landfill provided amanageable way of isolating PCBsfrom the environment."Would you rather have yourlandfill with a river runningthrough it?" he said, a reference to

pWO by MM O> 9M
RETEC PROJECT MANAGER Paul Putzier speaks to the crowd Tuesday about the potential Fox Riv-
er Cleanup. The public meeting took place in Lawrence University's Harper Hall.
the option of leaving the PCBs inthe river.Bob Hackinson of Appletonchallenged the EPA to offer moreconclusive studies that link PCBsto problems with human health.Tom Erdman, academic curator ofthe Richter Museum of NaturalHistory in Green Bay, ridiculed thegovernment's logic in planning ademonstration dredging projectdownstream of the De Pere damthat would take only a portion ofthe sediment at that site out of theriver, leaving the majority behind.Bob Paulson of the DNR saidthe dredging would remove thehighest concentration of PCBs inthat area.

"We don't look at it as a demon-

stration project.- Paulson said. "Welook at it as the beginning of activeremediation."A few speakers attacked thepremise of the cleanup, saying thebenefit of fish that are safe to eatdoes not justify the immense costof the cleanup."I just feel the cost is prohibitiveto the economy and the paperindustry," said David Tummet ofAppleton, who added that hewouldn't be bothered by a ban onfishing in the river.Most speakers in the audiencevoiced support for a cleaner envi-ronment.
"I do care about what happensto this river and to the peopledownstream," said Penny Schaeber,

who lambasted the paper compa-nies for not being vocally present atthe meeting. It's our publicresource, our public use and weneed to get it fixed."Paulson was challenged todescribe what means the DNRused to gather public input' oncleanup goals being set for the FoxRiver."The public has spoken, throughthe Clean Water Act and otherlaws," Paulson said. "On a goodday in the Fox River, we are 1,500times above our clean water stan-dards. On a bad day (with turbidwater) we are up to 50,000 timesour clean water standards.That tells me the public doeswant a cleanup."

town hall in
the works
From A-1
high cost, unsuitable soil and otherfactors niled out those options."Price had a lot to do with it," hesaid.Marsden said the issue waspushed to the forefront and placedon an amended agenda for Tues-day's board meeting after the own-ers of the land imposed a tight time-line for the town to make a deci-sion."We met with the property own-ers last week. They wanted a com-mitment and an answer from us,"he said.Marsden said waiting for thenext town board meeting wouldhave delayed a decision for threeweeks."The property owners didn'twant to wait that long," he siid.Marsden said he expects thetown to dose the deal by the end ofOctober.'We've got soil studies and sev-eral other things to be done," hesaid.

Marsden said the site offers rea-sonably good access to majorroads."I'm going to push like the devilto get ramps on 41 and A," he said.Marsden said discussions onhow to use the land will be part ofthe town's annual meeting nextspring."We will talk about all town ser-vices. Obviously, we would put ourtown garage out there and a saltstorage shed," he said.Marsden noted a recent studyconcluded the town's municipalbuilding on Highview Drive hous-
Inm ttin vwtlirM Mnrt fir^ H^nartrntnta .



assessment ana icasioiuiy nuoythat has been mandated, and paid innunii vrun ivci ~ ruiuuiigthrough it?" he said, a reference to LU mis river miu tu uic"We don't look at it as a demon- downstream," said Penny Schaeber, want a cleanup.

: Resolution urges a cooperative effort on removing PCBs from river
From A-1
River on the federal government'sNational Priorities List, the first
step toward its designation as a
Superfund site.

EMRY: Plans
for restaurant
evaporate
From A-1
said. "Unforeseen circumstancesinfluenced this..... My position oncanceling this development will notchange."The terse letter thanked city offi-cials for their support and invitedthem to call him for further infor-mation. However, a press releasesent to media Tuesday said Masterswill not accept phone calls or

A concerted local effort builtaround good-faith negotiationscould avert the imposition ofSuperfund status, EPA officialssaid.The joint resolution calls on theEPA, state Department of NaturalResources and seven companiesaccused of polluting the river to"vigorously pursue negotiations toagree on a PCS cleanup that willaddress environmental and healthconcerns in a cost-effective mannerwhile protecting the local econo-my."The measure said efforts shouldbe made to avoid Superfund statusat all costs because of protractedand highly expensive litigation thatlisting could bring about, amongother reasons."We're not opposing Super-fund," said Kfliiiffliiini Mayor JohnLambie. "We're saying all sidesshould get together and talk and get

this thing moving and get some-thing done."Lambie said the Fox RiverGroup, the name used for the col-lective efforts of the seven compa-nies involved, should be allowed tofinish two planned demonstrationprojects for which they contributed$10 million, including work onDeposit N in Kimberiy.The communities have pooledtheir resources and retained thesame Madison law firm for a jointdefense.Kimberly, Little Chute, Com-bined Locks and Kaukauna partici-pated in the pact via the Heart ofthe Valley Sewerage Commission.In addition to Appleton andKaukauna, other signatories are thecities of Neenah, Menasha and DePere; Village of Wrightstown; Townof Grand Chute; Green Bay Metro-politan Sewerage District; andHeart of the Valley, Grand Chute-

Menasha West and Green Bay Met-ropolitan sewerage commissions.Communities took the step inresponse to court rulings and aWisconsin law that makes localmunicipalities potentially liable forcontaminants that pass throughtheir treatment faculties, knowinglyor notThe City of Green Bay Advisory,Committee has yet to come out

MTH1TO

Polished Professionals

Maiconclcbuildiiingth.'shouV
with a recommendation for the full by th<Green Bay Council. "If'"Clearly, the resolution gives us quafa strong position as a community," meritsaid Neenah Mayor Kenneth Har- Hwood. "It's not anti-EPA. anti- K P",Superfund. It's pro-working togeth- "**er. We really need to focus on bring- ",' ing all the parties to the table and cr°moving forward. We need to do ™P,that very soon." slot
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Chute, Heart of the Vale/
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By Dcug Ericteon
Post-Crescent staff writer

KAUKAUNA - The Heart ofthe Valley Metropolitan SewerageDistrict joined numerous other gov-ernmental bodies Tuesday in seek-ing a Fox River cleanup solutionthat stops short of federal involve-mentCommissioners approved a reso-lution that says a Superfund listingby the U.S. Environmental Protec-tion Agency "should be avoided ifat all possible."The Grand Chute Town Boardapproved the same resolution Tues-day on a 5-0 vote.Consideration of the resolutionhas been tabled at a previous townmeeting.Supervisors moved to considerthe resolution at the urging of TownAdministrator Mark Rohloff, whotold them of the City of Appleton'splan for a large-scale press confer-ence where all municipalities would

sign the resolution today.All four of the municipalitiesserved by the sewerage district -• • , Comb i n e dLocks, Kau-kauna, Kim-berly and Lit-tle Chute -have approv-ed the sameresolutionindependent-
ly. The EPAhas proposedlisting - thelower FoxRiver as aSuperfundsite becauseof the pres-ence ofPCBs, sus-pected car-cinogens discharged by paper millsuntil the 1970s when the chemcialwas banned. The EPA has said a

nver

listing can be avoided if the sevencompanies they hold responsiblereach a viable cleanup settlementwith the state.Before the 5-0 vote Tuesday, sew-erage commissioners debatedexactly what the wording of the res-olution means."I think all we're doing with thisis saying that we think (Superfunddesignation) is the wrongapproach," said President JuddVanden Heuvel.However, "I don't think we'renecessarily saying Superfund isout" he said.Commissioner Mark Kjorlie saidhe reads the resolution as beinganttSuperfund and leaving littlewiggle room."I think the resolution does veryclearly take the side of not wantingSuperfund designation," he said. "Idon't see it as let's wait and see."
• Post-Crescent staff writer Steve
Wideman contributed to this report.
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plan for a large-scale press confer-encs -.vhsre all municipalities would
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Oilier sites cause delay of Fos BJyer regktraticm
By Sob Yitaie
Pcst-Crescsnt Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - Nearly twoweeks after it made its intentionsknown about PCB contaminationin the Fox River, the U.S. Environ-mental Protection Agency has yetto officially begin its considerationof the river as a federal Superfundsite.Despite the agency's notificationto state officials that it will includethe Fox among its next proposedadditions to the Superfund pro-gram's National Priorities Lisi ithas yet to publish its plans in theFederal Register, a daily compila-tion of the federal government'sactivities.An agency spokeswoman saidother proposed sites - not the FoxRiver - are causing the delay. Theupcoming EPA list will definitely

CONSULTATION

include the Fox, she said.Until the proposal is publishedin the Federal Register, however,EPA officials will not formallybegin their review of scientific stud-ies and other information that goesinto a final decision on the listing.Nor will the agency's publiccomment period begin. That's thepart of the process in which every-one - not just elected officials,business leaders and environmen-talists - can make their viewsknown on whether the federal gov-ernment should get more involvedin river cleanup.Once the clock starts tickingwith notice in the Federal Register,EPA will accept letters from thepublic for 60 days. Its review willlast about six months.A final decision on whether tobring the river under Superfundoversight wifl most likely come nine

months to a year after the Federal
Register listing.

Acting Assistant EPA Adminis-
trator Timothy Fields Jr. tcid Gcv.
Tommy Thompson, WisconsinDepartment of Natural Resources
Secretary George Meyer and area
members of Congress on July 9
that he would propose putting the
Fox River on the Superfund list
because years of talks between state
officials and seven area companies
responsible for the PCB pollution
have produced no acceptable
cleanup plan.

A Superfund designation would
give the federal government more
control over cleanup, althoughRelds has assured Thompson and
the others that the state would still
have the lead role in overseeing the
process.



IT'S YOUR'CALL
YOUR CHANCE TO VOICE A

BRIEF OPINION OF ANY SUBJECT
GREAT OR SMALL

PHONE: 920734-5678
HE'S NOT BUYING IT: Thegays can't fault us homophobicsfor being naive about homosexualanimals. After all, we're just notinto that sort of thing. On count-loss occasions over the years, I'veseen dairy cows mount other dairycows and thought nothing of it. Ifigured that was just somethingthey did when they were not chew-ing their cud or they just hop upthere to see what's happening inthe herd. Now the gay bar bunchand the bath house boys are tellingus those are lesbian milk cows get-ting it on. I'm still not ready tobuy into that hogwash. It's proba-bly the everyday sexual fantasy oftfte'gay bar bunch and the bathhouse boys.,„, James Mi

M, Aprfleton
Kh-LER CAT: For residents inthe area of Commercial, Sp ingand State streets, there's be :n awhite and tan cat on the la »se forabout a month. It's killing t ings,toi going to trap it, alive orPlease keep your cat tied uMttchell GitAppleft
GOD HAS TIME: Severalweeks ago, you printed a call froma woman who was in great painover family difficulties. She told usall God is too busy for the unim-portant things. I am concerned

Chuck i
one
is so
can,

ignorant. Illthe ignoranrsomething \Maybe we s^taxes and aMaybe we iP-C. That'stolerate Chcan't tolera"" more.

that no one responded to this call.I'm more concerned that someonemay have been influenced by herstatement. I am very sure Godloves each of us so much that eventhe trivial things in our lives areimportant. God is never too busy."Jlmer,New Lor
LET RIVER BE: Regarding theFox River Superfund, let's throwmoney at it and see if it gets better.Isn't the river cleaner than 15years ago? Mother Nature proba-bly will clean up our mess betterthan we ever could. Every year,she buries the contaminated soildeeper with the erosion from theriver banks. Let's not stir up the,river bottom and the bring ttaPCBs back into today's cipeie oflife.___ FWdkamp,Kaukauna
USE TURN LIGHTS: Whycan't people from Little Chutelearn to use their signal lights? I'vealmost gotten into a few accidentsbecause older people make wide

turns and they don't let you know
until afterward. H. Getsfried,Little Chute

STICK TO SPORTS: ChuckCarlson needs to write aboutsports, not about tolerance. In hisown words (in Saturday's columnabout Reggie White), one side willlever see the point of the otherid there's no reason either hasto\ And there's even less of a rea-son why I have to read his viewson] the subject. It's time Carlsongoi back to sports. Tom Zellmer,Neenah
NO TOLERANCE: This has todo with the column Chuck Carl-son wrote about Reggie White,where he says he should keep thePackers out of his crusade. Carl-son speaks of tolerance. He states,"So, for White and his horde ofmyopic followers, maybe the timehas come to simply live with it andmove on. It's called tolerance. Per-haps you've heard about it." Hetalks about rther people being

• Callers siand last na,name, pleaiphone numpurposes. Cspace and iminute to It
Please.no /<
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.with Borzecki and; 7»e- /'-T there toconcern? Letting'l;ers off the hook is'tjtion. What is Thea lengthen prisoncrimes against
1 ry about poor Bar-rpbably only servehis 12-year sen-•"I'e the next timeelieve his stress"

thi Wiesmann,Appleton
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mer, we'llgreat view
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Maybe the Fox isn'tsafe for any of us
Editor, The Post-Crescent:\ am thoroughly confused.For the past decade and more, Ihave read about and watched thesteady improvement of the Fox Riv-
er. Now I learn that this beautifulriver is underlaid with cancer caus-ing PCBs. And because MotherNature cannot solve this problem,or so we are told, we must solve itourselves.The solution is to dredge the riv-er - Little Lake Butte des Mortsas well, since this is also a part ofthe Fox River - dry the sediment,then truck the stuff to Sarona,where it will be made harmless.Why is this sediment harmless inSarona, but deadly here?The difference is that in the Val-ley the PCBs get into the foodchain; in Sarona they do not be-cause the runoff from the sedimentcan be easily treated in the localwastewater plant.So we are told. Apparently, thissediment cannot be safely treatedhere.

Should we now call this river"The Beautiful Fox" or should wecall it "The Deadly Fox?"
I don't really know, but for cer-tain we should not drink its water;we should not eat fish that comefrom it; we should not swim in it;we should not eat ducks or deerthat drink it.
it inay not ever; be safe tobreathe the air above it!For safety's sake, and before it'stoo late, it might be good for all ofus to move out of here.If we don't, one way or the other,it's going to get us. Giles Clark,Menasha

• Letters must be signed and includea telephone number where the writercan be reached during, the day.Names will be withheld only if suffi-cient reason is given. Letters shouldbe limited to 300 words. They will becondensed if necessary for clarity orbrevity. Mail your letter to:LettersThe Post-CrescentP.O. Box 59Appleton, Wl 54912or e-mail it to:PCNews@Athenet.net
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3y Sob Vitals t
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - The Envi-ronmental Protection Agency -the ones whose vocabularyincludes tali of PRPs takingresponsibility for PCBs at APCsconsidered for the NPL - is final-ly speaking a language we can allunderstand.
Of course, it's in communica-tions aimed at children.The agency's site on the WorldWide Web - www.epa.gov -includes a section called "Super-fund for Kids!" that just might helpan adult or two figure things out asweO.Here's how the EPA looks at itsSuperfund program, the one it'scurrently considering bringing theFox River into as a way to speedcleanup of PCBs discharged byarea paper companies until the1970s:

WASHINGTON.MOTEBCKDK
"What happens when you makea big mess?" it asks kids. "Tou haveto clean it up, right?""Sometimes adults make bigmesses in the environment thatneed to be cleaned up too. TheUnited States Environmental Pro-tection Agency (which is calledEPA for short) has set up theSuperfund program to make surethat these messes in the environ-ment get cleaned up."EPA works with the people thatmade the messes and the peoplethat live near these sites to makesure the cleanup goes smoothlyand quickly. When the Superfundprogram is finished working witheveryone, the messes are cleanedup and the people, the animals andthe environment are safe andhealthy once again.*

The site also includes stories,word scrambles, pictures to printout and color and the "ABCs ofSuperfund." "Q," by the way,stands for "quickly," as in "pollu-tion needs to be cleaned up quick-ly." "D," though, doesn't stand fordecades, the time span critics saywill elapse before cleanup if theEPA actually follows through on itsproposed Superfund listing for theFox.Mean tsst: Who wouldn't be alittle short-tempered after 29 yearsin Congress?A Washingtonian magazine sur-vey of lawmakers and their staffshas confirmed Rep. Dave Obey'sreputation as one of the most prick-ly members of the House of Repre-sentatives.The Wausau Democrat came inthird place in a vote for the hottesttempers on Capitol Hill as part of
Please see WASHINGTON,
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Thompson titew' chance
GREENBAY—It must be an electionyear. Governor for Life Thompson has forgot

ten his motorcycle for the moment and decid-ed he's serious about cleaning up the Fox
River. He's been utterly useless for 12 years,. ' ; . - ' but now he means business.
Thompson protested EPA's Superfund pro-> posal as "the height of Washington arro-; • gance," beca\ise the federal government,

after years of waiting, has said it is ready to
do the cleanup and would like public com-
ment on their proposal. Perhaps Thompson
doesn't realize that while the state has wast-
ed 12 years playing footsie with the paper in-dustry, public health has suffered from riverpollution. As least the feds seem to under-

:. stand what's at stake. An added bonus is that: . the feds will hold public hearings and take :

• _Lj public comments, which Tommy's DNR has ,'•J-.f- never done.
•3 "•• Thompson says the state can do the clean •

up "faster and cheaper." But again, what -does this mean? Are we going to get a cut-rate, sloppy dean up that only pleases the
paper industry? Heaven help us. The paper
industry has given big bucks to Tommy's re-election campaigns.
Thompson said also "the state can do a bet-ter and more efficient job of cleaning the

river without a Superfund designation." The-
oretically, of course, this is true, but where is -

v Thompson's proof? The only action we've ; • [ ; • • ":•; seen has been the result of pressure from the ' ',.'"•' federal government.
The U.S. Pish and Wildlife Service haddelayed their legal actions for a year and ahalf, giving the state even more time to fond

solutions, to no avail. The Superfund propos-al also gives more time, but the truth is that
serious negotiations stopped last November.So Thompson's claim that he can achieve a
voluntary settlement.anytime soon seemsweak at best.
Time is up, Tommy. You had your chance j. ..;

and blew it. Please get out cf the way and stop ;.. -iobjecting to Superfund. •'•--
Robert SchmttZ, Green Bay .;.

\



Cant trust Thompson
GREEN BAY — Local leaders claim they

want local control of Fox River cleanup, so
they're trying to block Superfund and allow
decisions to be made by one man in Madison
who controls the Department of NaturalResources.
This one man and his partner have re-

ceived more than $150,000 in donations from • '-.':.'••••: :
the pulp and paper industry for re-election • - • • • ; : -""
campaigns between 1990 and 1997. He's also ; J': ;.~
gotten $645,000 from lawyers and lobbyists, ;; _._ - j=
and $325,000 from insurance representatives jj;.;.. •"'.-.. i
who are eager to avoid environmental liabili- : .-
ties. Does this man represent the people of the
Fox River Valley, or the polluters? Examine
his record. He's had 12 years to clean up the
river, and hasn't even started. Prior to this
year, he hasn't seemed interested. ;
Local officials have rushed to pass anti-

Superfund resolutions, claiming they support "'.
a "local solution." But what's local about it? :;-: C •
The resolutions call for a "negotiated settle- lifv '̂",.:'.'
ment" between this Madison man and indus- i'ty^-it-/:
try, but the settlement is completely unde- . _-• :*/*^1fined. The resolutions set no boundaries for •*-;'"";,' '= •'
cost, cleanup methods, disposal sites, health >•' - ''- '
standards, schedules, etc. ;'

Even worse, no public input is required, so ' -;'r".
local citizens are shut out of the debate. The . V
resolutions are a "blank check" for the man ..
from Madison to do what he wants, regardless
of local citizen concerns. Even local elected
officials are shut out of the negotiations. •Last year, the man from Madison approved •". 1
a surprise deal and binding contracts with
the paper industry, settling for less than \ • '-r''-^
1 percent of river cleanup costs and giving % ; '£.*•&.corporations unusual control over so-called ' -. . •
"cleanup demonstrations." He made this .;! ,
sneaky deal without consulting local govern-
ments, local citizens, legislators, Congress ; : •
members, the tribes, or any agencies of the ^ 1
federal government. Is this who we want mak- : ...
ing all the decisions? - ' -

Now the man from Madison claims he cando the job cheaper and quicker than the fed-
eral government. Alarm bells should be ring- •uig in every city hall and county board in the .
Valley. The last thing we need is a slap-dash, :' *--}- ••:_-.
half-baked cleanup job designed to save the ^ r.: :?.'corporations money. ~': :±:?. ~

We need the federal Superfund, which •'I ' ' :-v'rguarantees true local involvement in the • '
planning and decision-making. Gov. Tommy : . .
Thompson can't be trusted. '.Rebecca LKaters, Green Bay

35 en Thompson "7// 7f<
ALGGMA — Tommy Thompson nks had 12years to start cleanup of the Fox River; to

restore a beautiful river for safe use by Wis-
consin people. He has yet to begin.

Rather than bite the corporate hands that
feed him campaign funds, he stalled the EPA
(and Wisconsin people) for a decade, saying he
would work out a plan with the paper mills.Finally the EPA has had enough and
threatens to invoke the Superfund and make
the mills who poisoned the river pay for its
cleanup. Now Tommy finds himself in a bind.

A little conflict of interest here? Which has
priority? A clean river for Wisconsin? Or the
interests of the corporations who feed himmoney? Now the heat is on. ;

After 12 years of inaction, within 72 hours "
of EPA's threat, Tommy's politically appoint-ed chiefs of the DNR announce they have
found places where the poisonous wastes can
be dumped. Amazing! And Tommy suddenlyhas time to talk about it.

Call off the Feds? Not quite yet. Let's see
some action . . . some contract proposals from
the mills. Will Tommy stall until after elec-
tions, then reverse direction? _-
This kind of bad faith on Tommy's part ;/

brings discredit to him and lowers respect for
the office of governor. Wisconsin people .,."
deserve honest leadership that puts Wiscon- - • ' -sin interests first; not Tommy's "pay for privi- •lege" policy at our expense.
Tommy's been in office too long. Vote Himout in November.

James M. Smith,Still watting on cleanup
GREEN BAY — In the '40s, my parents saidwe could no longer swim in the bay because it

was polluted. In the '70s, Earth Day organizers
zeroed in on the pollution in the Fox, pinpoint-
ing the paper mills as the main polluters andthe message came back to us students at GreenBay University campus as "What do you want,

Forum
jobs or swimming?" The problem has been
studied now for over 50 years while the water. continues to get more polluted.

: If a Superfund designation scares the paper; mills enough to take some real action, it's a
good thing. However, we have yet to hear fromany official of any paper mill on any kind of
step they could take to alleviate the problem.
Is this just another smoke-blowing attempt to
procrastinate yet another 50 years?

PCBs were not the problem in 1971 but now
are the most serious problem and we have
adequate warning of the problems it causes.
Public utility companies were mandated in
the early '80s to eliminate PCBs in their
-transformers because of the danger to the
public. PCBs, in addition to the published
danger to children, are cancer-causing agents
and cause a real threat to all of us. Let's wakeup and smell the coffee and insist that the
industries on the Fox take thin problem seri-
ously and that they dp more than designate"holding or deposit sites" so they can keeppolluting. We're waiting!

Betty RerrOS, Green Bay
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| In a heated meeting, Brown County supervisorsj criticize paper industry and lend support for EPA
the public and another tussling verbal-ly with a paper industry lobbyistThe 18-5 vote was viewed by manyas tacit support for the U.S. Environ-mental Protection Agency or at leastacknowledgment that the threat offederal Involvement is needed tojump-start the cleanup time line.Supv. Patrick Collins, who sup-ports federal involvement, told hiscolleagues not to underestimate theimpact of their vote.

By Ooug Erlclcson
Post-Crascant staff writer

GREEN BAY - In a rare win forenvironmentalists. Brown Countysupervisors decisively rejected ananti-Superfund resolution Wednes-day, apparently becoming the firstgovernmental body along the Fox Riv-er to buck the wishes of the paperindustry.The tone of the meeting was unusu-al in its harshness, with one supervi-sor saying the paper mills have lied to Please see BROWN, BACK PAGE

Today's House vote could put any EPA dredgingefforts along the Fox River on hold indefinitely
By Bob Vital*
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - A plan toblock the Environmental ProtectionAgency from dredging pollutedwaters is scheduled to go before theU.S. House today as part of a bill thatincludes the EPA's budget for fiscal1999.If approved, potential efforts by theagency to remove PCB-contaminatedsediments from the Fox River, or anyother, would be put on hold until a

study on the scientific merits of dred-ging Is completed by the NationalAcademy of Sciences and analyzed byCongress and others.Environmentalists say that's tanta-mount to stopping the practice alto-gether. Although the study is suppos-ed to be completed by next April, thecongressional analysis to follow hasno timetable or definition."Congress still doesn't get it,' saidPhil Clapp, president of the'National
Please see VOTE, BACK PAGE
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County backs EPA
Frq A-1

He urged them to be "the oneilligent body that says, 'Wait a.iinute, here. Let's not be railroad-ed on this project and vote againstour own best interests."He said an animated video pro-duced by the paper mills that pur-ports to show the negative effectsof river dredging is a "completemisrepresentation" of the facts."It was a bald-faced lie that theyput forth to the people of BrownCounty and the Fox River," CoUinssaid.
The rejected resolution wasalmost identical to the oneapproved 32-6 the night before bythe Outagamie County Board.Both resolutions claim that if theEPA lists the lower Fox River as aSuperfund cleanup she, the resultwould be "stigma, expensivebureaucracy, litigation and negativeimpacts on tourism." •The EPA has proposed the list-ing because of the presence in theriver of polychlorinated biphenyls(PCBs), manmade chemicals thatare suspected carcinogens.Industries discharged them intothe river from the mid-1950sthrough the 1970s. Seven corpora-tions have been identified as poten-tially responsible parties for thecleanup.Supv. Guy Zima scoffed at thelanguage of the resolution, ques-tioning why Superfund designationwould be a stigma."Are our elected officials so. lebtcd to campaign contributorsthat they have to mouth such non-sense?" he said.The real stigma is from the pol-lution already in the river, Zima

said.He asked pointed questions ofDan Theno, a lobbyist for FortJames Corp., one of the paper millsfacing cleanup costs.Theno, who prefaced hisremarks by noting that Fort Jamesis Brown County's largest employerand taxpayer, said Superfund is "amistake" because it has a history of"litigation, delays and confusion."At the time the pollutionoccurred, it was not illegal andthere was no violation of environ-mental law, Theno said. A cleanupcould take "$3 billion out of thelocal economy," he said.Zima then asked him the valueof Fort James' capital assets."You're kind of saying it's goingto break your back, so I'd kind oflike to know what you're worth,"Zima said.Theno said he didn't know.Pressed further, he told Zima tocall him to talk about itThis is one-sided bull - is whatit is," Zima said.Supv. Patrick Schillinger, manag-er of government affairs for theGreat Bay Chamber of Commerce,led those opposed to federalinvolvement The river needs to becleaned up, he said, but Superfunddesignation will only delay the pro-ject and cost taxpayers more.Brown County Executive NancyNusbaum blasted the EPA after thevote, calling it "not a responsible*agency.Rebecca Katen, executive direc-tor of the Green Bay-based CleanWater Action Council, said that, toher knowledge, Wednesday's votewas the first time a governmentbody outright rejected the anti-Superfund resolution.

Cool mushroom
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MOLLY SCHLUETER of cools off Wednesday under a water
fountain in a New Ulm, Mina, kiddie pod. This week's hightemperatures and humidity have kept pools and lakes
throughout the area busy.

VOTE: House could suspend dredging for EPA Superfunds
From A-1
Environmental Trust, who calledthe provision "egregious back-doorman-euvering.""Rather than the frontal assaulton ' environmental and publichealth laws that they mounted in1995, members of Congress arenow trying stealth attacks withthese riders to hide them from thepublic."The plan is one of several riders- the term for policy directivesadded onto spending legislation -that environmentalists and EPAofficials oppose. Its main support-er, Rep. Gerald Solomon. R-N.Y,

'ed for stability
This is an incredibly stable

'' "ona Rlantmn-

says more study is needed, howev-er, on whether dredging does moregood or harm.In Solomon's region of upstateNew York, the EPA is currently bat-tling with General Electric Corp.over plans to clean the Hudson Riv-er, which has been listed as anational Superfund site since the1980s. EPA Administrator CarolBrowner said last week that theagency will not hesitate to removePCBs through dredging if it findsthat as the best course of action.Dredging opponents say thepractice often makes pollutionworse by stirring up contaminatedsediments that have settled to a liv-er's bottom. Ifs also an extremelycostly cleanup method, partlybecause sediment removed from ariver must be stored safely.'

"Ifs the most extreme course ofaction," said Solomon spokesmanMike Power. It's obviously impor-tant to have an the scientific workdone. The numbers need to be in.We need to hove some independentanalysis done before we go aheadwith these things."Although the rider is intended todelay dredging on the Hudson, it iswritten broadly enough to stop sim-ilar actions anywhere by the EPA.. •The agency last week proposedadding the Fox River to its Super-fund Bst, and although cleanupcould still be years off even if itdecides to make the listing final,dredging would be a likely optionfor the river's PCS problem.. ma letter last week to Gov. Tom-my Thompson, Wisconsin Depart-ment of Natural Resources Secre-

tary George Meyer and the state's •congressional delegation, actingAssistant EPA Administrator Tim-othy Fields said agency officialshave yet to determine howSolomon's plan would apply to theFox River and other contaminated
sites.Spokesmen for Reps. Jay John-son and Tom Petri, whose districtsinclude the 39-mile stretch of rivercontaminated with PCBs, said thelawmakers have yet to study theproposalIn the past, though, Petri hasexpressed skepticism about dredg-ing as an effective cleanup option.Aides to Johnson said the GreenBay Democrat has generally op-posed any type of rider because hedoesn't think policy directivesshould be added to spending bills.
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rthe——future

T IT TTiile the Environmental Protection Agency's 60-«/W day public comment period for Fox River cleanupf y hasn't yet officially begun, there certainly hasbeen - and will be - ample opportunity to let your voicebe heard.The actual public comment period commences after theEPA officially releases its proposal to consider the FoxRiver as a Superfund site. EPA announced last week thatit will propose just that, but the formality actually beginsthe comment period.In any event, now is the time to turn off the TV, get outof the living room and be heard. The next opportunity willbe next Tuesday, from 6:30-9 p.m., in Lawrence Universi-ty's Harper Hall, 420 E. College Ave, in a meeting co-sponsored by the EPA, the Wisconsin DNR, the U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service, the National Oceanic and Atmos-pheric Administration, the Menominee Nation and theOneida Nation.
But it is also a time to listen, andfrankly, the ability - and the will-ingness - to listen is something thatseems to be in precious short supply.Listening to all sides of this poten-tially messy dilemma is necessary forall concerned to create an informedopinion on the issue.That means listening with an openmind to what the EPA has to sayabout the Superflind process, whichis being treated in these parts like anunwanted, unloved cousin at a familyreunion.For example, we keep hearingfrom local officials, in the public andprivate sectors, about the "stigma" ofSuperfund, but we're not quite surewhat or why this is. Where's the stig-ma in wanting a clean Fox River?
What is the problem with a gov-ernmental agency wanting to do its work? We're moreused to criticizing agencies that can't do their job, or thosethat do them with little efficiency.Where is the problem in letting the EPA clean up amess that local industry created? Few local leaders seemto hold the same standards of accountability to the papercompanies which admittedly - and legally, at the time -dumped the PCBs in the FoxWhat is the drawback in seeking a prompt, efficient,orderly removal of PCBs from the bottom of the Fox Riv-er? It's only the health of the area's namesake, the riverthat binds our communities together, that's at stake here.It's only the health of the aquatic life, and the humanswho live in the area, that hangs in the balance.Why is it assumed that dredging the PCBs out of theriverbed is the worst solution? The paper companies wantus to believe this, but the paper companies also want to letthe river heal itself. A DNR spokesman told The P-C's edi-torial board on Wednesday that such a "cure" could take200 years; others have suggested it would take at least 130years. Can we - should we - wait that long? Is dredginga worse solution than that?

We have not stated our position for or against a Super-fund listing for the Fox River. That's because we haven tformed a position on it We're fairly sure we don't haveenough information from all sides.We have heard enough, however, to know that this canbe a horribly confusing matter, and we've heard enough toknow that a quick, rushed judgment would not benefit theFox River Valley.We're still listening. We urge you to do the same.

river



THURSDAY, JULY IS, YOUE
LETTERS

Editor, Tne Posi-Crescsnv.Local leaders claim they wantlocal control of Fox River cleanup,so they're trying to block Super-fund and allow cleanup decisionsto be made by one man in Madi-son who controls DNR.This one man and his partnerhave received more than $150,000in "donations" from the pulp andpaper industry, for re-election cam-paigns between 1990 and 1997.He's also gotten $645,000 fromlawyers and lobbyists, and$325,000 from insurance represen-tatives who are anxious to avoidenvironmental liabilities. Does thisman represent the people of theFox River Valley, or the polluters?He's had 12 years to clean up theriver, and hasn't even started. Priorto this year, he hasn't seemed inter-ested.Local officials have rushed toss anti-Superfund resolutions,claiming they support a "localsolution." But what's local aboutit? The resolutions call for a "nego-tiated settlement" between thisMadison man and industry, butthe settlement is completely unde-fined.The resolutions set no bound-aries for cost, cleanup methods,disposal sites, health standards,schedules, etc. Even worse, nopublic input is required, so localcitizens are shut out of the debate.Last year, the man from Madi-son approved a surprise deal andbinding contracts with the paperindustry, settling ___for less than 1% ofriver cleanup costsand giving corpo-rations unusualcontrol over so-called "cleanupdemonstrations."He made thissneaky deal with-out consulting lo-cal governmentsor citizens.Now the manm Madison ————claims he can dothe job cheaper and quicker thanthe federal government. Alarmbells should be ringing in everycity hall and county board in the

He's had 12 years
to clean up the
river, and hasn't
even started.

Prior to this year,
he hasn't seemed

interested.

Valley. The last thing we need is aslap-dash, half-baked cleanup jobdesigned to save the corporations'money.We need the federal Superfund,which guarantees true local in-volvement in the planning anddecision-making. Gov. Thompsoncan't be trusted.Rebecca L Katers,_________ Green Bay
3 Rebecca L. Katers is executivedirector of the Clean Water ActionCouncil, based in Green Bay. .
Failure of vouchersescaped notice
Editor, The Post-Crescent-

It seems that-some people havemissed hearingsome importantinformation, eventhough it hasappeared in ThePost-Crescent andelsewhere. That in-formation was onthe results of thevoucher-main-tained schools inthe Milwaukeearea.

\

Evidently there was little, if any,improvement, shown by thesetests. In considerable testing ofboth public and private schools, ithas been found that there is very



LETTERSwe can clean the
Editor, The Post-Crescent:I am becoming more convincedthat the best thing to do with the
Fox River is leave it alone.Until at least one person, groupor commission can come up with asustainable package of truths fore-telling the total impact of cleaningup the Fox, how can throwing mil-lions upon millions of dollars at theeffort be justified? Everything advo-cated to date has been unable towithstand the test of acute counter-argument, which tells us the issue isbeing driven by theories, opinions,suspicions and emotions. Shouldn'tdecisions of this magnitude insiston facts?It is easy to say, "We have to getthe PCBs out." But isn't that animpossibility? We can get some out,but what about the rest?Little Lake Butte des Morts is anexpansive body of water. The Fox,Appleton to Green Bay, is 30 mileslong. And we're going to clean allthat up?

The river has been
doing some
self-cleaning.
It needs time.

There are those who think theFox can be made into a pristine riv-er. Tune out! Have we forgottenwhat feeds the Fox? For all practi-cal purposes it is Lake Winnebago,that huge body of water that was
already of such poor quality back inNative American times that theygave it a name meaning "stinky .waters." To this day we experienceits insect hatches, algae blooms, •-_fish die-offs and smells. ->We have lived with the Fox the fway it is for decades. And yet dur- •.'ing that time this region sawgrowth, prosperity and quality oflife develop that is envied widely.With the pollution restrictions

that now exist the river has beendoing some self-cleaning. It needstime.Meanwhile it might not hurt usto be guided by the words: "Changethe things you can, accept thethings you can't, and be wiseenough to know the difference."Cy Wurster,Appleton

IT WONT GET DONE: If theUnited States government getsinvolved in the cleanup of the FoxRiver, absolutely nothing will getdone. They were going to straight-en out the sweatshops, and theyhave not done a thing. Sweatshopsare still operating, paying 50 centsto $1.50 an hour being common.Make the people who put thePCBs in the water clean it up.,Gordon Johnson Sr.,'Neenah
I If*. T *^.,IJ __*
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"WE DONT NEED THEM"

Supervisors fear thestigma that would beattached to the FoxValley if so designatedby the agency
By Judy Williams
Post-Crescent staff writer

The Outagarnie County Boardleft no uncertainty about where itstands on the issue of the federalgovernment coming in to clean upthe Fox River, even though theboard's opinion probably will carry'"''e sway with the feds.We don't need them," saidi/ujov. Alan SchmidtShortly after, the board voted 32-6 in favor of a resolution opposingthe U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency's potential designation ofthe Fox River as a Superfund Pri-ority Site.Last week, the ERA formallyproposed that the Fox River beconsidered for Superfund designa-tion because of the polychlorinatedbiphenyls, or PCBs, contained inthe river bottom sediment. It willbe six months to a year before thatis done, if officials carry throughwith it.Before the Outagarnie CountyBoard acted on the resolution atTuesday's board meeting, Jim Hah-nenberg, EPA remedial project

natOMart photo b» UW O. SW
SUPV. LLOYD KLOEHN says
he opposes "the stigma of Sup-
erfund put on the Fox River."
manager, acknowledged that Super-fund is controversial and "is kind ofa measure of last resort""We would like to have a settle-ment with the Fox River Group,"said Hahnenberg. "If we have ag-reement, it will not be listed"The Fox River Group is com-posed of seven companies that offi-cials say are responsible for dump-ing PCBs into the river from the1950s until 1971, when dumpingwas banned.Hahnenberg downplayed criti-

Please see RIVER, BACK PAGE
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Superfund seems a billion-dollar roll of the dice

Editor, The Post-Crescent.
I believe that Superfund designation for theFox River should be opposed at this time. Super-fund designation would mean an irrevocablecommitment to massive dredging. No othertreatment is seriously being considered.Dredging will not restore the Fox River to apristine stream. Dredging the lower Fox will notremove algae from Lake Winnebago. After 15years and several billion dollars, the river willstill be the drainage ditch for a basin holding ahalf-million people, their automobiles, theirindustries and their dairy farms. The principledifference would be suspicious-looking mud

piles nearby.Prudence demands that fish advisories, espe-cially for women of childbearing age, remain inplace for many years after dredging is complete.If dredging were delayed 15 years, some 10%

Post-Crtseenrs "Let-
Bwardfer ft, other
the other tetters, it

The same parameters
apply io "The SH-

of the 45 tons of PCBs now in Fox sediments
might be flushed into Green Bay, no more than
what would be expected to escape from the
dredging operation. In 15 years, human health
and wildlife studies might indicate dredging is
unnecessary. Or an accelerated in-place bio-
remediation method might be developed.

PCBs owe their bad reputation primarily tolab rats. Just how toxic they are to humans is notknown. Consider breast cancer, a well-studieddisease. In 1993, a study of 58 cases andmatched controls seemed to indicate a connec-tion between PCBs and breast cancer. But muchlarger studies reported in 1994 and 1997 showedno connection rNew England Journal of Medi-cine, Oct. 30, 1997, pages 1303-4). Nowadays
breast cancer is not usually listed as one of thepossible effects of PCB exposure. But this was
not always so.It is impossible not to sympathize with the
desire to dispense with the nuisance offish advi-
sories. If it were a matter of millions and a surefix, I would say, go for it. But billions for an
uncertain outcome0

Don Hayford,Anpleton



• jr > SB,— o

oft

-I W

Local Fox cleanup still best
We oppoM efforts by theUS. femrtamental

V T Protection Agency todesignate the PCD-contaminated
fox Rim as A Superfund site.But there still is an opportuni-ty for the cleanup of 39 miles ofthe river to remain la the band*of the paper mills _____and«tateD«partnuQt ofNatural Resources.They antst sanethe opportunitygi*en than by theEPA to develop afinal plan to rid the
river of dangerousconcentrations of ______(
porychlorinatei
biphenyls, a fanner byproduct ofthe papermaking process.That, we hope, will shortcu-cuit
the formal listing of the river onthe National Priorities List.
Paper mill executives repeatedlyhave told the community they are

committed to cleaning up the
rivet Now LS the time for that comiratment to take shape, including
dredging demonstration projects

Superfund dMlgnation• Our view:Paper mMs. DNR mustdevefop final cleanupplan to addressRGB contamination

planned for this fall.
That muat occur because a

Suparrund listing would be a mis-
take.

We understand the concern of
environmentalists and others
who want the Fox Rivet cleaned
up and are frustrated bj delayi.______ We, too, want thecleanup of pollu-

tants to proceed as
expeditioutly as pos-
sible But the beatway to accomplish
that i« through con-tinued cooperative
efforts involving the
mills and tke DNR,

>—————— not through thecumbersome, costly,
often ineffectual Superfund
process.
Designating the Fox BE aSuperrund cite is not the panacea

that some think it is. If so, we'd be
in favor of it. A U.S. GeneralAccounting Office report cited by
Gov. Tommy Thompson provides
ample proof of the problems with
Superfund.
The repot t showed thai less than

4$ percent of the $1.4 billion spent
on Superfund rites in 1996 actual-
ly was spent dean in g the sites.The majority of money is q>«nt onadministration costs, legal expens-es and EPA employee salaries and
travel.
If theie is a positive develop-

ment coming out of the prelimi-nary Superfund designation, it'sthe public comment period that it
allowed. We think the deluge ofcomments sun to follow wil makeit clear to the EPA, the DNR. the
milk and politicians that the FoxRiver is a natural treasure that
needs our help. The river, directly
or indirectly, touches the lives of
nearly everyone who lives and
works in the Fboc River Valley.
"The EPA h*3 offered a road

reap to the paper companies andthe state on how to avoid aSuperfund designation," saidU.SSen. Herb Kohl.
The paper companies and statemust follow that road map. And

when they do. the EPA must rec-
ognize a IOCB) solution is best and
halt the federal Superfund
process.



EPA,DNRget forumto explain
superfund
Outagamie board setsinformational session
By Judy Williams ~l( IVT °
Post-Crescent staff writer

When the Outagamie CountyBoard listened to testimony aboutthe Fox River cleanup last month,one element was missing: the gov-ernment agencies charged with pro-tecting the environment.Now, as the board prepares toact on a proposed resolution stat-ing opposition to the U.S. Environ-mental Protection Agency's possi-ble designation of the river as aSuperfund Priority Site, the boardwill hear from EPA and stateDepartment of Natural Resourcesexperts.The informational session isscheduled for 5 p.m. Tuesday in theCounty Board meeting room in thecounty administration building, 410S. Walnut St.Attendance at the session is vol-untary for county supervisors, saidSherri McNamara, legislative aideand program analyst. The meetingis open to the public, but only forlistening, not comments or a ques-•'in-and-answer period, McNama-said.• A public hearing was held on the .proposed resolution June 22. Manysupervisors were disappointed withthe small turnout at the hearingand the domination by environ-mental groups."We hear from the two extremesinstead of objective informationand an explanation of what the lawis and what the EPA does," saidGene Lillge, county executive coor-dinator.The presentations will be madeby Jim Hahenberg of the EPA'sChicago regional office and BraceBaker of the DNR.Baker and Hahenberg recentlygave presentations to the BrownCounty Executive Committee,which subsequently voted not torecommend that the Brown CountyBoard approve the resolutionopposing the EPA's involvement.Most of the wording in the Out-agamie County resolution camefrom Brown County ExecutiveNancy Nusbaum following a meet-ing of Nusbaum, Outagamie Coun-ty Executive James Schuette andWinnebago County Executive JaneVanDeHey because they wanted topresent a united front, Lillge said."It's not anti-EPA, as such. It'sjust saying let the demonstrationprojects and the information•gained from them go through, and^_.saying all the parties should come( ~'Jp with a plan," he said. The reso-vjfttion sets a Jan. 1, 2000, deadlinefor federal, state and local partiesto "work toward developing a cost-' effective, expedient sediment reme-diation strategy."That's more than adequate timeto come up with a plan, Lillge said."We didn't want time to becomethe issue," he said.

*&>
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Taddle' focuses attention on past - and future - of the Fox
By Ed Culhane
Post-Crescent staff writer

Gideon Hoekstra of Menasha,who is 3, was sitting in the front ofa canoe with his father, Greg,working the paddle behind him.Up ahead, the river canal seemedto end at a high, solid wall.
But a crack had appeared in thewall, and now two large doors wereswinging open, pushing aside tons

of water, making way for .13canoes, a kayak, two long "northcanoes" carrying state and localdignitaries, and one motor boatstaffed with two uniformed conser-vation wardens.
"What's that?" Gideon said, farmore impressed with doors thatopen on a river than the fact hewas surrounded by mayors, statelegislators, officials with the stateDepartment of Natural Resources

and assorted regular folk in privatecanoes.
"That's the lock." his father told

him. The lock is a boat elevator.It's going to let us down so we cango into the lake."
Gideon was taking his place inthe state's Sesquicentennial Pad-dle Through Tune, a celebration,in the year of the state's 150thbirthday, of the Fox River's storiedrole in the area's history.

The lock in the governmentcanal at Menasha, and 16 othersbetween here and De Pere, werebuilt more than 100 years ago tocreate a river of commerce be-tween the Great Lakes and theMississippi River.Now most of them are inopera-tive, and none of them are neces-sary for commerce, and theirfuture has long been the subject of
Ptease see MDOLE, B5

APPLETON MAYOR
TIM HANNA joined
other elected officials,
DNR employees and
representatives of
conservation groups
Saturday for a "Pad-
dle Through Time"
on the Fox River.
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OUR VIEWS 4
Time to get moving beforethe sands tun out

"\ Tes, the ticking is getting much louder in the Fox Val-y ley. The U.S. Environmental Protection AgencyJL brought the witching hour much closer last Thursdaywhen it said that it wfll seek to place the Fox River - thelifeblood of our home - on a list of the nation's biggest envi-ronmental hazards.The EPA's next step would be to declare the PCB-contam-inated Fox River a Superfimd site, in the process guarantee-ing the federal government a leading role in determiningwhat avenues would be used to clean our waterway.If there is one thing Wisconsin and Wisconsinites finddistasteful, it is having someone else tell us what to do.But the simple fact is somebody out there better wake uppretty quick and find a solution or our next bedmate will bethe bureaucracy that is our federal governmentThere does seem to be an out,though, because the EPA (which hasn'talways done itself big favors in estab-lishing credibility) seems to be tellingthe Fox community that if we can gettogether and come up with a solution,it will bow out
The first thing that should be doneis for the Fox River Group - the sev-en, industries being held responsible fortiie PCB discharge into our river - andthe state Department of NaturalResources to end their eight-month



nver
It is unfath-
omable that
these two

- - AJ ivi me -i WA rvivcr vjTUUp — UQC 5CV"en industries being held responsible forthe PCB discharge into our river - andthe state Department of Natural
Resources to end their eight-monthslumber and start talking to each otheragain.
If there is no agreement on reopen-ing talks by the end of this week, thereis no question but that Goy. TommyThompson should throw his substantialpolitical weight around and force thesetwo groups, his state agency and a

group of his strongest supporters in hiscontinuous runs for the governorship,to restart talks that never should havebeen interrupted.
It is unfathomable that these twoboth of groups - both of which claim they :, . , , . want to find a solution to our PCB •WHICH Claim dilemma - haven't found a way to get *

thev want together over coffee and doughnuts for !3 a discussion since last September, even 3

to find a as the polluted waters of the Fox have ?i +i 4. roiled in controversy.Solution tO A hot topic of these talks should be
OUT PCB kow Qu"*!ytwo proposed demonstra-' tion dredging projects can take place.dilemma - The answer should be sometime beforev >- we turn another page on the calendar.fiaven I EPA's statement explaining its actionfound a Way Thursday said that available resultsJ from the dredging testings would beto get integrated into the agency's risk assess-+r\cia.+\*a.f *Xr> &&& ̂d feasibility study, which is duetOgeiner lor -m September.
a discus- Conjecture is that if the test dredg-ing is done in August, results will be;ion .«m/»o ready by early ]999 Add it up yĵ gtoo late.

SlOn Since
last

Someone - and the finger seems tofleetly at fae pox RjVer Group,
which is funding these dredging demos- must put the pressure on those doing the testing andanalysis to move with punctilious speed to make accuratefindings available as soon as humanly possible.. . . _ . A— -»-; — «-»«- - « « • » . - — - - • • • • . . .



WHICH is lunaing inese ureagmg uemos- must put the pressure on those doing the testing andanalysis to move with punctilious speed to make accuratefindings available as soon as humanly possible.And while all that data is being studied, dissected and.-. •-analyzed, the state DNR and our own FRG should workhard to initialize plans for the needed cleanup and the fund-ing of this massive undertaking.One of the keys here will be coming up with something ofan accurate estimate of the cost of this cleanup. There havebeen many figures tossed about that are frightening. TheDNR has used $600 million as a possible cost, while theFox River Group has predicted that removal of 80 percentof the contaminants will cost as much as $3 billion.A 500 percent difference, especially when you are talkingabout hundreds of millions and billions, is an awfully largedisagreement and it doesn't seem to be asking too much forthe concerned parties to put their cards on the table witheach other and explain how they reached these figures. Whoknows, they might just come up with something they canboth agree upon.But even if these two high-powered groups can sit downand start to talk things out, that won't be enough.The municipalities that make up the Fox Valley communi-ty must have those they have placed in positions of leader-ship to forcefully come forth with ideas and proposals. Theyshould also probably start pondering what will happen ifthese local governments get pulled into the settlement frayand are required to contribute some staggering amount tothe cleanup cookie jar. After all, it was with the blessing ofthe communities that the paper companies sent these pollu-tants - many times through drainage systems run by munici-palities - into the Fox,If some culpability is found on their part, who knows howmuch it will cost and where that money will come from. Itseems apparent that insurance policies better be checkedquickly and carefully, expenditures should be studied andperhaps even a Fox River cleanup sales tax over a period ofyears should be looked atAnd then there are the rest of us. Those who haveenjoyed life in the Fox Valley, much of it made possiblebecause of the existence of the paper companies.What exactly do we want to happen and how do we thinkit should be paid for?There are many questions. But the biggest question is whoshould come up with answers. It will be either us or them.Right now, the window is open for us to make this decision.Let's do it and do it right



river
Computerspave wayfor Foxcleanup
Surprising details oncontamination havebeen produced byDNR technology?//*/«"By Ed Culhane
Post-Crescent staff writer ( ' '

At the center of the debate onhow best to remove dangerouschemicals from the Fox River liessome of the most sophisticatedcomputer technology in the world.That technology is now yieldingsome surprising results, includingthe recent revelation that industrydischarged far more chemicals thanoriginally thought.The state Department of Natur-al Resources is now estimating thatsix paper mills along the river dis-charged between tt'shightimefor partiesinvolved inthePCB
cleanup tostart talking.
VIEWS: D-4

420,000 and825,000 poundsof PCBs into theFox in the peri-od beginning in1954 and endingin the mid-1970s.Previous esti- ^^^^^^^mates, based on ;

analysis of river sediments, had putthe total at 250,000 pounds.Where those chemicals aretoday has yet to be determined.Some have washed downstreamand into the waters of Green Bayand Lake Michigan, but it is alsolikely that larger concentrations ofchemicals exist in the river thanpreviously thoughtThis could explain why scientistsfor two demonstrationprojects scheduled for lat-er this summer found PCBs insome sediments in dangerouslyhigh concentrations of 100 partsper million, much higher than wasthought to exist in those areas.PCBs and other contaminants
Please see CLEANUP, A-11



CLEANUP: Computers doing advance work
Frsm A-1
exist in different concentrations in
different locations in differentkinds of sediment throughout a 39-mile stretch of the Fox River, anenvironment which is in constantflux as stream fiows vary, tempera-tures change and water levels rise
and fall.The business of determining thebest cleanup plan and its cost hastaken years of research and hascompelled the state Department ofNatural Resources to develop state-of-the-art computer models thatincorporate both stream hydrologyand molecular biology."This is not a simple task," saidBrace Baker, deputy administratorof the state Department of NaturalResources.Created by internationally recog-nized scientists and computer engi-neers, at the cost of millions of dol-lars, these models are being used topredict how chemicals and sedi-ments will move over time, andhow changes in stream flows willaffect those movements.Much of the money came fromindustry, with significant contribu-tions from federal grants.Computer technology will alsopredict the results of variouscleanup options, from doing noth-ing at all to a massive and incredi-bly expensive attempt to removemillions of cubic yards of sedimentfrom the river bottom.Combined with other complexcomputer models, they will predictthe amount of time and effort it willtake before fish in the Fox Riverand Lake Michigan are once againsafe to eat.Those computer predictions,Baker said, will ultimately deter-mine whether industry chooses tonegotiate a cleanup settlement ortake its chances in court, a top stateofficial said."It is really going to come downat some point to what is thecieanup option and what does itcost," Baker said. "That is going todrive whether there are lawsuits ornegotiations."Baker said officials representing

result that might not have beenanticipated by industry officials.Among the conclusions:• More than 98 percent of thePCBs discharged by the end of1971 were due to the production ofcarbonless paper and the de-inkingof paper scraps that resulted fromthat production.And this:• "Five facilities accounted forover 98% of the PCBs dischargedinto the river. These include PHGlatfelter and the associatedArrowhead landfill, Fort James-Green Bay West, Appleton Papers-Locks Mill, Appleton Papers-Coat-ing Mill and the Wisconsin TissueCo. Discharges from all remainingmills under any set of assumptionsnever exceeded 2 percent of thetotal."Those companies identified bythe U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency as being among thoseresponsible for the pollution, butwhose discharges fall within the 2percent total, are Riverside Paper

Corp. and U.S. Paper Mills Corp.Baker said a final draft cf thesediment modeling study will be
available within weeks. The EPA'srisk .assessment and feasibilitystudy on the proposed rivercleanup - a massive undertakingthat is expected to take more than20 years and cost hundreds of mil-lions of dollars - is being conduct-ed by the DNR and is expected tobe released bv December.



drive whether there are lawsuits ornegotiations."
Baker said officials representingthe seven industries expected topay for the cleanup were concernedabout the effectiveness of the tech-nology and demanded a study todetermine if they work.This was possible, Baker said,because the computer models canbe told to look back in time as wellas forward.Because the agency has physical-ly characterized the state of conta-minants and sediments in the riverover time - and possesses accurate,historical information on streamflows - the computer's picture ofthe past could then be compared towhat is already known..A recent study, designed todetermine how effective these com-puter models are, has convincedboth state and federal officials thatthe DNR's computer models dowork. That study is still beingreviewed by industry, Baker said."We are absolutely convincedthat we don't have to make anychanges to the model," Baker said."If the model was in serious trou-ble, there would be people criticiz-ing it openly by now. The fact thatjou don't hear much about it is anindication that things are not allgoofed up."Industry also depended on thestudy to determine among them-selves the relative amounts ofchemicals discharged by each ofthe industries.This was a tricky problem forindustry, because it required eachcompany to release proprietaryinformation that could by used byother companies for a competitiveadvantage.' "We were the only ones in a posi-tion to gather that information,since some of that information theywould be unwilling to share witheach other," Baker said.While the specific, proprietaryinformation was kept confidential,the results of the study were con-tained hi a public document, a
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Industries polluted; industries should
Editor, The Post-Crescent:Cheers to Rebecca Katers, direc-tor of the Clean Water ActionCouncil, who battled for cleaningup the Fox River. One person canlight a fire to awaken the slumber-ing many. It has been said, "A turtlemoves forward only by sticking itsneck out."Environmentalists want actionin a significant cleanup. The DNR,the paper industry, the Chamber ofCommerce seem to practice thesmooth language of evasion. Noone is truly facing the dilemma.The culprit from paper mills ischlorine, which helps to create di-oxin, one of the most toxic chemi-cals ever made. Our historic FoxRiver waters have been sickened bypoisonous effluent. "The influenceof our affluence is showing in oureffluent" was a phrase of a com-:ttee on water studies in Madison, .....at I attended.Jacques Cousteau said not longago, "Our wastes should not bedumped out of sight in the riversand sea. They come back to, us onour dinner tables in the fish we eat.We live in a water-dependentecosystem."The paper industry is not unlikethe tobacco industry in that bothare polluters, both cause healthproblems.The taxpayers should not be sad-dled with the cost of cleanup of ariver that is poisoning all life. Thecorporations who caused the de-struction should be responsible forcleanup.Let's not wait until we are oblig-ed to ask the paper industry, as Gol-da Meier asked Anwar Sadat,"What took you so long?"Let us opt for clean rivers andclean air to make a healthier Amer-ica. Lilas Lipske,Appleton

Big words can provedaunting with PCBs
Editor, The Post-CrescentBeing an informed citizen is notalways easy, "polychlorinated bi-phenyls" is a big word, and one thatraises more questions thananswers.

As a high school chemistryteacher, I see the anxiety that big,complicated chemical names canhave on students, and I have ahunch that it is also the reason forthe low turnout at the public hear- iing held recently.Even I stayed away, hoping thatp "experts" would show up andthe
give the'board some good advice. Idid not feel qualified (even with abackground in chemistry) to tellthe county board what to do.PCBs are believed to causeeverything from thin-shelled eagleeggs to cancer in humans. Who amI to voice my opinion on the bestway to clean up tons of it? When itcomes to making the big decision, Isuffer chemistry anxiety just likemy students.

What I know is that I care aboutthe Fox River, and I want it to becleaner for my grandchildren thanit was and is for me. Does thatmean we need the EPA? Goodquestion.One thing I would like the boardto keep in mind when making theirdecision is that "we are the govern-ment" Don't lose faith in how ourgovernment works because of thefoolishness going on in Washing-ton. If the 2,400 employees of Ap-pleton Papers are concerned abouttheir jobs if the EPA comes in andforces the companies to spendenormous amounts of money onthe cleanup, then we should let the ,EPA be aware of this, and work
towards a compromise - they"clbwork for us.To citizens interested in becom-ing an informed citizen: The Apple-ton Public Library has informationin-house, and posted on the Web athttp:/www.apl.org/pages/pcb.html.Mark Janssen,Little Chute

What about a rivermining moratorium?
Editor, The Post-Crescent:

Over the past few months I haveread many articles written by peo-ple who seem to feel endangered bythe mere presence of some PCBs inthe mud of the Fox River bottom.They also imply that the seven pa-per companies involved had donesomething illegal and should be !

pun-ished for their "sins of the .past."
Don't they know that it was thepaper companies themselves thatblew the whistle on PCBs, and vol-untarily stopped putting them intothe sewer system way back in 1971 .If, after 27 years, the PCBs arestill present in the mud of the riverbottom, I'd say that's good evi-dence that they are entombed andshould remain there.
I haven't seen any of the activism ;.'-that resulted in a mining moratori-um up in Crandon.
The moratorium required Exxonto provide proof that the proposed .mining process has been used suc-cessfully elsewhere for some num-ber of years. Why not apply thesame safety requirements to themining of PCBs from the Fox Riv-er? After all, the dredging processis really an underwater open pitmining operation. Put on a morato- ":rium for some number of years and :then require the pro-dredge people •to show proof that this dredgingsystem has worked in a flowing riv-er.
If the PCBs are still potent oru?ciscricus," we could hope thattrey would kill the lamprey eels cr

"THe zeoralSusseisT' butTa7as~~everT"";'.he fish-eating sagies near Kaakau- '..na are thriving. The dredging wouldsurely disrupt the habitat of thenative Wisconsin salamander. Ifother places can prevail in savingsnail darters, spotted owls, and kan-garoo rats we should do the rightthing and "Save our Mudpuppies."Don Krabbe,Seymour
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EEN BAY - The death oficida Nation tribal elder lede cancellation of today'suled General Tribal Councilng to review controversialig of a new arena and expand-• invention center for Brown
i.y.
: meeting was scheduled to,s whether the tribe shouldiom taxes from its Radisson)tel to help pay for construc-f a $40 million Brown Coun-•na and $ 12 million to expandreen Bay convention center.• meeting has been resched->r Aug 1.foal spokeswoman Bobbier said it is normal for theo cancel events and meetingsa tribal member dies.s a standard procedure in theia community. One death innmmunity affects so many'." she said.foster identified the deceasedvear-old Reginald M. Denny,shkosh resident who diedosday. Denny will be buriedat Riverside Cemetery in
ish.•is was simply an unforeseenThis is a very prominentin the Oneida tribe so they
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DNR taps northern landfill
to receive PCB sediments
from Fox River, New Holstein
and Sheboygan River sites

Post-Crescent photo by Mike De Sisti
THE PCB-FiLLEO sediment from dredging on the Fox River in De Pere (above) and in Kimberly will be transported to Sarona.

Town of Sarona official expects
negative local reaction to landfill

By Doug Erickson
Post-Crescent staff writer

Contaminated sediment dredgedfrom the Fox River during twoupcoming demonstration projectswould be trucked more than 200
miles away to Washburn County
under a state proposal announcedFriday.The Department of NaturalResources said it intends to awardthe disposal contract to Houston-based Browning-Ferris Industries,which owns the Lake Area Landfillin the Town of Sarona.It was the low bidder of four com-panies.That means thousands of tons ofdried sediment contaminated with

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs),
a suspected carcinogen, could endup in the rural northwestern Wis-consin county."People won't react favorably to
this, I can tell you that," said Paul
Hagen, a Town of Sarona supervisorand a member of the Local Moni-
toring Committee for the landfill."I'm sure there will be some con-cerned citizens," said Sarona TownChairman Russell Furchtenicht. "Iguess we have to have faith in theDNR that we're not getting haz-
ardous waste that will contaminatethe area."DNR officials maintain that the
disposal procedure is sound and rel-

Please see LANDFILL, BACK PAGE

SaronaWashbum County
• About 100,000 tons ofdried PCB sediments from
four locations are schedul-
ed to be transported to alandfill in Sarona.

Jordan Creek/Pine Creek site
on tap:
• A public meeting to discusstransportation and disposal
plans is scheduled for Aug. 12 in Rice Lake.

Superfund site

EPA chief blasts industry for minimizing PCB threat
By Bob Vrtale
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - PCBs are no longerentering the nation's waterways, but thosestill in them pose a serious threat to nearbycommunities and residents, EPA Adminis-
trator Carol Browner said this week.

Countering industry claims that the PCB-laden Hudson River is posing no danger toresidents along its banks, Browner wentbefore a committee of the New York Legis-lature on Thursday to deliver what environ-mentalists called one of her agency'sstrongest statements ever on the need toclean them up.

Her comments came the same day EPAwas taking one of its strongest actions everon PCB pollution in Northeast Wisconsin'sFox River, proposing that a 39-mile stretchbe placed under the federal Superfund pro-gram to end years of cleanup delays.
Please see THREAT, BACK PAGE
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Minergy plant plaguet
By Ed Lowe
Post-Crescent staff writer

NEENAH - The latest in a string of at least
five fire calls at Minergy Corp., 231 Millview
Drive, tied up the entire Neenah Fire Department
and required the services of three other area
departments Friday night. **

One firpfiehter sufferer! minor heat-relatfc.

quickly, Relien saidThe blaze, repoinside a 70-foot tacyclone, which Mirpaper byproducts.sludge, converting icent P.H. Glatfelterin the constructionFirefighters fron
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Yesterday's high 78
Overnight low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 9
Today's record high . . . . . . . 100 (1936)
Today's record low . . . . . . . . . . 5 1 ( 1978)
24-hour precipitation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Cooling degree days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . 5
Today's sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 : 3 8
Tomorrow's s u n r i s e - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 ;22
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yboys, best known for their
nd Ring" in 1965, perform at
t ia l Celebration today. Tickets
57-6447 for info.

LANDFILL: PCB
disposal plan
targets smallnorthern town
From A-1
ativeiy safe. Because PCBs adhere
tightly to dried sediment, they
shouldn't end up in the rainwater
and snowmelt that soaks into and
runs through landfills, they say.That runoff, called leachate,drains into pipes and is treated at a
local wastewater plant. The
leachate will be tested regularly forPCBs, said Bruce Baker, theDNR's deputy administrator for
water."I think people get confusedbecause we talk a lot about the
health effects of PCBs in the aquat-ic environment where they'reexposed to the food chain," he said."This is different. They are not
causing a major risk by having this
stuff disposed there."The disposal plan is subject topublic review before the bid is for-mally awarded this fall. The DNRhas scheduled an Aug. 12 meeting
in Rice Lake to answer residents'
questions.

"I would expect people there willtake the PCB waste issue very seri-
ously. If I lived next door to it, I'dwant to make darned sure it wasgoing to stay in place, too," saidMark Stokstad of the DNR's north-ern region. His staff will handle thelandfill regulatory role."We're very confident the land-fill will be able to contain those
wastes," he said. "It's a very high-quality, well-operated landfill."The contract covers about
92,500 tons of PCB-contaminated

Thomson Newspapers photo by Gary C. Klein of The Sheboygan Pre
PCB WASTES from the Fox River will join 5,000 tons of waste to be dredged from the Sheboygan Riv
er Superfund site as well as 7,500 tons from another site in New Holstein.
sediments from three areas in thestate.The majority of that soil, about80,000 tons, will come from thelower Fox River, where demonstra-tion projects in Kimberly and DePere will extract PCBs this fall as adredging test.The rest of the sediment headedfor the landfill will come from theSheboygan River Superfund site(5,000 tons) and the JordanCreek/Pine Creek site in New Hol-stein (7,500 tons).PCBs are manmade chemicalsbanned by the federal governmentin 1977. They once were widelyused by paper companies in themanufacture of carbonless copypaper and other products. They are

now considered a significant healththreat to the aquatic and naturalresources of the state.Browning-Ferns Industries bid$5.7 million for the contract, or
about $62 per ton. That's consid-ered a good price by the DNR,which once had predicted it mightcost up to $100 per ton to disposeof the soil, Baker said.

The other bids came from theMichigan-based EnvironmentalQuality Company ($ 12 .9 million),Racine-based USA Waste of Wis-consin ($ 1 1 .5 million), and Fonddu Lac-based Superior Services($7.6 million).Superior Services would havedisposed of the waste at landfills inEau Claire and Horicon, Baker

said. USA Waste's landfill is neaRacine, he said.Furchtenicht, the Town oSarona chairman, said he jus,learned of the PCB contract Frida\from the DNR and the landfiicompany."My first reaction was that I'nnot even sure what PCBs are," hisaid. "I'm sure you in Appleton anmuch more aware of what they anthen we are here."Both he and Hagen said the\have been impressed with the wa>BFI has managed the landfill tinlast few years.Still, they will be reviewing trucontract between the town and trucompany and researching PCBsthey said.

THREAT: EPA administrator blasts industry view on PCBs
From A-1

In her New York speech, Brown-er said the EPA "will not hesitate totake strong and immediate action"to protect the public from environ-mental hazards. She accused Gen-eral Electric Corp., which dis-charged PCBs into the Hudsonfrom the 1940s until 1977, of mis-
leading the public about the dan-gers those chemicals cause.

And she refuted GE claims -the same kind made in Wisconsinby seven companies responsible for
the Fox River's PCB contamina-tion - that the problem is dissi-pating naturally."EPA's latest analysis shows thatmore than 20 years after PCBswere last produced, the environ-
ment cannot simply heal itself," shesaid.GE spokesman David Warshawtold the Albany Times Union thatBrowner's comments "overstate therisk and don't reflect real-worldconditions.""PCBs do not cause cancer inhumans," nor have they beenproven as the cause for any other
adverse health effects, he told thenewspaper.Browner cited reams of data she

said prove otherwise.A 1996 EPA review of more than20 scientific studies found thechemicals to cause cancer in ani-mals and possibly in humans, shesaid. Preliminary research indicatesthat PCBs might impair children'sgrowth and development^ sheadded, and new studies have foundevidence of alink betweenPCBs and non-Hodgkins lym-phoma."We do nothave every sin-gle answer, norevery singlepiece of data,"Browner said."But clearly thescience has spo-ken: PCBs are a serious threat - athreat to our health, a threat to ourenvironment, a threat to ourfuture."EPA is currently in a battle withGE over efforts to move forward oncleanup of the Hudson River,which has been on the nationalSuperfund list for more than adecade. The company is pushing arules change in Congress thatwould require the agency to con-

BROWNER

EPA brings alphabet soup
of acronyms to Valley

NPL: National Priorities List,which is the list of sites nation-wide that EPA thinks are themost hazardous.PRP: The businesses andpeople deemed to have causedthe pollution at a hazardouswaste site are called PotentiallyResponsible Parties.HRS: Hazardous RankingSystem. It's a numerical scoregiven after scientific studies thathelps the EPA decide on Super-fund listings.
The Fox River received anHRS score of 50, which put it inthe top 25 percent of sites

already on the list.ARC: The Fox River is one of96 bodies of water around thecountry considered an Area ofProbable Concern. These areplaces contaminated enoughthat wildlife and people whoconsume them face health risks.RI/FS: This is the next stepfor EPA's consideration of theFox River as a national Super-
fund site. It stands for a Reme-dial Investigation/FeasibilityStudy, during which the agencyreviews previous studies andlooks at possible cleanup strate-gies.

duct more studies before going for-ward with plans to dredge the river.Dredging is also opposed by FoxValley companies that say it is toocostly and would only stir up PCBsthat have settled into river sedi-ment.Browner, however, said that in

upstate New York the EPA "wiinot turn away from our responsibiiities, even when they require dred^i
ing."She vowed that the agency wi!come up with its final cleanu]plans for the Hudson by the end <•2000.
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SUPPORT CLEANUP: The cleanupof the Fox River will be addressed at the
Outagamie County Board's Property
Committee meeting at 3:30 p.m. Tuesdayat the administration building. The coun-
ty executive and supervisors need to hear
from the people in this area that the river
cleanup is essential. The EPA designationof the Fox River as a Superfund site may
be the definite way to get the cleanup
done. Negotiations with paper companies

IT'S YOUR

YOUR CHANCE TO VOICE A BRIEF
OPINION OF ANY SUBJECT

GREAT OR SMALL
PHONE: 734-5678

and the state have gone on for more thana decade and the PCBs remain in the riv-er. The July 14 Property Committeemeeting wifl be followed by the Board of

Supervisors meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the
old courthouse. Go to these meetings
and show support for the cleanup.Penny Bernard Schaber,Appleton
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Outagamie board delays Superf und vote
By Judy Williams
Post-Crescent staff writer

Declining to follow the lead set_byWinnebago County and other areagovernments, the Outagamie CountyBoard TUesday decided not to takeaction on a resolution opposing theinvolvement of the U.S. Environmen-tal Protection Agency in the Fox Rivercleanup.Instead, the board plans to hold apublic hearing on the issue beforedeciding what action to take on theproposed resolution that opposes "anyproposal to consider or decision to infact include the Fox River on theNational Priorities List as a SuperfundPriority Site at this time."

A date for the public hearing hasnot yet been set. Corporation CounselJoseph Guidote is checking to see howmuch advance notice is required. Hesaid he expects it to be two weeksbefore the hearing can be scheduled.The EPA is expected to decide inJune or July whether to put the river,which is polluted by poiychlorinatedbiphenyls discharged into the water bypaper mills located along the river, onthe national Superfund list.County Executive James Schuettedeclined to take a stance on the issue,
but he urged the board to hold thepublic hearing as soon as possible andschedule it separately from a regularCounty Board meeting because it like-
ly will attract a vocal crowd.

"This is an issue that's going to be
around a long time, and at some point
in time, counties will have to get
involved to whatever degree," said
Schuette.

"I think it's critical that you under-
stand that probably this issue is going
to divide the community, is going to
divide families and probably is goingto divide this board."

Schuette said he has read informa-
tion on all sides of the issue of clean-
ing PCBs from the Fox River but he
still doesn't have the answers.

"I don't think that you people do,
either," he told the board.

The resolution was also before the
Property, Airport, Recreation and

Economic Development Committee
in a meeting preceding the full County
Board meeting. The committee aiSOdelayed taking action.

Rebecca Kjters, of the Clean WaterAction Council, in Green H;:y, askedsupervisors not to rush • • > re so l j i n i n .- "We're concerned with trie speedwith which this resolution is goingthrough," said Katers.She said Superfund is the only
source of money up front und only
EPA involvement would allow cleanup
action and human health assessmentsto begin almost immediately.

Sarah Welch, alsi . t ' i e n n Water
Action Council member, urged the
committee "to take it slow and he con-
servative with your decoions ."

Site said there should be more time
for public input before the board goes
:m recoid opposing EPA involvement.

Schuertc Mid he asked lor the reso-
lution to ne put on the agenda "to get
it on the table" in conjunction with
Brown and Winnebago counties.

He predicted the issue of Super-
fund designation of the Fox River and
federal EPA involvement in the
cleanup issue will remain a con-
tentious topic for years.

While Winnebago Countj already
has passed the resolution opposing
Superfund des ignat ion, Brown Coun-
u officials are scheduled to deliberate
the issue later this month and take
action m J u i \ .

rthe--»—Î Ry
river



LETTERS

PCBs do not yet pose a physical or financial threat
Editor, The Post-Crescent:; In a recent editorial youbemoaned the apathy of local citi-zens to the PCB problem in the FoxRiver.Human nature being what it is,we have a tendency to let a sleepingdog lie unless we feel that our phys-ical or financial health is beingthreatened.With respect to PCBs in the bedof the Fox River, local citizens havea hard time feeling physicallythreatened by them. After all, priorto the 1970s, we all drank the PCB-laden water of the river and theredoesn't seem to be any evidence ofharm to our health from that con-sumption. So citizens are apatheticto the proposed cleanup of the riv-er so long as someone else is fin-gered to pay the bill.If The Post-Crescent would like tofocus the attention of the local citi-zenry on the problem, why not

Prior to the 1970s, we all drank the
PCB-laden water of the river and there

doesn't seem to be any evidence of harm to
our health from that consumption.

write an editorial informing thepublic that under environmentallaw, a transporter of toxic waste isjointly liable with the polluter forthe cost of cleanup.The editorial should note thatthe municipal governments in theFox Cities transported PCB-ladeneffluent to the Fox River throughtheir sewer systems. It shouldexplain that the boards of directorsof the corporations singled out asdefendants in federal and state law-suits to recover the costs of dredg-ing the length of the Fox River will

have no choice but to implead themunicipalities in the Fox Cities forcontribution. At this point apathet-ic citizens should become threat-ened taxpayers and dialog willbegin.With the paucity of any hard evi-dence that the health of local citi-zens has been or will be damagedby the presence of PCBs in the FoxRiver, common sense would dictatethat the river bed not be roiled andbe allowed to heal itself over time.Charles Banker,Appleton

;• ii.:; t&i *T
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Many younger couplesfind the restoration of oldhomes to be a labor of lovethat pays off with futurefinancial equity and atruly unique place to live
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Growing possibility of river
^sa Superfund site creates
gulf between state, federal
officials and area industriesFOXclock starts

inside today
*l While some Appleton-areaofficials strongly oppose a
Superfund designation for the
Fox River, many officials in
Brown County are supporting
federal involvement.

• U.S. Rep. Jay Johnson sayscompanies responsible for the
PCB contamination have the
power to head off a potential
Superfund designation.
;3wMias ?** .rvig;* 2-*



PosiCrrocent photo by M&a Oe S-si<
'Fox River on a list of the nation's biggest environmental hazards.

fresh negotiations,;t since last September

}ie fray - the possibility of,anup plan acceptable to all;mote.is depressing to AppletonHanna, who has seen hisGraphical feature branded asition problem with no solu-

tions on the table."Doesn't this seem like something thateither needs to be mediated or negotiated?"he said Thursday. "You have a dispute be-tween regulatory agencies. Someone needsto mediate that before this train wrecks."Dennis Hultgren of Appleton PapersCo.. representing the Fox River Group -the seven industries being held responsiblefor the PCB discharge - said the last pro-posal by the federal government was sounacceptable that industry representativeswere len speechless."We are so far apart," Hultgren said."How do you respond?"The exact nature of that proposal is

tup isjot 'if
I is the "best and.0 ensure cleanup./ decide to actual-iuperfund site -:. !ement was simply[with a final deci-.' T - it would putire watchful feder-Yjiade clear, howev-. ,more than willing! ing if the compa-n Department ofjcome up with aninup plan on their

,1 cleanup, one way
8 EPA, BACK PAGE
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Please see RIVER, BACK PAGE

JASON
MEULEMANS,
15, of Kaukau-
na tries his luck
fishing from a
rocky perch in
Kaukauna. The
EPA claims
the"best and
most efficient
way" to ensure
cleanup of the
river is by listing
it on the federal
government's
National Priori-
ties List.
Poat-CfMcanl photo
b* Dan Powers

w U.S. Rep. Jay Johnson sayscompanies responsible for the
PCB contamination have the
power to head off a potential
Superfund designation.

it What's it all about? Questionand Answer to help you sort
out the EPA's announcement.

(.V-lX t> 1

what's next
Here's a look at what will hap-pen over the next few years asa result of Thursday's decisionby the EPA to formally consid-er Superfund designation forthe Fox River:
tt luttniw<u.toii«i*j*L'rhe EPAwill be accepting public com-ments on its proposal to placethe Fox on its National Priori-ties List
* la the a*u,t six nwflths; Offi-cials at the agency will be con-ducting more studies to deter-mine whether Superfund list-ing is necessary.
•UaUw»*Ktj«4r;The EPA willdecide whether to actually des-ignate the Fox River as a Sup-erfund site. Officials say, how-ever, that a listing could be de-layed or avoided if progress ismade on cleanup talks be-tween the state and seven areacompanies responsible for riv-er pollution.
• In the next two ¥«*•« If a vol-untary agreement is reachedwithout Superfund designa-tion, the first cleanup effortscould begin, according to Dav-id Ullrich, acting administratorfor EPA's Midwest regionaloffice.

ch said "it'shard to tell right now" whencleanup will be completed withor without a Superfund desig-nation.

your voice
To submit comments to the EPA, write:Docket CoordinatorU A EPA HeadquartersCERCLA Docket OfficeMail Code 52010



:PA OFFICIALS on Thursday said they will seek to place the Fox River on a list of the nation's biggest environmental hazards.

Despite calls for fresh negotiations,parties have not met since last September
By Ed Culhane

Post-Crescent staff writer
s

he growing possibilitythat the chemicallypolluted Fox River willbe listed as a federalSuperfund site high-lights the tremendousrift that separates stateand federal officialsand the seven indus-tries expected to payfor the cleanup.Behind the calls for a new round of nego-tiations lies a stark and disturbing fact -the principal parties to the cleanup processhave not shared the same room since last

September.No one can saywhen the warring par-ties might start talk-ing, and as the publicinformation warheats up - with thevarious sides becom-ing entrenched intheir positions and _________other groups addingtheir voices to the fray - the possibility ofa negotiated cleanup plan acceptable to allparties seems remote.All of which is depressing to AppletonMayor Timothy Hanna, who has seen hiscity's chief geographical feature branded asa national pollution problem with no solu-

HANNA

EPA officials say cleanup isnow matter of 'when,' not 'if
By Bob VIM*

Post-Crescent Washington bureau
WASHINGTON - The U.S. Envi-ronmental Protection Agency saidThursday that it will seek to place theFox River on a list of the nation's big-gest environmental hazards, a movetop officials said puts long-stalledcleanup efforts in the category of"when" rather than "if."Expressing frustration with sevencompanies that dumped PCBs intothe river for two decades and havebeen discussing cleanup options forabout as long, the director of EPA'sSuperfund program said adding theFox to the federal government's Nat-

ional Priorities List is the "best andmost efficient way" to ensure cleanup.Should the agency decide to actual-ly list the Fox as a Superfund site -Thursday's announcement was simplya proposal to do so, with a final deci-sion up to a year off - it would putcleanup under a more watchful feder-al eye. The agency made clear, howev-er, that it would be more than willingto delay a final listing if the compa-nies and Wisconsin Department ofNatural Resources come up with anacceptable river cleanup plan on theirown. "There must be a cleanup, one way

tions on the table."Doesn't this seem like something thateither needs to be mediated or negotiated?"he said Thursday. "You have a dispute be-tween regulatory agencies. Someone needsto mediate that before this train wrecks."Dennis Hultgren of Appleton PapersCo., representing the Fox River Group -the seven industries being held responsiblefor the PCB discharge - said the last pro-posal by the federal government was sounacceptable that industry representativeswere left speechless."We are so far apart," Hultgren said."How do you respond?"The exact nature of that proposal is
Please see RIVER, BACK PAGE

Please see EPA, BACK PAGE

JASON
MEULEMANS,
15. of Kaukau-
na tries his luck
fishing from a
rocky perch in
Kaukauna. The
EPA claims
the"best and
most efficient
way" to ensure
cleanup of the
river is by listing
it on the federal
government's
National Priori-
ties List.
Po«-C™«c«nt photo
by OanP

a result of Thursday's decisionby the EPA to formally consid-er Superfund designation forthe Fox River

will be accepting public com-ments on its proposal to placethe Fox on its National Priori-ties Ldst

cials at the agency will be con-ducting more studies to deter-mine whether Superfund list-ing is necessary.
*rntheaestj«ar.The EPA willdecide whether to actually de»ignate the Fox River as a Sup-erfund site. Officials say, how-ever, that a listing could be de-layed or avoided if progress ismade on cleanup talks be-tween the state and seven areacompanies responsible for riv-er pollutioa
• Satfce nsxttne jean: If a vol-untary agreement is reachedwithout Superfund designa-tion, the first cleanup effortscould begin, according to Dav-id Ullrich, acting administratortor EPA's Midwest regionaloffice.
« Unknown: Ullrtti said "it'shard to tell right now" whencleanup will be completed withor without a Superfund desig-nation.

your voice
To submit comments to the EPA, write:Docket CoordinatorUA EPA HeadquartersCERCLA Docket OfficeMail Code 5201G



A-10 THE
RIVER: Cleanup process pits state,federal officials against each other
From A-1
shielded by confidentiality, but aninformed source outside industry or gov-
ernment told The Post-Crescent that theindustries were invited to support theremoval of 80% of the contaminated sedi-ments in the river.Industry officials have estimated thiscleanup option would cost $3 billion whileleaving their companies forever liable forany problems arising from the remainingcontamination or from any contaminatedsediments that would be dredged and
stored in landfills.The official with the U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency whomade the decision to pro-pose the Fox River as aSuperfund site said thespecter of the federal gov-ernment using itsenforcement powers toforce a cleanup couldspeed the process.Timothy Fields Jr., theagency's acting assistantadministrator, said the
decision was difficult forhim, given the oppositionto Superfund listingvoiced by Goy. TommyThompson, the stateDepartment of NaturalResources and the major-ity of local elected offi-cials, but he said hebelieved it was the bestand most efficient way toensure a cleanup of theFox River. _______

"I believe the ... pro-
posal will provide theneeded incentive for the (seven industries)to negotiate more seriously with the stateand the EPA," Fields said.Thompson called the EPA's action theheight of arrogance and blasted the embat-tled Superfund program as a failure. A topDNR official was equally critical, sayingthe federal government lacked the speedand flexibility of state regulators.

"The problem with the (proposed)Superfund listing is that the process is veryprescriptive," said Susan Sylvester, admin-istrator of the DNR's Bureau of Water."Listing as a (Superfund) site takes us back
in time and sort of starts the process overagain."Sylvester said the DNR has been makingprogress on the long-awaited cleanup. Afundamental dispute between the DNRand the EPA, she said, is the federal,agency's insistence that a comprehensivecleanup plan be in place before remedia-tion of the river can begin. The DNR'sapproach, she said, has been to tackle onesediment hot spot at a time with the goal ofeventually getting to all of them."I can tell you we have been workingwith the (industries) to move forward,"Sylvester said, "and we have been happywith the progress we have been making.

The EPA feels their approach is better, andwe disagree." .Bruce Johnson, of the non-profit Fox-Wolf Basin 2000, raid officials with bothgovernments and with industry have allbeen negligent"I have not seen strong evidence of anyof these governments wanting (to negoti-ate) since those first attempts at a globalsettlement went awry last September,"Johnson said, "and industry is not doingthe kinds of things that I would expect tosee from a group that illustrates a willing-ness to sit down and settle."Hultgren said the seven companies haveexpressed a willingness to talk. They havenot put forth any propos-'—————— als, however, since theirposition has been thatany cleanup agreementshould await the resultsof demonstration dredg-ing projects scheduledfor later this year. Theresults of those projectswill probably not beknown until early nextyear, Hultgren said."You might want toask the EPA if they arewilling to sit down andnegotiate,* Holtgrensaid. "I think the state isready, and I think thecompanies are."The seven companiesare Appleton Papers,Fort James Corp., P.H.Olatfeher, RiversidePaper. U.S. Paper Mills,Wisconsin Tissue Millsand NCR Corp., a for-mer owner of AppletonPapers.Backing the EPA have been the Oneidaand Menominee tribes, who have beenincluded in federal government's list oftrustees for the river. Fields said the tribeshave suffered "cultural damages" stemmingfrom their uses of tributaries.to the FoxRiver and Green Bay. Also on the list is theU.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, which hasbeen conducting a years-long assessment ofthe damages to natural resources caused byindustry's chemical discharges.The area's most active environmentalgroups are also backing the Superfund list-ing.Rebecca Katers of the Clean WaterAction Council said the governor and theDNR have had 12 yean to develop acleanupplan."He (Thompson) is in no position to callthe EPA bureaucratic and slow," Katerssaid. "That's been the idea for 12 years tohave a negotiated settlement I myself satacross the table from industry for years.That's been tried. I think it is clear theamount of money needed (from industry)for this cleanup will not be gotten voluntar-ily."Katers said the state has never held apublic hearing on the cleanup or given area

TIMOTHYFIELDS JR.,acting EPAassistantadministrator

"I believe the...
proposal will provide
the needed incentive
for the (seven indus-
tries) to negotiate
more seriously with
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT THURSDAY by the federal Environmental Protection
Agency that it is considering the Fox River for possible Superfund designation
gives the public 60 days to submit comments.
residents a set of options."For them to be doing a negotiated set-llement of any kind, if it doesn't involvepublic input, is not right," she said. "This isi public resource."Katers pointed to information in Field'sletter to state officials indicating that theEPA's system of ranking polluted sites putIhe Fox River in the top 25% of the nation'sworst contamination problems."We deserve to be called a Superfundlite," she said. "Our contamination is seri-ous enough that we deserve that label. Itwould be better to face up to that name andtry_to do something about it than to run""omit."/ina, who doesn't think the area

deserves to be a Superfund site, searchedfor hope in Thursday's developments. Henoted that Fields made a stronger state-ment that the available results of the twodemonstration dredging projects would beintegrated into the agency's risk assess-ment and feasibility study, due out in
December.Hanna also pointed to Field's statementthat the EPA will hold off on listing the Foxif it sees progress toward a comprehensive
cleanup plan."That's good," Hanna said. "Those
things should not be overlooked. It isincumbent on us to hold them to those
points."

EPA: Fox River is
being considered
for Superfund
From A-1
or another," said David Ullrich, EPA's act-ing regional administrator for Wisconsinand other Midwestern states. "The Super-fund process is available to assure there willbe cleanup if the companies to not step for-
ward."The seven companies the EPA holdsresponsible for the discharge of PCBs areknown as the Fox River Group. The compa-nies are P.H. Glatfelter Co., Riverside PaperCorp., Appleton Papers Inc., Fort JamesCorp., U.S. Paper Mills Corp., WisconsinTissue Mills, and NCR Corp., a formerowner of Appleton Papers.The Fox River Group released a state-
ment Thursday, saying, "Unfortunately ...the EPA has chosen to ignore the wishes ofGov. Thompson, state legislators, local offi-cials and the people of the Fox River Valleyby proposing that the Fox River become aSuperfund site. Many county and municipalgovernments and business organizationshave passed resolutions opposing the Super-fund designation, but the EPA has electednot to listen."The companies of the Fox River Grouphave long supported a voluntary, coopera-tive effort to find ways to accelerate therecovery of the river. ... Making this criticaldecision without any real data on howdredging contaminated sediments willimpact the unique Fox River ecosystem isnot only premature - it is irresponsible. ...We encourage the EPA to make this deci-sion based on sound and demonstrated sci-
ence."Assurances that the state will continue toplay a lead role in the effort did not calmGov. Tommy Thompson. He said the feder-al government is the last thing the stateneeds for quick and effective action on theFox River and cited a 1997 GeneralAccounting Office study that found Super-fund cleanups taking more than 10 years onaverage. The same study said a majority ofthe program's money is spent on adminis-trative costs and legal expenses."This is just another example of the EPAand federal government stepping in andmicromanaging state matters - and ulti-mately making matters worse," Thompsonsaid. "This is the height of Washington arro-gance."In a letter announcing the EPA's decisionto "DNR Secretary George Meyer and thestate's representatives in Congress, ActingEPA Assistant Administrator Timothyfields Jr. said the river poses "very serioushuman health and ecological risks that arenot being adequately addressed."About 40 tons of PCBs remain in the FoxRiver more than two decades after areacompanies in Appleton, Neenah, GreenBay and other manufacturing centersstopped discharging them. The Fox alsoremains the biggest source of PCBs enteringLake Michigan: More than 600 pounds areflushed into the bay of Green Bay and thetake each year under normal conditions.
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JOHNSON
industries havepower to headoff federalaction, sayscongressman

By Bob Vitaie
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - The seven companies respon-sible for the Fox River's PCB contamination have thepower to head off further federal involvement byresuming talks on a voluntary cleanup plan, U.S.Rep. Jay Johnson said Thursday."It is time to ask the (companies) when and if theyintend to join the federal and state governments backat the bargaining table," Johnson said after the Envi-ronmental Protection Agency proposed declaring 39miles of the river a national Superfund site.Although the Green Bay Democrat has issuedrepeated pleas to business groups, environmentalistsand fellow elected officials to avoid finger-pointing inthe debate over Fox River cleanup, he made it clear

who he thinks is responsible for the setbacks thathave the EPA pondering a greater role in the process."I don't think the DNR and EPA walked awayfrom the table," he said.Johnson and the region's three other representa-tives in Washington - Rep. Tom Petri and Sens.Russ Feingold and Herb Kohl - all emphasizedThursday that the EPA's move is not a final one andthat the long-delayed cleanup is still under local con-trol.The federal agency has only proposed adding theFox to the Superfund list; a final decision could be upto a year away, or it could be delayed permanently ifa cleanup plan is reached in the meantime.In a letter to the lawmakers and WisconsinDepartment of Natural Resources Secretary George
Rease see JOHNSON, B-5

WASHINGTON - Thursday's decision by theEnvironmental Protection Agency to seek federalSuperfund status for the Fox River raises a lot ofquestions. Here are some of the answers:What does the move mean?Nothing definite, yet. The EPA is simply followingthe formal government process for such things byannouncing that it is considering the Fox River forthe national Superfund list It's something officials atthe agency have talked about informally for monthsakeady, though.When will a final decision be made?A final decision on whether to declare the river aSuperfund site should come between April and July1999. Right now, EPA is starting a six-month reviewto determine the severity of the river's pollution prob-lem. The review also includes a 60-day public-com-ment period.Is this process just a formality?

The man who runs the Superfund program says itisn't. Timothy Fields, the EPA's acting assistantadministrator in the Office of Solid Waste and Emer-gency Response, says a formal listing can be delayedtemporarily or for good if an acceptable cleanupagreement is hammered out with local paper compa-nies.What exactly to the Superfund?It's a program started by Congress in 1980 tolocate, investigate and clean the country's worst haz-ardous waste sites. ERA calls Superfund the world'smost aggressive environmental effort, while criticssay it's riddled with inefficiencies that delay cleanupsfor years.Why is the Fox River being considered?Its problems are worse than some sites akeadycovered by Superfund's National Priority List. While
Please see ANSWERS, B-5

VAN DE HEY

ice iitsi monaay. mecommittee then vot-ed 5-2 against a reso-lution opposing Su-perfund designation.It was a rare defeatfor anti-Superfundforces. ___________
Winnebago County has passed a resolu-tion opposing Superfund status, calling it"inadvisable" because of the "stigma,bureaucracy, litigation-promoting aspectsand potential negative impact upontourism."Many other municipalities - includingAppleton, Neenah, Kimberly and Kaukauna- have approved a resolution that seeks toavoid Superfund status "if at all possible"because of the "protracted and highly expen-sive litigation" it would trigger.The full Brown County Board is expectedto vote on its resolution next week."The principal good thing about theSuperfund is that the cleanup starts," Hink-fuss said. "We don't have time to wait any-more."The sense of urgency is more pronouncedin Brown County because about 90% of thePCBs have ended up there, he said."We're at the bottom of this thing," hesaid. "This is where it's all beading.''Without the EPA applying pressure, thepaper mills probably would continue todelay on a cleanup plan, said Brown CountySupv. Dean Reich, chairman of the Plan-ning, Development and TransportationCommittee."I'm not comfortable eliminating the onething that has incited action so far," saidReich, referring to the federal government'sinvolvement.He described some of the informationbeing released by the paper mills as "sound-

Please see FUND, B-5
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: tribe, said.

• •gAH-MENASHA, WIS. B-5

: Lawmakers react
to Superfund consideration
From B-1

Meyer, the EPA official whooversees the Superfund program,said the state will continue to playthe lead role in developing thatplan.Feingold said those assurances- as well as an EPA promise toconsider results of two pilotcleanup projects this summer as itcontinues to study the river - rep-resent significant concessions tothe state.Petri called the proposal a badprecedent because it comes overGov. Tommy Thompson's objec-tion, but he still called Fields' letter"basically positive" because itleaves room for cleanup plans to behammered out locally.After years of negotiations onthe best way to proceed with

Fill

cleanup, talks broke off betweenthe companies, the DNR and theEPA last September. Johnson saidhe will discuss with the other law-makers whether they can play arole in getting those talks startedagain, although he said he doesn'tthink politicians should be sitting atthe table.Kohl called Thursday's letterfrom the EPA "a road map to thepaper companies and the state onhow to avoid a Superfund designa-tion" and issued a call on officialsfrom both sides to resume cleanuptalks."We can still avoid a Supertunddesignation, but only if the papercompanies and the WisconsinDepartment of Natural Resourcesget back to the bargaining table anddevelop their own cleanup plan,"he said.
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"It is time to ask the (companies)
when and if they intend to join

the federal and state governments
back at the bargaining table."

U.S. REP. JAY JOHNSON, D-Green Bay
»river

"The principal good thing
about the Superfund is that the
cleanup starts. We don't have
time to wait anymore."
TIM HINKFUSS, Brown County Board chairman

While Appleton-area
officials oppose ¥oxfuture Superfunddesignation, some in
Brown County wantfederal involvement

By Doug Erickson
and Ed Culhana
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who he thinks is responsible for the setbacks thathave the EPA pondering a greater role in the process."I don't think the DNR and EPA walked awayspon- from the table," he said.ve the Johnson and the region's three other representa-•nt by lives in Washington - Rep. Tom Petri and Sens., U.S. Russ Feingold and Herb Kohl - all emphasizedThursday that the EPA's move is not a final one andif they that the long-delayed cleanup is still under local con-s back trol.Envi- The federal agency has only proposed adding theing 3 9 Fox to the Superfund list; a final decision could be upto a year away, or it could be delayed permanently ifissued a cleanup plan is reached in the meantime.talists In a letter to the lawmakers and Wisconsinting in Department of Natural Resources Secretary George
lclear Please see JOHNSON, B-5

by the The man who runs the Superfund program says itfederal isn't Timothy Fields, the EPA's acting assistantlot cf administrator in the Office of Solid Waste and Emer-gency Response, says a formal listing can be delayedtemporarily or for good if an acceptable cleanuplowing agreement is hammered out with local paper compa-ngs by nics.ver for What sxacity is the Superfund?rials at It's a program started by Congress in 1980 touonths locate, investigate and clean the country's worst haz-ardous waste sites. EPA calls Superfund the world'smost aggressive environmental effort, while criticsriver a say it's riddled with inefficiencies that delay cleanupsid July for years. •review Why 5s Ihe Fox River being considered?n prob- Its problems are worse than some sites alreadyic-com- covered by Superfund's National Priority List While
Please see ANSWERS, B-5

HANNA

VAN DE HEY

While many Apple;on-area elected cffi-ciais strongly oppose Superfane des:gr_£iio_n.for the i-ox River, seme leading "Brown
County politicians are equally passionateabout wanting federal involvement."The public cpinicn here is substantial kifavor cf Superfiino," Brov.n County BoardChairman Tim Rinkfuss said Thursday."There's been a real svving in public opinionto get this designation."

Too much of the information given to res-icents sc fir his ccrr.e :rorn representativesof the companies accused of contaminatingthe river with FCBs.said Kinkfuss, whoalso is a Green Bayalderman."It's the demoniza-tion of the Environ-mental ProtectionAgency by a veryselect number ofindividuals," he said.That's why Hink-fuss said he invitedan EPA official toaddress the county'sExecutive Commit-tee last Monday. Thecommittee then vot-ed 5-2 against a reso-lution opposing Su-perfund designation.It was a rare defeatfor anti-Superfundforces. ——————————Wmnebago County has passed a resolu-tion opposing Superfund status, calling it"inadvisable" because of the "stigma,bureaucracy, litigation-promoting aspectsand potential negative impact upontourism."Many other municipalities - includingAppleton, Neenah, Kimberly and Kaukauna- have approved a resolution that seeks toavoid Superfund status "if at all possible"because of the "protracted and highly expen-sive litigation" it would trigger.The full Brown County Board is expectedto vote on its resolution next week."The principal good thing about theSuperfund is that the cleanup starts," Hink-fuss said. "We don't have time to wait any-more."The sense of urgency is more pronouncedhi Brown County because about 90% of thePCBs have ended up there, he said."We're at the bottom of this thing," hesaid. "This is where it's all heading."Without the EPA applying pressure, thepaper mills probably would continue todelay on a cleanup plan, said Brown CountySupv. Dean Reich, chairman of the Plan-ning, Development and TransportationCommittee."I'm not comfortable eliminating the onething that has incited action so far," saidReich, referring to the federal government'sinvolvementHe described some of the informationbeing released by the paper mills as "sound-
Please see FUND, B-5
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Deadly crash.. . . . . . . .B-2Happy ending. . . . . . . .B-2Rail hearing..... . . . . . .B-»

enasha prefers cooperative PCB cleanup
PodCraicant aWt vtrtar

MENASHA - With threealdermen absent, the CommonCouncil voted 3-2 Monday toendorse a resolution which sup-ports a negotiated settlement to theFox River PCB cleanup."This is not a new question,"said Aid. Forrest Weber, who intial-ly expressed support for the actionand later voted against it "We have

With three members missing, Common Council endorses negotiated settlement
been working on this since 1986."Weber said he would like to hear"a commitment out of the indus-
tries."In 1990 we had a company inthis area still dumping PCBs in this
river," Weber said. "That riverbelongs to all of us. Most of the fishcan't be eaten. We need to have

some action here.*Asked afterward about the com-ment, Weber said, the referencewas to something he read recently."Who? I'm not going to go into
who the company is," he said. "Itwas one of the companies along the
river. It bothers me that at the same
time (paper companies) were talk-

ing about cleaning up the river."Pressed for more details on thesource, Weber said, "I'd have tolook back at where I picked that up.That is something that I read just
recently."

"We've wasted too much time,"
said Aid. Stan Sevenich. "It should
have been done yesterday."

"I firmly believe that the bestsolution to this problem is anagreed upon solution." said Aid.
James Englebert. "I'd like all par-
ties to come to a joint resolution."

Aid. Nancy Barker, a Winneba-
go County supervisor and chair-
woman of the Green Bay remedia-
tion action plan, said even the

experts disagree on the best scien-tific method for PCB removal."There's no going back if we'vegot the Superfund," she said.Barker said she has received sev-en anonymous letters which"threatened me just short of deathfor the position I've taken."I just find it a little ironic to saythat we're rushing into something,"Weber said. "I can't justify another
Please see PCBs, B i:



PCBsMenasha endorses anegotiated cleanup effort
From B-1
12 years of study. I can't justify
another $10 million.""It's time that the corporationsand everybody sit down," Webersaid. "I'm tired of seeing the fingerpointing.""We have to start thinking moreglobally," Weber said. "They betterrealize that Superfund is breathingdown their neck."Voting in favor of the resolutionwere Englebert, Barker and Aid.Tom Lingnofski. Weber and Sev-
enich voted against it.Polychlorinated biphenyls, orPCBs, are a suspected carcinogenlinked to learning disabilities inhumans and deformities in wildlife,into the river between 1957 and1971 , when the chemical was
banned.Calling it an "anti-Superfund" or"feel-good" resolution, Tom Kees ofNeenah, a volunteer member of the

Clean Water Action Council, urgeddefeat of the resolution prior to the
vote.Kees also referred to what hecalled "job blackmail," alluding tothe economic disaster forecast forthe paper companies with a Super-fund designation. He compared itto the 1980s and the sulfur emis-sions at paper companies."I don't think we lost any jobsfor installing scrubbers on thesestacks and we got a cleaner envi-ronment for it," Kees said.He said politicians who say theyare obligated to protect their con-
stituents from economic harmshould not diminish their responsi-bility to citizens to protect public
health."It's pie in the sky to think thatthese potentially responsible par-
ties are going to step to the plateand offer to pay $ 1 billion to clean
up," Kees said.



8O)

iU)HI

UR VIEWS A-9

LETTERSis needed to solve problem
:-t i- ' ' . . ' / '.?." ,'

lifting..&lilial»«i'
MSM G c tg IJio£ i

US*. S » a
^w -SCQ

: h'« sJ pcl̂l̂ £ItTS*iSK •H * o O BJ 8
§a « — S?2 ix> 5 5.

fc SS'« •&.« "2 S

•O & tu
• 3 "tj' Q >>.

•SJ

O ^ S -r
Q. (D 00,1 sis 'iS g «??*•

i s •*IS ^"* f™1111 c.aCU enE

•O -a 2P it = u 8 - S S ^ '
S -T3 <2 o . EH « r3 , , SC^TJ— «E « h - g S 3 t 3 s 2 i ' a r a ^ S < u S£J E S g . fe&3-S-§ .S 6 -SSw

2£4q 5.
|l^
1^

Sltll
^ Pg sisaJBjjp^ir?? u l)5?l|l

S S 2 2 2
en4-*

uE.S3

. " •SdS" « 9 c^Sl5
-° 5#-'§c-5

. .a .gH-,B! 13'55 2^•S-0-!p— ̂  o f

•O_o
03

(73



Q-
*

I

RIVER: Communities consider joint defense, cost sharing
Frnm A-1
live Committee each approved theagreement Monday.The villages of Combined Locksand Little Chute are scheduled toconsider the agreement this week.The contract allows the commu-nities to preserve the benefits ofattorney-client privilege while theyexchange documents and informa-

tion related to the sewerage districtwith each other and the district'slawyer.Recipients are required to main-tain the confidentiality of docu-ments or information they receivefrom other communities bound bythe agreement."The participants deny any lia-bility for any natural resource dam-ages claims, environmental remedi-

ation claims or other claims ordamages that may be associatedwith the remediation of the FoxRiver," the agreement reads.The HOV sewerage district hasalready signed an Agreement forCost Sharing and Joint Defense, acontract between other "discharg-ers," including municipalities ortheir sewerage districts along theFox River.

Officials at both the state andfederal levels have said they do notanticipate holding the municipali-ties or their sewerage districts liablefor the cleanup.Opponents of the Superfunddesignation, including the mills andthe. Fox Cities Chamber of Com-merce and Industry, have suggestedcleanup costs could total as muchas $3 billion.
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Menasha prefers cooperative PCB cleanup
By Michael King
Post-Crescent staff writer

MENASHA - With threealdermen absent, the CommonCouncil voted 3-2 Monday toendorse a resolution that supportsa negotiated settlement to the FoxRiver PCB cleanup."This is not a new question,"said Aid. Forrest Weber, who intial-ly expressed support for the actionand later voted against it. "We have

With three members missing, Common Council endorses negotiated settlement
been working on this since 1986. "

Weber said he would like to hear
"a commitment out of the indus-
tries.

"In 1990 we had a company in
this area still dumping PCBs in this
river," Weber said. "That river
belongs to all of us. Most of the fishcan't be eaten. We need to have

some action here."
Asked afterward about the com-

ment. Weber said, the reference
was to something he read recently.
"Who? I'm not going to go into
who the company is," he said. "It
was one of the companies along the
river. It bothers me that at the same
time (paper companies) were talk-

ing about cleaning up the river."
Pressed for more details on the

source, Weber said, "I'd have to
look back at where I picked that up.
That is something that I read just
recently."

"We've wasted too much time."
said Aid. Stan Sevenich. "It should
have been done yesterday."

"1 firmly believe that the best
solution to this problem is an
agreed-upon solution." said Aid.
James Engleben. "I'd like all par-
ties to come to a joint resolution."

Aid. Nancy Barker, a Winneba-
go County supervisor and chair-
woman of the Green Bay remedia-
tion action plan, said even the

experts disagree on the best scien-tific method lor PCB removal
"There's no going back if we'vegot the Superfund," she said.Barker said she has received sev-

en anonymous letters that "threat-
ened me just short of death for theposition I've taken.Later, Barker said she did notfeel threatened by any of the letters."It just goes with the territory when

Please see PCBs, B-5

PCBs: Vote favors negotiations
From B-1
you've taken a stand on some-thing." she said.One letter indicated that "any-one who keeps a house full of catsevidently is someone who thinksthis way," Barker said. "I have nev-er had a cat in my life."

"I just find it a little ironic to saythat we're rushing into something."Weber said. "I can't justify another12 years of study. I can't justifyanother $10 million.'
"It's time that the corporationsand everybody sit down," Webersaid. "I'm tired of seeing the fingerpointing."
"We have to start thinking moreglobally," Weber said. "They betterrealize that Superfund is breathingdown their neck."
Voting in favor of the resolutionwere Engleben. Barker and Aid.Tom Lingnofski. Weber and Sev-enich voted against it.
Polychlorinated biphenyls. orPCBs, are a suspected carcinogen

linked to learning disabilities inhumans and deformities in wildlife,into the river between 1957 andI97I . when the chemical wasbanned.
Calling it an "anti-Superfund" or"feel-good" resolution. Tom Kees ofNeenah, a volunteer member of the

Clean Water Action Council, urgeddefeat of the resolution prior to thevote.
Kees also referred to what he

called "job blackmail," alluding to
the economic disaster forecast forthe paper companies with a Super-
fund designation. He compared it
to the 1980s and the sulfur emis-sions at paper companies.

"I don't think we lost any jobsfor installing scrubbers on these
stacks and we got a cleaner envi-ronment for it." Kees said.

He said politicians who say they
are obligated to protect their con-st i tuents from economic harm
should not diminish their responsi-
bility to citizens to protect publichealth.



Tenacious environmentalist battles for Fox River
Opponents have brandedRebecca Leighton Katersa radical, but she knowsit comes with the job
By Ed Culhane
Post-Crescent staff writer

Long before the Fox River flowedonto the front page - its sediments-1TX 7fc^Vf heavy with pollution, its fish poisonedT iY/C""*T by chemicals - Rebecca Leightonv—A Katers was fighting for a cleanup.

In recent weeks Katers has attendeda string of government meetingsthroughout the region, trying, withoutmuch success, to stem a wave of coordi-
nated municipal resolutions opposingSuperfund status for the lower Fox.Katers has been at this now for 12
years, many of them filled with disap-pointing setbacks. She never waivers,never retreats.

"I actually have sort of a bottomlesspit of outrage," she said this past week."I dip into that when I need to keepgoing."

Even her oppo-nents respect hertenacity, if not herpolitics.
"She certainly isan aggressive per-son," said one paperindustry executiveFriday.
"She believes sheis right."Katers, executive director of theClean Water Action Council, is withoutquestion the most visible and active cit-

izen advocate for the Fox River - andfor the massive removal of the contami-nated sediments that pollute its watersand the waters of Green Bay and LakeMichigan.
Her opponents, in industry and ingovernment, brand her a radical. Herallies and supporters in the environ-mental community have heaped awardson her. Most recently, she was namedConservationist of the Year for 1996 bythe Brown County ConservationAlliance, a coalition of 18 hunting, fish-

Please see KATERS, BACK PAGEooo



THE BACK PAGE SUNDAY, JULY 5, 1998

KATERS: Fox
River has
aggressive
supporter
From A-1
ing, bunt ing and environmentali i r ean i/at ions .Rater s , in a posit ion shared bymost environmenta l i s ts , argues thatthe corporations that put harmfulchemicals in the r i v e r should be
respons ib le for tak ing them out.
She says taxpayers should not have
to pay the bill .She argues tha t the federal
Si .pcr l ' t i iu l program. which
' j r ihraces these concepts , is the
:x-r,t hupc for a s ign i f i cant c leanup.
"I he paper industry is UK) powerful,
she argues, to be effect ively regulat-
ed by the state. The slate's partner-ship approach w i th industry hasfailed, she said, resu l t ing in years ofdelay.This last argument pits her and• ,'r al l ies against (iov. Tommy
i . . . -mp s o n , the paper industry, top
officials at the state Department ofNatural Resources, the Fox Cit iesChamber of Commerce and Indus-
try, many union members and themajority of elected officials up and
down the Fox Valley.Seen as a threat to a paper indus-try that has supplied the Fox Valleywith decades of prosperity, Katershas been labeled a fear-monger, atree-hugging fanatic."That s the life of the environ-mental i st ," she said. "There" hasbeen a concerted effort to discreditenvironmentalists, as if we were adifferent species. They think we areextremists, or that we are doing itfor the money.""What money?" she might ask,She receives no pay for her lead-ership of the Clean Water ActionCouncil, a grass-roots, non-profit,
al l-volunteer organization based inGreen Bay that has 3,000 dues-pay-ing members.It's not that she would oppose asalary. It's just that after the mail-ings, she said, there is no moneyleft over.Most of her adult life has beenspent on the edge of poverty.'"I was always broke," she said."For about 10 years, I lived onabout $7,000 a year."Born in 1955, she grew up in thestates of Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa,Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin.Her father, a journalist who losthis newspaper job in ,_a stfljie,'worked on and off in public it!*,tions and as a ftind-raiser foj.cot •leges. ' • ' ' • " •" •My"' ' ' ' • < ' ; ' '"He had something of a temper}".'she said. "He was an idealist. He dtell people what be thought andthen quit. He was quick to move onto greener pastures."

REBECCA LEIGHTON KATERS, executive director of the Clean Water Action Council , speaks at the
June 22 Cutagamie County Board meeting n support of removing PCBs under the auspices r.' :he
Env'rcnmental Protection Aci"ncy's Superfund program.

Katers is more resil ient. She issoft-spoken and thoughtful, and indemeanor ai:d appearance appearsmore the gentle gardener - she
spends 20 minutes with her flowerseach morning - than the relent-less activist who harries giant cor-porations. . .But her father's anger, and his •unshakable ideals,,.,.fide, .closebeneath the surface. ' - • • ' "She studied at the University ofWisconsin-Madison, and workedpart-time jobs, until she marriedand moved to Green Bay in 1981.She attended UW-Green Bay for.two years, Her passion' is bjology.Elected president of the'RoundRiver Alliance, a camrius environ-,mental group, she increased 'mem-bership from 5 to 120 ifj (wo years.Her first environmental fightcame in 1983 when she and otheractivists successfully prevented theCity of Green Bay from'runningrailroad tracks through., the lastremnant of a marsh surrounded ontwo sides by petroleum*links. :,"We proved to the Army Corpsof Engineers that there Was actual-ly a better, cheaper route," Katerssaid. "That was my first big fight,and in just two months, we won. Itwas a very unrealistic win. Mostissues stretch on for years and arevery frustrating. Some issues youcan never stop working on becausethey never end. > > ) ; - «;But it hooked me Into beingactive. I was encouraged to believ?-that it is possible for citizens tqttiake a difference." ' * -;•i; yAftjt.two years of marriage, she'ami her husband, wert divorced.Inspired by the writings of, Ald^Leopold, she quit school and threw:•herself into the environmentalmovement. She served as presidentof the Wisconsin Audubon Counciland of the Northeast WisconsihAudubon Society. - , •; . .- "pThen in 1985, Greenpeacjfactivists sailed into Green Bay in a100-yearold Norwegian whaler andtalked to local 'residents about toxicpollution and about the chemicalsbeing discharged Into public watersby private industry vIt6pened .put, eyes," •said.^fe^-'',•Vrtttf "one; day's ̂notice. Kateriand other local organizers gathered200 vOlunttersMd.formedith,eClean. ̂at« Action Cpync.il.? •. .";w, shew,a9app6int-en, Bron»n LaFol-i'the citizens advisory conyr, that .established, policy fig

which was staffed by two attorneys
from the Justice Department. Theoffice represented the rights of
Wisconsin residents to clean airand water.Katers served on that committeeuntil Thompson abolished both theoffice and the committee in, 1995.Also in 1986, she took a low-pay-ing job with the. Lake MichiganFederation, a' multi-state environ-mental group, as the .Green, Bayoffice director. Six years later, thefederation entered partnershipagreements with the paper industryand Katers was fired. 'Ihe.federa-

and can be heard week after weekcalling for public forums.When the DNR publiclyannounced two years ago that it hasreached a preliminary agreementwith the paper mills - resulting ina $10 million contribution to riverprojects - • Katers was Incensedthat the meetings took placebehind closed doors."I think we need corporations tobe much more accountable to thepublic," she 'said. "They. heavilyinfluence how our governmentsstructured and how it regulatesrWeno.longer have business as part of a -tipn was entering into' partnership «. sopiil structure'." They. .arp a. lawagreements with industry,' and' un'to themselves." " - •
» -̂ • • • • • • • fesldsntt a n d thelf elected repre-"I was on the verge of initiating aclass action lawsuit (against indus^try) on behalf of commercial andcharter fishermen," Katers said."Many of them had measurabledrops in Income because of the fishadvisory warnings." ... The news of her dismissal cameon the day of her second marriage,to Mike Katers of Green Bay."I am not drawing a paychccknow and I haven't for six years," shesaid. "My husband is very tolerantand allows me to claim that 1 ambetween jobs."For five years, beginning in1986, Katers served on the citizensadvisory committee charged withwriting a Remedial Action Plan forthe waters of Green Bay. The planwas driven by joint US.-Canadian

sentatives to take a stand differentfrom that held by industry officials."We need many more.people toget excited by the vision of whatthis river qpuld be," Katers said."Too many people ;are frustrate*!.They see no hope, so they take noaction."Katers and her allies exhibit nosuch reluctance.' Recently, the sev-en paper mills who have been iden-tified as responsible for the pollu-tipn, banded together as the FoxRiver Group, put out a newslettercalled Fox River Times, puttingforth their anti-dredging message.The. Clean Water Action Coun-.cil;'quickly published its ownnewslefter, challenging each of themills'.4rguments. and sarcasticallyY . O O UIIYEII u j juiiu uiu.T.aimuii.11 . .agreement to clean up the worst using the' same design format. Thesources of pollutipn in the Great, newsletter, is called "Fox, River* - ' • - ' : ' Crimes." Instead of the healthyheron pictured on the industrynewsletter, the activists show a pic-ture^ of a cormorant With a twistedbeak, the result of parents who atePCB-cohtarninated fish. " •Such shock tactics sometimes

Lakes,: The diverse committee includedrepresentatives of the paper indus-try and university scientists. It wasthe beginning of Katers investiga-tion into contaminated Sediments.The RAP, as it is called, stillexists, but has offered no specificsolutions. Instead, its membershave vacillated in recent .weeks on i^ja siwhether dredging can be, i, safe y "', qleanup technique, or whetgH^NW spacleanup can!c«.efiectlveh/a«(5|^:,;|iubUplisheo. ' ." •• ' • " • ; • ! ! • ; • "Vseen.'• ! • • ; • *Itissouifuiiatlng,"Katerrfsaidi; ", IiLtrje.gjeamirne, ,she said, theTThese people ace foidetliStM.^polIuu&'jCoijtinues to harmfrom reaBty. For {hero, It tffflTO '̂SwIBlSpa .thĵ Mth* health oflectualexercise1*:'*' '• -.' X-V-w childreri;W6se fnpt!)«rS eat .fish\ Her view ,1s that the cooperative, . from polluted waters? "approach has failed, and that it was t;' :''Hj».this awareness, she said, that, doomed to failure frtni'.thefstot ,keejpfl.ergpin|.' Vx. ';• ;.;•„:' . -Too much money is litTO^^Sr^^f.-i^gJusy^ltismiportftnttostlcksaid, and the industry U stolaJkKxJ; J' PUteiSM said. "I dpnl think you' powerful. ''J---^'i^W?*^ *%f^Sffilwly: flonf edvUonnientalS Katers argues for gfea^rpiiblî 'ppll|pp;T4u, get to'the' point,

backfire, and Katers understandsthis, but she continues to seek ways' ' '[ a resppnsr'this.:"iy,lyofve,
to happen,"much: morein we have
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Are the fish safe to eat or not?
/1 57 lo Environmentalists say state lures tourists while warning of hazardsBy Bob Vftale

Post-Crescent Washington bureau
WASHINGTON - States aresending mixed signals to the publicby issuing fishing advisories at thesame time they promote the pas-time through glossy tourismbrochures and expensive stockingprograms, environmentalists arecharging.The result, they say, is a discon-nect in the public's mind betweenwarnings posted for about 2,200bodies of water nationwide and thereasons they're issued in the firstplace. Groups such as the SierraClub say state governments should

spend more money to educate thepublic that some fish may be haz-ardous to people's health."When you go to buy a pack ofcigarettes there's a health warningon the side," said Brett Hulsey, theSierra Club's Great Lakes pro-gram director. "People shouldknow about the fish they're eating,too."Hulsey and other environmen-talists spoke at a recent Washing-ton seminar on efforts to clean uppolluted waters and educate thepublic about their dangers. Speak-

ers were critical of Wisconsin'andother states that they say are send-ing different messages from theirdepartments of natural resourcesand departments of tourism.Photos held aloft from a NewYork tourism brochure showed awoman in her 20s or 30s - one ofthe prime targets for advisoriesbecause of what health experts sayis the risk of passing on mercuryor PCBs to children - proudlyshowing off a large catch. Largefish, especially, should be avoided,experts say, because they have

been exposed to toxins for longer
periods of time.PCB-contaminated fish havebeen linked to cancer in adults andlearning disabilities in childrenborn to women who have regularlyeaten the fish before their preg-nancies. Advisories issued bystates suggest how often, if at all,
various types of fish can be eatenby men, women and children withminimal risk.Wisconsin officials say they'realways looking for new ways to getthe word out to the public -

they've begun turning to inner-city
health clinics, women's magazines,HMO newsletters and other spe-
cialized outlets - but critics s;iy
too few people understand them in
all states affected."Advisories are ineffective," said
John Vena, a medical professor at
the State University of New York
at Buffalo, who has studied (he
issue in his state. "People ;ireaware there's an advisory, but they
don't know what it means."

Wisconsin environmentalists
say the same type of muddled mes-
sage is coming out of Madison as

Please see FISH, 13-f i
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FISH: Are they safe or not?
From B-1
weU. While the DNR has issued358 advisories this year for lakes,rivers and streams statewide, fish-ing is also a big lure for the Wis-consin Department of Tourism.Along with summer festivals,cheese factory tours and otherattractions, the state's 1998 eventand recreation guide features pho-tos of anglers, one with the generalcaption: "Spring fishing's great inWisconsin!"Officials at both agencies sayenvironmental problems need to bekept in perspective.This is not downplaying any-thing," said the DNR's Jim Ahnvrein. "Most waters do not have fishadvisories. We have thousands oflakes in Wisconsin. We can beresponsible promoting our state aswell as promoting our fish advi-sories."Moose Speros, director of Wis-consin's Department of Tourism,said his agency works with theDNR to present an honest view offishing in Wisconsin. He said mate-rials targeted toward anglers pro-mote catch-and-release fishing,which allows people to enjoy thesport and avoid the health risk onwaters with fish advisories.But with 15,000 inland lakes,two of the Great Lakes and the Mis-sissippi River, fishing is somethingthe state must use as a drawing

"It's a very large part of
our promotion. There's

2 million fishermen
here. It's over a billion-

dollar industry."
MOOSE SPEROS, director of Wiscon-

sin's Department of Tourism

card, he said."It's a very large part of our pro-motion," Speros said. "There's 2million fishermen here. It's over abillion-dollar industry."A 1997 Sierra Club study foundWisconsin residents more awarethan most of fish advisories. Whilejust over a third of Minnesotanswho eat fish knew of advisoriesposted there, nearly two-thirds ofWiscpnsinites knew of their state'swarnings.But the group also discoveredthat while Wisconsin issues morethan 1.2 million fishing licensesannually, its printed advisories areonly a tiny fraction of that number.Other states do even less."No state makes sufficient num-bers of additional materials avail-able to the public to ensure suffi-cient education on the risks associ-ated with eating fish from pollutedwaters," the study concluded.



An influx of paper mill cash at 1000 Islands Environmental Center
has some critics questioning the companies' motivesMONEY FOR NOTHING?

More than $300,000 has gone to center

Turn;,Group,1millijiQJ

By Doug Erickson
Post-Crescent s ta f f writer

Kaukauna
he phone? call a couple of yearsago caught Lee Hammen offguard.A paper mill consultant wantedto know if Hammen, the naturalistat 1000 Islands EnvironmentalCenter, had any projects in the. works he needed financial helpwith. I'd like some new binoc-en said.consultant.'king for the Fox Riverfor,-the seven area papercontaminating the

Fox River with PCBs, the man-made chemicals thatare possible carcinogens.Today, the results of that phone call are becomingapparent at the nature center, where the Fox RiverGroup is poised to pour more than $300,000 intotrail development, .new construction and land acqui-sition. • • • " • " -"> '•• "'- • 'The money is part of-a $10 million agreementbetween the companies and the state that includestwo dredging demonstration projects.Some nature center projects - a fishing pier, acanoe launch, an eagle observation deck - alreadyare done and are undeniably inrtressive.But in the politically chaigedjatmosphere of rivercleanup, the paper mills' motives are being ques:tioned. •Is the money a sincere effort'to expand access t<>the Fox River, or 3 public relations ploy to distract
Please see CENTER, BACK PAGE

LEE HAMMEN,
standing on trails
that will soon be
paved for easier
public access,
has no qualms
about paper
industry money .
paying for
improvements at
the 1000 Islands
Environmental
Center. Others, •
though, say the
$300,000 dona;

r.-tic>n is a RMblio-;: -relations ploy* ';•
Post-Crascent photo
by Kristyna Wente-Graft
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CENTER: Funds
from mills
questioned
From A-1
res idents from the contamination
'ssue' '

"It ' s cosmetic, not a real fix,"
said 1'ric I'rani of the state Sierra
' lub.

"If industry th inks they can buy
:is off this way, it's an insult to our
intel l igence," said Rebecca Katers,
execut ive director of the Clean
Water Action Council, a Green
Day-based c i t izen group.

She and Hammen are not on
friendly terms, despite their mutual
appreciation of nature. The two
clashed publicly at a June 16 meet-ing of the Kimberly Village Board,
where Hammen is a trustee.

That night, the board, including
I lammen, went on record opposing
'.lie possible designation of the FoxRiver as a U.S. Environmental Pro
tection Agency Superfund site, aposition favored also by the Fox
River Group."(Hammen) had a clear conflictif interest on this when he voted onthis resolution," Katers said thisweek.. "This is a huge sum of mon-ey coming to his facility, so ofcourse he's going to be extremelyinterested in not upsetting thepaper industry.

"I see this gift as bribery," she•.aid. "So now they have a naturecenter operator going to bat forthem."
Hammen seems somewhat

stunned by Katers' criticism.
"She's a radical," he said. "She'sa tree hugger, and I'm not a tree

hugger."He does not hide his warm feel-Ings for the paper industry. It••mployed his father, and the nature
center exists across from theTlulmany Division of InternationalPaper, a company Hammen consid-ers a great friend of 1000 Islands.(It is not one of the seven mills inthe Fox River Group.)"Is the nature center benefitingfrom this money? Certainly," saidHammen, "But I would not com-promise myself with, any industryor group that I thought was radical-1 y hurt i ng the environment."While it is important to deal withthe PCB issue, .it also js beneficialto invest, in healthy, ways for resi-dents to enjoy the river, Hammensaid. He questions the dire warn-ings of environmental groups.He would ndt be opposed to a"cost-effective" cleanup of the river,but "if it's going to affect the wholeeconqrfl^ ;the|L1 have a problem

lo by Kjlstya Wwitz-OrajjHAYLEY WEYERS, 5, and her brother, Philip, 7, strain to see an eagle's nest their mother Marcy and
older sister Ann, 9, are pointing to at 1000 Islands Conservation Center,
with that," he said.Representatives of the Fox RiverGroup do not go so far as to saythat investing in nature centersshould replace the dredging of con-taminants. But some of their state-ments suggest they wouldn't mindif residents reached that conclusionon their own. .

"The main message is that thisrepresents an alternative invest-ment in the river," said Steven Per-ry, a New-York based environmen-tal scientist and the paper mill con-sultant who originally contacted
Hammen. "if we have a fixedamount of money to invest in theresource,, what is the best way, onbalance, to do that?"

"These are projects people canget their arms around and see somereal progress," said Dennis Hult-gren, director of environmental andpublic affairs for Appleton Papers,a member of the Fox River Group.Qf the $10 million in the agree-ment, about $7 million will bespent on a large dredging demon-stration project near the Fort Jamesmill in De Pere. That project is notyet under way, but the group hopesto begin it .this, year, Hultgren said.A smaller, dredging project is mov-
ing ahead in Kfinberly.



Appleton, Neenah support cleanup
By Pete Bach and Duke Behnke
Post-Crescent staff writers

Appleton and Neenah Wednesdayjoined a growing list of municipalitiessigning onto a joint resolution advocat-ing a settlement, short of a Superfunddesignation, for the removal of PCBsfrom the lower Fox River.Common Councils in both cities vot-ed by wide margins to embrace a posi-
tion statement aimed at presenting a uni-fied front by a total of six cities and four

Cities voice concern
about expensive litigationand impact on economy
sewage treatment plants from Neenah toGreen Bay.The resolution urges the U.S. Envi-ronmental Protection Agency, the stateDepartment of Natural Resources andseven paper companies responsible fordischarging PCBs into the river to "vig-

orously pursue negotiations to agree ona PCB cleanup that will deal with envi-
ronmental and health concerns in a cost-effective manner while protecting thelocal economy."

It also says a Superfund listing"should be avoided if at all possible be-
cause of the protracted and highly ex-
pensive litigation that listing would trig-ger."

Appleton aldermen endorsed the uni-
Please see CLEANUP, BACK PAGE

CLEANUP: Appleton, Neenah vote to avoid Superfund
From A-1
fied measure on a 13-2 vote withone abstention."I'm willing to give the businesscommunity and the consortium thebenefit of the doubt," said Aid.Richard Thompson.Policy makers debated the mea-sure for the second time in as manyweeks in both cities, and Wednes-day the discussion brought out rep-resentatives from some of the com-panies accused of dischargingPCBs to the river."I think it can be shown Super-fund has not been a raging successover the years," said Dennis Hult-gren, director of environmental andpublic affairs for Appleton Papers.Hultgren told Appleton alder-men that $10 million worth ofdemonstration projects to be com-pleted by early next year will needtime to prove themselves."We're afraid if those projectsdon't get done and aren't includedin the final decision-makingprocess we're going to jump to con-clusions and not have all the data

"This is kind of a feel-good
resolution, I think."

NEENAH ALD. GEORGE SCHERCK,
who said he backed the resolution
to get the parties off dead center

necessary," he said.But Appleton Aid. Kathy Groatsaid the resolution "sounds nice
politically" but falters by failing toimpose deadlines for concreteaction on the massive cleanup
effort.Echoing her on the Neenahcouncil floor was Aid. GeorgeScherck, who backed the resolutionin the hope.that it will push theresponsible parties "to get off deadcenter and move in a positive direc-
tion" but nonetheless had reserva-tions with the wording."This is kind of a feel-good reso-lution, I think," Scherck said.Aid. Mark Lange opposed the
r

resolution, disputing a clause thatsays PCBs were the "unintended"byproduct of carbonless copypaper production and early recy-cling efforts.Lange also questioned the state-ment that a Superfund listing"clearly would be harmful to the
economy.""We don't know that," he said.Prior to the vote, the Neenahcouncil heard from opposingextremes.Curt Andersen, president of theClean Water Action Council of
Northeastern Wisconsin Inc., toldcity officials to welcome the EPA'sinvolvement in the cleanup.

"The option that is going to startthis the soonest is going to be theSuperfund because the money isalready there waiting," Andersensaid.David Lee. a mill manager forP.M. Glatfelter Co., another of thepaper companies accused of dis-
charging PCBs into the river, char-
acterized Superfund as being verylitigious.

"Oftentimes when Superfund
starts, collaboration and coopera-
tion come to an end," Lee said, "so
it is important that Superfund not
get in the way of a settlement."

The EPA is expected to decide
whether to place the lower Fox Riv-
er on the Superfund priority list, a
precursor to a formal Superfund
listing, by this time next week.PCBs were discharged into theriver from 1957 to 197 1 . They have
been linked to increased cancer ihpeople and to deformities in wildanimals.
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next week
By Duke Behnke
Post-Crescent staff writer

NEENAH - The Environmen-tal Protection Agency is expectedto decide by the middle of nextweek whether to place the lower
Fox River on the national prioritylist, a precursor to a formal Super-fund listing.

Speaking to
local govern-ment leaders in
Neenah Mon-day, David Ull-rich, acting ad-ministrator ofthe EPA's reg-ional office in
Chicago, said
the decision onthe priority list-
made nextTuesday or- - ,. , '\ Wednesday by

t^HA TZZMk"1 Acting Assis-1 1 VCrl tant EPA Ad-m i n i s t r a t o rTimothy Fields.
Ullrich also assured local leadersthe ERA has no plans to hold |municipalities liable for the clean- iup of PCBs from the lower Fox '

Please P^ RIVER, A-6
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theverpen
We can't wait much longer to clean the Fox
Editor, Tfo Post-Crescent:A recent editorial in the Green Bay Press-Gazette opposed listing the Fox River as a Super-fund site, because they felt "cooperative efforts"would be the "best way of accomplishing cleanup."They worried about the "cumbersome, ineffectualSuperfund process."What planet have these editors been living on?Don't they realize that local "cooperative cleanupefforts" have dragged more than 12 years, whilemillions of people around Lake Michigan are beingexposed to serious toxins from the Fox River?Don't they realize that it took DNR and the statelegislature decades to restrict the PCB dumping inthe river, because they didn't have the backbone tostand up to the industry lobbyists? Talk about inef-fectual bureaucracies - under Tommy Thompson,the DNR has turned into a lapdog for the paperindustry.It's been nauseating to see how DNR grovelsand begs representatives of the polluting compa-

nies for little tidbits of progress. It was a majorheadline when DNR got a commitment of only 1percent of the total cleanup money we need -.after 12 long years of negotiations. The Press-Gazette made a mountain out of this molehill, andnow the editors use this scrap of money as proof ofDNR's skill. How pathetic.Do the editors expect the seven paper compa-nies to donate over $1 billion voluntarily? Doesanybody really think this will happen without thethreat of Superfund legal actions? Of course not.We can't afford to let DNR bungle this foranother 12 years. Public health is at stake. The fed-eral Superfund program is a golden opportunity toget immediate cleanup money and finally get a trueclean-up plan going - not just a few lame demon-strations. After all these years, it's outrageous thatthe Press-Gazette editors want to cheat us out of
this opportunity. Sandra J. Rogers,Green Bay

tey. "Thene is no award for it; other than being
»t and persua^ve argument'."•tetter:; :^'>- " ' v . ' ; : v . .



OOUHT; Proposal would put aieral judge in Green Bay
From A-1
legislation introduced in the Senateby U.S. Sen. Herb Kohl D-Wis."Time and time again, people innortheast Wisconsin are asked totravel great distances to Milwaukeeto be heard in federal court," saidJohnson. "All too often, they areasked to rely on unfamiliar, out-of-town attorneys when they getthere."Johnson said the bill to grant afederal judgeship to northeasternWisconsin would provide geo-graphical diversity to the state's fed-eral court system. Currently, thereare six federal judges in the state.Lonergan said the cost of litigat-ing a case in federal court in Mil-waukee is higher than it is in north-eastern Wisconsin because attor-neys and their clients must incurtravel costs along with otherexpenses, such as lodging.Lonergan, a former president ofthe Outagamie County Bar Associ-at10"" and the current vice presidentVisconsin Academy of Trial.s, said some area residentshave opted to litigate their cases instate courts because of the logisticsand the expense involved in litigat-ing a case at the federal courthousein. Milwaukee.Having a U.S. court in GreenBay would provide Fox Valley resi-dents with more equal access to thefederal system - both in civil andcriminal cases, he said.Certain cases, such as civil rightsviolations and large-scale bankrupt-cies, must be handled in federal

court. Officials say other types oflegal proceedings are better han-dled in the federal rather than thestate court system.Kohl said there is strong evi-dence from the Government
Accounting Office to justify theadditional federal judgeship hi Wis-consin.Kohl said a GAO study showedthat federal judges in .Wisconsinserve the highest population amongall federal judges, on average."In fact, no other state's judgesserve populations even close to thesize that Wisconsin judges areresponsible for," said KohL "This isa disproportionate burden on ourjudges. And it puts people at a dra-matic disadvantage when they musttravel long distances or hire out- of-town attorneys because the court-house is hundreds of miles away.*The GAO report found that eachjudge in Wisconsin serves an aver-age population of 859,966. Theremaining federal judges across thecountry - more than 600 - servean average of 417,000 people perjudge. The report also noted thatWisconsin has three times the pop-ulation of West Virginia and 25%more cases, but two fewer federaljudges.Lynn Becker, a spokesman forKohl, said the Green Bay judgeshipbill is pending in the Senate Judi-ciary Committee and would likelybe considered as part of a largerjudgeship legislative package. Thetiming of the bill is uncertain, said
Becker.

Federal

S11
Proposal would locatea new U.S. DistrictCourt in Green Bay
By Andy Thompson
Post-Crescent staff writer

Appleton attorney Kevin Loner-gan is a strong proponent of a pro-posal that would bring a federaljudgeship to northeastern Wiscon-sin."I think it's a great idea," saidLonergan. "I strongly support it"Lonergan said establishing aU.S. District Court in Green Baywould ease the burden on thosefrom the Fox Valley who have totravel to Milwaukee for federalcourt cases.Northeastern Wisconsin fallswithin the Eastern District federalcourt in Milwaukee. There is a fed-eral court for the Western Districtin Madison.
There is legislation pending inCongress to create a federal judge-ship in Green Bay.In May, U.S. Rep. Jay Johnson,D-Green Bay, introduced his bill,which serves as the House of Rep-resentatives' counterpart to similar
Please see COURT, BACK PAGE
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LETTERS

poses a challenge we must rise
Editor, The Post-Crescent:Tonight my grandson is spend-ing, just as his grandfather didsome 55 years ago, the first night ofhis first extended stay away fromhome. It is a place of the darkestwoods, the brightest stars, the.cleanest air and the pristine watersof the Upper Wolf River runningthrough it. It is a Boy Scout campcalled Gardner Dam.Indelibly etched in my memoryas a 12-year-old is the openingcampfire, where the older Scoutsdressed in Indian garb, impressedupon us that This place is to bekept in as good a condition - nay,better condition, than which wefound it." On a recent visit I foundthat the Boy Scouts have indeedmet that goal.! Sadly, I must admit that my gen-eration, and others before andafter, have failed the challenge. Welive in the Fox Valley where thewoods are stripped for developers,the stars are not bright, the air isnot clean and the water is certainlynot pristine.

Now we must attempt to cleanour beloved Fox River of the PCBsthat have been dumped by thosewho are more interested in theirbottom line than the bottom of ourriver. Those are the same that havebeen given the opportunity to cor-rect their past sins but have yet toremove the first pound after yearsof lip service. It is a bitter fact toaccept, but a Superfund designa-tion may be the only thing that willget the DNR and the offendingindustries off the dime and getbusy.This may be our last great oppor-tunity "to leave this place in asgood a condition - nay, better con-dition, than which we found it." Ipray that we not waste it.Richard Loehnlng,Menasha

'



f^M/ftP LETTERS 'ty\<JkM - Plrtl- -(Vfstv* fAn alternative method of dealing with PCBs
Editor, The Post-Crescent:I do not understand what all thefuss is about concerning the PCBsin the Fox River.First, it's not as if it was anyone'sfault. No one could have known orsuspected that dumping these newunknown chemicals into the envi-ronment might cause problems lat-er. I do not remember specifically,but I am sure companies stoppeddumping PCBs as soon as there
was any evidence to suggest theymight be harmful. It is not as if theyhad to be forced to stop dumpingPCBs.Secondly, it is only coincidencethat the cleanup method they pro-pose also happens to be the cheap-est one. Their method will keep thePCBs safely stored right at the bot-tom of the river where we do nothave to worry about them gettinginto the water again. The compa-nies, which put the PCBs there inthe first place, may have paid thescientists supporting this method,but we have no more reason todoubt them than the fine scientistsfrom Big Tobacco.More importantly, the peoplethat eat fish from the river and lakeare not important anyway. They aremostly poor and uneducated. Whatdifference does it make if their chil-dren are genetically damaged?The people that really counthave cottages on pure northernlakes, and take fishing trips in Ca-nada.

I have a suggestion that will putthe blame and the responsibilitywhere it belongs. Put warninglabels on the fish, then we canblame the people that eat them forgetting sick. Oan Ensley,Appleton

theiverpen
Decision is simple on the Fox River
Editor, The Post-Crescent:Your June 22 article covering the OutagamieCounty public hearing on the Superfund drewattention to the fact that "The turnout... was dis-appointingly small." I don't know about others, butfor myself, I didn't know a meeting was scheduledand if I had known, I probably wouldn't have comeanyway. I have other ways I prefer to waste mytime.The decision is a no-brainer. Yet, various localcommunity leaders in government and in businesshave managed to confuse the issue to the point thatI've completely lost hope of a useful outcome.Since nothing I might do or say would have anyeffect, I've lost interest in the deliberations.Until someone advises me otherwise, the factsare these:1. There is poison in the mud at the bottom of
the Fox River.

2. The poison is a serious threat to the health oflocal citizens. The presence of the poison detersrecreational development, including tourist facili-ties, of the river as a revenue source.3. The poison is there as a result of past activityof local mills owned by multinational corporationswho see environmental cleanup solely as a negativeeffect on their bottom lines. If local mill managershad been assigned Fox River cleanup as a thing todo to get a raise or get promoted, the cleanupwould already be finished.4. Local leaders misguidedly claim that poisoncleanup is a local problem and resist help from out-side sources, thereby delaying any action to thepoint of inaction.5. The non-resident corporations win. The local
citizens lose. Earl Gates,Appleton
Daytf; There; is no,aw.'i> j for it, other than being
"'""~"~"^ "" , 11 id persuasive argument,
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Status of
expectednext week
By Duke Behnke
Post-Crescent staff writer

NEENAH - The Environmen-tal Protection Agency is expectedto decide by the middle of nextweek whether to place the lowerFox River on the national prioritylist, a precursor to a formal Super-fund listing. Speaking tolocal govern-ment leaders inNeenah Mon-day, David Ull-rich, acting ad-ministrator ofthe EPA's reg-ional office inChicago, saidthe decision onthe priority list-ing should bemade nextTuesday orWednesday byT i m o t h yFields, acting
assistant EPA

administrator.Ullrich also assured local leadersthe EPA has no plans to holdmunicipalities liable for the clean-up of PCBs from the lower Fox
Please see RIVER, A-6

iver

FOX RIVER: EPA expected to
announce Superfund status
From A-1
River and he knows of no intentiont<j> do so by the U.S. Fish & WildlifeService nor the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources either.
I Local government leaders werereassured Monday that neither the

L . S . Environmental ProtectionAgency, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
S;rvice nor the Wisconsin Depart-rr ent of Natural Resources has any
it tention of holding municipalitiesli ible for the cleanup of the lowerFpx River.

Ullrich said the EPA is focusingo i the seven companies responsi-b e for discharging PCBs into theri rer.
"We have taken absolutely noa< tion to date to sue the municipal-ities in any (potentially responsibleparty) status," Ullrich said during arrieeting with Fox Cities officials,"(f there are plans to do that,nobody has bothered to tell meat>out it. There is nothing in thewprks on that at all."

! Ullrich said of greater concern
to! municipalities is what the com-p^nies might have in mind.
! "I suggest that you direct yourquestions to them because, unfortu-nptely, there's not a whole lot 1 cando about controlling their legal

actions," he said.
DNR Secretary George Meyerand U.S. Fish and Wildlife Region-

al Director William Hartwig also
said their agencies had no legal
actions planned against the munici-palities.

Meyer said the DNR is trying toreach an agreement with the sevencompanies, also known as the FoxRiver Group, that would prevent
third-party lawsuits.

In return for that effort, Meyer
wants local municipalities to helpin other ways, like granting ease-ments needed to remove PCBdeposits from the river.

Ullrich said the finger-pointingand talk of lawsuits that might fol-low if the lower Fox is listed as aSuperfund site have caused peopleto lose sight of the real issue -
finding a cost-effective cleanup forthe river.

"Everybody is talking about
Superfund instead of talking aboutthe river," Ullrich said. "I realize
that Superfund is a very controver-sial thing. In my experience, it isone of the toughest laws to workwith, but we have learned how tomake that law work."

Ullrich said of the 1,300 nation-al priority sites, 500 have reachedthe stage of substantial completion.
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>tate industry cuts level of toxin releases^
3y Bob Vitale

• i .<-., .fit Washington hur«:iu
WASHINGTON - Wisconsin:n.imilacturers arc following a

national trend and sending fewer
I I IMC chemicals out into the air.
s . i t c r and land, according to a
:i- | irt released Thursday by the
I n i ionmentn l Protection Agency

'he TI'A's annual Toxics Re
KM c Inventory, a tally of informa-
nt companies supply to the gov-
'•i i nent, shows the state's indus-
u i e s cut Iheir toxic output by more
ihan 1 .1 mill ion pounds in 1996. a
I .1"-,', decrease that mirrors statis-

IK -S nationwide.
"Overall, this year's daia are

good news," said Lynn Goldman,the agency's assistant administra-tor for prevention, pesticides 2ndtoxic substances, who pointed outthat drops over the last severalyears have been accomplishedeven as factories increase their pro-duction.The top 10 companies for toxicreleases included Neenah Foundryand Waupaca Foundry.
Nationally, toxic releases de-clined 100 million ;,c ands in 1996.from 2.5 h'llion 10 2.4 billion.Releases intc; tV air and under-ground injection wells spurred thedrop. Releases i n t < . the water andland actually we.i' up.In Wisconsin, not all of those

trends held, though. The state'stotal industrial releases alsodropped, from 31.1 million poundsto 29.8 million, as did the amountssent out into the air and under-ground wells. Land releases alsowent down, however, while toxicreleases into the state's surfacewaters increased from 2.1 millionpounds to 2.8 million pounds.The overwhelming majority oftoxic releases in Wisconsin are intothe state's air. which accounted for89% of the total.Changes in the data collected byEPA, however, caused changes inthe ranking of individual industriesthat produced the most toxns.Until this year's report, only

releases directly into the environ-ment - the air, water and land -were used for the company rank-ings. EPA now takes into accountthe amount of chemicals a compa-ny disposes of in other ways suchas recycling or treatment.Because of that, state officialscautioned the report can no longerbe viewed as a listing of Wiscon-sin's biggest polluters, which wasits common interpretation."It's hard to say what this list isnow," said Wes Taylor of the Wis-consin Department of NaturalResources. "It's a new way of EPAto look at this stuff. That's not tosay it's not valid, just different."
The change in reporting

dropped Consolidated Papers Inc.of Wisconsin Rapids from thebiggest source of chemical releasesto No. 3.The company still sent thelargest amount of toxins into theenvironment - 2.6 millionnounds into the air and 250iounds into the water - butiCewaskum-based Regal Ware Inc.,ranked highest in the state becauseof 8 million pounus of chemicalsdisposed of in other ways.Fort Howard Corp., of GreenBay ranked second in the state,reporting 2.6 million pounds ofchemicals released into the air,water and a smaller amountthrough treatment or other means.

TOXiCREUEASEWisconsin companies that released.the most toxic chemicals in 1996:
* Regal Ware Inc.. Kewaskum
* Fort Howard Corp., Green Bay
'•1 Consolidated Papers Inc., Wis-
consin Rapids
S Georgia-Pacific Corp., Nekoosa
* Grede Foundries Inc., Milwaukee
J Neenah Foundry Inc.. Neenah
3 Waupaca Foundry Inc., Wau-
paca
a Maynard Stoel Casting Co., Mil-
waukee
1 General Motors Corp., Janesville
*• Uniroyal Engineered Products,
Stoughton



Fox off American Heritage River list6/it/trBy Bob Vitale
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - The Fox
River is officially out of the runningfor presidential designation as anAmerican Heritage River.A presidential advisory commit-tee voted unanimously this week torecommend 10 rivers be includedin the new federal program de-signed to encourage local preserva-tion and development efforts.The Fox had already been left offa longer list last month when thepanel began reviewing 126 applica-tions for the program.A stretch of the Mississippi fromWisconsin and Minnesota to Illi-nois and Iowa was among the finalrivers recommended to President

Clinton. The others are: the Con-necticut River in Connecticut, Ver-mont, New Hampshire and Massa-
chusetts; the Detroit River inMichigan; the Hanale1 River inHawaii; the Hudson River in NewYork; the New River in North Car-olina, Virginia and West Virginia;the Rio Grande in Texas; thePotomac River in Maryland, Penn-sylvania, Virginia, West Virginiaand the District of Columbia; theSt. Johns River in Florida and theWillamette River in Oregon.Dayton Duncan, who chairedthe panel charged with reviewingapplications, said members soughta mix of rivers that included somein each part of the country, thosefamous and little-known, urban andrural, pristine and polluted.

"Another committee of 12 might
have selected a different mix, alsojustifiable and valid," he said. "The
final decision, of course, rests withthe president, and should hechoose to designate more than 10rivers, we would enthusiasticallysupport that decision."Although criticized by some as amove by the federal government toinject itself into local affairs involv-ing the rivers, the Clinton adminis-tration has insisted the programwill only provide advisers to localplanners. The designation bringswith it no new federal money tocommunities along designatedrivers, but officials say the federalliaisons will be able to steer com-munities to existing programs theymight not be aware of. •>" /
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Supervisors willdecide how to voteafter hearing frompublic on Monday
By Judy William*
Pos(-C«*:«rt «<sf f wrtor

A promised public hearing on &resolution before the OulapunicCounty Board opposfnf the aderaliovcntrpent's Involvement ia thecleanup of the Fax River tut beenM for ( p.m. Monday ID the Coun-ty Board meeting room, 410 5. Wal-nut St"We want to allow the citizensfame input," said Mtnan POX.County Board chairman, ''We try10 vote a& our consiituenis wouldlike us to vote. This ihoukl help usdecide*Eadier this month, the boarddelayed taking action on the con-troversial resolution opposingplacement of the 'river oa a federalSuperfund Priorto Site list. whichmould gh« the 17.3. EnvbonmeaUlProtection Agency authority todirect the effort to remove poty-chlorinated blphenyk. or PCBs,from U» wdkDent on the bottomof the lower Fox River.PCBs an long-Jastinej, man-made chemical* tint wen used inelectrical equipment tod the mtwftcture of earbonlets paper, Ineyhave been finked to defenntties inwild animal*, increased risks ofcancer and developmental prob-lem) Inchlktren whose mothers atecoauunhutadfifli.Opponenu claim EPA involvemoot In PCS removal wfll be Sutoo costly apd beta* designated aSuperfund site win attach a siinnato the Fox River VOe/.Proponents contend that the lev-encomptninwluuprodoctlooitreiponnWe for inoit or the PCBi tothe river, tod focal* covcnunenuhav» had ample time to deal ̂ ththe health and pofluUon problembut haw failed to act. The Greenfiayfca«ed Clean Witer ActionCouncil hat been the most activeIn favor of BPA
The resolution behu ooniideredby the Omafamie County Board IsumiJar to those conddered by oth-er guwnment boardt, Fo* said.The Kaukajuna'Cbtnmoa CouncilDC Pere Common Cooocfl and

HEARING: Supervisors wantto hear from public on EPA
From A-1
Kirnborty and Combined Lock* vil-lage bawds have approved the resc-Iirtion.However, oflWato in Appl«too,Neen&h, Meoaiba, Little Chuteand Grand Chute have postponedtakia? aodoo on it, tome iayin|they wen vaidDf tsntil afltr theCutatamie County public hearingT^te Winncbaio County BoardearVr.rthis moctt approved a moreiiroruty worded resolution u>it-ociruunf the EPA dred|mgpUn. inadv^tce of holding in own pobUcfbrum on the subject that wu onavnizcd largely by a lobbynt for theFox River Group, (he scvtn compa-nies who may be held responsiblefor the ctamtt.Foot said the .Outafamie CountyBoard (chfedolod the pubflc hearing

is the question to be conaideved ithe hearina, he said.The hearing format wffl be t»-and immle, fax, said. The tothe crowd wffl determine flic Jof tone each person isspeak,"We have to let it run untinone has their My,* he sailFoDowing the pubhcvnrioui County Board ooiare expected to consider _moniet given snd come* uprecommendationi tor theBoard. The Property;«« v ™* *̂ E «̂ ^̂ v* ̂«* • •••• ^ • mfm^mm B^J f BMpon, Kecreatioo apd coonomiDevelopment CommiUee shas racorameJidcd adopUoo-Tax said he expects the boardtake action at the Jvfy 14 meeting.

to get the opJnion or resUcnts cwhether tf.oy want to see the £P/\in control of the PCS cleanup."Should we support the EPAcoming in or should we oppose itf

•77* (oimaua (n theGroup are PJf. Glatfflter Co,Ok Pope/ Corp* ApftemInc., Part Jama Con* US.t Con,ami NCR Coif., a farmer wntr i
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ox Superfund a hot potato. / ̂ L v • •
By Duke Behnke (j>( '
f-- ' ' " ,cf-nt Mtt writer

• \ LLNAM - A handful of con-
cerned citizens planted justenough doubt in the minds ofaldermen Wednesday to delay theconsideration of a joint resolutionallocating a settlement, short of aSuperfund designation, for theremoval of PCBs from the lowerFo\ River.

i ' l ie same resolution also
en . - i ' i i n t e r ed delays in Appleton
am! L i t t l e Chute.I looted officials in Menasha
anil (he Town of Grand Chute

Neenah, Appleton, Little Chute hold off on resolutions
have tabled similar resolutions,while Kimberly and Kaukaunaapproved the resolution Mondayor TUesday.In Appleton, aldermen referredthe resolution back to nextWednesday's Board of PublicWorks meeting for further discus-sion.AJd. Kathy Groat said citizensneed more time to grasp a subjectdominated by two "very biased"points of view up to now.Trustees in Little Chute also

postponed action Wednesdaynight, waiting for a planned publichearing on the resolution by theOutagarue County Board."I don't see any pressing need toapprove .that before the publichearing,"' said trustee Charles Fis-cher.Trustees, who indicated theirintention to vote on the issue attheir next board meeting, said wait-ing was prudent, because the word-ing of the resolution being consid-ered by the county might be

changed as the result of testimonyat the public hearing.The motion in Neenah to tableuntil July 1 initially failed on a 5-4vote of the Common Council. Sup-porters, fearing the timing of themeasure rather than its contentwas about to split the council, thenreconsidered.A unified council in two weeks,they reasoned, would be betterthan a divided council now.Aldermen Mark Lange andGeorge Scherck argued for the

delay to give them time for addi-tional study. The Clean WaterAction Council of NortheasternWisconsin Inc. presented alder-men with a packet of materials justbefore the meeting."I'm not so sure that being firstmeans we're doing it best," Scher-ck said, noting other area commu-nities also had postponed the mat-ter. The resolution urges the U.S.Environmental Protection Agency,the state Department of NaturalResources and seven paper compa-
Please see FOX, B-3

FOX: Superfund status now a hot potato
From B-1
nies responsible for dischargingPCBs into the river to "vigorouslypursue negotiations to agree on aPCB cleanup that will address envi-ronmental and health concerns in acost-effective manner while protect-ing the local economy."It also says a Superfund listing"should be avoided if at all possiblebecause of the protracted and high-ly expensive litigation that listing

would trigger."Charlotte Arendt, 307 CrescentDrive, questioned whether aidemen had heard the EPA's side (the story."If not, you are voting blind anduninformed and should be cen-sured for that," Arendt said.Mayor Ken Harwood, who sup-ports the resolution, was surprised
he reproach. He said the city's'. nt is to get everyone to worktogether rather than against one

another.
"I'm trying to get to the table,"Harwood said. "I'm trying to getsome answers. I'm trying to get thepaper companies to stop saying,'We can't do it. We just can't do it.'I'm trying to get the ERA to (not)say, 'You just spend whatever ittakes. You just start dredging.'" _

• Post-Crescent staff writers PeteBach and Ed Culhane contributed to '•this report.



Johnson secures
$ 1 million for
Fox River locks
Federal money would beused for maintenance
By Doug Erickson
Post-Crescent staff writer

The Fox Cities are in line to receive$1 million in federal funds next year to'mprpve the three Fox River locks thatare still operational, U.S. Rep. Jay John-son, D-Green Bay, saidWednesday.The money would be inaddition to and separate fromthe $ 14 .8 million the U.S.Army Corps of Engineers hastentatively agreed to pay Wis-consin if the state accepts own-ership of the 174ock naviga-tional system.The new sum would be usedto repair pressing maintenancep.oblems at the De Pere, LittleKaukauna and Menasha locks.This is very good news," said JohnForster, chairman of the Fox River Man-agement Commission, which operatesth j three locks. "If yo- J on't addr. heproblems, the deterioration hastens."Johnson said he personally requestedthe $1 million from the House Appro-priations Subcommittee on Energy andWater Development, which has adoptedhis request.
The measure awaits action by the fullHouse of Representatives, a conferencewith the Senate, and the president's sig-nature. But Johnson said the hard part isover.
The key thing is getting it through

committee," he said.The corps did minimal maintenanceon the locks in the past decade as itlooked to unload them on another party.The state and the corps reached a ten-tative agreement on an ownership trans-fer earlier this month. Under the plan,the state and local supporters mustcome up with about $5.4 million to addto the $14.8 million in federal money.That money would be used to renovateand reopen most of the 17locks.Local supporters now aretrying to figure out how tofund their share. If the dealfalls through, the corps hassaid it will work to close thenavigation system.Forster said the mainte-nance money bodes well forthe long-discussed ownershiptransfer.The federal governmentwouldn't want to put additional moneyinto the locks if it didn't look promis-ing," he said.Even though the $1 million isn't partof the negotiated agreemtnt, it lessensthe overall local financial burden for ren-ovating the locks, Johnson said.The De Pere Lock is in need of themost immediate work, Forster said. It ishampered by a sill leak that keeps a cur:rent of water seeping underneath thelock door after it closes, he said.If the $ 1 million is included in the fis-cal year 1999 federal budget, the repairwork could be completed before the startof next year's boating season, Forstersaid.



too
e like. No,

ain A and Bchool sports,• • : y have a part-
-•cause they are/ts just to wasteo waste and they

ig, but they are thenigh schools. And I,tudents, believe they. .ories like the one you••: •••• :;%ne 7. It is time you givey .1 /e credit is due..?;"£:?- Mary A. Oatman,'":'•:** Appleton
jent thought and persua-

ame parameters that aj5ply
-ply to The Silver Pen" letter.

£eal issue is publichealth along Fox /

t ies are focusing not on these veryreal health threats, but on imagineddangers based on the misinforma-tion about Superfund.The greatest benefit of Super-fund is the immediate availability offunds insuring cleanup happensResponsibility for repaying Super-fund is settled after the fact, hold-ing those responsible for the pollu-tion to repaying the debt for clean-up.As we wait and engage in endlessfrivolous debate, more PCBs arewashed downstream into LakeMichigan, where the responsibilityfor cleanup vai Jshes - but the pol-lution, and its threat to the peopleand wildlife of the region, remains.In order to insure that the clean-up of the Fox River goes well, thethreat of Superfund is the tool thepublic needs to have for holdingpolluters responsible - instead oftaxpayers, wildlife and future gener-ations of area residents (throughadditional exposure and lost recre-ation opportunities).Let the polluters know the ball isin their court, not ours. Once theygive us a cleanup plan and it'sapproved, the need for Superfund

Let the polluters
know the ball is in

their court, not ours.
and National Priority Listing ceas-
es.The cleanup needs to happen,
not endless debate and delay.EricUram,

Clean \/Vater=Safe Fish Project,Sierra Club Great LakesProgram,Madison
• Letters must be signed and include
a telephone number where the writer
can be reached during the day.
Names will be withheld only if suffi-
cient reason ts given. Letters should
be limited to 300 words. They will be
condensed if necessary for clarity or
brevity. Mail your letter to:'ettersThe Post-Crescent

P. O. Box 59Appleton, Wl 54912
or e-mail it to:PCNews@Athenetnet

Editor, The Post-Crescent,Concerns are again flying aboutthe Fox River Valley as local reso-lutions have been calling Super-fund listing a threat to the cleanup.The real threat is not Superfundlisting, but the public and environ-mental health threat PCBs in theFox River/Green Bay area pose.• Fish in some areas of the FoxRiver are so polluted .th PCBsthat, if eaten regularly, increase aperson's lifetime cancer risk tomore than 1 -in- 100.• Children and infants exposedto PCBs are susceptible to possiblelearning disabilities, increased life-time cancer risks and decreasedimmune system response.• The Lower Fox and GreenBay have received a rarely issuedwaterfowl consumption advisory inaddition to the one given for fish.Ilnfprtunately, many communi-

PUBLIC HEARI
Calumet County Manning

The Calumef County Manning and Zoning Comm
at 7:00 p.m. 'on June 30, 1998, in Conferee
Courthouse. Use Courthouse Entrance B and folk*
Individual! interested in the (blowing issue* ore e
oral and/or written testimony to the Planning De
53014, (920) 849-1442.pirmoNS
1. Petition of Cellular One to seek a coodiKood use |
property zoned general og. fVuoeity b owned by N
in the SE 1/4, NE 1/4, Section 24, T20N, RISE, Tos
2. Petition of Convenience Store Automation, Inc., to
local commercial (C-1) to allow on office building,
mencing at the W 1/4 corner of Section ' 5, ther
thence E608.53', thence 5499.22', thence W607.S
3. Amendment to Article XII, Section 114, of the C
would amend the County Growth Management M .
1/4, Section 2, T20N, RISE, Town of Harrison.
DtUBIRATION
The Committee will accept and review all pertinen,
items. The Committee may, if deemed necessary, re
upon the proposed petition* pursuant to Chapter 19
DECISION
The Committee will make their decision in open se
tion is available.

'Any person wishing Ic attend who, because of >
tions should contact the Planning Department at'

• the scheduled meeting firne so appropriate arrant



Fox Superfund a hot potato
eenah, Appleton, Little Chute hold off on resolutions

- A handhl of con-cerned citizens plinted jv»tenough doubt in the minds ofaldci men Wednesday to May )h«consideration of a jokn nesoJoltonadv*M.adng a settieneDl. short of aSuperfund designation, for Ihorcawval of PCBi from Ike lowerFoot RiverThe same resolution also
encountered deliys in Appletonand Z.inlcChuie.L-lcctcd officials in Mcnasha
<infi ttie Town of Grand Chule

have tabled similar resolution*,whUe RimbBiiy and Kaukaunaapproved the rejoluthn MondayorTuesday.In Ap^eton, akknnca teftncdthe resolution hack to nextWetoeftV* Board of PoblkWorJu meeting for fitter disc**-clou.Aid. Kathy Groat «wd cilUensneed more time to grasp a (abjectdominated by two "very biased"pomls of view up lo now.Trustees IB Little Chnte ako

pottpos«d action WedneniayBight, waitiaa for a pkrned pybflohearing on the naohtflon by theOutagamle County Board.1 dual see anypressiog need toapfttova (bat befcf* the pubichearing.* said tiustee Chaiie« Fu>cner.Ihittees, who Indkated theifintention to vole on the osuo attheir next boaitl mectkif, taid wait-Ing was prudent, because the word-ing of the icaofcatkm being conaid-ered- by the county miff* be

chanted as the rcndt of testimonyat the p»tiic hearing.The fy***"" in . <ee*afi to tabfcundl Jnry 1 initially &0e4 on a Mvote oftns Coounon CouciL S*p-potteo, (taring ibe ttsoing of Acmeasure rather than Its content>vas about ID spit IhecowaaLiheaicconstdeiedLA ndixd council in two weeks,they ranpncd. would be better•han a divided oonodl aow.Alderrjwn Made Lange andGoorge Sdteick argued lot lh»

detay to gne them time fof addi-lioial study. UK Gean WaterAction Council of NortheasternWiscoiuiD Inc. presented aftermeaiwrik a packet ufrnteriahja*Hefote the raeenng."I'm not so sure that beaig firsJKamwe'ie doing it best.* Schchck saU, noting ottwf area oaumtt-nkks abo had postponed the mat-ter.
Tho rosoJudon urges Ibe U^Environmental Protection Agency,the data Department of NaluriRetoarces and seven paper eontpa-

MeaM so« FOX, fra

srfiind status
X
• 11

FromaVI
nles responsible for dischargingPCfe i»io the inrcr to XKoronclypursue negotiation* to agree on aPCB cleanup tint wii adtVcsi envi-ronmental and health concerns In acost-effective manner while protect-ing the local economy."k abo say* a-Sapcrtund hEtiag'should be avoided if at all possible. because of (he protracted and high-ly expensive legation that Biting

would (rigger."Charlotte ATOM*. 307 CrescentDrin, questioned whether aUer-raen hid heard the EPA's side ofthe story,"If not, you are voting Mind anduninformed and should be cen-sured lor Ihat.' Artndt said.Mayor Ken Harwood. wfco sup-ports the itsoifttioB. wn anpraedat the xepfoacfa. He aid the city'sintent b to get e*eo»nc to workfcfetba nrther than against one

another."fa IryUl to get to the <abk."Harwood said. "I Tm trying to lettome aoiwwj. I'm trying lo gel theoner companies to stop saying,!\fecaflt do *. We jail cwl do n.'Fm hying to get tfo EPA to (not)iay 'You >MI .spend vfariever ittafaa. You just start ftedjiog."
staff MeSoch and Ed Culhar- contributed to

tiito report.



Grand Chute tables resolution on
Superftmd designation for river
By Steve Wideman
Post-Crescent staff writer

GRAND CHUTE - The TownBoard on Tuesday tabled indefinite-ly consideration of a resolutionopposing fund designation of thelower Fox River as a federal Super-fund site.The 3-2 vote to table the resolu-tion puts Grand Chute in line witha growing number of municipalitiesthat have been displaying cautionwhen it comes to opposing federalEnvironmental Protection Agencyinvolvement in cleaning up PCBsin the river.The PCBs, which have beenjinked to cancer, were depositedinto the river by a number of areapaper mills in the late 1950s,throughout the 1960s and early1970s before they were banned.

The resolution calls for the EPA,state Department of NaturalResources and paper mills alongthe Fox River to negotiate a
cleanup of the river in hopes ofavoiding Superfund designation.Supv. Patricia Stevens said shepreferred moving ahead with sup-
porting the resolution."I think we should take a star:':,"
i.i. s;i;c.

Stevens said she wants twodemonstration projects geared atcleansing the river to move for-ward.Supv. Sharron Huss made the
motion to table the resolution."I don't feel we have all theanswers and probably never will,"
Huss said.Town Chairman Michael Mars-den said he felt it was best not totake any action.



Meaasha delays vote on Fox Riyer cleanup measure
MENASHA - After lengthydiscussion, aldermen opted Mon-day to wait two weeks before votingon a unified resolution which sap-ports a negotiated solution to theFox River PCB cleanup.While Mayor Joe Laux and CityAtty. Jeffrey Brandt urged Com-mon Council support Tom Kees ofNeenah, a Clean Water ActionCouncil board member, askedaldermen to consider arguments infavor of the Superfund designation.The joint local government reso-lution asks the EPA, DNR and

paper mills to vigorously pursuenegotiations to agree on a PCBcleanup to cost effectively addressenvironmental and health concernswhile protecting the local economy."In essence, the bottom line isconsensus," said Laux. Brandt saidthe Superfund is a methodology todetermine potentially responsibleparties which are held jointly andseverally liable."We are led to believe that thereis a pot of money at the end of therainbow and it's just a matter oftapping into it," Brandt said. "The

EPA can help us by going to thebargaining table with the mills, thepeople who created the problem."Kees insisted that the measurewas "a stop Superfund resolution."Paper companies benefittedfrom their discharges into the FoxRiver and need to bite the bullet onthe cleanup, he said. Dredging canb; done safety and correctly, he
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the wait? Superfund
t iliU'i', The Post-Crescent:

I :nn writ ing this letter in sup-I M H I of the Superfund designation
..I i lu- lower'Fox River. With theI >MH. and slate politicians dragging
i l u i i (cot on this issue, it is time fori I n - people of the area to take a
' . iami on this issue.Why should we put up with pol-l ' i i i -d water and tainted fish? So cer-
Min companies can profit at theexpense of our Fot River? Thesei-on.pi.nies will not go out of busi-,ness if they an-, forced to pay for a jcleanup.Iroit James has been investingbillions of dollars in China, Russiaand Turkey to expand their opera-tions. This money should navebeen spent here, in the Fox Valley,
since it was the working men andwomen of Green Bay who earned
that money.

We cannot expect these compa-nies to voluntarily clean the Fox.We have waited 12 years for results,and have only studies to show for it.It is time we take action, bring onI he Superfund, so maybe somedayyour grandchildren will be able tobi ing a walleye home and eat itwithout fear of PCBs.Kyle Strauss,Green Bay

ITERS

needed to clean up the Fox
'•'•''"' i ' l ' . • . . : . ' ' • ' . ••'- • ' , •

o



Ed Berthiaume, features editor
S20-9S3-1CCO, ext. 213
e mail: PC News@athenet.net
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"THE RIVER ROCKS!" is a col-
lection of songs that deal with
some aspect of northeast Wis-
consin' environmental history.

CD puts
Wisconsin's
history
in song

By Tom Richards

B
ruce Johnson was afraidthat the Fox/Wolf RiversEnvironmental HistoryProject was going to haveto go back and dig up a bunch offolky French canoe tunes, maybesome old logging songs, for aplanned recording.Then the folks at the historyproject discovered that talentflows through the Valley like therivers to which the organization isdevoted.What that talent produced is 10songs that make up "The RiverRocks!," a new CD. The stylesrange from folk to rap to heavymetal.

"We've got
to have the

kids
knowing

our
legacy."

Bruce Johnson

The tunes are described as"northeast Wisconsin's environ-mental history in music."All deal with some aspect ofenvironmental history of theregion.For example, Jason Moon wroteand performs a song called "TheDay They___ Blew Up theBog," whichtells a truestory of the1900s whenbogs brokeloose andfloated downthe Fox toOshkosh,where theyhad to bedynamited.Or "Mr.Ware, YouWere There,"by EricAnderson (of Boogie and the Yo-Yo'z), which is about a fannernamed Ware who in 1876 beganreplanting trees that were harvest-ed for logs on his farm.Or "A Catfish Named Lou," byGreen Bay singer/songwriter BarbBazaldua, a tale of a fish living inthe garbage that people threw inthe Fox River in the 1940s and•50s.One of the things that Johnsoninsisted on was that the songs did-n't turn into preachy environmen-tal stuff.The CD was made as part of a$20,000 grant from the WisconsinEnvironmental Education BoardThe songwriters were given amodest fee for their wo^k. "It'sembarrassing what we gave them,"Johnson said. "They were grosslyunderpaid. It hardly covered theirexpenses."But we are willing to perpetu- .ate the image of the starvingartist"

Actually, in the best tradition ofsqueezing the most out of a dollarfor environmental work, the$20,000 also paid for a 15-minutevideo about the environmental his-tory of the region and for a site onthe Intern .̂ (www.foxwolf.org).A music video off the album isthe likely next step, Johnson said,and work is being done on a slidepresentation, backed by the music.Between each musical cut onthe CD is a brief explanation ofthe story behind the next number.These are done by Ken Andersonand Natalie Sandberg.Much of the work on the video,CD and Web site was volunteer ordone at the lowest possible rate.Tart of the project was to begand scrounge," Johnson said.It is important to recall andrecord this environmental history,he added."We've got to have the kidsknowing our legacy," he said.Those are the folks that are goingto be making the decisions prettysoon. They are going to have todeal with what we leave behind,but I've got hope. I've got a lot of
hope."The CD is available at areamusic stores or by calling 888-FOXWOLF.



' Cleaning Fox should• be our top priority
Editor, The Post-Crescent:It seems to me that a majority ofthe people in the Green Bay areadon't have the facts.

Many people are brainwashedinto thinking that the Fox Riverdoesn't have that big of a problemand that bringing in Superfundwould only hurt the economy.It is absurd to think that nothingshould be done. I am all for Super-fund and making sure that the pol-luters that put their garbage in theriver in the first place should payfor it
> Cleaning up the Fox River will'•'-. give this community and many oth-ers a clean and fishable river and

It is absurd to think
that nothing should

be done.
bay.The Green Bay commercial andsport fishery alone could be worthmillions.The knowledge of a polluted riv-er has suppressed many water frontinvestments for years, and will con-tinue to do so unless something isdone.I never realized how bau :rrproblem was until 1 got the Lets.More people need to open theireyes and see ho..' dangerous thisriver has become to the wildlife, the

environment, the economy, and thehealth and general welfare of thepeople in this community.Sarah Statz,Green Bay
• Letters must be signed and include
a telephone number where the writer
can be reached during the day.
Names will be withheld only if suffi-
cient reason is given. Letters should
be limited to 300 words. They will be
condensed if necessary for clarity or
brevity. Mail your letter to:LettersThe Post-CrescentP. 0. Box 59Appleton, Wl 54912

or e-mail it to:PCNews@Athenetnet



ver pen
Winnebago board rushedto judgment on Superfund

Editor, The Post-Crescent:I'm appalled at the processused by the Winnebago Coun-ty Board of Supervisors to passa resolution against Superfundcleanup of the Fox River.Two weeks ago, 13 supervi-sors held a cozy meeting with acorporate lobbyist representing:: paper mills who polluted the••;'' .-"',•:• '•.-.':.-\ river. Apparently the lobbyist•i;:::-L"^---:: r.i helped them draft the resolu-•"'~:;'- '^--> ' :- i tion.: At the June 2 full boardmeeting, citizens were allowedto comment only before theboard debated the resolution.Once debate began, citizenswere not allowed to respond tothe multitude of bald-faced liesand half-truths spouted by cer-tain board members. We could-n't have guessed in advancewhat arguments they woulduse, and we never dreamedthey could be so misinformed.The board rushed into a finalvote.Several citizens asked themto oppose the resolution, or atleast wait two weeks to allowcitizens time to respond, have apublic debate of the issue, andprovide more information. But

the board voted 27-7 against us.It's interesting that supervi-sors worry about the "stigma"of the Superfund label, thougheveryone knows the river is pol-luted. They should be worriedabout the stigma of beinglabeled corrupt pvblic officialswho kiss the feet GI self-servingcorporate lobbyists and ignorepublic health concerns.Local officials have had 12years to write a voluntarycleanup plan and raise moneyto get the job done. Superfundhas been the only solid effortin <ui that time. It has neverbeen realistic to expect sevencorporations to voluntarilydonate $1 bilh'oa but thesesupervisors want to keep wait-ing, or stick taxpayers with thecost. Meanwhile, millions ofpeople along the Fox River,Green Bay and Lake Michiganhave been exposed to 12 yearsof toxic PCB chemicals.Rebecca Leighton(Caters,Green Bay
• The author is the executivedirector of the Clean WaterAction Council of Northeast Wis-consin, Inc., based in Green Bay.
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dredge or not to dredge
By Ed Culhane
Post < i . ' i > n t : ;h i | f writer

lii ihe intensifying debate surround-ing the I Til-contaminated sediments inthe I ox River, the dredger has been por-trayctl ;ts a monster.I'ox Valley residents have seen avision of a giant, dirty machine, fueledby hundreds of millions of dollars fromlocul (-oilers, that would muck aroundin Iho sediments, digging through cleanlayns <o disrupt the bad stuff below -

Issue of dredging may come downto whose science you choose to believe
dangerous, mysterious chemicals thatwould be better left alone, buried intheir murky lockers.This vision can be found in a videoproduced by the seven companies tar-geted by state and federal regulators topay for the lion's share of any Fox Riv-er cleanup.

The video shows an artist's anima-tion of a dredger's cutting blade diggingup the buried contaminants, mixingthem with their blanket of clean sedi-ment and spewing the mixture into thewater column above."We believe that by dredging thosematerials 5, 6 and 7 feet down, we're

actually going to contaminate the rivermore," said industry executive DennisHultgren in the video.Banded together as the Fox RiverGroup, executives from the seven com-panies have also produced InternetWeb pages, a newsletter and a speaker'sbureau, all delivering the message thatlarge-scale dredging of the Fox River isan outcome to be feared.But is it?
Please see DREDGING, BACK PAGE river



A- 12 THE B,
DREDGING: Regulators andindustry spar over science
of removing PCBs from Fox
From A-1

In public meetings, and on theirown Web pages and newsletters,state and federal regulators offer avastly different vision.They describe precision dredg-ing, with underwater vacuums andprotective screens, as a proven tech-nology that win safety and cleanlyremove the contaminants from theriver with minimum noise and dis-ruption."It's careful engineering andtechnical work, butit'i not rocket sci-ence * DNR scientistBill Fttzpatrick toldresidents of L'nleChute 12 days ago.Later, he referredto the dredging illus-trations in the indus-try video as a "car-toon."

ey elsewhere to clean up someoneelse's mess.The reality, government officialssay, is that no cleanup of this mag-nitude can happen without publicsupport, and for many, to supportor oppose dredging requires evi-
dence.To bolster their assertion thatdredging buried contaminants isharmful, Industry executives hiredthe environmental consulting firmof Blasland, Bouck and Lee to mon-itor EPA dredging, of the samekind being tested this

I Can Show YOU summer on the Fox,which has beenactual film of
underwater
dredging. The
photographer

hasunder way in Manis-tique, Mich.. Harborfor three yean.The firm reportedthat PCB concentra-tions in surface sedi-ments are now fivehigher wheretaking the film IS"1 can show you . . . . EPA dredgingactual flbn of under- KlCKing UP more occurred than where
silt than the
dredger."

BILL FTTZPMRICK,

water dredging," Fitz-patrick said. "Thephotographer takingthe film is kicking upmore silt than thedredger."Government scien- ————lists, and environmen-talists, have their own fear - theabsence of dredging.Leaving Fox River contaminantsin place, they argue, will allow themto maintain their role as the singlelargest source of Lake Michiganpollution, bleeding porychlorinatedfaiphenyb (PCBs) and heavy metalsinto the river and then the lakewhere they win enter the micro-scopic end of the food chain.Increasing their concentrations asthey climb, poisoning fish and thebirds and animals at them forall of the next cenw/ and beyond.Mothers who eat too many ofthe wrong fish, health expertswarn, will endanger the normaldevelopment of their children.The question of whether todredge the river, and to what extentand with what mix of other tech-nologies, will not come up for avote.
It is a regulatory issue, and thefastest, cheapest way to a decisionwould be successful negotiationsbetween the paper companies andthe state and federal agenciescharged with protecting the envi-ronmentWithout a negotiated agreement,the federal government could forcea cleanup and then invite the papercompanies to pay the bill - or faceyears in court defending them-selves, along with their possible co-defendants, the local municipalitieswho passed industries' PCBsthrough their wastewater treatmentplants and into the Fox.__Worse, the federal governmentcould fine the mills for the environ-mental damage, but leave the cont-aminants in place, taking the mon-

did not

Deposit N Sediment
Clea..up Process

dredgingoccur."It further foundthat dredgingincreased by 10 timesthe amount of PCBsavailable to fish andother animals livingin Manistique Harbor," industryexecutives said in a recent pressrelease."The average concentration (ofPCBs) in samples from the areasdredged by EPA was 18.5 parts permillion, almost twice EPA'sremoval action level of 10 parts perminion," the release states.This brought a quick responsefrom Jim Hahnenberg. EPA reme-dial project manager tor both Man-istique and the Fox. He is cryingfoul"EPA is still removing sedimentsin the areas evaluated in yourreport," Hahnenberg wrote in a let-ter to the report's primary author,scientist Mark Brown. Thus yourconclusions regarding the overalleffectiveness regarding this projectare premature and do not provide avalid, balanced evaluation of theoverall effectiveness of dredging atManistique."Hahnenberg said samples taken10 days ago from an area that hasbeen completely dredged showPCB concentrations of l.S partsper million, a 40-fold reductionfrom pre-dredging concentrations."Moreover, 26 of 35 samples inthe completed dredge area had nodetectable PCBs," Hahnenbergwrote.He said the contamination inthose areas cited by Brown thatexceed the 10 ppm action level willbe removed by additional "polish-ing" dredging, in which a diverdirects a vacuum hose at sedimentsleft in place by larger equipment.Hahnenberg said another ofBrown's conclusions - that dredg-ing caused PCBs to be spilled over

THio ILLUSTRATION describes
Deposit N, on the south shore of
onto undredged areas - was"unfounded conjecture, whollywithout support from sample data."EPA officials said Blasland,Bouck and Lee consultants haveworked for other polluting indus-tries in other parts of the state andcountry - including the GeneralElectric on the Hudson River inNew York and Tecumseh Productson the Sheboygan River - and haveopposed large-scale dredging inthose cases as wc'LHahnenberg said dredging inManistique will remove 96% of thePCBs in the areas being dredged,

"We do believe (tl
conclusively that i

increased in surface;
result of dredging. T

they are not relea
nonsense. The wo

there is not g(
MARK BROWN, primary Mrthw

t«t IrtrfciMJnioy Hnnuu jf

with large reductions in PCB con-centrations and substantial long-term improvements to the health ofthe waterway.Brown was still formulating hiswritten response as this article wasbeing prepared. He said he standsby the report."We do believe (the samples)show conchisivety that PCBs in feethave increased in surface sedimentsas a direct result of dredging. Thisassertion in (rihnenberg's) letterthat they are not releasing PCBs isjust nonsense. The work they aredoing there is not good science."Hahnenbetrf and other EPA offt-
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ft Press
describes the process that will be used to clean PCBs from 'the site identified £
h shore of the Fox River in Wmberry.

...» - was rials agree that different methodswholly and different testing scenarios havesdata." been used at different sites. They- olasland, point out that the science of sedi-lants have ment remediation is evolving andtog indus- no two bodies of water are alike.5 state and Using these lands of arguments,e General industry executives have fashionedi River in a compelling argument that the for-i Products mation of any cleanup plan for the-and have Fox should be delayed, from sixtdging in months to a year, so that the resultsof two demonstration projects thisedging in summer can be analyzed.>6X of the But state and federal scientists,j dredged, backed by area environmental orga-
lieve (the samples) show
;ly that PCBs in fact .ave
urface sediments as a direct
iging. This assertion... that
tot releasing PCBs is just
The work they are doing
is not good science."
-bnary author of a report on PCB dredging
idintry (owcutlvM who oppose ttw procan

PCB con- nizations, say that 10 years of inten-itial, long- sive study by the DNR and others health of agencies is enough. The DNR iscu.rently completing a feasibilitydating his study which is due by December,irticle was State and federal regulators saystands they will analyze information fromthe demonstration projects as itpies) becomes available, but will not.Bs in fact delay the process,sediments They, too, have a compellingging. This argument'g'j) letter To wait they say, is to lose ang PCBs is opportunity to remove the mostc they are dangerous sediments while they aredence." in the rivet, before more PCBs - an• ERA offi- estimated 600 pounds of them per

year - wash into the lake whenthey could contaminate millions offish.Significant removal of contami-nated sediments, they argue, couldresult in a clean river, with fish siftto eat, within 25 years.In cases where dredging didresult in increased surface-levelcontamination, Hahnenberg nod,the damage is temporary."There may be some higher con-centrations," he said. "Ton mayhave some short-term increase*,but if you look at the overall ntr-age over time, there are significantreductions. In the long run, youhave a vast improvement"Phil (Ceillor, a scientist with theuniversity of Wisconsin Sea GrantProgram, said the efficiency ofdredging is generally accepted.High water storms pose a muchgreater danger of stirring up conta-minants."Within the scientific communi-ty, dredging is not an importantissue," he said.But if done, he said, it roust bedone right"There certainly have been cage*where what's left behind has beendisappointing," he said, "but that'sa problem of not dredging com-pletely and carefully."Detailed work must be done, besaid, to locate and understand thecontamination."Before you start dredging, yonbetterTind all of it," Keiltor said."And once you start dredging, youbetter get all of it"
UThe companies in the Fax RhtrGroup art P.M. Glatfeher Co, Hirer-side Paper Corp^ Appleton ~Inc, fort Jama Corp, U.S.Mills Corp., Wisconsin Hone .and ffCR Corp., a former owner ofAppleton Papers.

Library hasdevelopedWeb site on
river, PCBs

The Appleton Public Libraryhas developed an Internet Web sitecalled "PCBs and the Fox River."Located atwww.apl.org/pases/pcb.himl. thesits contains both -urrent ar.d his-toric information dboni Tolychlori-nated biphenyls, deposits in theFox River and the potentialcleanup efforts of government andindustry.Library Director Terry Dawsonsaid the site was designed to pro-vide free public access to detailed.balanced information.The site has five sections:•General background aboutPCBs. This section links users to afact sheet produced by the U.S.Department of Health and HumanServices Agency for Toxic Sub-stances and Disease Registry thatcontains frequently asked ques-tions about the health risks ofPCBs; a research overview on thechemistry, toxicology and biodegra-tion of PCBs from the University ofWaterloo; and a Public Broadcast-ing System Frontline programcaT1"1 "Fooling with Nature."•Government agencies andresources. Links are provided tothe Wisconsin Department of Nat-ural Resources, U.S. EPA-Region 5and the United States GeologicalSurvey, all of which have publisheddocuments on PCB contaminationin the Fox River•Community organizations andindustry Web sites devoted to PCBcleanup. Three community organi-zations - the Clear Water ActionCouncil of Northeast Wisconsin,the Wisconsin Stewardship Ne»-wor., and the Fox River Grou(representing seven companiesinvolved in the cleanup) - haveproduced sites that offer in depthcoverage of their positions. Linksto New York and Indiana sites thathave similar concerns are also pro-vided.•Material in the Appleton Pub-lic Library's Wisconsin Collection.The collection contains documentsfrom the late 1970s and early1980s, prepared by the Fox ValleyWater Quality Planning Agencyand the state of Wisconsin, thatprovide perspective to pollution inthe Fox River. This section alsoindexes Post-Crescent articles writ-ten between 1994 and 1988 aboutthe topic.•Contacts. This last section is alist of contacts including local orga-nizations such as the Fox ChinChamber of Commerce and Indus-try, Friends of the Fox, and the FoxCities chapter of the Sierra Club aswell as state and federal agencies.Free public access to the Inter-net is provided at the library. Fur-ther information is available at thelibrary's. Reference and Informa-tion Desk at 92(^832-6173.



FCSs are the real threat
MADISON — Concerns are again flying

about the Fox River Valley as local resolu-
tions have been callins; Superfund listing a
threat to the cleanup, rhe real threat is not
Superfund listing, but the public and environ-
mental health threat FCBs in the Fox
River;Green Bay area pose.
Fiih in some areas of the Fox River are so

polluted with PCBs that, if eaten regularly,
increase a person's lifetime cancer risk to
more than 1-in-lCO.
Children and infants exposed to PCBs are

susceptible to possible learning disabilities,
increased lifetime cancer risks and decreased
immune system response.
The Lower Fox and Green Bay have

received a rarely issued waterfowl con-
sumption advisory in addition to the one
give- •' - " •
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:=: ; :. :: : threats, but on imagined dangers based on t_>" ̂ -}/. S 5^; ̂  '":r:'~-'i £.3-7 J ir-.-Pi.-''•'-:-- ' " - - ' " " ' • • - : " •••'•• '^-':~~~ ' ' ' : ~ " -the misinformation aoout Superfund.
The greatest benefit of Superfund is the

immediate availability of funds insuring
cleanup happens. Responsibility for repaying
Superfund is settled after the fact, holding
those responsible for the pollution to repay-
ing the debt for cleanup.

As we wait and engage in endless frivolous
debate, more PCBs are washed downstream
into Lake Michigan where the-responsibility
for cleanup vanishes—but the pollution, and
its threat to the people and wildlife of the
region, remains.To insure that the cleanup of the Fox River
goes well, the threa^ 'if Superfund is the tool
the public needs to have for holding polluters
responsible—instead of taxpayers, wildlife
and future generations of area residents
(through additional exposure and lost recre-
ation opportunities).
Let the polluters know the ball is in their

court — not ours. Once they give us a cleanup
plan and it's approved, t__ need for Super-
fund and National Priority Listing ceases.
The cleanup needs to happen, not endless
debate and delay.Eric Dram, dean Water-Sate Fish Project,

Sierra Great Lakes Program, Madison



rthe-— •-future

By Ed Lowa
PostCrescen! staff writer

OSHKOSH - The U.S. Envi-ronmental Protection Agency'splans for the Lower Fox Riverremain as murky as the river itselffollowing a public briefing on thesubject Thursday night.That's because no one from theEPA attended the event presentedas an "educational issue briefing"by the Legislative Committee of
the Winnebago County Board.An EPA official might have felta bit unwel-come at thed i s c u s s i o nanyway, con-sidering all ofthe four guestp r e s e n t e r splaced them-selves sound-ly against thefederal agen-cy that threat-ens to orderthe dredgingof PCBs fromthe entire 39-mile span ofriver.The lack ofpolitical bal-ance on thepanel did notescape the notice of RebeccaKaters, executive director of theGreen Bay-based Clean WaterAction Council of Northeast Wis-consin Inc."These are all anti-Superfundspeakers," Katers noted d1 -'ng aquestion-and-answer period."There's no balance here."After the meeting, LegisUtiwCommittee Chairman Jim Lausonsaid he was surprised to learn ofthe panel's makeup."I really would have liked tohave had someone from the otherside," Lauson said.Although the briefing wasscheduled as a public meeting ofthe committee. Lauson said he

Please see FORUM. BACK PAGE
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FORUM:Foes
oi Superfund
get their say
From A-1
asked Alice O'Connor, a Madison-based communications consultantworking on behalf of the Fox RiverGroup - seven companies thatcould be held liable for the costs ofo Superfund cleanup - to arrange'•he speakers.The companies in the Fox RiverGroup are P.H. Glatfelter Co.,Riverside Paper Corp., AppfetonPapers Inc., Fort James Corp.,U.S. Paper Mills Corp., WisconsinTissue Mills, and NCR Corp, aformer owner of Appteton Papers.The paper mills dischargedPCBs - polychlorinatedbiphenyls - into the river beforethe chemical, a suspected carcino-gen, was outlawed in the 1970s.PCBs are long-lasting, syntheticchemicals used in the manufactureof carbonless paper.PCBs have been linked to defor-mities in wildlife, increased risk ofcancer in humans and develop-mental problems in childrenwhose mothers eat contaminatedfish.According to Lauson, O'Con-nor arranged appearances by P.H.Glatfelter Co. paper milt managerDavid Lee; Mark Brown, a scien-tist whose engineering firm isemployed by the Fox River Group;and John Kennedy, chairman ofthe Science and Technology Com-mittee of the Lower Fox River andGreen Bay Remedial Action Plan.Lauson said he arranged theappearance by Wisconsin Depart-ment of Natural Resources repre-sentative George BorOoow afterhaving learned of O'Connor'schoices for the panel"I was surprised that (O'Con-nor) didn't get anyone from theEPA or the DNR." Lauson said.That's what I was hoping wouldhappen."County Executive Jane VanDe-Hey said she called the Chicagooffice of the EPA Wednesday in anunsuccessful attempt to contact arepresentative of the agency. Shesaid she did so in response to Lau-son's concerns about the apparentlack of balance on thepaneLEven so, she said, "The meetingwasn't designed to be a publicr!~hr>t<:. It was supposed to be justinformation-sharing.*The session came nine daysafter the County Board passed aresolution opposing any EPA planto place the lower Fox River on itslist of Superfund sites. The resolu-tion arose at VanDeHey's recom-mendation.
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By Pete BachPcst-Crescent siaff writer
Appleton's Board of PublicVvbrlcs Wednesday backed a uni-fied effort to negoti-ate a solution to themassive PCB clean-up ahead for the FoxRiver.
The board, with a

recommendat ionthat goes to the full
Common Councilnext Wednesday, be-came the latest toendorse a local gov-ernment resolutionsupporting a settle-ment that skirtswhat some fearwould be a far morecostly solution if theriver was declared afederal Superfundsite.

Six communitiesand four sewage treatment facili-ties will consider the joint reso-
lution that calls on the Environ-mental Protection Agency, wie
Department of Natural
Resources and seven area papercompanies known as the FoxRiver Group "to vigorously pur-

river

sue negctiaticns to agree on aFC3 cleanup that will address
environmental and health con-
cerns in a cost-effective mannerwhile protect : rig the local eccn-

crry."
PCBs, or poly-c h i o r i n a t e d

oiphenyis, wereman-made chemi-
cals legally used inthe manufacture ofelectric equipmentand carbonless
papers. Banned in1971, PCBs havebeen linked to can-cer in humans and
other ills."We're sayingyou need to worktogether so that theresult is avoidingthe Superfund,"said Mayor Timo-thy Hanna.

City Arty. GregCarman said tr^ city saved liter-ally millions of dollars by avoid-
ing Superfund $• _ for the old
Madcville dump, fne cleanuphas cost the city about $5 mil-lion versus the estimated $18million to $20 million tab had itgone on the Superfund list.



^Clean Fox would behuge drawing point
Editor, The Post-CrescentI recently have become aware ofthe issues surrounding the Fox Riv-er and its potential to become aSuperfund site. I believe that theFox is polluted but people areafraid to admit it Some do notwant to name the area a Superfundsite because they fear it would giveour area a bad image and frightenpossible tourists or businessprospects away.I do not think this would hap-pen.

. . . ,already all too aware of the waterpollution problems in the area. Forye-rs. ihey have rein tcid :o -tcpeating the ash from the Fcx ana tostay out of the waters at Bay Beach,among other locations. Those whohave braved their way into thewater to swjm or water ski oftelireturn questioning the nature of thegreen scum covering them fromhead to toe.I also belhve that non-residentsare also aware of the pollutionproblem of the Fox to a lesserextent Tourists are not drawn toGreen Bay or the Fox Citiesbecause they wish to experiencetheir "pristine waters." If touristswere searching for this they wouldmost likely travel to Alaska orCanada. Rather, tourists come tonortheast Wisconsin for other rea-sons such as the Packers, otherattractions or natural resources(Heritage Hill), or to visit their fam-ily and friends.If the Fox River is designated asa Superfund she, I do not believe anegative stigma would result Resi-dents and non-residents wouldmost likely view it as a much-need-ed investment in a better future. Itmay even be a chance to reclaimand restore the valuable resourceand enjoy long-lost treasures suchas the waters of Bay Beach.Kristin Kubsch,Green Bay
More informationout there on PCBs
Editor, The Post-Crescent:For those interested in what weknow scientifically about PCBs inthe Great Lakes, I suggest a reportto Congress by the EnvironmentalProtection Agency.This report is identified as The

ll

tyecu oj Great Lakes Contaminantson Human Health, EPA-905-R-95-017, September 1995. This repcn
covers nine different studies everthree years at a cost to the tax pay-er of approximately $10 million.The report is published by:USEPAGreat Lakes National ProgramOffice77 West Jackson Blvd.Chicago, III. 60604To quote from the above reportto Congress:Although this report presents noresults, it summarizes the existing lit-erature on Great Lakes humanhealth studies related to contami-nants „.You read right, no results afterthree years and $10 million! Thisreport states that many of the stud-ies were scientifically flawed. Forexample; the effect of the consump-tion of alcohol, tobacco and caf-feine by the mother was not con-sidered when studying newbornbabies. These factors are known tocause lower birth weight and otherproblems in infants. Congressappropriated $6 million-plus forfurther study for the years '95 and'96. As of a few weeks ago, noresults from this study have beenpublished .For those interested in trackingprogress, the ATSDR Great LakesHuman Health Effects ResearchProgram is on the Internet via the

World Wide Web at
http://at8dr1.at3dr.cdc.gov:flCSO/grtJakeaJitmlI hope there are others who willwrite and identify other scientificstudies so that we all can have a bet-ter understanding of the PCB issue

Bob Hackinson,Appleton



'nVis tallied upfor Valley'ssupporters
The $2.65 million localshare over seven years
could come from avariety of sourcesi
By Doug Erickson
Post-Crescent staff writer

GRAND CHUTE - Local sup-
porters of the Fox River locks sys-tem must come up with about -$375,000 a year for seven years to ; -,.fund their share of a proposed .Tl;r
restoration project, state Depart- " .ment of Natural Resources Secre-tary George Meyer said Tuesday.Without that commitment, anegotiated deal for the state to takeover ownership of the navigationalsystem from the U.S. Army Corpsof Engineers likely would not hap-
pen, he said. "I'm veryconfident thegovernor would . :not go forward(without localmoney)," Mey-er told abouttwo dozenlocal officialsat an informa-tional meetingat the HolidayInn.He made itpointedly clearthat the state •;has done aboutas much as itcan to try tosave the locks."I think the
local leaders need to get togetherand figure out a solution," Meyersaid. "I think we've gone as far aswe can without imposing some-
thing on you,"Tuesday's meeting clarified justwhat the state expects financiallyfrom local supporters. The roughly$2.65 million local share over sev-en years is significantly less than

Please see LOCKS, BACK PAGE

ooo -; . , ; ; .- , . :- ; , ; : . . :

I ««n.3^ » ^nver



3-1 i lULSDAY,Jt)NE9, 1998

Lobbying heats up on Fox River
^ *^ . • ' , ____:*+—«,

I *aper firms put message in ink and on the Web
riy Ed Culhane

• r . - .v mi' -..Lift wntor
I he factual presentations and arguments

. v . i i l i n g around the impending cleanup of the
|M\ Kivcr liave spilled out of the committee
:". nn ami ( l ie public meeting hall and onto the
I n t e r n e tWith hundreds of millions of dollars at stake,
ill,- paper companies that will get the bill for the> le.mup (it PC'B-contaminated sediments areexpanding their public .^formation efforts and
11 icy are getting more so[
passing month. _ fought wfthploble^s:C.overnment regulators are stepping up their g^ Q£ breathtaking expense it involves,
ciiorts as well, and no fewer than five public dredging is portrayed as risky.meetings arc planned in coming months on a _Miiglc demonstration project - the dredging of

contaminated sediments from Deposit N, whichhugs the south bank of the Fox River at Kimber-iy. The paper mills, banded together as the FoxRiver Group, have now published a newsletter,
called Fox River Times, and have distributed40,000 copies. More are available. The compa-nies have also created a highly polished Web siteon the Internet, which gives modem' andy folksaccess to industry news releases a. id a smalllibrary of articles on the Fox River.Company officials are using the newsletter,7-\rmXt XTT.nx'rto ™"i Company oniciais are using uic IICWMCUGI...formation efforts and d ̂ j^^ to pre5ent t^y^, t^, 4,^soph,sticated with each infc ̂  most ̂^ of the cteanup ̂0^
fmnoht with rwnhlems

Please sou NEWSLETTER, &6

Neenah committee first to back joint resolution
— — ——"• K*ti^R» in wnHrinff with all 0

By Duke B*hnk»
Post-Crescent staff wrter

NEENAH - A joint government resolution
advocating a settlement, short of a Superfund
designation, for the removal of PCBs from thelower Fox River drew the full support of thecity's Finance and Personnel Committee Mon-
day.Mayor Ken Harwood said the city's position,developed in concert with eight other areamunicipalities and sewrrage districts, goes fur-ther than that of Winrubago County, the FoxCities Chamber of Commerce & Industry orOov. Tommy Thompson's office, which haveopposed Usoiig the lower Fox as - -<«;™<>i

rite.MW> • • •- .we see some benefit in that opposi-

tion, we see more benefit in working with all ofthe parties to move forward on the project," Har-
wood said.The resolution urges the U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency, the state Department of Nat-ural Resources and seven companies responsiblefor discharging PCBs into the river to "vigorous-
ly pursue negotiations to agree on a PCBcleanup that will address environmental andhealth concerns in a cost-effective manner while
protecting the local economy."It calls upon the DNR and the seven papercompanies, known collectively as the Fox RiverGroup, to settle their differences promptly

vhich have regarding two PCB cleanup demonstration pro-a national J**1 and t° complete those projects this year, ifpossible, so the data can be used In determining
Reas« sea COMMrTTEE.B-5



Industry group goes to press
From B-1

"Dredging might be an ideal
cleanup solution if it removed 100%
of the PCBs," the newsletter states."Unfortunately, dredging is a
very messy process and stirs up sed-
iments, mixing the layer beingdredged with the layer underneath",leaving some of the contaminationbehind and actually increasing theamount of PCBs at the top layer ofsediment."The newsletter fills the equiva-lent of six letter-size pages. It hasphotographs and graphics, butmany of the pages are dominatedby type.

The essence cf the message is
that the PC5 problem in the riverand in Lake Michigan is gradually
going away by itself and tha spend-ing hundreds of millions 'o dredgethe ri'-'er might actually make the
problem worse."it is one way cf providing infor-
mation to people that is based on.science and facts that collectivelywe can use to determine t:: best
way to dea! with the FCB issue,"said Bill Van Den Brandt. a
spokesman for Appleton Papers.Van Den Brandt said thenewsletter has been distributed tochambers cf commerce, area elect-ed officials, local business and

tra'_• i-.^ ' • > . media outlets and a
; vur.e: } of civic groups.Officials -vith the Environmental

Protection Agency have challengedsome of the facts contained in the
newsletter, and scientists with thestate Department of Natural
Resources .live held public meet-ings to explain their confidence in
dredging.

Gc' >ernr, ' .ent regulators havesaid one goal to the demonstrationproject at Deposit N is to demon-
strate that large-scale dredging can
work. __
2 To receive a copv of the newsletter,
call 920-683-8583. The Web site canbe found at wvM.foxrivergrjup.org.

COMMITTEE: Resolution opposes Superfund
From B-1
remedial actions.~ "It's an attempt to move peopletpward a consensus rather than liti-gation." City Atty. James Gunzsaid.

The committee forwarded theresolution to the Common Councilfor adoption June 17.•" Appleton, Menasha, De Pere,Wrightstown, the Neenah-MenashaSewerage Commission, the Grand.Chute-Menasha West SewerageCommission, the Heart of the Val-ley Metropolitan Sewerage Districtand the Green Bay MetropolitanSewerage District all are expectedto approve the resolution within the

next three weeks.The localities, according to theresolution, recognize that without asettlement on the nature of thecleanup and its funding, the lowerFox will be designated as a Super-fund site.Such a listing, Gunz told cityofficials, likely wcuid lead ,o inter-minable litigation that very wellmay involve us."
The city's allies agree."We believe Superfund listingshould be avoided if at all possiblebecause of the protracted and high-ly expensive litigation that listingwould trigger, because listing is notnecessary to achieve PCB cleanupand because listinz clearly would be

harmful to the economy and futureof our region," the resolution says.PCBs. a byproduct of carbonlesscopy papers, were discharged intothe river from 1957 to 1971. Theyhave been linked to increased can-cer in people and to deformities in
wild animals.Officials estimate the lower Foxcontains 80,000 pounds of PCBs in9 million to 12 million cubic yards
of sediment.

Music Lessons
Summer Special
SWlo.



TOT PO^T~f IJF^f FNTJ. 1J_& I VU1 V'l̂ LrO'V'Ijll I
EDITORIAL BOARD

Paul Sweska / P-jefer? Kevin Coyle
Bill Hariie, Editor Sill Kmrtson

Dan Planner/ ?<;c,.r, Ta^" -c
Stew Massie Ass'siar; -i-a?;-; c^o--:-

ArryPslishek \?.vs sate' LarryGallup.1 S^cr;--•:: • Kalhy '/Valsti Nufer

OUR VIEWS
Don't compromise on thehealth of our area

f I Vie most important piece to the Fox River cleanupI puzzle is health - the river's health, the economy'sJL health and the health of tho-,e -vho live near the riv-er, come in contact with it and eat any lish chat comefrom it.That, in a roundabout way, seems to be what a consor- -tium of Fox Valley municipalities and sewerage districtshad in mind when they issued a joint proposal late lastweek. The proposal asked that thestate Department of NaturalResources and the federal Environ-mental Protection Agency negotiatethe best way to clean the PCBs out ofthe Fox River, and avoid placing thecleanup project on the EPA's Super-fund listThe consortium suggested, and :probably quite correctly, that a Super-fund luting would cause significantlitigation and only harm the econom-ic health of the Fox Valley.We might add that it would alsodelay the cleanup of the river, whichwould definitely not help ensure itshealth, or that of area residents.
What the consortium suggestedwas not particularly earth-shaking.Nor was it particularly innovative. Infact, as Appleton Mayor Tim Hannanoted, it was carefully worded.But these were common-sense words that needed to besaid. The DNR and the EPA needed to hear that the peo-ple of the Fox Valley - through their elected and appoint-ed officials - have concerns about the process, and thatthey have the health and well-being of the area in mind.We hope the DNR and the EPA heed the words andwishes of the group. We urge them to use the best science- and the best wisdom - possible and develop a FoxRiver cleanup solution that will maintain the economic,social and physical health of the Fox River Valley.

- t enature
river
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the northern six counties with theRepublic of Ireland?The recent announcement that
IRA dissidents plan to take uparms again on behalf of a unitedIreland suggests peace will notcome as a result of this accord andwill come only when Britain onceand for all decides to return thenorthern six counties to the peo-ple of Ireland. Gartiand,.Fox cleanup instate, local hands
Editor, The Post-Crescent-It was with great dismay that Iread Sarah Welch's letter justifyingwhy the Fox River should become

a Superfund site. (."Talk is cheap;
it's time to go Superfund," May
31) .While she advanced the "com-mon sense" notion of making pol-luters pick up the bill, she quicklyacknowledged that idea would nev-er happen, so it was necessary toaccept Superfund to get it overwith. This is absurd!Robert Kasten wrote a piece forThe Post-Crescent entitled, "Ameri-ca's 10 worst federal regulations."(July 8, 1996) Number four onthat list was none other thanSuperfund regulations. He stated,"ERA tends to manipulate the pub-lic by exaggerating site risks,frightening communities and wast-ing public and private resources inunnecessary cleanup activities.Often a more expensive cleanupmeasure is used when a cheapermethod would work just as well."Given the EPA's track record,that same idea of wastingresources to fix the problem,would no doubt carry over into thecleanup of the Fox.Gov. Thompson is right in hisopposition to letting this great riv-er fall into the jurisdiction of Su-perfund regulations. This is a stateissue, and should be dealt with asa state issue. Besides, does thisgreat state really was a bunch ofbureaucratic eco-weenies dressedlike Al Gore calling the shots fromWashington, D.C.?Mark Rahmlow,Appleton
Regional airportname makes sense
Editor, The Post-CrescentThe Fox Cities Regional Air-port is such a far better name thanOutagamie County Regional Air-port that I predict the Co-; :Board will adopt it imrThis is such a no-bra1'will probably H"
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SUCK IT UP: Wouldn't it bebetter to go after the PCBs with ahuge vacuum rather than with acrane with a clam bucket? If youhave ever watched a crane with a abucket, you would notice a lot of ^"~ier and materials leaking out of NN: bucket I would think a fl\-••*" wmld leave a lot fewer v>-1-- . V

Neenah
NO SUPERFUND: I agree withthe Winnebago County Board. We <fdon't need toe Fox River designat- (vj1ed as a Superfund site. x>Jack Miller,____________Neenah

• Callers should include their firstand last names (spell your lastn/rmo nlfase). hometown and a



Army Corps ofEngineers cuts a dealto pay the state$15 million to takeover the Fox River
navigational system

By Doug Erickson
Post-Crescent stiff writer

fter years of on-and-off negotia-tions, the U.S.Army .Corps ofEngineers hasagreed in conceptto pay Wisconsinclose to $15 mil-lion if the state as-sumes ownershipof the Fox River locks, according toa state officialThe major issues are resolved,"said Ron Fassbender, spokesmanfor the state Department of Natur-al Resources and one of the nego-tiators. "It's stronger than a tenta-tive agreement"Municipal leaders along the FoxRiver oetween Lake Winnebagoand Green Bay will be briefed onthe proposal Tuesday'in Appletonby DNR Secretary George Meyer.The century-old navigational sys-tem is considered hazar, *s andno longer economically viable bythe corps, which had proposed fill-ing in the locks if it couldn't unloadthem.But the state and many local offi-cials sense a chance to build adevelopment and tourism boomaround the recreational opportuni-ties and historic value of a restoredlock system.Only three of 17 locks are cur-rently operational. The $15 millionthe corps is willing to pay the stateis about what it would cost thecorps to close the system, Fassben-der said."It's money they'd end up spend-ing one way or the other," he said.The transfer of ownership is nota done deal. In addition to formalstate and federal approval, the
Rease see LOCKS, BACK PAGE

PodCmanl flt photo t» lOttym Wentz-Gratf
THE CENTURY-OLD Fox River locks system is considered hazardous and no longer eco-
nomically viabie by the Army Corps of Engineers.



LOCKS: Corps works out deal with Wisconsin for locks sale
From-A-1
DNK and locks supporters must
convince local municipalities that
restoration is an idea worthy ofthe i r pocketbooks.

"If local support is lacking, the
system will be closed," said Fass-bcndcr.

He estimates it will cost $23.5million to rehabilitate the systemand operate it for 50 years. Sub-tract the $15 million, and the statehas to come up with $8 million.
The DNR wants to get half of

(hat from local municipalities over

several years."The commi nities have all saidthey support a restored and openlocks system, • specially if there areno dollars involved," said HarlanKiesow, executive direct' r of theEast Central Regional Planning
Commission. "The question is:Who all participates and where isthe limit?"Outagamie County is on recordopposing any use of its tax dollarsto restore the locks. It's afraid itwill get "dumped on," said CountyExecutive James Schuette.

The county will have a represen-

tative at next week's informational
meeting, he said."I think when we get all the play-ers at the table and see who wantsto proceed with this, I'm sure theboard would want to take anotherlook,1' Schuette said. "Maybe theattitude has changed if we're notthe sole responsible party."The state is not looking for spe-cific financial commitments atTuesday's meeting, Kiesow said.Who pays what will come later,after it's decided how to assess thecosts equitably, he said.It is unclear how the deal would

be affected if some municipalities
opt out."I think most will be comfort-able paying a share, a couple will
not," Fassbender said. "That mayhe an issue that will have to beiesolved at a regional level."Perhaps creative fund-raisingcould help get the project pushedthrough, said Val Wylie, executivedirector of the Fox Cities Conven-tion & Visitors Bureau. There aremany non-profit hobby, environ-mental and recreational organiza-tions that could become partners inthe effort, she said.



arties mull joint pr<
each ^o\b V** Resolution urges DNR and EPA to negotiate on

sai
By Pete Bach
• • t Crescent staff writer

Appletqn and five other Fox Rivercommunities, along with four seweragei;v;viment facilities, are considering a!• t in t resolution that says designation of11ic lower Fox River as a nationalSuperfund site should be avoided if at
• ill possible.The joint proposal calls upon the!nvironmental Protection Agency, thestate Department of Natural Resources

Resolution urges DNR and EPA to negotiate onPCB cleanup and avoid Superfund designation
and seven area paper mills "to vigor-ously pursue negotiations to agree on aPCB cleanup that will address environ-mental and health concerns in a cost-effective manner while protecting thelocal economy."The proposal in the form of a reso-lution went out in packets mailed to

members of the respective governingbodies.Considering the proposal with Ap-pleton are Neenah, Menasha, De Pere,Wrightstown and the Grand Chute-Menasha West Sewerage Commission,Menasha-Neenah Sewerage Commis-sion, Heart of the Valley Metropolitan

Sewerage District and Green Bay Met-ropolitan Sewerage District.The proposal says Superfund status"should be avoided if at all possiblebecause of the protracted and highlyexpensive litigation that listing wouldtrigger, because listing is not necessaryto achieve PCB cleanup and becauselisting clearly would be harmful UMheeconomy and future of our region."The proposal said the localities rec-
Please see RIVER, BACK PAGE

"RIVER: Joint proposal mulledfor avoiding Superfund
?.•:.!.: l :-:>•—_

From A-1
oymze that unless the EPA, DNRand paper mills reach a settlementregarding the nature of the cleanupand its funding, the lower Fox willbe designated as a Superfund site.Appleton played the lead role indrafting the proposal, and MayorTimothy Hanna said the problembegs for a unified stance frommunicipalities most closely affect-ed."This resolution is very carefullyworded. I think it does say thethings that concern us as local lead-ers," he said.The hope is the respective gov-erning bodies will act on the pro-posal within three weeks.Earlier this week, the Winneba-go County board went on recordopposed to Superfund designation.Polychlorinated biphenyls(PCBs) are man-made chemicalslinked to an increased cancer riskin humans, with children of moth-ers who eat contaminated fish par-ticularly susceptible, and deformi-ties hi wild animals.EPA announced last summer ifintends to designate the lower Fox

as a Superfund site. Officials esti-mate here arc 80,000 pounds ofPCBs in the 39-mile stretch of riverfrom the Menasha dam to GreenBay, contained in 9 million to 12million cubic yards of sediment.Area paper mills dischargedmany tons of PCBs into the FoxRiver from 1957 until 1971, atwhich time the chemicals used inelectrical equipment and the manu-facture of carbonless papers werebanned.The resolution comes as DNRscientists begin to gather core sam-ples of PCB-tainted river sedi- :ments.The proposal commends theDNR and seven paper mills forreaching agreement to begin sepa-rate PCB-removal demonstrationprojects this year and for the papermills' $10 million contribution towork on the PCB problem. It com-mends EPA and DNR for fundingand starting the Remedial Investi-gation and Feasibility Study.But the resolution also calls onthe DNR and paper mills to"promptly" settle differencesregarding the PCB-removal demon-stration projects.



? local com/' c^o
iver locks 3s a good idea

W
e're encouraged by the developments regarding
the Fox River locks, but at the same tune, we reaware that not everyone sees that venerable issue

in the same light , ,The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has agreed to paythe state of Wisconsin approximately $1: million u tnestate takes ownership of the locks. That amount is rougniywhat the corps would pay to close the leeks system.If the deal is approved on the state and federal level, triestate Department of Natural Resources and supporters othe locks must talk localmunicipalities into shar-
If the locks can be
rehabilitated, and if
local interests wish
to work toward
making the entire
lower Fox River a

productive waterway
for recreational
boaters and a

potentially lucrative
area for weDrplanned

commercial and
residential

development, then
now is the time

toad

locks. After the corps
million to pay, and theDNR wants local munici-palities to assume half ofthat fee, around $4 mil-
lion.We think that keepingthe locks under local con-trol could be a worthyinvestment.

Please understandthat just because the statewill take ownership ofthe locks doesn't meanthe leeks will be rehabili-tated overnight with lifeon the river returning toits form of the early 20thcentury. That just won'thappen. The DNR, as itshould, will still have_____ oversight over the opera-————— tion of the locks, and
with the aquatic lie of the area's majc ' dies of water inthe balance, the department is sure to use good JudgmentAnd don't forget that the Fox River must eventually be
purged of PCBs and other contaminants. As we ve; stated- here before, no 'one really knows how long that will take,- or how much money will be spent in that effortIf the federal Environmental Protection Agency maKs

- the Fox River a Superfund site and proposes that dredgingthe length of the lower Fox to be the most effective way toclean the river, that would make the ownership ot tnelocks considerably less lucrative.That's a big "if."
Still, we're in favor of splitting the relatively small $4million (spread over several years) cost among the munici-

palities along the Fox. »»««tcIf the locks can be rehabilitated, and if local interests -public and private - wish to work toward making tneentire lower Fox a productive waterway for recreationalboaters and a potentially lucrative area for well-plannedcommercial and residential development then now is tne
time to act ««*.«iIt's better to have the locks in state and local control.
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APptxxo
WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS say
opening the locks could wel-
come harmful and exotic crea-
tures, like the sea lamprey, pic-
tured above.

Opening allFox lockscould createan invasion
DNR says one lockmust remain closed toprevent sea lamprey,other exotics fromentry into system
By Ed Culhane
Pos-.-Crescent staff writer

The possible opening of the FoxRiver locks has supporters of thehistoric structures dreaming ofnew life on the Fox, with riverfrontbusinesses popping up like springflowers to please a new generationof boaters.They dream of parks and trailsand a stream of visitors approach-ing the 150-year-old locks, and theirpark-like land- _scapes, by landand by water. l> i-^5^'• f ti^
"S e v e r a l Ig îf^Sbu s i n e s s e s m+.^r^-}^^could locate (pK^^aiSî -'J?



DNR won't allow Wrightstown lock to be opened
f io: ! A-1
excci i ! Superior. So far, efforts to
rc in i iod i ice a naturally reproducing
population of lake trout have failed.

l i i uch . who has spent much of
his l a i e c r studying and protecting
( l i e i - ' i . e sturgeon population in
Lalu- \Viniichiigo, fears (or their
s i i iMv . i l sliould the lamprey he
nllov. <-d (o cross the first lock al
Rap i - l i - < 'rochc, near Wrightstown.

"I In- sea lamprey could devas-
t a i e H i ' - largest lake sturgeon popu-
l a i i ' » M in the world," Bruch said,
"al l ' ' i (he benefit of ... the old
r e i M . , 1 show that 200 to 300
hoai' i made lound trips per year
on ( I n - \Vinnch:i«o system."

DNK Secretary George Meycrsaid I h iM- i day that the state has no
i n k -m i .M I of opening the Rapiclc
Cloche lock.

'It \vonlJ not be our intent tohave a completely open system," hesaid. "We will still have one closedlock Kapiilc Croche will stayclosi-.i I lltimatcly, there may be aboal li l i around that."

• & ; . '

Meyer will meet with area offi-cials Tuesday to explain the pro-posed agreement in which the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers wouldturn the locks over to the state,along with $15 million for repairs.The state is proposing to contribute
another $4 million if local munici-palities will match it.

"What we have found is there isa lot of support for it," Meyer said."The big issue is finances. The
negotiations with the Army Corps
of Engineers have helped a greatdeal."

Mcycr said installing a boat lift
iH Rapids ( loche would not hehigh on the piiority list.

Once instal'ed, a boat lift wouldpreserve the lamprey barrier atRapide Croche, said another biolo-gist, but only if a qualified personwere on hand to carefully inspectthe hull of every boat that was lift-ed to the upstream side of the lock."We have to take into accountthe resource we have up here on theLake Winnebago system, and wecan't jeopardize it," said ArtTechlow, the DNR's Lake Win-ncbngo system biologist. "I don'twant the public debate to look like

"The sea lamprey
could devastate the
largest lake sturgeon
population in the

world."
RON BRUCH, DNR

there are nothing but pure benefitsto this, because there are somepotential drawbacks."
A boat lift wouldn't stop an inva-sion of other exotic species, like the

zebra mussel or the spiny waterflea, but destroying the lock systemwouldn't stop them either.
They can easily be transportedin bilge water, live wells on fishingboats and even bait buckets, andboats are easily moved by trailerbetween Green Bay and Lake Win-nebago.
But a well-operated boat liftwould provide some protectionagainst other harmful invaderswhich are currently reproducing atexponential rates in the GreatLakes.

Exotic plants and animals arespecies which arc moved into anarea where they never existedbefore, either by misguided peopleor by accident, as when they hitchrides in the bilge water of merchantships. Often they find a rich envi-ronment with few natural enemies,and their populations can expandat frightening rates.Scientist have documented 136species of >tic plants and animalsin the Great Lakes and there arehundreds more waiting to get in.Among those already changingthe Great Lakes ecosystem are theEurasian ruffe, the white perch, theround goby and the tube-nosedgoby. None of them are desired byanglers."They tend to be aggressive, andthey tend lo out-compete nativespecies." said Techlow. "They out-compete them for food and forspawning sites and they are preda-tors as well, eating the eggs and fryof other fish."Six years after the first rufle wasfound In Loch Lomond in Scot-land, it was the most dominant fish
in the lake and whitcfish hacvcstswere cut in. half.
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editor, 'Hie Post-Crescent-l.asi time I checked, we were liv-ing in the United States of America
where citizens had a voice in gov-iMiiment. The Winnebago CountyHoard's actions Tuesday night were
u-minisccnt of a dictatorship. As a
>: i t i/. i n of this great country, I feel
o impelled to speak up about thehoard's blatant disregard of the
rights of the citizens of Winnebago
County.Uiesday night the board held a
special session to decide, in part,
!l,c county's stance on the possible
S.iperfuml designation of the FoxKiver. Evidently, the board had a
meeting prior to this one with
industry lobbyists who assistedthem in drafting the resolution to
oppose Supert'und designation.

Interesting. The "public" meet-ing Tuesday night was a debacle.
Not only was the meeting time
unclear, bin publicity \t«- this meet-

We were only allowed to comment before the
supervisors debated. How were we supposed

to anticipate their arguments?
ing was woefully inadequate. At themeeting itself, we were onlyallowed to comment before thesupervisors debated. How were wesupposed to anticipate their argu-ments? Or even respond to them'

It is clear to rne that the genei ilpublic was not meant to oinvolved in the discussion of t i . i sissue. It is also clear to me that uic
majority of the supervisors ;»!made up their minds well befoiethe public was allowed to speak.There will be a public informa-tion meeting, sponsored by theSoard. on June 11. The presentersat this meeting will be the Fox Riv-

er Group (members of the pollut-ing industries). I have not heardthat any environmental or citizensgroups will be co-presenting.Again, interesting.To those seven supervisors whowere reasonable and fair, I thankyou. For the rest of the supervisors,1 suggest rereading the B.U ofRights. Sarah Welch,Appleton
She f aund cemeterytactic to be tacky
Editor, The Post-Crescenr.I appreciated your recent articles

on area funeral homes and theirbusiness. There is, however, a relat-ed issue that has bothered me fortwo years, and I must share withreaders.In 1996, a close relative inOshkosh died. My husband and 'were in charge of aU the arrangements, which went smoothly. Theinterment was at a local cemetery,which is owned by a Texas-basedcorporation specializing in ceme-teries.As we left the graveside, a repre-sentative of the cemetery ap-proached me and said that if Iintended to send thank-you notes Icould bring them to their officeand they would mail them free ofcharge, using their postage meter. Ithanked her and said I would lether know.Very shortly thereafter, I w_jtold by a very reliable source thatthis company doe- this "favor" reg-

ularly for bereaved persons. But,before they run the mail throughthe postage meter, they copy thenames and addresses to use in mar-keting.I was horrified and, needless tosay, bought my own postage. Whatan indescribably tacky thing to do.I do not know if this is a generalpractice by this and other compa-nies, or if this is still being done.But I have a feeling that once acemetery or funeral home is sold toa corporation, .the bottom line ismuch more important than cour-tesy, consideration or sensitivity.Sara S. McPhereon,Grand Chute
Beanie crush washandled with poise
Editor, The Post-Crescent:I just want to thank the McDon-ald's staff and crew. They did a

v.ft \ JB•O »M- —< «

meeting
wonderful job during the BeanieBaby promotion. It's not easyputting up with that many peoplesome days.I also thought the telephonemessage was a wonderful idea.Keep up the good work. I bet youcan't wait until next year.UurteWtehman,____________Neenah;
• Letters must be signed and Includea telephone number where the writercan be reached during the day.
Names will be withheld only If suffi-cient reason is given. Letters shouldbe limited to 300 words. They will becondensed if necessary for clarity orbrevity. Mail your letter to:LettersThe Post-CrescentP. O. Box 69 ;Appteton, Wl 54812or e-mail it to;PCNewsttAthenet.net
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Winnebago board opposes EPA plan
ByMLow* Supervisors vote against designating Fox River as Superfund site

OJHKOSH - TheWiaaebaioCounty Board wed Itodv tooppcv «y aim by the UXlnvi.toonugt* Protsrton Aicncy 10dedm the lo**r Fox River tSofMriad «tt, ccjeetiat pkas forfurther debatt en the rubea amidwecuktiooby one official that theEFjmay b« close to nuking a
• Afthonia b fa udev *h»tsfltai, tf «v. tte VCM wB hue onihj EPA'i pint, Bowl CtwrmanJoe Mtehltoofc the unusual step ofichedttlai the rote ft* Tuesday'i

meeting.. one of cb< boird's QUM>terty speoaJofderwfbusineHmeetinp.The »oari established the quar-miy meetings about Avc yean ifou a metni fir encoded diseuMonabout major HUMS, ao: far the pur-pose of vtxioi on rwohitiom. mdumld Koltodi, » LJywr nxmberof (he botfd vho voted agjuni; the

J»." Kolluh nil They'n judwppoted 10 be <m kihopi.'TMnky'l vote follow*) i fonimn which tpwken in opeomioa tcthe molMdca oatninibend sup-portm Ih* » OM AA who ipokein oppaJMra aitcd the bowd u.defer i))* ip«e n tetii until ;urcl<7nw DM npbr monthly mcn-
Thate (quartirlr! tneetlofsvnn ettbUshtd to ake iwv a lexof the (eneral ditcuwion thatdown the monthly meet-

, allow bothMd of du SUptrttaW propoial toMK tWfMlM IB a pnbfir utting,

dscuwn and ii should not beantvK) it butily,- add Rebecca
Raun, oreouti<« difMtor of theClean Witer Action Council ofNortheast Wiioootin. a Grwn
idf tc twn • l*4e number of mem-bers in WinmsbifO Coumy.1>4$ mobiticin pnvtnti thepublic Jrom h*vtng m oppcrmuityo> tune a hwring on the ism,Katoi Mid. •WibvBly bad tin*
00 OWl ntythfatt" tt> 000* DNBlbCf Sabout tfaiimedM.'Th« county's Lejulttirt Card-

mittee submitted the piapetalafter lavbM eadotMd k in 1150vow a week ealiar. Tb« raoetiniftatuied a ptwatttion by Afic*O'Coimot. a toWytot weefcini onbektlf of iba ftm. Rivwp*p««jen-
pmiel known coDect-vely M tbt.Fox River Group.Memfctri of the Fox Rivtr.Onap mould bt bald ttabte (br dwaw oT diedilni 39 fflflcs of thetowtr Pan to ranow Kfrcoaw*inatod tedintot FCBi, «bkhetwe bdth deftctt and otlief.tnnnan hmttb probtemi, werebuined n 1976._____ :

P10M« Mt aUfWFVIMO, M

SUPERFUND: Winnebago board votes to oppose EPA's plan
FromB-1

Machl, «ocil IA his opposition toiha SuperfUnd dJsanction at tat
COIIBnittce r>ndr«. detcrmlnet the
agenda Ibc e*eh meeting of (hebooed. Maehl dtf^r*«d with dtewpcrvuon and citizensaid ttey Grit the vote wutoo quickly _"*r ii »wpropoted.

'It U nql premtture." Much!countered. «)in* ibe dtbue overSuperftnd jwa» has beer.here (or more than a decide.
Thorn Ciska, vice president ofrebtiom for (he Fox

Euperiund silt as soon .> (thai)"

__r... - awK&ofi to lablt tbt"But maybe if the river is designated a Super- **e until June i<hiied 24-10. iu
fund site, that would get the process started. 21-7, wnh supervisors KoOetb,
Maybe something would finally get done." ^^va^nSfj^St

T9MKCH.winn.b*g<>C<H.<tty~<»<vM»r and leanetw Dbteffwtlng aptoH^—————_———————— a.
•By voting afainet tha reeoh>tkxv Tm not laying I went dieSuMtftnd," Petb «id «Aerwink.

Ciila said ihe costs aiscciated ' "•** ** *•»'»'' *« fW1<rae ̂with the cleanup could exceed S3 ^ vot*billion, an mnouni he said covld "But maybe if dw river is dcttrbankrupi mix of the companies netcd a Superfund siu, tat wouldh:U liable. jet tht process turted* Ptch Kid.Supv Jim Lsmon said he tm IM»ybe »cm«hint would ""•«•leard th« cost ;ouM be as Wan as 8s flone-S25 billion. In the end. hi tMd. the .urea viould ot bent: o(T if the
cleanup ««rc managed br (h< SUteCepartment of Nutura! Resourcet•iisccsK) oi'tlw EPA. which hi cred-ited widi posvkSing "food in'.en-» >ns" wd link elx

GU*l Chamber ofCimraerce andbidMtnr and the lore speaker tovoiet tupport Ibr tfie [>ropo»4J, su<-leitrd the bund his ne erne ic•mte m ir.akim I

The EPA la prepared to »ct."Ciike said. Then :s a notice oftalent to tin lot Fen River ai «

0I/£ ' d - i MIP -MT I .UTT oc



Wisconsin's Bast NewspaperExperts detail PCB
'By Ed Cultiane
rvrii Oesoem ua« wntai

LIITLF. CHUTE - In August, theearth movers will come and lour acre* ofland on I he norlti tide of the Fo> River, justwe&i of tlie Cedar Dam, will be flattened.1'ioiectivc hcims wiH b: shoved up on all

Test dredging on part of the lower Fox River t beginin September, setting the stage for larger cleanup later

»A sheet of plastic will be placed over thesoil la protect it and over that a thickersheet of high density polyethylene and overi hut B inches of sand. Where the trucks will

cone and go. eight to 10 of them a day,pavement will be fa id down.It won't look like mach, bat it will be hh-tory. It wiH mean thai after a decade and ahalf of planning, the state wM undertakeIke first significant removal of polluted sed-imcnta from the tower Fox Ri m.The heavy equipment, if all goes as

planned, will signal the end of Deposit N- 12.000 cubic yards of PCB-laced sedi-ments lying «Ki<ter 8 feet of water, just offthe south bank of the river.The details were explained Tuesdayeveninf as more than 70 people crowdedinto • pttoUc meeting room it (be CivicCenter to hear the latest apoate from sci-

entists with the Hate Department of Natur-al Resources and the engineering firm oTFfXhA Van Dyke.DNR project leader Bit FMzpatrick, aaengineer wiih degrees in biology, said thescdiraenls contain 400 pounds of PCBs,which are considered dangerous to fisheat-
PteasB 3 •« RIVER. A 10

• Ctoawtu* tivwllrw: A-10
• WTmwbaco award votes to *•*•••any CPA Strpwfwrf plain B-l

I POST-CRESCEr/T. APPLETON-NEENAHMENASHA. WIS. WEDNESDAY,

IIVER: Experts give public a rundown on what to expect from
•3 - - - _ ______________________ ————————————— innxiil win he added «id bv next ]

river dre
i.-nans in concentratiom as. '• p»fH per million.
. . - v -'Of) pounds are enough,' jk. he sakl. t« contaminatebillion fish, and he and the

intend to RO after
I Til
rn" 1

M ul

n,% something quiteit snid. "10 fake that out ofi- 1 M Mem and luck it up."^! million demonstration••• ^ Jesigned to clean up a
action of rivei, (o developi. >icciions for other removali

.- pinvc iha' conlaminatcd
s ciin be dredged wirhcut:;1 ilic river environment.af5<> designed (o pain rwiblic

i h>f the much lantei

"Its impossible to do
this invisibly. This is
going to be abit of a
disturbance to the

community."
BHX RTZPftTOICK. DNR protect

i; referring to PCBrMnoMl
1mm lh» ft* Mvar

w^™^.^, ...J begin, below the suebee of the water, where the sedi-ments Will be'sJked up aax) drawninto a hrgeHdiameter lube and tak-en up onto the barge where (lieywiD be pumped inio another large

topsoil will be added and by -spring, it witl have phnU growingon*.There will be no danger to arearesidents, the scientists said. Theamount of PCBs released into theair wal be mirruscate, far below fed-eral and state standards CM safety,and in any case. Fttzpotrick said.PCBs arc not a hazardous material.
Direct exposure, even if that wereto occur, would not be a problem"Unless you were to eat it. andeat a lot of it, H's not going to hurtyou,' FUzpairick said. The prob-lem is when they get in the waterwhere the crillers ire living in con-tact wiih them all their lives."It ii by entering the food chainifiar PCBs Harm wildlife anJ threat

Many of the audience'* ques-tion! oonceracd (he costs, the logis-tics and the impact (he dredgingwM have on the cornmxiity."It's ianpossibfc to do this invisi-bly," Fitzpatrick said. "This is goingto be a bit of a disturbance to theoomsnuaity."Trucks wiH likely use State 96,County N, County OO ind theState 441 bypaw to enter and toverhe connrrninity. There should be nounusMJ odors. Dust and noneshould he held to a minimum.The slate has let bids, seeking alandfill in the stale to lake theDeposit N dredging*, alonf withdredfrnis from a tarter demonMra-lion project below the De Perc damand from two other locations in »lw

by the DNR. Wlwould happen it n•UJle could be foisaid he had no got-ButtheakernatiThe federal governin and force a etasaid and local pdates could be s'dredfings could bstate at great cost,ny of regulators 10
of the rhier.In the meantime
studies sho« ihai 'the single Itrgnl
entering Lake Mi.ing for JO", to Vconi*min«ion. AJt
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RlVEH: Experts give public a rundown on what to expect from preliminary river drt
r

i nm A-l
jfi humans in curtL-entrations at
iiw as '• pails pci millionThose 400 pounds are enough-hcmit '.K he said, to contaminate
i hall million fish, and he and the
iroie<'i team intern) lo go after
licm"Tli u v, something quite excil-
n«." r»<- said, "lo take that out ofhe river system and loclc it up"The ^ i million demonstration
prnin i iv ilrsijtried'to clean up a
. tra i l vr» non of liver, to develop:osi pi-ncctions Tor other removals•inil (< • prove tSnf contaminated
vc(Jmi<-;:K C.-MI he dredged wiltiout
Itatinn^. iliL rivei cnvironrnenl.

Il is alsx> designed lo gain publiclor the much larger( l int loams in the near
fitl me - I lie po&sibie removal of
million-, of cubic yards of pofhltedsedhnciiis from the entire 39-ntilest»etcti <>t the lower hw.I fsuie slides, praters and graphs,Mzpaiiu-k .Kid Steven Laswwifcj,
HfJenviriiniiicntal KtXJoologiit withF h A Van Dyke, drew a detailedprriiir*- of what the project will look
i On ilr north shore, where the

];(^d wll be cleared and coveredviiih » protective hBrrier. a scdi-no«iit Jt* watering and water treat-;i0nl fit ility will be constrarted itvul C*>HM« of one large, open tank
(5 settl ing basin) connected byi _«s to d cluster of shiny, enclosedi £ks :iu« tfoettab).
^ I uttltc viewing platform will
»(yj aniMiticted, large enough to
1-nW .K) people, raised to givet <v >* • •.«.; i view of the entire oper-

(JiCD

ptaM *rKrti«r«NMHiMir
MKE HRUZEK, VIlaQe ofKim
berly trustee, letans aOenttvBry
Tueaday to plans for praRmlrarvFox River dr«dglng to remove
PCBs

a dor, on the river and on the land.In September, a (aree dredgingbarge will Ukc up residence in theriver.
Engineers will then surround thedeposit with a containment uir-(ain, a floating boom from whichwM hui| a rigid sheet of hjglrtechplaitic. calkd a geomanbrane. Themembrane wil be anchored to theriver bottom with weights and tim-ber
Inside (he curtain, hydraulic

-•-,*>-'

"It's impossible to do
this invisibly. This is
going to be a bit of a
disturbance to the

community."
BILL FFTZPATWCK, ONR p redact

r, mwrtno to PCB rvrvovri
from I>M Fox Rl«*r

dredging will hegtn, below the sur-face of the water, where the »edi-nteats will be1 sliced up and drawninto a largwliameter tube and tak-en up onto thr. barge where theywW be pumped irwo another largetube that win stretch across the rrver to Iho »n-sBore treatment facilityIn the de-watering tank, poly-men wM be added to haaicn andimpfrwt (he separation of tedi-menhi ftmn watai; and the waterwOi bo Mptwaed off for Ircatrocntbefore it it returaed to the river.The diBchtrjB wttM; «aid Lauewc-ki. wat have other contaminantsbetides PCBs renewed and wvB becleaner than the water tn the river.The sediments witt be com-pressed to further remove waterand then will be shipped off site tobe buried in a Wbconita landfill.ThJB wifl go OB, with eight to 10covered dump trucks ranming inand out of the village each day for•bo* three month*.Then they take it al down, andthe protective layer, inctoding Ikeasphaft will be torn up and shippedoff for burial. The site will be grad-ed back to its original shape, new
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prepares, permts for dredging. soceiine activtyand dischare, solid waste maneiementbitten e n o i e c * :$cSs-

timellne+*
j July: Landfill plans are due. with' "• public riofic&fesought for the EPA assessment

permte regulating structunK in the waterway and d
notice a also given forUS. Army Corps of Engineers

meetfng to discuss the landfill plan. DNR responds to public com-.ments on landfM. Landfill approval could be issued. Various permfeissued. Contracts awarded, unhand construction begins.September: Dredging begins.October. Construction, environmental monitoring and cleanupcontinue. Site restoration begins.- November Dredging completed. Barge removed.December Orvehore treatment facilities dismantled and siterestoration begins.Winter Reports on project ̂ repared.Sprir g 1909; Restored lane ̂ te is planted over.



I'EDllESDAY.JUNCS, 1998 Wisconsin's Best Newspaperperts detail PCB removal
BILLriTZPATRICK,'OfiR projectloader

By Ed Culhane
PoM-Cmmr* *aM writer

LITTLE CHUTE - In August, theearth movers will come and four acres ofland on the north side of the Fox River, justwest of the Cedar Dam, will be flattened.Protective berms will be shoved up on allsides.
A sheet of plastic will be placed over thesoil to protect it and over that a thickersheet of high density polyethylene and over

that 8 inches of sand. Where the trucks will

Test dredging on part of the lower Fox River to beginin September, setting the stage for larger cleanup later
come and go, eight to 10 of them a day,pavement will be laid down.It won't look like much, but it will be his-tory. It will mean that after a decade and ahalf of planning, the state will undertakethe first significant removal of polluted sed-iments from the lower Fox River.The heavy equipment, if all goes as

planned, will signal the end of Deposit N >- 12.000 cubic yards of PCB4aced sedi-ments lying under 8 feet of water, just Tthe south bank of the river.The details were explained Tuesdayevening as more than 70 people crowdedinto a public meeting room at the CivicCenter to hear the latest update from sci-

entists with the state Department of Natur-al Resources and the engineering firm ofFoth & Van Dyke.DNR project leader Bill Fitzpatrick, anengineer with degrees in biology, said thesediments contain 400 pounds of PCBs,which are considered dangerous to flsh-eat-
_________Please see RIVER, A-10
• Cleanup ttaioUm: A-10• WlniMbago board vote* to oppoMany EPA Suporfund plan: B-l
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: Experts give public a rundown on what to expect from preliminary river dredging
rrom A-1
ing humans in concentrations aslow as 5 parts per million.Those 400 pounds are enoughchemicals, he said, to contaminate;i half billion fish, and he and the
project team intend to go afterthem."That's something quite excit-ing," he said, "to take that out ofthe river system and lock it up."The $3 million demonstrationproject is designed to clean up asmall section of river, to developcost projections for other removals
mil to prove that contaminatedMMiments can be dredged withoutharming the river environment.It is also designed to gain publicsupport for the much larger
cleanup that looms in the nearfuture - the possible removal of
millions of cubic yards of polluted-.aliments from the entire 39-milesiretch of the lower Fox.Using slides, paste,.. ...id graphs,
1 it/patrick and Steven Laszewski,an environmental lexicologist withloin & Van Dyke, drew a detailed
picture of what the project will look
like.

On the north shore, where theland will be cleared and coveredwnli a protective barrier, a sedi-ment de-watering and water treat-ment facility will be constructed. It.M|| consist of one large, open tank(a settling basin) connected byuihcs to a cluster of shiny, enclosedlankstjust 4 feet tall).A public viewing platform willl>e constructed, large enough tohold 30 people, raised to giveonlookers a view of the entire oper-

MIKE HRUZEK, Village of Kirrv
berly tnjstee, listens attentively
Tuesday to plans for preliminary
Fox River dredging to remove
PCBs.

ation, on the river and on the land.In September, a large dredgingbarge will take up residence in theriver.
Engineers will then surround thedeposit with a containment cur-tain, a floating boom from whichwill hang a rigid sheet of high-techplastic, called a geomembrane. Themembrane will be anchored to theriver bottom with weights and tim-ber.
Inside the curtain, hydraulic

"It's impossible to do
this invisibly. This is
going to be a bit of a
disturbance to the

community."
BILL RTZPATRKX, DNR project
(•actor, referring to PCB removal

from t)M Fox Rlvw

dredging will begin, below the sur-face of the water, where the sedi-ments will be' sliced up and drawninto a large-diameter tube and tak-en up onto the barge where theywill be pumped into another largetube that will stretch across the riv-er to the on-shore treatment facility.In the de-watering tank, poly-mers will be added to hasten andimprove the separation of sedi-ments from water, and the waterwill be siphoned off for treatmentbefore it is returned to the river.The discharge water, said Laszews-ki, will have other contaminantsbesides PCBs removed and will becleaner than the water in the river.The sediments will be com-pressed to further remove waterand then will be shipped off site tobe buried in a Wisconsin landfill.This will go on. with eight to 10covered dump trucks rumbling inand out of the village each day forabout three months.Then they take it all down, andthe protective layer, including theasphalt will be torn up and shippedoff for burial. The site will be grad-ed back to its original shape, new

topsoil will be added and by nerspring, it will have plants growingon it.There will be no danger to arearesidents, the scientists said. Theamount of PCBs released into theair will be minuscule, far below fed-eral and state standards for safety,and in any case, Ftopatrick sale1PCBs are not a hazardous material.Direct exposure, even if that wereto occur, would not be a problem."Unless you were to eat it, andeat a lot of it, it's not going to hurtyou," Fitzpatrick said. The prob-lem is vhen they get in the waterwhere the critters are living In con-tact with them all their lives."It is by entering the food chainthat PCBs harm wildlife and threat-en humans, primarily the childrenof mothers who eat contaminatedfish.Paper mills discharged PCBs -polychlorinated biphenyls - intothe river bef re the chemical, a sus-pected carci. ogen. was outlawed inthe 1970s. PCBs are long-lasting,synthetic chemicals used in themanufacture of carbonless paper.

Many of the audience's ques-tions concerned the costs, the logis-tics and the impact the dredgingwill have on the community."It's impossible to do this invisi-bly.'' Fitzpatrick said. This is goingto be a bit of a disturbance to thecommunity."Trucks will likely use State 96.County N. County OO and theState 441 bypass to enter and leavethe community. There should be nounusual odors. Dust and noiseshould be held to a minimum.The state has let bids, seeking alandfill in the state to take theDeposit N dredgings, along withdredgings from a larger demonstra-tion project below the De Pere damand from two other locations in thestate. The idea was to create a largeenough waste stream to guarantee afinancial reward for the landfilloperator.Fitzpatrick said the liability forthe PCBs stays with the companiesthat released them into the river,even after the sediments are buried.Finding a place to bury thePCBs is the toughest problem faced

by the DNR. When asked whatwould happen if no landfill in thestate could be found, Fitzpatricksaid he had no good answer.But the alternatives sound grim.The federal government could stepin and force a cleanup. Fitzpatricksaid, and local permitting proce-dures could be swept aside. Thedredgings could be shipped out ofstate at great cost, limiting the abil-ity of regulators to clean up the restof the river.In the meantime, he said, recentstudies show that the Fox River isthe single largest source of PCBsentering Lake Michigan, account-ing for 50% to 70% of the lake'scontamination. Although PCBs areno longer discharged, the sedi-ments continue to release them andmany fish remain unsafe to eat withany regularity. :
This problem is not goingaway." Fitzpatrick said. The PCBsare not being buried (under cleanersediments.) This is a persistent andlong-term problem for the Fox Val-ley."



_____ _ _________________________________——————.————————•——————Winnebago board opposes ERA plan
Supervisors vote against designating Fox River as Superfund siteBy Ed Lowe */

Post-cmscent start writer
OSHKOSH - The WinnebagoCounty Board voted Tuesday to

oppose any plan by the U.S. Envi-ronmental Protection Agency to
dec lare the lower Fox River aSupci innd site, rejecting pleas forfunhci Debate on the subject amid
spcc i i i .Hionby one official that theEPA may be close to making a
decision.All hough it is unclear whateffect, if any, the vote will have on
the I PA's plans. Board ChairmanJoe ' ladi l took the unusual step of

the vote for Tuesday's

meeting,, one of the board's quar-terly special-orders-or-'ousiness
meetings.The board established the quar-terly meetings about five years agoas a means for extended discussionabout major issues, not for t'.ie pur-pose of voting on resolutions, saidDavid Kollath, a 13-year memberof the board who voted against themeasure."Those (quarterly) meetingswere established to take aw ay a lotof the general discussion thatslows down the monthl, meet-

ings," Kollath said. "They're justsupposed to be workshops."Tuesday's vote followed a forumat which speakers in opposition tothe resolution outnumbered sup-porters five to one. All who spokein opposition asked the board todelay the vote at least until June16, the next regular monthly meet-ing of the board.The delay would allow bothsides of the Superfund proposal tostate their cases in a public setting,they argued."This is a multibillion-dolkr

decision and it should not bearrived at hastily," said RebeccaKaters, executive director of theClean Water Action Council ofNortheast Wisconsin, a GreenBay-based non-profit group claim-ing to have a large number of mem-bers in Winnebago County."This resolution prevents thepublic from having an opportunityto have a hearing on the issue,"Katers said. "We barely had timeto mail anything to our membersabout this meeting."The county's Legislative Com-

mittee submitted the proposalafter having endorsed it in a 13-0vote a week earlier. The meetingfeatured a presentation by AliceO'Connor, a lobbyist working onbehalf of the Fox River paper com-panies known collectively as theFox River Group.Members of the Fox RiverGroup would be held liable for thecost of dredging 39 miles of thelower Fox to remove PCB-contam-inated sediment. PCBs, whichcause birth defects and otherhuman health problems, werebanned in 1976.
Please see SUPERFUND, B-5

SUPERFUND: Winnebago board votes to oppose EPA's plan
From B-1

Maehl, vocal in his opposition tothe Superfund distinction at thecommittee meeting, determines the
agenda for each meeting of the
board. Maehl disagreed with the
several supervisors and citizens
who said they felt the vote wasscheduled too quickly after it was
proposed.

"It is not premature," Maehlcountered, saying the debate over
Superfund status has been wagedhere for more than a decade.

Thorn Ciske, vice president of
government relations for the Fox

"But maybe if the river is designated a Super-
fund site, that would get the process started.
Maybe something would finally get done."

TOM PECH, Winnebago County supervisor

Cities Chamber of Commerce andIndustry and the lone speaker tovoice support for the proposal, sug-gested the board has no time towaste in making its feelings known.
"The EPA is prepared to act,"Ciske said. "There is a notice ofintent to list the Fox River as a

Superfund site as soon as (this)June."
Ciske said the costs associatedwith the cleanup could exceed $3billion, an amount he said couldbankrupt some of the companiesheld liable.
Supv. Jim Lauson said he hasheard the cost could be as high as$25 billion. In the end, he said, thearea would be better off if thecleanup were managed by the stateDepartment of Natural Resourcesinstead cf the EPA, which he cred-ited with possessing "good inten-tions" and little else.

Kollath's motion to table thevote until June 16 failed 24-10. Theresolution then passed by a vote of27-7, with supervisors Kollath,Robert Klitzke, Tom Pech, LauraBertrand, Bill Wingren, John Hueand Jeanette Diakoff voting againstit.
"By voting against this resolu-tion. I'm not saying I want theSuperfund," Pech said afterwards."This just wasn't the right time forthe vote.
"But maybe if the river is desig-nated a Superfund site, that wouldget the process started," Pech said."Maybe something would finallyget done."

:. i . . ' •- ' . :T-#



x PCB samples to be collected
By "'i Culhane

N; i i i :

• nnt ''.taf f writer
, . 'mists with the state Department of
;:ii Resources will be working on the

Fox R iv e r this week, collecting and testing
core samples of PCB-contaminated river
sci'ii 1 icnts.v I )NR official said the testing was nee-
ess .11 > to complete a feasibility study on the
mas , ivc cleanup of Fox River sediments pro-
povi! by state and federal authorities.

DNR staff and employees of Remedia-
tion "Technologies Inc. will be taking the
sa ; , , i .-K.-s from the dam at De Pere upstream
to i in; PCB hot spots ir Linle Lake Butte
dcs Murts.

I lie sediment sampling is not related to

There are an estimated 80,000 pounds of PCBs
in the 39-mile stretch from the Menasha dam

to the mouth of the river at Green Bay
the test dredging scheduled to take place inthe river near Kimberly later this summer.However, DNR scientists working on thesampling will attend a public meeting at 7p.m. today at the Little Chute Civic Center.Bruce Baker, administrator of the DNR'swatei division, said the sampling will fillholes in data that has been collected in theriver for more than 10 years. Much of theprevious sediment sampling occurred in1989 and 1990.Scientists are creating computer models

to describe where the pollution exists, and atwhat levels, and to predict the movement of
pollutants over time."We know the PCBs are shifting," Baker
said.Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) arelong-lasting, man-made chemicals used inelectrical equipment and in the manufactureof carbonless papers. Area paper mills dis-ci:: -red tons of these chemicals into the FoxRiver frcm 1957 to 1971, when they were
banned.

PCBS: Fox River tests begin
From B-1
federal feasibility study (called anRJFS) would continue indepen-dently.EPA officials have signed agree-ments with the DNR, acknowledg-ing the state agency's previous worktoward a cleanup and allowing theDNR to conduct the federal study.Gov. Tommy Thompson andDNR Secretary George Meyerboth oppose Superfund listing forthe Fox, arguing that the state cando the job more efficientl). Many

environmental organizations favorfederal involvement, citing the
political power wielded by largepaper companies.

Baker said the sampling takingplace this week will shore up the
scientific evidence behind whatevercleanup technologies are proposed.A draft of the feasibility study,and the public's first glimpse of anactual cleanup plan, or the basis forone, will be available early this fall.Baker said, and more public meet-ings will be scheduled.

PCBs have been linked to deformities inwild animals, increased risk of cancer inhumans and developmental problems in thechildren of mothers who eat contaminatedfish.There are an estimated 80,000 pounds ofPCBs in the 39-mile stretch from theMenasha dam to the mouth of the river atGreen Bay, contained in 9 to 12 millioncubic yards of sediment.Health advisories have been issued onFox River fish for the past 25 years.The U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency is expected to decide within weekswhether to propose the Fox River as anational Superfund site. Whether theagency decides to make that proposal, the
Please see PCBS, B-3
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Superfund
for Pox canhelp cleanup
Club members wfll bewatching Wuuiebagoboard's vote Tuesday
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Editor, The Post-Crescent:Kudos to Rebecca Katers for hercomments about the Fox River andits potential Superfund designation(Superfund isn't necessarily bad forus. May 24,1998) . It is time that wedo something about one of our pri-mary resources in NortheasternWisconsin instead of continuallytalking about what could be done.I think it is insane that anglerscannot eat the fish they catch fromthe river without relatively seriousrisk to their health. I think it isridiculous that we are proposingthe building of pipelines fartherinto Lake Michigan to have accessto "cleaner" drinking water forGreen Bay (but where does every-one think the water from the Foxgoes?).This is our river. In many ways itis the lifeblood of our communities- in terms of water supply, jobsand a healthy economy and simply; in terms of recreation, biodiversity; and beauty. The accusations that; environmentalists and conserva-tionists would prefer to see thepaper industry shut down are irra-tional and extremist This is our; economy, too, and everyone thatMves in the area is somehow depen-i dent on the continued success of; the paper mills and the health of; the river.' It is time that we admit to our-r,elves that everyone makes, mis-; takes. And it is time that we take1 action. Superfund designation for

It is insane that
anglers cannot eat
the fish they catch
from the river

without relatively
serious risk to
their health.

the Fox allocates cleanup costs tothe polluters. I would rather themoney come from the dozens ofmills along the river than from tax-payers - which is where it wouldcome from if there is no Superfunddesignation.The mills have billions of dollars' in assets; some of which could sure-ly be used to help clean up the riv-T. We cannot afford to spend anymore time or money "studying" theFox. Please let's be smart about thisand take advantage of this opportu-nity to eliminate the problem onceand for all. Sarah WelchAooleton



SUPERFUND: Sierra Club lobbies for Fox
Prom B-1
designation would not open thecounty to a higher risk of gettingsued by paper companies trying torecoup costs of the cleanup, Uramsaid.

"They already are open to thatliability." he said.The Sierra Club questions the

don't want it," Lauson said. "We'reafraid once they (EPA officials) getinvolved, it's going to cost billionsof dollars and be a never-endingproject. We say no thank you. We'lldo it on our own."

June II sponsored by the county'sRuts and Recreation and Legisla-tive committees. The nr-eting isexpected to feature expert on thedredging of PCBs from the river.
"Why are they having an infor-mational meeting after they take avote?" Uram asks.
Supv. James Lauson, chairmanof the Legislative Committee, saidthe informational meeting isintended more for county electedofficials such as mayors and villagepresidents.
He can't imagine anything sur-facing at the June 11 meeting thatwould alter his strong opposition toa Superfund designation."No matter what happens, we

Lauson said the panel for theJune II informational meeting isbeing coordinated by Alice O'Con-nor, a Madison-based lobbyistworking on behalf of the sevenpaper companies.

N
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Chamber knows
Editor, 7fl<? Post-Crescent: '

Bill Welch, president of the FoxCities Chamber of Commerce, isthe new mouthpiece for the sevenFox River PCB polluters. Hisrecent statements concerning thecleanup are half-truths and wholeuntruths. With real remediationabout to begin on this most seriousenvironmental problem, Welch'scorporate bias and scientific igno-rance are a disservice to Fox Citiescommunities.The chamber says there is notenough evidence to conclude thatPCB contamination endangershuman health. Wrong! Notwith-standing the hundreds of studieslinking PCBs to deformed frogs,birds and mammals in the river andbay, evidence linking PCBs andother chlorinated hydrocarbons tohuman health problems is factualand growing daily. In the past twoyears, the EPA, Physicians forSocial Responsibility and dozens ofother researchers have publishedarticles in Scientific American,British Medical Journal and nu-

rate was not Jar behind. Marxistinsurgencies and communistideology were on the march allover the globe. Americans stoodin long gas lines at home while

greater oppor.uauici -M u.u,,> ..better. Welcome to the real
'.•.orld. Lan Kachinsky,Neenah

The SSvesr Peri is The Post-Crescent's "Letter of the Day" There
is no av»wti {or it, other than being set aside from the other let-

"''rj&e^pies^ good writing, cogent thought and persuasive
.̂ Itie same parameters that apply to all other letters

tors. I
argt

Pen" letter,

merous other peer review, seicrt: ~.cjournals. These studies have linkedPCBs to human cancers and repro-ductive and hormonal dysfunction.The chamber's contention th^tPCBs are ubiquitous and thereforetoo dispersed to recover is mislead-ing. The world production balancesheet on PCBs shows 30% unac-counted for. The remaining 70% arecither in landfills, sediments or stillin use. The 40-50 tons still in theFox are inventoried, localized andare the primary PCB source intoLake Michigan. Removal now willdecrease risk to human health foreveryone living around Lake Michi-gan. The idea that, spread out,these toxins are less of a human

risk i: the eld industry
mantra - dilution is the solution
to pollution.The chamber has opposed envi-
ronmental regulations for years.
They are an advocate for continu-
ing corporate welfare. If you takeeverything the chamber knows
about PCBs and put it in a thimble,
it would rattle like a BB in a boxcar.Stephen Abftz,De Pere
Method of theirmadness raises ire
Editor, The Post-Crescent:The proposed annexation along
Meade Street north of Appleton
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•• -*—•-•• vHi 4ndriMT FWdi •!•» ̂ wyt4 ••••kH. toosA 4w w tato tek ovci vt M^ m wot dw î Uv^uu of^5 wlSjp**"-110 ^sSB,?feasa^ "tsE.*,,,,*..^ saatt^'-1—^
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Fox cleanup will require teamworkJL <r* /I /.. ^ ̂ av
TTwas disappointed to read '.„.,. ~. —.—»~ -I editorial on April 29 Kflttlinf nrthodt ofJLremedfetfen for die Fox River. 7fc £C choseto focus the debate on which clean-up option ispreferred by Wisconsin's elected o îcutf.More accurately, the point is whether or notthe Fox will be cleaned up al AAs a representative of the pubic; there it*much I can do lo foster debate, brine, inform*-cton to II e pubfe. speak on behalf of av con-stituents, anal ask we touch questions of diefederal authorities. 1 have done so, and I wfflcontlmK to do to.However, as a member of th» House of Rep-reMntadves. I have neither • teat al Ike bar
Binfaig table nor • vote In Coacrcs* on the Panver dewup. This is appropriate becaiifodioosin^ bow lo dem up the river shoald be aprocess inrfepetidMt of politics.It shouM be teft up lo tbexckncitts.

My position on the Fox River cleanup isclear *nd conristejic. I an workinf wMk all par-lies involved to move from con/rMtatioH locpopentioa. 1 continue lo nabtdJn a heaNhydistrust of the hot rhetoric on both tides of thedebate, and mtcad I amsearcMm for the com-mon groMHd where, aftei more than a decade ofnudy, a solution can be found,ftnaljv. I tuw caaVd for, and I prefa; a vol-untary cleanup a«d fcstoration plan for the FoxRiver ur-der a global agreeiBenf by all the par-ses invotw* - but I have not discounted (nor

do I possess the authority to atop) the real pot-tatty Chat the Wiscawln DepartneM of Nat-vat ReiouKH Md the EnvCroomeoUl Piotoc-Uo« Aganej- wll car .a 19 (be river hi tfioabnnce of soch a •'nUd niGcmeoL1b (lut end. 1 an afida ccllni for • iwun ĵ-(iota ofnurniaakirt to tcturn £ conyrchensive«aJement. The coa4?nued <etay ia Ibear vitalnegotiations CM onfr lead to an increased fed-eral role In the cleanup,I Wie*c tkat the best way to «x>id the Mttinfof the Fox Rivet as a Supof«nd sJle is fior the(ovRrntnental and poteajiaqf ncspowJbk par-tfcslo votuotarih/agree on «*•( lo do. wtten todo H, uid over what period of dme.
It is i oWtcuft tick, but much bu beenaccornplisbexl aJrcady. The state and federalgomniDcnls have reached an agrecmcnj loUort to«edier on a cleanup ptat The papercompanies and the slate nave agreed to atariwork on two pilot projects Ifw nrnmict Ltgtl(ime-oufs hart been mttual̂  estoblhfied, a«d

•uUIoni ha«c been ipcffl tocompfote importsntccicndftc studies of to rheiWe rw*e cone a tonf way. Every party I havetalted lo who fcas a slate In Ihh process saysihty want Co dean up die Fox fUver. ll h fromIbis common ground that I bdteve a find agree-meal can be reached to ckan up and restoreour river.
Further, I am confident ttat the necessarywork an be done- fa • bsblon that wil ooiIhmua the econoavc hnltb of the Fan RivercoanrwaiUas.No fMfer In the RM Vafley wil be wdtcencal by nowing areas of dJsafreeaMrrt lo pw-vent u» arom aeHng Ibebk pkAte. a clem FoxRiver. No amauHt of fiiuer polnthif wiltnunove the taxint from UK bottom of the FoxRhwarqr faster.The onlrwiy we will cfcan up cxrwajers andgive our cMMrra a hetloV emvtHunait is bynwviag forward togeHta. _________ j
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YOUR VIEWS
Superfund isn't necessarily bad for us
Once again, the paper companies as!; fordelays in the Fox River cleanup.They hope to block the Superfundprocess, even though Superfund is our onlyhope for providing the necessary funding andlaw enforcement to finally get the job done.The polluters argue they should be given achance to finish their "demonstration project"and study the results. They claim it's toe ->oonfor EPA to write a comprehensive cleanup planunder Superfund, even though planning andover $20 million in studies have alreadydragged for 12 long years.The Fox River is one of the most studiedrivers in the world.The reality is that the "demonstration pro-ject" will demonstrate nothing new. It's justanother dredge-and-landfill proposal. Dredgingis a well-known, frequent activity in riversaround the world. Several state-of-the-arthydraulic dredging techniques are alreadyproven to minimize downstream flow of conta-minants. They function like vacuum cleanersand, if used thoroughly, can be very effective.

W e don't need to wait for research resultsfrom the polluters. A plan can be written basedon current information.Furthermore, the industry demonstrationraises other concerns. The project will cut a rel-atively small hole in a huge continuous bed ofcontaminated sediments to try to remove theworst PCB hotspot (called 56/57) offshore

guestviewpoint
REBECCALEIGHTONHATERS

The Fox River
must be listed as a
Superfund site if
we ever hope to
have a clean river

from the old Fort Howard (Fort James) Mill inGreen Bay. Even before they examined the tech-nical options for cleanup of this hotspot, theylimited themselves to only a $7 million effort,which may be drastically less than they need todo the project correctly.They'll be cutting into a layer cake of conta-minated sediments, exposing deeper levels ofcontamination, but after exposing these layers,they may not have enough money to remove allthe contamination they should. This couldresult in a temporary increase in PCB flows,until the hole fills in again with sediments fromupstream.
Industry plans to sample the water and fishafterwards, but how can they demonstrate any-thing but an increase, or at best no improve-ment, in contamination when most of the PCBsediments will still be there, perhaps even moreexposed when they're done? This is not soundscience, nor is it honest

And how can the public be sure they'll imple-ment the best dredging techniques or conductfair tests, when the polluters have a strongincentive to show a negative result, a failurewhich could help them argue against dredgingand save them from a billion dollars in futureclean-up costs?They may also demonstrate inflated costswith such a small, limited effort - another toolfor frightening mill workers and swaying publicopinion. They won't have the economy of scaleof a large project, which drives down unit costs.
They want another two- or three-year delayto conduct and analyze this test An obviousquestion is, "Why didn't they fund legitimate,independent studies 12 years ago when officialcleanup planning began, so we could be furtheralong now?"The obvious answer, "Because they are moreinterested in delays and obstruction ofprogress."Please don't be fooled.The Fox River must be listed as a Superfundsite if we ever hope to have a clean river for ourchildren and grandchildren to enjoy in goodhealth.Let the cleanup begin. Superfund representsa positive opportunity we can't afford to pass
up._____________________
H Rebecca Leighton Katers is the executive direc-tor of the Clean Water Action Council, Green Bay.



. .At press time, me neanng wasmoving into the sentencing phase.
LTITLECHUTE————— ;DNR changes meeting
on PCB test dredging

The state Department of Natur-al Resources has rescheduled apublic meeting to explain this sum-mer's test extraction of PCB cont-aminants from Deposit N in the
Fox River.The meeting originally was setfor May 27. It now will be heldfrom 7 to 9 p.m. June 2 at theCivic Center, 625 Grand Ave.The pilot project is the smallerof two tests the state will use toproject the environmental impactand cost of removing tons ofPCBs from 39 miles of riverbetween Lake Winnebago and
Green Bay.Engineers expect to dredgeabout 414 pounds of the suspected
carcinogens from Deposit Nbetween Aug. 15 and Nov. 15. Thesite is west of Cedars Dam.



GREEN BAY, ^i>uperfund foes
more donations

Special interests donated cam- tpaign money to congressmen who Qvoted to weaken the federal Super- _fund program that could help 9
remove polluted silt from the Fox Pc ..River, a Superfund defender says.Rebecca Katers of the Clean ":;Water Action Council of North- er":' :east Wisconsin told a press confer- L;ence Thursday there may be a link fabetween the congressional voting viiand the money from political exaction committees. peThe Wisconsin Public InterestResearch Group has analyzed the spmoney donated to congressional becandidates by 188 political action focommittees representing oil, chem- ncical and insurance companies from fo;1991 to 1997. m.It says representative': who vot-ed for a bill to weaken the Super- leifund received an average $ 107,518 rewhile those who opposed it got dt$39,485.



——————f-C- tfW* no26 rivers taken off
Heritage Riverconsideration list
Critics worried aboutbureaucratic tangle

WASHINGTON (AP) - Oppo-sition from local leaders drove law-makers to take vast stretches of thenation's waterways out of the run-ning for a new White House initia-tive to revitalize rivers.Twenty-six rivers or river seg-ments will no longer be consideredfor a special American HeritageRiver designation, which wouldhelp towns tap federal resources toimprove riverfronts. President Clin-ton's advisory panel gave veto pow-er to senators and House memberswho oppose their districts' projects.Area officials are trying to getthe designation for the Fox River."They want nothing to do withthe program," Rep. Jim Talent, R-Mo., said of voters in his St Louis-area district. He vetoed portions ofthe Missouri and Mississippi rivers."Frankly, I think it is a very sadstatement that my constituentshave so little trust in their govern-

ment that they are willing to loseout on a potentially beneficial pro-gram than face a repeat of thebureaucratic nightmares they'vedealt with in the past," Talent wrotein a letter to the administration.Antagonism comes both fromfarm interests, who fear the initia-tive could divert money from agri-cultural programs or lead to restric-tions on barge traffic, and property
rights groups.Property rights groups havefueled lawmakers' concerns withmisinformation, said Scott Faber,spokesman for Washington, D.C.-based American Rivers.It's impossible for municipalofficials to understand the morethan 100 federal programs avail-able for riverfront revitalizatipn,Faber said. The special designationassigns a full-time "River Naviga-tor" to help communities.A panel will choose up to 20 topresent to Clinton, who will declarea top 10 as herit; • waterways in
June.
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"TERFUND: Past cases show designation
by the EPA can be a blessing or a curse

Superfund designationintended to aim the power of thefederal government at the mostdaigerpus and costly threats to ourecological systems - can be seenas Victory or defeat.for those who remember thesmog-choked air and burning riversofihe 1960s, before federal legisla-tio|L forced action by the states,Superfund designation means thatfinally a terrible problem will besowed - by a force large enough towi0Btand the local political influ-ence of powerful industries.for those who remember$36.000 toilets bought by the feder-al government, Superfund meansth< end of common sense. It meansbeing forced to weave through anexpensive, time-consuming and dif-ficult maze of federal regulations,with no assurances in what lies atth: other end.The local experience has beenmixed.The wo,.,i single-source pollu-tion of groundwater in Appleton'shistory came to light in 1982 whenneighbors of the N.W. Mauthe Co..725 S. Ouugarrue St. noticed pud-dles of bright yellow-green waternear their homes.••-chromium colored that water, irttntrations more than 500- ^ i the level at which theyBecome toxic to humans.When workers digging a trenchthrough the area began sufferingfrom skin rashes, the truth cameout Mauthe had been dumping hisused chemicals into the ground formore than two decades.The state Department of NaturalResources pumped 30.000 gallonsof*surface water off the site. In19l9 the EPA placed the site on theNational Priority List of the Super-furM-program.For two years, nothing hap-pened. EPA officials bUme this onfederal guidelines mandated byCongress. But when an EPA offi-cial convinced the state HealthDepartment that the site posed animmediate threat to human health,the regulations were bypassed.IThe EPA funded an emergencyexcavation in 1991, and the DNRfound zinc, cadmium, cyanide andvolatile organic compounds in thesoil. The site was fenced. Thencame two years of studies.•In 1994. the DNR and EPAsigned agreements releasing Super-fuhd money. In 1995 the poisonousMauthe building was demolished.More than five tons of soil wereremoved, some shipped to a haz-ardous waste site.In 1996. a new building was con-structed, containing a fully auto-mated, groundwater treatment sys-tem that draws in the contamina-tion water below the site, subjects it^TlNfiitial treatment and then sends\&jb-'yP lo Appleton's wastewaterH^fcilment plant.Because Mauthe. who died inthe mid-1980s, left no assets to cov-er the cost of cleanup, the EPAexpects to use $7 million in taxpay-er money to purge the groundwaterbelow the two-acre she. a processthat could take 20 to 30 years.A few miles to the south, in thelate 1960s and early 1970s, the .75-

"We are trying to find
ways to do the job
effectively and do it
in a streamlined

fashion."
STEVE PAOOVANI, rwiMdlrton
project manager tor th* EPA.

Town of Harrison was filled in bythe owner with car bodies, stone,trees, pulp chips, fly ash, bottomash and demolition debris contam-inated with PCBs. The debris wasused to fill a former wetland.In 1979, the state ordered a hahto the dumping. There were 60 res-idences and businesses within1,000 feet and Lake Winnebago. asource of public drinking water, liesjust 500 feet to the south. The soiland groundwater were contaminat-ed with heavy metals and PCBs.The Schmalz site was proposedfor listing in September 1983 andplaced on the Superfund list oneyear later. In 1985 the EPA fencedin the site. In 1988. the EPA exca-vated 3.500 cubic yards of PCB-contaminated soil.Nearby homeowners were askedto abandon their wells A clay andsoil cap. seeded for vegetation, wascompleted in 1994, 15 years afterthe neighbors began their com-plaints. The cap is designed to pre-vent rainwater from leachingthrough the toils below.Monitoring wells were installedaround the site, managed now bythe DNR. It is too soon to know ifit will work."We really don't have enoughdata to give us a good long-termtrend.' said DNR hydrogeologistJennifer Huffman.The first reliable figures willappear in a year or two.when state officials want todemonstrate everything they don'tlike about ̂ iperfund, they point toSheboyga..."If you want an example ofwhere a cleanup is not being imple-mented through Superfund, She-boygan is that example," said theDNR's Ed Lynch, an engineeringsupervisor attached to the Fox Riv-er projectIn Sheboygan, the die-castingcompany identified as beingresponsible for the cleanup, Tecum-seh Products, contracted with theEPA to conduct the feasibilitystudy that would outline cleanupoptions and their pros and cons.Superfund listing occurred in1986. In 1989 and 1990. the com-pany's engineers dredged contami-nated sediments from the upperportion of the river to evaluatecleanup technologies.The study was finally completedand submitted to the EPA this pastDecember, 12 years after it was ini-lated.The ERA rejected it"We got a document in my opin-ion, that was an exhaustive effort tominimize the amount of work theyhave to do," said Steve Padovani.remediation project manager forthe EPA.Padovani said the company pro-posed limited dredging near thr:imtiram nortion of the 14-mile

project leaving the gre .1 mass ofPCBs buried in the -dhnentsdownstream in place. Its consul-tants argue that disturbing themwill cause greater harm than leav-ing them alone."They basically recommendedno actkm (or a majority of the site."Padovani laid. It was not anapprovable document The rjycr ischanging in unpredictaole-waysover time. The PCBs in thosedeposits will eventually becomemobile and migrate into the riversystem. It is an erosive environ-ment i>A new study has teen cofipleteJand is being evaluated. Padovanisaid this if the, hardest part'of anySuperfund process, getting anaction pum - called a Record ofDecision - approved.Padovani said the EPA hasworked hard in recent >exs v-become more efficient"It's a jungle of procedure youcan follow," he said. "We are tryingto find ways to do the job effective-ly and do it in a streamlined fash-
ion."The agency IMS also tried hard,he said, to improve communica-tions with industry and local gov-ernments and to work in partner-ships. There are many exampleswhere this has worked well, he said"Sheboypn it an example whereI feel the partnership approach did-n't work so wen," he said.DNR officials, whose agencyopposes a Superfund •'-sigruiUonfor the Fox agreed that the EPA
k« i ifimamrl itaatfills monncu men."I think they reaBy are makingan effort to nnpcon the program,said Lynch- "But it it really casespecific, and there is no guaranteethat Superfund is goint to work anybetter on any one site.

Of these, one is in the bean ofAppkton, and another has threat.ened drinking water Supplies in theTown of Harrison.A third, in Sheboygan. involves 2million cubic yards of PCBconta-minated river sediment, a largequantity but less than a fourth ofwhat lies in the Fox.
Ptoase see 8UPERFUNO. A 13
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EPA official who will decidefate of Fox defends his agency
ByBobVHato

Poa-Crwonl WBsrnngeri burBnu

u t t e r f l i e s ,rainbows andbright blueskies adorn aSupe r fundpromotionalposter thathangs outsidethe office ofTimothy Fields.Inside, the EnvironmentalProtection Agency official whohas run the program for the lastIS months paints an equally pos-itive portrait with words such as"sensitive" and "concerned."What a far, far different picture itis than the one being painted inthe Fox Valley, where it's some-times hard to led which someleaden think is worse: a 3^milestretch of river tainted with haz-ardous toxins, or the federal pro-gram that's trying to speed itscleanup.Superfund has been criticizedlocally as t boondoggle thatcould bankrupt businesses, stifle

economic growth and take evenlonger to rid the Fox Rivet of pot-luUorts that have been in itswaters for 41 yean already.Ftddg. who win decide by theend of June whether to propose aSuperfund usting (or the river,says it's a distorted, outdatedview.There is a tot of misinforma-tion and misunderstanding ofthe real benefits Superfund canprovide to communities," hesays. "There's a real paranoiaabout Superfund listing that inmany OMS is unfounded."Superfund, the shorthand tidefor what's officially known as theEPA's r<atJonal Priorities Us.was created in 1980 to locate, in-vestigate and dean up the na-tion's wont hazardous wastesites. A total of 1,194 around thecountry - riven, landfills, in-dustrial sites and governmentinstallations - arc currently onthe listDelays and litigation are criedoften by critics. EPA says 498cleanupa have been completed,but opponents say there are far

•i \ ' • •'• . . ' • • ' . . ; ' •

MEQHANSCHELBLE, 17, of
Appleton sits along the banks
o' *» Fox River at Lute Park.

"There is alot of misin-formationand misun-derstandingof the realbenefitsSuperfundcan provideto communi-ties. There'sa real para-noia aboutSuperfundlisting thatin manycases isunfounded.*
TMOTHVFKLD9

Superfundcan be bothblessing, curse
By Ed Custom
PtntCnmrt Mf MOT

Superfund rtfsjgnartoo for theFox River ought be a godsend or itmight be a disaster, but it wouldn'tbe the rust time this area has expe-rienced the dubious honor.There are more than a thousandSuperfund sttea nationwide, andmore than three dozen in Wncoo-dn. all sharing the distinction ofbeing among the most polluted hotspots in the nation.Of these, one Is in the heart ofAppleton. and another has threat-ened drinking water supplies in theTown of Hairisuu.A third, in Sheboygm, involves 2million cubic yards of PCB-conta-minated river sediment a largequantity but less than a fourth ofwhat lies in the Fox

Justice,
1% If' 1*iMicrosoft
talks end
Antitrust suits likelyto be filed Monday
Post-OrBscQtit wins services

WASHINGTON - Settlementtalks between Microsoft Corp. andthe Justice Department collapsedSaturday, making it almost certainthat federal and state officials willTile broad antitrust suits against thecompany Monday."The discussion between theJustice Department a coalition ofstate attorneys general, andMicrosoft ended today without res-olution," said Gina Talamona. aspokeswoman for the JusticeDepartment "At this point they'renot expected to resume."The talks broke off at midday,following a seven-hour Friday ses-sion that had been described alter-natively as "constructive" bysources close to the Microsoftcamp and "fruitless" by sourcesfamiliar with the government'sstrategy.That sets the stage for two sepa-rate but allied suits to be filed Mon-
&££ "We still haveDep a r t -ment andthe otherby a groupof 20 states

an open
mind."

ROOM we RIVER, BACK PAGE Please SM SUPERFUNO. A-13

MARK FlUnRAY,- includ- Mcnnoft ipokmrmning Wis- ————consin -that have been investigztingMicrosoft since early this year.Both will accuse Microsoft, theworld's most influential softwarecompany, of illegally flexing itsmarket muscle to crush competi-tors.Those lawsuits coukl have a pro-found impact on how people willbuy computers and software, andwhat features Microsoft is allowedto include within Windows, whichis used on almost all desktop com-puters.Microsoft said It will now press
ahead with plans to ship Windows98, the latest upgrade of its flag-

PWBM 5M MtCTtOBOFT, A-12

MICROSOFT CHAIRMAN Bill
Gates talks at a Chicago trade
show in this April 20, 1998, file
photo.

fishermen find body of boater whowas missing on Lake Bntte des Morts
oy Judy WUMnM

OSHKOSH - The body ofRoger Beese, who drowned Tun-day night in Lake Butte des Molts,

Medical Center slower! uiat Beesedied of drowning, said WinnebagoCounty Deputy Coroner PeteFahrenkrug,According to Wmnebago Coun-ty sheriffs U Brace Rhoadet, the
'• -****>• v—*-
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entenced to 90 days in Jail
The own* Stevens, 49, is to begin serving lusskulls of three-month term June 18.bones of Stevens. owner of the store "Evo-tencedto tution: Natural History.' pleaded1 traffkt- guilty in March to two felonyWilliam counts of illegal trafficking.

RIVER: Official says communities benefit from Superfund
From A-1
fewer. The program lias become socontroversial that more than idozen reform plans ire currentlyfloating around Congress.But even though he's used tothose banks. Fields rarely sea dis-putes like the one over the FOB Riv-er.

Sometimes. EPA is called in Bycommunities as a way to guidecleanup. Usually, listing comes as aresult of cooperation between fed-eral ind state regulators.Once or twice a year, though, adisagreement over Superfund ttat-ing - in this case it's betweenregional officials in Chicago andthe Wisconsin Department of Nat-ural Resources - means Fieldsmust make a decision from hisoffice at the Environmental Protec-tion Agency in Washington.This is not usual.' he says firm-ly. Nor is the level ofskeptidan tathe Fax Valley, according to Fields.Although local and Matt offi-cials have publicly worried that iSuperfund listing would end ttaakinput into the course of Fc* Mmcleanup. Fields recounts merdMShe's already bad with the area's rep-resentatives in Congress, nenbenof Oov. Tommy Thompaoo's staff,officials it the state DNR and lee*

1971.
If be decides to seek a Supartodfisting for the Fox, he says, anothersix-month process wil be triaaandfor more public commenti andinput He akoadds that * ftnaJ fitt-ing could be put off ummarirj orfor good if a cleanup agneneat breached between the compaaiea,the state and EPA.Fields combats other worries aswell in the area.Although the Fox Riverwon't be cheap - at an etu$500 million to $1 bufioacalls it "pretty expensive* '—pinot history's costliest - h* tajdEPA is required under Soptttadlaw to seek the loweaKoat catHBpmethod that gets the job dooa. Thatmeans EPA would consider dndfing the river to remove eonaaajnat,ed sedimetn, but it would cooidarcheaper alternatives as wellThe net that dredging the rtv«rto remove contaminated scdbaanlghasbeensDchafocusinthedbauKis something he blames partly oahis agency. On the regulatory aid)of things, he says, people havetalked about it too much."I assart you wa have not madea judgment that we're going to 10with dredging." Fields sajn. *lbelieve ail the alternative) need Mbe put on the table,'

A TRAM, winds its way on the left bank o( the Fox River viewed from me College Avenue bnctge

Man who will decide Fox status is
ByBobVftate
Po«On»r 11 1 Wuc.r^tjn CunMi

WASHINGTON - His title isonly a iemporary one, but hisactions could have an impact onu*E«m Valley for years to comeTimothy Fields is the actingassistant administrator in theEnvironmental Protection Agen-c/s Office of Solid Waste andEmurpcncy Response,bihoft He runs the federalSupcffuod prouun.He's the federal official whowlU decide whether EPA movesto put the Fox River on thenational Superfund list

Fields, a 26-year EPA employ-ee, has been in his current, actingposition since February 1997. It'sa post usually appointed by Presi-dent Clinton, but his last choketo fa the job - former EastOrange. NJ.. Mayor CardellCooper - was withdrawn whenRepublicans complained helacked technical experience onenvironmental matters andretaed to schedule a confirma-tion hearing.Experience is not somethingFields lacks.He has served EPA in a varietyof positions, most recently as Msdeputy assistant administrator

26-year EPA vet
responsible in the same division.
with oil spills, underground stor-age tanks and other environmen-tal hazards.He has also been director ofEPA's Superfund RevitalizationOffice and deputy director of itsremedial program, which is thefirst step in the cleanup process.Fields has a bachelor's degreein industr**^ engineering fromVirginia Tech and a master's inoperations research from GeorgeWashington University. He hasreceived three awards from Presi-dents Bush and Cltaton for dis-tinguished government service

Dredging, opponents contend.would be the most expensive, dis-raptiw way to clean the Fox River.The EPA might use butterflies andbaw sties to portray itself, butin the Fox Valley talk of____ piper mills and unem-pJaMdworBn.Fields looks elsewhere in thecountry to describe Superfund sue-ceas atones.
tn Tacoma, Wash., he says,PCBa an being removed fromComtnenctment Bay and the dry isdevelotilsn Its inner harbor as atoavbt destination.to other dtks. there arc shop-ping canters, hoapitab and golf

courses in places that used to becontaminated.'We're rinding that Superfundhas been in many cases what peo-ple need to restore the economicvitality of a community,' he says."Economic development and envi-ronmental cleanup go hand-in-hand.'At the same time be emphasizesthat ha decision on whether toseek a Superfund listing isn't made- a last resort,* he calls it -Fields also says be thinks the waleand paper companies have hadenough time to devise their owncleanup plan.Supenund might be the " only

way to get that process off thedime,' he adds.And while he emphasizes thatSuperrand wouldrA be the end ofthe world for the Fox Valley, he alsopaints a less glowing picture of thereason it's bong considered.'We've got to keep in mind thatin the Fox River levels of contami-nation are causing impacts to fish.
wildlife, bald eagles-'he says, hav-ing already spoken of its impact onpeople, on Green Bay and on Lake
Michigan-'Superfund may be the only toolwe have. We want the residents ofthe Fox River to have a dean envi-ronment to live in."
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SUPERFUND: Past cases show designation
by the EPA can be a blessing or a curse
From A-1

jupetfund designationintended to urn the power of thefederal government at the mostdangerous and costly threats to ourecological systems - can be seenas vict-ry or defeat.For those who remember thesmog-choked air and burning riversof the 1960s, before federal legisla-tion forced action by the states.Superfund designation mean] thatfinally a terrible problem will besolved - by a force large enough towithstand the local political influ-ence of powerful industries.For those who remember$30.000 toilets bought by the feder-al government. Superfund means(he end of common seme. It meansbeing forced to weave through anaperitive, Uroe-corauming and dif-ficult maze of federal regulations.wi:h no assurances in what lid atthe other end.The local experience has beenmixed.The worst single-source pollu-tion of groundwater in Appleton'shistory came to light in 1982 whenneighbors of the N. W. Mauthe Co..725 S. Outammie St. noticed pud-dles of bright, yellcwgreen waternear their homes.Chromium colored [hat water, inconcentrations more than 500times the level at which theybecome tone to humans.When workers digging a trenchthrough the area began sufferingfrom skin rashes, the truth cameout Mauthe had been dumping hisused chemicals into the ground formore than two decades.The state Department of NaturalResources pumped 30,000 gallonsof surface water off the site. In1989 the EPA placed the the on theNational Priority List of the Super-fund program.For two yean, nothing hap-pened- EPA officials Mame this onfederal guidelines mandated byCongress. But when an EPA offi-cial convinced the sate HealthDepartment thai the site posed animmediate threat to human health,the regulations were bypassed.•The EPA funded an emergencyexcavation hi 1991, and the DNRfouod zinc, cadmium, cyanide andvolatile organic compounds in thesod. The site was fenced Thencame two yean of studio.In 1994, the DNR and EPAsigned agreements releasing Super-fund money. In 1995 the poisonousMauthe building waa demolished.More than five Ions of soil wenremoved, some shipped to a haz-ardous waste rite.In 199t. anew building was con-structed, containing a fully auto-mated, groundwater treatment sy>tem thai draw* in the conUimnsrlion water below the site, subjects it10 initial treatment and then sendsit off to Appleton's wastewatertreatment plant.Because Mauthe, who died inthe mid-1980s, left no assets to cov-er the coat of cleanup, the EPAexpect] to use $7 million in taxpay-er money to purge the groundwaterbelow the twoccre site, a processthat could take 20 to 30 yean.• A few mites to the south, in thelate I960i and early 1970s, the .75-acre Schnub dump site in the

"We are trying to find
ways to do the job
effectively and do it
in a streamlined

fashion."
STEVE PADOVANI, nnndUBon
protect rmn«g«r for tr»EPA-

Town of Harrison was filled in bythe owne- with car bodies, stone,trees, pulp chips, fly ash. oottomash and demolition debris contam-inated with PCBs. The debris wasused to fill a former wetlandIn 1979, the stale ordered a haltto the dumping. There were 60 res-idences and businesses within1.000 feet and Lake Winnebago. asource of public drinking water, liesjust 500 feet to the south. The soUand groundwater were contaminat-ed with heavy metals and PCBs.The Schmalz site was proposedfor listing in September 1983 andplaced on the Superfund list oneyear later. In 1985 the EPA fencedin the site. In 1988, the EPA exca-vated 3.500 cubic yards of PCB-contaminated soilNearby homeowners were askedto abandon their wells. A day andsoil cap. seeded for vegetation, wascompleted in 1994. 15 years afterthe neighbors began their com-plaints. The cap b designed to pre-vent rainwater from leachingthrough the soils below.Monitoring wells were installedaround the site, managed now bythe DNR. It is loo soon to know ifit will work."We realty don't have enoughdata to give us a good long-termtrend" said DNR hyorogeologistJennifer Huffman.The first reliable figures willappear in a year or two.when state officials want todemonstrate everything they don'tlike about Superfund they point toSheboygan."If you want an example ofwhere a cleanup is not being imple-mented through Superfund She-boygan is that example," said theDNR's Ed Lynch, an engineeringsupervisor attached to the Fm Riv-er projectIn Sheboygan. the diecastingcompany identified as beingresr"<'bk for the ck* ~"eeun>seh -xhico. contract^ .th theEPA to conduct the feasibilitystudy that would outline cleanupoptions and their pros and cons.Superfund listing occurred in19M. to lj»9Mdl990. the com-
rated sediments front the upperportion of the river to evaluatecleanup technokigKi.The study waanneOy completedand submitted to the EPA this pastDecember, 12 yean after it was ini-tiatedThe EPA rejected it"We got a document in my opin-ion, that was an exhaustive effort tominimize the amount of work theyhave to do," said Steve Padovani,remediation project manager fortheEPA^ __Paduvani said the company pro-posed tailed dredging near theupstream portion of the 14-mile

project, leaving the great mass ofPCBs buried in the sedimentsdownstream in place. Us consul-tants argue that disturbing thenwill cause greater harm than leav-
ing them alone."They basically recommendedno action for a majority of the site."Padovani said "It was not anapprovable document. The river ;schanging in unpredictable waysover time. The PCBs in thosedeposits will eventually becomemobile and migrate into the riversystem. It is an erosive environ-ment"A new study has been completedand is being evaluated. Padovanisaid this is the hardest part of anySuperfunu process, getting anaction plan - called i Record ofDecision - approvedPadovani said the EPA hasworked hard in recent years tobecome more efficient"It's a jungle of procedures youcan follow," he said. "We are tryingto find ways to do the job effective-ly and do it in a streamlined fash-ion."The agency has also tried hard,he said, to improve communica-tions with industry and local gov-ernments and to work in partner-ships. There are many exampkswhere this has worked well, he said."Sheboygan is an example whereI fed the partnership approach did-n't work so well." he said.DNR officials, whose agencyopposes a Superfund designationfor the Fox, agreed that the EPAhas reformed itself."I think they really are makingan effort to improve the program,said Lynch. "But it ii really casespecific, and there is no guaranteethat Superfund is going to work anybetter on any one site.
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commitment than they are puttinginto it. Charles Lewis,Appleton
Fox deanup needslocal leadership
Editor, The Post-Crescent:In regard to your editorial ofMay 10 titled "Lawmakers TalkedAbout Fox Cleanup; Now They
Must Act":1 do not understand why you. think that it is our elected represen-.. tatives' collective responsibility to,:': bring the paper mills and the DNRtogether to form a cleanup plan.Yes, we need Sen. Herb Kohl, Sen.Russ Feingold, Rep. Jay Johnsonand Rep. Tom Petri to provideaccess to the EPA and to make surethat whatever the EPA does inregards the Fox River cleanup is inall of our best interests. But I amnot happy about your view that it istheir responsibility to bring theDNR and the paper mills togetherto form a cleanup plan.What about the other people
i education and the Hmong

who live here in the Valley? What
about the cities, towns and villages?
What about the average folk who
"own" the river as much as any-
body else does. Where do they fit
iLcO the process of forming a
cleanup plan? The river belongs to
all of us who live, work and play
here in the Vailey. Thus, as I see it,
leadership for the cleanup needs tobe local leadership representing all
of us. Without local leadership I
fear the solution to the cleanup will
be a bigger disaster than the disas-
ter we are trying to clean up.Wayne Defferding,__ _ Appleton
• Letters must be signed and includea telephone number where the writercan be reached during the day.Names will be withheld only if suffi-cient reason is given. Letters shouldbe limited to 300 words. They will becondensed if necessary for clarity or
brevity. Mail your letter to:LettersThe Post-CrescentP. O. Box 59Appleton, Wl 54912or e-mail it to:PCNews@Athenet.net



. . . . . says federal Superfund classification ofPox River could divide the parties \vho need tofind consensus on how to clean the waterway
Herb KohlKohl issued a separate statement(i wwh.^<on burca. Monday saying his bigscst concern

WASHINGTON - The fact aboui ihc long-awaited cleanup of__tt federal officials are even corv *0 tons of PCBs between Netoafcsidervftg Super-fund status for ihe and Green Bay is that the vholeFox River has \>CKUII lu divide the iu«U« *iil end up in court,very groups that should be coming "Nobody wants PCBs buried inlOfeiher on a cleanup plan. Wiv the river to continually be wishedconsm lawmakers warned the U.S. into Green Bay for the next 10 loEnvironmental Protection Agency 20 years* the senior's statementon Monday. read. " *w '-' l j :' —-1-— - ̂- ——In » letter to ActingAssistant EPA Admin-i*iwtvi Timothy Fields,who will deeide shortlywhether to seek the feo-etal Uvtignvuiun us away to move cleanupforward, the region'srepresentatives in Con-gress cautioned theaction could haw theopposite of its desiredeffect."We support a con-sensus-based approachto remediation and re-storation of ihe Fox in-wiving nil interests:t'co<raU state. local, in-bnl. private companies,and environmental andInterest groups.

"If lawyersget involved,we'll havelawyers whuclean up,instead of a
river."

HERBKOHC

rneni

I think it makes tt lot moresense to negotiate nowinstead of through &bunch of lawyers."*If lawyers get in-volved. Kohl said,'we'll have lawyerswho cl«an up, insteadof a cleaned-un rivet."The EPA, frurtfWKlwith 15 years of sludiesand ne^olitXtions tH-tween the state and sev-en, area paper mills thaidischarged PCBs intoihc Fox River, began itsprocess a year ago toconsider Hie river as afederal Superfund site.Thai dcsignttionwould put the federalgovernment in chargeof ihe cleanup - al*iho'uih it has an agtee-Ict the Wisconsin Depart-the letter said. "Wexhai if either ih« listing decision orthe remediation ol the rox be- merit oi Natural Aeso\Jfces ovt'rseeconies mired Ui litigation, our con- \hyig!» - and pass ihe bin along tostiraenw, ihc greater Fox ecosystem ihe paper companies.and the Great Lakes tfasia will be In their Wtter 10 the EP<\. theihc losers." four Wisconsin lawmakers com-* Ihc Ictier was signed bv U.S. plained w h"«W> thaiUicy Iwve milV Reps. Jny John&on and Torn Pern, -—————— •



EPA briefs lawmakers
Tim tiothe
wins ;{5-lap
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By Bob VIM*
Posl-Creacant Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - Designatingthe Fox River as a national Superfundsite wouldn't end local input - or evenlocal control - in the effort to rid itswaters of PCBs, a top EnvironmentalProtection Agency official told the re-gion's lawmakers Thursday.In a meeting with Reps. Jay Johnsonand Tom Petri and Sens. Russ Feingold

Agency says it's in no hurry to designate Fox Riveras a Superfund site, but it won't wait forever, either
and Herb Kohl, the EPA official whowill decide the future of Fox Rivercleanup efforts offered assurances thata federal Superfund listing would notbe a federal takeover of the cleanup.But at the same time, the lawmakerssaid, they got the feeling the agency

won't wait forever for the state and areapaper companies to figure things outthemselves."I didn't get the feeling they can'twait to designate a Superfund site."said Kohl. 'They simply want all par-ties to get together. At the same time,

they feel • long time has gone by whennothing has been done."There are 40 tons of PCBs in theFox River between Neenah and GreenBay, all discharged by seven area papercompanies between 1957 and 1971. Fif-teen yean of negotiations and studies
Please see RIVER, BACK PAGE

Fox Rlvw- Forward making finalpKdi for Heritage dMlciurtkm: B-l



Lawmakers hear details from EPA on Superfund status for Fox
A-1

•have not produced an agreement
tor jietting them out, however. The
chemicals are harmful to animals
and humans.

Timothy Fields, acting assistant
HI'A administrator, has told the
four lawmakers and Gov. Tommy
Thompson that he will decide soon
whether to seek Superfund statusfor the Fox River as a way to end
the delays in cleanup progress.

That decision is likely within them-xt couple of months. If EPA does

seek Superfund status, it would trig-
ger another agency review and
another final decision about sixmonths later.Feingold said Fields specifically
told lawmakers at Thursday's meet-
ing, though, that EPA'; goal is not aSuperfund listing, and the senatorsaid he left the meeting with the
feeling Superfund status can beavoided.

He and the others reported threereasons why:
•No Superfund site has everbeen designated by EPA over a gov-

ernor's opposition. Feingold saidFields cited 30 cases where initialobjections were either overcome orled to other cleanup plain!•even if-jSuperfund status is
declared, EPA has almost alwaysaccepted a state or local cleanupplan.•If the agency decides to moveforward and propose a Superfundlisting, it might be willing to. put itsfinal action on hold while a localcleanup agreement is hammeredout.Thompson already has signaled

his opposition to a Superfund list-ing for the Fox River, andspokesman Kevin Keane said it'sbecause EPA has such a poor trackrecord of making progress'on otherfederally designated sites.,Feingold said he hopes the gov-ernor signals a willingness to atleast cooperate with the agency,though."If we engage in a flat refusal, Ithink it will make it more likely thatthe Fox River is listed as a Super-fund site," the senator said.In a w ten statement, Johnson

also prodded all sides of the
cleanup to sit down and talk.

The Green Bay Democrat found
significance in the EPA's willing-
ness to delay any proposal for a
Superfund listing, but he said the
agency would only put its action on
hold if it sees "substantive and
good-faith negotiations between the
state and potentially responsible
parties."

"Unfortunately, the seats at the
Fox River negotiating table an
empty," Johnson said.



intiativehas runits course
Panel doesn't seemtaken with proposal todesignate it AmericanHeritage River
By Bob Vrtale
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - The watersgot a whole lot rougher Tuesday forefforts to bring federal recognition- and welcomed federal help -for the Fox Rryer>A commission formed to selectfinalists for President Clinton'snew American Heritage Rivers pro-gram narrowed :ts focus from 126nominated rivers to a few dozenthat have caught members' eyes.While the group's chairmanstressed that no river has beeneliminated from consideration, theFox was clearly not among thefavorites. -———————
tettreerands of votingIn which eachMMsor>

MsorherlO
Fox Riwireceived no

In two daysof delibera-tions amongthe 12 mem-bers of theAmerican Her-itage RiversInitiative Advi-sory Commit-tee - enoughdebate to fillthree wallswith poster-size sheets ofcomments - a proposal submittedby a local coalition called Fox Riv-er Forward was mentioned justonce.In three rounds of voting inwhich each advisory committeemember listed nis or her 10 fav-orites, the Fox River received nosupportStill, said chairman DaytonDuncan, a documentary film pro-ducer who wrote last year's PBSspecial about explorers Lewis andClark, "it's a great proposal.This is not the NCAA tourna-ment," Duncan said of the selec-tion process, in which the commit-tee will send 20 recommendations
Please see RIVER, A-6



RIVER: National effort appears muddied
From A-1
to Clinton, who will chose the final10. "You can have 10 AmericanHeritage Rivers, but our experienceis there are more than 10."Maybe, but only 10 will get thecapital letters that come with offi-cial designation.That status also brings with it apromise from the federal govern-ment to help - though not control- local efforts to preserve andimprove the rivers. Fox River For-ward's plan included efforts toreduce the threat of PCBs, increasepublic access, boost regionaltourism and foster educational pro-grams for children and adults.Appleton Mayor Tim Hanna,the group's chairman, said thoseefforts will continue with or with-out a boost from Washington. Themere effort of putting together theAmerican Heritage Rivers propos-al, he said, brought together variousFox River interests that had neversat at the same table."We've already started to accom-plish things that maybe wouldn'tnave been accomplished," Hannasaid. "We opened some partner-ships and lines of communication."The mayor said he's unsurewhether Fox River Forward willremain in existence, but "there's astrong desire for some form of theorganization to continue."That's something advisory com-mission committ members in

Washington said they hoped tohear."The pleasantly distressing thingabout this initiative is it tapped intoa tremendous amount of local inter-est in the rivers that flow throughtheir communities," Duncan said.Duncan wouldn't say why theFox Riyr failed to gain supportfrom his committee, but he didpoint out the strengths of severalthat did:•The Mississippi River, he said,has to be included because of itssize and history. "How can there be10 American Heritage Rivers andone not be the Mississippi?" hesaid. The only question is whichpart of the river to include: Wis-consin's portion is still amongthose being considered.•The Rio Grande in Texas andthe Detroit River in Michigan havean international character.•The Puyallup River in Wash-ington state impressed membersfor its sheer grandeur. It flows fromMount Rainier to the Puget Sound.•The Cuyahoga River in Ohio,meanwhile, drew attention for theopposite reason. So polluted that itonce caught fire, it spurred nation-al efforts to revitalize rivers."We have all that," Hannalaughed when told of the featuresthat helped other rivers stay in con-tention.In their application for Ameri-can Heritage Rivers status, trough,advocates for the Fox obviously rec-

ognized the hurdle they faced."In terms of flashiness, this isnot a prima donna river; no grandwaterfalls or canyon vistas," theywrote. The Fox is much like thepeople who dot its banks: hard-working, genuine and withoutexcessive ornamentation."Some advocates privately specu-lated whether the current contro-versy surrounding the Fox - pos-sible listing by the EnvironmentalProtection Agency as a Superfundsite - hurt its chances.The EPA is one of 16 federalagencies involved in the HeritageRivers program, which PresidentClinton has promised will bring afederal partnership to locally con-trolled development preservationand cleanup efforts along the 10rivers chosen.The EPA will soon be decidingon its own, though, whether to seekSuperfund status for the Fox. Thatlisting, opponents fear, would bringwith it federal control over how therjver is cleaned.Many of the same people back-ing the first listing - Gov. TommyThompson and area business lead-ers among them - have been out-spoken in their opposition to thesecond.Although the river is still techni-cally under consideration for theprogram, Hanna said he plans nofurther effort to convince commit-tee members it should be included."We've done all we can," lie said.
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Those pushing the FoxRiver for designation have
faith in the Clinton plan

j _ . m I- -i '-f.mf

By Bob Vltale
Post Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - When PresidentClinton created the Ame lean HeritageRivers program last fall, he called it achance to rededicate the n ition to pre-serving and protecting its waters."Many of our greatest cities becamewhat they are because they were built onrivers," Clinton said. "If we want then, to'w even greater ... we have to make surethat the rivers that run through tnem aregood, clean rivers that offer the potentialfor young people to do something theycan be proud of, to have a place that theycan be proud to be a part of, and to pre-serve a heritage for their own childrenand grandchildren."Clean rivers, proud children, preservedheritage. What could be controversialabout that?Plenty, it turns out.Clinton's program, first proposed inhis 1997 State of the Union address andsigned into being through an executiveorder last September, has been the targetof a lawsuit from congressional oppo-

PwtOwcert photo by Mfc* D» Stall
A COALITION is pushing for the Fox River to attain American Heritage status.
nents who say it needs approval from theHouse and Senate.It has been criticized by property-rights advocates who fear governmentdesignation would bring governmentinterference for both rivers and the landaround them.On Monday, as an advisory commis-sion began two days of meetings to nar-row a list of 126 nominees down to 20finalists, more opponents stepped for-ward to criticize a selection process that

end today in closed-door delibera-tions.Leaders of a coalition pushing the FoxRiver for American Heritage status saythey've taken all of it into account and arestill convinced the program can enhancepreservation and progress along the riv-er's 176 miles. ,If the Fox is one of 10 rivers chosen -Clinton will make the final decision later
Please see RIVER, BACK PAGE

Among the 126rivers nominated,there are five inWisconsin:Ut Fox RiverU Milwaukee RiverU Rock Riverin Upper Missis-sippi River (withIllinois, Iowa, Min-nesota and Mis-souri)U Wolf River
Other rivers fromaround the U.S.:tt ChattahoocheeRiver (Georgia)• Cuyahoga River(Ohio)U Detroit River(Michigan)U Hudson River(New York)U Lower Missis-sippi River(Louisiana)U Missouri River(Iowa, Kansas, Mis-souri, Nebraska,North Dakota,South Dakota)il Rio Grande Riv-er (N.M., Texas)
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S1VER: Politicsplaying rolein heritageprogram
From A-1
this year - local efforts will get"focused support" from the federalgovernment as they seek help fromexisting programs.Appleton Mayor Timothy Ran- .na, chairman of Fox River For-ward, calls the federal governmenta "partner" in the process. But heand other advocates - lawmakers,local and county governments,environmental and business groups- say they're certain priorities andaction would always be guidedlocally for an American Heritage-designated Fox.In other parts of the country,they're not so sure.Of the 126 waterways nominat-ed for American Heritage Riversdesignation, 14 already have beeneliminated because of oppositionfrom the representatives whosecongressional districts they flowthrough.Twenty-five others face an extrahurdle because of opposition by atleast one representative or senator."When you invite 12 or 16 orhowever many federal agencies intoan area, quite often there are goingto be federal strings attached," said_ Michael Jahr, a spokesman for Rep.John HostetUer, R-Ind., who hasvetoed participation for two riversin his district"There's always mission creepwhen you invite the federal govern-ment into your back yard."Hostettler and others also co i-tend the program needs an OK.from Congress. Because it merelycoordinates other, existing federalprograms, however, the WhiteHouse contends it can go ahead onits own. A lawsuit by House1 Resources Committee Chairman

THE ONEIDA SKYLINE BRIDGE looms
scene looking east on the Fox River.

in
Post-Crescert photo ty Mite De Sisti
the distance in this

Don Young, R-Alaska, was dis-missed in March.While opponents of the programaround the country tend to beRepublicans, the Fox River applica-tion is supported by state and fed-eral officials of both parties.Gov. Tommy Thompson, Rep.Tom Petri, Wisconsin SenateMajority Leader Michael Ellis andstate Agriculture Secretary BenBrancel are among Republicansbacking the effort. Rep. Jay John-son and Sens. Herb Kohl and RussFeingold are among Democraticsupporters.Hanna called that bipartisanlineup a strength of tne Fox Riverapplication, and he said it tookhard work to gain that supportAt one point when informationabout the program indicated Amer-ican Heritage River status wouldput no new federal regulations onlocal governments, representativesof the business community pointedit out it made no mention of them.Kohl's office got an assurance inwriting that businesses, too, wouldface no new controls from Wash-ington."From the very beginning we

had some concerns," Hanna said."From the beginning we said if thismeans new regulations we're notinterested."Clinton and administration offi-cials have emphasized that overand over."Every step of the way the initia-tive will be driven by the needs anddesires of the communities thatchoose to participate," he saidwhen creating the program lastSeptember. "There will be no feder-al mandates, no regulations, norestrictions on property-holders'rights."Ray Clark, who is helping directthe program as part of the WhiteHouse Council on EnvironmentalQuality, said Monday that the pro-gram is "not a cash cow" and is notmandatory."We will not tell rivers when toparticipate," he said. "We will nottell them what their goals are. Weare here to help them realize thegoals they have developed."If that ever changes, Hanna said,the Fox River could always go italone."We can opt out and say, 'nothank you,"' he said.



LITTLE CHUTE
May 27 meeting seton PCB test extraction

The state Department of Natur-al Resources has scheduled a pub-lic meeting May 27 to explain thissummer's test extraction of PCBcontaminants from Deposit N inthe Fox River. The site is west ofCedars Dam.Engineers expect to dredgeabout 414 pounds of PCBs fromthe deposit between Aug. 15 and, Nov. 15. :t^* The project is the smaller of>> two tests the state will use to pro^ ject the environmental impact and |cost of removing tons of PCBsfrom 39 miles of river betweenx Lake Winnebago and Green Bay.^J PCBs are suspected carcinogens\ and have been blamed for deformi- t{\ ties in wildlife and learning prob- clems in children whose mothers fate contaminated fish. <The meeting will be 7 p.m. atthe Little Chute Civic Center. i
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'——————*7.ViBring the Fox backio its natural state
Editor, 77:e fbsr-Gescenr.With a lower Fox River cleanup
decision approaching, a few ideas
need to be considered:(1) The projected cost is $1 bil-lion dollars, or $300 for each cubic
yard of sludge removed.(2) The "river" is really a series
of reservoirs, a chain of lakes orsediment basins. It was once a wildroaring river of rapids and falls.(3) Draining these reservoirswould restore this great naturalattraction, providing a strip of landfrom city to city that could possiblybe used for a continuous publicpa ontaining trails and wildlife
areas.(4) Emptying the reservoirswould create a wild river, a canoe-ing and rafting asset right in the

midst of our cities which wouldattract thousands each day in thesummer. Anyone doubting thisshould check on the Wolf RiverInn, Shotgun Eddie's and theSmokey Falls Rafting Company onthe Wolf River above Keshena.(5) We could possibly get a more
effective and efficient method ofcleaning up the contaminatedsludge with bulldozers and front-end loaders on the newly createddry land rather than trying toremove the sludge frc... under the
water risking stirring up the sedi-
ments.(6) Our dams are old and crum-
bling and will soon need to be

replaced. They serve no purposeexcept to provide lakes in an areathat has a mere than is its share cflakes. But a wild scenic river, a pow-erful force cf nature to lift the spir-
it, challenge the adventurous andrestore the soul, now that is some-
thing'else.1 don't know whether this ideawill work or not, but it is worth ourconsideration. After all, it is our riv-er, our health, our environment and
our dollars.Perhaps we can clean up our riv-er, bring more beauty into our lives,save a bundle and defeat the vested
ir.eerssts with one blow.Don Daks,Appleton
Having a pet callsfor responsibility
Editor, The Post-Crescent;This is in response to the Conns'letter in the April 21 fost-Crescem.Ttake issue with the heading en 'letter from the Conns, "Aggrdog brought tragedy." Just'a dog reacts differently t1one thinks it should drit should be labeled.-To quote your" .
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OUR VIEWS
Lawmakers talked about Foxdeanupj now they must act
'Tpne federal legislators who have some stake in theI cleanup of PCBs from the Fox Riv^r - Sea. RussJL Feingoid, Sen. Herb Kohl, Rep. T3y jor.nson and Rep.Torn Pstri - have finally met with the federa. Environmen-tal Protection Agency.What came out of that recent meeting is not much morethan impressions. Nothing was cast in concrete, and appar-ently nothing was done to upset the EPA into immediatelyputting the Fox River into Superfund status, a real possibili-ty that worries ail legislators and paper companies involved.The good news to ccme out of themeeting is that a Superfund designationfor the Fox River project would likelykeep it in the hands of the WisconsinDepartment of Natural Resources andpaper companies, but the bad news isthat the EPA would be watching overthe project, with a lot to say about itstimetable, criteria and costSuperfund, it seems, could be easilyavoided. What the EPA is apparentlywaiting for is an agreement between thepaper mills who legally (at the time)dumped 40 tons of PCBs in the riverand the state DNR, who must overseetheir removal and disposal.Not only that, but a Superfund desig-nation has never been placed on a pro-ject over the objection of that state'sterror. Wisconsin Gov. Tommy Thompson, in a I-^T tome EPAs regional director last summer and in a letter tothe EPA on Friday, made his stance clear: He doesn't wantthis to be a Superfund site.^ Now, we'd like to see Kohl, Feingoid, Johnson and Petriplay an even larger role by bringing together the paper millsand the DNR to form a cleanup plan. This needs to bedone scon, before the EPA makes its Superfund decision,possibly this December or January.This "time, our legislators cannot wait so long to publiclyshow their concern. They must put public pressure on bothparties to reach an agreement, or else the Superfund deci-sion is relatively easy for the EPA.If they tell us that it's not proper for them to do so, wemust respectfully, but forcefully, disagree.Time is shon, and the deal must get done.
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Thompson wants
EPA to keep Foxoff Snperfintd list
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By Duke Dehnke
Post Crescent stall writer

Oov. Tommy Thompson reiterated his opposi-
tion to designating the lower Fox River as anational Superfund site in a letter to the Envi-ronmental Protection Agency Thursday.Thompson said the EPA's consideration of the
listing has detracted state and
local officials from address-ing the issue at hand - thecleanup of PCBs from the riv-er.

About 40 tons of 1'CBs liein the river between Nccnaliand Green Bay. The chemi-cals, discharged by seven areapaper companies between1957 and 1971, are harmfulto animals and people."Prom rny perspective, list-ing the site would further sep-arate the companies and thegovernment agencies, leadingto further liability concerns,
delays, increased expenses
and possible litigation," Thompson told ActingAspisfant UPA Administrator Timothy Fields.Thompson questioned the EPA's current scor-inp, of the river. He noted the river has been eval-uated in the pnst but has not been listed as aSupcrfiind site.

The governor also assured Fields that Wiscon-sin remains committed to the cleanup of the riv-er. He cited the state Department of NaturalResources' progress in completing a remedialinvestigation/feasibility study and in negotiatingwith potentially responsible parties.
"I urge EPA to work with the state to ensureI his work is finished," Thompson said.

river !* v

NEENAH
Ctty allocates $&,000for PCB cleanup defense \

The Common Council thisweek allocated another $25,000for legal services to protect thecity's interest in the pendingcleanup of PCBs from the lower
Fox River.The money will be drawn from
the city's sewer fund.The city has spent the $5,000allocated in 1996 and the $25,000
allocated in 1997.City Atty. James Gunz saidabout half of the new amountwould cover the city's share of theFox River cleanup joint defenseagreement with other area munici-palities and sewerage districts.The balance will be available for
cleanup issues that are unique to
Neenah and Menasha.
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If PCB numbers areright, why the fuss?
Editor, The Post-Crescent:1 read in your paper today aquote from David Ulrich of Chica-go, the acting director of EPARegion 5. Ulrich said PCBs are"seeping into Green Bay throughthe Fox River at a rate of 600
pounds per year."This is something less than 2pounds per day. Is this a typo? Ifcorrect, it seems like there is anawful lot of fuss over an extremelysmall amount of material that isonly "suspected" to be a health haz-
ard.I wonder how many pounds ofmanure are seeping into Green Bay
per day? . Bob Hackinson,Appleton
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iyer group tries'short, conciseheritage listing
Presidential panel begins meeting next weekto trim 127 applicants down to 20 finalists
By Ooug Erickson
Post-Crescent staff writer

The local advocacy group work-ing to get the Fox River designatedone of President Clinton's 10American Heritage Rivers makes alast-ditch push today to help thenomination stand out from thepack.A 12-member presidential com-mittee begins meeting Monday in.Washington, D.C., to narrow thefield of 127 applicants to about 20finalists.The 10 designees could beannounced as early as June,although the White House has notannounced a date.Seventeen members of Fox RiverForward met Thursday at AppletonMayor Tim Hanna's office to brain-storm a final pitch. The brief writ-ten statement will be sent by fax toWashini-^n today anJ will updatethe committee on river-relatedprogress since the hefty, formalapplication was submitted monthsago."If they're giving us a shot atwhat we've dene lately, we don'thave to make a lot up," said JerryFisher of Appleton, a longtime sup-porter cf river projects.Among the recent strides: The

completion of an 18-month tourismstudy commissioned by the FoxCities Visitors & ConventionBureau that includes riverfrontdevelopment iueas, and the contin-ued expansion of the "Rivertime"educational curriculum for school-aged children.The final pitch, which will stresshow badly local advocates want thedesignation, should be "a short,concise beg," suggested Frank Fras-setto, a field representative for Rep.Tom Petri, R-Fond du Lac.Clinton announced the Ameri-can Heritage Rivers initiative in his1997 State of the Union address. Itis designed to refocus federalresources and give certain commu-nities r.ore tools in cleaning uptheir rivers and restoring their river-fronts.A group of local elected offi-cials, business leaders and interest-ed residents has been working formore than a year to prepare theapplication documents.The American Heritage RiversInitiative Advisory Committee isscheduled to meet in closed sessionTuesday to determine the list offinalists to forward to Clinton.Some members of Fox River For-ward said they doubt the list offinalists will be made public.



lie cared ~ ~ oieen
"the clos- KEEP IT LOCAL Regardinghow. The the Fox River cleanup, be advised.used her that northeast Florida is in theAnd the midst of a debate just as v/e areitist Con- here - how to best clean up thei its mem- St. Johns River. On the one hand,£ that they you have those who want to keep'£• things under state control. On thef^bout what other hand, you have those lustingIf gay was for "free federal money," which is, the »lew- an oxymoron if there ever wasDpped tun- one. I say take the advice of Gov.cancel the Thompson and our elected mem-ber of Congress and keep it local,act of life: Whenever you throw a dollar intoaordinarily the bottomless federal pit, you'reissionately lucky if you get a quarter back,ores, right- Don Kuper,are about Appleton
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Dont put PCBs in ——....
CHILTON—Recently, we have been reading

about the PCB problem in the Fox River. I do not
want to spoil the party, but one issue has beenconspicuously absent from this discussion. Thatissue is, what happens to the PCB sediment after • . . . -
ithasbeendredgedfromtheriver? ".::• :

The most likely disposal option will be a
landfill And where will that landfill be? The
most likely place will be a privately owned
landfill now being developed in the town of
Chilton in Calumet County.Now, what happens to the PCBs when they
are buried in a conventional landfill? Noth-
ing! That is ruy point The PCBs do not biode-grade in a lanH fill. The landfill will be noth- A-r ing more that a huge storage area. We are . ;7;:going to spend hundreds of millions of dollars ;".-..'.
to dredge the PCBs from the river, and then !:'_*!
bury them under farm land. ;;.nDoes this solve the PCB problem? Or does "
it just move the problem to another location?
This may be the cheapest way of removingthem from the river, but isn't this exactly the-.v — —^^ lvn ̂ n ̂g river in the first•'- - -i———~*o,civ "

c
V
sc:

j* way iney cuu^u —r _\- place? Paper mills chose the cheapest way i
1A disposing their wt^tes, which was to dump

them into the river., ̂  Another reason they dumped the PCB cont-
*• aminants into the river was because they
->• were unawai o of tiie eifscts uos would have

on the envircciaent. This u exactly the raa-
son we should not just dump them into & land-
fill, no mater how well we think it is engi-
neered. There may be dangers with this w 3
have not yet discovered.We may find that not only do we still have a
problem in the river, but we now have anoth-er huge problem in and around the landfill.WnKupSty, Chilton
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By Bob Vltale
Posl Ctescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - Designatingthe Fox River as a national Superfundsite wouldn't end local input — or evenlocal control - in the effort to rid itswaters of PCBs, a top EnvironmentalProtection Agency official told the re-
gion's lawmakers Thursday.In a meeting with Reps. Jay Johnsonand Tom Petri and Sens. Russ Feingold

Agency says it's in no hurry to designate Fox River
as a Superfund site, but it won't wait forever, either
and Herb Kohl, the EPA official whowill decide the future of Fox Rivercleanup efforts offered assurances thata federal Superfund listing would notbe a federal takeover of the cleanup.But at the same time, the lawmakers
said, they got the feeiing the agency

won't wait forever for the state and areapaper companies to figure things out
themselves."I didn't get the feeling they can'twait to designate a Superfund site,"said Kohl. "They simply want all par-ties to get together. At the same time.

they feel a long time has gone by whennothing has been done."There are 40 tons of PCBs in theFox River between Neenah and GreenBay, all discharged by seven area papercompanies between 1957 and 1971 . Fif-teen years of negotiations and studies
Please see RIVER. BACK P£GE

Fox River Forward making finalpitch for Heritage designation: B-l

rthe • • • • • • •ruture
ftj .nver

: • : • • • ? ..•.••U:;-rJ*^.'-~t:r. .-•-.- '.'• J •-•**'..-X*3*t an. ——,--, : . . . . . , V f. .-.f V. . . . . : ! :.•!•:• ':,.^.. j .._ 1 _.: . . ;•_ .,sen, or the Asian teens Kou's older "It was probably wrong what I 'that hung open a£foss his loreiic«LT ;

R: Lawmakers hear deatils from EPA on Superfund status for Fox
From A-1
have not produced an agreementfor getting them out, however. Thechemicals are harmful to animalsand humans.Acting Assistant EPA Adminis-trator Timothy Fields has told thefour lawmakers and Gov. TommyThompson that he will decide soon
whether to seek Superfund statusfor the Fox River as a way to end
the delays in cleanup progress.

That decision is likely within the
next couple of months. If EPA does

seek Superfund status, it would trig-ger another agency review andanother final decision about sixmonths later.Feingold said Fields specificallytold lawmakers at Thursday's meet-ii g. though, that EPA's goal is not aSuperfund listing, and the senator
said he left the meeting with thefeeling Superfund status can beavoided.

He and the others reported threereasons why:
•No Superfund site has everbeen designated by EPA over a gov-

ernor's opposition, h ingold saidFields cited 30 cases when initialobjectioI to oth eitheip plans. or
•Even if Superfund status isdeclared, EPA has almost alwaysaccepted a state or local cleanupplan.•If the agency decides to moveforward and propose a Superfundlisting, it might be willing to put its

final action on hold while a local
cleanup agreement is hammeredout.

Thompson already has signaled

his opposition to a Superfund list-ing for the Fox River, andspokesman Kevin Keane said it'sbecause EPA has such a poor trackrecord of making progress on otherfederally designated sites.Feingold said he hopes the gov-ernor signals a willingness to atleast cooperate with the agency,though."If we engage in a flat refusal, I
think it will make it more likely that
the Fox River is listed as a Super-fund site," the senator said.In a written statement, Johnson

also prodded all sides of thecleanup to sit down and talk.
The Green Bay Democrat found isignificance in the EPA's willing-ness to delay any proposal for a

Superfund listing, but he said the j
agency would only put its action on
hold if it sees "substantive and '
good-faith negotiations between the (state and potentially responsible .;
parties."

"Unfortunately, the seats at the •
Fox River negotiating table are ;empty," Johnson said. '



.i riOOd,Appleton
Fertilizers might bethe bigger probl
Editor, The Post-Crescent*I attended the Sierra Club spon-sored public forum on April 27, thesame forum attended by yourreporter. I also heard Professor;.' _: Warren Porter speak. I heard him''^JJ'. say all the things reported with per-;/;:. haps one small exception. Profes-sor Porter talked primarily aboutthe effects of pesticides and herbi-cides on the population - notPCBs!He stated that the combinationof pesticides and PCBs had neverbeen studied, but never the less, heexpressed concern that they couldbe additive in their effects.I was surprised that a learnedindividual would be asked to speak:'• "_•. on agriculture chemicals when the' issue at hand is supposedly indus-trial in nature.He did raise an interesting pointThe real problem may be the con-

Another summer
of excessive algae
growth will be one
more warning of the

real problem
tinued nonpoint source contamina-tion from agriculture and urbansprawl. After we clean up thePCBs, will we be cleaning upresidues from fertilizer, pesticides,and herbicides? T^;s is the messageI believe Porter was giving us.Another summer of excessive algaegrowth will be one more warning ofthe real problem that dredging theFox River will never eliminate.Bob Hackinson,Appleton
You have to havepriorities straight
Editor, The Pbst-Crescent:Channel 41, Brewers and Bucks,$1 per month. NotApparently, Tune Warner can'tadd $ 1 plus tie $2.50 for the cablebox needed, bringing my total cable



YOUR VIEWSFox cleanup will require teamwork
IWHS^appointed to read The Post-Crescent'seditorial on April 29 regarding methods ofremediation for the Fox River. The P-Cchose
to focus the debate on which clean-up option is
preferred by Wisconsin's elected officials.More accurately, the point is whether or noti he Fox will be cleaned up at all.As a representative of the public, there ismuch I can clc to foster debate, bring informa-tion to the public, speak on behalf of my con-stituents, and ask the tough questions of thefederal authorities. I have done so, and I willcontinue to do so.However, as a member of the House of Rep-resentatives. I have neither a seat at the bar-gaining table nor a vote in Congress on the FoxRiver cleanup. This is appropriate Becausechoosing how to clean up the river should be aprocess independent of politics.It should be left up to the scientists.

IVly position on the Fox River cleanup isclear and consistent. I am working with all par-lics involved to move from confrontation tocooperation. I continue to maintain a healthydistrust of the hot rhetoric on both sides of thedebate, and instead I am searching for the com-
mon ground where, after more than a decade ofstudy, a solution can be found.

Finally, I have called for, and I prefer, a vol-
untary cleanup and restoration plan for the FoxRiver under a global agreement by all the par-t ics involved - but 1 have not discounted (nor

REP. JAYJOHNSON
do I possess the authority to stop) the real pos-sibility that the Wisconsin Department of Nat-ural Resources and the Environmental Protec-tion Agency will clean up the river in theabsence of such a global agreement.To that end, I am again calling for a resump-tion of negotiations to achieve a comprehensivesettlement. The continued delay in these vitalnegotiations can only lead to an increased fed-eral role in the cleanup.I believe that the test way to avoid the listingof the Fox River as a Superfund site is for thegovernmental and potentially responsible par-
ties to voluntarily agree on what to do, when todo it, and over what period of time.

It is a difficult task, but much has been
accomplished already. The state and federalgovernments have reached an agreement towork together on a cleanup plan. The papercompanies and the state have agreed to startwork on two pilot projects this summer. Legal
time-outs have been mutually established, and

millions have been spent to complete important
scientific studies of the river.We have come a long way. Every party 1 havetalked to who has a stake in this process saysthey want to clean up the Fox River. It is fromthis common ground that I believe a final agree-ment can be reached to clean up and restore
our river.

Further, I am confident that the necessarywork can be done in a fashion that will notthreaten the economic health of the Fox Rivtrcommunities. !No family in the Fox Valley will be wejl-
vent us from seeing the big picture, a clean F6xRiver. No amount of finger pointing willremove the toxins from the bottom of the Fox
River any faster.The only way we will clean up our waters andgive our children a healthy environment is by
moving forward together. \

t• Jay Johnson represents the 8th CongressionalDistrict of Wisconsin in the United States Houseof Representatives.
Editor's note: To clarify. The P-C's April 29 edi-torial to which Rep. Johnson refers did not askelected offic' 's to state which cleanup method forthe Fox Kin., that they prefer. It only stated thatthe Fox River Valley public deserves to knowwhere its elected officials stand on such an impor-
tant issue. '•



the Fox River
team uf volunteershits the banks of theriver for annual trashpick-up on Saturday

A BEER CAN and fast food wrappers await a volunteer during last year's trash pickup along the banks of the Fox River.Half a day means a lot to the river
ByEdCuttatw
f 1 toy found a case of beer cans lastI year, unopened. There was a set ofJL box springs from someone's bed.In one small area, near Horseshoe Parkin Kaukauna. volunteers picked upbetween 20 and 30 empty pirn bottles ofbourbon, all the same brand, all within a25-yard radius - all left behind, one couldassume, by the same lonely drinker.Mostly though, volunteers who gave ahalf day last spring to the Fox River (bank)Clean-up found and disposed of emptybeer and soda cans, old tires, empty motoroil containers and lots of paper and plastictrash,"It was a record year," said Tim Parkerof the Fox Valley chapter of the SierraClub. "We had over 300 people."They filled dozens of trash bins with thegarbage they removed from the banks ofthe river, working out of nine sites fromKaukauna to Menasha.It was an act of respect and admirationfor the river, an ecological spring cleaning.Now the call is going out for volunteersagain. The cleanup takes place this Satur-day, from 9 a.m. to noon.All you need are work gloves, a sturdypair of boots or shoes and clothes that canhandle the weather. The cleanup proceedsrain or shine.Experienced river cleaners bring alonga few of those small plastic shopping bags,the ones from Kohls or Shopto or Wal-

greens. While the Sierra Club provides allthe large trash bags and other equipmentthe small bags are convenient for tempo-rary trash storage.The Sierra Club is looking for helpers ofjunior high school age or older. Small chil-dren can accompany parents, but theymust be constantly supervised, for obvioussafety reasons."It's a big river, and it's a fast river,"Parker said.Volunteers do not enter, or even reachinto, the water. The cleanup takes place on
Please see RIVER, &3

Crane will clean debrisat High Cliff State Park
By Bwi JOTMS
Poot-Crocent tMI mtw

SHERWOOD - With the help of aconstruction crane, voiunteen win beginhauling decades-old trash from the baseof cliffs in High Cliff Sttte Park this Sat-urday.Park Supt Joe Hennlich said thatbefore modern methods of trash disposal,area farmers simply tossed their house-hold garbage off the cliff."Basically, if you name it, it's there,* hesaid. "It was an out of sight out of mindattitude."For yean, car parts, kitchen utensilsand tricycles were left to rust away in thewooded park.At 9 a.m. Saturday, volunteer workerswill meet at the pavilion, located in theupper portion of the park. At 10 am. thefour-hour trash removal project willbegin. Participants should bring workgloves, clothes they're willing to get dirtyand hiking boots.Assisted by the crane, workers willremove the garbage so it may be recycledor disposed of in a landfillThe event is sponsored by Friends ofHigh Cliff State Park.For more information on taking partin the cleanup, contact park naturalistCynthia Mueller at 920-989-1106.



FOX RIVER CUAWJP DAY last year drew more than 300 volunteers to retrieve cans bottles, boxsprings and various types of litter from the river banks.

: Volunteers sought for clean-up day
From B-1
the banks, which offer their ownchallenges.

"In some places you have tocrawl under the brush and down
some steep hills," Parker said "If than noon.

going to get damp."
To participate, simply show up atone of the meeting places by 9 a.m.Each site is staffed by Sierra Club

volunteers. They have fun. Parker
promises to cut you loose no later

it's muddy it gets pretty messy. If itrains out the night before, you are Anyone bringing a large group isencouraged to call Parker in

advance at 920-734-2017."We may need help at. one sitemore than another.' he said.
BSimilar and concurrent cleanupswill occur on the Fox River in GreenBay (call Rama Stoviak at 920-391-
4620) and on the fond du Lac River(call Susan Tesarik at 920-923-3033, ext 117.)
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SATURDAY, ?

RIVES: EPA official says PCBsin water cannot be ignored
I From A-1
! ing it on the Superfund list.j "From right now, it's probably ai three- to six-month time frame,"• Ullrich said. "If the parties involvedi work out their own agreement, thist may not be necessary."I UUrich said the Fox River pollu-tion is on a simi-lar scale with oth-er sites that areon the Supc"*nndlist He said thatif the river makesthe list, the EPAwill select fromthree to five dif-ferent plans for,the river.\ UUrich saiddredging wouldprobably play a big part in thecleanup plans.He has heard citizen complaintsthat dredging does more harm thangood, but says they are unfounded.He said that other dredging sites,including one near Chicago, haveproved to be extremely effective inreducing PCBs to safe levels.

"We do this in a lot of places,"UUrich said. "It's not rocket sci-

14 We do this in a lot
of places. "It's not
rocket science."

David UUrich, acting director of
EPA Region 5, referring to
dredging as a means of

removing PCBs from the river

ence.UUrich said the work is going tobe expensive, but is necessarybecause of the danger PCBs poseto the health of animals andhumans. PCBs have been linked tocancer in humans, and develop-mental problems in the children ofmothers who eat contaminatedfish.U.S. Rep. JayJohnson, D-Green Bay, saidcooperation, not
finger-pointir^,will ultimatelysolve the Fox Riv-er's pollutionproblems.Johnson, alon^with several otherstate lawmakers.has supported local cooperation indealing with the problem ratherthan an EPA-led cleanup.Johnson said science will pro-vide the answers of how to bestclean up the river.

"Clean water and public healthis at stake," Johnson said. "1 remainhopeful that we will see strongmovement in coming months. Weare getting somewhere."



Ignoring PCBs not an option, EPA official say
^^^^ ^^"^^ ^^^ M^f - .*K «A _T_ KjK ,*•*Fox River may be proposed for Superfund status in 30 to 60 days

"trie"""*utureBy Ben Jones
I 'osl-Crescent slatf writer

DE PERI. - An Environmen-tal Protection Agency officia'said Friday there are a number 01possible actions that could be tak-en to deal with Fox River poUu-tion, but ignoring PCBs imbed-ded in the river's sediment is not ___the right one. ^••••••••^•^
"If we do nothing, it could be ahundred years or more before PCB warnings are lift-ed," said David UUrich of Chicago, acting director ofHPA Region 5. "1 don't think that is fair to us or our

children."Ullrich's speech on ;:he Fox River was one of sever-al by public officials and professors Friday in the Wis-consin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters 128thannual conference hek in St. Norbert's College BemisInternational Center. The conference's theme was"Nurturing Wisconsin s Waterways."

nver
UUrich said that in comuigmonths, the Fox River may be giv-en Superfund status. .The EPA began to puisue thestatus last year following 15 yearsof studies and negotiationsbetween the state and several areapaper mills that discharged poly-chlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)into the Fox River. The chemicalsare used in electrical equipmentand in the manufacture of carbon-less papers.While the discharges ceased in 1971, UUrich said250,000 pounds of the substance are still imbued inthe river sediment, seeping into Green Bay at the rateof 600 pounds per year.UUrich said in the next 3O60 days, the EPA maypropose to put the project on the Superfund list. Afterone or two months of receiving comments, the EPAwiU review the comments and make a decision on plac-

Please see RIVER, A-6

Governor offers a rarecommentary on river cleanup
During a visit to Manawa Friday,

Gov. Tommy Thompson said hedoes not want the Fox River
declared a Superfund site._______

"I think it is a terrible mistake to
have it listed as a Superfund.
It just delays any improve-
ments to the Fox. We are
making progress. What
we need to do is work
together, the business-
es, the DNR, the com-
munities to help in
the improvement.
What the Super-
fund will do is just
polarize the parties,

create lawsuits and delay any
of cleanup.Bringing in the EPA and de<It under the Superfund is goinc
givafthe people who live on th<a bad image nationally. It K

going to hurt tourism s
thirdly, it is going to <
the progress, becai
you are going to dc
initiate lawsuits anc
is going to delay it.
much better to allow
the state level to we
with the compam
and the commur
and have the DN
supervise it."



SATURDAY,

RIVER: EPA official says PCBsin water cannot be ignored
From A-1
ing it on the Superfund list."From right now, it's probably athree- to six-month time frame,"Ullrich said. "If the parties involvedwork out their own agreement, thismay not be necessary."Ullrich said the Fox River pollu-tion is on a simi-lar scale with oth-er sites that areon the Superfundlist. He said thatif the river makesthe list, the EPAwill select fromthree to five dif-ferent plans forthe river.Ullrich saiddredging wouldprobably play a big part in the
cleanup plans.He has heard citizen complaintsthat dredging does more harm thangood, but says they are unfounded.He said that other dredging sites,including one near Chicago, haveproved to be extremely effective inreducing PCBs to safe levels.

"We do this in a lot of places,"Ullrich said. "It's not rocket sci-

"We do this in a lot
of places. "It's not
rocket science."

David Ullrich, acting director of
EPA Region 5, referring to
dredging as a means of

removing PCBs from the river

ence."Ullrich said the work is going tobe expensive, but is necessarybecause of the danger PCBs poseto the health of animals andhumans. PCBs have been linked tocancer in humans, and develop-mental problems in the children ofmothers who eat contaminatedfish.U.S. Rep. JayJohnson, D-Green Bay, saidcooperation, notfinger-pointing,will ultimatelysolve the Fox Riv-er's pollutionproblems.Johnson, alongwith several otherslate lawmakers,has supported local cooperation indealing with the problem ratherthan an EPA-led cleanup.Johnson said science \ ill pro-viue the answers of how to best
clean up the river.

"Clean water and public healthis at stake," Johnson said. "I remainhopeful that we will see strongmovement in coming months. Weare getting somewhere."
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Tfts nver is good, bintiming !s aU wrong
_^ "the Fox Cities Visitors & Convention Bureau recently- i commissioned a study cf the area, hoping to be toldJL what needs to be done to bring more tourism dollarsto the area.The 18-month study by Leisure Quest Inc., a Milwaukee-area consulting firm, showed that development should befocused on the Fox River, that the communities shouldnot alter themselves but develop "attracters" around ourgeography that would draw people to the area. The studysurveyed not only Fox Cities residents, but those from Mil-waukee and Chicago who had madecontact with the Visitors & Conven-tion Bureau.Rating high for both local and out-of-town residents were anaquarium/ecological center, a river-side promenade anc a riverfront festi-val park much like th* Summerfestgrounds in Milwaukee. Surveyrespondents stressed that whateverdevelopments are undertaken, theymust fit the community.We applaud the study, and wethank the Visitors & ConventionBureau for undertaking such a pro-jectWe agree that the Fox River is thearea's most prominent physical fea-ture. That's why our area is called theFox River Valley, obviously.

Having said that, however, we'reobviously concerned about spendinga lot of UT"estors' money on river-front development while a majordebate rages about how best to ridthe river of PCBs. We're concernedthat any development would be hurtby even the hint of the poisons thatlurk in the wa» rbed, or for that mat-ter, the water.All things being equal, if the river'shealth - and for that matter, the riv-er's impact on your health - weren'tan issue, we'd put our support behindusing the river as an regional attrac-tion. The kinds of developments list-ed in the survey would be great addi-tions to the Fox Cities.
We're reluctant to give that support. As long as thepaper companies and local, state and federal governmentsare at odds on the cleanup of the Fox, that would makeany infusion of local funds into a riverfront project a riskyinvestment at best. Unfortunately, that discussion couldlast another decade or so, leaving many projects in limbo.We don't want to be perceived as negative. We actuallyagree with the survey's suggestions, and we support theVisitors & Convention Bureau for seeking the answers.But we don't want to see anyone fail - especially thetaxpayers of our area - if their dollars are invested in ariverfront development that is deemed from me begin-ning.

nver
We're

concerned
that any
develop-

ment would
be hurt by
the hint of
the poisons

in the
waierbed.
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OJR VIEWS
The river is good, butthe timing is all wrong

f | Vie Fox Cities Visitors & Convention Bureau recentlyI commissioned a study of the area, hoping to be toldA what needs to be done to bring more tourism dollars
to the area.The 18-month study by Leisure Quest Inc., a Milwaukee-area consulting firm, shewed that development should befocused on the Fox River, that the communities shouldnot alter themselves but develop "atttacters" around ourgeography that would draw people to the area. The studysurveyed not only Fox Cities residents, but those from Mil-waukee and Chicago who had madecontact with the Visitors A Conven-tion Bureau.Rating high for botn local and out-of-town residents were anaquarium/ecological center, a river-side promenade and a riverfront festi-val park much like the Summerfestgrounds in Milwaukee. Surveyrespondents stressed that whateverdevelopments are undertaken, theymust fit the community.We applaud the study, and wethank the Visitors & ConventionBureau for undertaking such a pro-

jectWe agree that the Fox River is thearea's most prominent physical fea-ture. That's why our area is called theFox River Valley, obviously.
Having said that, however, we'reobviously concerned about spendinga lot of investors' money on river-front development while a majordebate rages about how best to ridthe river of PCBs. We're concernedthat any development would be hurtby even the hint of the poisons thatlurk in the waterbed, or for that mat-ter, the water.All things being equal, if the river'shealth - and for that matter, the riv-er's impact on your health - weren'tan issue, we'd put our support behindusing the river as an regional attrac-tion. The kinds of developments list-ed in the survey would be great addi-tions to the Fox Cities.

We're reluctant to give that support. As long as thepaper companies and local, state and federal governmentsare at odds on the cleanup of the Fox, that would makeany infusion of local funds into a riverfront project a riskyinvestment at best. Unfortunately, that discussion couldlast another decade or so, leaving many projects in limbo.We don't want to be perceived as negative. We actuallyg£ agree with the survey's suggestions, and we support theVisitors & Convention Bureau for seeking the answers.But we don't want to see anyone fail - especially thetaxpayers of our area - if their dollars are invested in ariverfront development that is doomed from the begin-ning.
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waterbed.
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t's time for areapaper companiesand federal environ-mental officials to"stop brandishingswords* and figureout a way to dean upthe Pox River onceand tot aU Sen.HcrtfcohJ aid Wed-nesday.After 25 yean of studies andnefotiationi on. how to handle 40tons of PCBs polluting the rfwfrom Neenah to Green Bay, faxValley residents have a right to be-litvs cleanup will finally oe forth-comiflg. the Democrat said in someof the strongest statements yet onthe issue by lawmakers represent-ing the Fox Villev hi CoflptK.Kohl Rep. Jay Johnson andRep, Tom P«lri wen all interviewedby The Post-Crctctnt this week onthe problems to the FOOL whoshould be held responsible forcleanup and how that cleanupshould proceed. Sen Ruts Fein-gold provided two written state-ments responding to rpcdflc ques-tions,
1b varying degrees, all four law-makers said they oppose mows bythe US. Environmental ProtectioaAgency Hut could lead to desJgaa-don or the Fox is « datiooal Suptr-fUod site, which could speed ctcan-

WHEBETHEYSTWID
How (l-rt Sera, fluw FBinoold and Herb KohL as v*fl at R»pe. Tom Petriand Jay Johr«or\, stand onTht Issues of cleaning up PCBs in the Fox River:

-up effort* but coold also rednce—f »«iv»*» «**** «MWU auo rcaulocal influence on how ffs done.But while PetrJ blamed the EPAtor yean of delay and Johnson saidfinger-pointing will do no good, ftwas Kohl whose comments echoeddie frustration many &e| with ihoeeon both sides of the debate,Of die EPA, whose record ofsuccess in other cleanups is spottyat best. Kohl said' 'Siiperfond des-

aieytwvevonm-
Mtretltndo.1oCPCB contain^rwdon and th«hazard! ttpojM.*

<fc When do you stand on dredging the river to rtmova PCBs?
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FLOW: Lawmakers speak out on Fox cleanup
From A-1
Saul: "1 would like to ]jop« they'renot just draoiaz their feet .. Wreput the point where we say we stfl)need moit preliminary *orX."All four lawmakers and theirtides defended themselves againstcrraea who Jay they've been silentin the debate over Fccc cleanup.Si:»cs the E?A, annoucced a yearago tlut it was considering whetherto pursue Supcrfund uaiiu for litrivw, lawmakers said they've spentconsiderable dme with federal andjtare officials. Ice*] group* andeach other trying to keep discus-sions moving alont•We've certainly made morsprocress in th« last year and a halfthan in the previous 11 years,* laidRep. J»y Johnson. Dtireen Bay,whose House district includes Thebggcat stretch of th« river1139 pol-luted noilei "There hasn't been asmuch trav«! tuck and fcrtli, the/ehasn't keen u much scUon oo ihiiin a long time."Still, u Johnion and the othe/irovotued in a letter Monday to theEPA afficul who will a«1te the'agency's docision. they haven'tbeen totally successful ia theirefforti. Whdc expreismg concernthat Supcrfaod ttatua could end updtla^ng the clnnup even AuthecJohnson, Petri, Feinjold and Kohla!io told Artint Aldstant Adminis-uor Timothy Fields that they*eic unahU to wdth in on the tech-nical merits of such a llstlnt-became the afsocy hu never toldthairvitt criteria.In his Mtemcnt on the istu*,Fctoeold said he wiH not makt uphis mind on SuptrfUnd status uctvEPA ofHdals talk to lawmakersabout the level of PCBs In the FanRiver and the hazards they pose.•(Supcrfund) luting is a science-bos«d decision,* the Democrat «aidin his statemcm. If th« Fox Rivercontains «nou<h contanunatUm. itwill icore high enough to be placedon tha... list t think the citizens of'

PCB CONTAMINATION in the Rw RNor and ho*to ctean it up hasbeen a contenttoys i&aue for 15 yeert
Ui» Fox VUky, .and all partiesInvolved to this detaup. deserve toknow the rcMoos why EFAbekievesthis »fte should be Kited"Feinaoid was kss atanned, how-ever, abom the possibility of thatlining than Pan.A decision by EPA to MeltSuperfuod starus for the riverwould not affect paper companiw'ability to neaoiiate cleanup meth-ods. Pebuold said. Peui, howevtr,ttid he doesn't went to see theprocess dominated by 'eomc Wuh-meun bureauciat"ntri. R-Fond da Lac, blamedthe EftV rather than the papercompanies, for delays."It's not u though they haven'tstepped tip to bat or aren't tryini tobe jood ctiizens.' he said, "they

ban corae up with tbair iohirtoaj.They have beeo running into oppo-sition instead of support from iheEPA."Joiimon talked more of a fineline Flnjer-poiirttng hat causedevecy delay in the cieannp so Ikr. hasaid, Cooperation ha* paved theway for every step forward.I'm for ckaioni tip th* Fox Riv-er sooner rathar (nan hid. cooper-atively nthertnan conrrontaiional-iy," he said. "I dont ihink. It duesuoy good to point finjert."Kohl uid lx«. too. aeeki coop«ra-tion in the cleanup. And hU com-mants Jndiottcd io ihiaks a jooilpuih ifl necettary."We have to put the pr«$iir» onboth siAt* - public irw prjvJle -.0 n't down »nd argue (i solution)."
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sliows need for a new facility

Editor, The Post-Crescent:
We have toured the existing Hor-

tonville High School and Hor-tonville Elementary School duringa school day and would like toshare our observations.
31 There are no unused class-

rooms in the high school/ elemen-
tary school building.3 We observed many class?rooms filled to 23-24 students.3 It is our opinion that the phys-ical classroom size in this buildingwould not easily accommodatemore than 24 students. It is possi-ble that increased classroom num-bers in rooms this size could resultin disciplinary problems andadversely affect the learning experi-ence.S The school district's strategicplan looks to a desired maximumof 24 students per classroom.• Some teachers in the highs-hool do not have a home roomand must transport their posses-sions on a cart from classroom toclassroom.• At times there is an intermin-gling of high school and elemen-tary school students in the hall-ways.• Elementary and high schoolstudents share the cafeteria at thesame time.• Elementary art classrooms arelocated in the high school.
• An elementary room, once asmall gym, is now classroom space.The media room once used by thewhole elementary school is now ahigh school room. There is nospace available for growth. Growthprojections for our district sb0"'steadily increasing c..iollmentIt is our opinion that a new facil-ity must be built to meet the needsof the growing student body.We see this new facility as areplacement facility with room forgrowth. It will replace the existingHortonville Elementary School.This facility will allow for thegrowth in our elementary schooland high school. As parents, and astaxpayers, of the Hortonville

There is no space
available for growth.
Projections for our

district show steadily
increasing
enrollment.

IT"

School District, we plan to look tothe future and provide our childrenwith the educational opportunitiesthey deserve.We plan to vote yes May 19.Linda Heyes,HortonvilleJoan Burrill,Carl Matson,Greenville
Some Superfundfactors to consider
Editor, The Post-Crescent\ would like to mention a coupleof points that I think the people ofthe Fox Cities should take into con-sideration before writing to theirCongressmen to urge them not tomake the Fox River a Superfundsight:1. Aspen, Colo., was a designat-ed cleanup sight due to miningwastes. This designation doesn'tseem to be hurting their to'—'sm.2. The paper companies alwayspoint out how the PCBs are buriedunder a foot or two of sedimentnow and if we start dredging we'llstir them up. First of all, moderndredging equipment minimizeshow much sediment escapes be-cause of a filtering process that isused. Second, the surface water isonly a part of the concern. BuriedPCBs can and do get into thegroundwater! Why aren't they con-cerned about this?3. The companies also point outhow many times Superfund issuesare tied up in court for years andyears and that this is a waste of tax-payers' money. Who is doing the
»«»»»»»••»»»»««»«•»«»•••

tying? It's <he companies who are
responsible for cleaning up! If theywould just get it done and net liti-gate every step of the way, the
paper companies would save thetaxpayers loads of money.From all I've read and heard, I
believe the paper industry is more
concerned with its bottom line
than with the bottom of the Fox
River. Dean Simon,Appleton
a /. :^rs must be signed and include
a tele pi'.' ne number where the writercan be reached during the day.
frames will be withheld only if suffi-
cient reason is given. Letters should
be limited to 300 words. They will be
condense^ if necesaary for clar.:\ >v
; ./ • ( . ' ./r , . ' • . ' . . . . . - . ' . . , ' .Y.'.Y/ /LettersThe Post-Crescent

P. 0. Box 59Appleton, Wl 54912
or e-mail it to:PCNews@Athenetnet
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Beetletnania iVW Beetle is trip down I

memory lane for some |prospective customers
Auto Showcase
On Saturday

rr:h III lime
Hearthstone recreatesoriginal Victorian paintschemes as part of itsmajor renovation
Hpn v» c« vcr r-

Lewinsky not
immune toprosecution,
judge rules

WASHINGTON (AP) - Giv-ing prosecutors new leverage, ajudge has decided there was nodeal granting Monica Lewinsky im-munity from criminal charges inthe investigation into an allegedpresidential affair and cover-up.The Associated Press has learned.The decision, still undersea!, is asetback for Lewinsky's lawyers,who had maintained that Whitewa-ter prosecutors had a binding ag-reement not to prosecute the for-mer White House intern in ex-change for her cooperation.Now. Lewinsky s lawyers willhave to appeal or seek otheravenues to remove their client fromthe possibility of criminal prosecu-tion.Her chief lawyer, William Gins-burg, said Wednesday night he had

Valley lawmakers sound off on progress towardridding Fox River of PCBs, and who is at fault for delaysWORDS FLOW
nver

ByBobVttaU
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

Washington
t's time for areapaper companiesand federal environ-mental officials to"stop brandishingswords" and figureout a way to clean upthe Fox River onceand for all. Sen.Herb Kohl said Wed-nesday.After 15 years of studies andnegotiations on how to handle 40tons of PCBs polluting the riverfrom Neenah to Green Bay, FoxValley residents have a right to be-lieve cleanup will finally be forth-coming, the Democrat said in someof the strongest statements yet onthe issue by lawmakers represent-ing the Fox Valley in Congress.Kohl, Rep. Jay Johnson andRep. Tom Petri were all interviewedby The PostCrtxent this week onthe problems in the Fox, whoshould be held responsible forcleanup and how that cleanupshould proceed. Sen. Russ Fein-gold provided two written state-ments responding to specific ques-tions.To varying degrees, all four law-makers said they oppose moves bythe U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency that could lead to designa-tion of the Fox as a national Super-fund site, which could speed clean-up efforts but could also reducelocal influence on how it's done.But while Petri blamed the EPAfor years of delay and Johnson saidringer-pointing will do no good, itwas Kohl whose comments echoedthe frustration many feel with thoseon both sides of the debate.Of the EPA, whose record ofsuccess in other cleanups is spottyat best. Kohl said: "Superfund des-ignation often means the beginningof a long process leading nowhere.Of the seven area paper compa-nies that stopped putting PCBs intothe river years ago but say theyneed more time to get them out, he

Please see FLOW, BACK PAGE

FD*CnM Hi <taa O, Simon C**»WHERE THEY STAND
How (l-r) Sens. Russ Feingold and Herb Kohl, as well as Reps. Tom Petriand Jay Johnson, stand on the issues of cleaning up PCBs in the Fox River:

*I wifl not make afinal decision -..until the EPA
brieb the delega-tion on the levelof PCB contami-
nation and thehazards it poses.'

There's no ques-tion EPA h*aa
role to play •-• but Ithink my singleplayer should bethe party that getsto make aO theimportant deci-sions."

Should the EPA Rst the Fox River as a national Soperfund stte
•1 think It WDoWb*better to have the
(Wisconsin) DNRlead the effort asthey have volun-
teered to do.'

•I'm for the cooper-
ative effort we haveseen."

< r Where do you stand on dredging the river to remove PCBs?
"An appropriatecleanup planshould be chosen(cooperatively).'

"We need to took
at options. If s one

option.'
"I don't think »one-
steefifealtalution
for everywhere Inthe river makessense.'

•It's one solution.We don't know
dredging is going to
be the ultimate solu-

tion."

I ]

un

a As a lawmaker, what is your rote In the process?
•Ihavebeen ' "Wehavetoput : -Working to make , Td rather see scl-invorvedlnthe '• pressure on both j sureasenslble -, enttsts decide ondeanupmy '; sides - public and ; cleanup ptan Is : the best methods
entiretiraein 1 private.' : developed.' : than pohtidara.

office.' :
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FLOW: Lawmakers speak out on Fox cleanup
From A-1
said: "I would like to hope they'renot just dragging their feet . . . . We'repast the point where we say we stillneed more preliminary work."All four lawmakers and theiraides defended themselves againstcritics who say they've been silentin the debate over Fox cleanup.Since the EPA announced a yearago that it was considering whetherto pursue Superfund status for theriver, lawmakers said they've spentconsiderable time with federal andstate officials, local groups andeach other trying to keep discus-
sions moving along."We've certainly made moreprogress in the last year and a halfthan in the previous 11 years," saidRep. Jay Johnson, D-Green Bay,whose House district includes thebiggest stretch of the river's 39 pol-luted miles. "There hasn't been asmuch travel back and forth, therehasn't been as much action on this
in a long time."Still, as Johnson and the othersrevealed in a letter Monday to theEPA official who will make theagency's decision, they haven'tbeen totally successful in theirefforts. While expressing concernthat Superfund status could end updelaying the cleanup even further,
Jonnson' Petp' Feinaold and Kohlalso told Acting Ass^iant Admin>trator Timothy Fields that theywere unable to weigh in on the tech-—— nical merits of such a listingbecause the agency has never told

i said, them its criteria,have In his statement on the issue,since Feingold said he will not make uphis mind on Superfund status untilazing EPA officials talk to lawmakersirtion about the level of PCBs in the Foxitil 10 River and the hazards they pose."(Superfund) listing is a science-abor- based decision," the Democrat saidstate ^ his statement. "If the Fox Rivercontains enough contamination, itto a will score high enough to be placedon the ... l'«it I think the citijens of

Poel-Owcent Us otx*> by Dan Power*
PCB COKTAMINAT10N in the Fox River and how to clean it up has
been a contentious issue for 15 years.

ounty
JSttO

the Fox Valley, and all partiesinvolved in this cleanup, deserve toknow the reasons why EPA believesthis site should be listed."Feingold was less aiarmed, how-ever, about the possibility of that
listing than Petri.A decision by EPA to seekSuperfund status for the riverwould not affect paper companies'ability to negotiate cleanup meth-ods, Feingold said. Petri, however,said he doesn't want to see theprocess dominated by "some Wash-ington bureaucrat."Petri, R-Fond du Lac, blamedthe EPA, rather than the papercompanies, for delays."It's not as though they haven'tstepped up to bat or aren't trying tobe good citizens," he said. "They
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have come up with their solutions.They have been running into oppo-sition instead of support from the
EPA."Johnson wall' .d more of a fheline. Finger-pointing has causedevery delay in the cleanup so far, hesaid. Cooperation has paved theway for every step forward."I'm for cleaning up the Fox Riv-er sooner rather than later, cooper-atively rather than confrpntational-ly," he said. "I don't think it doesany good to point fingers."Kohl said he, too, seeks coopera-tion in the cleanup. And his com-ments indicated he thinks a good
push is necessary."We have to put the pressure onboth sides - public and private -to sit down and argue (a solution)."
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Fox Cities needs 4attracters'to draw tourists^ says study

:ies Monday.

ut in my face byed to have then events," Dunv; were jammed; to 20 serving
day of Majorthe grill served; newest expan-mpa Ray Blue
to appear atCola

Riverwalk, aquariumcould be possibilities
By Don Castonia
Post-Crescent staff writer

The Fox Cities is a great place tolive, but it needs to take advantageof the Fox River to make it a desti-nation point for tourists and visi-tors.John Ricks, head of LeisureQuest Inc., a Milwaukee-based trav-el and tourism consulting Finn, saidthe Fox Cities should pursue devel-opment of the river front, "but notchange who we are."Leisure Quest was hired by theFox Cities Convention & VisitorsBureau 18 months ago to study thearea and develop strategies to assistthe Bureau's Capital DevelopmentCommittt; in better defining itsrole in making the Fox Cities a visi-tor destination.The results were presented at acommunity forum at RiverviewCountry Club Wednesday.Ricks said that his team surveyednot only Fox Cities residents, butpeople from Milwaukee and Chica-go who had made previous con-tacts with the Convention and Visi-tors Bureau, as to what types of

attractions the Fox Cities should
develop.Currently, he said, the Fox Citieshas several "attractions," placesthat people will visit since they arealready here. What is lacking is"attracters," the type of place thatpeople to will come here to see.The locals and out-of-townerswere not too far apart on what theyfelt was needed here to hold thelocal interest and also become adestination for visitors.For local residents, an aquari-um/ecological center rated firstboth as a place they would visit andwould like to see developed. Ariverwalk promenade ranked sec-ond in both categories.For Milwaukee and Chicago res-idents surveyed, the riverwalkpromenade was the top potentialattraction, followed by a riverfro1

festival park. But, said Ricks, "theystressed making it (the attractions)fit the community."He said the Fox River is thearea's top feature and that theaquarium/ecological center andother attractions that ranked highon the local resident list, such as aperforming arts center, "would bemore attractive if they are part of ariver development."

He urged the Bureau's CapitalDevelopment Committee to investi-gate riverfront development as ameans to provide a focus for theFox Cities, while providing a com-mon development thread.At the same time, he recom-mended a series of attractions,rather than a single mega-develop-ment, to potentially involve most ofthe Fox Cities communities.Ricks said he and his team spentthree days "playing tourist. We tooka visitors guide and went to all ofthe places listed."What they found, he said, wasmany good attractions which wereunevenly distributed through thearea, developed more with a localinterest than an area interest.While Ricks did not get into theFox River locks issue. Bob Miller,head of Miller, Wagner, Ccenen &McMahon Inc., who led the studyof potential development sites onthe river, said "we need to thinkabout the locks land if the Corps ofEngineers pulls out."The committee inventoried sitesfrom Lake Winnebago throughKaukauna that it saw as havingpotential. But the mapping alsoshowed extensive river frontagethat is now owned by the corps. .



Valley lawmakers sound off on progress towardridding Fox River of PCBs, and who is at fault for delaysWORDS FLOW
By Bob Vital*

Post-Cnecenl VMftlngton bureau
Washington

t's time for areapaper companiesand federal environ-mental officials to"stop brandishingswords* and figureout a way to clean upthe Fox River onceand for ail. Sea.Herb Kohl said Wed-nesday.After 15 yean of studies andnegotiations, on Jxw to bandk40.tons of PCBs poflutmg die riverfrom Neenah to? Oieen Bay, Box"" " iaqghttobe-•IfybeJbrnV-_ ,_ _ Haidtasomeof the strongest statements- yet onthe issue by lawmakers represent-ing the Fbz Valley in Congress. .Kohl. Rep. Jay Johnson andRep. Tom Petri were all interviewedby The PofrCresctnt this week onthe problems in the Fox, whoshould be held responsible forcleanup and how .that cleanupshould proceed. Sen. Russ Fern-gold provided two written state-ments responding to specific <|Ut».tions. J-S;Tov g degrees, all four law-makers *uj they oppose moves bythe U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency that could lead to designa-tion of the Fox as a national Super-fund site, which could speed clean-up efforts but could also reducelocal influence on how it's done.But while Petri blamed the EPAfor yean of delay and Johnson saidringer-pointing will do no good, itwas Kohl whose comments echoedthe frustration many feel with thoseon both sides of the debate.Of the EPA, whose record ofsuccess in other cleanups is spottyat best. Kohl said: "Superfund des-ignation often means the beginninaof a long process leading nowhere.Of the seven area paper compa-nies that stopped putting PCBs intothe river yean ago but say theyneed more time to get them out, he
Please see FLOW, BACK PAGE

WH0E THEY STAND
How (k) Sens. Russ FetngbW and Herb Kohl, as well as Reps. Tom Petriand Jay Johnson, stand on the Issues of cleaning up PCBs in the Fox River:

1 wfll not nuke a
final decision...until the EPAbriefs the delega-(km on the level
ofPCBconumt-nation and thehaxardsitpoaes.'

oooEMhMarole to play., but Idarftttnkaiqr
should b

<fc Should the EPAfcttti«Fo«R»wr«sai«t*o««iSop*rfundstte?
ItbJnkttoouldbebaiter to nave (he
(WHoamin)DNRle^uweflbrtas
IhcjrnavevDhin-
teendtodo.'

Tm tor the cooperative effort we have

tint
Q: Where do you stand OH dredging the river to remove PCBs?

•It's one solution.We don't know
dredging is going to
be the ultimate solu-tion.'

'An appropriatecleanup planshould btduoen(coopendwr/).'
•fcoptiora> 1ft oraoption.'

•I have beeninvolved in the
cleanup myentire time inoffice.'

-W» haw to put
aide*

•Idontthinkaone-ab»Ata«ll«ohition
fcr everywhere in
the river makes

0: As a lawiMlMr, what b your role in the process?
•Wortdng to m»te
sunaaensible
cleanup plan udeveloped.'

"I'd rather aee «>entiat> decide onthe beat methodsthan politicians.'
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FLOW: Lawmakers speak out on Fox cleanup
From A-1
said: "I would like to hope they'renot just dragging their feet... We'repast the point where we say we stillneed more preliminary work."All four lawmakers and theiraides defended themselves againstcritics who say they've been silentin the debate over Fox cleanup.Since the EPA announced a yearago that it was considering whetherto pursue Superfund status for theriver, lawmakers said they've spentconsiderable time with federal andstate officials, local groups andeach other trying to keep discus-sions moving along."We've certainly made moreprogress in the last year and a halfthan in the previous 11 years," saidRep. Jay Johnson, CVGreen Bay.whose House district includes thebiggest stretch of the river's 39 pol-luted 'miles. "There hasn't been asmuch travel back and forth, therehasn't been as much action on thisin a long time."Still, as Johnson and the othersrevealed in a letter Monday to theEPA official who will make theagency's decision, they haven'tbeen totally successful in theirefforts. While expressing concernthat Superfund status could end updelaying the cleanup ™»n further,Johnson, . etri, Feingo— and Kohlalso told Acting Assistant Adminis-trator Timothy Fields that theywere unable to weigh in on the tech-nical merits of such a listingbecause the agency has never toldthem its criteria.In his statement on the issue,Feingold said he will not make uphis mind on Superfund status untilEPA officials talk to lawmakersabout the level of PCBs in the FoxRiver and the hazards they pose,"(Superfund) listing is a science-based decision," the Democrat saidin his statement. "If the Fox Rivercontains enough contamination, itwill score high enough to be placedon the ... list. I think the citizens of

PoMOaort n* ptnk> by tan POMK
PCB CONTAMINATION in the Fox River and how to clean it up has
been a contentious issue for 15 years.
the Fox Valley, and all partiesinvolved in this cleanup, deserve toknow the reasons wiiy EPA believesthis site should be listed."Feingold was less alarmed, how-ever, about the possibility of thatlisting than Petri.A decision by EPA to seekSuperfund status for the riverwould not affect paper companies'ability to negotiate cleanup meth-ods, Feingold said. Petri, however,said he doesn't want to see theprocess dominated by "some Wash-ington bureaucrat."Petri, R-Fond du Lac, blamedthe EPA, rather than the papercompanies, for delays."It's not as though they haven'tstepped up to bat or aren't trying tobe good citizens," he said. "They

have come up with their solutions.They ̂ ave been running into oppo-sitioi. ̂ istead of support from theEPA."Johnson walked more of a fineline. Finger-pointing has causedevery delay in the cleanup so far, hesaid. Cooperation has paved theway for every step forward."I'm for cleaning up the Fox Riv-er sooner rather than later, cooper-atively rather than confrontational-ly," he said. "I don't think it doesany good to point fingers."Kohl said he, too, seeks coopera-tion in the cleanup. And his com-ments indicated he thinks a goodpush is necessary."We have to put the pressure onboth sides - public and private -to sit down afd argue (a solution)."
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OUR VIEWS
We deserve to know whereour leaders stand

t J The issue of cleaning up the Fox River is not new. TheI river's PCB deposits ha^e been known for years. In-L the past yar, however, debate has heated up aboutthe method of remediation. There are many cleanupoptions, some more costly than others and some moreeffective than others. The implications are huge. Indu^tries that have long been the sconrm-ic backbone of this area are m a MU.^of peril. Jobs could be lost Environ-mentalists, government agencies andmunicipalities all have a stake.This so inds like an issue that needspolitical leadership. But political lead-ership from the congressmen and sen-ators who serve the Fox Valley hasbeen in short supply:That's inexcusable.
The cleanup of the Fox River coulddwarf the proposed Crandon mine asWisconsin's major environmentalproblem. The economic health of oneof the state's most vital areas hangs inthe balance.Still, neither of the congressmenand neither of the senators had astance on this issue until questioned by The PC last week.When they are in.a position to make a difference, whentt — can help calm the waters between the EPA, the DNRana the paper companies, our representatives la Congresshave to be goaded to speak.

The four sent a letter to the EPA that, hi essence, said,"All the parties need to work together." How brave, howinsightful.And how far behind the issue. The Fox cleanup is anissue that demands a strong public stance by our represen-tatives, working for the people of the Fox River Valley.To those representatives, we have one simple request:Let us know where you stand on the matter. Soon.Time is running out

To be a parent, you mustdo right by your children

A computer prtfrevenue without (
Post-Crescent makes a reasonable1 ("Wisconsin's computer tax takes a I

JL business," April 26) that a personal ?on computer hardware and soft-ware creates the image ihat Wis-consin is behind the eight ball whenit comes to attracting and fostering
high-technology companies. yl.»But the newspaper too readily }_\^brushes off the concerns of localgovernment leaders that hcmsown-
ers and Main Street merchants will
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nverLawmakerssend letterof cautionon cleanup
Letter snys federal Superfund classification ofFox River could divide the parties who need tofind consensus on how to clean the waterway



By Bob Vrtale
Post-Crescent Washington bureau

WASHINGTON - The factthat federal officials are even con-sidering Superfund status for theFox River has begun to divide thevery groups that should be comingtogether on a cleanup plan, Wis-consin lawmakers warned the U.S.Environmental Protection Agencyon Monday.In a letter to ActingAssistant EPA Admin-istrator Timothy Fields,who will decide shortlywhether to seek the fed-eral designation as away to move cleanupforward, the region'srepresentatives in Con-gress cautioned theaction could have theopposite of its desiredeffect"We support a con-sensus-based approachto remediation and re-
storation of the Fox in-volving all interests:federal, state, local, tri-bal, private companies,and environmental andother interest groups,"the letter said. "We feelthat if either the listing decision orthe remediation of the Fox be-comes mired ui litigation, our con-stituents, the greater Fox ecosystemand the Great Lakes Basin will b;the losers."The letter was signed by U.S.Reps. Jay Johnson and Tom Petri,as well as Sens. Russ Feingold and

Herb K.OW.Kohl issued a separate statementMonday saying his bigkest concernabout the long-awaited cleanup of40 tons of PCBs between Neenahand Green Bay is that the wholematter will end up in court."Nobody wants PCBs buried inthe river to continually be washedinto Green Bay for the next 10 to20 years," the senator's statementread. "I think it makes a lot moresense to negotiate nowinstead of through abunch of lawyers."If lawyers get in-volved, Kohl said,"we'll have lawyerswho clean up, insteadof a cleaned-up river."The EPA, frustratedwith 15 years of studiesand negotiations be-tween the state and sev-en area paper mills thatdischarged PCBs intothe Fox River, began itsprocess a year ago toconsider the river as afederal Superfund site.That designationwould put the federalgovernment in chargeof the cleanup - al-though it has an agree-ment to let the Wisconsin Depart-ment of Natural Resources overseethings - and pass the bill along tothe paper companiesIn their letter k ,e EPA, thefour Wisconsin lawmakers com-plained to Fields that they have not

"If lawyersget involved,we'll havelawyers whocleanup,instead of acleaned-upriver."
SEN. HERBKOHI

Please see LETTER, BACK PAGE
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FORUM: Meeting outlines health dangers of Fox River PCBs
From A-1

"PCBs are an immune suppres-sant," he said.Polychlorinated biphenyls(PCBs) are long-lasting, man-madechemicals used in electrical equip-ment and in the manufacture ofcarbonless papers. Area paper millsdischarged tons of these chemicalsinto the Fox River from 1957 to1971, when they were banned.PCBs cling to soil particles inthe river im! ore slowly releasedinto the aquatic environment wherethey accumulate in fish and moveup the food chain. They have beenlinked to deformities in wild ani-mals-, increased risk of cancer inhumans and developmental prob-lems in the children of motherswho eat contaminated fish.In a pregnant woman, PCBs andother chemicals, such as thosefound in commercial weed killers-~«<1 pesticides, induce changes inoid activity that affect growth•»_^is in the fetus, according toPorter."If the thyroid level gets jackedup, or suppressed, that crosses theplacenta, affecting the thyroid hor-mone in the fetus in ways that canaffect brain development perma-nently," Porter said.He said federal health agenciesare not even subjecting these chem-icals to the type of tests that wouldmimic real-life exposure.He said his research shows that"pulse dosing" or the concentratedspurts at which toxins enter thebody, is harmful at ̂ "ch lower lev-els than traditional . J i g methodsshow.
Other research demonstratesthat these health effects don't occurin a biological vacuum.For instance, a healthy, well-fedperson who is well stocked withimmune agents might sustain a

*v
SOME OF THE MORE than 160 attendees of a public forum Morv
day in Kimberly listen intently to information abc«t the harmful
health effects of PCBs.

"pulse dose" of PCBs or dioxinswith no measurable harm, while amalnourished person, or onewhose immune system has beenslightly suppressed, could beinjured by the same dose.Man-made chemicals releasedinto the environment are likely tocause a host of human ailments,from birth defects and learning dis-abilities to aggressive behavior,adult onset diabetes and cancer.Porter said.If chemical contamination per-sists, he said, society will experi-ence heightened levels of aggressivebehavior by individuals whose ner-vous systems have been altered,there will be more cases of adultonset diabetes, more species of ani-mals will become extinct and therewill be higher rates of cancer inchildren.
The public forum was sponsored

by the Sierra Club and the CleanWater Action Council, with sup-port from area fishing clubs andconservation organizations.ft had been scheduled by thestate Department of NaturalResources, which canceled it.Outraged at the cancellation.environmentalists resurrected themeeting and obtained commit-ments from three of the four speak-ers recruited by the DNR.But aU three of those speakerscanceled last week, leaving Porteras the only technical speaker on theagenda. Environmentalists chargedthat the government health agen-cies bowed to political pressure.Three staff members of the Sier-ra Club Tilled in for the missing gov-ernment health experts.
Eric Uram presented researchthat he said shows 60% of womenwho eat contaminated fish from

Lake Michigan are not aware of
health advisories on those fish.Eight of 10 fishermen from minori-ty ethnic groups are also unaware
of them.Brett Hulsey showed slides ofcormorants with twisted beaks, andsaid scientists found 40 times thenumber of these deformities inGreen Bay birds as compared withother parts of the Great Lakes.He said that two separate stud-ies, one on Lake Michigan and theother on Lake Erie, show that thechildren of mothers who regularlyeat contaminated fish from LakeMichigan have lower birth weights,lower reading and math compre-hension scores, and lower 1Qscores at the age of 11."We are starting to build a largebody of evidence. The polluterscan't deny they are hurting peopleanymore," Hulsey said.Emily Green, of the Sierra
Club's Clean Sediments Project,said cleanup projects in other areasof the country show that dredgingcan be accomplished without stir-ring up the sediments.The most contentious cleanupissue, she said, will be the mannerin which the dredge soils are han-dled. The Sierra Club supportsinnovative treatment technologiesthat destroy the PCBs, but acknowl-edges that these are terribly expen-sive.As a fall-back position, the SierraClub supports placing the PCBs inlandfills on property owned andmanaged by the paper companieswho discharged the chemicals.Whatever happens, she said, willdepend on the public."This cleanup won't happenwithout the support of the peopleof the Fox Valley," she said. "It has-n't moved anywhere where citizenshaven't played an active role."

LETTER: Superfund questioned GROUP: Annexation opposed
From A-1
been fully informed by the agencyabout the methods officials areusing to evaluate the river's status.They contend the Fox has neverscores in an EPA ranking(tern that merit its inclusion onSuperfund list, although theysaid they understand the agencyhas changed its evaluation meth-ods. Although the lawmakers statedtheir support in the letter for con-sensus on the cleanup, they did notfirmly state any opposition to a

Superfund listing. In his statement.Kohl expressed doubt that a Super-fund listing would speed things up,though. The typical Superfundcleanup project now lasts 10 yean,he said. He also cited a GeneralAccounting .Office report that only'half of the money for Superfundsites actually goes toward cleanupefforts. The rest goes for legal costs.FeingoW and Petri were unavail-able for comment Monday. Aspokesman for Johnson said theGreen Bay Democrat was returningto Washington but thought "the let-ter speaks for itself."
-—- nuss remenlrf ,

From Ar1
shed board, plus reach some mem-bers of the Appleton CommonCouncil, said Bender.The town will hold an. informa-tional meeting May 5 to air the pro-posed annexation. But under a 7-year-old boundary agreement withthe city, the town is precluded frommounting a formal legal challengeto the annexation."I don't mind the high school,but I don't like the procedure thecity is doing to get the high schoolout here," said Bender. "I'm hoping

we could shoot it in the foot rightnow. I wish they'd find a different
site."Bender expressed other fears,noting that Appleton North High
School is just a mile east."The traffic out here is going tobe horrendous," he said.Kathy Mueller, an annexationopponent whose Schuh Roadhome was one of those bypassed inthe city's annexation map, said thecommunity's welfare is at stake."It's a community effort to pro-tect one another from loss of land,loss of homes and high taxes."
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riverLawmakerssend letterof cautionon cleanup
Letter says federal Superfund classification ofFax. River could divide the parties who need tofind consensus on how to clean the waterway
ByBobVKato Herb KohLKohl issued a separate statementMonday saying his biggest concernWASHINGTON - The fact about the tonwwaited cleanup ofthat federal officials are even con- 40 tons of PCB« between Neenahsideting Superfund status for the and Green Bay is that the wholeFox River has begun to divide the matter will end up in courtvery groups that should be coming "Nobody wants PCBs buried intogether on a cleanup plan, Wis- the river to continually be washedcousin lawmakers warned the U.S. into Green Bay for the next 10 toEnvironmental Protection Agency 20 years,' the senator's statementon Monday. read. "I think it makes a lot moreIn a letter to Acting ^^MÎ ^^M sense to negotiate now^ •̂"^^ instead of through abunch of lawyers.If lawyers get in-volved. Kohl said,"well have lawyerswho clean up, insteadof a deaned-op river."The EPA. frustrated

Assistant EPA Admin-istrator Timothy Fields,who will decide shortlywhether to seek the fed-eral designation as away to move cleanupforward, the regionsrepresentatives in Con-gress cautioned the•"•""n could have thesite of its desiredeffect"We support a con-sensus-based approachto remediation and re-storation of the Fox in-volving all interests:federal, state, local, tri-bal, private companies,and environmental andother interest groups,"the tetter said. *We fedthat if either the listing decision orthe remediation of the Fox be-comes mired in litigation, our con-stituents, the greater Fox ecosystemand the Great Lakes Basin will bethe losers."The letter was signed by U.S.Reps. Jay Johnson and Tom Petri,as well as Sens. RUM Feingold and

If lawyersget involved,well havelawyers whocleanup,instead of adeaned-upriver."
SEN. HERBKOHL

with 15 yean of studiesand negotiations be-tween the state and sev-en area paper nulls thatdischarged PCBs intothe Foot River, began itsprocess a year ago toconsider the river as afederal Superfund site.That designationwould put the federalgovernment in chargeof the cleanup - al-though it has an agree-ment to let the Wisconsin Depart-ment of Natural Resources overseethings - and pass the bin along tothe paper companies.In their letter to the EPA. thefour Wisconsin lawmakers com-plained to Fields that they have not
Please see LETTER, BACK PAGE



Kimberly hosts forum on
health dangers of PCBs
By Ed Culhane
Post-Crescent staff writer

KIMBERLY - Despite the1 Ith-hour cancellations of key gov-ernment speakers, more than 160people showed up Monday eveningto hear about the detrimentalhealth effects of Fox River PCBsand how dredging is an option incleaning up the river.Warren Porter, a professor ofzoology at the University of Wis-consin, took the audience on a tour

of pollution history and then zero-ed in on thr molecules of the ani-mal and human cell, where the bas-ic processes of life occur.He explained how man-madechemicals, even at extremely min-ute levels, can disrupt those pro-cesses, causing the nervous system,for example, to produce hormonesthat suppress the body's immunesystem, making it more susceptibleto disease.
Please see FOflUM, BACK PAGE

WARREN
PORTER, 8
professor at
UWAteoTson,optelnssome
of the health
risks posed by
PCBs during a
public hearing
ir KimberK

THE BACK PAGE
FORUM: Meeting outlines health dangers of Fox River PCBs
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^- -_d are an immune suppres-sant" he said.Pot/chlorinated biphenyls(PCBs) are long-toting, man-madechemicals used hi electrical equip-ment and in the manufacture ofcarbonless papers. Area paper millsdischarged tons of these chemicalsinto the Fox River from 19S7 to1971, when 'hey were banned.PCBs cling to soil particles inthe river and are slowly releasedinto the aquatic environment wherethey accumulate in fish and moveup the food chain. They have beenlinked to 'deformities in wild ani-mals, increased risk of cancer inhumans and developmental prob-lems in the children of motherswho eat contaminated fish.In a pregnant woman, PCBs andother chemicals, such as thosefound in commercial weed killersand pesticides, induce, changes inthyroid activity that affect growthrates hi the fetus, according toPorter.
"If the thyroid level gets jacked

NaOmumi «it>aN*nc«»i»SOME OF THE MORE than 160 attendees of a public forum Mon-
day in Klmberiy listen Intently to information about the harmfulhealth effects of PCBs.

, _—, ——w««#v uiv ujjrivnu Hor-mone in the fetus in ways that caniffect brain development perma-lentiy," Porter said.He said federal health agenciesire not even subjecting these chen>f*attt **» *!•* *• — —f*-

"pulse dose* of PCBs or dtoxinswith no measurable harm, while amalnourished person, or onesystem has been._rK.issed, could be,__ by the same dose.Man-made chemicals releasedinto the environment are likely tocause a host of human ailments,from birth defects and learning dis-abilities to aggressive behavior,adult onset diabetes and cancer,Porter said. •><•--If chemical contamination per-
r_^. w1IM1 u«ms enter me «*»• J* Mid, society wfll experi-ody, is harmful at much lower lev- ence heightened levels of aggressiveIs than traditional testing methods behavior by Individuals whose ner-how. vous systems have been altered.Other research demonstrates *«« wi" be n»re cases of adulthat these health effects don't occur onset diabetes, more species of ani-* A fb!~t—•—i - maM Tonli H»<I«*,»*•— —*'——* -—-* -«

by the Sierra Club and the CleanWater Action Council, with sup-port from arm fishing clubs andconservation aqnjaoons.It had been scheduled by thestate Department of NaturalResources^ which canceled it.Outraged at the cancellation,errvirorunentafists resurrected the

I his research shows that;r>-/*fog" or the concentratedwhich toxins enter the

For instance, a healthy. welHed«rson who is well stocked withnmune «... might sustain a
wiB be higher rateof oamwrir!children/^ m

TT,e pubhc forum was sponsored

ers recruited by the DNR.But all three of those speakerscanceled last week, leaving Porteras the only technical speaker on theagenda. Emironmeiitalists chargedthat the government health agen-cies bowed to political pressure.Three staff members of the Sier-ra Chib (Hied in for the missing gov-ernment health A&peits,
Eric urain ptticnted researciithat he said shows 60Xwho eat contaminated

Lake Michigan are not aware ofhealth advisories on those fish.Eight of 10 fishermen from minori-ty ethnic groups are also unawareof them.
Brett Hulsey showed slides ofcormorants with twisted beaks, andsaid scientists found 40 times thenumber of these deformities inGreen Bay birds as compared withother parts of the Great Lakes.He said that two separate stud-ies, one on Lake Michigan and theother on Lake Erie, show that thechildren of mothers who regularlyeat contaminated fish from LakeMichigan have lower birth weights,lower reading and math compre-hension score-, and lower IQscores at the age of II."We are starting to build a largebody of evidence. The polluterscan't deny they are hurting peopleanymore,* Hulsey said.Emily Green, of the SierraClub's Clean Sediments Project,said cleanup projects in other areasof the country show that dredgingcan be accomplished without stir-ring up the sediments.The most contentious cleanupissue, she said, win be the mannerin which the dredge soils are han-dled. The Sierra Club supportsinnovative treatment technologiesthat destroy the PCBs, but acknowl-edges that these are terribly expen-sive.
As a fallback position, the SierraClub supports placing the PCBs inlandfills on property owned andmanaged by the paper companieswho discharged the chemicals.Whatever happens, she said, willdepend on the public."This cleanup won't happenwithout the support of the peopleof the Fox Valley," she said. "It has-n't moved anywhere where citizens

haven't nluvprf an swtiw mlr *



DM pro:be 'very open'eddni
Observation platform planned at Kimberlytest site for public viewing of PCB removal

__ T>_—:» XI koni/pon Anu 15 and
By Susan Squires
Post-Crescent staff writer

KIMBERLY - The stateDepartment of Natural Resources,eager to calm public jitters, haspromised village officials this sum-mer's pilot remediation of PCB-contaminated Deposit N will "bevery open, very accessible, very
public.""What they are trying to do iseliminate public fear," VillageAdministrator Rick Hermus toldthe Village Board Monday. "Theyknow there will be many people
scrutinizing the process."Hermus and Village PresidentChuck Rundquist met last weekwith representatives from the DNRand Foth & Van Dyke, the engi-neering firm hired to oversee the
project.The Kimberly site, located westof Cedars Dam on the Fox River, isthe smaller of two demonstrationprojects designed to project thecost and effect of dredging PCBsfrom 39 miles of river sedimentbetween Lake Winnebago and
Green Bay.PCBs - polychlorinatedbiphenyls - are a class of industri-al chemical seven area paper com-panies d:scharged into title riverbefore they were banned in the
1970s.A suspected carcinogen, PCBshave also been linked to deformi-ties in wildlife and cognitive impair-ments in children whose mothersate contaminated fish.Engineers expect to dredgeabout 414 pounds of PCBs from

Deposit N between Aug. 15
Nov. 15Using a process called"hydraulic dredging," engineers willsuck sediment from the river andtransport it through a closed sys-tem to a leased site in Little Chute,
across the river.The site, referred to by villageofficials as the Altergott property,
b a three-acrt ;".•:'._

A lUi Uit -.^--^Wvyli x,a ~~~r..____,all remediation will take place atthe Little Chute property, includingwastewater treatmentIhe engineering plan calls fordisposal of the contaminants at anin-state landfill, but a site has notbeen located yet, according to Her-
mus.The DNR plans to build anobservation platform so the publiccan watch the remediation process,
Hermus said.A series of public meetings willprecede the dredging project"They're (the DNR) not tryingto hide anything," he said. "Theywant public input."Federal.funds will pay for the
Deposit N cleanup.A larger dredging project isplanned for a site downstream fromthe De Pere Dam.Part of a $10 million down •'ay-ment the DNR negotiated with theseven paper companies - FortJames Corp., Appleton Papers Inc.,P.H. Glatfelter Co., Riverside PaperCorp., U.S. Paper Mills Corp., Wis-consin Tissue Mills Inc. and NCRCorp., a former owner of AppletonPapers, - will fund the De Pere
site cleanup.
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Environmentalists outraged that experts drop out of PCB fonur
Despite c jicellations,
forum wiL go on as
planned Monday night
By Ed Culhane
I' • '•••-,<.fnt statf writer

l-rivironmentalists said they
were confused and outraged by the
11 ih-hour cancellation of three gov-
ernment experts scheduled 10
spi-. ik Monday at a public meeting
on iIn- health effects of Fox Rjver

PCBs.They vowed that the forum
would still take place.

Warren Porter, a professor of
zoology at the University of Wis-consin-Madison, was still sched-
uled to speak on the manner in
which PCBs are thought ;o disrupt
endocrine glands in the humanbody.

PCBs are long-lasting, man-
made chemicals used in the manu-
facture of carbonless par :rs. Areapaper mills dischargee' tons of

these chemicals into the Fox River
from 1957 to 1971, when they werebanned.They have been linked to defor-mities in wild animals andincreased risk of cancer to humans.Other speakers were to have
been Chris DeRosa, director of tox-icology for the U.S. Agency for Tox-
ic Substances and Disease Reg-
istry; Hfiraline Hicks, a senior envi-
ronmental health scientist with the
ATSDR; and Dr. Henry Anderson,chief medical officer of the Wis-

consin Department of Health andHuman Services.But after twice agreeing to come.Anderson canceled late Wednesdayafternoon, on a day consideredsacred by environmentalists. AngrySierra Club members sarcasticallyreferred to the health department'scancellation as an "Earth Day Pre-sent."Anderson was scheduled tospeak on the public's generalawareness of fish consumptionadvisories, relying on recent

research funded by the ATSDR.Emily Green, director of thSierra Club's Clean Sediment Pr<ject, said Anderson told her he wapulling out because the statDepartment of Natural Resourcewas no longer a sponsor of th(meeting, a fact that has beerknown for weeks."That's outrageous," Green said"He would have been presentingresearch funded by our federal tax
Please see FORUM, A-6
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cancellations, PCB meet on
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'/dollars."
;< Environmentalists suspect politi-influence was exerted, by then paper miUs identified by state1 *"'"-'- ':i " as beingcontamt,.
<could . , . . _ . . , .••'• One day-later, after b.hours on Thursday, the two, . . , . . . .• speakers canceled their, commit-,'iment. They had assured SierraClub members as .recently as Mon->«<lay that they would attend, Greensaid., . '" I 'm not sure what kind ofbehind-the-scenes maneuveringjftade them pull out at this latedate," she sa;H

The defections came an a hardblow to sponsors of the meeting.
Who had spent thousands of dollars
setting it up and advertising it

Originally, the forum was set upby the DNR after William Welch,president of the Fox Cjfties Cham-ber of Commerce & Industry,wrote in a widely distributed letter
that "nobody is contending that thecurrent levels of PCBs In tfe-riverpose a serious threat to humanhealth."The keynote speaker was to have
been Theo Colborn, senior scien-
tist with the World Wildlife Funuand co-author of the book "OurStolen Future."But DNR Secretary GeorgeMeyer canceled the forum on April3 after Welch agreed to rephrasethe statement. Welch issued a pub-lic letter acknowledging that state
and federal agencies consider PCBsharmful.

Dismayed by this about-face onthe forum, environmental groupsjoined with several fishing and con-servation clubs to resurrect themeeting, and although Colbornpulled out, the other governmentspeakers originally agreed to come.The late cancellations this pastweek left no time for replacements.Instead, the Sierra Club quicklyfiled Freedom of InformationRequests to obtain slides and infor-mation from the ATSDR scientists.Sierra Club members will present

that information themselves.
Rebecca Raters of the Clean

Water Action Council said themeeting is timely because the U .S .Knvironmental Protection Agencyis expected to announce nextmonth that.it is propQ8)jt>g<the Fox"' 'crfprSi ,ation^-^1ater;_ _J_^_ '_
at Liberty Hall, 800 Elsenhower
Drive, Kimberlv. „ .„... J.—.- -.v^uuigcu iq
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FORUM: Despite last-minutecancellations, PCB meet on
From A-1
dollars."Environmentalists suspect politi-cal influence was exerted by theseven paper mills identified by stateand federal regulators as beingresponsible for the PCB contami-nation. Paper company officialscould not be reached for comrnentOne day later, after businesshours on Thursday, the two federalspeakers canceled their commit-ment. They had assured SierraClub members as recently as Mon-day that they would attend, Green
said."I'm not sure what kind ofbehind-the-scenes maneuveringmade them pull out at this latedate," she said.The defections came as a hardblow to sponsors of the meeting,who had spent thousands of dollarssetting it up and advertising it.Originally, the forum was set upby the DNR after William Welch,president of the Fox Cities Cham-ber of Commerce & Industry,wrote in a widely distributed letterthat "nobody is contending that thecurrent levels of PCBs in the riverpose a serious threat to humanhealth."The keynote speaker was to havebeen Theo Colborn, senior scien-tist with the World Wildlife Fundand co-author of the book "OurStolen Future."But DNR Secretary GeorgeMeyer canceled the forum on April3 after Welch agreed to rephrase

L'.e >tato:neni. Vv'elch is:aec .? pub-!!_• letter acknowledging that stateand federal agencies consider PCBs
harmful.Dismayed by this about-face onthe forum, environmental groupsjoined with several fishing and con-servation clubs to resurrect themeeting, and although Colbornpulled out, the ether governmentspeakers originally agreed to come.The !:te cancellations this pastweek left no time for replacements.Instead, the Sierra Club quicklyfiled Freedom of InformationRequests to obtain slides and infor-mation from the ATSDR scientists.Sierra Club members will present

that information themselves.Rebecca Katers of the CleWater Action Council said tfemeeting is timely because the U.S.Environmental Protection Agencyis expected to announce nextmonth that it is proposing the FoxRiver for Superfund status."Citizens need this informationnow, not later." Katers said._____
a The forum is set for 7 p.m. Mondayat Liberty Hall, 800 ElsenhowerDrive, Kimberfy.
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PCB informawill stiil get out
Editor, The Post-Crescent:Strange how a weak acknowledg-ment that perhaps there is some-thing to the concerns about PCBsin the Fox River results in the DNRpromptly bowing out of sponsoringthe public health forum scheduledfor April 27. Surely some politicalstrings were pulled, further evi-dence for those still doubtingwhether the governor's restructur-ing of the DNR and the publicintervenor has had any negativeeffects.The free presentation is still on,thanks to the Clean Water ActionCouncil, Sierra Club and othe;:.Everyone is welcome to attend at 7p.m. April 27 in Liberty Hall atKimberly.Come hear about the threatsPCBs pose to health, informationothers may not want you to hear.Thomas Kees,Neenah
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LETTERSFox River cleanup gets mired in uninformed debate
Editor, Vie Pasl-CresctntInlormed consent, a basic tenet• >( lirnllh care, should be the pri-in;uy focus of the debate surround-
ing I lie cleanup of PCBs in the Fox

town area? What other changes the rest of our lives. I'm humbled to'might make a greater impact on say that John Planalp has passed'"ease of use"? my way and thit a little of hun will:A systematic evaluation of the be carried forward by each of us. ''<»i.Jiit *j"'~m~'-4""i&v 'bra a •""w^ir i f - ' v .: • - • •:•'•
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OUR VIEWS
The new and expensivelook of Earth Day
fellow Wisconsinite, former Sen. Gayiord Nelson,was the founder of Earth Day, on this day in 1970.had a vision then of saving our planet and itsenvirons, and he continues to have that kind of foresightNelson said the other day that overpopulation is MotherEarth's most vexing environmental problem. Crowding isoccurring throughout the globe, he said, and that is chok-ing our resources and crowding our spaces.In the big picture, Nelson - also a former Wisconsingovernor - is correct, of course. The world can only pro-duce a finite amount of goods to supply its inhabitants.The more inhabitants, the less each of them has, until thatproduct or that provision is no longer in supply. Globalpopulation, clearly, must be controlled at a level theearth's people can sustain.

But, on this Earth Day, let's look closer to our homeand understand something very basic. Keeping our envi-__________ ronment healthy requires
Keeping our

environment healthy
requires a lot more
than recycling, more
than separating glass
from newsr>ar>er and

a lot more than recycling,more than separatingglass from newspaperand aluminum from steel.Most of the major envi-ronmental work thatneeds to be done in thisstate will require a lot ofmoney, a lot of study anda lot of political haggling



iieeping our
environment healthy
requires a lot more
than recycling, more
than separating glass
from newspaper and
aluminum from steel.

more than separatingglass from newspaperand aluminum from steel.Most of the major envi-ronmental work thatneeds to be done in thisstate will require a lot ofmoney, a lot of study anda lot of political haggling.None of the environ-mental hazards that will————————— have a huge impact onWisconsin lives and livelihoods have easy answers orcheap solutions. None of them will be effect-free for thestate of Wisconsin.The most notable dilemma is the impending cleanup (inone form or another) of the Fox River. Years of dumpingPCBs into the river has left deposits of the alleged carcino-gen throughout the 39-mile length of the Fox.Today, the state Department of Natural Resources, thefederal Environmental Protection Agency (established inthe wake of the environmental movement of the early1970s) and other federal agencies are dealing with thelocal paper mills who - quite legally at the time, by theway - left the PCBs in the Fox. Among the many co., Jycleanup options is dredging the river, either in part or infull The cost could run into the billions of dollars.
Farther north, a copper and zinc deposit in ForestCounty has state government, mining companies, local res-idents and environmentalists all at each other's throats.Today, Goy. Thompson is signing the Mining Moratoriumbill that will make the Crandon mine more difficult toaccomplish.Elsewhere, municipalities are dealing with wastewatertreatment, urban sprawl, stormwater runoff and non-pointsource pollution at the local level, fighting to find long-term, tenable solutions for everyday problem!;.All of these cany a hefty pricetag, and afl of them willcarry a hefty burden into the next century if not dealt withappropriately today.And as Sen. Nelson points out, when more of our popu-lation desires a more rural setting for their homes, thatputs more pressure on rural ecosystems. Preserving thoseecosystems calls for more policies, more studies and moremoney. "Earth Day still means as much today - probably more- as it did when Nelson founded itBut with a growing population and different societalpressures being placed on the planet, die stakes are signifi-cantly differentThis is the face of Earth Day 1998.
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A renegade Clintoito a new low with
f I Vie Kennedys had a couple, F1 whole cadre. Political hatchetr.A. guys who do the rough stuff w;
keep their fingers clean. PDick 1\ick was one. Back in the '^1962 California governor's race, he jpainted a giant banner in Mandarincharacters demanding to know"What About the Hughes Loan?"Tuck hung his handiwork behindbeleaguered candidate RichardNixon, who then stood goofishlybefore a backdrop he assumed tosay, "Welcome to Chinatown."Tuck's exploits grew so legendarythat Nixon's own embittered hench-men set out to recruit and train' Dick Tuck's" of their own.The result of that copy<at enter-
prise was Watergate.A quarter<entury later, we wit-ness a new type of dirty trick, an .,,escalating battle to establish which 3parry can dig up the most sexual dirt $non the other. Dick Tuck! PaulCorbin! Murray Chotiner! ChuckColson! Donald Segretti! LindaTripp! Wake up and take note.There's a new Democratic kid onthe block with a rough new game.His name: Bob Mulholland, 51,ofChico, Calif.Position: Campaign adviser for 1the California Democratic Party, rri":Democratic National Committee. ,tReputation: A man Republicans ^than Bill Clinton's approval ratings. M'TCalifornia Democratic Party operative,(to expose the sexual dalliances of any.of Congress who goes gunning for Bill"When some Republican gets on nati.and starts attacking Democrats or Prejfor family values or moral problems.
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Fox River orum bac
By Susan Squires
Cost trescent staff writer

Knvironmentalists have revivedan April 27 forum on the hazardsof PCBs in the Fox River - whichwas called and then canceled by thestate Department of NaturalResources - but a renownedauthor the ONR recruited to speak
has backed out."(Dr lieo Colborn) said, uponconference with those who hadinvited her, she should not attend,"said Eric Uram of the Sierra Club,one 11 organizations now sponsor-ing the meeting.Colborn, a senior scientist withthe World Wildlife Fund, co-authored "Our Stolen Future," abook her supporters compare toRachel Carson's environmentallandmark, "Silent Spring."DNR Secretary George Meyer

••O

After the DNR canceled it, environmentalistsfeared closed-door negotiations were being held
said Friday he made no effort todissuade Colborn from speaking atthe environmentalists' meeting."We told Theo, as we told everyother speaker, that we are no longersponsoring trrt meeting," Meyersaid.The DNR s :heduled the forumto address the I 'ox Cities Chamberof Commerce and Industry's state*ment that "nobody is contendingthat the current levels of PCBs inthe river pose a serious threat tohuman health.""We were very concerned therewas misinformation out there,"Meyer said. "That was why wescheduled the forum."When the chamber admitted, ina March 31 letter to elected offi-

..i

cials, "the U.S. Environmental Pro-tection Agency, the DNR, the Wis-consin Division of Health, and oth-ers, do consider that the currentlevels of PCBs found in the riverpose a serious threat to humanhealth," Meyer canceled the meet-ing."We didn't believe it was neces-sary to go on with the conference.The point had been made," Meyersaid.The chamber's acknowledgmentrang hollow with the environmen-talists, however."No, we are not really satisfied.Their admission is very tongue-in-cheek," Uram said.Seven area paper mills dis-charged PCBs - polychlorinated

biphenyls -into the riverbefore thechemical, asuspected car-cinogen, wasoutlawed inthe 1970s.PCBs arelong-lasting,s y n t h e t i cchem i ca l sused in themanufactureof carbonlesspaper.PCBs have been linked to defor-mities in wildlife, increased risk ofcancer in humans and developmen-tal problems in children whosemothers eat contaminated fish.There are an estimated 80,000
Please see PCBs, A-6
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PCBs: Environmental groups stage Fox River forum previously canceled by the DNR
From A-1
l * >unds of PCBs in the 39-mile
-.1 retch of river from the Menasha
I).uii in (ireen Bay

Hie DNR had been negotiating
.1 cleanup agreement with the paper
companies - PH. Cilatfelter Co.,
Kiverside Paper Corp.. NCR
' u r p , Appleton Papers Inc . Fort
l . imes Corp. . U .S . Paper Mills
' orp . and Wisconsin Tissue Mills

whciiilhc F-.PA announced last
\pril 11 planned to pursue Super
mul designation for the Fox.

The chamber entered the fray in
i j iMi . r 1 when president William
\Ve l ch vowed to defeat Superlund.

Opponents, including the paper
industry and ihe chamber, have
said dredging Ihe river - a process'liey contend the EPA is deter-mined to nse - could cost as much
as $3 billion.Tl e DNK is trying to negotiatean agreement with the paper millsto avoid litigation and Superfund.Meyer's d- 'sion to cancel theApril 27 m "shows they areworking bchmu closed doors andare not allowing adequate public
access to negotiations." Uram said1 r id/y.

The cancellation continues to
anger environmentalists.

"The DNR is essentially grovel-
ing at the feet of these industry peo-
ple." said Rebecca (Caters, presi-
deni of the Clean Water Action(" in inc i l

"If we weren't holding this pro-gram, if we hadn't rescued this pro-gram, it wouldn't be happening."
Raters said."This latest round is just anotherexample of where they are trying tostifle public awareness, and thisissue is just too important to behandled by a small group of agency
and industry people."

Meyer said there is no truth to arumor he was ordered to cancel themeeting."It was my own decision. 1 con-tacted the U.S. EPA. and they con-tacted the U.S. Fish and WildlifeService, and we mutually agreed to
cancel the meeting, Meyer said.Organizers have extended Col-born's invitation to her co-author,

Pete Meyers. He has not yetresponded, they said.Other speakers are Chris UeRosa, director of toxicology for theU S Agency for Toxic Substancesand Disease Registry. Dr. HenryAnderson, chief medical officer ofthe state Department of Health andFamily Services, and HeralineHicks, senior environmental hea'ih

science for the U.S. Agency for Tox-ic Substances and Disease Registry.Public testimony will be video-taped and distributed to the EPAand DNR. Uram said.The new sponsors are the SierraClub, Clean Water Action Council,Fox Valley Physicians for SocialResponsibility. Izaak WaltonLeague-Brown County, Wisconsin

Council of Sports Fishing. TwinCity Rod and Gun Club, BrownCounty Conservation Alliance.Wisconsin Waterfowl Association.Fox-Wolf Basin 2000. Musky ClubsAlliance of Wisconsin and Stur-geon for Tomorrow.
UThe forum is set for 7 p.m at Lit>
erly Hall. 800 Elsenhower Drive.Kimberly.
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For every fan
to turn there
is a reason
It was a liot day. and the cave

man's wife was waving a big
palm leaf over him. However,in- w.\s annoyed, got a fat stick and! > - . i i ihe palm leaf to shreds. The' IM k was the world's first example• •( a fan club. Now look at the wayI'm- wind blows. ...
V How come the switches oni . HP . always go "Off, High. Medi-I I IM . Low" instead of "Off, Low,MiMium. High"? This going from"II straight to full speed makes nosrnsc to me, although 1 see driversi-vi-i v day who seem to think that

i l ifii oars should work the same
w.iv

T.T., Appleton
A: Actually, it makes perfect•u-nsc if you understand it, accord-mi' to Bill Gaucrke, owner of Elec-ii u- loots and Housewares Ser-v i . - . - . MX) W. College Ave., Apple-i '»i I he motors in those fans are"i i cblively small horsepower for

Garvey waves 'green' flag at Thompson
By Judy Williams
Post-Crescent staff writer

Ed Garvey thinks the environme..twillbe his ticket into the governor's officr inNovember."When you write your stories, tne envi-ronmental issue will top how Ed won,"said Garvey, the only announced Democ-ratic candidate to challenge Gov. TommyThompson in November. "The best thingTi mmy Thompson has done for the envi-ronment is to make people aware of theimervenor. and they want it back."In his budget two years ago, Thompsoncut the public intervenor's staff from twoattorneys to one and stripped the post ofauthority to sue the state over environ-mental issues."We will not only bring back the publicintervenor, but also ask for constitutionalprotection," Garvey said Friday.He said the state Department of Nat-

"When you writeyour stories, theenvironmental issuewill top how Ed won."
ED GARVEY, Democratic chaH«nq»rto Gov. Tommy Thompson

ural Resources has lost its independencefrom the governors office, creating athreat to the environment, especiallywhen it comes to permitting mining com-panies to operate in the state and cleaningup PCBs dumped by paper mills into theFox River from 195 to 1971. The chemi-cals have been linked to increased risk ofcancer.The problem is the DNR is no longerindependent and no public intervenor is

around to look at it," he said.Environmental protection is not theonly focus for Garvey and hit runningmate for lieutenant governor, BarbaraLawlon, on the campaign trail since lastAugust Education and campaign financereform Issues also play high roles.•"People are beginning to understandthat it's not only the money going intocampaigns, but the pr' ies that come outas a result of the money that cornet in,"said Garvey.So far, the duo has received campaigncontributions from 4,427 people. Theaverage amount is $53.22, Garvey said."Wherever we go, we find people havebeen locked out because they're not bigcontributors." said Garvey. 'Our goal is15.000 to 20.000 individuals who'll give asmall amount."The duo plant to raise $1.4 million by
Please SM QARVEY. B-5

pnao » K/y*™ MHKM1
LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY student Chris Kat-
tenburg, right, listens as Democratic gubernato-
rial candidate Ed Garvey answers a question
during an appearance at the school Friday.

Trestle's
conversionto rec trailto take time



Man
By ?am Hir.man

SHEBOYGAN - Eu6eneThomas was found guilty Fridayafternoon of breaking into theapartment of his former girlfriendand strangling her last year.Thomas, 41, stared straightahead, showing no emotion as theverdict was read by SheboyganCounty Circuit Judge James Bol-gettIt took the jury about four hoursto deliver the decision in connec-tion with the Aug. 1 murder of Bet-ty Ebben, a former Appleton resi-dentSeveral members of Ebben'sfamily, including her 19-year-olddaughter Melinda Rowan, sai quiet-

kcr
'.;• as Beigjrt read the aui'.r- \erdict
cr. the t'.vo ccur.'.s: f.r-i •- • • , • . " . • :intentional hcrmc.ce and ~-::.a: ;with the intent to commit a batter;.As the jury left the courtroom.Thomas turned and stared atEbben's family, but said nothing. .Outside the courtroom. Thomas'attorney, Owen Monfils of GreenBay, would not comment on theoutcome. He uid say he anticipatesThomas will appeal the verdict.Christopher Stock, SheboyganCounty deputy district attorney,said there were no winners in thecase, but he believes justice wasdone."1 think Mr. Thomas got a fairday in court," Stock said.The four-day trial included testi-mony from Thomas who denied

having anything to dc with Ebben's
death. He sa;d he get drunk '.\ruk

The prosecution preserved '.est.-
rr.ony from several Sheboyganpolice officers and detectives whowere at Ebben's apartment Aug. 1investigating her death whenThomas showed up in Ebben's car.

He made several statements atthat time, saying he knew he stran-gled her and that there was no rea-son to investigate because he hadcommitted the crime.
In court, however, Thomas testi-fied he had no recollection of mak-ing any statements because heblacked out from drinking.Closing arguments were present-ed Friday morning. Stock main-

From B-1
October, the amount needed toqualify for public financing.Garvey and Lawton also are get-ting help from Sen. Russ Feingold,j>Wis., and Rep. David Obey, D-"'ausau, who are planning a fund-iser for them in Washington,D.C.Garvey expects Thompson tospend between $8 million and $10million, a decided advantage, butsaid he thinks people are beginningto make a connection between cam-paign donations and public poli-cies."We're confident people are real-izing that the campaign financingsystem is out of control. Private"financing has a very high pricetag," said Garvey. "We're gamblingwe ca' :ut through the 30-second(television) spots uy doing whatwe're doing."They're covering the state in avan, so far visiting 60 of 11 coun-

waved
Ilia."What's at stake is *r.^ ̂  u. ̂Wisconsin, what we believe in,what we stand for," said Lawton.Lawton crit:~;ies WisconsinWorks, the state's welfare reformprogram, as deeply flawed. It lacksprovisions for education, child careand evaluating the program, whichhas $1.2 billion committed to thesystem this year, she said.She fears Wisconsin may be left"holding the bag" if the economytakes a nose dive ar^ the federalgovernment cuts back on its fund-uifibrW-2.Lawton's running mate is moreharsh in his criticism."Tommy-Thompson deliberatelydid not have a way to assess it," hesaid. "It's based on the punitivepremise that says poverty isunmoral."Thompson, the state's onlythree-term governor, has notannounced whether he will run forre-election.

faa-CMKUt photo 0» Kryrtrn VWttGiXt
BARBARA LAWTON, who is
Ed Garvey's running mate in a
Democratic challenge to Gov.
Tommy Thompson, speaks at
U-wrence Lhive-stty on Friday.
Lawton is a LU graduate.

TRESTLE: Recreation trail plan will take time_ _ _ ^ * . . . . . » , _ , . _ _ ^ » _nn«l trail
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Avenue in Appleton is the destination .vehicles that are seized from drunken dri-vers.To have a car in this lot, a motorist
tour ofthe Tot where the 18 vehicles are 5.parked. \"This is probably one of the nicest we < Plea

RiwrTCBforum back on
By Susan Squires
I 'n«;l descent stall wtHer

l;.»\ironmentalists have revivedan April 27 forum on the hazardsot PCBs in the Fox Kiver - whichwa. called and then canceled by thestale Department of NaturalResources - but a renownedauthor the DNR recruited to speaklias backed out."(Dr. Theo Colborn) said, uponconference with those who hadinvited her, she should not attend,"said Eric Unmi of the Sierra Club,one 11 organizations now sponsor-inn the meeting.Colborn, a senior scientist withthe World Wildlife Fund, co-authored "Our Stolen Future," abook her supporters compare toRachel Carson's environmentallandmark, "Silent Spring."DNR Secretary George Meyer

GOO :f

After the DNR canceled itj environmentalistsfeared closed-door negotiations were being held
said Friday he made no effort todissuade Colborn from speaking atthe environmentalists' meeting."We told Theo, as we told everyother speaker, that we are no longersponsoring th-1 meeting," Meyersaid.The DNR s toeduled the forumto address the 1 ox Cities Chamberof Commerce and Industry's state-ment that "nobody is contendingthat the current levels of PCBs inthe river pose a serious threat tohuman health.""We were very concerned therewas misinformation out there,"Meyer said. "That was why wescheduled the forum."When the chamber admitted, ina March 31 letter to elected offi-

cials, "the U.S. Environmental Pro-tection Agency, the DNR, the Wis-consin Division of Health, and oth-ers, do consider that the currentlevels of PCBs found in the riverpose a serious threat to humanhealth." Meyer canceled the meet-ing."We didn't believe it was neces-sary to go (n with the conference.The point had been made," Meyersaid.The chamber's acknowledgmentrang hollow with the environmen-talists, however."No, we are not really satisfied.Their admission is very tongue-in-cheek," Dram said.Seven area paper mills dis-charged PCBs - polychlorinated

biphenyls -into the riverbefore thechemical, asuspected car-cinogen, was\tlawed in...e 1970s.PCBs arelong-lasting,synthet icchemicalsused in themanufactureof carbonlesspaper.PCBs have been linked to defor-mities in wildlife, increased risk ofcancer in humans and developmen-tal problems in children whosemothers eat contaminated fish.There are an estimated 80.000
Please see PCB«, A-6
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bers of the l'~ox Valley's Hmong commu-
nity. The first column will be written byLo Lee (left), director of the Hmong-

American Partnership based inAppleion and a former lieutenant inthe United States SOU force in Laos.

(4) Exposing the global surveillance system. ~(5) U.S. companies are world leaders in the manu-facture of torture devices for internal use and export.( 16) U.S. paper companies conspire to squash Zap-atistas.
( 18) Pharmaceutical companies mass-marketdrugs.I take this stuff very seriously, but there was even

refused to'allow publication of the resulu when ucsrconcluded there was no difference other than price.So it goes. Businesses are there to make money andprojects like this are there to make trouble, and some-times that's God's work - especially if the rest of usare asleep at our computers. ____________
• O 1998 Universal Press Syndicate

plain; turn the channel.WolfAppteton
• Callers should include their Jimand last names (spell your lastname, please), hometown and aphone number for verification.

LETTERS

Editor, The rnst-Crescent:I am a lifelong resident of the
Im Cities who hss always been
*1 uircr ned about the quality of our
• i ni environment.

My father, Gordon, was inslni-
:cm;il in leading efforts to clean• IP the Fox River during the 1960s,
-•lore 'lie environmental move-nirnl was a popular cause.

My family has always supporteddlort<; to make the Fox River better
and cleaner.

I must confess, however, that Iiiin increasingly troubled hy recentdevelopments concerning how best(o address PCD contamination onthe Fox.I can find no good purpose that

study needed before cleanup commences on the Fox River
A Superfiind

designation will
only delay any
clean-up plan.

would be served by designating 39miles of the Fox as an EPA Super-fund river.
This designation will do nothingthat will lead to prompt cleanupefforts on the river. It will only lead

deter development

I am also concerned about thespeed with which the DNR andothers have rushed to embrace amassive program of dredging with-out first evaluating all possibleoptions to remediate PCB contam-ii ation. It is important to carefullystudy all of the possible remedies,their benefits and costs, as well asthe implications these solutionsmight have for the river ecosystem.My father lived long enough towitness dramatic progress In thehealth of the Fox River. We havecome akmgwaylnthepatl25to30 yean.All of us can take pride In whathas been accomplkaed. especiallyour Mends and nefehbon who

work in Fox Chic* paper mills. It iscritical, however, that plans toaddress PCB and non-point pollu-tion be made with great care, so asto maximize the benefit and to min-imize the advene Impacts to bothour economy and our environment
Appteton

Envfiuiiiiwiitalfactors can harm
I read wkh great interest the sec-tion of the paper devoted to healthon iisttunJgjApril 11. Tn« article

neighbors who tag. Although the article was Mbr-

mative, it neglected to mention en-vironmental factors as a cause ofcancer. It has been documented innumerous studies that people ex-posed to certain chemicals show ahigher incidence of cancer than thegeneral population (pesticide resi-due in drinking water, for example).Although it is possible to avoidsome known cancer risks, there areenvironmental facton which arebeyond the control of the averagecitizen. Contaminated water, air, orfood can be avoided only If onechooses to give up drinking, breath-tag, bathing and eating,I urge yo« to address these issuesin future, since they affect so manyand an mom difficult for • person

to avoid than the cancer risksnamed in the article. 'Srwryl SNdhanXtobwt,Appteton
• Letters must be signed and Includea telephone number where the writercan be reached during the day.Names will be withheld only If suffi-cient reason Is given. Letters shouldbe limited to 300 words. They will becondensed tf necessary for clarity orbrerlty. Mall your letter to.Utters

ThvPDttCfMCSMtfP.O. Box 00AppMon, Wl M912

O
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Time for accountabilitydraws n-sar for Fox locks

4 Ithough the headline atop Mondays front page of£\ The Post-Crescen: seemed ominous, the news wasJTjknot all that new to those close to the Fox Riverlocks system.They know that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineershasn't been especially keen on keeping the locks hi opera-tion for quite some time. Having said that, however, theprocess for actually closing the locks is not a quick one.And chances are, it probably won't happen in the longrun. There's too much interest in the locks system locallyfor that to happen.That's why negotiations have been ongoing for monthswith the state Department of Natural Resources, with theultimate purpose of transferring ownership of the locks————————— over to the state.
Although Monday's At present, the locks
news is significant
inthattheCprps
of Engineers was

informing the public
of its intentions,
more significant
is that it puts those
who want to save the
locks one step closer

to their dream.

are owned by the federalgovernment, but severallocal and state groupshave made it known thatthere is considerablepotential for tourism inthe locks, a series of 17navigational gateways onthe Fox River fromMenasha to De Pere thatonce made commercialtraffic easily attainablebut have since becomelittle more than a costlyservice for recreationalboaters.The price to transferownership of the locks tothe state has been estimated at anywhere from * 13.75 mfl-h'on to $26 million. The lower figure is the one cited bythe Corps of Engineers, which stated Monday "there is noeconomic justification for federal interest" in the locks.That pretty much opens the doors for local and stateconcerns *~ nut their plans together. Negotiations are saidto be processing well with the state, and in agreementmight not be far away.
But what are those plans? We'veheani nothing butsome rather vague notions that the Fox itself and the lockssystems have some sort of historical purpose that could belinked to a tourism draw.The annual cost of maintaining the .locks - some are100 years old - isn't cheap. That's why the feds want toleave them behind. Any plans to use the locks must factorin those costs, too, and anyplans to develop the landaround the locks must also factor in considerable excava-tion expenses.Although Monday's news is significant in that theCorps of Engineers was informing the public of its inten-tions, more significant is that it puts those who want tosave the locks one step closer to their dream.And that's one step closer to accountability.

Don't kB
My, how I had missedsheer nerve, their unalter, their unparalleled ilainy.There, was a tobacco moguon the podium, whining abovgress had betrayed him, deck;deal they struck last June was c-1 could think of was: YESSSS1BACK!Steven Goldstone of RJRman in a nicotine-inducsd ,state of self-righteousness,complained that the to-bacco industry was beingunfairly discriminatedagainst Then someone —from Brown & William-son, a fellow traveler in thesmoking section, huffedand puffed, "Congress nwants us to sign a suicidenote."I mean, don't you love it_when they talk like that? __ _



THURSDAY, A!

situation 'getting
MADISON (AP) - More than50 Wisconsin streams and lakesre polliilcd but the problem is rel-lively less serious than in many'(her stales, the head of the

>cpartrncnt of Natural Resources;iys.
The dcpniiment is sending the'.S. Hnvironmental Protectionigency a list of waters that need' < >rk ;is pan of a nationwide pollu-

on clean-up campaign, DNR Sec-

DNR report cites 550 affected lakes and streams
rotary George Meyer said Wednes-day.As a portion of the state's15.000 lakes and 92,000 miles ofstreams, the list of 554 waters ranksWisconsin among the cleanest 25states, he said."Twenty, 25 years ago, our listwould've been in the thousands,"

Meyer said. "Things are getting bet-ter, not worse."The department said last monththat Wisconsin had 452 lakes andstreams with pollution exceedingstandards for protecting the healthof humans and wildlife.The lists are part of the reportsrequired by states under the federal

Clean Water Act They identifywaters whose aquatic life is so con-taminated that hearth agencies pro-vide advisory limits on eating thefish.Meyer said 200 Wisconsin bod-ies of water are listed because ofmercury in fish. The contamina-tion is airborne, arriving from

industrial emissions in many states. <
he said.The real problem is coming up •with cost-effective equipment that"removes mercury before it goes up
the smokestack," he said.Wisconsin's most serious conta-
mination is PCBs in sediment ofthe Fox River from Lake Winneba-
go downstream to Lake Michigan's
Green Bay, he said.

Agenda for state Assembly'sspecial session takes si
o



By I'on Castonla
Por.l i .iM-.i:ml stud wtllor

A I inal draft agreement for the trans-fer ol 11 ic Fox River locks system to thestale i-niild be ready for signing by early
June"We want to have the governor and(US Army Corps of Engineers) signI ic HIM cement this summer, possibly as
pail <'l a scsquiccnlcnnial event," said
l)cp i i i i i i cn t of, Natural Resources
spo'M --.man Ron Fassbcnder.I "iv,bender, who lias been represent-
ing I 'N i l Secretary George Mcycr in

State, local communitieswould have to come upwith $8 million for locks
negotiations between the state andcorps, said only four or five issues re-main in negotiations "and we are closeat deciding how to resolve those."An agreement, if reached andapproved, would involve local commu-nities along the Fox River coming upwith about $4 million as their share of
the cost.

Fassbendcr said the current proposedfinancial arrangement looks like this:The corps would pay the state ap-proximately $15 million, up from $13.7million. The estimated cost is $23 mil-lion to rehabilitate all 17 navigationlocks, plus leave enough capital for fu-ture closure, if required, or to generateinterest to cover operating costs for SO
years.The $8 million difference betweenthe corps payment and estimated costwould be split between the state and

Please see LOCKS, A-0

IITotal estimated cost .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$23 mflUon
» U.S. Army Corps of Engineers share...$15 mitton
• State share .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4 miMon• Local communities share........................$4 mUHon
THE MONEY WILL pay to rehabilitate all 17 naviga-
tion locks and leave enough capital to generate inter-
est to cover operating costs (or 50 years or ultimately
tb pay to close the locks.

the cost.

LOCKS: Dollar details revealedThe work, he said, would proba-• ——— ~-u*n or
From A-1

&SSSK3SS?<&Srssinsfv81

•fesfcfiKgsfia-S.'tfSJ'SRSttt:commit witnoui unmu.b „.„ _„..figures," he said. "Now we knowhow much it will cost to bring theIqcks up to speed and operate.••'• He said once a draft agreementis" in place, the next step would beto, meet with representatives of allof the communities along the riverto present the agreement and dis-cuss their roles in operation, man-agement and funding of the locks.If an agreement is reached, Fass-bcnder said there will still be con-siderable time before any work
starts."1 don't think you will see any-thing happening until 2001," he_;said. "It will take that long to get^"through Congress and the state

-~—^^;-r_»..^, M "

UVw---, _
The work, he said, would proba-bly be spread out over seven oreight years, starting at both ends of .the system and working toward the

middle.' In the meantime, part of the con-tinuing negotiations is to get thecorps to commit funds to preventfurther deterioration of the locksystem while the transfer process
takes place.Fassbender said the state isworking with U.S. Rep. Jay John-- ~ — n->. to get additional— t~.,iMt for ad-

israture."' He said the DNR may seek somelimited funding in the next bienni-um for nrellmlnnrv n)a.nninp.•: i.' ...'.:(.' •

sSSSsrg,
*$££&*** this win .tiii
masts.

Fathe;tone wit :;i:::<£ •>in gBnef.,f!•;;•/» i;'around I :;:.-,"^
r
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s rationale on
"nv would an organization such as

• he I ox Cities Chamber Of Com-i i .- icc & Industry be interested in
"wi! or preventing the Fox Riveri t; stored?
fl ic question 1 keep asking myself
nug <>f the Chamber's well-publi-, mions. Although the Chamberirns ii is "committed to preserving and en-ncinj! i lie Fox River/Lake Winnebagotershni." you have to doubt their sincerity;cd on their distrust of s^uce and theirrow view (hat the local economies are bet-served by a contaminated Fox River thancalthy one.

Last mouth, while at a presentation byJR Secretary George Meyer, I was disap-ntcd when I heard Chamber PresidentWelch state that he wasn't convincedi I'CIK posed a threat to human health orenvironment. So much for his belief inncc! Why should we think the Chamber
•r ious about cleaning the Fox if their pres-il isn't sure there is a problem?
: >tuc c r i i i c s suggest that their "selective"of) ; , . ;s tic similar to the techniques of
tobacco officials' that are still "unsure"ihcr smoking is hazardous to your
Hi. AMiough that may be a stretch, theirgan! l i - r scientific evidence does make

you question their con-cern for our community.
And let's say tha* theChamber takes a lear> offaith and decides to i rustthe scientific evidencethat has documented thethreat PCBs pose. Afterreading his column in arecent PostCrescent, youhave to question Mr.Welch's sincerity at find-ing a feasible solution forrestoring the Fox.
The crux of his argu-A*** •• —— •**- - * * "

———————————
If dredging tUTIlS„.. ̂ T , ^OUt tO DC the DCSt

M .1 , i ,available technology
.-. .todeanthenverup,

threatening to list the Foxas a Superfund site isbecause we seem to beafraid to clean it! If wecan't demonstrate that weare willing to restore theriver, then we are, inessence, asking them tocome in and clean it for us!If the Chamber really hadan interest in staving offSuperfund designation,then shouldn't they be lob-bying the responsible par-ties to get the river clean?' ' ifth "

enjoy the fishing and recreation that it pro-vides. If you were to take away these livingwater systems, you would also take away thelocal economies that depend on them.Now try to imagine the Fox River aliveagain. Imagine the impact it would have onthe cities and people that live along it. Thequestion we should be asking is not whetherwe can afford to clean the river, but rather.can we afford to delay any longedIf the Chamber leadership is truly con-cerned about the "more than 90% of (its)"

U.x,ueni5 is controversial." Apparently, theChamber thinks dredging is too costly andmay not be beneficial enough to warrant it asa serious possibility in the cleanup effort. Tobe honest, like the DNR and the Chamber, Iam not sure if dredging is the best solution tocleaning up the Fox either. But, if dredgingturns out to be the best available technologyto clean the river up, then why fight it?Ironically, the only reason the EPA is

Ihen why have they ignored**" te had
many rivers and bodies of water._ _., the lifeblood to local communities,the Fox has been little more than a cancer onthe cities it passes through from Lake Win-nebago all the way to Green Bay.

fry to imagine Door County without itsitreams ... try to imagine thelocal communities couldn't

economy? s commonknowledge that a high quality of life attractspeople and businesses, and a contaminatedriver does just the opposite.
Does the Chamber think it would be ade-quate if we wait another decade, twodecades, or 50 years for a more "cost effec-tive" way to improve the river and our quali-ty of life? Or, as someone joked with Mr.Welch on the way out of Mr. Meyer's speech,do they think that the best thing that couldhappen is for a huge flood to hit the area andwash the contamination into Green Bay?

B Michael Lemanski is a chemical engineerand environmental scientist who works in thepaper industry in the Fox Cities.
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file answer to parMng meter
and bring more people downtown.Rosalie Misco,Town of Grand Chute
Superfund labelcould spoil ValSey
Editor, Tine Post-CrescentI love the Fox Valley. I movedhere because this area had so muchto offer. It had a vibrant economythat was perfect for starting my newbusiness. It had a fine school sys-tem to educate my children. Itoffered fantastic outdoor recreationL opportunities for us to camp and4 canoe. It is m> opinion that all this•'-- has gotten better, and I would hateto see that change. Fd hate to seeothers not considering this wonder-ful Fox Valley as a place to move toand enjoy.My concern is for this beautiful• Fox Valley to become known

nationally as the "Superfund PosterChild." Superfund designationcould have a devastating effect onthis community and all who liveand work in it I want to see that weexpediently move to understandand properly deal with the PCB sit-uation. However, let's be diligent inour efforts to do the right thing.My fear is that no one knowswhat the correct, most ecologically' effective solution is. I'm not con-vinced moving the PCBs out of theriver only to put them in some land-fill Ls any better. E\cn if that exer-cise would make the river 100% freeof PCBs, bow long would it takebefore the PCBs would leech backinto the ground water to combinewith the other chemicals alreadythere?Ensuring the future of this beau-tiful Fox Valley is not about politi-cal orientation, it's not about con-

servatives vs. uoerals, its abcutstopping the implementation ofSuperfund status which wouldallow this Valley to be a guinea pig,and potentially devastate this com-munity's health and economic wellbeing. We should demand thatproper research be done before anyfurther steps are taken. We need toensure that what we do is right forour families and our community fora long, long time.Norman Chrisinscht,Appieton
Thanks for thejournalism lesson
Editor, The Post-Crescent;I just wanted to write a letter of?"preciation. On April 3, my classwent on a field trip to The Post£res-ce.ro. There was a lady (JoanneFries) who gave us the tour. I want

to say that she did a rsallIt was nry favorite fitlearned a let. 1 also mephotographer aad custcrmanager. I was surpifriendly they were. I rea.become a journalist nc
Ab

3 Letters must be signed <.a telephone number w/iencart be reached duringNames nil! be withheld odent reason is given. Let.be limbed to 360 words. 1condensed if necessary fobrevity Mail your letter toLettersThe Pcsi-CrescsntP.O. Box 59Appieton, Wl 54912or e-mail it to:PCNaws@Athenetn
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Focus now turns to transfer
By Dcug Hrickscn
Post-Crescent staff «rter

he recommendationMonday by the U.S.Army Corps of Engi-neers to clcse the FcxRiver locks was neitherunexpected nor neces-sarily disheartening tolocal leaders trying tokeep the navigationalsystem open.The corps had beenwing in that direction for so manyITS that Monday's announcement hadt its shock value, municipal officialsd. Local leaders long ago turned to try-; to influence negotiations for a transferproperty from the corps to the state.That outcome, they say, appears tove great momentum."The state has indicated a definiteerest in taking over the system," saidirlan Kiesow, executive director of the.st Central Wisconsin Regional Plan-ig Commission. "Unless somethingijor would come up, I see an agreementsome sort."Appleton Mayor Timothy Hanna

called the announcement "nothing new.""We all knew this was coming," hesaid "The focus now is on the negotia-tions."Tne 17 locks between Menasha and
Please see LOCKS, BACK PAGE

A FISHERMAN prepares a lure be-
fore fishing Monday at the Menasha
Lock and Dam. At top is the lock near
Little Chute. Both locks are operated
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Po»O«»c«rt pnona Of K*t»i» WmB<3r*f

Across the nation, Corps helps keep waterways flowing
By Bob Vttate

PostCmcent Washington bureau
WASHINGTON - Don't let its nameol you: Only a small portion of the workrformed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engj-•ers is actually done for the U.S. Army.The corps designs and builds militaryCities such as ranges and barracks - itso has made huge contributions duringirtime - but its scope extends far beyond

the Department of Defense.Around the country, the Army Corps ofEngineers keeps harbors open for bothcommerce and recreation, stops floodwa-ters from consuming towns and cities, andplays a role in everything from hydroelec-tric power to environmental cleanup.In Florida, the agency is leading a two-year-old federal effort to restore the Ever-glades.In the Pacific Northwest, it runs hydro-

electric power facilities.In the Great Lakes, it fights erosion, fix-es piers and m?iPta'ng harbors fromDuhrth-Superior to the eastern tip of LakeOntario.President Clinton's proposed budget forfiscal 1999 includes nearly $30 million inArmy Corps of Engineers spending in Wis-consin alone, phis another $4.1 million at
Rease see CORPS, BACK PAGE
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From A-1
pe Psre once met the commercial navigation needs ofindustry, but that traffic has been almost nonexistentfor 40 years. Today, the system serves recreationalboaters and provides a historic link to the past that canaid tourism, supporters say.The system is managed by the corps. Its study of thenavigational system hinged primarily on a cost-benefitanalysis, and from that angle, "there is no economicjustification for federal interest" in the locks, saidRobert King, project manager with the corps' DetroitdistrictOne goal of Mondays announcement by the corpswas to officially notify the public of that conclusion,King said."It is important for people to know that this is thefinal report that's going to be used as the vehicle toshut down the locks," he said.Local officials have read several drafts of that reportover many months, hence the lack of surprise."They (the corps) said two or three years ago thetrain is moving," said John Forster, chairman of theFox River Management Commission, which operatesthree of the locks. "They're just saying this is their nextstep. This doesn't affect the negotiations between thestate and the corps. I've talked to people at the stateand they're very close to an agreement in principle (totransfer ownership)."King agrees that there may be significant local and^regional reasons - such as tourism-related employ-ment - to keep the locks open. If the state can comeup with enough money for the transfer of ownership,the corps may change its recommendation, he said.But right now, "it would cost us a lot more to trans-fer the locks to the state than to shut them down,"King said.He hopes negotiations are done by June. Some ofthe structures are not sound, so there is an urgency,King said."You have a real potential safety risk," he said. "It'simportant we don't let something- just sit there anddeteriorate. Doing nothing is not really an option."...eanwhile, local leader; have been angfins for theFox River to be named one of 10 American HeritageRives by the Clinton administration.

THE LCCXS in Little Chute were quiet Monday.
Hanna said he can only speculate what the designa-tion would mean to the locks negotiations, but it could

be helpful.There's thought that the designation might give theFox River more clout or a higher priority in Congress,allowing the corps more flexibility and more money toplay around with in its negotiations."The more money the corps~puts on the table, theeasier it is for the state to take over the locks," Hanna
said.The public can comment on the corps' final dispo-sition report through mid-May. Copies are available forreview at the Appleton and Menasha public libraries.
^Post-Crescent staff writer D-
this report.

Castonia contributed to

Fed agency keeps waters flowing
From A-1
harbors that cross over state linesfrom Superior into Duhtth, Mum.,and from Marinette into Menomi-nee, Mich.A good portion of that moneywould be spent in northeasternWisconsin:352.3 6 million has been request-ed for navigational projects alongthe Fox River.334.8 million has been request-ed for dike disposal and other pro-jects at Green Bay harbor.B$ 1.1 million is in the budget forharbor maintenance in Sturgeon

Bay, Marinette, Kewaunee andManitowoc.In addition, Clinton and thecorps have asked Congress to put$ 122.4 million in the federal budgetfor navigational studies, environ-mental management and other pro-the Upper MississippiRiver along the borders of Wiscon-sin, Minnesota, Icwa, Illinois andMissouri."Our navigation mission is vitalto the nation," Army Corps Com-manding Gen. Joe Ballard said
when he made, tic'reque31 two

months ago. "More than ec% cf

our county's grain expor,15 ««

transported along our inland water-ways, and when there is an emer-gency, we are among the first onthe ground assisting with recovery
efforts."It's almost certain, though, thatthe corps will be doing its job in thefuture with less money. Around thecountry, $3.4 billion has beenrequested for civil works projects infiscal 1999, an amount that's 5%less than Clinton proposed for thisyear and 20% less than Congressapproved.About 50 corps projects wereadded by lawmakers in last year sbudget
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v ' \Kunberly
backtrackson Superfunddesignation
Villlage returns toneutral mode underadvice of legal counsel
By Su»an Squires
Post-Crescent statt writer

KJMBERLY - The only river-front community to take a stand ona proposal to target the Fox Riverfor a U.S. Environmental Protec-tion Agency Supertund cleanupretreated to neutrality Monday.After a Dncf conference in clos-ed session, the Village- Board re-scinded the official opposition toSuperfund it adopted Feb. 16."On the advice of our attorney,"was Trustee Chuck Kuen's onlycomment, referring to Heart of theValley Metropolitan Sewage Dis-trict legal counsel Carl Sinder-brand. The EPAannounced lastApril its plan topursue Super-fund designa-tion for the Fox.Seven areapaper mills dis-charged poly-chlorinated bi-phenyls, orPCBs, into theriver before thechemical, a sus-pected carcino-gen, was ban-ned in the early1970s. PCBs arelong-lasting, man-made chemicalsused in electrical eq-uipment and inthe manufacture of carbonlesspapers.PCBs cling to soil particles inthe river and are slowly releasedinto the aquatic environmentwhere they accumulate in fish andmove up the food chain. They havebeen linked to deformities in wildanimals, increased risk of cancer inhumans and developmental prob-lems in the children of motherswho eat contaminated fish.There are an estimated 80,000pounds of PCBs in the 39-milestretch from the Menasha dam to

nver

Please see RIVER, BACK PAGE
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the mouth of the river at GreenBay, contained in 9 to 12 millioncubic yards of sediment About 600pounds of PCBs are being washedinto the waters of Green Bay eachyear, enough to contaminate750,000 pounds of fish fillets.Health advisories have been issuedon Fox River fish for the past 25
years.The contaminants made theirway to the river through wastewater treatment facilities, a poten-tial source of liability for tine munic-
ipal owners.A Superfund cleanup, accordingto opponent William Welch, presi-dent of the Fox Cities Chamber ofCommerce and Industry, couldmean years of dredging <rt a cost of

J1ICI11
the chamber.ana the l»3r_ .._have accused Ufe EPA oft tnyopfccommitment .to dredging to theexclusion of other, less expensive
remediation processes.Welch urgec1 leaders from the
Quad Communities Feb. 9 to jointhe chamber in its Superfund oppo-
. sition. Only Kimberly responded.The DNR is currently attempt-
ing to negotiate a settlement andcleanup agreement with the mills- P.H. Gladfelter Co., Riverside
Paper Corp., NCR Corp., Ajbple-
ton Papers Inc., Fort James Corp.,U.S. Paper Mills Corp. and Wis-consin Tissue Mills - that couldavert the Superfund designation.

upc. iuiiu ii auuyvcu rw. Mi. „v • -j^* nf our attorney, \
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.4Meetingenterstroubledwaters

Environmentalistsscramble tp^ reworkcanceled river forum
By Ed CulhanePost-Crescent start writer

Environmentalists - outragedthat the state Department of Natural Resources has canceled a pub-lic informa-tion meetingon thehealth risksof PCBs inthe Fox Riv-er - arehastily mak-ing plans toreinstate them e e t i n gunder theirown flag.The dis-pute centerson a publicpresentationoriginally setfor April 27at LibertyHall in Kim-berly by theDNR and ————————the U.S.Environmental Protection Agency.The featured speaker at theevent was to be Theo Colborn,senior scientist of the WorldWildlife Fund and author of thecontroversial book, "Our StolenFuture."Colborn's book raises concernsabout the health effects of man-made chemicals to a new and
Please see RIVER, BACK PAGE
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RIVER: Canceled Fox River meeting stirs up controversy
From A-1
alarming level.It argues that certain synthetics,called endocrine disrupters, maybe interferinr 'ith hormones thatregulate grow and behavior.Colborn believes these chemi-cals lead to birth defects, problemsof sexual development, breast can-cer, prostate cancer, and even men-tal problems.Supporters have compared Col-born's book to Rachel Carson's"Silent Spring." which led to pesti-cide bans. Critics have called it

ly distributed by Bill Welch of theFox Cities Chamber of Commerce& Industry."We've beenworking hard torestore the(Fox) river withthe cooperationand support ofeveryone in theFox Valley,"Meyer said.
MEYER

Other speakers at the April 27meeting were to be Chris De Rosa,a federal lexicologist, and HenryAnderson, chief medical ofTu -r ofthe Wisconsin Department ofHealth and Human Services.DNR Secretary George Meyersaid Friday that the main reason forscheduling the meeting was tocounteract information being wide-

"This spirit of________ cooperation fal-———————— tered recentlywhen the (chamber) indicated that'Nobody is contending that the cur-rent levels of PCBs in the river posea serious threat to human health.'"Evidence of PCB toxicity isbacked up by a solid base of scien-tific research. Meyer said.After the April 27 meeting wasscheduled, Meyer said, Welchagreed to publicly restate the cham-ber's position.In a letter dated March 31 and

mailed to elected officials, Welchwroic, "Upon reflection, I wouldlike to clarify that statement byindicating the U.S. EPA, the DNR.the Wisconsin Division of Health,and others, do consider that thecurrent levels of PCBs found in theriver pose a serious threat tohuman health."Because the chamber nowacknowledges these health con-cerns, Meyer said, the public forumwas canceled."We do need to get on and talkabout cleaning up the Fox," Meyersaid.Welch said Friday he restatedthe chamber's position in the spiritof cooperation he believes is grow-ing among the DNR, the gover-nor's office and the Fox Valleypaper industries.Welch and the chamber havebeen conducting a public campaignin opposition to federal Superfunddesignation for the Fox.The chamber urgues that Super-fund designation would lead tocourt battles ;-r.j years of uncer-tainty that would s;ip the area'sfinancial strength."I took 50 (chamber) people toMadison a few weeks ago, and wehad an opportunity to spend sometime with Meyer and (Gov. Tom-my) Thompson," Welch said. "Wewere encouraged by the sensitivity
they portrayed"Meyer said the governor did notspeak to him about canceling the

meeting.
Pie DNR secretary has IK-CM

attempting to negotiate a nlobul
cleanup agreement and financial
settlement with the seven paper
industries that released 1'( IK intothe Fox before they were hanm-a.
an agreement that would .ivojd
court battles and Superfund Mams.

The cancellation of the Apr i l 27
meeting drew angry protests I mm
the Sierra Club and the ( leufc
Water Action Cou.icil Rchccci(Caters, council president, cal led 3J
censorship.The Sierra Club joined ihe
Clean Water Action Council invowing to see the meeting proceed."This deal (between the DNRand the chamber) is unacceptable,"
said Carl Zichc'.ia of the Sierra
Club. "After months of misinfor-
mation by polluters, the IK si ihe
Thompson DNR can do is m:t a
weak apology."

Zichella said the l-eder . i l \; j . : i cy
for Toxic Substances aiui ! > > • „ • . > s e
Registry had already agreed i, , . r e
sent recent findings on the Ion ian
health effects of PC'Bs, which have
been associated with developmen-
tal problems in children

Meyer was asked about UK plans
by the two groups lo r e s u r r e c t the
meeting."Obviously they have the p i c i og-
ative to that," Meyer said. I th i nk
the public is very well in lormci !



PCB efforts
By Andy Thompson1 Orescent statl writer

N FIN AH - State and federal regulators
pledged Friday to maintain an open line ofcommunication with area leaders during the
impending cleanup of the Fox River.'Obviously, this is a critical issue to theI o\ River Valley, the state of Wisconsin andilie federal government," state Department ofNatural Resources Secretary George Meyersaid during a meeting at City Hall in Neenah.

Municipal leaders hear fromstate and federal agencies
"We are all in this together."Meyer and David UUrich, acting regionaladminstrator for the Region 5 office of thefederal Environmental Protection Agency inChicago, were the principal speakers at the
meeting.In attendance were about 30-representa-tives of municipalities from De Pere to Nee-

nah. Meyer and UUrich initiated the meetingwith a steering committee comprised ofmunicipal officials who are keeping a close
eye on the river cleanup process."Obviously, local government has a greatstake in this," said UUrich, who indicated thatthe presence of PCBs in the river must be
addressed. '"It is a serious chemical that must be dealt
with," he said.

Please see PCB, BACK PAGE
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Menasha Mayor Joe Laux saidFriday's give-and-take session withstate and federal regulators wasworthwhile."I thought it was a very goodmeeting, a very positive meeting,"said Laux. "I hope this dialoguecan continue."Laux said the cleanup issue has afar-ranging impact on the future ofthe area."We need to be working togetherto come up with a solution. Wehave to work on the big picture. All

/
• of this has an impact on our com-munities. Clearly, there are a lot ofissues out there. This is going to bea long process," he said.-™ A key issue for many municipalleaders is the potential of liabilityfor communities. Seven area papermills currently face the prospect ofa large bill in connection with thePCB cleanup.Meyer and Ullrich told munici-pal officials that their agencies donot intend to bill the communitiesfor the cleanup."We believe that the primary

responsibility for the problem iswith the seven mills that have beenidentil led," said Ullrich, who addedthat his agency could not preventthe mills from taking legal actionagainst the municipalities.Meyer 'said it is "clearly not ourintent to proceed with any actionagainst municipalities or area sew-erage districts."We are very cognizant of yourconcerns about municipal liabilityin this situation," said Meyer. "1know that's a major concern toyou."But Meyer stressed that the statewould be looking for cooperationfrom Fox Valley communities dur-ing the cleanup process, includingthe possibility of making landfillspace available for dredgings if thatprocess is used.Both Meyer and Ullrich assuredmunicipal officials that the rivercleanup process has yet to be final-ized and encouraged cooperationbetween all of the various entitiesin the cleanup effort."If we can continue to worktogether...we will be far better off,"said Meyer.

Meyer said he and other stateofficials are "greatly concerned"about the potential impact that thecleanup could have on the econo-my of the Fox Valley."We approach the issue withthat in mind," he said. "That is ofparamount concern in how weapproach this issue."Ullrich questioned the accuracyof some of the information that hasbeen circulating about the cleanupof the Fox River, including a state-ment that the process would cost$3 billion."There's a lot of rhetoric in all ofthat," said Ullrich. "We have notmade up our minds. I want to reas-sure you that no decisions havebeen made about what needs to bedone."Ullrich said officials are awaitingthe completion of a feasibility studyon the river cleanup."It is a tough problem and it isan expensive problem," he said. "Iam very sensitive to the economicimplications" to the paper millsand the area communities.In a related matter, the DNRannounced that a $1 million con-

tract has been awarded to an envi-ronmental consulting firm to assessthe health risks and to investigate"technically feasible options" forcleaning up contaminated sedi-ment in the lower Fox River.The SL Paul, Minn., branch ofRETEC, t Seattle-based environ-mental consulting firm, will con-duct the project, according to EdLynch, project manager in theDNR's Buerau of Remediation andRedevelopment. The EPA awardedfunding for the contract to theDNR in February.RETEC will prepare a reportthat assesses how sediment conta-minated with PCBs poses risks tohuman and ecological health andwill evaluate the feasibility of vari-ous remediation alternatives,Lynch said.Potential remedial options rangefrom no action to possible removalof the contaminated sediment.A draft report from the consul-tant is scheduled to be available forpublic review and comment thisfall, with another draft that incor-porates public comment expectedin December.



Small-enginemakerTeciimsehteams upwith local,state andfederalagencies toclean upPCBsfrom an areaof land andwater nearNewHolstein
JESSE LEASE, 16, of
Chiton fishes below
the Hayton Mill Pond
dam, an area officials
claim the fish are not

safe to eat.
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HEALTH ADVISORIES warn fisher-
men in the Pine Creek area.

By Ben Jones 4J \\
Post-Crescert staff writer f\

New Holstein
hen Donald Stier was aboy in the 1960s, heescaped summer's heatby running through theshallow meandering wat-ers of Pine Creek.Today he knows bet-

"" • • " • " " ter.Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) of anunknown origin pollute the stream alongwith nearby Jordan Creek and Hayton MillPond. Bright yellow signs now warn fisher-men net to eat fish caught in these waters."I don't let rny children ana animals any-where near it," Stier said.This summer, more than 10 years afterscientists discovered contamination, sever-al partners are close to a cleanup agree-

PaaCramntphoKatyBanJanm

ment that involves removal of PCB^onta-
minatedsou.Smaltengme maker Tecuroseh, the stateDepartment of Natural Resources, theCity of New Holstein and the U.S. Envi-ronmental Protection Agency are partnersin a cleanup group. The partners plan toremove PCBs from parts of an eight-milestretch of land and water between New
Holstein and Hayton.PCBs are man-made chemicals onceused in electrical equipment Studies havelinked the long-lasting chemicals to cancer,animal deformities and developmentalproblems in children whose mothers eat
contaminated fish.DNR project manager Mark Velleuxsaid removal of the soil-imbedded chemi-
cals won't be cheap.Depending on removal methods and theamount of PCBs the partners choose to

Please see CLEANUP, A-11
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remove, the project cost couldrange from a few million dollars tomore than S 1 1 million. Veileux saidengineers will provide a more accu-rate cost estimate when they com-dete a feasibility study in Septem-ber.When the study is finished, pro-ject members will negotiate todetermine who will pay for thework.Veileux said officials haveknown about PCB contaminationin the Hayton-New Holstein areafor some time.Routine dioxin checks in LakeMichigan drew scientists to thearea in 1987. DNR workers har-vested fish with electric shocksfrom the North Branch of the Man-itowoc River near Chilton.Some of the fish had PCB levelsof 77 parts per million, 40 times thelevel determined safe by the stateDepartment of Health."We went back to the site in1992," Veileux said. "We had to seeif this was this was just a lab erroror if was there something there."A follow-up test that included 27samples and nine species of fishconfirmed that initial tests were noOuke.In samples of northern pike,carp, suckers and minnows, Veileuxsaid PCB levels averaged 16 partsper million, about eight times theaverage PCB level in the lower FoxRiver, which is under considerationfor federal Superfund cleanup sta-tus.Velleax said scientists traced thePCBs to a mill pond in Hayton thatwas fed by Pine Creek. Tests foundthe highest contamination levels ina fanner's field near the base of the

creek in New HoUtein.He said a DNR investigationindicated the contaminants camefrom the city's sewer system andthe field contamination may stemfrom a drainage ditch overflowarea. He said the sewer contamina-tion is in the area of Tecumseh'sNew Hoistein plant."We don't have any conclusiveevidence who caused this," Veileuxsaid. "One small transformer spillcould account for the PCB levels inthis area."Kerry De Kaiser, environmentalmanager with Tecumseh, said thatwhile studies by the DNR andTecumseh don't have any solidproof that the small engine makeris responsible for the contamina-tion, fe is willing to help stive theproblem."Rather than spending ourresources in a legal battle, we choseto become part of the solution," DeKaiser saidTo date, Tecumseh aas spentmore than $100,COO in studies ofthe creek area.Veileux said the EPA has offered$250,000 toward the effort if a plancan be implemented soon. If thepartners reach an agreement, hesaid site work could begin as soonas this foil or next spring.He said the several-year cleanupwill include removal of soil and sed-iments from the contaminatedwatershed.Engineers divided the projectarea into four groups. An area nearNew Holstein that accounts for75% of contamination will be tar-geted firstVeileux said the area will neverbe completely free of PCBs."There are minute levels ofPCBs everywhere," he said. "What

we're trying tc do is get them downto a level where we can minimizerisk for people who eat the fish."
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'98 Fox cleanupmires localgovernment
Local officials arecaught in the middleof & liability battfe astitans on either sidedetermine the scopeof the remediation
By Ed culhaiM

lemfunder the federal Superminilaw. ihc cwr.dr of the dkharscpipe can be h«la liable Tor the. clean.?, ir.rf the eiticj and village*owned ihc p:pM. either alresily otthrough thar t--wcraec cornmi*-

"vvun ton tuuuiici uu up; \pond iS^ear cleanup ricilra ̂ lomKveral hundred million doiUtt intoIhe billions, the liability ii

In ihe midst of Ihe noisy. Web-stakes battle that swirls irojnd theimpendiflj cleanupof the fox Rir-er, lociJ elected officials nave beenstrangely quiet,State end Meral at-enem hiveheld publie """"ml, soyin| theohcnucali lo the river aedirMnt willthreaten human neajtb and renderfish unsafe to eat tor etwuria ifnothing ia done.OfGoaH twothe «.ven paperrntlla tbu pitmoct of thecharnkaU in thlriver - faelntwhat Uicy CM ,-noui cleanup bil- have que»lioned ihc aclm*UTic iniaerity ofthe yeHoto-formed remedia-tion plan.The PanCite Chimberof Carnmorci AIndustry bai __cone on iccord oppueloi Ibocraluvolvemcri in ib* dcanap, ar-m-ing that the RUMcife drtd8].i|.niggesud by rT|"'«M *e*]|d alp>pin the local Mammy.But with one exception. leadenof tho cities md VuTafea trot ellnato th« witer"! trill - they would

Currently, the ttata Departmentof Natural [Usources and ihe fed-eral HnvironmsniaJ ProtectionAajency na^a wid they Itavt nopjans to bill tha^elua for tna_c_leani> I
up>The citltt didn't do arrythjcgother than operate the pipingthrough which (to PCOs traveledon Utek way to the river," »»d EPAauorney 'USOT Griaoa. "It's reallylha mflla that put them in Ihc waste-water.' •But that could chonsj*."\Vc want to hold cities hirn-Icti," aid DNR Secretary GeorgeMeyoc. T&at ia a iwoway itreet.r. We really ncod mwicipal

That could mean anythtnc Tramprov-Ulng river acetic for heavyequipment and^piacea to park it io jmiking landfill apace available for |the dredxinBs.Crimea ceid the EPA to with-holding rural judgment on the Ua-Wfity of the river comniuniiies fromDercreloNeeoah."V/« want to coopcnlo withtheac cilia, and we hope they wantlo coopenn with Ui. w re notlooking (t> take money out ofliieirpocket*. But we have io do what wernvnode.'Even if Ihe state and federal {ov-ernmcnts don't name lh« eiiici airesponsible parties, they ara not inthe clear,U the regulator* ana the nullscannot agree on a cleanup plan -and on who peyi how much toaccomplish it - the otnuap willproceed with taxpayer money aridthen the federal txvernracnt willsue me rnOti lo recoup the expense,. If lhathicpeM,ttli J virtual c«»-.flinty that the miUi wiU name lhacatle* ac (hird-{ttrty sonlxibuiort.
Ills _caught up In a daah between

^%*£$3£* "**"**' "•YcanUtt-^cjtttorlc.lly/if^^5.vs«s saBWftSBaa*«MW Tim Hanna. QtiaM u6A ̂  jf , wamoii

ing.'Can you Imagine what lhaiwould look GJus en iha propertyittT* uidHinna.Compliealirm the problem it theiituc or intunccc eovengc. U thealies an namtd mponalMe pinlesby the Mcnl scvtnunent, thei:ioiurann poUdet would not coverLhcm. If choy ire sued by ihc pipermills, on the other hand, huurtneewould offer some protection.So the cttin are caaihi In themiddle - between the hugemachinery of federal and stale so*ornmemj, tnobiliicd to protecthuman health and the environ-ment, and the loven paper -millithat eoniribuli million! to local taicoflen and that offer htih-payinajoba and rmanoal security to thou>uodaofranulia.At rtit we the cities of Apple-Ion. Ncetuh. Menaaha and DePere, the village of WrithMownand the atwartge eommiationtwrvlng (he Creen Bay area, theNttnoh-Meaatiu area, the Heartof the Wtey, and to* towtn ofGrand Oral* and Menaiha.Thue local lovtnmwili hawbanded loMther to pool lap! cow,and they neve been hoWnt meet-I inp with their hrwyers. cloted ioi the pubfie and th* media uoder »1 utc rule thai allows soveniraonibodies io men In prlvau to dlacuupondkr* fitinUen.That dowi't equate to hidingumeUiint;* said Neemh MayorMirigen Carpenter, 'this ii anextnaroely compln, proecdwnUycomplex politically compta andeoitry «we, and I think it behooveseveryone to know aa much aa pos-sible and lo Vert it carefully andeellabonUveJy aa potaible. Strategy. h a IcfUiani* eornpon«nt here.'Haoaa said this enforced silence*ia hud on eltaled omciata.•Can you imagine howthis is?' he ujd. "Here ait tht

practics) in so^]awiaita.Tbc mUts,
said AppUtflB^^

\ iPCBs and nanjc Vhon in the juSLThe Wta ia to spread the bnrtarauod as much as poanbte.That ipreadini« b»«V >•"} "eo-esaarUy done on Ihe basis of whodiKhareed the moil PCBs, cityofflcrtlt iila.Urrfet ihe 1e|»l rule Jfjwwn ai—>int and Kverabla KabUUy.1 the

IIBC enonnoui ncNaeW riak "aathcSuperfund cleanup ptoceai march-
M In the I9)0a. '60a nd catty ̂De,wbca the milU were dtacnarajnathe Ihdtutrial dicmtaalt calledPCS*, area conummllles aaiudinoce toxim thnnifh lontrttnesprimitive wastemter itcaiment tyt-

__ that people mwmally teo>to; Ox leadership - and %ve car.

eUies cotjld ooncelvibry ̂  „ _with whatever portion of the Dillthe mills are unable to pay.
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EPfc Kimberly i
From A-1
ing of'William Welch, president ofthe Fox Gtiw Comber of Corn-mere* and industry.Welch presented iiie chamber'sargument against Superrtiod «t aFeb. 9 meeting of the Quad Com-munities. He argued thtt massivedredging of river scdiiaeati wuunnecessary and financially irre-
sponsible.Welch has mad* defeatingSupertax! the chamber's top 199s

(thinks Super
It." said Villags President

* RundW ""'C2}! |SS•• jmemenU attorneyi havi
l',Ve want two -weeksto think about it"

CHUCK RUNDQUIST, vffles*
_______1^1 MM*

•because »me of th< wording we(fekTwaTan admission of saltT^? document Kimberly *to«drBidir-Ii ii gBnerally assumed thaiKB™r mSls are the- prcdomi-

pre»jd«ctt

flony.For Kimberly to nimna a neo-irai posidom Kcrmut said, (heboard would nave to rescind dieponuon statement it adopud Feb.
The Village Board yriil address•ttic nutter at its not meetiaft-•We want two weeks to think

tics and businesses may also bear
_ lomc reiponsMUy."— "" —— • —— ' —— The legal ri»k uced by Kimberlybecome involved, lots of thngJ and other area communities stemshave happened \re wrtn'U'ware of from the discharge of PCBs thaitwo weskl sgo." passed through municipal waste-Snderbrand would lot tay Mon- water tnatment plants.day bow he had adv»ad the other According to Lambie, municipalttirM HOV partnsn - Little sewer diSDtcu trom Qreen Bay toChutt. Kaukiuna and Combined Nccnah att«nded a meeting withLocks - •» proceed in the matwr. 4aoraeys « Neenah in FebruarycittBf annmey^Ufflt privilege. TM monicipsilties *«e advisedKiutauna didn't adopt the to "move about this very carefullychamber's position iiatemenu before -we pass any resolutions."

according to Mayor John Umbic, . Lambie said.
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Paper mills level accusations atcleanup
By Ed Culharve

c staff .risr
Officials with the seven Fox Val-ley paper mills facing a hugec'.Maup bfll for once dischargingPCBs into the Fox River accusedthe federal government this week ofinconsistent cleanup standards.The Environmental ProtectionAgency said last week it is delayingthe release of i« seven-year featibi?icy study of New York" a PCB-ccnta-minatod Hudson River "to allow foradditional outside scientific andpublic review of ita findingv"' "The EPA Is acknowledging thata icientific ba&is for a decision forthe Hudson is years away." saidDave Les of the P.H. 'Glatfelter Co.ia Nesnah.l "At the same time, they are rush-jng toward a conclusion for theFox. Why the double standard? Ifthe science . to jfcpport dredgingburied sediments doesn't eSdit, itdaejnt exist for either river." . • . .r The seven mills. banded togetheras the Fcx River Group, haveaccused the Region 5 office of theEPA with haying a pfcdispostiontoward dredging. The mills 'arguethat l&rge-scala dredging would betoo coitly eoad would woncn poltoi-tion by reiu^pending chemicals inthe river's current.EPA official! naid Wednesdaythat no decaions will tr tnadeaboui dredging the Fox Until tycstate Department of' NaturalResource! finishes a cleanup feasi-bility gtudy. '.• "At this point, I don't we whythe delay in the Hudson River situ-ation would r..inHir airy dfiiay in theF«{ River cleanup," »aid EPAspokesperson Bri BrJl. "We are at a

EPA OFFICIALS 'SontiuGted'tesO? cf $6 Rw. Rivw as part of their
feasibility study for.dsanijp recornrriencfeti.ona.' " • . : . ' . : , . . .
very different iugcRiver." - r;v-= th the Fox

.dsairupt involvinfi dred^nsroceedlng: Some bodies of water,end ibemJeryes to 'dredging morethan other*. •• ' • ' - ' - • , r ' . • ' " v

is unique, 'even* titc .has unique -iwueC - BriQ "nud: "Idoot. 'thkk; it's differehf (EPA)regions' 'taking differebtTappToach-« It's different approach** fcrr dif-ferent rites." .. V " > , : • • " 'The Fox River Group has urgedthe SPA to delay iteLfeasibllHy studyjo that it cart include the rwuBi oftwo demonstration : dredging projcctB scheduled to begin this ipnns.Lee also pointed to reports thatEPA and state officials ir. Ohio will'use cla>coated pellets to

jediment in theOttawa River inrteid of dtwljpng. v.-•Tlegior 5 keeps teffing as that.dredging is the cure-afl md the onryway to go, yst herEfi another Inci-dent where other. EFA officials are' cxpresiinB concmu over the effec;1 tiveoicis of dredeiiie." Lee ?aid--'̂•s ' ThcA4?A Mid alternativea to.̂dredfcflg" art being 'studied for the, 'Fox R^er as well. ."We ?cr* juit beginning to kwk a:cleanup 'options," Bril said, "Wtwant' to make a decision that iscased on' scieritific.avidence."
companies include AfpletcnPapers, Fan James, P.H. GlatfelnrCo., NCR Corp.. Riverside PaperCorf^ U.S. -Paper M'tlb Corp. and-Wisconsin Tissue Mills Inc.
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fyx cleanup could be costly, but

^^ . - - __.. . _ • _ _ . 1 — — Danuwttat

~Mic riKi-Cnwnt's Feb. I front-pHge arti-cle, tilled "Muking Waves," highlighting. Ihc position statement of the Pox Citiesunder or Commerce & Industry contains•ral inaccurate and misleading statementsccrning tlic C'FIRCLA actions (Super-I & N;>im;i l Resources Damages Asscss-
it) on the I - t , x Kivcr.'hanibei l-xeculivc Director Dill Welchns thai ilic I : I 'A has proposed "the most.•spread dredging operation ever under-n in the world." While the EPA may pre-drcdgiiiR. n has not determined whatediul M lion will be undertaken to reduce
:xposuie to the environment.•'hilc icmovii i) ' . the sediments from the• is the one s ine way of eliminating the
isnrc. no one lias staled thai il is the onlylion One <>i ilic purposes of the Rcmc-
l i ivcMi i-at i im/rcas ib i l i ty Study (RI/FS)c conducted by Ihc F.PA and WDNR is
xanime all alfi natives to deal with the
incuts . Aim the KI/FS is completed the
imuni i ics ami ilic general public have anoiitmiu ani l ,i lesponsibilily to comment
i 's recommendations,he I ox ( n i e s < 'hiimhcr of Commerce ft
isdy implied tha i dredging will cost $300
'100 pei culm yard and thai this is the
I expensive alternat ive available./hilc the cos i ol dredging for some pro-
. lias been this high, there arc manynples d ih edging at lower costs. l;or
nple, Ihc in i t i a l costs lor dredging andosal ol i l ie sediments from the harbor innsl iqi ie. Mil h . wore approximately $400cubic yaul Over the last two years, thes have dioppcd to between $200 and
i per cubic yard and cost projections forhe. summer indicate these costs

will be reduced even further.

dredging and disposal ofthc sediments as low as$225 per cubic yard.Clearly, dredging may notbe the most expensivealternative.Welch stated. "Thccost of dredging couldexceed $3 billion withlocal paper companiesand municipalities expected to pick tip a largeshare." Depending on theremedy chosen, this maybe true. Current pub-lished estimates, however,place the range of remedi-ation costs between $100million and $2.2 billiondepending on the remedychosen.However, any cost esti-mate at this time is pre-mature until the RI/FS iscompleted. All govern-mental parties to thccooperative agreement

r

guest
THOMASNELSON

Chronic exposure to
PCBs have resulted
in developmental
problems for

children and PCBs
are classified

as probable human
carcinogens.

ed by the PCB contamination. Remediationwill at the very least reduce the time neces-sary for the Qshery to become safe for humanconsumption. These benefits are an offset tothe total cost of remediation.
What is the cost of not cleaning up thc riv-_ _ cr? Thc value of lo« -jscoftl)e resource must j esti-mated and balancedagainst the cost of remedi-

ation.It is common knowl-edge around the GreatLakes that thc Green BayMass Balance study pointsto thc Fox River as thelargest source of PTB con-tamination to Lake Michi-gan. These costs far out-weigh the cost of cleaning
up the F'ox River.

In the article. Mr.Welch questioned the abil-ity of a dredging project tosafely remove sedimentswithout increasing theexposure of fish, birds andpeople. Thc EPA is cur-rently dredging thc chan-nel in Mnnisliquc. Midi.,———— with minimal rcsuspcnsionof sediments. Turbidity
measurements taken upstream, alongsidedownstream of the dredge during opcra-

irthwhile
awassee River in Michigan resulted in a 20-fold reduction of PCBs in fish tissue. Theseare three projects from a list of projects thatdemonstrate dredging can be done safely and
benefit the environment.Mr. Welch is quoted as staling. "Nobody iscontending that current levels of PCBs in thcriver pose a serious threat to human health."While it is true that there are no publishedts of acute health problems associated—— - • • • • - - f?— n:«.r Ihnrr

VWl/I'Vlflll T%. ».Q. „.». . . , v . ..agree that thc cleanup must be done withoutdamaging thc strong local economy.,-p and downstream 01 me uivuBb uuii..„*.,.-._
I he cost for cleanup must be weighed lion do not indicate a significant increase inagainst the benefits to thc community. Ilicsc Ihc rcsuspension of sediments. Dredging inbenefits will include increased tourism, rccrc- Waukcgan Harbor, III., resulted in fish-tissuealion and commercial fishing. Thc Fox River PCB levels dropping five-fold one year afteras a sport fishery has definitely been impact- dredging. A 1982 dredging project in thc Shi-

poris ui nvuib iivu.... ,-.—...with the PCB levels in the Fox River, thereare published reports of chronic healtheffects associated with PCB levels similar to
those in the Fox River. :Chronic exposure to PCtls have resultedin developmental problems for children andPCBs are classified as probable human car-cinogens. There is a substantial human pop-ulation that eat fish from thc Fox River us nsignificant portion of their diet. We arc trying to avoid having that population providethc perfect case study for the devastating
effects of PCBs.The Oncida Nation is participating in theFox River cleanup Ijccausc thc waters of theOncida Reservation arc linked directly to thcriver and the fish and wildlife do not recog-nize political boundaries. Many of thc fisiiand water fowl that spend the majority oltheir life in the waters of thc Fox River andGreen Bay travel to Ihc reservation during
seasonal migrations.These resources arc important to all of Ihcpeople of northeast Wisconsin and thc Onci-da Nation wants to do its part to repair thedamage that has been done and preservewhat we have left for generations to come.
• Thomas Nelson Ix an c'nvlnmnwntal special-ist fir the Onehla 1-Mvinmmeiilal Qualify Diyt.
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DNR chiefoffers grimFox picture
Health concernscreate urgent need toremove contaminatedsediments, he says
By Ed Culhane
Port-C/«sc*r.j Miff vHtur

The need to re/now contaminat-ed Fox River sediments from con-tact with the river's current is bothdramatic and urgent; the secretaryof the sute Department of NaturalResources said here Thursday.Speaking at Lawrence Universityin Applecon, George Mcyer de-scribed the dangers to humanhealth in frightening terms, andsaid those dangers wfll panto forhundreds of yean unless action istaken.PCBs 'Jiai cling to animal tissuebecome more concentrated as theymove up the food chain, Meyersaid, resulting in deformities inbirds that eat contaminated fish.Even more alarming are studiesthat document both wftrinf andbehavioral difficulties in the chil-dren of mothers who eat PCB*on-laminated fish.The children are bom sooner,have lower birth weights and small-er heads, Meyer said. They an

thre: times as likely to have a loweraverage IQ and twice as likely to beup to two years behind in readingcomprehension.Follow-up studies show thatthese difficulties persist us the childages. These children also show apattern of hyporsensrtivity to stress."We are dealing with a veryharmful-substance, Meyer told anaudience of more than 90 peoplewho crowded into a classroom onthe university campus.Questions from, the audienceshowed hroad support for the cost-ly and lengthy cleanup of the PoxRiver proposed by state and federalregulators.Meyer was challenged, however,by Bill Welch, president of the FoxCities Chamber of Commerce andIndustry.
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OUR VIEWSValley, mills should resta bit easier - for now
f the Environmental Protection Agency's grant of $L6Smillion to the state Department of Natural Resources;ets the Fox River cleanup off dead-center, we're all for
The federal agency announced Wednesday that not onlywould the DNR get the grant to develop a cleanup plan,but that the DNR wfll be the lead agency in the cleanupstudy effort.Perhaps that's a sigh of relief you're hearing from theseven local paper companies whichhave taken the lead in developingsuch a plan. They had already forgedsomething of a partnership with theDNR before the ERA determinedthat it wanted to have a say about thePCBs in the Fox.Then, thanks to the EPA, thepaper company partnership with theDNR hit a bit of a snag.Not coincidentally. those sevencompanies also stand to bear a signif-icant pan of the cleanup cost, andfrankly, th ;y need all ihe friend aeycan get.

This week's events don't meanthat the EPA is signing off on Foxcleanup, or that the feds will allowthe DNR to dictate bow the eventswill unfold, but it could mean thatWisconsin interests - environmen-tal, economic and social - should be preserved through-out the planning process.The bPA will continue to be a player, no doubt, oversee-ing every step along the cleanup process, but by placingthe DNR as the lead agency in establishing the study, itshould make the Valley feel a little more comfortable, ifnothing else.Then, once the study is completed, perhaps next winter,the real battle over how to proceed begins.At that point, be advised to hang on because it could bea long, bumpy ride.For all of us.



ERA: Heart of the Vafley offers
From B"l
ty of life and the quality Of ourenvj-romnent," efforts,that balance thecost of remediation against the ben-efit; efforts that focut. on Jhe jinkbetween PCBs and hurnan health;and fair and equitable treatment ,"He (Welch) brings up somegood points, but he didn't reallypresent an action plan," said LittleChute Village President John Rooy-akkers. .

Rooyakkers is "absolutely" wor-ried about the effect litigation ordredging costs could naveon-papermills or on municipalities, whichcould become involved in legal bat-tles.

f

"I don't think the people in theValley should end up paving for it."Rooyakkers, said. "One way or theother, they wflj, either through tax-
Rooyakkeir* ;«^ l̂jowever. he"].would like to hearth* EPA and the 1[DNR'spositioiiiM--:. JLambie and: Combined LocksVillage President David King saidthey would eridoroe resolutionsopposing the l̂ pTefrund designa-

tion. " "^jLV^/*7" " *:Lambie, however, sail the cham-ber's position is not specificenoughr T-hfeMWQbMBidd- exoect*• «^^ ' *.*ci -".Av^B^CBHA'O? ̂^^ 'Kaukauna to- iaw^-a'; "strongerstand." v

 3

a Welch presented "very clear

choices out there for us (that) willrequire additional study," said Kim-berly Village President ChuckRundquiit. "There are a lot of uswho do not fully understand yet theimplications of PCB contamina-tion.- •*The state extended negotiationswith the seven mills - RiversidePaper Corp., Fort James Corp.,NCR Corp., Appleton Papers, Inc.,U.& Paper MiHs Corp., P.H. Glat-felter Co. and Wisconsin TissueMills - last week for one year. Thecompanies had agreed to con-tribute $10 million to the cleanup,including $7 million earmarked fortests to determine the effectivenessof dredging.



Fox Cities officials are mountingv. an all-out effort to drive EPA off the Fox River.nAKIHG WIVES
The
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EdCuNwn*
he spectre of the Fox Rimu > federal SuperhiDd ate- with its waters sulycujto years of masuve mo coat*ly dredging - hai spurredarea business leaders intopolitical activism.In a widely distributed let-ter and potman statement,the Fox Cities Chunber ofCommerce A Industry haslaunched u all-out offensive against theSupertax) designation. saying it would dam-ate the local economy and give the communi-ty a black eye while doing little to help theenvironment.Defeating Superfund - and driving thefederal Environmental Protection Agency offthe river - wMi be the chamber's top missionin 1998. said chamber president WilliamWelch.'Our strategy is prettystraightfoward? Welch

WELCH

plan to do everything wecan to demonstrate to theEPA in no uncertain termsthat we disagree with the(Superfund) designationand will do everything wecan to oppose it.*State and federal regula- ——— —— —tors who have seen the chamber's positionstatement say it paints a biased and inaccuratepicture of the proposed cleanup."Some of the things in there just aren'ttrue," said Bob Paulson. a DNR water qualityspecialistIn the chamber letter. Welch said that if theEPA and the state Department of NaturalResources have their way, the Fox River willbecome the site of the largest river dredgingand remediation project undertaken any-where.The cleanup will be aimed at 40 tons ofPCBs, a now-banned industrial chemical.which an dispersed through 11 million cubicyards of river sediment in dozens of hot spotsalong the 3%mi)e stretch of river betweenNeenah and Green Bay.State and federal officials say the PCBs areresponsible for deformities in fjstteating birdsand developmental problems in the childrenof women who eat PCB-contaminated fish.
Please se« RIVER, A 10

STEAM POURS INTO the winter air from the Appleton Papers mill in Combined Locks.;
A» left, ice forms o*» much of the Fox River near the Washington Street Bridge between,
Little Chute and Kimberty. VaHey officials are fighting the mar's Superfund designation I

"We plan to do everything we can to demonstrate to the EPAinrrouncertaintermsthatwedl$agr«*withth«(Superfund) \
designatronawJwrrldoeverythinfwecantoopposeit'' <

WILLIAM WELCH, Fox CWw Ch»«nb»c a( Comnwrc* ft toduBtry pmM««
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RIVER: Area officialsbattling the EPA
From A-1
PCBs are suspected carcinogens.For 15 years, the state IMS studied the polluted riversediments and negotiated with seven are* paper cu:. •panics that discharged PCBi into th: river before theywere banned in the early 1970s.Early in I997. the state Department of Justice saidit would delay legal action against the companies afterthe mills agreed to a $ 10 muuon down payment on thecleanup. Of the total $7 million was designated fortwo demonstration dredging projects, both of whichare scheduled for this summer, one near Kimberly andone near De Pere.

But u, April, the situation chanted dramaticallywhen the EPA announced it was proposing the Fox forSuperfund designation. Gov. Tommy Thompson andth« DNR oppose the designation but have been pow-erless to stop it.The paper companies, and the chamber, charge thatth* EPA is biased in favor of dredging, the most expen-sive cleanup alternative. The industry argues thatmuch of the contaminated sediments should be left inplace, buried under several feet of cleaner sedimentPaulson said contamination is too high, and this isproved by the unsafe level* found in fish. The DNRhas issued Fox fish advisories for years. "We have fishin there that are unsafe to eat at all." he said.The scale of the dredging has industry v - --ied.'Dredging in certain areas may be warranted."Welch said, "but what the EPA is proposing, without alot of evidence, is the most widespread dredging pro-gram ever undertaken in the world."Jim Hahnenberg, EPA project coordinator for theFox River, said the agency's cleanup plan won't beknown until the required investigation and feasibilitystudy is completed later this year.The EPA does favor dredging, however."Dredging removes the contamination from an envi-ronment where animals, fish and people are exposedto it." Hahnenberg said.Welch said the cost of dredging could exceed $3 bil-lion with local paper companies and municipalitiesexpected to pick up a large share."The benefits of this remediation effort seem tenu-ous at best," Welch wrote. "Nobody is contending thatcurrent levels of PCBs in the river pose a serious threatto human health. After all, they have been in the riverfor more than 25 years and most are covered by sever-al feet of sediment."Repeating an argument put forth often by paperindustry officials, Welch said it is unlikely that dredg-ing will reduce contaminant levels in fish. Dredging, inthis view, would stir up contaminated sediments andincrease the exposure of fish, birds and people."The project could, however, earn us the dubiousdistinction as North America's PCS contaminationcapital," Welch wrote.Hahnenberg said Welch is wrong on a severalcounts. Other rivers - like the Hudson River in NewYork - have higher quantities and concentrations ofPCBs While the Fox is the largest project proposed todate, other large projects are in the EPA pipeline.He also disputes the idea that the PCBs do not pro-pose a threat to human health. He referred to studiesthat showed diminished learning ability in childrenwhose mothers ate contaminated fish."One study has shown their IQ was decreased by 10points." Hahnenberg said. "Their reading ability is

LOGS ARE PILED on me banks of the Fox River
near the Appleton Paper Mill in Combined Locks.
Across the nver is a church in Little Chute.
improve over time. Ten years later, the effect remains."Nor will dredging stir up contaminants, Hahnen-berg said. Modern equipment vacuums up the sedi-ments as they are dislodged, he said, and tests of waterturbidity downstream confirm this.Welch is not mollified by these arguments. No onehas successfully dredged river sediments for less than$300 to $400 a cubic yard, he said, and with the quan-tities in the Fox, that puts the bill out of reach."Even if. and this is a big if. these materials could bedredged out in a way that would be reasonably safe, thereal question becomes looking at it from a standpointof cost-benefit analysis. 1 don't know anyone out therethat would suggest these paper companies as a grouphave $3 billion to spend on this."Paulson said DNR Secretary George Meyer wel-comes the chamber to the PCB debate."I think he is glad to see that other entities are will-ing to take on this issue," Paulson said, "but he is quitedisturbed by the position they are taking. He wants tomeet with the chamber. He wants to get in front ofthem and give them the other side of the story."Both Hahnenberg and Paulson said estimates thatput cleanup costs in the billions are premature."It can be done cheaper," Paulson said, "and that'swhat these two demonstration projects are designed to
show."Moreover, there are other funding sources and waysto limit the impact on the companies, Paulson said."Let's figure out what is feasible and cost-effectiveand then figure out how far down that path the com-panies should get us," Paulson said.There is one thing on which Welch, Hahnenbergand Paulson all agree. All would like to see future pub-lic meetings filled with area residents."This is not merely a dispute between paper compa-nies and EPA." Welch said. "This is a critical commu-
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seven vaiiey i__
mills unite CK PAGE
to challengeEPA ruling
Companies band togetherto oppose decision oncleaning up the Fox River
By Ed Culhane
Post-Crescent staff wnter

GREEN BAY - Seven area paper•mills joined Monday in asking EPA Sec-retary Carol Browner to overturn a localregulatory decision the mills say couldlead to prolonged court battles and de-lays in cleaning up the Fox River."Today, ladies and gentlemen,'we arerighting back," Mark Reimer, senior at-torney for the For*•arnss Corp., said at apress conference heldby officials from all1 seven mills. • •' •. It amounted to apublic challenge to theregional EPA staff andthe state Departmentof Natural Resources. __At issue is who con- REIMER

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23,1997

PMIUP SERVIDEA. government affairs vJcepresident of NCR Corp., shows a dredging demonstration
video during a press conference Monday atlne Regency Suites in Green Bay'' ;

MILLS: EPA asked to overturn Fox decision
SEVEN PUN

The seven ,
PRPs are: FortHoward, Apple-,ton Papers,P.H. Glatfetter..Riverside Pap-er, U.S. PaperMills, and Wis-consin Tissue
Mills. NCR is .also involvedbecause Itonce owned >Appieton.Papers

ducts the final studyon what could becomethe largest and mostexpensive pollutioncleanup ever attempt-ed in this country -the removal of up toIS billion pounds ofPCB-contaminatedsediment from the 39miles of river betweenNeenah and GreenBay.PCBs have beenassociated with birthdefects in wild animalsand with reduced men-'tal ability in the chil-dren of mothers whoregularly e-' ~intaminated fish.Under ...eral law, the companiesresponsible for the pollution will be billedboth for the study and the cleanup, whichcould run to hundreds of millions of dol-lars.In recent years, the EPA has routinelyallowed what it calls "potentially respon-i sible parties" (PRPs) to conduct this pre-cleanup study, called a Remedial Investi-gation/ Feasibility Study (R1FS).The seven PRPs are Fort Howard)Appieton Papers, P.H. Glatfelter, River,side Paper. U.S. Paper Mills, and W*consin Tissue Mills. NCR, a data pro-cessing company, is involved because it
Please, see MILLS, BACK PAGE

From A-1
once owned Appieton Papers.! ' Regulatory reformers arguedthat industry involvement leads to' faster, more efficient cleanups.i But after four months of negotia-tions with twmills, EPA and DNRofficials announced Dec. II theyrejecting the mills' proposaland would conduct the study them-selves. ' . ' • . . ,Tjhat decision signaled a randa-mental shift in the 1 1-year relation-ship' between the mills and govern-ment regulators.• EPA and DNR officials sayenough studies have been done andthe information needs only to be'plugged into the RIFS, which will''take about a year. <' .The paper nulls disagree, sayingno "real life" studies of dredging ona river like the Fox exist Theyaccuse the EPA of being predis-posed toward dredging.. "If anyone has prejudged the'outcome of an open, objectiveRIFSj it is the EPA," Reimer said.Thi$ decision by Region 5 (of theEPA) threatens our long-standingcooperative effort. This decisiojstarts us down the path of litiga-tion, confrontation and delays inrestoring the river."; Reimer denied that the mills areclose-minded about dredging."Of course, we have a lot of ques-

tions and concerns about dredg-ing," he said, "because we have yetto see any real scientific evidencethat it will work in ihe Fox River sit-uation."The mills want the RIFS toincorporate the results of twodredging projects, set to begin onthe Fox this summer with a $7 mil-lion down payment from the mills.Company officials said the pro-jects might confirm their belief thatdredging will not only be prohibi-tively difficult arid expensive, butwill worsen pbflotiori by stirring upcontaminah«vburte<l Under cleanersediments.Waiting for the dredging projectswould delay the RIFS by just sixmonths, Reimer said.Philip Servidea, a senior officialwith NCR. played a video showingmonstrous machinery pulling tonsof wet mud from a water body anddropping it in settling ponds."What we're talking about is thiskind of equipment being.on these39 miles of river for somewherebetween 20 and 25 years."Servidea said the companies areproposing a combined approach..that might involve some dredging,TMI that would emphasize the cre-ation of enhanced wildlife refugesand the capping of sediments onthe river bottom.Other contaminants would beallowed to remain in the river, cov-

ered with cleaner sediments thathave formed in the 25 years since-PCBs were outjjwtd.The EPA and DNR have saidthose chemicals won't remain cov-ered, that each major storm thatriles the river will push more of thethem into the waters of Green Bay,where they cannot be recoveredand will harm wildlife and peoplefor more than a century.The Clean Water Action Coun-cil, a nonprofit environmentalgroup, is gearing up to .publiclyoppose the mills' position. ,The big issue is to make clear tothe public that this stuff is alreadymoving, and we have to catch itbefore it gets to the bay," said coun-cil president Rebecca Raters. "It isour responsibility, not our grand-
children's, to clean it up."Katers said the mills can affordto spend hundreds of millions onthe cleanup by sharing an expenseto be spread out over 10 to 20
years.Industry officials disagree.
Servidea was asked why the millsdon't just go along with the EPA
and the DNR."Unfortunately, with, the direc-tion the EPA seems to be going in,"
he said, "going along means goingout of business for some of thes«

[ companies." •
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By F.d Culhaoe
lv.\s'-( r c s c cn r suiTwmcr

GREEN BAY - Seven Fox River paper mil ls joined Monday n ask ing CPA Sec-etar\ Carol Browner to
overturn a local regulatory decision [he mills say could lead to prolonged court battles .ird delays in
cleaning up ;ne lower Fox River

A p-ess conference held hy off ic ia ls from all sever r.ii'ls amounted :o a publ „- c-ul ienge to -eg iora l CPA
regulators and the state Department o'" Natural Resources.

"Today, ladies and gentlemen, we are fighting back." said Mark Re -Tier, s en i o r attorney for the Fori
James Corp.

At issue is who conducts the fin a', study on how to proceed with what oiu'.d hecorne the argest and
potent ia l ly most expensive pollution cleanup ever attempted ir. this country - the -jr ioval of up to 15
bi l l ion pounds of PCB-contamintited sedimeni from the 39 miles of river between Neenati and Green Bay.

PC Bs a now banned c lass of -u'.ustrial chemicals, have ~LV. ; i s s ; i c ; .Mec wn b i r t r dekvs r, wi 'd
:^:mals and wnr- reduced menta : ^ 1 ;•. i- -ri cbi 'J-en of T t'v- • * ' • • , -• . . > • . : jh''\ ., ::r.:.. :i -lated f > ; .T nder the federal Superfv.nd l;w. :'-u c • . • i pan i e s respons:r > <• - nr p ' ^ L i i i i o ' ' <.v >„• \ > ,\ -. ;:i ; - • o
study ard the cleanup, which in the case of the Fox River could easi ly "un to hundreds of mil l ions of
dol lars.

In recent years, ihe EPA has rout ine ly allowed what it calis "potent ia l ly respons ib le part ies" iPRPs ! to
conduct this pro-cleanup s:udy. called a Remedial Investigation/Feasibiii iy Study ;R IFS) . Regulatory
reformers argued that industry involvement in ihc.j studies led lo faster, more effective, less expensive
cleanups.

But after four months of negotiations with the mills, EPA and DNR officials announced Dec. 11 thev
were rejecting the mills' proposal. They said they would conduct the study themselves.

The agencies cited a dispute over trie time it would take to complete the s.udy and disagreements about
the approach.

That decision signaled a fundamental shift in ihe relationship between the mills and govern;nent
regulators. For 11 years, the companies and state regulators sat across from :r>e same table, conducting
studies and analy/ing cleanup opt ions .

But as hard choices rapidly approach the proudly advertised sp ir i t of coope'ation has withered.
EPA and DNR officials say enough studies have been do-e. more than on any other river in history. The

information needs only to he plugged into the RIFS. they said, a process t h n t will take about a year.
The paper mills disagree, saying no "re^l life" studies of dredging on a rver l ike the Fox ex i s t , and they

accuse the EPA of being predisposed toward dredging, the most expensive response to 'he pollution.
"If anyone has prejudged the outcome of an open, objective RIFS, it is the EPA." Reirr.er said. "This

dec n by Region 5 (of the EPA. threatens our long-standing cooperative effort. Tl Jecis ior. starts us
clown the path of l it igation, confrontat ion, and delays in restoring the r iver"

Reimer said the mills are accused of having a closed mind toward dredging
"This simply is not true." he said. "Of course, we have a lot of questions and concerns about dredging

because we have yet to see any real scientific evidence that it will work m the Fox River s i tuat ion . "
Which is why the mills want to incorporate two demonstration dredging projects, set to- begin on the

Fox :his summer, into the RIFS.
Curnpany officials said the projects might confirm their belief that dredging will not only be

prohibitively difficult and expensive, hut will actually worsen pollution hy st irr ing up contaminants that are
now buried under cleaner sediments.

Waiting for information from the dredging projects would delay the RIFS hy just s.x months . Reimer
said.
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Phil ip "vrvidea. a seniir offic ial with N C R , played n video nt the confo-e-uv. made avaihhle to
television stations, showing rr.onstr.ius mach.nery pulling ton:, ot wet rrud ''on a water body and dropping
it in sett ' . irg pnnds

"What we're talking about is th is rwind of equ-prient being i:r. these >; rn . e s ,-f r i\er fu' somewhere
between 20 and 25 years."

Servidea said the companies are proposing a combined approach that :n;gh: involve some dredging, bu:
that would emphas./e the creation of en.-unced wildlife refuges, and ;he capping of sediments on the river
bottom. Other con laminated sediments would be allowed to remain in the r-ver . covered with the cleaner
sediments that have formed in the nearly 30 year since the use of PCBs were banned.

The EPA and DNR have said those ci.emicals won't remain covered, that each major storm that riles
the Mver will push more of the contaminants into 'he waters of Green Bay where they cannot be recovered
and where they will continue to harm wild animals and people fur more than a century.

One environmental group, the Clean Water Action Council, is gearing up to counteract what it considers
a public relations campaign by the nulls.

"They've spent big money on this PR machine, ' sa id Rebecca Raters, pres ident of the non-profit grr . f -
"It's cranking up and it's having an effect on peop'.e."

Katers said she demanded and will receive ecual time nn a Greer, Day -elevis ion station that aired a
segment highlighting the mills' position.

"The big issue is to make clear to :he public that this stuff is already moving, and we have to catch ;*
before it gets to the bay. It is our responsibility, not our grandchildren's, to clean it up."

Katers said the mills, some of which have billions in assets, can afford to spend hundreds of millions on
the cleanup - by sharing an expense which will be spread om over 1 (i to 20 years.

Paper company executives have a different view of the expense.
Servidea was asked at the conference why the mills don't just go along w ; ih the EPA and the DNR.
"Unfortunately, with the direction the CPA seems :o he go'"p in " he said, ' g - i i ng along means going out

of business for some of these companies." __________________________
Ihe i'fvf-j PRP<j are Fort Howard. Appleion Paper*,. P.H Glatjtlrer RwruJ? Paptr. V S Paper Mi:li>, and

Mtlh NCR. a dau processing company, k involved because ti :>ncc an tied Appleion Papers.
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• DNR sides y/ilh EPA in re iecttt <;_;cleanup offer t»y Fox'Eivsr paper .nisi?

"They don't
plan ;on gather-
ing any more
data. What they
are proposing
here is a monu-
mental project
that has never
been done bo-
fore, with no
foresight at all
whether it's
going to workor not, and they
have nowhere
to p*'t. this
staff."
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RIVER: Area, paper mills
pleased with DNR decision
*____ nut FPA.offlcials say conui
From A-1

But EPA-officials say commer-cial landfills can accept the sedi-ment and that after IS years of sci-entific investigation, enough stud-ies have been done. The DNRessentially-agrees.U.S. Sens. Russ Feingold andHerb Kohl, joined by US. .Reps.Jay Johnson, D-Green Bay, andTom Petri, R-Fond du Lac, issued astatement Thursday calling on theEPA to include the $7 millionpaper mill projects in the study.Baker said information from thedredging projects can always be—'—* !-»- »!... _lMn,,n nlan

rent, that it will be far too ,and that burying the -PC__.._sediments will be politically, finan-cially and socially impossible.The real argument now revolvesaround how much sediment willhave'to be removed and at what
cost."I can't tell you what it mightbe." said Hultgren. "No one hascome up with a number yet But Ithink the number is going to be
'^tt^SSSSSSi -SS^ESaS!!^S îSSiSrJtelSSSrtJS But he wid *« EPA a™1 DNR didKT&^t .̂tS. ^wantjhestudytobedependent
largest environmental cleanup pro-ject ever proposed hi the UnitedStates, there are between 8 millionand 11 million yards of contami-nated sediments."It puts us in the multibillion-dol-lar range," Hultgren said.Hultgren said the EPA rejectedthe industry ' study proposalbecause of the mills' insistence thatinformation'learned during'twocleanup demonstration projects,scheduled to begin this summer, beincluded in the study. •

UVft n*M«» MM* ..*__.on the projects.Hultgren said the real fireworkswill come late in 1998, or in 1999,when the RIFS is complete and theprojects are complete and the

.They don't plan on gatheringany more data," Hultgren said."What they are proposing here is amonumental project that has neverbeen done before, with no foresightat all whether it's going to work or• •• -«— —.u*... »„ M1»

C 1CI1U/T01.Baker said if the cost is too great1for the mills to afford, it is possibleother funding sources could beadded to the mix. but no one hasidentified them yet He held out.hope for a cooperative, negotiated'agreement"Maybe we won't be successful, I.don't know, but it. isn't dead," hesaid. "The concept that all partiescan work cooperativelyj on environ-mental cleanup is still something
- - « . . . - „.——it- At.^ »!___ »_J

WV^IB M^r»v «» — ._- _F - _at all whether it's going to work or mental cleanup is suit somcuungnot,, and they have nowhere to put that we think.is worth (he time and
this stuff." effort"
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HUOM

ilaii IWIcapaitment, servednu Ilie schoolUmrd from 1992until he resignedIn 1996.l.iltlc Chute
School Suiit. RillMlzpairkk said.. Wedneidny that.nl, I not coniiiienl oil the milI..C he huil not yet received the

vi , I II,,I/. win, li clled In the
'i hciiip llic diulilct "agent"• • i l » lc lor Ilie actions adverse-
, Hup Riian I'tleiion. also• l i. is not teen Ilie complaint
iinul Loiiimcnt on it.I iwsiiii was filed Wednes-
Oul.iramie Tounly Circuitl>y NIC Inmily's atlorney.II 1 yfc of llollci.hcck. ROW-
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Agency says state has shown little
progress in cleaning np Fox River

By Ed Curhm

MOSTf: IIDV

roo00n-hJ<I

I n • move applaudedby emrlroninenlilliliI and decried by bidua-! try. (he US. Environ-| mental Protection| Agency uld Wedne*.day it will Kek toplace the lower Pb»
! I River on In SupernindI I MMorha/ardoutwaileiltci.

The EPA uld the Hale of WU-coniln hat taken loo loruj to cleancontaminated K<llmenl| from I he39 mile tlrclch of river from thednmi at Ncennh Menaslia to theriver t inoulli at CJrcen liny
David Ullrlch. the El'A'i actingregional administrator, laid theWisconsin Department of NaturalResources hus been negotiating

, / This came out
of the blue with no
warning. This is awild card, a com-
plete surprise. ' >
DENM9 HULTQRENof AppMon Papcra

with riven paper mills ruponslblefor much of the contaminationalnce 1992.
"However, other than tomerecent deinonitrallon projecli In avery limited area of the riverprogress hat been tlow.' he said'

To data, then haa not been enoughactual cleanup of the pollution.1A paper mill epoketnun InAppfeton called the SuperfUnd dev-dopnwnl •umlnoua.*This came out of the blue withno warning.- said Dennb HiHlgrenof Appleton Papera. This a wildcard, a complete aurnrbe. In mostSupernind UK*, thlngi don't getdone for yeari. I Just hope this doet-nt lead to a litigated solution, be.cause then everyone losea."EnvlronmenialUu. weary of thedecade-long discussions that havetaken place on the Rn, lauded themove, saying II would speed up theremoval of 1-CDs from the river'smud, chemicals suspected of cau»-ng cancer and learning deficienciesIn children and birth defects In wild

ae«EPA,A-H
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NEENAH 8L DOL BO,
nmh calted the avanlo
school's yeartxxik "rtdtouli

Board men: mad over yihe can'

NEENAH - TinRocket ytiibonk Ikkd "Wh;the wnth of Kliool botrd mKo<h told llwBo.nl of HdprcKnlallon of lh« book b ;
"Site yautook, which bpnUliu nunterout ftfet, photo)in purpotdy prlnteJ ion their >U« or updoedown. The pktiun ofteichen ire In mtnt•Iprwbetlul order, theheidlni over, dlxrklMlndnltlnlon li writ-ten bictwMd tnd llwthetopty-

2tit1t:f.heading overschool board b
""Yi........when people's tStlei areput upside down *Roth said. "I think hidisrespectful* 8Roth said the year- bbook Miff oversteppedUs editorial Hcenie, and heto the advisers that any suunacceptable.School board member Sof Rnlh'e sentiment He sa
applied In tin book might bproprlale.can't say It's offensn..^..y unusual. I don't (hi
hance the appearance or IhButter saUyeatbookishlifetime and should not be"I Ihlnk there are ceils

•PVIKU in iIna^roprU
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expected tc ~e in piace ry
:ar.y years andtco much money spent with norr.ud mcved out of the river," saidnmily Grsen, the Sierra Club's pol-icy specialist for the Great Lakes."It is crucial that we get theFCBs out of the river LOW, beforethey are washed into Green Baywhere they will cause long-terrahealth and environmental prob-lems," Green said.Ullrich wrote Gov. TcmmyThompson on Tuesday seeking hissupport in placing the lower Fox onthe Superfund listUnder proposed revisions to theSuperfund law, a governor's sup-port would be necessary for aSuperfund listing, but not undercurrent law."While we ardently seek yourconcurrence," Ullrich wroteThompson, "we are prepared toproceed with the Superfundprocess independent of the state ifthat is necessary.""Thompson was unavailable forcomment this morning, but he haspublicly stated his opposition tofederal involvement in the cleanup,favoring the voluntary approachembodied in the Fox River Coali-tion - a partnership among theDNR, industry and state and localgovernments.Bruce Baker, deputy administra-tor for the DNR's division of water,said the state has been unimpressedwith Superfund projects to date."Our experience with EPA isthat it takes longer and costsmore," Baker said. "We've hadexperience with them in Sheboy-gan. That project is going on its 10-year-anniversary-plus. It was ourexperience with them on other pro-jects that led us to believe there's abetter way to do it, but it seems theyare unwilling to try anything buttheir Superfund approach whichhas been shown nationally to be aprogram that is broken."I think it's also something thatdoes not recognize the kind ofcooperation and response we'vehad from the dischargers on theFox River. They're participationhas been a model for this land ofpartnership."Baker said the Fox River Coali-tion is making strong progress.The seven paper mills have con-tributed $10 million as a down pay-ment on the cleanup and bids fortwo demonstration projects havealr-eady been let with contracts

are net
happening rast enough. Ea.<ersa:d "but they haven't" said whatthey would do differently."Jim Hahnenberg, the EPA'sremedial project manager for theF:A River, said the state has doneexjsiient work in evaluating thesediment pollution but has failed tocome up with a complete plan.

Baker said the r?A': -. : • _ >dc'-biy upsetvL-.g :eci_:e v.e ::
Justice Department ar.c the faceDepartment of Justice are currently negotiating a settlement on cor.trol of the river cleanup with a July28 deadline."Just the way this is being han-dled raises some questions aboutthe what the EPA is attempting todo," Baker said.
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Seven Companies 'Will Pay:$10 .Million- For The IE
'.ChernSeals From The

BTEDCULHANE
Tki fMlouint mrtltU to nprtiatd .
~Uli ptn*i**i<m ftrtm II* Appblon '.

PmtCmcnt,
Mm a decade of talking, ail Fox ViJ-

ley paper mill* ind • data proceuiDg
company hm agreed to pay (10 million
toward the removal of toxic charalcala
from the lower Fox River.

The money i> • partial eettlement of
• claim igainit the companies by UM
Stite of Wiiconiin, negotiated by the
office of Atty. Gen. Jime» Doyle.

Thie in no way coven the total coat,"
•lid Jim Haney of the itate Justice
Department. Thli a a partial aettle-
raent. It doei not remove the final
daimi the ataU haa agahiet thaaa com-
pani« or other eompanloa.*

Contributing to the aottlament era1 •
Applotoa Pep*ri. P.M. Glatfalter la

.. Neenah, Kivenide Piper in AppUlon,'.'
' 9. Paper Milli in Manaaha and Fort

•mrd In Cnwn B<»v. Thr Hat* priv
.tiinj NCR Corp. wal Included

becauae H once owned Appleton Papera.
The corapaniei were reaponaible for

diicharglng pnlyehlorineted blphenyM
(PCBi) and other teilc chemical! into
the river prior to and during the IVTOa.
FCBi have beaa tied to health problem!

p, buyi corporate pol-
luten anetber twe yean of p.m-frei
."WeSe aaaa waWnf fcr 11 yean now
Iaca 'tk»rtaaidlal actloa planninf
araani atarted/ Kalne laid, *and we

Depoott N, a PCB pollution hot epot targotool Mr-~*t»*> thli ana
the «»rth bonk. In !tlu,K«rlj. the Oepap ?aper ICD, elMwii in
which ramllod from pollution migrating '
in birdi and flan and an lupected of
reducing immunity in human! and
increaalng the riak of cancer. A recent
•tudy linki moderate ceniumption of
PCB-contamiaated Hah b> WiicoKiln ' ,
wonnn with ndnced iiiteplgonee' ecoree' " 'by their childna. ', "; ' ' - ' ; • . • ; ' " •
Thii ia a remarkable agnement.*

•aid Gov. Tommy Thpmpaon in • pnaa
releaee. *9Ula and iaduatry an (tap-
ping forward aa pertoen la take napoa-
eibiltty for netering the quality of ear
natural neooitei. Thii action exempU-
fiea good corporate ethic by enabling
tamedlata octien oa behalf of the river/

Ziivironmantaliata wen leei enthuii-
aatkiboul the deal.

Rebecca Kalen, aecotrre director of
the C/ .a Water Action "onncll of
Mortheeit Wleeondn. aaid the money,
which wont begin to cover the con of a

•, la loofttoa en tBaVrf1 of the Pox River, along
irapli, U not renp^nJilhUi for fteooeit N,

tie peblie to review a plan that will
detaU whkk area, will be deaned up.hew dean la eleea, exactly bow thi
deanup wffl eccor aad when the eedi-

ara deaned ap at
The Hmmmt calU (or the 110 mil.

Moo. lo be apent far etudying and doeign-
tng reiteration project! in the river
dewaitraam ef too dam at De Pore,
whore awet of the pollution raeta, and

-Famer"

WI1II.U -Bill- Peterb.r. will be Ind«wto4 l.lo the Wlaoe.eln
Ceneorratlo. Ball of Panu on April IS, 1WT al Bo.try Theatre,
wontrr luonoM C*, Btorco. Point, WL at IftM tLm. .'

Pan a/ the Bonejr will be ipeat to
expaaid the rea>im«ry aaae at 10OO
Ialaa4a Bnvlreameatal Center in
Knkawu, ipgrodlng a nature trail
that win bo paved, holldiag a canoe
hmartl ao4 conatiotling an ohaervatioadeck with a view of the river"! nettlnj
kaM aoBtea, aaeae wOl ha apant building
.a porUag hit, UUng trail, oaaervatioa
oeeaa aael • oahtng pier at the Point Au

. Clrcciem
(JRte dbx
April 1R twl H?,
Bent VJcoCcnm,
StWfcan PffSwt

Seble Wetlandi.
"That money •houldn't be ipenl on

parking lota,* aaid Dntt Hulaoy of the
Sierra Club. "Every penny ia daapanuly
needed for the removal of PCDi.'

Like ;UUn, Hulaey called for a more
public proceaa.

Hulaey laid the river cleanup will
coat between 1100 miDion and 1300 mil-
lion. Katera aaid it could coat ea much u
11.2 billion doHan.

The vaat diecrepancy In coit eiti-
mitaa ii related to uncertainty about
which technologies will eventually be
naed to treat the river Mdlment. The
•edimenta could be capped on the river
bed, dredged and buried in • landfill.
•hipped to a texic waate dU~"eel eite or
be reuiored and burned w ... air 10110-
bera.

State and lederal agendoa have been
wreatling with the cleanup effort «ince
U.S. and Canadian negotiaton identi-
fied 43 toxic hot apota in the Oroel
Lake* and agreed to remediate them.
But a Remedial Action Plan that graw
out of that pi mm haa aot retailed in •
cleanup.

In 1992, tbe State of Wiiconiin
farmed the Fox River Coalition, a part-
narahip between the atata Department
ef Natural Raaoorcea and rcpreaenta-
tiree of polluting induatriaa. The coali-
tion haa focnaed 1U efforU on itudiei
and on getting t pilot project off the

Continued On Pag* 11
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Wisconsin Elk Study Progress Report No. 12
1996 Rut fh.1 rut d ev e l oppd wel l

thia year. The three yearling bulli of
th« 1995 rut, now with 3X3 or 4X4
antlers at aga two yeara, diapl«y«d
TDOT* intcnae br**ding behavior u indi-
cated by their bugling and att*odanc«
to th« main herd of cowa, Tha two older
bulli wer« aach with ain(l« adult cowa.
Tht behavior end movement* of the elk
during thia rut indicate* that at leaat
Ifl cowa could have been bird, portend*
inj aignificant productivujr next calving
i <MQ. Thf two calvea that were born
thii year wen atill alive aa of thia writ-
inf. At leaat thm voungatera from the
199S cairinf are alao known to be atit)
alive. One oftheae, a retrling bull, waJ
in the Springfarook region. MUthwaat of
Havward during and after tbe rifle deer
anaaon. Ha waa miaaing during laat win-
ter bat return**! to apend tha aommar
with hia mother (No. 21).

1996 Deer Seaaon. The rifle and bo*
eeaaon pa»a<i without injury ta elk.
The hard waa monitored Intanitvely
tiarmdtaU.7 prior to, during, and aAar
the huata. Deer hunting eampa on the
atudy ana w«ra vtaited prior to opening
day with USDA-Foraet Service neraon-
nal to remind deer hunter* that elk
ware praeent. Huntera war* alao inter-
viewed ir. the field throughout the aea>
aaa. AJ1 huntara were tware of tha elk
.rt-'dy in their hooting area and were
esvrciaiBg caution in ^ratifying poten-
tial tariaxta. Three hftentifUbte groupa of
elk were monitored intanaively. aad two
othcra periodkatly, during the dear eea- -
•on. Hunting Ktiv.tiaa, induding drivea
and individaali on atanda and atill*
hunting, cauaed an abnormal, relatively
mieor movement of only two bull elk.

i Thee* bulla broke away (roan tha main1 herd of 18 elk and moved to two arau
• appraaimattty.two mitea to the aevth.

They atayed in thpe^^pUil̂ aTaaa end
then rejoined tbe original group tha day ̂

i afler the clt>*« of th* aeaaon. HunUr

The WisconsinTrappers
Association

den. ity 3n the *tudy area wai deter-
mined by direct count and in index wu
formulated for futur* deniity determi-
nation. One hunter wa* *ggre**ively
nudged with the 6X6 antler* of adult
bull 23 while he wa* on a itand early In
the morning of opening day. He fired
hie rifle into the ground next to the bull
cauiinj it to leave. Neither the hunter
nor the bull wee injured. '

Movementa. Nearly all of the elk •
returned to the lame general winter
range that they had occupied during the
winter of IWS-'W. Cow 14 (The Hnrley
Lady), ia itil) with the main herd of 18
elk which il within two mile* of the
nleaa* eita. Tha aame waa true for their
location* during the rut with the excep-
tion of bull 93 who ipant the nit and
deer eeaaon in the era* of cow 21 thia
year. The elk alao occupied the *«me '
eummar rang*) to 19M aa they did In
1995. Thil two-year pattern il an
encouraging Indication that their eaa-
•onal habitat need, are being met with-
in the atudy ana,. Their route of travel
between aeaaonal rangea wu elao the
tame thai year. Thie created a potential
haiard for motoriata and the elk that
nimmend north of Highway 77 aa they
moved (bar .me* ajuth to their winter
renge near the releaee eita. The elk
wen la the vicinity of tha highway for
•Marly two woeka where they wen Man
uOTnantly by transient motoriata and
eathuaiaalle ebaei-»ere who rieited the
area, oAen ia antidpetion of obeerring
them. The crnlgeatlon of park'ed can
conitituUd tha graateat haiard. Wi*.
conjin Department of TraMnorUtion,!*
prapa.ringk'warnihi *ign*' to alert

thS area wheiithaklk'rW.1 1 J ' ' ' |

Ucrji ars m op*r«'.i->n ..-. ',Se viciru'.y of
elk it Una ume. Tha |f*neral reaction of
elk to thii activity 11 being monitored
elfli.ly. Thu* far, logging doea no.
appear to be unduly iafluencing the
behavior of th« elk.

Winter Fcxxl Habita and Condition.
Moet of the elk Have once again tought
lowland ronifyr anaa for winter quar-
ter*. Whi-j cadar and moontain maple
an componenta of theee anas that era
pnferrtd by tha elk. Thermal differ-
ence* between the interior of the**
eonifer itand* and open area* i* lignifi'
cant On January 16, 1947, when ambi-
ent temperature wu -L9*P in tha open,
it we* -6'P ioiid* the itand. Snow
depth* were 29.5 and 21.3 inrhc* inaide
and ouUide of the conifer eUnda nepee-
tiwij on the aame date. The Utter cold
oflael winter hu not appealed thus far
«hla year. Unne .ample, were collected
i* December and January Ihia winter lo
fain en Inalfht Into currant elk phyeio-
lofte condition for companion with lalt
winter and to eetahUah a baa* for the
reauinder ef Ink winter. Koaolta of the
laaenalyele an not yet completed.

Habitat Uae. Thia ie beinj deter-
mined tor tbe flrat yean- of Uu atndy by
ruane ef a Oeofraphk Information eya-
taa neini the USDA-Fonet Service
Teptatfaa) data baa* and ear telemetry
baboo*. We hm cataiofojd 9,47< elk
location* aa of January'IT. 1997. Tha
nlationahie between elk-oee nnaa and
phyakd geocnphk hctoro can alao be
determined in thii analyf la.

Crop Depredation. Another amicable
diaeaeawn wta held with tha landown-
er* of the alleged pin* tne oiepredetion
of laat winter. They will eonUiae to
atudy the etautioa awl dead* on future

ir:hery Hunters Set New
Record With More Than
72,000 Deer Registered

•Archery deer hunters registered
72 .392 white-tailad deer during the
1996 season in Wisconsin, letting a
iw harveat record for the bow ae«aon,

which ran through Deo»niber 31.
Thia record reflccU a large increaae

in antlerieaa deer shot by bow hunters
In tht Zone T deer management units,
aa wtll «a an increaaed interest in
archery deer hunting ecroai the itata."
•ayi Bill Mytton, dear and bear ecolo-
giat for tha Department of Natural
Raaourcaa.

The Zone T hunt, conducted in 19
deer management unit* in leathern
and eaatcrn farmland treaa, required
both bow and gun hunters to eam-i-
buck by first sheoting an anUorieae
deer. Thia baoatad tbe Zone T antlarleaa
harvest during the bow season to
10.929, up from 1996 when 4,045
anUerleaa dear registered were rtgia
tared from the aame unita. Statewide,
archera registered 3B.96V amtleriesa
deer.

"Tbe Zene T hunt waa clearly the
primary factor in Increaaing the antler
leaa harveat,' Mytton aaye. The antler
leaa harraat did not mcreaae anywhere
near aa high In not. Zane T unita.'

Htintara parttdpatiog the manle-
loader aeaaon, which ran December !
tkraucb 8, regietered 3,244 o«er. down
alightly frem the 2,262 registered in
Ite».

Thia pute tbe oombined harreat from
tbe firearm (gun and muttie-loader
and areharr aaaaona at 4«0,524, which
Mytton saya, ia about what wildlife
manaagen bad predicted far the MM

Fer more information coDtact Bil
. Myttac at (608) 266-21M.

TOXIC "Cleanup - Continued From Page 1
ground to damonatrete how one of tbe
dotena of toiie hot spots, located near
Ki.nb.rly. «,ld ̂ I<n...rully.ren-di-
at»d. »'

• Coalitlen Ui make .iome .headway In
derelopuig their' rtfitagy for the. rirer,'.
eeid Je Mercurie, a t)NR, water
raaavreaa apeciallit aaaigned to the
eoojitieo. *Thia'ia what eTeryone haa
been waiting JOT (or 10 yean.'

Ch.ek Ledln, head of the DNX'a
Boraai* af Watanhad Managamaiit,
ackaiowledgad that theru haa bean a
groat deal af Impatient* ta aae oancraU

. action. Ha eatd the DNX Initiated mm-
UatWna with tha eempanie* end then
askad the Juetka Daoartmenl »>oin ta.

Thto It wonderful new, • ha aaH of
the iaiilaniani *Wa expect to ha moving
forward with tha pilot project at Depoait
N. Thai agreement will allow ua to do a
project on another part of the rtver. If*

going ta'allow ui ta get a lot of axperi-
• ence in term* of ahaptng a long-term
•traUgy for the cleanup,'

Ten million U a drop in the bucket,'
ivKatan aaid,. "It buy* them two more
.•>yean lee; a' token amount of money All .
\theae year* of.delly. There la • whole .
.haw ganaratiaa. of children being - •
'axpoaed to. contamination Ther* art
etJO people eating tea nan, and thvy an
not doing a good job of warning people
away.' , . . . .

Induatry npnaantatlvoa had a dif- •
ferent chararteriiation of the aottlav .
manL . >

• If. a lot of money,' aaid Dannie '•
• 'RailtgTani, an Appleton Papara' i
' apokaamav, 'and wa don't knaw the- ,
extent ef the deaiage or bow much man '
Kwtllc*.'.' . . . . . , |^'

Tha eoApaalaa an oDfjanittad t*> e«v "
Unulng aagetladen* with UtailUta ae\
tha preblam can be conwctod, laid Hult-
gren and Ferl Raward .pekaeman CHT

thia ia an agreement. Thia ia people
aaying thii il atap on* and agreeing on
theanalyaUofdata.'

II waa undaar what effect the art-
ttement will have on an environment
damage aanemunt being condnctad

• by the U.3. Fieh ft Wildlife Service.
The radanl Gavammant could aaeoM
damagaa againat tha eompaniea, but
tha etate of Wiacowin hu aooght te
nefotiate Ita awn agnananta.

DNR Secretary Caarga Mayar
pniaedtha *etHament . - .;•
• . Thia agnement provide* critical
'• aaad money,' he aaid. It help, get «
imperUnt prajaet etertedi We ncog-

^ nil* federal affortaT on behalf of thariver end, hope t» bring federal, tribal
'. and local gevwmmente.lnto thai oBbrt '

at all levela of gonmmeit an
•.luuud fa> laalniaal on* af Wiacanain a• gnajt nataral raaourc* ti iMinea. the

•Putting dainu) aaida,' Bower add.

.
: The Aaabdatad Pnaa contributed ta

'207389

WISCONSIN TRAPPERS ASSOCIATION INC.
Itm andoajnf taj AttUmonfj ocrtar to pay fcr OM yww'i rnainb«r»hip in W.TA.
iadndin( tha on* yW'i njbacription to Tki tVoppar, ind 1 win work with th«
Afaodatioa ta bring about fair trmppinf l»wi ind to pratcnt nnfilr leajiaUtim frotn
rumtnlnt Uw. • ' . •
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Fox cleanup explored
• Those attending a
public meeting found
there are more
questions than
answers

By Steve Wldeman
F'osl Crescent KlnM wrilor

The questions seemed simple.
How much will it cost to rid the

Fox River of toxins and who is go-
ing to pay?

The answers weren't quite as
easy.

"It depends how clean people
want the river," Appleton Mayor
Richard De Broux said during a
panel discussion Thursday involv-ing members of the Fox River Co-

alition. "There are a lot of peopleout there who say we've spent toomuch money already on the riverand shouldn't spend another nick-
el."

The coalition, a group of public
and private groups, including muni-
cipalities bordering the lower Fox
River, is working with tl e stale De-partment of Natural Resources todevise a plan to remove tons of tox-ins from a 39-mile stretch of river.

More than 100 people attended a
two-hour question-and-answer ses-
sion at Fox Valley Technical Col-lege's Bordini Center concerning
ongoing plans to clean the river ofheavy metals and cancer-causing
substances such as polychlorinatedbiphenyls(PCBs).

Many audience questions fo-
cused on public cost implications toremove pollutants from the river.

"Those are good, tough ques-

tions," said Outagamie County Ex-ecutive Ronald Van De Hey, thepanel moderator. He declared themeeting "open season" on coalitionpanel members
"It's absolutely critical we play

our car Is face up," he said.
De Broux said municipalities, in-

dustry and the state could engage incourt fights to see who should clean
the river "but v e'd be spending dol-lars in court rather than on the riv-
er."

De Broux said neither taxpayersnor industry can cover the cost of
cleaning the entire river. In 1992.the DNR estimated the cost tocleanse the lower Fox of PCBs and
other toxins at more than $950 mil-lion.

"We've all contributed to theproblem, whether we like it or not.We can point a finger at a certain
company and say they put it there.

but we use their products." DeBroux said. "I don't think taxpayers
should bail out any industry <>r thaithe industry should pay for Hit-cleanup by itself.'

DNR spokesman Lee Liebenstnusaid the estimated price tag io it-
move 63,000 cubic yards of I 'CHcontaminated sediment from Liiilr
l.ake Butte des Morts ad jacent in
the former P.M. Glalfcltei landfi l l in
Neenah stands at $15 milluvt

The site, known as deposit A, r
just one of 27 contaminated siti-.
identified between Little l.ake liuiic
des Morts and the De Pere dam.

Leibenstein said negotiations be
tween the state and DNK over n-
sponsibility for cleaning Deposit A
are sensitive, "but the department
expects a large contribut ion from
Glatfelter."

Please see FOX, H ;•



Fox River cleanupstatus is reviewed
From B-1

"Glatfelter has agreed somethingshould be done," Uebenslein said
"They are not pushing for no ac-tion."

He said the DNR's best plan to
treat Deposit A is to build a cofferdam around the area, drain the wa-ter, excavate an estimated Q.OOOyards of lake bed and transport thematerial by truck to a hazardouswaste dump near New Berlin.
Liebenstein said planning to cleanup Deposit A is on hold until a plan isdeveloped to clean the entire river.
Liebenstein said it wou d cost bil-lions of dollars to remove every mol-ecule of PBCs from the river and saidsome pollutants will likely be allow-ed to remain in river sediment.
"We will let nature do Us work,"he said.
Panel member John Kennedy ofthe Green Bay Metropolitan Sewer-age District said the coalition has notselected a preferred option to re-move toxins from the river, so itdoesn't have an estimate on costs.
"But if someone came in with anenvironmentally safe process, therewould be no problem with money,"he said.

Lcibenstein said the final solution
to cleanse the river will likely entail a
blend of technologies, possibly in-cluding dredging and burying thesediment in a landfill or burning it.cnpping the affected lake bed to pre-
vt-nl release of the pollutants or in-troducing bacteria to "eat" the toxic
substances. Such a bacteria test pro-ject is underway in Sheboygan.
Kennedy said there has been some

work done on a genetically "n-gineered "super bug" bacteria thatdevours PCBs, "but nobody's excitedabout using that on a large scale untilit is proven."
DNR planner Jo Mercurio, whoauthored a coalition report on theplanning progress thus far, said oneproblem is the constant shifting ofpollutants within the river system

She said heavy rains in 1993 pushed
a large amount of PCBs over the DePere dam and into Green Bay.

"We're going after a moving target, so it's important we get Partedon the cleanup quickly." she said.
Mercurio said if no action was tak-en to remove the toxins, the rivercould cleanse itself to acceptable le-vels in about 120 years.
"If by magic we could do the worktoday, it would still take 10 years,"

she said. "Reality is really some-where in between."
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Key lawmakersdiffer on plan
• Th« question Iswhether PCIs couldmigrate from landfills
•yCWTUUter

MADISON - Two of the stateLegislature's key environmentalkwmakers have different views onburying polluted river-bottom•Judge in landfills. .J,Sen. Robert Cowles, R-GreenBay, taid he believes potychlori-nited byphenyls can be depositedstfety in prop-erly designedlandfills, but. Rep. SpencerBlack, D-Madi-son, isnt sure.

prompted by opposition from resi-dents who don't share the confi-dence some officials have in thesafety of the disposal method.Cowles echoed statements byDNR and EPA officials that gettingthe polluted sludge out of water-ways is imperative to eliminate amajor source of pollution.Landfill disposal "is the only waywe're ever going to do it," Cowlessaid. "I think we've got an educa-tional effort on our hands on lettingpeople know that science teUs usthat PCBs don't migrate." -He said be bases ms belief onsources besides the DNR and EPA."I am notagainst it atthis point,"Blade said. Buthe said threeQuestions
,The twochair the com-mittees in theSenate and As-stmbly thathandle envi-ronmental issues. If the Depart-ment of Natural Resources |ainspermission from the U.S. Environ-mental Protection Agency tochoose landfills for PCB burial, the.mmittees >ave authority to op-pose DNR action.The state and federal agenciessay putting PCB-polluted sludgefrom lake and river bottoms intolandfills is the Quickest and cheap-est way of getting rid of the sus-pected cancer-causing chemicalThe chief question is whetherPCBs could escape from landfillsand pollute water supplies.Cowles doubts this could happen."To the best of my knowledgePCBs do not migrate," he said.The Outagamie County Board'saction last week opposing PCB dis-posal in the county's landfill was

be answered;
•Under theconstitution,could the staterestrict Itslandfills towaste from within Wisconsin bor-ders and refuse PCB sludge fromother states while operating on afederal agency's authority?• Can the pollutant escape fromlandfills and invade water supplies'*"It is very poisonous and verypersistent," he said. 'There's al-ways the claim that the newestlandfills are state-of-the-art Theyalways leak."

"The potential volume of thismaterial is large," Black said. "Itcould fill up a landfill."The EPA is considering whether'to give the DNR blanket permissionto choose landfills to receive PCBa.Wisconsin Public Intervenor Thorn-•as Dawson has challenged theEPA's legal power to pass so muchof its authority to a state agency.

201300
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County unwilling to take toxic muck
Front A-1 ments, waste treatment plants andindustries along the Fox.Fitzpatrick said if they do nothingand the U.S. Environmental Protec-tion Agency or the U.S. Fish andWildlife Service decide to take en-forcement action, everyone but thelawyers /ill lose."We have a real concern basedon past large-scale enforcement ef-forts such as Superfund enforce-ment, where up to 40% of the mon-

even start with the disposal of anestimated 4 million cubic yards ofPCB-contaminated river muck."I heard a slamming door," Outa-gamie County Executive RonaldVan De Hey said of the CountyBoard's 35-1 vote last week to keepPCBs out of the county landfill.'It would appear to me this action •»»», «»••«• v «v w w <• \n um mun-is very final. Ira critical to say that, ey spent has been for legal fees,"because the last thing 1 want to do is Fitzpatrick said "I don't considergive (the DNR) some kind of hope that a particularly useful way of n>-that I don't believe is there."
To get a sense of how far the FoxValley has to go in dealing with thePCB mess, it helps to rememberwhat the DNR was after in Outaga'mie County. The agencywasn't asking the countyto become the state'sPCB dumping ground;officially, it was simplyasking the county toconsider opening its

that a pstoring the environment."When it got down to Cases lastweek, however, Outagamie Countyshowed more interest in preservingits landfill than in restoring the en-vironment.

landfill to PCB-contami-nated dredgings from asingle, smaU demonstra-tion site in Neenah. _____
Known as "Deposit V«nO»M«y

A," the site has an estimated 63,000 massive PCB dump,cubic yards of PCB-contaminatedmuck, a mere fraction of the 4 mil-lion cubic vards believed to be inthe river. If cleared of PCBs, Depo-sit A would serve as a model forcleaning up more than 30 othersites along the lower Fox that havebeen identifed as PCB hot spots

Predictably, residentsliving near the landfillsaid they didn't want aPCB dump as a neighbor.Raising questions aboutthe DNR's integrity,some residents eithersuggested or flatly de-clared that the DNR was

County Highway CommissionerMichael Marsden doen't think interms of DNR plots, but he made itclear that he would just as soon nothave any PCBs in the landfill.
"It's a very predto Outagamie Cou commodity*nd I don't

"Wo*vo boon waitingfor tho past 20 yoar*< fforaporfoctsolution and wo*vo••on continuing•nvlronmontalprobUm*. Tho tlmofor tho elovnup !•• now."
William Fitxpatrickwater resource* engineer

August.
If Outagamte or some other areacounty can't be persuaded to openIts landfill to PCBs, a private landfilllike the Waste Management opera-tion near Whitelaw in ManitowocCounty could do the job. Fitzpatricksaid the DNR has talked to privateoperators about handling PCBs, buthe refused to elaborate.
Since the DNR doesn't have thepower to force county landfills toaccept PCBs, the orhrate optionmay end up as the only option.
David Misterek, a solid wastemanagement specialist with theDNR's area office in Oshkosh, saidat a public meeting last week theproblem with going private is thatan already expensive undertakingcould become even more expen-sive.
Misterek is afraid private opera-tors will overcharge if they know

would peff Ms costs to the out-df-"state shipment of PCBs, whichcould go as high as $50 million justfor the Deposit A cleanup. By con-trast, it is estimated the cost wouULbe $10 million if the Deposit -*-dredgings were taken to the Out*-gamie landfill.
Some Outagamie County officialssay they were caught by surprisewhen the DNR started talking•bout using the county landfill forPCBs, but FHzpatrick said they•snoukui t have been. ,
"This is not something that tarcome about in the last six months,1^he said. "We've been working onthis for half a decade."
Fitzpatrick said the Legislatureauthorized the DNR to develop aPCB remediation plan in 1989, andDeposit A has beefi targeted as ademonstration cleanup site since1992.'
As recently as hut year, Fitzpa-trick said the Outagamie CountyBoard authorized funding for theFox River Coalition, a group of BI-*.dustrial and govenment represenjp-tives charged with developing pro-posals for removing PCBs from ffleFox River. Outagamie County isrepresented on the coalition.
Fitzpatrick hopes to submit an of-ficial proposed plan for Deposit Anext month, and he is hoping thistime around the shock isn't what itwas last month wt- <he facts sur-faced that the DK -' Is looking at*"* . . » , — __



COMMENTARY

'The real owners of the river have failed
ecently, one of 01 a sons described the tro-phy walleye he tad caught and returned

or fear of from wherethe water. He could not keep the fishit had come and the tox-

viewpoint
ROYVAUTCHKA

ns it contained.Peter was fishing t] ic Fox River at the DePere dam.I thoughi sadly to ipyself thai again are wepassing a legacy of contami-nation, pollution and toxins;o yet another generati in.In my lifetime, I always:iave lived along the shores ofLake Michigan, Gretn Bay.md the tributary strea ns.My fondest memoiies areof a Victorian era hoi se justsouth of City Park in < kontowhere Green Bay wis ourback door. A property bound-ary creek provided suckersand smelt in season. OurChicago relatives in th; yearsbefore and carry into WorldWar II came to fish pei ch andnet smelt. Often a dear wastaken from its hinges t( createan extra table for th« night-time fish fries.
We children could v ade farout into the Bay, enjo;ing itssandy expanse of shallowwater. The nearby ontoRiver was the site of ai i annu-al community Smelt Festival.Ice was harvested each winterfrom the river to cool the iceboxes of a populace tothoutrefrigerators. We youigsterswould "filch" chunks of icefrom the ice man's wag on andcool our thirsts as to madehis summer rounds.
Dad's newspaper career took us toMarinette, the Menominee River and moreenjoyable days along tl e Bay.
Another move took us to Two Rivers andthen Manitowoc and iqmes within blocks ofLake Michigan. Our fa nily saw lines of anglerson the breakwaters fill ng five-gallon pails withjumbo perch. We seired smelt in spring andhand-caught suckers working their way up therivers flowing into the lake.
All that changed. \\ wasn't sudden but, likea cancer attacking healthy cells, our watersbecame overburdened \ with industrial, munici-

I, for one, do not
want to pass on
to my children
another lifetime

of befouled waters.
Nor do I want our
children to pass on
such a legacy to

our grandchildren.
... All parties must
work together

pal and farm wastes.
By the time I was in the seventh and eighthgrades, the beach at Oconto's City Park wasfouled with raw sewage and pollution from far-ther down the Bay. We could no longer wadethe waters. The smelt carnivals were canceledfor that reaso^ and because of pollution ridingthe Oconto River from an upstream mill. Thethought of sucking on achunk of river ice was repul-sive.

By the time I was graduat-ed from college, the perchhad all but disappeared fromLake Michigan waters. Wewere aware of new threats,among them, sea lampreyswhich had wipeti out ourlake trout And, as a TVnews director, I filmed oneof our reporters standingchest deep in a pair ofwaders in the lake. As wepanned back for a wide shot,he was surrounded withdead, decaying and dyingalewives. That was the mid'60s.The introduction of sportfishing species to the lakesoon brought alewife popula-tions under control. A newattraction had drawn atten-tion back to Manitowoc andthe communities up anddown the lakeshore. By thetime the '70s rolled around,there were new and ominouswarnings. Anglers werewarned about mercury, lead,PCBs and other contami-nants in the trophies theysought.
i My wife and I, by now, had made our homein Appleton and relished the beauty of our FoxjRiver, a beautiful river but good for little else.Members of my Boy Scout Troop providedIcanoes and paddlers for Rep. Tom Petri's once'regular floats down river to De Pere with state,icounty and local politicians. The trips were todraw attention to the plight of the river and toinspect its 17 locks.
! Those trips have long been over. Last fall, mysons and I attempted a similar canoe trip fromMenasha to Wrightstown. It turned into one ofthose trips one would rather forget. In eight

hours, we fought barrier after barrier to our rer and gave up at the Thilmany Paper Co. loctired and dismayed.We found the river cleaner than 10 years pivious. Our oldest son, who worked in the enronmental field for a paper company, coimented that the water his firm put back into tlriver today was cleaner than that taken outmanufacture his firm's products.But our Fox River today still is passing oncontaminants and nonpoint pollution to oGreen Bay and ultimately Lake Michigan.
In my 60 years, I've come full circle. Nowfollow with interest the posturing of the varioentities involved in Fox River cleanup. Tiie F>Cities Chamber of Commerce and Industryestablishing its river position; municipaliti_huddle in meetings with their lawyers to de^mine how they will deal with the issue; xpaper companies are faced with cleanup cosand state and federal authorities attempt to tus how the river should be addressed to remoPCB contamination; eliminate nonpoint poltion and close our locks.In all of this, we, the real owners of the rivhave failed to speak. The Fox River is our riv.It belongs to all people; those who live alongbanks; those who seek to enjoy its beauty, thewho wish to ply its waters, fish and swim. Towners of the river are silentWhen all is said and done, the costs of triver cleanup will be paid by us whether in hiser prices for paper products, user fees or fedal state, county and local taxes. No single erty will absorb the cost of river clean-up. The.costs will be passed on.I, for one, do not want to pass on to my cldren another lifetime of befouled waters. Ndo I want our children to pass on such a legato our grandchildren. Posturing, legal pratand arguing over who will be responsible Icleanup or how it will be accomplished willlittle to move forward. All parties must wetogether, establish the most cost effective, sentificaliy safe and soundly engineered meods possible.For my part, and I hope I speak for man>want - no, I demand - that our FQ>-SGreat Lakes waters be unpolluted, void{tamination and open Menasha to the Ba>Wable for all who wish to -enjoy the gift of watthe very life blood of our existence.

U Roy Valitchka is a former associate editorThe Post-Crescent He lives in Appleton andinvolved in many community organizations.



PCBs: Unwanted burden
'

PotlCMcknl photo by SMv* App*
TUB OUTAOAMM tOWMTT LANDFILL Is a suitable disposal site lor PCBs, according to the Department of Natural Resources.

They can't stay in the Fox River,but nobody wants to take them
By James Meyer
Post Cr«c*nl »taff »rH*r

When the bald eagle returned tothe Fox River Valley a few yearsago, the event was hailed as an en-vironmental breakthrough.
Here was dramatic proof that allthe money invested in cleaning theFox River over all those years waspaying off. The national bird wasback; for the first time in genera-tions eaglets were being raisedalong the river's shores.
There's been just one problem:the eaglets are, quite literally, toxic.
Tests show they have alarminglyhigh PCB levels in their blood, as domany other bird and fish speciesliving in and along the tower Fox.
The culprit here, porychlorinatedbiphenyls, is as famfllar to most FoxValley residents aft* the river itself.To many people in the vallev. PTR«

QUESTIONS, ANSWERS ON PCBS

FM Cwc*K imp bf Ifcvr fmmmi

en's bottom.
At week's end, this much wasknown: Outagamie County doesn'twant PCBs in its landfill, and thestate Department of Natural Re-sources doesn't know where it will

WNATAMPClif
PCBs, or potychkxlrwtad biphe-nyls. are a manma'to chemical com-pound once used widety In papar-maklng and other Industrialprocesses. PCB production wasbanned In 1976, but the compoundcan remain In the environment lorhundreds M not thousands ol yearsPCBs. which are present In the foodchain, are a suspected animal cargl-nogen and have been Nnked to reptoductton problems In animals and de-velopment and growth problems Inchildren.
WHAT IS THB STATI DOINOABOUT PCBa IN THI FOX MV.WIT
The state Department of NaturalResources. In cooperation wtth FoxRiver Vatfey Industries, governmentsand municipal waste treatmentplants, has Identified more than 30PCB "hot spots" on the lower Fox.ONR. working wNh the U.S. Envkon-menttl Protection Agency and an In-du*trv-aov*rruTwm4 ntmtn ralWl tK.

lions of dollars. Hopes persist for thefurther development of PCB "destruc-tion technologies," which couldsharply reduce cleanup costs. Fornow, Uiough, ONR officials are plac-ing heavy emphasis on the relativelycostly expedient of landfilling PCBs.
WHICH LANDFILLS WILLTAKK PCB-CONTAMINATKDSCDIMINTST
Again, no one knows. The Outaga-mie County Board voted last week tokeep PCBs out of Its landfill. Wlnne-bago County has also rejected over-tures to place PCBs In Its landfill. Onepossibility Is for the ONR to developMs own landfill. Another option, an es-pecially costly one. Is to truck PCB-contamlna.ed materials out of thestate.
WHO WILL MV FOR THBCLEANUP?
Litigation could skew things, but fornow area Industries have shown awMNngness to pay their share; how-ever, what their share Is remains to be



Which might explain why It cam*such a shock whan, in recentweeks, talk turned to where allthose toxic PCBs anonce they are dredgedthose toxic PCBs an going to gofrom the nv- ondUpOMliA-9

Ô̂

o

sue in Neeneh tn November.
HOW MUCH WHX A COM*MAT! CLMAHUP OF TMB VOXmVBHCOSTT
No one known, but educatedguessee run Into the hundreds of mM-

peylng. Financing the cleanup I;of the key Issues now before thRh«rC<MMtlon.
Is oneleFox

• Complied by Pott-Crescent•taff writer James Meycr.



OHWOH:

T
he Fox River is thedominant physicalfeature of a Green

Bay- Appleton arearapidly becoming moreurbanized. The river ispart of the area's heritage.It will play a major role in
the region's future.Because the Fox is soimportant, we ask you to
pay close attention toRiver Renewal, a series of
stories by environmentalreporter Susan Campbellthat begins today and will run
1*1————. Ja,,,

iFewer contaminants are\
dumped into it. Morepeople have a higherregard for its condition, v:But, as CampbeUfs >. -^
stories will show, ab- Aimproved Fox River is a •;
work in progress. Much '*has been done. But theFox remains a river in sneed of renewal.In particular: Flans -'•must be drawn to containdangerous contaminantc ~such as PCBs flushed into\— c^vnnoar ftffiorts are

*' "3 S«ta£ Se nioff from ««m
W^££&*«*a>**Her stones wui iuu& «v».».....through the eyes of those who live on its

banks, catch its fish, monitor itscomposition and design its future.Before whites came, the Fox was a vital
transportation and trade route forIndian tribes. It served the same purpose
as white settlers came to the !*»•«
But abuse — the dui—:— '

from sawmills, farms,municipalities — turned the river into a
sewer ana resident-; away from its fetid
waters.Thanks to an array of local, state and
national environmental initiatives, the
river is dramatically cleaner andhealthier today than a generation ago.

..ow the Fox's biggest, invw.v.*..Please pay attention to Campbell's
stories. The Fox will be of increasingimportance to the Green Bay-Appleton
area in years to come.An attractive river will draw newcommercial and residential development- - * v „ n\j ^/immunities along its banks.- j

elusive.

,-re
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By Ed Culhane
Post-Crescent staff writerThe need to remove contaminated Fox River sediments from
contact with the river's current is both drama ic and urgent, the
secretary of the state Department of Natural Resources said here
Thursday.

Speaking at Lawrence University, George Meyer described the dangers
to human health in frightening terms, and said those dangers will persist for
hundreds of years unless action is taken.

PCBs that cling to animal tissue become more concentrated as they move
up the food chain, Meyer said, resulting in deformities in birds that eat
contaminated fish.

Even more alarming are studies that document both learning and
behavioral difficulties in the children of mothers who eat PCB-
contaminated fish.

The children are born sooner, have lower birth weights and smaller
heads, Meyer said. They are three times as likely to have a lower average
1Q and twice as likely to be up to two years behind in reading
comprehension.

Follow-up studies show that these difficulties persist as the child ages.
These children also show a pattern of hyper sensitivity to stress.

"We are dealing with a very harmful substance," Meyer told an audience
of more than 90 people who crowded into a classroom on the university
campus.

Questions from the audience showed broad support for the costly and
lengthy cleanup of the Fox River proposed by state and federal regulators.

Meyer was challenged, however, by Bill Welch, president of the Fox
Cities Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Welch said much of the 80,000 pounds of PCBs lying in Fox River
sediments are found in concentrations as low as 2.5 parts per million, less
than the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has left behind after
cleaning up some Superfund sites.

Welch has issued a position paper on behalf of the chamber opposing
Superfund status for the Fox and arguing that extensive dredging of the
river will come at a tremendous, perhaps unattainable, cost to area paper
mills with little evidence that the money will be well spent.

He said 525 million tons of PCBs were released into the environment ****^
in the United States before they were banned 25 years ago. ^^



"PCB oils were spread on roads to control dust," Welch said. "Tlic> are
ubiquitous."

He said the primary study showing learning difficulties in children
revealed an IQ loss of less than 10 points, and he questioned
whether other toxins might have been involved.

"I don't think there is enough evidence to conclude from these studies
that PCB contamination endangers human health," Welch said.

Meyer said experts on the health studies will be brought to the Fox
Valley, perhaps in April, to appear at public meetings. He said the weight
of scientific evidence clearly supports a finding that PCBs are dangerous.

Many of the PCBs referred to by Welch are found in land deposits,
Meyer said, where they pose much less risk. PCBs tend to cling to
soil.

"People don't generally go around eating contaminated soil."' Meyer
said.

But in the river, Meyer said, the PCBs are constantly being exposed to
the food chain.

"The fish that are contaminated aren't eating sediments," Meyer said,
"they are absorbing those PCBs in the water column."

Meyer said that on a good day (with calmer stream flows) the PCB
contamination in the water column exceeds safety standards by a factor of
500. With the water churned by high flows or storms, Meyer said, the
contamination skyrockets to 50,000 times the safety standard.

Although dredging may expose more highly contaminated sediments,
Meyer said, that is not the point. Dredging still removes large amounts
of contamination from the river.

Meyer said that unless the contaminants are removed from contact with
the river, either through dredging or capping, the game fish in the river will
remain unsafe to eat for another 235 years.

"The question is, can we lower that by a couple hundred years," Meyer
said.

Meyer said he too opposed Superfund status, and he still hopes for a
negotiated settlement with the seven paper mills identified as being
responsible for the cleanup.



"For many reasons, that has not been successful ." Me\er -»aid ot talks
with the mills. "A major reason is fear of the cost."

If dredging is chosen as the primary cleanup strategy. Meyer said, the
cleanup could take 10 to 15 years, and payments on the cleanup could take
20 to 30 years.

No firm estimates are available, but the cleanup could cost hundreds of
millions of dollars.

The alternative to a cleanup, however, is even more expensive, Meyer
said. A Natural Resource Damage Assessment being conducted by the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service will compute damages for lost use of
clean water and safe fish and assess those against the mills that
discharged PCBs into the river for 20 years before the ban.

T^ose damages, projected into the future, will far exceed the cleanup
cost, Meyer said.

"No matter what remedy is selected, it won't be cheap," Meyer said, "but
we can't afford not to do it."
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Pollution solutions
Green Ba\
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PUBUC MEETINGS will address efforts to clean up contaminated sediments m the cox River

LOWER FOX RIVER CLEANUP RANKING
LOW VALUE

"Our concern is that
if nothing happens.
opportunities icill be

l n * t . The (toxic) material
in flotchig doH'nstreant,
into the bay. where it
can't be retrieved.'

BRUCE JOHNSON.
of ttw tnvtronnwnUI group

Fox-Wolf Bitln 2000
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• A public-private
group invites the
public to learn more
•bout the largest
cleanup effort ever in
the Great Lakes region

little LakeButte des Slorts
PUBLIC MEETING

SCHEDULE
+• WHEN: Thursday
+• WHERE: Bordm. Cent'' a;
Fox Valley Technical College
1825 N. Bluemound. Apoleion
»• OPEN HOUSE: 6 30 s m.
featuring Booihs anc mtorma-
live displays
»• PRESENTATIONS AND
DISCUSSIONS: 7 to 8:3C p.m.
Featuring maps, phctos and
discussion aCout rerr.ecia'. in-
vestigations on the Lower Fox
River, public safety and envir-
onmental precautions.

» . WHEN: Thursday. AJC. 1C
». WHERE: Holioay Inn Cen-
tre. 200 N. Mam St . . Green Bay
»» OPEN HOUSE: 6.30 E.r .
featuring booths and informa-
tive displays
> PRESENTATIONS AND
DISCUSSIONS: 7 to 8.30 c r-
Soentists, Engineers ana gcv-
•mmenl regulators will a"s*e-
questions.

Si•C"

CLEANUP



EPA official who will decidefate of Fox defends his agency
By Bob Vital*

Post-Crwcent Washington bureau
Washington

u 11 e r f 1 i e s,fin bows andblight blueskies adorn aSuperfundpromotionalposter that
hangs outsidethe office of

Timothy Fields.Inside, the EnvironmentalProtection Agency official whohas run the program for the last15 months paints an equally pos-itive portrait with words such as"sensitive" and "concerned."What a far, far different picture itis than the one being painted int ; Fox Valley, where it's some-times hard to tell which someleaders think is worse: a 39-milestretch of river tainted with haz-ardous toxins, or the federal pro-gram that's trying to speed its
cleanup.Superfund has been criticizedlocally as a boondoggle thatcould bankrupt businesses, stifle

economic growth and take evenlonger to rid the Fox River of pol-lutants that have been in itswaters for 41 years already.Fields, who will decide by theend of June whether to propose aSuperfund listing for th«, river,says it's a distorted, outdatedview."There is a lot of misinforma-tion and misunderstanding ofthe real benefits Superfund canprovide to communities," h<says. "There's a real paranoiaabiut Superfund listing that inmany cases is unfounded."Superfund, the shorthand titlefor what's officially known as the
EPA's National Priorities List,was created in 1980 to locate, in-vestigate and clean up the na-tion's worst hazardous wastesites. A total of 1 , 194 around the
country - rivers, landfills, in-dustrial sites and governmentinstallations - are currently onthe list.Delays and litigation are citedoften by critics. EPA says 498cleanups have been complet«d,but opponents say there are fer

Please see RIVER, BACK PAGE

MEQHAN SCHELBLE, 17 of
Appleton sits along the banks
of the Fox River at Lutz Park

"There is a
lot of misin-
formationand misun-derstandingof the realbenefitsSuperfund
can provideto communi-ties. There'sa real para-noia aboutSuperfundlisting thatin manycases is
unfounded."

TIMOTHYFIELDS

Superftmd
can be both

blessing, curse
By Ed Culhane
Post-Crescent staff wniar

Superfund designation for theFox River might be a godsend or itmight be a disaster, but it wouldn'tbe the first time this area has expe-rienced the dubious honor. •There are more than a thousandSuperfund sites nationwide, andmore than three dozen in Wisconsin, all sharing the distinction of
being among the most polluted hotspots in the nation.Of these, one is in the heart olAppleton, and another has threat-ened drinking water supplies in the
Town of Harrison.A third, in Sheboygan, involves 2million cubic yards of PCB-contaminated river sediment, a largequantity but less than a fourth ol
what lies in the Fox

Please see SUPERFUND A ' -

o
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Labor leadersleery aboutFox Rivercleanup
Paperworkers union
leaders are heading to
Washington to lobby
against Superfund

The News-Chronicle
A group of local labor union presidents
plans to take petitions to Washington,
D.C., next week to try to convincepoliticians not to make any decisions aboutthe restoration of the Fox River untilcurrent scientific studies are completed.
But Clean Action Water Council, a local
environmental group, would like to meet
with them to discuss the scientific
information related to the PCB cleanup inthe Fox River.
The group is concerned about the
polarization between labor and
environmentalists, said Becky Katers,
executive director of CWAC. "We shouldbe allies," Katers said.
CWAC is proposing to meet with regional
leaders of the Paper, Allied Industrial,Chemical and Energy union (PACE) next
month so all parties can bring and sharetheir scientific evidence.
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their scientific evidence.
"Hopefully, we can all reach a common
understanding about the issues and help to
resolve any differences," Katers said in a
release. "We know local workers want a
clean river as much as we do - so let's work
together to find a solution. Clean Water
Action Council believes we can have both
a clean river and a thriving paper industry."
The labor leaders from the Fox Valley and
Green Bay area said Thursday they are
leery about the possibility the Fox River
could be placed on the national list of
Superfund sites. The unions said their
message to politicians is to slow down andlisten.
Mill workers believe their jobs would be
threatened by the Superfund designation,
said Gary Dekeyser, president of PACE
local 327 at the Fort James Corp. East mill,
500 Day St. Superfund would allow the
federal government to come in and clean
the site then charge the companies
responsible for the polychlorinated
biphenyls being in the river.
"Our jobs are being threatened as a resultand every merchant who sells goods and
services to paperworkers are being
threatened," Dekeyser said. "Car lots,
realtors and homebuilders, appliance and
computer stores, printing companies big
and small, loggers, truck and transport
companies will be hurt by this rush tojudgment."
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DNR's
•The environmentalistsays the organizationhas lied in many ways

are really concerned with They've lied to us in many dif-
how theyare'portraying this,"Mid ferent ways," Katers said. "Idoh't
.-Bs!*?? Katers. executive director Jhink anyone should mist them.of the Clean Water'Action Council, |.which is why we
"

By Mellnda Naparalla
The News-Chronicle ;-"

. Area environmentalists do not
trust the information released by the
state Department ~ of : Natural
Resources aboutl its'̂  cleanupu of
PCBs from the CFov jiivet^at *!a
deposit near Kimberly. . -_ '> xv>,
.'i.The DNIt began "dredging the
area known as Deposit N in Noyem:ber but stopped the project because
of icy conditions at the -end of
December. About 40 percent" of the~
3-acre deposit was removed, result-
ing, in the removal of about 100
pounds of PCBs. ,_ _ _"_: _

Fitzpatrick said the DNR is deter-
mining if it will return to Deposit N.
The decision^ will be based on the

iofitarnihanti stiU there
tof^Ppect
Ifî matfwill show the

;"We were defrauded when we'were /government needs to'come UK WeTfand
^toldthe/would"take'butX amount £no longer trust jhe siate to^tlo it"|* "]
^PCBs from Deposit N. How can fright." ' ^" .."^ , .amount ofcomaminatioh remaining
.•we have any faith.they'll do Deposit j The federal Environmentar'Pro- . after the dredguig 'are expected by
56/57 correctly?" -*••*{&} flection Agency is going through the the end of February. Fitzpatrick said
;4 Deposit 56/57 is", a much larger gtengthy process of deciding whether .the results, will assist in determining
area of th« river near th^fo îrierFort ftto place a 39-mile .stretch of the v the cleanup plan for the entire river
Howard Corp: paper milt at &$ S. lLow«" Fox~ River on'lhe'National ? *<tDeposir 56/57 is on its own tirne-
Broad^ay;nowapartofFrjrtJan^||M^ but is expected to
;.';The"DNR left behuKT6CTpCTcent ̂ cleanup through the Superfund pro- - begin m rnî tDJate-spring.
o^heKî rfy ̂P*'1™-^^"iSgranL .-^ .\J,~C '.'.,^ xThe 'tvfqppJifets are intended tomajor mistake by leaving cpntami- g- ^We went there to remove donta- 'be aembrtetranotts 6f dredging as a
nanis exposed to the .nver^Ttites sgminahts from the: riverr>6rBng-i mejhod of JE?CB removal, but Katers.-.M. rv...,, ̂ .., .K^v.sitk îi-*^- '|under less-than-perfect conditions, saidmewiy DepositN was handledsaid. Crews cut

"of sediment aimost-contaminated _
removed Aesiit,^" _^-prevent any sediment fronil
the area, she said.

land I think we did that quite suc-Scessfully," said BUT Fitzpatrick,
[DNR project coordinator.7"lt S«B
[ imprjrtant to get started on the Fox.
LWe took the first big step."^ > ^K."JFi.VJ^--1 >*-;.-.-.. .,--^'~t-'-" ii-- *r^"'7' . j?Ti?Ji:^'' -

makes it a bad example.1 This is not the kind of demon-^stration we needed to;have," she
said. "I'm afraid it'sjrfaying into thepaper companies1 hands."
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As we happily skip our way through life,

we are regularly besieged by the forces
of darkness, oft in the form of con artists,
grifters and scammers.

The list includes more than three-card
monte dealers and used-car salesmen. We
have to watch out for both on-the-phone and
online hucksters, selling stuff we don't want;
___________ credit card ped-
tt was unethical
TOr tn6 paper
indUStry tO
make SUCh
broad Claimsfromsuchsimplistic data. NoWj with some

sadness, but no sur-
prise, we have the paper industry acting as a
con artist.

Recently, the paper mills showed us a
study in which they claimed that cancer
deaths in the Fox Valley were lower than the

"investment coun-
selors." I read the
other day that these
"investors" steal $1

CUIt .Andersen
For The Green Bay
News-Chronicle

surrounding counties. This is another effort
to counter real scientists who are concerned
about the relationship between PCBs and
cancer.

It was unethical for the paper industry to
make such broad claims from such simplis-
tic data. Ask some questions:

>• Why did the paper mills avoid men-
tioning the relationship between PCBs and
birth defects, reduced IQ in children or dam-
aged immune systems?

> Why is Gov. Tommy Thompson's
Department of Health and Family Services not

conducting a study like the one by the Massa-
chusetts Department ofcPublic Health, which- -
• found that Massachusetts residerits exposed to
iTCBs had highcf-than-expected,levels of blad-
ijdef, prostate arid kidney cancer^ \ 4'\- Another Agency scam is trie-Wisconsin,,';'
'"Department of Natural Resources'assertion
that two mines can satisfy the two criteria in
the "mining moratorium" law...NearlyjJioO years ago; Sir Walter Scott' •warned, ''Oh, what a tangled web we weave,
when first we practice to deceive!" DNR'
Secretary George Meyer must Have missed
that English class, or Thompson has him
over a barrel.

Meyer told reporters that the DNR had
testified-several times that two mines could
satisfy the two criteria. This statement was
shown to be patently false by state Rep.
Spencer Black, D-Madison, who went back
into the testimony from mine hearings and
found that the DNR actually testified that
one mine must meet both criteria.

It was clearly stated in the moratorium

ft\at a mine would have to be operated for 10
fiyears without polluting and closed for 10
?:.• years without polluting.,
;" Thompson's Legion of Legislative Lap

Dogs is working hard to make sure that The
Mine Boys get their .permit. Don't forgetthat the mining industry and its Morlock

. friends made huge donations to Tommy and
other mining supporters. Now it wants the
favor returned BIO TIME

State agencies under Thompson have
morphed from watchdogs on a short leash to ,
watchdogs asleep to tail-wagging sled-dog •
collaborateurs.

I feel sorry for those staffers who are still •
trying to do what their agencies were set up
for. That must be the job from hell.

Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a smafl-ouslnesa owner. He served In theNavy during the Vietnam ere. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and Ispresident of the Clean Water Action Cound. Writeto Nm via e-mai at chrenlde@ltol.corn.
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COLUMNIST'S
Common sense can

up the Fox
T et's assume it takes some
L/brains and common sense to
become the well-compensated
chieftain of a big business.

So why would some smart,
sensible people ̂ ^^^^^^^
have stood
before Con-
gress and said
there's no
proof lhat cig-
arette smoking
causes cancer
and early
death?

If they were _________
telling the
truth, they were the only people
in America who thought cigarette
smokers are taking no health
risks, other than the astonished
attorneys general who took the
tobacco executives at their word
and were shocked! shocked! at
the publicly funded medical bills
racked up by impoverished
smokers.

Why would a paper company
scientist suggest cancer death
rates are lower near the PCB-
contaminated Fox River than in
the pristine woods and waterways
of northern Wisconsin?

And why would a smart, sen-
sible paper company scientist fid-
dle with a computer model so it
seems to prove that the best thing
to do with PCBs would be to
leave them at the bottom of the
river?

Yet, there it was on the front
page of this newspaper Appleton
Papers had the temerity to imply
PCBs aren't as bad as all that
And on the front page of the
Post-Crescent in Appleton last
week were allegations that seven
paper companies were fiddling
with the computer.

Three possible explanations
occur to me.

One, my opening assump-
tion was wrong, and it takes nei-
ther brains nor common sense to
be the chief executive of a big
corporation.

Two, big business bosses are
evil people who take so much
delight in making big bucks that
they are willing to risk killing
their customers and poisoning the
air we breathe and the water
we'd like to drink.

Three, they can't afford to be
truthful because lawyers and
politicians have conditioned us to
search for someone to blame
when something goes wrong and
then bleed the guilty party dry.

If the tobacco companies
admit they know why their prod-

ucts have been called "coffin
nails" for more than a century,
well, then, someone might get the
bright idea to assess a penalty so
onerous that the company may no
^^^^^^^^ longer exist

and the execu-
tives might
have to scrape
by on whatever
they've man-
aged to save.

If the paper
companies take
full responsi-
bility for

The Green Bay
News-Chronicle

putting toxic
PCBs into a 39-mile stretch of
the Fox River, someone might
get the bright idea of having
them foot the entire bill.

So they lie, or rather, (to para-
phrase Boss Clinton) they give
answers that may be legally true
but withhold information. If the
posse is looking to hang them,
they're not going to supply the
rope. (Come to think of it, that
pretty much sums up Boss Clin-
ton's lies and stonewalling.)

We're really not going to
solve these problems by going to
court and splitting legal hairs.
We'll solve smoking deaths by
saying, "You know, I took the
chance that all those cigarettes
over the years would kill me
early, and by golly, it looks like

they will It'sWe're reallynot goingto solvetheseproblemsby going tocourt andsplittinglegal hairs.

my faultDon't followmy example."
We'll solvethe river menby telling thecompanies,

"OK, we
know PCBs
wen legal
when you put———————— them in the

river, so all of us together are
going to pay what it lakes to
clean the river."

Perhaps I'm being naive, but
maybe trie big company execu-
tives would respond, "I'm glad
you feel that way, because we
feel bad our predecessors put
those deadly chemicals in the
water, too, but we can't afford to
clean the river ourselves."

Then we'd be on the same
road working together instead of
arguing about the basics in court
Only the lawyers could be unhap-
py with that scenario.
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AM Unions buy Into paper industry's antkStiperfund propaganda
* ' ____ . i . i _ _ n _ ^ -__»• _*.4 ,** mi/n /*/in«iiltiintc
The lead article in the Feb. 1 issue

of The Green Bay News-Chronicle
(Page 1) about unions opposing
Superfund shows just how low the
Fox River's PCB polluters will stoop
to shirk their responsibility.

Tired of repeating the same old
lies, they've passed the propaganda
baton on to the unions. Worker
blackmail is a nasty thing. State-
ments made by Gary Dekeyser,
Larry Reandeau and Donald Besaw
ignore the history of environmental
regulation.Dekeyser's statement that 4,000
jobs are in jeopardy is irresponsible.
There's not a shred of evidence to
back it up. It's a scare tactic. We
heard the same in 1972 when the
Clean Water Act required mills to

Letters to The GreenBay News-Chroniclemust Include theauthor's name,address and tele-phone number. ————————Please limit them to 300 words; all aresubject to editing. Longer, weH-wrtttenletters will be considered for publica-tion. Submit letters to the postaladdress, e-mail address or (ax numberlisted at the bottom of this page.
build waste treatment plants and
again in 1985 when Fort Howard
Corp. was required to clean its air
emissions.Reandeau calls for an economic
impact statement but says nothing
about the economic impact of poi-
soning our surroundings with PCBs.
Edible fish, drinkable water and

swimmable beaches aren't part of
his reasoning.There is no way the paper indus-
try will abandon the capital and
experienced labor force it's accumu-
lated here. What's unfortunate is the
little gratitude it shows for what the
area has given it.Besaw criticizes the EPA for
going ahead without doing the sci-
ence. The EPA has successfully
cleaned up 25 Superfund sites in
Wisconsin. Hundreds across the
country. It has the expertise and the
science is there.Industry will be allowed to do its
own science because its big money
buys influence in the governor'soffice and with the state Departmentof Natural Resources. It has hired its

own consultants to duplicate what
has already been done in dozens of
other Superfund sites.The corporations and their unions
say they want the river clean, but
their actions show otherwise. We
now know tens of thousands of dol-
lars will be spent to send an industry
delegation to Washington to lobby
against Superfund and for delay.
Once again, money that could go to
clean the Fox River goes for just the
opposite reason.Seems the corporations, and now
the unions, have no shame. They
also have no class. They're con-cerned for their own necks only, andthe rest of us be damned.
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Environmentalists want jobs, too

;,.
~' "

The Clean Water Action Council is
not interested in shutting down paper
mills in order to clean up the Fox River.
We have friends, family and council
members who work in the mills, and we
enjoy the benefits of a strong economy
as much as anyone.

The council has 20,000 members
and contributors in Northeast Wiscon-
sin, ordinary people from all walks of
life who simply want to build a better
future, and we know most paper work-
ers love the outdoors and want clean
water for their families, just as we do.

It's sad to see the corporations fright-
ening paper workers into believing that
"environmentalists" don't care about
workers or the economy, as if "environ-
mentalists" were somehow disconnect-
ed from the local community.

The council truly believes the river
can be cleaned up while maintaining a
thriving a paper industry in the Fox Val-

' ley. Just look at the enormous world-
wide financial assets of the five largest

, multinational corporations that put 98
. j percent of the PCBs in the river.

^3 Cleanup costs will be shared by them
~~**i and spread over several decades, with

financing. The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency repeatedly has said it will
adjust the cleanup to ensure that the cor-
porations will not be forced into bank-
ruptcy. (If anything, the EPA may be too
lenient) The corporations have nothing
to gain by closing profitable mills.

The corporations and state govern-
ment have studied the Fox River PCB
issue and delayed action for more than
20 years, while thousands of people in
the region (including paper workers)
and their newborn children have been
exposed to dangerous levels of this
toxic chemical. Further delays should
not be tolerated.

The Clean ̂ Water Action Council
urges workers to keep open minds and
hear our concerns, before'joining with
corporate bosses against SuperfuTKl and
river cleanup. We need the federal law
for leverage to finally get a serious set-
tlement from the. paper companies.
Please help protect the community we
all share. Your jobs are not the issue.

B8^9CCflLKtfHSExecutive DirectorClean Action Water Count*Green Bay

t - _ <
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Now is the timeto get rid of PCBs '
MENASHA — 1 am amazed at

the ignorance of those who saythat polychlorinated biphenals
are no danger to human beings.Do they understand that PCBs area hormone blocker like thalido-mide?
Birds born of those who had in-gested PCBs fail to develop par-enting instincts, thus abandoning

their nests. They fail to feed andtake care Of their young. Bothmale and female organs havg;turned up in whales while frogshave been found with extra legs.:Children have developed lower;
IQs. . / ' ; . • ;For more information about thePCS threat to .our health and theenvironment, 1 strongly recom-mend Our Stolen Future writtenby Theo Golburn, 4 UniversityjofWisconsin zoologist whose spp-cialty is etidocrtrjpldgji •.':• 'Why have.the Environmental!Protection. Agency and the De-" Natural Resources;that PCBs must be re,-.areas where moKjwould otherwiseihtq Our food.
because PC8» do'jigjdegrade sothat oncf'lii a food cnain ;thfey,build up so that they pose an ever-present and increasing hazard. ',The time to get rid of PCBs isnow, If it requires the Superfuiid,sobeW - '
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Unions will soak holp from slatelawmakers
Paper companies and unions team to delay Superfund designation.
Paper \vorkers want a study of the economic impact of large-scale

Fox River dredging
By Mctante Fonder
The News-Chronicle

It's not that the seven paper mills that make up the Fox River Group do not want to clean up the PCBs they
put on the bottom of the river over the preceding years and decades - but they say any dredging needs to

wait until scientific results have been gathered.
To ensure their concerns are heard, the corporations have now joined with the Oregon-based Pulp and
Faperworker's Resource Council, a national labor group with a goal of influencing environmental
legislation that affects workers' jobs.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is expected to decide this year if it will put the Lower Fox
River on its National Prioriti.es List, making the river eligible for federally supervised cleanup under the
Superflmd program. The seven mills have been identified as potentially responsible for the PCB
contamination and are expected to play a major role in paving for the cleanup.
Gary DcJceyser, union president at Fort James East • Fort James Corp.'s 500 Day St. plant - said the
workers and the companies want the EPA to prepare an economic impact statement before it makes its
final decision. "The EPA just out and out doesn't can about jobs," Dekeysar said "Im a fisherman, my

P«ge1
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parents have a cottage on the bay, I want to retire on the bay - we want the river cleaned up."
But approximately 4,000 union members from the seven paper mills involved in the cleanup would have
their jobs on the line if the EPA plan is too costly, he said Local and state governments, Dekeyser said,
have been willing to at least listen to the idea of waiting for a study assessing the economic impact of the
39-mile project.
"Locally, (legislators) are very receptive," Dekeyser said. "Once you get out of the local governments, there
doesn't seem to be anyone listening." On Feb. 20, about a dozen representatives from the Fox River Group
will travel to Washington, D.C., with 80 members of the labor group to appeal to Wisconsin legislators.
Larry Reandeau, a representative from the Pulp and Paperworkers' Resource Council, said the Fox River
Valley is at the top of its priorities list in Washington, D.C.
"We would like all of the Wisconsin legislators to sign a letter to the EPA asking for an economic impact
statement," Reandeau.
Even though local government officials are willing to wait and work with the Fox River Group, Reandeau
said the EPA could name the Fox a Superfund site regardless of the input from the paper workers.
"It's an agency that's supposed to be protecting you - you (the EPA) are set up to help the folks and why is
it so difficult to work with you?" Reandeau said.
Because the EPA has never handled a project as large as the dredging of a 39-mile stretch of river, the Fox
River Group and the Pulp and Paperworkers' Resource Council are also concerned about the results.
Donald Besaw of the United Paperworkers International Union said the level of PCBs in the Fox River has
dropped since 1971. In the past few years, the decline has leveled off, he said.
"The best results of this might be to leave it alone and let Mother Nature take its course - but you won't
hear the EPA say that," Bcsaw said. "It's hard to judge until the science is done."
The paper workers' union wrote a letter to the EPA during the Superfund public comment period in July,
making much the same request the union members plan to make in Washington, DC., later this month.
"We are asking the EPA to do additional studies on the conditions in the river during the cleanup process,"
the letter states. "We also ask that the EPA continue negotiating with the companies whose mills are
affected and do additional work to establish that it can apportion the costs of 1his project so that it will not
bankrupt the mills."

htto://www.wisinfo.com/DO$tcrescent/ncws/Q20299-8Jitml

County candidates get little notice
By Judy Mahotcy
Post-Crescent staff writer
Post-Crescent photo by Kristyna Wcntz-GrifiT Outagamie County Executive candidate Toby Pataer, left, fields a question at a forum Monday
it Wilson Middle School as his opponents await their turns.
If attendance at Monday's forum is an indicator of interest, the toughest task facing four candidates vying
for Outagamie County executive is getting out the vote.
Fewer than two dozen people showed up at Wilson Middle School in Appleton to hear John Baum, Thorn
Ciskc, Toby Paltzer and Richard Schmidt in their first appearance together. The forum was sponsored by
the Appleton Area League of Women Voters.
The candidates showed clear differences on whether to replace the Outagamie County Health Center.
Paltzer and Ciske favor building a new center while Baum and Schmidt questioned the expense.
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Face the PCB truth
I am amazed at the ignorance of

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ .. . I ingest- '• '-
ed PCBs fail to develop parenting .
instincts, thus abandoning their nests.

- , They fail to feed and take care of their!2 young. IBoth male and female organs have
turned up in whales, while frogs have ••..

ogisTw^specialty £endocri^ok.gy.'; ̂^^^^^^i^^^l
Why have the federal Environmental |_ :; •'.,; -- ;Su /I'^- ̂ ' " : - > ^ - "^Ti'-~'- *'•'•''"

Protection Agency and the state Depart- :v •' " ~ ~ ̂ ~?':^f?^~ "-:: ; :-=" '-'-•:."- -'"-—0 --—
Protection Agency and the state Department of Natural Resources decided that
PCBs must be removed from areas \
where more and more PCBs would oth-
erwise be incorporated into our food I -
chains?That decision was made because
PCBs do not degrade; once in a food
chain they build up so that they pose an

£ ever-present and increasing hazard.
The time to get rid of PCBs is now. [';:

If it requires the Superfund, so be it ;^



Stick to environmental facts
I c o u l ' _ _—_---—-. >MW»^
I couldn't help but laugh is that cancer deaths are

when I saw the lead headline lowering. Nothing is men-. . . . . . . . . . ^ ^f •* • ••• .. .:;.:; . . ; - J *••-•-••.. in the Jan. 21 issue of The tioned about the fact that
" - • : : ... :' A . - . : ' - ' ' . : . ' • - :,• • ; : " / ' : . - '"' Green Boy News-Chronicle, incidences of cancer are on•••-. ••' ;•/;' .. -• ••• . - - : - . - - ^." :" V : .;lv : "Paper Company report the rise.
--•^t"'.. iZ'-''Zt~~:•'.'*;' ^-"T-.-f ^': ' :-.-::~ finds no PCB-cancer link." Today, because of'. -~'~ Ti-s''*- :•','••-'-'!-.',-*•- '*.- :-^..""-i"1' - f ':"' . .- ! |-. That's a good one; what's advances in medical care,
' •'.•••'•'-.-'.-..: :~-'"••;'-;'•••-•-: . : • • ' " - r : ' " ? . - • * . ' next, PCBs are actually part cancer can be detected and

; .. : of a balanced breakfast? treated before a person has- " . ' _ • • " . .'• - ... '; This is just as blatant an to die from it. Although.':_•;:. " • • . " . , - • " . - ' ; - -^-.i-;-- - .'- : ' ~ , untruth as the big tobacco fewer people are dying from
—:J:; ".--. • '•-•'- ••• •-" -' ; ' ' companies trying to hide the cancer, please don't be led.

- fact that cigarettes are car- to believe that it is due to the
" cinogens. aroma therapy that is spewn

out of the area smokestacks.
Shame on the News-

Chronicle for giving this
propaganda front-page
headlines. Between this and
«/——————— T»l •

^F^s^--^*.-r.&m*>*~-*±-4 n-.. ~. - .-—•- -• -~ •••^niiuics. oetween this and
should hope Warren Bluhm rambling^nley residents ahn..> c»,_ «7_ „ , 6

•'^^M^^^M^^I^^^^ their toxic mess•-^^^^^^fe'g|^-,Fox River. I shoul
-;rvJ-7>-^^.?.^^t^«-:'^^'•'^^^-i that Fox Vail™ T-,IA ~r.~ "-"•"""""» ramonng on
'. ; ; ̂:'^ ^i-'!-X*£S'JZZ «ar̂ £

if „ . dards are slipping t ; ^-v^ ; , , - . . - . .

fishoutoftheFox al-based writers such as Curt
rcBs .d that reason ,s Andersen and Mitch Bent

H^.*,,, f few let's look at U,e K?ZS'£ia6a****»affc'jfciitiaaJMi; facts of that so-called

^^iiy^M^:-\ •" ; :' •; ;^ i t- ; :
:-; '- : ; " ;^- i -^-^fft^^i., ̂ •.;- ,

^^^P t̂§0Si|S" >\^>' 5/--u : : -- i?-- : . -- ; ; , - '/;;• v- :- ; ;{i v':yfej^feb^-^^:x



Paper companies, union team
hopes of preventing Superfund
cutlves sayworkers' jobsare on the line

Ry Melanle Fonder
The News-Chronicle

It'j not that the seven paper mills
i u make up the Fox River Group

do not want to clean up the PCBs
they put on the bottom of the river
over the preceding years and
decades — but they say any dredg-
ing needs to wail until scientific
results have been gathered.

To ensure their concerns are
heard, the corporations have now
joined with the Oregon-based Pulp
and Paperworker's Resource

r .
' [ . • ' ! '

&'.:

Council, a national labor group witii
a goal of influencing environmental
legislation that affects workers'jobs.

The U.S. Environment,-!
Protection Agency is expected i.,
decide this year if it will put the
Lower Fox River on its National
Priorities List, making the river eli-
gible for federally supervised

cleanup under 'he Superfund pro-
gram. The seven mills have been
identified as potentially responsible
for the PCB contamination and are
ex;iec'e<] 10 play a mnjor role in pay-
ing for necleai!. 1;.

Gary Dekeyser. union president
at Fort James East — Fort James

Pleasei see^PAPER, Page'4

4 Monday, February 1, 199?'

mons
• -I -i 1 ' I ' •!'^r*^'rti>-/*v» •/.'•»•>-' ••••„will seek helpifrom

-" V'^ '££- -| W*.4f««rM*U<*iSirt,if >?7-'' - • • • • 'statel lawHiakersSS
FROMPAQE1

Sfjp * < '^r^ • ' " ( " > " •; 's*anr willing to'wait and;
v . , , . . - ^.Nvoik-'with, the: Fox River Group,"

Corp.': 500 Day St. plant — said the^Reandeau'said the EPA could name
workers and the companies want lherf Ihe.FoJMr Superfund site regardless•' EPA to'prepare an economic impact^ of.the input-ffom the paper workers,
statement before it makes its' finalTJ' ''"It's an agency that's supposed to'decision.' V; ,'.' >-' f',;.?^.'benrolectint'vou^-you (theEPA)

(•' . 'The EPA just out and 'out does-,,''areaefup to help the folks and why' n't care about jobs,'.' Dekeyser said,H> is it so difficidt tctwork with you?"•, "I'm a fisherman, my parents have a£jt. Rantet* ialdJHi\tt̂ pt®f;f ̂
• cottage on the bay,' I want tb~redre$OT'BciaM»lhai.EPA har never han-, on the b»y;—'we want the.rivec^dted a'pmject'asjlarge as the dredg-', cleaned up.". ,',^, . • . ' • ' ••' |J;/' ̂ *, in| of *39-mite stretch of river, the

But approximately 4.000 union , Pox River'Oroup and the Pulp andmembers from the seven paper milU.'ji.Paperwariaia^nResourceiCouncilinvolved in the cleanup .would have van alstftaaicernedabout the results.
their jobs on the line if the EPA planfefcf) Donal̂ Beuw^ of theS United• is too cosily, he said. Local and suteMPapCTwgtfcera* Intemalionali Union:,, governments, Dekeyser said, havîJ-been^willinglqî teast listen tad

15 '*• of waiting for' a study assessfa _nthe economic impact of the 39-mile-' ekd off, heatidn)

in the Fox

of this might be' Mother,
; butt yousay that,? Besawuntil the »ci-

. .'workeri* union wrote

project, - (v^ • . ' , ' • • f.I- "Locally, (legislators)'; receptives,!- Dek«: you'get. oul>'of;ihe']ocal»gqyem»X _ . v _ . . _ments, there doesn't seem to be ariy-^sakli."Jt>S'
one listening."..'"* ./^(•••r', On Feb.'20. about'a dozen __ r _ .„,_,_... —.._... - —sentatives^ from>' the- Fox* RiverFa letter to tb»EPA during the Super-Group" win- traveb>lo^Washirigtorl,1^ftn^p^bW«oinment period In July,D.Cr.^itn 80 members'of.trw laoocQriuMBĵ ll̂ Msaitwfrequest tte
group to appeal to Wisconsin legU*'?unlon$;Manl)«npplia* lo• make in

': • Uny Rearufeau, a rerjreieiitative î̂ ^n^ îiwa^ th« EPA to do
'.' from the* Pulp! and > r^xnvorker'i'̂ ao^hfcaitJIndfcl'on Ihit conditions
Resource' Council,', uid: the* FoVli 'n thef rire^'durinj the.' cleanup•t River Valley to at the top of hi priJ^proceaî nSe kner states^"We also' orities list in Washington, D.Gfr A'̂ ^askithaa-lhtEPA'condnue'negotiat,
';»"We would like all of the'Wis-4 ing wi*th» companies whose mills' consin legislators to sign a letter loi> are affected and do additional work;the EPA'asking-for. an? eo>nomiq;<^ to estaMUh'that it can apportion the
impact stalement^ Reandeauv* >(^||tcoati:of.M*'pn>ject-so flat it willU> Even'thought local' «

i

!

"•:-,. .,:;«,"ir ̂ :.:.,|j .- i . . . .l-vV"!!-?..'^^''-'.:•k£iti5mr\..:-'?v^*et^::
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Whopper walleye
Make the Fox one of the region's top fisheries

By Paul Walt
For The News-Chronicle

S
can Duncanson hopes lo
elch his name in the Boone
& Crockett record book—
with a walleye.

The De Pere native, a professed
while-tailed deer hunting addict,
knows that fish don't qualify for
the Boone & Crockett listings.

And no, Duncanson has never
seen a walleye with antlers. But he
has witnessed his share of lunker
walleyes taken from the Fox River
near Vbyageur Park in De Pere.Like many Northeast Wisconsin
anglers, Duncanson is drawn to the
lower Fox River by the prospect of
hooking a once-in-a-lifetime fish.

"There are 30-inch-plus, 12-
pound walleyes in here,"
Duncanson said last week as he
jigged a minnow through the ice
jus! north of the De Pere dam. "All
I'm after is a big. Boone &
Crockett walleye."

About 75 feel away, Mark
Clayser of Neenah and Buddy
Donaldson of Appleton huddled
inside of a portable ice shack. ISke
Duncanson, the Fox Valley anglers
were lured to De Pere in search of
walleyes, but size is less of an issue
for them.

"Sure, it would be nice to catch a
big one," Clayser said as two more
green lines signaling fish flashed
on the electronic fish locator he had
set up in a hole. "Size isn't that
important. I just like to catch 'em."

Whether anglers are after con-
stant action or a chance to boat a
bruiser walleye, the stretch of the
Fox River from the De Pere dam 10
the mouth near the Wisconsin
Public Service Corp. Pulliam

JASON PRZEKURAT OF STEVENS POINT puts a walleye-Into aweighing bin at the Green Bay Metro Boat Launch on May 10 duringthe Fox River Spring Walleye Classic. Large walleyes are foundthroughout the Fox and the bay, with the biggest ones generallybeing taken just after Christmas or from Ice out to early June.
Power Plant and the adjacent
waters of Green Bay offer some of
the best fishing in the Midwest,
according to Jerry Suda of De Pere,
who runs three walleye fishing

tournaments a year on the Fox.
"We're blessed to live here and

have such a nice fishery," Suda
said. "For size, I would rate it bet-
ter than Lake Winnebago. I would

rate it second or third in the
Midwest Right now, you can't beat
the size and quality of walleye fish-
ing on the Fox River and lower
bay."

Warm water discharges from the
Pulliam plant and Fort James Corp.
paper mil), coupled with bridge pil-
ings and i rock reef installed by thestate Department of NaturalResources, provide excellent habi-tat for walleyes, Suda said.But the De Pere dam a the key.he said.

"Without the dam/there would-n't be the coiirmlntion of fiah,"Slid* said. 'The fish would Jutkeep going up the river."The beat spots in .the Boot lorwalleye are from the daa nor* to
the State 172 bridge and from theDower Drive Bridge on Interstate
43 to the mouth of the river, Suda
said
Unlike some favorite fishing

spots that yield hefty catches for
only a few weeks of the year, the
Fox holds hungry walleyes in all
seasons.
"There's fish in there from

January to the end of December,"
Suda said. "It's a year-round fish-"y-"Certainly, Suda acknowledges,
some periods of the year are better
than others.
Early ice. usually right after

Christmas, is the best winter period
for walleyes near De Pere. Trie best
time for the rest of the year is from
ice out through the first week of
June, Suda said.

After spring spawning ends;
many of the walleye move into the
deeper waters of Green Bay. But
they are hardly inactive or uncatch-
able. Suda said.The last three yean have been

great for trolling on the bay," hesaid. "There are days you go outand you know they're there, but
they just don't bite. But overall, it's
great fishing."

As water temperatures cool in
the fall, walleyes move back into
the river, where anglers willing to
forego bow hunting and waterfowl-
ing often cash in on spectacular
Tailing.
The only bad rap on the PoxRiver fishery is the poUntioa of

PCBs that were released in the river
by pipffr oompaniea.But some people, includingSuda, say the impact of pothMtta10 the river U not as bad at envi-rMtmental officials make it sound."Every year, yon ate a good newdass of fish," Suda said. "With thePCBs. I don't think it's as bad asthey say it is. For all these fish lo bethere, it's got to be OK.
Nonetheless, the DNR has issued

a fish advisory recommending that
people eat no more than one meal a
month of walleyes less than 16
inches, one meal every two months
of walleye between 16 and 22 inch-
es and not to eat any walleye larger
than 22 inches.
"I eat fish out of the Fox. but I

wouldn't eat anything over 2pounds," Suda said. "There's a totof fiah mat come into the river fora month or two, then they go backinto the bay. Those are clean fish."But whether the walleyes areworthy of the frying pan or not U
of little concern to most people,who wet a line on the Pox. The
thrill of the fight and the chance ata trophy fish keeps anglers coming-
back."The fish are there," Doncanson' ;said. "And when they're hitting. ;
everybody is getting 'em." . -"
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___ ___^if ̂  .|n»a^gno58..-3ga '̂ffiDon't trust the DNR
Strike one! Strike twoJ Strikethree! You're outta here!
This is exactly what the people

of Wisconsin need to say to the
state and the Department of Nat-
ural Resources involved with the
PCB cleanup of the Fox River.

r Yes. folks, they have proved to us.,
again that they are unable to tack-le the cleanup of the river.

The demonstration project on.
a PCB hot spot near Little Chute
has recently been canceled due

• to the Fox River freezing t>ver.-
Intelligent people of the Fox I .. ...»t^i<,..Valley, I ask you — do you plant J;, ——-——:———— ——

. a garden in December? Of technological as the P,CB
course not! So why did the DNR de!anur>.o( the .Fox. If We fail to
start a demonstration cleanup- -git Superfund, I can guarantee
project in the winter? It seems a . you .we will fail at the cleanup of
little fishy to me. "•'-.."' ; 'tfie rrf^r "4 -^ -'-" '•'"•'''' ~ - :

'I fail to believe tne DNR ever If you want things done right,
. planned on finishing this demo we must speak out in support of
project, and officials are cross- . Siiperfund Write your Jocal leg-
ing their fingers in the hope that islator. If we come together as a

forget about this come community„ then maybe we can
ne. - ••• tell future generations that wemid is just another reason have made a positive difference. ^- :--V-^ii.'Av-•'•"-••?••'-'i i .v-'. i"! wny we so bad|y accd Super- iff our world, and so cari they,ri^j^^0J5j$i^$&Z% • fund. The state and DNR cannot * '" ''•'.'.' £'{ :'-':'"-^'"----' f '- 7-' '•'•'• ~ ̂ " ".^ ?"-" handle a projec

number. Please limit them to 300. ease limit them to 30words; all are subject to editing.M«, wen-

or (ax number listed at thebottom of this page.-
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WRIGHTSTOWNBoard takes no standon PCBs in landfill
Wrightstown village officialswon't stand in the way if BrownCounty accepts PCBs at the land-fill that will be built in the town of

Holland.The Wrightstown Village Boardon Tuesday briefly discussed theissue but took no position on it.' Board President Steve Johnsonasked the trustees whether theywanted: to oppose the transport ofPCB-laden soil from the cleanupof the Fox River to the landfillsite near the village.Already known to cause defor-mtties; reproductive problemsand death in wildlife. PCBs areclassified as probably cancer-causing irk people add are linkedwith developmental problems andW*»»* w*. v v«.̂ ,«.———————— v_ . ., _lowered IQ's hi children exposedto higher levels hi the womb.
— Staff reports
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^ii^S^Mter?:.fe>H:>i^ '£'-&-•.->\^i£^&tmm. ••.:•• :*:--~m'-r.K: . • . • , - . . ; • - , , ' •finds no
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'̂

oaus«l;u :̂beWeen PCBs^andcaiiri.,i,;, That compares with cancer death ..j:
î *MdBUJU^De ;̂Bî t*man^ates>̂  Ugh 'as? 320 to 413 -.'per'̂ Ji.'—t'.--*a--2*sat:«_-«ir_i^_..u:iLk;^-/Kfirtnnnn. r»»;/i.nic in-

; AHamc "-slpO,OOQ:''.'p , residents , ia; _ Adams, jî >,oGoo»poriitq^niiinî c.atio p Iron, *j
coundes,.v; ,-, - «^ , .Departmentr of>Health|and|Family

' '
2. Appletoni , , seven paper mills being held reH;iVsible for releasing PCBS into the F6^Serwce î

-PleasesecTreB, Page4

FOB: Environmentalists have questions
The seven counties the paper

company researched were Brown,
Calumet, Outagamie, Ke&aunee,
Manilowoc.Winnebago and 'Fond'duuc. ; '.'.::;';" , . " ' l : 1 . ; .: ,"As we 'move forward on' remov-:
ing PCBs from' therrivcrr let's-jtiakedecisions ( fact-based," "Van'̂ De'n f
Brandt said:'"WeX'hot'c1laim!hg to
be medical expefe.":1' ''"''^r j

The company i wants' to make

asked. "Have they, consumed any of/
..the fish?" >r; . : . '? : '-^r. iv< ! •- . • : < : . - -

Katers said she-:would like, to tee -
a- peer revic^pf^^cwnRM^; findings., ̂Shftjî î ^^ *̂̂

ves.many^qucstiona uansweredr ;

! federal Environ^
j-mental Prqtecj tion Agency
j ishes its finding^
'regarding
health. effecSibffPCBs. ^

/'We . r don-la.
trust the sourcefe
of the
Katers- . r e
înformation mrough-industry

are carried by the wind beyond the
seven counties examined in the
study. . • * . - • ' ; , -Appleton Papers citedl the,cl996.iWisconsin Cancer Incidence and
•Mortality ;;repon:prepared; by. meDepartment :ofi Healthi-and
'amily .Services. -According .to the

nt. Brown County reported
'

River and Green Bay for most sportfish. . , . . . -
. PCBs .may be absorbed through
.the skin when a person touches, thechemical, touches contaminated soil
or bathes; in contaminated water.
People also can be .exposed^ through, breathing PCB-contaminated rdust

^1993. ,jes.mos't corornorljexposure |o
Is comes frorn^eatingifishj.orllfish from poln4ted;watef.̂ Fjsh
isories are in effect^for^uXiFo'x'

i.i 'According:,tto^the- .Wisconsin
-„ Division, .of..Health,, PCBst ,maycause; Uvec .cancer .in, humane after^several years, of,exposure^PCBs do
/cause Uyd,cancer,î  .laboratory ani-

- •>, "j»,—'•-. ~";

'/;ffi i < * ' 3

counties beyond ,the Fox;RJver thatl
he is ccHicernediaboiitJlInAECB*!
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Where stll up in the -a

The proposed: ^Sunnyview landfill is „too close to residentialareas I
Associated Press

the most toxic PCB sediment from
the dredging,- The board determined there were

About 1,000 tons of lower-level
PCB-contaminated silt went to the
Qshkosh landfill from the currenttoo many concerns about other dredging, and 2,000 to 3,000 tonschemicals contained in the sediment of sjl, with hi^er ,eve,s of llu.and the effect of the project on near- tkm were trucked to dump groundyff5?Sly ??'• u t .. near Detroit, Fitzpatrick said.__________________ _ Bill Fitzpatnck, in charge of the we ^ .: : Fox River cleanup for the state . , -T, •_

Department of Natural Resources, Pto>*c*< lbf cos* W1» ^o™OSHKOSH — A plan to bury said Thursday dredging ended prohibitive for sending the maten-
toxic, PCB-contaminated muck around Jan. 1 because of the cold so al out of state," he said/
dredged from the Fox River at the the urgency of having a place to Dic P"116'!. a tc>wn of Oshkosh
county's landfill has itself been store the sediment is gone until next resident and leading critic of the
buried. summer. P'an to Put tne high-level wastes in

The Winnebago County; Solid "We are going to continue to look Sunnyview, was happy with the
Waste Management Board unani; to local communities to provide board's decision.
mously voted to cancel its appfica- solutions," he said. The PCBs are "This is a step in the right direc-
tion for a state permit that would safer in a solid waste landfill than in tion," he said Wednesday after the
allow Sunnyview landfill to accept the river." board's. vote.
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Thaw needed to melt paper mills' icy stupidity
Tee on the Fox River has shut down the
Adredging of "Deposit N" in Kimberly. Ice is
threatening to tear up the silt curtains and is
hanging heavily on the dredge itself.

Somehow, the Department of Natural
Resources and the Perpetually Responsible
Parties, or paper mills, managed to start the
__________ dredging in late fall,
YOU may seemingly withoutj--*— rJSTJS;the paper ^jr operations.mills were Most of us know
footing the *•* ice can be a prob-
bill, but that's l«n in this area. Ask
a bla balonev myane who * "^ aaoigoaipney dock shcared offandSanOWiCh. taken away, or a home-

owner on Lake Win-
nebago who watched as his house was
knocked off its foundation or crushed as
wind-driven ice piled up on shore.

The mills, not really wanting a successful-

CurtAndersen
For The Green Bay
News-Chronicle

demonstration of dredging, are not losing any
steep that this dredging has stopped. Whatreally fries my keister is mat they say they
may not be coming back to finish in the
spring.- That means they have exposed and leftbehind large areas of layered, contaminated
sediments open to the erosion forces of ice
and water.

Imagine a gooey, multilayered cake. As.
time passes, this cake, just by gravity alone, •
will start to slump and collapse into the area

where Big Aunt Elsie's portion was removed.
That's how it is in the kitchen.

But in the river, when you add those ero-
sion forces, you'll speed up the collapse, dis-
persing the contaminants downriver and in
the air, making it likely they'll end up in your
cheeseburger or Friday fish dinner.

Many people predicted the polluters would
do whatever they could to make sure the test
projects would fail. If those dredging projects
don't work, then the mills could use the much
cheaper method of leaving the sediments
where they are, poisoning your children's foodand air for the next 100-plus years.How could they hot know ice would mess
up the dredging? I'll bet they were hoppin'
mad when the river didn't freeze until late
December.You-may have heard the paper mills were
footing the bill for the two dredging projects,
but that's a big baloney sandwich. The seven
paper corporations have spent less than
$150.000 on the first dredging project, though

the DNR estimates the total costs of both of
these demonstrations will be about $4.5 mil-
lion. (Estimates indicate they have spent more
than $150,000 on public relations malarkey.)

The $4.5 million came out of your pocket
so some paper mill executives can have more
than one summer home, large yachts and
whole bams full of Mercedes. That's some
commitment they've made to the cleanup.

"Deposit N" must be completely dredged
of its contaminated sediments in spring, if
they haven't washed downstream by then. Wecant let the corporations get away with this
chicanery.

If they do, there will be no end to theirmagic tricks.
Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, to a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and * small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and ispresident of the Clean-Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronicle@itol.com.
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County starts tackling PCB issue
County ExecutiveNusbaum is willing tohave county staffmembers meet withthe state to "shareinformation"

By Wamn Bluhm
The Naws-Chronlcte

Brown County Executive Nancy
Nusbaum is willing to begin discus-
ions about the best way to dispose
>f PCB-contaminated sediment
rom the Fox River — but that's a
ar cry from being ready to accept

the dredgings at the ne"w county
landfill in the town of Holland, she
said Tuesday.

"These are community decisions
that demand and deserve a great
deal of discussion," Nusbaum said.
"But we are nowhere near a deci-
sion of any sort."The Winnebago County Solid
Waste Board voted Friday to aban-
don plans to accept the dredgings atits Sunnyview Landfill, and several
members cited what they viewed as
the unwillingness of Outagamie and
Brown county officials to follow
their lead.

"We've essentially been in no
position to talk because we haven't
had a landfill," Nusbaum said. That

changed a month ago when the
county finally reached an agreement
with Holland town officials regard-
ing conditions of the landfill siting.

George Meyer, secretary of the
state Department of Natural
Resources, wrote Nusbaum on Dec.
30 to suggest that state and countytechnical staffs meet "to share infor-
mation and discuss possibleoptions" now that Brown County is
closer to siting its new landfill.

Nusbaum sent a return letter
Thursday, telling Meyer in part, "I
have always believed that Brown
County must be a part of any suc-
cessful solution if it is to benefit our
taxpayers and water quality. I
believe a meeting to discuss poten-

tial partnerships
and solutions
would be appro-
priate at this
time."

But she saidTuesday her let-
ter should not beinterpreted as
opening thedoor to PCB dis-posal in Hol-
land.

"AH I was saying was, 'I am
always here and always ready to
talk,'" she said.

The DNR recently completed a
pilot project removing sediment
from a "hot spot" in the Fox River

NiMtauin

near Kimberly that was believed to
contain several hundred pounds of
PCBs. A similar, larger project near
the Fort James Corp. mill at 1919 S.
Broadway was delayed until spring
because of disputes over where todispose of the sediment». "I think the demonstration pro-
ject demonstrates this is a full, com-plicated process including dispos-
al," Nusbaum said. "This has forced
us to face the complexities involved
in cleaning up the river."

PCBs — polychlorinated
biphenyls — are chemicals once
used in paper production that were
later found to be toxic. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
banned their use in the 1970s.
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Monsanto feeds
an ungrateful world

AUSTIN. Texas — Monsanto
Co., a naive and innocent lit-

tle chemical corporation, was
engaged in a benevolent scheme
to make a better world through
genetically
engineered ^mf^mmmmmm
crops — prac-
tically without
thinking of
profit. Last
year, the com-
pany offered
its humanitari-
an products to
what should
have been a ——————————
grateful peas-
antry around the world, but alas,
unpleasant things began to hap-
pen.

In India, fanners torched Mon-
santo '» plots of genetically engi-
neered conon. In Ireland, protest-
ers sabotaged fields of genetically
engineered potatoes. French farm-
ers raided a cache of modified
seeds, sprayed it with fire extin-
guishers and then urinated on it.

How can il be, you ask, that all
over the world people are raising.
Cain about GMOs (genetically
modified organisms) while in this
country, we hear not one word?
(Well, perhaps one or two — the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, in Mon-
santo 's hometown, ran an excel-
lent investigative articleJasl
month on the company's misad-
ventures around the globe.)

Well, the rest of the world
thinks we're making perfect fools
of ourselves over the Monica
Lewinsky scandal, too, so that just
shows you how much the rest of
the world knows.

In fact, you might have heard
more about worldwide protests
over GMOs if il weren't for Mon-
ica; the Center for Media and
Public Affairs said the Lewinsky
scandal got more network news
air time last year than the com-
bined total for the Asian and
Russian economic crises, Iraq,
embassy bombings in Africa,
Middle Eastern peace, nuclear •
testing in India and Pakistan, and
John Glenn in space.

But what exactly is the prob-
lem? If Monsanto can make veg-
etable seeds that are resistant to
bugs, what's not to like?

Some of Monsamo's problems
are traceable to greater European
skepticism about science in gener-
al. And the continent just went
through the experience of mad
cow disease in which 11 million
cattle had to be slaughtered

One nightmarish product Mon-

santo plans to acquire is "The
Terminator," a new genetic tech-.
nology designed to render the
seeds of crops sterile. It was
invented to block farmers from

. saving seeds,•••••^•i™" ensuring that
they buy,the
genetically
improved vari-
eties. The offi-
cial name is
Technology
Protection Sys-
tem, but it's
known as The

————————— Terminator,
and farmers,who have been saving seeds and

resowing for millennia, are terri-
fied of it

According to Agence France-
Presse, "Critics of biotechnology
worry that seeding farmland with
transgenic crops could spread
genetic pollution, upset the bal-
ance of natur- and release uncon-
trollable food allergens." Jane
Rissler with the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists told Agence
France-Presse, "The purpose of
biotechnology is to increase the
profits of the manufacturers by •
persuading fanners to use more

herbicides."
But aren'tthese fean

just that —
fears withoutevidence?
The piuUcntis that Mon-
santo has a
record.

The Pott-
Dispatch
noted that the
company

manufactured virtually all the
PCBi in the United Slates until
they were banned in 1976, and
taxpayers are sail shelling out to
clean up PCB-riddled waste sites.
Monsanto also manufactured
Agent Orange, which is linked lo
cancer and reproductive problems
in Vietnam War vets. And the
company makes pesticides, which
contaminate groundwaler. Accoro-
ing to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, Monsanto is a
"potentially responsible party" at
93 Superfund sites.
' This is a company that has put
its faith in technology before
without bothering to property
research the consequences.

Mra.wno9*cokjmnappMnnsf* 'Mdi Monday, ie a columnist tor tw FortWoe* Star-TUmm. 1005 CongnwAM., SuNt 920. Auattn, TX 78701;t-mal: motytvintgilai1ilagnOT.com.

If Monsantocan makevegetableseedsthat areresistantto bugs,what's notto like?
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PCBs
r> K* ?• 'Jî î J *̂ $S*̂ f?5 sfo-uft^; î Paper companies :̂ winch are'iikely
• f^\^T i .j.' J^T "^T^^^ '̂fi? Jfr.*' --iVyj '•^+^rr -*f* \~ *. "i*i * " '-fc-»'^f V* »*—— •> — * -'_•*__ *- — "--—"• -*'~*m J- - .>>-"•:iwn ?- ''T^0^-!̂ ^? I?1^ ̂^P™^ ̂  to pay die be

frootall ̂ w^^sjipp^^he.̂l̂ ^w .̂̂ .̂:̂ gj"

-It loda js though tons ofPCS -laden sediment from the FoxRivrer.wjln^beburiedintview]after;
be«j conJn^erhig^altowJng^yastes;

[>h^n^BrpwnaDdputaga- lenwcfcje îwjtshowTl̂ ofsuppc^?oontiectt) ape if they're Willing 6ui: rather hsopppationto i "whole?.
fix- by the EPA. „sedplaarigtht His company is paiticNational Prior- -•^^^•-'^ - îî .'i?=i dfe;

—. - - - - , . . . „ , - , ——.——, ———o - —o-jfcrfor to gauge both techn l̂a^eclandfill but now appear ready to dropi Soiwftiil'cfamnp.'A firiaj deciskn projea and]tisidentrsupp^1

the plan,'after fierce opposition by re-(-^ es^ectod later-this "year.'
} "J- against pb îuiar opinion

sidents. and no'support from paper. -^-Oattgamie-County. wbere~factp-' couutapioductivetotfaegoalofinose^jries and water treatment plants pump projects, he noted. i;,>y ̂ .-^ftl
Pour of eight county Solid Waste the.most poOntion into the river, has ^Thje'SptidVaste Board ¥pted Fn-..|Board members votedFriday toaban- gone^onrecord as saying it does not day to ask' me DNR to delay its%3ect-{don die campaign, whfle four plan' want PCBs m its landfill. Its County ,sion on. a permit ̂Oat would all "supporters askedfbr a'delay tog^her Bo« _̂hjis ̂ remained ̂  quiet during ̂ Winnebagb Coun^ to" legaUy**1more information about the unpopo- Winoebtgo's debate. •*•vij'S^Ysj^iy^.toxw waste in its landfill..



Fish advisories
seen as key part
of river cleanup
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Participants at aThursday nightsession say thecommunity needs totake an active role Incleaning the river
By MaRmta Naparada :

_____The Nawt-Chroricto ____

Questions from an estimated 40people gathered at die Brown CountyCentral Library on Thursday re-flected the link between fish-consumption advisories and cleanupof the Fox River and Green Bay.
TWs tea flirty imwflcr
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lew-term affect"
David Alien, USF&WS on PCS pollution
Many questions concerned not justthe advisories — die official topic ofthe U.S. Fish & Wildlife Servicesmeeting — but related cleanupissues, such as Snperfund,"This site is somewhat of an un-usual site," said David Alien, naturalresource damage assessment mana-ger with the service. "There Os a)high level of polychlorinated bt-phenyls and they are spread over a'vge area."The fish-consumption advisory re-pot is important to determine rideand health assessments, and designa-tion for Superfund, Alien said. Super-

*:«^*""''*:"i

fund is a federal program targeting
toxic sites that forces those who
caused die pollution to pay for its
clean up. Superfund has been dis-cussed for the Fox, but so far test
dredging projects paid for by paper
companies along the river are being
tried.

"Virtually an die spot fish inGreen Bay had an advisory on them atone point or another," Alien said.
The report validates that die adviso-
ries are necessary and levels of PCBsexceed levels considered safe to eat."This is a fairly dramatic, wide-
spread and long-term effect,"'Alien
said. "It's pretty unusual""The general public would admitthe river needs to be cleaned up,"
said Claire Falk, who grew up near
die Fox River. "It's not just anglers
but die community itself that needs todean up the river."... . "

Curt Andersen, president of diedean Action Water Council, said his
concern is that die more PCBs* flow
into the bay, the harder it wfll be to re-move them. ~. -. ~ e, t"What you're pointing out is a ma-jor concern," said George Borooowof the state Department of NaturalResources. "About 600 pounds ofPCB-contaminated sediments are
moving out into the bay a year. That'swhy we want to address the Fox Rivernow. before it gets out into the bay."

Copies of die complete Fish Con-sumption Advisory Report are avail-able on the Fish & Wildlife Service'sWeb site — www.fws.gov/r3pao/and click on hot news.
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Town wins dispute
over Fox dredging

~
A landfill InWlnnebago Countywas supposed toreceive'somePCB-taden soils
i_____' ;'y **-•-' _____

By Warren Bhihm
Th* Naw>-Chronide

to remove PCB-
the FOXRiver hit another roadblock aftertown'of Oshkosnofficials- convinceda judge to block Winnebago Countytemporarily from accepting the muckat its landfiD. • "Circuit Judge

William CtlOt
scheduled; acourt hearingfor Dec. J7;.bnthe restrainingorder' he issuedTuesday. •The landfillwas to begin ac-

Cowlescepting «edi-ment from a testdredging project on the Fox River
near Little Chute as early as today.State Sen. Robert Cowles, R-Grcen Bay, said Wednesday that
Winnebago County would not havebeen accepting the most contami-nated sediment — that would bebeaded to a landfill near Detroit Inany case, he added, the PCBs wouldsafe in either landfill."This hasbeen looked at,"he said.Once they're in the landfill, thePCBs adhere to the soU and don't

\£";^t£ ;O:-;
•,~*'.. :.i. ; • : ;-- "->-r:'T. :-̂ "-

move. All that will happen is the land-
fill that takes it will make a lot of mo-
ney on tipping fees." -;

The town's lawsuit claims that in
accepting contaminated sediment, the
county would break a 1991 agree-
ment with the town regarding the ac-
ceptance of waste from outside of thecounty.

Town officials are also concerned
PCBs put into the landfill could even-tually escape into nearby water sup-
plies and the air, putting residents'health at risk.

"It wouldn't be so bad, but they're
being trucked right by other landfills
on the way here," Town BoardChairman Gerald Frey said.' 'They'llbe going right by putagamteCounty's (landfill). At least we could
all share the burden."The state had planned to have thetest dredging completed by Dec. 20.The DNR has a January deadline to
complete a feasibility study 'of; thecleanup of the Fox River for. me US.
Environmental Protection Agency.PCBs were widely used in makingcarbonless paper and other productsuntil die U.S. government bannedtheir manufacture in 1977. :.

Studies have linked PCBs tocancer, reproductive problems and
poor mental development in children.The pilot project for the Fox Rivercleanup is a cooperative 'effort be-tween the DNR and ai coalition'of se-
ven paper companies identified as re-sponsible for contaminating die river
with PCBs. 7>V

The Associated Press contributed-tothis report. . >'•"'
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Environment absolutely not an issue to skimp on
You have probably heard the term "cost

effective" in recent stories about the
Pox River cleanup and the Crandon Mine.
This is also called expediency, which
means a regard for what is political or
advantageous, rather than for what is right
or just; a sense of self-interest.

In other words, expediency is the cheap,
quick-fix for a problem. We have many
examples of expediency in our own area.
_________ Recently, the state

Department of Natur-
al Resources
announced it would
like to spread low-
level, PCB-contami-

___________ nated sludge, that is,
sludge that has PCBs

at less man 50 parts per million, on the
farm fields that either grow the crops we
eat or feed the cows, pigs and chickens we
eat. The DNR wants to do this to help
industry by keeping costs down. Are you
kidding me? Is radioactive waste next? This
is both expediency and gross stupidity.

Cart
For The Green Bay
News-Chronicle

Got too muchpoison? Justadd water!How clever!

Then we have mining interests in the
state who are now promoting new and
improved "magic bean" solutions to the
problems of mining in a sulfide-ore deposit.

First they told us the mine would be
safe. When we were unconvinced, they told
us we were asking too much, so they tried
to baffle citizens with horse dookey, while' •
avoiding dealing with so many questions.

How much draw-down will there be
from surrounding lakes when ground water
is pumped out of the mine shafts?

Will lake levels and property values
drop at the same rate?

What happens when you dump sulfuric
acid-contaminated seepage water into the
Wolf River to .the tune of 720,000 gallons
to 3 million gallons per day?

What happens to all the sulfur-bearing
tailings when it snows and rains on top of
them?"What happens to all the other heavy
metals that are not removed from the efflu-
ent?' The Mine Boys want to just dig up the
ore, dump the tailings into a big pile, pump
the contaminated water into one of the
nation's most pristine rivers and run away
with the profits. They don't give a rat's
hindquarters about the losses to others,
whether it's land values, tourist businesses
or the ravaged fish and wildlife habitat all
along the Wolf River.

How ironic that those magic beans give
off the same smell as sulfurous waters.
Expediency and dishonesty.

Paper mills made several bad business
decisions along the way by deciding that
they would dump their poisons into the Fox

River. When these decisions were made,
corporate executives hoped no one would
notice, but we did.

Now they will spend lots of money tak-
ing the poison out of the river. Have they
learned their lesson? Nope. These mills are
still dumping all sorts of people-hurting
chemicals into the river. *

The way the laws are written, the mills
are allowed to add water to dilute their poi-
son. Got too much poison? Just add water!
How clever!

Someday soon, they will be paying even
more big bucks to clean that filth out of the
river.

Expedience instead of civic responsibili-
ty. Expediency instead of sound business
decisions. Expediency instead of ethics.

Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, Is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronlcle@itol.com.
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MOMMY Tii YEU m REVIEW

dominate 1998
I yerfund, the arena and conventioncenter projects, the Oneida, anddowntown redevelopment will be inthe headlines in 1999 and beyond

By Warren Bluhm
_____The News-Chronicle____._________

While it seemed national news was dominated by
one story during 1998, so much happened locally this
year that the staff of The Green Bay News-Chronicle
was unable to settle on a "top-10" stories list. .
-, As the time comesJo surp up_another four seasons of
news and information, it became'clear that' an'y ~1998
compilation of important local news stories that stopped
at 10 would be forced to leave something out.

Instead of being arbitrary, we have instead chosen to
review all 14 of die suggestions that emerged from an
informal poll of News-Chronicle reporters regarding the

top news .stories of 1998. They are presented here in
what we believe are order of their expected long-term
impact on Green Bay and Brown County.
SUPERFUND

After yean of discussion, debate and relative inac-'
tion regarding die cleanup of the Fox River, during 1998
the federal Environmental Protection Agency proposed
placing the entire tower portion of the Fox on the EPA's
National Priorities List, more commonly known as
SuperfuifcE .The designation would make the ERA the major play-
er in determining how tons of PCBs are removed from
the sediment under the river. ,,--l-V.
— -During tbe official comment period, thousands of cit-
izens weighed in on the subjecC many more than the
EPA usually receives about a Superfund nominee.
Among them was Gov. Tommy Thompson, who said it

Please see 1998, Page 4

. ",. H. Marctarsoo/The News-Chronicle
FORT JAMES CORP. provides abackdrop for fishermen on the FoxRiver in this file photo. The cleanupof PCBs, from paper companieslike the former Fort Howard, is the
area's top news story for 1998.
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Hopes for new arena fluctuate wildly
FROM PAGE 1
was up to the state and private indus-
try to determine the best course.

In the fall, work was to have
begun on two demonstration pro-
jects, largely funded by the seven
paper companies considered respon-
sible for discharging the PCBs into
the river. The goal of the projects
would be to dredge sediment from
two "hot spots" in the Fox, one des-
ignated Deposit N near Kimberly,
and a larger area near the Fort James
Corp. paper mill at 1919 S.
Broadway in Green Bay, former
•home of the Fort Howard Corp.But difficulties emerged finding
landfills to deposit the dredge spoils
where neighbors did not object. A
facility near Detroit and the
Winnebago County landfill were
finally selected, but not in lime to
prevenl a delay of the Fort James
project until spring.

Meanwhile, work on the
Kimberly project has taken longer
than expected, and the plan is now to
complete the demonstration next
month. Also coming in 1999, a final
decision on whether the EPA will
indeed designate the Fox River as a
formal Superfund site.

Meanwhile, one coalition of local
environmentalists spoke up during
the summer to remind the public that
a decade ago, studies concluded
there were at least eight obstacles to.
a fishable, swimmable river and bay
— and PCBs were just one'of the
eight items on (hat list.
MECCA UPS AND DOWNS

Metropolitan Executives for a
Convention Center and Arena had
toiled for several years to come up

with a plan to replace the aging
Brown County Veterans Memorial
Arena in Ashwaubenon and expand
the Regency
Conference
Center in
d o w n t o w n
Green Bay.

An agree-
ment was
r e a c h e d
among the
m u n i c i p a l
leaders to ...................
build a $40
million arena and $12 million
Regency expansion with a 30-year
financing plan largely paid by an 8
percent tax on local hotel and motel
rooms, with any balance to be fund-
ed through such private methods as
the sale of naming rights and the
lease of luxury boxes in the arena.

But the agreement was delayed
by dissension among members of
the Oneida Tribe of Indians of
Wisconsin, whose Radisson Inn
hotel was expected to generate about
19 percent of the room-tax revenue
needed for the plan to succeed.'

Tribal members who opposed the
project forced a General Tribal
Council meeting to vote on the fund-
ing plan. During that Aug. I meet-
ing, members voted 3 17 - 148 not to
participate in the arena and conven-
tion center projects, effectively end-
ing the tribe's involvement and
sending MECCA back to the draw-
ing board.

Arena supporters then scheduled
a Nov. 3 referendum lo ask county
residents whether they stHl support
the building projects — "as long as
property or sales taxes are not used
to fund them" — and the measure

passed by a 3-to-l ratio.
The victory gave MECCA a

sense of momentum and, this month,
the group got
a further
boost when
b u s i n e s s
owner and
p h i I a n -us: THEIN REVIEW agreed to
p r o v i d e

$4.373 million in exchange for nam-ing rights. The two facilities werechristened the Reach Center and the
KI Convention Center.As 1999 begins, MECCA is con-
fident the remaining $8 million can
be raised to assure groundbreaking
for both projects early in the new
year.
THE ONEIDA NATION

The Oneida Bingo & Casino
operation is a national role model
for Native American tribes.
Proceeds from its gaming centers
have been used to fund tribal social
programs, and agreements regarding
payments for services with other
local municipalities have helped off-
set any losses incurred because of
the tax-exempt status of tribal prop-
erty.

Still, the future of the operation
was in doubt if agreement could not
be reached with Gov. Tommy

Thompson about the extension of
the tribe's gaming compact, which
was due to expire this year.

On the eve of a crucial May
deadline, a group of municipal lead-
ers traveled to Madison to lobby
Thompson, citing the contributions
of the Oneida to the local economy
as the second-largest employer in
Brown County.

Thompson came to the Oneida
reservation two days later to sign a
five-year compact extension, which
includes anannual $4.5 mil-
lion "revenue-sharing" pay-
ment to the state,
ostensibly to be
used for local
tourism and eco-
nomic develop-

fment efforts. In a
side agreement,
the state agreed
to make the tribe
a partner in water- and air-quality

[_conservation decisions.
But applause was not universal

among tribal members, some of
whom cited the $4.5 million gaming
payment in voting against the arena
and conference center. And contro-
versy arose late in the year over
what the state described as a "hand-
shake deal" over cigarette taxes col-
lected by the tribe.

State law requires that the
Wisconsin Department of Revenue
reimburse tribes 70 percent of state

Thompson

excise taxes collected from the sale
of cigarettes on reservations. But
state officials claimed that during
the compact talks, 'an informal
agreement was reached to make the
split 50-50.

Despite the absence of a written
contract to that effect, the state
began sending the higher refund
checks back to the tribe effective
Sept. 1 in a move one tribal official
'estimated would cost the Oneidas $1
million a year.

Not long after the News-Chron-
icle broke the story in November,
the tribe's Business Committeemoved not to renew the contract of
Artley Skenandore, general manager
of the Oneida business- operation.
And the weekend before Christmas,

I tribal Chairwoman Deborah
Doxtator took a six-week medical

' leave of absence.
" As 1999 begins. Gary Jordan.
vice chairman of the Business
Committee, is serving as acting
chairman. Much of the focus in the
coming year will be on tribal elec-
tions in July. And the state was try-
ing to arrange a meeting with tribal
leaders to re^otve-the-eiganytetax

H ,'rT* 1 ;
REDEVELOPMENT

the middle of the decade,'
footings under Green Bay's /
treet bridge forced its closy

ano>ooastruction-of^a replace

.
[

uns
Main
ing,

Please see IMS, Page 5
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Committee studies putting
, '; • * •. ? - ^"T ; '4PCBs back in environment

The alternative isdumping allPCB-contaminatedsediment in landfills
By Melrnda Naparalla

The News Chronide

Now that dredging of PCB-
contaminated sediment from the Fox
River has begun, at least on a trial ba
sis, one critical question remains:
What will be done with ihe dredged
soil?

Brown County made a request to
the state Department of Natural Re-
sources asking it to develop criteria
standards for contaminated sludge
and soil to see if it could be applied on
agricultural land.

Based on Brown County's request,
the DNR created the PCB Soil
Criteria Advisory Committee, made
up of a group of technicians, engi-
neers, environmentalists and govern-
ment agencies.

The group met for the first time
Tuesday and will be meeting again in
February.

This is the first time the state has
c o n s i d e r e d w h e t h e r P C B -

contaminated waste could be put back
into the environment and used, said
Chuck Larscheid, port and solid
waste director for Brown County and
a member of the advisory committee.
Currently there are no standards, and
the committee's goal is to determine
ii K 'B-x , ;.Luninated soil can be used
safely at any level. • ; ' • ' •

The DNR has established stan-
dards for soil containing such conta-
minants as mercury, Larscheid' said.
By May, the advisory group hopes to
have a decision that would be brought
before the state Natural Resources
Board and eventually the Legislature.

Work began last month on a pilot
dredging project near Kirnberly. For
now the most seriously contaminated
sediment will be landfilled near De-
troit, and a Winnebago County land
fill will accept much of the rest.

Part of the problem in determining
whether to spread the soil outside of
landfills is setting the criteria, said
committee member Bud Harris, pro-
fessor of land and water studies at the
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay.

"In my view, there must be the
protection of human health and
ecosystem health," Harris said "It's
a tall order."

Committee member Rebecca Ka-

ters, who is the executive director ot
the Clean Water Action Council, is
alarmed at the concept of putting
PCB-contaminated soil on farmland.

"Fven though we^have^cpntami-j
nated land, that's no excuse to spread
morc/;V.-.Katers..said.|j1jj!»'^

;^r^gj^x«.,3Whether it's,spread jhinly^or^-j
luted, spreading the sediment over
farmland ̂ould^^ increasHthe^PCB
load ;that* evapoirales' ̂ 'nTo'ftKe*atof>3sphere, sheTsaid.waaa?*;*''^fctt soO
._ Katcis.,,said a scientisgj have j^nptstudied what happenT>oyeri,Ome_as_, - --» ̂  -j . ~-*^J ̂ "^n^1^ ̂ *U» t*W»i*»«erosion returns the..sou tor"—
dies, she said. Arid the

Katers said the committee n. -VJIQW*- «^»yv»jvItxik at every creatuTe,that«ould be. .L ,. . ^A >.,^*j ** ^ txu*^ f«Ucfe«HnJVaffected by spreading put thesoil ta-,, . ^ . .. •* **r^i^, ^«*-*(»;..|i i.«* *r w't^J^^Cken from the bottom of the R)x_from.. . . - ^ . . - - _.. *<*»< ' **f >^*4 ,->^to birds., . Nr)^y^"There s so much -wc j . d qn t .
know,"., she said-^^It/.s^noT amply1

writing a code. Do tney Kave.the staff.O ;J _ ._ j t . , , *„ ,* ^/»,^j d rrW !>j*i *Vto monitor this?, , ̂ y^Tnob )Y/'
Once the committee creates prop^

osed rules for soil criteria; the Natural
Resources Board will make a presen-
tation and hold public hearings.1 The
committee expects to have legislative
approval in spring 2000.
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Pay now for environment or pay more later
You get what you pay for. Quality is

important in health, the environment,
education and social services. In business
dealings you can routinely hear the phrase,
"Sharpen your pencil because I'm going with
the lowest price."

The guy who goes for the lowest price
____________ never gets a quality
Some elected j°b- ̂P**™ who

representatives &J ™*c°«
regularly innate understand-
Sell OUt your ing that he will notright to clean «et mc «"« qua|'tywater and'air. « *e P6"0" *ho___________ buys a Mercedes.It's common sense.

And yet every week you see many pieces
of furniture at the curb. A close look shows
that this is just cheap furniture, bought under
the guise of a bargain. "Three rooms of furni-_.
ture for only $399!" Most of us know that this
stuff won't last, but somebody keeps buying
it, saying they "can't afford better stuff."

CurtAndersen
For The
News-Chronicle

But if they have to buy new furniture
every three years, then in nine years they will
have paid three times what they originally
spent and they're about to spend that amount
again. If they had bought1 good stuff, theycould have spent less money and would still
be using it 25 years later. This, was no bar-
gain. **

It's the same with taxes. Right now, there's
a pack of empty-suit senators and representa-
tives who are calling for lower taxes.

We'd all love to have lower taxes, but
we'd also hate to lose the services those taxes

pay for. For example, cutting funding for edu-
cation could end up being more costly
because of higher crime rates or a lower stan-
dard of living for everyone.

Taxes pay for environmental protection by
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Resources and
others. This was done to protect everyone
from bad neighbors who dump their pollution
into the air and rivers.

You can be assured that when taxes 'are
cut, first on .the chopping block will be social
services. Second will be environmental con-
trols. -

Some elected representatives regularly sellout your right to clean water and air to pol-
luters who want to make more profit by skip-
ping out on their responsibilities to their
workers, neighbors and customers.

The easy way out is cheaper now, but
much more expensive in the long run. Look
how much the paper mills are going to have
to spend to clean up the Fox River. It would

have been much cheaper to deal with the pol-
lution when it was created. PennyAvise and
dollar-foolish.

When you support candidates who cut
funding for environmental regulation, you
shouldn't be surprised when your own com-
munity is threatened with some horrible pol-
lution problem.
. Don't think that environmental groups are
going to be able to save you. They're already
working on a shoestring budget.

Call your federal and state representatives
and let them know you want strong environ-
mental regulations. The number for Congress
is 1-888-723-5246; state senators and repre-
sentatives can be reached at 1-800-362-9472.

Next time, vote accordingly.
Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam.era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronicle@itol.com.
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Federal study verifies
state fish advisory
The new report isinterwoven with otheraspects of planningfor the cleanup of theFox River and theGreen Bay

By Mdinda Naparalla
The News-Chfonide ____

A rccendy completed Fish Con-
sumption Advisory Report for theU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service hasconfirmed the validity of state fish ad-
visories posted for the Fox River and
the Green Bay.This report is the first of the factual
findings for a federal Natural Re-source Damage Assessment of the
bodies of water, said David Alien, na-tural resource damage assessmentmanager with the Fish and Wildlife
Service."The report confirms the fish con-
sumption advisories are valid,'' Alien
said. "It's a pretty important
finding."For many years the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources has issuedregular advisories cautioning child-ren and women of childbearing age to
avoid eating certain fish taken fromthe river and bay because of the health
risk.The new report is interwoven withother aspects of planning for the clea-nup of the Fox River and Green Bay,from the Natural Resource Damage
Assessment to the river's proposedSuperfund status.Alien said the report marks a turn-
ing point for the Fish and WildlifeService; now that it has the findings itcan move ahead and complete other
determinations for the bodies ofwater.

FYI
Federal and state officials will beamong the speakers at a FishConsumption Advisory Reportmeeting sponsored by the U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service at 7 p.m.Thursday at the Brown CountyCentral Library. 515 Pine St. Formore Information, callDavid Alton at 465-7407.

Continuing studies have exploredbow polycbJorinated biphenyls aretransported, where the highest con-centrations of PCBs are in the river,how the chemical makeup of thePCBs varies ban place to place, birdand fish injury reports, economicdamage to recreational fishing, andthe extent to which the public values

> PCI totting foil
SPMtl tiMttf: Page 9

economic restoration. Reports onsome of these issues are expected tobe completed by spring ocjsununernext year.
Alien said m one way or anotherthe service has been working on thefish consumption advisory reportsince 1994."We made a tot of progress thislast year." he said. "We really ana-lyized a lot of rhe state's data."The report has relevance to diffe-rent projects, such as the computermodeling done to track bow PCBstravel through the water system, hesaid. The models determine hypothet-ical cleanups and how long before thefish would be safe based on certain

variables.
One key .model determined itwould take more than a century be-fore fish taken from the river and bay

would be safe to eat if nothing isdone. Cm the other hand, it shows that ,
if a fairly complete cleanup weredone, the fish could be safe to eatwithin 10 years, Alien said. vFood and Drug Administration
regulations state that fish are consid-
ered unsafe to eat if the amount ofPCBs stored in their fatty tissue ex-';,ceeds 2 parts per million, he said...

Many states use the FDA standard "
as a trigger for fish consumption advi-sories. Alien said. Wisconsin and Mi-chigan once followed the FDA but
have switched to a risk-based analysis
that uses factors such as what is theaverage consumption, how many fish
are caught and how levels differ indifferent species to determine what is
safe. .' • . •'' ' r"" '•> ' .".:Where fish feed and their life ex-pectancy are also factors, Alien said.
A sturgeon, a bottom feeder with a
long lifespan, is likely to have ahigher concentration than a perch that
lives two to three years.People interested in the fish con-sumption report can learn more dur-
ing a public meeting Thursday at the
Brown County Central Library.

The meeting will concentrate onhow the release of the Fish Consump-tion Advisory Report factors into therestoration process for the Fox River.
Officials will also provide a detailedanalysis of procedures and data usedto determine tolerance levels in fish.Alien said. " V

Scheduled speakers include Alien
and Bill Hartwig from the Fish andWildlife Service, and Dr. Henry An-derson, chief medical officer for the
Wisconsin Department of Health and
Family Services.

I:
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THE GREEN BAY NEWS-CHRONICLEFox Riverdredgingcontinues
A restraining orderwas removed after anagreement to acceptlow-levelPCB-contaminatedsludge in the landfill

AMocljted PnMs
OSHKOSH — A landfill is readyfor the first shipment of PCB-contaminated sflt, after state and areaofficials resolved a dispute matthreatened a dredging project on theFox River, a state official saidMonday.
"It is aD a go," said Bill Ftapat-

.1, A——1-2-- —— -•- -

state Department of "NaturalResources.
A judge lifted a restraining orderFriday mat had blocked the state fromhauling the sediment taken from theFox River near Uttfe Chute to theWimwbago County Landfill
TW- ——«— • " - —_ — -——„» .»• »uwauajrafter the town of Oshkosh sued thecounty, claiming that the placementof PCBs in the landfill would potlocal residents at additional risk ofhealth problems.
The town, Winnebago County'smanagement agency and .die

from the project site, near LittleChute, authorities said.
That level is not considered toxicby state or federal standards.Tons of contaminated muck withthe highest concentration of PCBs are

bemg shipped to a dump near Detroit.Henry Sommer, the manager of theWinnebago County landfill, saidMonday he was unsure when die firstyhiprncnt would be delivered.
The DNR had said Mocking theshipments could add $1 million to thecost of the $4 million project
PCBs, or polychlorinated bi-phenyls, were widely used in themaking of carbonless paper and other

products until the U.S. governmentfrff>nfd their manufacture in "1977.Studies have linked PCBs tocancer, reproductive problems and
poor menial development in children.The pilot dredging project is acooperative effort between (he DNRand a coalition of seven paper compa-nies identified as responsible fordumping the PCBs into the river.
The dredging project attracted 170people on Saturday for a tour and ex-planation of the process, Fitzpatricksaid.

-————— —. .^,.>->-m\^n lulling •court bearing Friday to allow damp-ing of what me state calls low-levelPCB-contaminated sludge in thelandfill.
The agreement calls for the county

to accept dried-out silt with PCB con- . __ .— —,
Generations below 50parts per million been the state's position."

important for more dredging to be
done in the future, Fitzpatrick said. ' f;"We are expecting that local com- ME1

munities are going to participate in ^^rrl^^^wr^'^^^jSi^' v.-the restoration of the Fox River," wa^-T^V^i:r*?:'£1#£-iv:;
Fitzpatrick said "That has always jr »Ci^ r--" "r;-^ ":^.^ ̂  ' :-', r -been the state's nosirion " act

. • • : • ; . • • -- • • • • * f ' : # i .v . . "
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Officials assure PCBs
will be safe in landfills

Brown County lias yetto be formally askedto accept'"" -PCB-contamlnateddredge spoils s&
By NMbida ftapanfla

Th» Naw»-Chrooid«

Putting PCB-tainted soil in land-fills may strike fear into neighbors,but local and state offirfai* say thereis not much reason they should worry
about their health.•••PCBs don'ttravel in water," saidBruce Baker, the stale Department of
Natural Resources' Fox River projectmanager. "PCBs attach to sedimentand we really don't expect the stuff tomove. It's pretty'remote (anythingdangerous is) going to happen."

As pilot projects proceed in the FoxRiver near Kimberiy and near the FortJames Corp. Broadway mill in GreenBay, much of the debate has centered
on where to put the contaminated sed-iment once it's removed from theriver bottom.It's hard to strip PCBs out of thesoil. Baker said, noting that the Fox

FYI
Pubfc tours are scheduled at 10ajii and f p<rru Saturday for crti-zant to view and 4eam more aboutthe plot dredging and treatmentoperated near Kimberty. The tourswi start from the Little Chute Civic- Cantor, 625 Grand Ave. Also, theDNR wlldfecuss transport and dis-posal plans for PCBs at an informa-tion session to be held from 6-9p.m. Tuesday atthe J.P. Cooghlin- Center, 625 E. County Y inOsntosh. -

River has received the deadly chemi-cals for decades and the water has yetto~inove die cofitnni'nnnfg out of thesoil dear where the pollutingoccurred.The only place polychlorinated bi-pbenyls have an effect is in the river,became they then can get into the
food chain from there. Baker said."We make (landfill) systems so100 percent of the function is to pre-vent leaks," said Charles Larscbeid,port andjnHd waste director forBrown County. VJ

If the county's new landfill in thetown of Holland is approved by theirrespective boards, there are severalmeasures being taken to ensure conta-minants don't nnve-into-the-watersystem, Larscheid said. He said, how-ever, the county has not been for-mally asked yet to accept PCB-tainted soil from the river cleanup,
but any decision to accept the dredg-
ings would be made after consultationwith die town of Holland. ~A 5-foot clay liner plus a plasticliner would be installed at the bottomof die new landfill if constructed, hesaid. The site that was chosen alreadyhas its own 145-foot layer of clay. Asliquid travels dnongh the clay, PCBsare filtered out

The county would install monitor-
ing wells from which it would be ableto take water and soil samples, Lars-cheid said. . . •. ,-The DNR plans a dedication cere-mony today and tours Saturday forthe dredgmg pilot project near Kim-beriy. The agency also is holding aninformational meeting in Oshkosh onTuesday to provide the public moreinformation about plans to dispose of
PCB sediments in die Wmnebago
County landfill.

* - '
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LANDFILL PCBs could end up there
FROM PACE 1_________
waste department, so the countyagreed to establish an area wheremunicipal garbage trucks will trans-fer material to larger trucks for trans-portation to the landfill.It would cost the county about $3million to construct and equip the
transfer station, Larscheid said. An-nual operation and maintenance costsare estimated at about $567,000 ayear.

FYI
Dec. 8: Town of Holland LocalLandfill Negotiating Committee, 8p.m., Van Abel's Restaurant,County D in Hollandtown.Dec. 11: Negotiating commit-tee will meet with respectiveboards to discuss the recom-

mended settlement.Dec. 15: Holland Town Boardwill vote on agreement.Dec. 16: Brown County SolidWaste Management Board votes.Times and places to beannounced except'as indicated.
Brown County's waste manage-ment system is financed through userfees rather than taxpayers, he noted
Tipping fee revenues would be di-vided so 80 percent is paid to the townand 20 percent is paid to the property

owners adjacent to the landfill.The county also agreed to advar cethe town $200,000 of the tipping feein four installments to be used for fu-
ture landfill consulting costs, provide

H. M«re lv*on / Th« Newt-Chronldi
THE CURRENT GREEN BAY LANDFILL in Ledgeview is shown In this file photo. It will reach capacity In three years.

$350.000 to pay engineering and
legal fees incurred by the town duringnegotiations, and offer property valueprotection to landowners withinthree-quarters of a mile of the limitsof the landfill.

"We went in and got what I feel isa very good deal for the town,"Marek said.
If approved by both boards, the

new landfill is expected to begin op-
eration around 2001. The currentlandfill in the town of Ledgeview will

reach capacity in about three years,Larscheid said.
The new landfill would have a 7.7

million-ton capacity and is expectedto be in operation for about 15 years,
he said.

The landfill would accept solidwaste but not hazardous waste or pes-ticides. If out-of-town shipmentswere accepted, the town and thecounty would share any premium
charged by the county on a 50-50basis.

The landfill could accept PCB-contaminated sediment dredged from
the Fox River during the river clea-nup, but the town would receive a mi-nimum of $10 a ton or 25 percent ofthe landfill disposal fee.' "There is a tentative agreement not
to bar the landfill from taking (sedi-ment) if the opportunity comes up,though we have not been asked yet,"Larscheid said.Larscheid also said there would betown meetings concerning the matter

and state Department of Natural Re-sources rules concerning the dump-ing of PCBs would be followed.
"It's not a real big issue now," hesaid.
Steps will be taken with the con-struction of this landfill to ensure nocontaminents reach the groundwater,

Larscheid said, noting PCBs stay inthe solid wastes and aren't removedby water."We think we've created two setsof winners with this," Nusbaum said.
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The settlement still needsapproval from the town ofHolland and Brown County
Mellnda Naparalla

________The News-Chronicle__________
After eight years of discussions, meetings and

deliberations, the town of Holland and Brown
County have reached a tentative agreement over
the operation of the new county landfill within
the town limits.

The agreement still needs to be approved by
Holland's Town Board and the county's solid

waste board. The landfill would be placed on 350
acres just west of State 57 near Askeaton.

"It's not about ending a process, but it's a
very important step in a process," County
Executive Nancy Nusbaum said Tuesday.
"We've reached an agreement we're ready to
take to the boards. This is a major, major step."

Holland is financially satisfied with the tenta-
tive agreement, said George Marek, the town's
attorney.

"This is not the type of business most com-
munities embrace," Marek said. "It's protective
of the goals of the community."

Under terms of the agreement, landfill traffic
would use State 57 to Mill Road to the landfill,

the' county would upgrade and widen Mill Road,
and a transfer station would be established.
Trucks would be used to transport garbage to the
new dump and would not be taken by rail, as was
part of earlier negotiations

Also under the agreement, the town would
receive a tipping fee of $1.50 per ton of material
dumped at the landfill, with an annual cost-of-
living adjustment. Holland would receive a min-
imum annual payment of $400,000.

"One of the town's main concerns was traffic
on the highway," said Charles Larscheid, direc-
tor of the port of Green Bay as well as the solid

Please see LANDFILL, Page 4
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THE GKEEKP BA- J

Fox soil could be shipped south
A public meeting Isscheduled on Dec. 8 todiscuss the latest plans tosend the sediment toWInnebago County

————By Warren Bluhm
The News-Chronicle

The public has until Dec. 26 to comment onplans to dispose of PCB-contaminated FoxRiver sediment in a Winnebago County land-fill, according to the state Department of Na-tural Resources.Under the plan announced Friday, the Son-nyview Landfill in the town of Oshkosh win ne-ed ye dredged sediment from two pilot cleanupprojects in the river, one near Kimberly and onenear the Fort James Corp. mill at 1919 S.Broadway in Green Bay."We're pleased with the cooperation exhi-
bited by Winnebago County." said DNR pro-ject team leader Bruce Baker.' 'Local coopera-
tion is critical to finding a long-term cleanup
solution for the whole river."

Winnebago County intends to contain the
sediment in a portion of the landfill that is de-signed with multiple layers to isolate such
waste. Baker said. Sunnyview will test any
snow or rain that may soak through the landfilland otherwise closely monitor dredged
materials.DNR and county officials will host a publicmeeting about the transportation and disposal
plans from 6 to 9 pjn. Dec. 8 at the JP. Cough-
lin Center. 625 E. County Y in Oshkosh. Thepublic will be able to comment and ask ques-tions after presentations by DNR and countystaff.

The disposal plans and related documentsare available for public review at the DNR's
Northeast Region headquarters located at 1125N. Military Ave. Written comments can be sent
to David Panofsky. Waste Management Prog-

Fte photo / Th» N*w»Oranid*
FOX RIVER SEDIMENT CONTAINING PCBs will be shipped to a landfHI In Winnebago County If a DNR proposal gains approval.

ram. Wisconsin DNR. P.O. Box 7921, Madi-
son. WI 53707.Work began earlier mis month at the Kim-
berly pilot project, known as Deposit N. TheGreen Bay project has been delayed because of
uncertainties regarding the disposal site.An open house and tours of the project are

scheduled for Saturday, beginning at the Little
Chute Civic Center. 625 Grand Aye. in Little
Chute. Presentations will be given at 10 ajn.and 1 pjn. at the civic center, men buses willtake participants to view the dredge at Deposit
N in Kimberly and tour a treatment facility in
Little Chute.

Buses can hold up to 30 people for each tourand participants will be accommodated on afirst-come, first-served basis. Participants alsoneed to sign a liability waiver to enter the treat-ment site because of insurance requirements.
Crews plan to operate 24 hours a day to com-plete the project by the end of the year.'
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Polluters tell lies, environmentalists tell truth
T ooking back at recent history, I've
JL/noticed environmentalists have been
absolutely on the mark in most cases.
They've always been way ahead of their
time, especially when you compare them to
many elected officials.

One doesn't have to be Einstein to know
environmentalists are right when it comes to
the Fox River cleanup, or, actually, what is
____________ pretending to be a
Count on your jRStfingers an of the have been dump-
resorts along ing their poisons
the FOX River. I '"to *e river for
know Of none. years now.————————————— Thirty years

ago it included
large amounts of paper pulp, making it more
visible than it is now. But now it's got that
really dreadful chemical composition that
makes it downright dangerous instead of just
ugly and smelly.

If the mills had listened to citizens in the

CurtJUidersen
For The
News-Chronicle

1950s, they would not be in the pickle
they're in now. Instead, they are spending
thousands of dollars to tell us they "didn't
know any better."Hogwash.

Want an example of how this pollution
has affected our area? Count on your fingers
all of the resorts along the Fox River. I know
of none. Imagine how a clean river loaded
with safe-to-eat walleyes and sturgeon could
spur the economy all along the river.

Environmentalists were right when they
tried to stop construction of those danged
nuclear plants. When I think of all the crap

that those nuke people fed us way back in
the late '60s, I roll my eyes when I think of
how many people believed it.

"Too cheap to meter," they said. "No
pollution," they said. And blah, blah, blah.

Environmentalists' real problem was that
they didn't have the money to get out the
truth about issues like this, but the nuclear
industry did. And they still have lots ofdough for pushing their propaganda down
our throats, since the nuclear industry is roy-ally subsidized by our tax dollars.

The problem of what fo do with all the
waste will be with us for the next 10,000
years. Environmentalists want government
and industries to stop producing more
radioactive waste until there is a safe way to
deal with it, and not just a "cost-effective"
way.

Nevada doesn't want it out there any
more than you want it in your garage. Can't
shoot it out into space because of the risk of
having a rocket blow up. No Solution. No
more production.

Our best argument against the nuclear
industry is that it is not economically viable
when you take into account all of the costs,
including fuel production, repairs, storage,
health, disposal and security for those
10,000 years.

Environmentalists are right on the Cran-
don mine issue. One of our best argumentsis that there will be no economic benefit for
Wisconsin from that mine.

You won't catch the Mine Boys giving us
both sides of the ledger. After all, how stu-
pid would they be if they admitted that the
net effect of a Crandon mine would be to
poison the fish in the Wolf River and. hence,
cripple all the fishing-related small business-
es along with them?

Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and Ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronlde@itol.com.
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ON-NEENAH-MENASHA, WIS. SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15,1998

Grant available to monitor Fox River cleanup
The U.S. Environmental Protec-tion Agency Region 5 has an-nounced the availability to commu-nity groups of a technical assis-tance grant for the lower Fox RiverSupertund site. The deadline for fil-ing a letter of intent with the EPA isDec. 12.
The grant provides up to$50,000 to a qualified communitygroup for hiring independent tech-'nical advisers to help interpret andprovide comments on site-relatedinformation.
A group is eligible for a grant ifits members are potentially affectedby the lower Forf River cleanup.
The group must be incorporatedas a nonprofit organization at thetime the EPA provides the grant
Ineligible groups include poten-tially responsible parties, academic,institutions, political entities, and)groups established or sustained by>ineligible entities. \
Since only one grant is awarded'per site, other local groups affected

by the Fox River site are encour-aged to consolidate efforts with theClean Water Action Council ofNortheast Wisconsin Inc., a com-munity organization that has filed aletter of intent with the EPA. CallExecutive Director Rebecca L.Katers, 920437-7304, by Dec. 12.
Groups may also file their ownletter of intent with the EPA by the

same date.
Letters of intent and questionsabout the grant should be directedto Denise Gawlinski. TAG Coordi-nator. U.S. EPA (P-19J), 77 W.Jackson Blvd., Chicago, 111. 60604.Phone 312-886-9859 or 1-800621-8431. The fax number is 312-353-1155 and the e-mail address isgawlinski.denise@epa.gov '
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Recommended sludge Disposal toxic and invasive
Every now and then, my jaw drops when I

see something really stupid about to hap-
- pert. I speak of the Department of Natural
Resources' proposal to spread "lightly conta-
minated" riversludge and sewage sludge on
farmland and as roadbed. This is a mentally

• "' aberrant idea.The two iyf*s of sludseare on'y s''8nt'y different.River sludge contains the
infamous PCBs; heavy
metals; various pesticides;Ol' anc' gasoline; cow, piganc* cn'c'(en residues; dis-ease organisms; solvents;
industrial chemicals; etc.

•• Sewer sludge contains
>ll of that plus the poisonous gunk people
'put into their sinks and toilets to keep the
drains clear or the porcelain clean. The only
stuff in this sludge that is recommended for

'gardens and farms are the nutrients from

Pesticides
hpi »u ilethal tO

YOU, your
Children
and VOUr*

CurtAmtarsanwmvi ̂VM"

•ForThe
News-Chronicle

cow, chicken, piggy and people poo. All the
rest is not good for us.

PCBs have been linked to all sorts of
reproductive and developmentaljiiseases.
Heavy metals have been implicated in num-
ber maladies. Pesticides don't really under-
stand that you are not a bug, a weed or a
fungus. They can be lethal to you, your chil-
dren and your pets.

We are already getting a steady dose of
airborne toxins, thanks to power plants,

industrial processes, excess vehicular traffic
and paper mills burning or drying their -
sludge, such as at GranTek in Green Bay.

Those guys will tell you that the PCBs
are broken down by the high temperatures.
What they dori't tell you is that the chemi-cals recombine when they cool, resulting in
dioxin, which is even mote toxic.

Additionally, large amounts of PCBs rise
to the river surface and evaporate, carried by
the wind. When they travel over a cool spot,
like a body of water, they may precipitate, or

• rain down to the ground.
When cows eat grass with PCBs on it

(and boy they sure can eat a lot of grass), the
PCBs are concentrated in their butterfat,
which is then concentrated further into ice
cream, butter and. cheese.

So now we have our DNR trying to fig-
ure out how to help the paper mills and the
sewage treatment facilities get rid of all that
sludge. They want to spread it all over

because it will be more economical for
them to operate, lijsane, but more econom-
ical.

Just so you know, the toxic sludge they
dry over at GranTek is being used for so-
called "inert" ingredients in fertilizer and
pesticides, bulk in livestock feed, and kitty
litter. Now you can have the contaminated
waste right in your own home.

What we have is our rivers full of pollu-
tion, our air full of pollution, and now Gov.
Tommy Thompson's DNR wants to frost this
toxic cake by spreading sti l l more contami-
nated gunk over farmland.

Stupid, stupid, stupid.
Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronicle@itol.com.
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Fox delivers riches to Green Bay
The shipping season is about to end for another year, but not before delivering some $60

million and 1.100 jobs to the Green Bay area. That's the kind of impact generally asso-
ciated with the Packers. Those kinds of benefits do come with some risk, though. "It can be
dangerous in these currents," said one tugboat captain.
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Green Bay cashes in on Fox
The Port of Gra«n BayI* wf ••onornlc enginefor least

By UndB Stob
The rtan-Chronicto

far more than 300 yean, UK Fox
liver has been • working river. The
Hips HIM grace in mien deliver
nany Green Bay-area residents (heir
rvelihoods.
As winter approaches. roounminsH coil, ah and gravel are itoredJong the river bnnlu like fquirreli'>uts for the long season. The river

•/ill loon become quiet until spring,
vhen the US . Coast Guard breaks Ihece.
Bul each year, tome 150 bargesmd freighters (both ocean-going and

ater ships) pan through Ihe port car-ying nearly 2 million metric lorn of
•a/go in and out of Northeast•Vitamin.
Charles Lanchcid, Brown Countyion director, said an economic studyevealed (hat waler-bome commerce'rings an estimated $60 million and

1 ,100 jobs to the Green Bay area, ri-/aung me Ackers' economk impact
AnanuK Corp., the largest local ex-mar, owns • dock on Ihe Fox from

»hich • exports tallow, an animal fat
ised in cosmetics, crayons, rubbermd lubricanu. By (he end of the year,
^namax will ship more lhan 1 3.000netric ions of tallow to Europe, said
vlike Landenhorst, company.Koch Materials. 1496 Bylsby
Vre.. received about 46,000 Ions ofaphall by ship ihis year. ManageMike Cerro figures it would takesifht r-~ -1 can and a fall day to
briaf qm'valent of a shipload
3f as;. . .[. making it morexonomical.LaFargeCorp. has received almost
XJOjOOO ions of oemenl by ihip thisrear. Jim Marquardt, the terminalnanaaer, said he can't get it in fast
aongh."We bring in a lot of the cementere," he said. "In the summer, start-ng at 3 or 4 ajn.. tracks come in —ntabry 100 trucks a day."

THE SMUT OF THESE BIG SfflPS means blrj bucks for tin Grain Bay area. The economic Impact ol theshipping Industry locally Is estknaled at J60 mMton annually, aocordhg to me county's port director.
TRICKY CUfBKMTS

The Fox River's unique currents
can nm either north or sooth, depend-
ing co wind and barometric pressure.
"Lake Michigan is like a hugemercury barometer," said Uel Oseli,

a tugboat captain who guides the big
ships in and out of port. "Low atmo-
spheric pressure presses down on Ihe

lake, sending water into theand down river. The water flows
down river if the pressure It low and
up inn the bay if it's high."

On Monday. Osell MBed tie639-foot freighter Mm J. Baton*,carrying coal in from Saadatky.
Ohio, toward the C. Reiss Coal Co.dock south of the TUIemaa Bridge.

IV 1,200-horsepower tug had to lum
the Boland around in the dredged East
River turning basin so thai it arrivedat the dock stern first lo make unloadrag possible.

"It can be dangerous in these cur-rents," Osell said. "The dolphins
(bumpers) protect the bridges,though"

The Bobnd was in for just a few

hours lo unload its cargo Its captain.
David Kortman. said self-unloadingand mechanization has changed ship-
ping. Sailors used lo spend several
days in port Now it's several hours,no more lhan one or two days, de-
pending on the cargo
THC MUMS

The Canadian sister ships known
as the Catherine and the Amelia De-
gagnes were in port ihis week lo de-
liver pig iron at die Fox River Docks
near the Tower Drive Bridge.

Daniel Manel. the Amelia Degag-
nes' French Canadian captain, agreed
that rime spent in port has been re-
duced dramlically over the years."You can lake this as a joke, but
years ago. the men would leave ship
and go into town and drink at the
bars," he said in a thick French ac-cent. "They would maybe fighu They
would look for women." He paused.
"But, now the men cannot drink.
They are not allowed lo. They do not
Tight. And it's not safe lo be looking
for women like thai anymore."

Kortman agrees, at least partly
"The men can'I gu in bars and

drink anymore." be said. "And now
it seems that it's every man for him-
self. No o»e really gets lo know each
other anymore. Il used lo be fun."

Manel thinks it's belter ihis way.And safer. He sees less rampant alco-
hol ism now. Il can get pretry isolatingout on the lake. When asked what Ihe
principal form of entertainment Is on
board, Manel pointed lo the Klevision in the captain's cabin.

Since 1969. the Seafarer's Mini-
stry of Greco Bay has been staffed
with volunteers who are on call lo
greet ships and sailors when they
arrive.

Seafarer's chaplains bring videos
and books on board for the sailors.
They also bring bulled scarves andcookies, and offer spiritual guidance.

Volunteer Deacon Glenn Teske
said his group provides an important
ministry. He recalls the isolation and
deprivation that sailors feel from his
own six years in the Navy.

Teske said foreign sailors feel ea-pccially isolated because of language
barriers.' 'They need socialirabon and fam-
ily type of contact." he said.



Something fishy in Thompson's rhetoric
Gov. Tommy Thompson has

wreaked havoc on Wisconsin's
environment long enough. It's time
we throw him out of office if we
ever expect to clean up the Fox
River successfully. Twelve years
ago the cleanup should have begun.
Yet not one PCB has been cleaned
up since'then.

Is it any surprise when we have a
governor who receives enormous
amounts of money from the paper
and pulp industry and controls the
Department of Natural Resources?

In Tommy's book, "Power to the
People," he states, "Today the Fox
River is safe .for both people and
fish."

I would like to ask why, after a
recent walleye tournament on the
Fox, did organizers put about 1,000
pounds of fish in a landfill rather
than give them to local food
pantries for fear the fish were too
contaminated to eat? Is this Thomp-
son's definition of safe?

Thompson's election opponent is
Ed Garvey. He is a man who cares
about our natural resources. Also,

Letters to The News-Chroniclemust include the author's name,address and telephone number.Please limit them to 300 words;
all are subject to editing. Longer,
well-written letters will be consid-
ered for publication. Submit let-ters to the postal address, e-mailaddress or fax number listed atthe bottom of this page.

Garvey wants to restore the autono-
my and vitality of the DNR, clean
up the Fox, and keep our environ-
ment and families healthy.

Believe that we, as a people, can
make a difference. Go to the polls
and vote for no more greedy politi-
cians.

Do it for your children's future,
if not for yourselves.

Green Bay
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to/'-.>Why would you
If you're concerned

^hnl|t thi. Mivjfnjyip^nt cnrh
as the Fox River Valley and
the Lrandon rlliiM luiiliu-
versy, why would you vote
for Gov. Tommy Thomp-son?

If you believe in term
l imits and are concerned
about total power being in
one person's control, why
would you vote for Tommy?rf you waited for your

share of the tax-lottery
•t .but now found out
will not' get the full

_int, why would youvote for Tommy?
If you hunt or fish in

Wisconsin, have seen these
fees increase year after year
and nothing being "done to
improve the quality of thosesports, why would you votefor Tommy?

If you've wondered why
our governor has never
decreased the tax rates for
the middle class but gives

BEAT
vote for Tommy?

breaks to large business,
why would you vote forTommy?

If you work in a factory
and are concerned you could
be replaced (or, should I say.
relocated) while Wisconsin
inmates now have your job.
why would you vote forTommy?

If you are an educator
and you are the only state
employee to have strict reg-
ulatory controls placed on
your livelihood, why would
you vote for Tommy?

If you've watched the
governor dump millions into
the baseball industry and the
prison system, while you,
the farmer and backbone of
Wisconsin, have settled for
chicken feed, why would
you vote for Tommy?

I guess we all know
who's left to voteTommy.
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Tr~ GREEN BAY NEWS-CHRONICLE WePCB cleanup put on hold
The Klmbertydemonstration projectmoves ahead whilethe Green Bay pilot Isstalled

By Warren Bkihm
The Nem-Chronlde .___

Preliminary wok began for a pilotdredging project on the Fox Rivernear Kimberly on Tuesday, even asofficials announced that a mnch lar-ger demonstnition project in GreenBay has been delayed until spring."We win be out there as soon aswe can in the spring." said DennisHnhgren, director of environmentaland public affairs for Appfeton Pap-ers" and a spokesman for the FoxRiv»_ jroup. "We'd just rather do itthis way than start in the tan, stopwhen it gets too cold and then restartin (he spring."

The Fox River Group is die cart-
rimi of seven paperfied as responsible for PCB contami-nation of Fox River ydiF»fnt Thecompanies pledged $10 nuQkn forthe two projects.Brace Baker, project team leaderfor the state Department of NaturalResources, said the timetable for thedemonstration project near the FortJames Corp. mffl. 1919 S. Broadway,was in jeopardy as soon as a bndfin
near Ban Claire was erirntnatrd lastmonth as a possible disposal site Corthe contaminated dmf*g'ng*•This is abig project," Baker said."And it just reached the point whenwe could not have completed it beforewinter."Hubgreo said the Fox River Groupand the DNR wfll spend me interimworking out remaining issues regard-ing disposal sites, handling and moni-toring, and get the project underwayas soon as possible in the spring.

Baker said he is at least encouragedby die start of the Kimberiy cleanupproject."This is real progress," he said."There has been a lot of talk that noprogress has been made, but this isreal progress."
Bill Fitzpatrick. DNR project man-ager, said construction of on-shore fa-cilities for the Kimberiy project be-gan Tuesday with surveyors layingout stakes on the Fox River bankalong Slate 96 just west of LittleChute.Eventually there wfll be accessroads, parking areas, a visitor areaand observation platforms to allowme general public to watch the prog-ress, Fitzpatrick said. But be addedthere's not much to see yet"It probably wfll be mid- » lateNovember before we start the sexybe said.
Water treatment equipment wfll be

brought to the site, along with a me-chanical press and the dredge itselfFitzpatrick said.
As die sediment is removed, it wttbe pressed to remove the water, ancthe water itself will then be purifiedbefore it is returned to die river.The dried sediment, containing

PCB concentrations of more than 5Cparts per million, are planned for dis-posal in Wayne Disposal landfill, 3privately owned landfill near Detroit
Fitzpatrick said. The Michigan sitecould not be used for the Green Baydemonstration project because amuch larger amount of soil will beremoved.About 12.000 cubic yards of sedi-ment believed to contain 400 poundsof PCBs wfll be removed from theKimberiy site. The public observa-tion deck will be wheelchair-accessible."The idea is to allow people to getclose to the work," Fitzpatrick said.
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THE GREEN BAY NEWS-CHRONICLE OPINION Wednesday, October 28, 1998 11

PEBSI

Republican candidates' noses grow ever longer
It's astounding how much lying is going

in in Republican campaign ads, especial-
ly after their flaying of Bill Clinton.

Mark Neumann has been telling half-
truths since his campaign started. If those
ads are half-truths, then they are also half-
lies. Russ Feingold's record is so good,
_________ Neumann has to fabri-

cate. Are half-truths
another "family value"?

Mark Neumann wants
to represent us in Con-
gress, yet he's had prob-
lems with his owncareer. He was a math

________ teacher for four years
and then became a home

builder. After building 20 homes in one
year, he had made no money. Let's see ... a
math teacher who can't figure out how to
make money. And new he wants to work on
the federal budget. Let's perish that
thought!

Are MarkNeumann'shalf-truthsanother"familyvalue"?

CurtAndersen
For The
News-Chronicle

Mark Green claims he wants to sec the
Fox River cleaned up, but argued that it
"should be a local agreement" Is this guyso naive that he thinks local elected officials,
currently bent over an economic barrel, are
going to be able to dictate to the 800-pound
gorilla paper industry, or is Green getting
donations from the paper industry?

How come he had so many signs up
before the primary race? Where's this guy
getting all that money, Lester, and don't
forget that "Green ain't green."

In the Oct. 16 gubernatorial debate on
public TV, Gov. Tommy Thompson lied
about his stance on the Crandon mine. The
governor didn't even blush when he said,
"There won't be an environmentally
unsafe mine on my watch." Really? How -
about 10 minutes after your watch? How
about 10 years after? How about 100 years
after?

Also, if you're "on watch," aren't you
supposed to be more vigilant, not looking
the other way to let the kamikaze get toyou? Pretty tricky talk. Tommy.

Thompson has been taking in so much
campaign money that I picture him as
Scrooge McDuck, diving into a mountain
of cold cash in his money bin.

In case you were unaware, Thompson
has formed a chummy little group. If you
donate more than $500 to his campaign,
you get a nifty lapel pin with "The Gover-
nor's Club" on it. Thank goodness he did-
n't go with those tacky armbands. I'll bet

that next he'll have cool collar buttons, but
instead of having an SS on them, they'll
have a TT.

There will likely be some people on the
bottom half of the economic spectrum who
will vote for Republicans. That's so weird.
That's like a chicken voting for Colonel
Sanders.

Do everyone a favor and vote for anyone
but Republicans this time. I have no prob-
lem with Republicans or anyone else hav-
ing a different opinion than mine.I do have a problem with the phonybaloney propaganda that got them to their
current level of tyranny, especially when it
is tearing the fabric of our society.

Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and is
president of the Clean Water Action Council. Write
to him via e-mail at chronide@rtol.com.
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Think welfare is only for the poor? Think again
Welfare: a benefit that someone gets

without earning it.
Student loans and grants are forms of

welfare. Students and parents may protest
that they pay the loan back, but the costs of

administration and
defaulted loans are
shared by all taxpay-
ers. The public subsi-
dizes both programs.

The only reason we
have toxic waste in the
Fox River is because
our oily Department of
Natural Resources and
the lame city, county
and state officials bent

under the pressure of lobbying and cam-
paign contributions, allowing the pollution
so that the paper mills could be "more com-
petitive." Cleaning up their effluence would

We subsidizethe rich, andthe rich arewell aware ofit, too. That'swhy theywork so hardto keep thepublic In thedark.

CurtAndersen
For The
News-Chronicle

cost more, so once again citizens subsidize
industry; but this time, it could be with your
children's health, too, not just with your
wallet.

Farmers get welfare through price sup-
ports, conservation tillage allowances, con-
servation reserve programs, cheaper gas for
their tractors, etc.

Newspapers are subsidized by having lit-
tle kids deliver papers for near slave wages.
Some say it builds character, I say Mr. Gan-

nett is building a fortune on their little
backs.

When I was in high school, the tax on $1
million of annual income was 90 percent.
The rates have dropped since then, but those
millionaires never had to pay any of the high
percentages because they had clever tax
attorneys and CPAs to find loopholes for
them.

Our high tax is always balanced by their
tax dodging. We subsidize the rich, and the
rich are well aware of it, too. That's why
they work so hard to keep the public in the
dark.

Big industries get tremendous utility
breaks because we little people pay high rates
for our electricity, while they pay lower rates.
The more power they use, the less they pay
per kilowatt hour. Industries always claim
they believe in efficiency, but it's just a buzz-
word. Meanwhile, we subsidize industries.

City buses, trolleys and commuter trains
are subsidized by tax dollars. More mass
transit could really help alleviate rush-hour
traffic, and even better, slow down urban
sprawl caused in part by building more high-
ways, which can make flooding worse.
Flood damage repairs are subsidized with
higher insurance rates.

That's two columns of tax breaks, subsi-
dies and other forms of welfare. Some of the
welfare is decidedly important to our way of
life, but I was just fed up with the fat cats
pointing at the poor, when it's the fat cats
themselves who are really milking the sys-
tem.

Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronide@itol.com.
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Wildlife service searching for
' ' - ' . " ' -X" " ' *^ • . *options for damage assessment

Public comments arebeing taken through

By Mellnda Naparalla
The News-Chronicle .

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
has released its "natural resourcesdamage assessment" of the lowerFox River and Green Bay, and is ask-
ing for public comments.The assessment is part of the samefederal law that includes Superfurxl,but they are separate issues, said Da-vid Alien, the assessment managerfor Green Bay 'for the FWS.

Superfund would be used to makethe Fox River safe, while the assess-
ment determines what additionalwork needs to be done to restore theenvironment to its previous condition
before polychlorinated biphenyls —
better known as PCBs — were intro-
duced into the river, Alien said. This
includes things like habitat restora-

tion and hunting enhancement.The damage assessment calculatesthe value of the losses from the timethe PCBs were released to the timethey are gone, be said.The assessment also looks at theprimary polluted area near the FortJames Cop. paper mifl at 1919 S.Broadway, ADen said. The servicewill study who's responsible for the
pollution, how. many PCBs were re-leased and where, the economic im-pact, what injuries occurred to the
land, water, fish and air, and possiblerestoration projects. •

The trustees, who include rep-resentatives from the NationalOceanic and Atmospheric Admi-nistration and the Menominee andOneida tribes, have initiated restora-tion planning. It is the first time thishas happened hi the United States,Alien said.
"(The damage assessment) is an

important step," said Rebecca Ka-ters, executive director of the Clean

Action Water Council "It's impor-
tant for people to realize it's different
from Superfund"

Katers said the council is planning
to submit written comments on the
addendum.

Natural resources damage assess- >
ment regulations require preparationof a restoration and compensationplan "that lists a reasonable numberof alternatives for restoration, reha-
bilitation, replacement and/or acquis-ition of equivalent resources; selectsone of the alternatives; gives rationalefor selecting that alternative awfiajaa-
tifies methodologies to be used to de-termine the cost of the selected alter-
native and the value of services lost to
the public." ~^ "

Anyone wishing to submit written
comments orreceiveacopy of the ad-dendum can write to: Frank Horvath,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Seryjcejrlteg-ion 3 (arm: es/ec-nrcla),BJtW: Fed-eral Building, 1 Federal Drive^Ftat
Snelling. Minn. 55111-409^.^
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Big Business knows welfare when it spends it
To jog our memories, a definition. Wel-

fare: a benefit that someone gets without
earning it. Let's start with subsidies.

The fuel subsidy is one that most of us
take advantage of. Oil companies are given
huge tax breaks so they can sell gasoline and

heating oil for a buck-
something per gallon,
instead of the $4.25 in
nearly every other
nation.

Even if you don't
drive, your income and
property taxes are still
subsidizing gasoline
and the building of
roads. If you do drive,
the remaining $3.25
just comes out of your

other pocket, the income tax pocket.
Airport construction, airplane fuel and

the National Air Traffic Control system are
subsidized with our federal tax dollars.
Imagine how much your tickets would cost

ADM'sethanolprogramwould bedropped likea bad habit ifthe subsidyended.

CurtAndersen
For The
News-Chronicle

if the airlines had to pay for all of this in its
entirety?

Railroads used to be heavily subsidized
but provided excellent service at reasonable
rates. Europe still has an excellent rail sys-
tem because gasoline there is so out-of-
pocket expensive, and that makes trains
competitive.

Archer Daniels Midland, the agribusiness
megacorporation, gets hundreds of millions
of dollars annually in federal subsidies to
produce ethanol from com, which they tell
us is critical to keep our cars running right.

(Sure!) This program would be dropped like
a bad habit if the subsidy ended. Oddly,
industry folks are always telling us that the
market should be the control system. ___^

S" In Green Bay, the Fox River channel is
regularly dredged so large ships can bring in
raw materials and carry away finished prod-
ucts for paper mills, etc. This dredging is
subsidized by our tax dollars, allowing the .
mills to make more money by being more

• "competitive."
Normally, the dredge spoils can be used

around new homes,for fill or in eroded areas
in the bay, but this stuff is too toxic, so it
costs millions of dollars extra to dredge it
and store it, paid for with our tax dollars.
——In the early 19 Ms, 1 was one (it rim mail;
gullible folks who got sucked in by smarmy
nuclear power industry propaganda. Industry
representatives told us that the electricity
from nuclear power plants would be "too
cheap to meter," that the plants would be
safe, that there would be no pollution. All
fatuous poppycock.

Nuclear power has been no bargain. It
has been heavily subsidized (from your
income tax pocket) since its beginnings. No
rational person thinks the plants are safe,
following one meltdown, many others leak-
ing radiation into the air or water, and a stor-
age cask explosion.

We'll have to deal with radioactive waste
for the next 10,000 years. Those subsidies
have made the nuclear industry fat cats
filthy rich, while leaving us with radioactive
filth.

When fat-cat fingers point at the welfare
dollars that poor folks get, there are four
indicting fingers pointing right back. We are
all welfare recipients.

Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and Ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronlde@itol.com.
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loud, mixed
Large blocks of residents bothsupport and opposethe designation

By Mellnda Naparalla
________The News-Chronicle________

In one month, the Clean Water Action
Council collected almost 4,500 signatures on
a petition supporting Superfund designation
for the Fox River.

Monday was the deadline for public com-

ment regarding the Environmental Protection
Agency proposal to list the lower Fox River
on the National Priorities List, more com-
monly known as Superfund.

"We're seeing a lot of public support in
favor of Superfund," Rebecca Katers, execu-
tive direetor of the Qean Action Water Coun-
cil, said Wednesday.

Listing the river would allow the federal
government to take charge of the removal of
PCB-coritaminated sediment from the river.

Please see FOX, Page 4
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H. Marc Larson I The Naws-Chronicle ! • - - . • • . . :'-.''I.WHILE NEARLY EVERYONE wants the Fox cleaned, just who should oversee the project is up for debate. : ? -.-. " '.••=

Both sides have supporters
radii PASS 1

Members of the council gatheredsignatures from throughout Northeast
Wisconsin. There was overwhelming
support to clean the Fox River, said
Kyle Strauss, the council's organiz-
ing director."We've ignored the Fox River ico
long," Strauss said. "It has to be
cleaned up, if not for ourselves, for
our children."

A network of high school students
collected about SCO signatures.

"I think it's important fcr young
people to be aware of their resour-
ces," said Ines Xinchen, one of the
students.

The second-biggest single block of
comments on the issue came from la-
bor unions opposed to the designa-
tion, though.Members of the United Paper-workers International Union locals
144 and 469 in Appleton fear Super-
fund would cause jobs to be lost.

More than 1.600 letters were sent tothe EPA from UPIU members oppos-ing Supcrrund.The EPA has never answered ques-tions about the economic impact of aSuperfbnd listing, said John Cappell,
president of UPTU Local 469.

The labor unions are net opposed
to cleaning the river, but they are op-
posed to Superfund, he said.

If the federal government comes
in, Cappell said it will end like a
dredging project in Manistique,
Mich., that he said was estimated to
cost $16 million and is now at $25
million and counting.
' 'People need to step back and leek

at the total picture," Cappell said. "It
could affect a lot of jobs in the Valley.The labor is concerned with saving
JODS."

Xaters said the idea of paper mills
cutting jobs is economic blackmail.

"These are major corporations
with large assets and enough financialbacking to help with the cleanup,"

Katers said. "If the mills are operat-
ing profitably, why shut them
down?"

Cappell said the unions want some-one besides the federal government to
oversee the cleanup.

"Letting the government go with
Superfund is like letting your kidhave your Mastercard You have no
control over the spending," Cappell
said.
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Cash to fix
Fox locks
moves ahead

BY BETH GORCZYCA
PRESS-GAZETTE

The House of Representa-tives voted Monday to setaside $640,000 to help restorethe Fox River Locks.
The House approved themoney as part of the Energyand Water AppropriationsAct. The bill still requiresSenate approval and Presi-dent Clinton's signature.The money would help re-store three working locks inDe Pere, near Wrightstownand in Menasha.The $640,000 would be inaddition to about $14.8 mil-lion the U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers has offered tostate and local governmentsto help pay for restoring theaging locks. The total projectis expected to cost about$19.2 million.The rest of the project'scost, about $3.76 million, will,have to be'picked up by thestate and seven communitieswith locks along the river.However, representatives ofthe communities say theycannot afford their $1.88 mil-lion share without askingtaxpayers for help.
U.S. Rep. Jay Johnson, D-Green Bay, said the new fed-eral money would help re-lieve some of the local bur-den if the state and commu-nities decide to take over thelocks."By securing an additional

$640,000 in federal funds thisyear and hopefully $1 mil-lion next year to upgrade thecondition of the locks, wecan redo the total cost of thetransfer and save money for

RwUdwThe upper Fox ,River contains awst9fnof17focks.Only the De Pere,Uttte Kaukauna and*Menasha locks areinawvice. . - . ; • -
VOutasamie;; County

Press-Gazette
local communities backhome," Johnson said.The original approprfa-• tions bin included $1 million.for the locks'restoration, but
the amount was decreased »after the Senate's version ofthe bill did not include simi- ~lar funding.The money would be avail-able only if the communitiesand state agree to take over
the system from the Corps ofEngineers. The corps hasbeen caretaker of the 17-locksystem since 1984.The corps determined thisyear that the lock system nolonger serves a commercialnavigational purpose.In August, the corps chiefsaid the system should befilled in unless local govern-ments agree to take it overfor recreational purposes.Fining in the locks wouldcost about $9.2 million.
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BRIEFLY
. 'FromGreen Bay
News-Chronicle staff

DISTMCT OF COLUMBIA
Locks funding

OK'd by House
WASHINGTON — The U.S.House of Representatives Mondayapproved ao additional $640.000to help push forward die transfer ofthe Fox River locks system to the

state of Wisconsin from the U.S.Army Corps* of Engineers.The finmng is in me Energy andWater J^ppropriatiorH Act. which
passed 389-25, said US. Rep. JayJohnsoB, EXOreen Bay. " ',. The new finds are in addition to$14.8 ndttoq mecofps has alreadycommitted for .the $19.2 minion
transfer project, Johnson said. Thebalance most come from local and

V. • '- :I state somes.
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County will
discuss
local PCB
Winnefaago andOutagamie countiessignal they may,landfill rfver drsdglngs

By Warm
-The

With a Wirrnebagp .County Boardcommiuee vote Monday to ffrt** ne-gotiations with the state Departmentof Natural Resources, the focus of thedebate' "over "disposal of PCBs'hasshifted to local landfills. ̂The Legislative Cc«iirB&ttie"voted10-4 to encourage me* WinnejbagoCounty Solid Waste ManagementBoard to negotiate with me DNR ab-out accepting PCB<ontaminateddredge spoils from the Fox River at its
county laodfilL .„,.,„,„, ., ;., i7 ;And Outagamie Counry'EMicutiveJane Vano^Heyhosto^ a'7 meetingwith representatives from'the DNR
and Winnebagb and Fondydu Lac'
counties to open discussion of the
issue. ;. . • : . > :-..:-.:\•---. .V.'»* ' ;:"This is exciting because our mes-1':sage from this area two or three years:ago was that the counties were not in-.terested in accepting'any PCBs in-tbeir landfills," said Dune Schuet-:tpelz, DNR.water quality standardsdirector- '••": i ''••_ -•-.-•••}.••.

Brown County Solid Waste Direc-
tor Charles Larscheid said the county
would be willing to take a look at any
plan.

"We haven't been asked," Lars-
cheid said. "But it would be our re-
sponsibility to evaluate whether we
should be involved in accepting the
dredgings."
Limited capacity at the county's

east landfill would make it difficult
for Brown County to be involved at
this point, Larscheid said. And talkswith the town of Holland for siting a
new landfill remain at a sensitive

VandeHey's meeting with theDNR signals Outagamie County's
possible willingness to accept dredg-ings from two pilot cleanup projectsfunded by the Fox River Group, thecoalition of seven cnmpmiea that
acknowledge rf-tpo*>f'b*h|y for dis-charging PCBs into the nver.Schaettpelz said the DNR can
probably proceed with the smaller ofthe projects by the end of the year, re-moving about 10,000 tons of sedi-ment uum tne nver near KioiueTiy«< But a larger project, the removal of70,000 tons near the Fort James Cctp'.Broadway null, may take longer, besaid. . •<>••*.!>'
port ltoM§r»-
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ANOTHER NEWSPAPER'S OPINION
Fox sludge not wanted there
One of the biggest complaints directed

toward those who work in government is
they don't listen to the people who elected

them or pay their salaries.
We gladly report that criticism isn't always

valid, and we have a story with a happy ending for
the Chippewa Valley to share with you.

The state and Superior Services of Milwaukee
announced earlier this month that some 92,000 tons
of PCB-tainted soil slated for disposal in Superior's
Seven Mile Creek Landfill will not be shipped to
the dump in the town of Seymour after all. The soil
was to be dredged from sev-
eral rivers in the Fox Valley,
particularly the Fox River,
that years ago were harmed
by industrial pollution.

This was to be the first
step in a major cleanup of the
Fox and other rivers in that
part of the state in which mil-
lions of tons of sediment
containing toxic pollutants are to be removed.

Chippewa Valley opposition to the plan surfaced
as soon as it became clear what was happening.
And as the groundswell grew in preparation for a
meeting, state officials decided to scrap the plan
(and the meeting) and will try to come up with
some other disposal site.

At the top of the list of people deserving credit
for stopping Eau Gaire from becoming a destina-
tion point for contaminated soil are the concerned
citizens who let it be known they would not take
this decision lying down. State Rep. Rob Kreibich,
R-Eau Claire, said it was the most emotional issue

Nfvflw Issue QMS backttdNFtxtfafleywfeerertTftatdMMttftoproMom

he has been involved with during his five years in
the Legislature. People can make a difference.

But sometimes public involvement can only take
you so far. The decision to halt the project ulti-
mately came from the governor's office. Gov.
Tommy Thompson and one of his top advisers,
Department of Administration Secretary Mark
Bugher, had two choices — weather the storm and
stick with the original plan, or recognize the argu-
ments being made in the Chippewa Valley and start
over. It's to their credit they listened and reacted in
our favor.

No doubt it helped that
Bugher is an Eau Claire
native who pays special
attention to the Chippewa
Valley. Call it politics if you
want, but the bottom line is
the Thompson administra-
tion listened to die people,
and that, after all, is what
democracy is all about

Now the issue goes back to the Fox Valley where
it belongs. That doesn't eliminate the problem for
anyone. PCBs and other sources of water, soil and
air pollution are not an issue limited to any part of
the state or nation.

We can relish this particular "victory," but the
broader lesson is we need to be diligent to protect
the environment all the time, not just when we per-
ceive an imminent threat.

But for now, to all who played a role in respond-
ing to this issue so important to die Chippewa Val-
ley, a heartfelt thank you.

Eau Claire
Frank A. Wood: Publisher

; Patrick J. Wood: Assoc. Publisher
Tom Brooker: Editor
Warren Bluhm: News Editor Tom Gun*
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READERS' Co*
PCBs not the only problem in Fox River

On Sept. 10 a letter written
by William A. Hartman, repre-
senting PH. Glatfelter Co., a
paper company with a mill in
Neenah, appeared in both
Green Bay newspapers (Page
11 in The News-Chronicle).

Mr. Hartman said, "... ther paper industry as a whole has
made great strides in reducing
the impact of their facilities on
the environment.'';; If you
believe this, there's a bridge
over the Fox River sewer that
I'll soon be completing. I'll
sell it to you cheap* '•' "-"'

On SeptTKTl participated
in one of a number of news
conferences- hosted ;by envi-
ronmentalists concerned by
the amount of toxins, other
than PCBs,.: that ••are being
dumped into ourafr,~\yater andland. . ' . ' • - : £•:*..:.£<:;

Among the materials we
made available was the SARA
Toxic Release Inventory, pub-
lished by the- Wisconsin
Department J of Natural
Resources. Page 9 of the report
contains; -'-""'this 'y,statement:
"Taken by industry group,
paper, and allied products
accounts for over 70 percent of
reported water releases."
i:' .This statement has nothing
to do with PCBs. It involves
154 toxic chemicals reported
to the DNR by the polluters.
The plant .reporting the largest
total releases to the water was
Fort Howard Corp. of Green
Bay. (now- Fort James' Corp.),
with- reported releases of 1.4
million pounds..
. Fort Howard was the top

; emitter in the state by a margin
of almost.I million*pounds.
['•fcW?-;;^-*"-. <••'.».. V.-, , . . • < " • . '..

This does not include the thou-
sands of tons of phosphorus
Fort Howard dumped into the
nver with the approval of the
DNR. - . • - • >

The Fox River is now the
top receiver of toxins in the
state, replacing hundred§
miles long the.; Wisconsin;.
River. So, the next time you
hear a paper mill, representa*^
live or a Chamber: ofe-" '
merce official bleating; abqut̂ ,
the re-suspension of PCBs
caused by Fox River dredging,
consider, the source..

The report that t<
issued by the DNR.
copy. If the DNR can
ply one, contact
Water "Action Council; we'll
see that you get one. " ' "" "• - ° • ? "

Grean Bay.

*- •'• .'V ̂^^-T, -' :-~-'L^ ".

E-mail: cfirpnipte@i
Fax: 920-432-'8581

, P.o: Box 2467.
Green Bay, Wl 54306-2467
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OFFICIALS INVESTIGATE THE SITE OF A Wisconsin-owned twin- Madison Wednesday morning. Killed were pilot Jon Sherman and twcerigineainJianetnatcrashednearTornah.aboutlOOmilesnorthweslof DNR employees, Date J. Patterson and Michael D. Wilt.State plane crashes, killing 3
The veteran pilot andtwo DNR employeesperished

Prws

• DNR centimes
6

MADISON—A state-owned airp-
lane crashed into a cranberry bog nearTomah on Wednesday, killing the pi-lot and two Department of NaturalResources employees.The pilot reported smoke in the ca-bin at about 7:30 a.m., declared anemergency and tried to reach VoDcField near the Monroe County townof Oakdale or the airport in neighbor-
ing Tomah, Gov. Tommy Thompsonsaid.The plane crashed IS minutes laternear Oakdale. about 100 miles north-

west of Madison.Killed were pilot Jon Sherman, 52,and DNR employees Dale J. Pitter-soa, 49. and Michael D.Witt, 48. both
section chiefs in the Bureau of
Watershed Management. PftOersoaand Witt were en their way to Siren innorthwestern Wisconsin for awatershed management meeting.Thompson said.Thompson described Sheraun as a"meticulous flyer" and said all threewere dedicated public servants.DNR employees gathered atagency headquarters in Madison togrieve, Natural Resources Secretary

George Meyer said.
Plumes of smoke could be seenfrom as far as 10 miles away at theVolk Field Air National Guard base,

National Guard Master SgL Leodark said.The National TransportationSafety Board and state officials wereinvestigating.
Pancrson, chief of the DNR's wa-

ter quality modeling section, workedfor the agency for 25 years and was
instrumental in developing computer
models for cleanups of the Fox and
Wisconsin rivers, Meyer said.Patterson's method of mappingpollution in the Fox River 20 years
ago is now used by many states,Meyer said.

"When he started, there were onlycarp in the Fox River. Now we've got

some of the finest walleyes," Meyesaid.
Witt headed the specialized discharges section. In his 24 years witthe agency, Witt oversaw comptepermitting procedures that deter

mined how much waste paper compa
nies and other industries could dis
charge into waterways.

Witt was known by colleagues aru
the paper industry to be a firm but fairegulator, Meyer said.

Sherman, a former state troope
and Milwaukee police officer, was ;pilot for the stale since 1985. He wa
a helicopter pilot in the Vietnam War

Wednesday's crash is the first fata
incident involving a state-ownei
airplane since the early 1970s.
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Like all despots, 'Toxic Tommy' has his admirers
The other day I was speaking to an

acquaintance on the forbidden topic of
politics. She had seen the huge sign on the
back of my truck that says, "So long, Toxic
Tommy! 12 years of tyranny is too many!"

She said she was going to vote for
Thompson. I said, "You're a teacher and
__________ you're going to vote

for Thompson? It'sIf Thompson your livelihood!" Sheis re-elected, said, "YuP. i don'tthe FOX RlVer 'ike what he's doing
Cleanup Will f°,u' education but I
Iw* alrln *« o d° llke Wnat "« Soe aKin ID a doing iboui ̂  wel.riverbank fare problem."
Wipe-down I remembered a
With Pine-Sol, similar phrase was
—————————— said, with a twist, in

the past: "I don't like
what Herr Hitler is doing with the labor
unions, but I do like what he's doing with
the Jewish problem."

The irony is that we really don't have any
more of a "welfare problem" than Germany

CurtAndersen
For The
News-Chronicle

had a "Jewish problem." In both cases we
have instead a "power problem." This time,
the bad guys have chosen a small group that
can't fight back, because they have no
money.

Thompson, to stay in power, has had to
convince the public, by broadcasting the
same kind of propaganda about welfare
recipients, that they're all lazy or undeserv-
ing.

While he is pointing at the welfare recipi-
ents (the red herring), he has begun a cam-
paign of unbelievable environmental
destruction that rewards his friends in the

road-building business, the paper industry,
the nuclear-power industry, the real-estate
developers and others — his big-time cam-
paign contributors.

If Thompson is re-elected, the Crandon
mine will go in. That's a "fer sure." He
already knows how he's going to get around
the mining moratorium law. If you don't
believe that, then why is the Department of
Natural Resources still working on the per-
mitting process?

If Thompson is re-elected, the Fox River
cleanup will be akin to a riverbank' wipe-
down with Pine-Sol. That will please the
weasels who dirtied it, but we will still not
be able to eat the fish or use the river for
recreation without danger.

If Thompson is re-elected, we will still
have at least one, probably two, aging and
dangerous nuclear plants on Lake Michigan.
Both plants are accidents waiting to happen.
Lake Michigan is the source of our drinking
water. We depend on it for tens of thousands
of jobs and recreation for millions of us. The
lake is a big draw for tourism.

If Thompson is re-elected, he'll continue
to usurp power from branches of state gov-
ernment until he and the corporate profiteers
who have soiled this state run the entire
show.

Over the last 10 years, residents of Wis-
consin have been flocking to join environ-
mental groups because of their concern
about the cavalier treatment of the environ-
ment. I realized the other day that all of this
environmental abuse was the fault of one
man. Tommy Thompson.

He has repeatedly said he's an environ-
mentalist. (Gag!) C'mon, Tommy. Tell us the
truth. I guess you know you can't get re-
elected if the public knows your real plans.

We need a governor who's a decision-
maker, not a wheeler-dealer.

Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Write
to him via e-mail at chronicle@itol.com.
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PCB dump site
withdrawn

Plans fall through to locate
dredgings from the Fox

River in Eau Claire County.
PAGE 3

THE GREEN BAY NEWS-CHRONICLE LOCAL TuesdayFox pilot projects in limboafter Eau Claire opposition
With no landfill forPCBs, contaminatedsediment may have tostay at the riverbottom

By Nick Wood
The News-Chronlde

Unless a new dump site for PCB-
contaminated Fox River dredgings is
found soon, two cleanup projects
scheduled to begin this fall could be
canceled.

"Certainly I think (the pilot pro-jects) are in jeopardy at this point,"
said state Department of Natural Re-
sources project leader Bruce Baker.

Faced with intense local opposi-
tion, the state Monday dropped a planto bury about 100,000 tons of PCB-
contaminated river sludge at a private
dump near Eau Claire, an administra-tor said.Mark Bugher, secretary of the state
Department of Administration, said
the state has asked Milwaukee-based

Superior Services to withdraw its bidof $80 per ton to dispose of the dried-oat, contaminated sediment, some ofwhich would come from the Fox
River.

The company announced late
Monday that it has withdrawn the bid.

"Local feedback is always a factor
in the decision on these projects,"spokesman Jeffrey RemsiJc said.

Last week, DNR Secretary GeorgeMeyer said the state would stop theproject only if its environmental re-
view determined there were technical
or environmental problems.

But Bugher said Monday that local
concerns as well as technical data
may be considered in deciding
whether to sign the contract.

Bugher's announcement surprised
several DNR officials, including
Dave Lundberg, waste program
supervisor for the DNR's West Cen-
tral region.

"We stand behind our position thatthe material could have been safely
landfUted in this landfill or any other
landfill in the state of similar con-

Meyer Bugher
struction," he said.But there was no public support,
with many people feeling the EauClaire area should not be the dumping
grounds for waste from the Fox Val-
ley, Lundberg said.

Bugher acknowledged there will
probably be local opposition to any
potential landfill site. Because com-
munities closer to the Fox River havea greater interest in its cleaunup, theremay be less public opposition closer
to home.Superior's Hickory Meadows
Landfill near Chilton is scheduled to

open this fall. The 59-acre landfillwill meet DNR requirements for PCB
disposal. 'But that landfill is not an immedi-
ate option, according to Baker and
Jerry Raeder, general manager of re-
mediation for Superior.

' 'We really don't have Chilton as a
formal option right now," Baker said.

Raeder said Superior is currently
negotiating with local officials for
disposal of regular garbage there.As to what will happen next, Lund-
berg said, "I don't know if there is a
'plan B' at this point."Darrell Bazzel, the DNR's deputy
secretary, said the agency would con-
tinue to explore options and wants to
go forward with the $10-million
dredging project for the Fox River
slated to begin this fall.

"Certainly, looking at the Eau
Claire situation, I would agree it
would be somewhat challenging find-
ing a repository for the waste as partof a long-term cleanup," he said.

Th» Associated Prom contributed to thtereport.
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Toxic chemical discharges
mto the Fox River continue
While discharges aredown, a new reportshows that there's stilla long way to go

By MeMnda Naparalla
1/1 fitBrown County was the second

most polluted county in Wisconsin
with 3.1 million pounds of toxins re-
leased in 1996, and the former Fort
Howard Corp. paper mill was the
largest polluter by far, according to areport released by Green Bay envir-
onmentalists Thursday.Members of the Clean Water Ac-tion Council discussed the report bythe Wisconsin Public Interest Re-search Group on toxic chemical re-leases into Wisconsin waterways.WisPmO'ircport, "Troubled Wa-
ters," analyzed discharges as re-ported by industries for the Toxic Re-
lease Inventory compiled by the state
Department of Natural Resources, asrequired by the federal Community
Right to Know Act

The TRI outlines information ab-
out the amount of toxic pollution thatlarge manufacturing plants and gov-ernment facilities release into the en-

onment each year. The federal act
. v4uires monitoring of 578 different
chemicals.

The Clean Water Action Councillocalized WisPIRG's report by focus-
ing on Northeast Wisconsin and the
Fox River.

There were 1.S million pounds of
toxins released into the Fox River in1996, according to Rebecca Katers,
executive director of Clean Water.
She said 94 percent of the toxins camefrom the Fort Howard Corp., 1919 S.Broadway St., which has since
merged with James River Corp. to be-
come Fort James.

The 1996 TRI reported the largestamount of discharges to water wasfrom Fort Howard, with reported re-
leases more than 1.4 million pounds,
almost all of which consisted of ni-
trate compounds. The companyranked second in total toxins by re-
leasing 2.6 million pounds in 1996.This is only the tip of the iceberg,Kalers said. The companies reportingto the TRI are on an honor system andreport the chemical discharges them-
selves, she said.

Katers said the WisPIRG reportcalls for thresholds of zero for sub-stances like mercury, lead and PCBs
and development of stricter stan-dards. Technologies exist to dis-charge pure water, but companies
aren't even close to that level of dis-charge, she said.
j''I've seen the terrible results of

; in the Fox River," said BobSchmitz, who said he has lived inGreen Bay for 76 years.
There used to be more frogs, swal-lows and martins living along the

river, he said.

H. Man lanon / Ttw Nm-Chronfctt
THE FORT JAMES MIL. 1919 S. Broadway (formerly Fort HowardCorp.). Is signaled out In a pollution report by the Wtooonsin Public In-terest Research Group.

Katers said most people believe in-dustries are cleaning up, but there isstill a problem because in some indus-tries released toxins are increasing.
The pulp and paper industry is the

latgest discharger in the state, releas-
ing 13 miDioa pounds of toxins, Ka-ters said.

Kalers said some of the informa-tion may be misleading because somenonpoint pollution is released into the

The reporting facilities listed in theinventory — those that manufacture,process or use more than 10,000pounds per year of at least one of anum bet of loxic chemicals—are leg-
ally allowed to release certain levelsof pollutants under updating permits
that set emission limits to protectpublic health. .

33.6 million pounds in 1995 to 29.4million ponds.
The VS. Congress" Office ofTectaicai Afseaament estimates thatthe inventory accounts for only about

5 perceat of all toxic releases to theenvfconmeMnationwide, Katers said.
A took at the amount ol chemi-cats dumped hi Wisconsin waterbodto between 1992 and 1996:

The toxic inventory report
companies in 1996 reported releasing43 million pounds fewer toxic emis-
sions alto the environment than werereported in 1987.

Wisconsin manufacturers and
other reporting facilities released12.5 percent less toxic pollution to theenviionment in 1996, dropping from

River: 4,045,075pounds• Fox River: 3.379,636pounds• Lake Michigan: 215,902pounds• Flambeau River: 207.708pounds• Newton Creek: 57,876pounds• LMl Lake Butte Des Morts:40,600 pounds• Menorrtnee River: 39,649• Kankapot Creek: 36,800pounds• Twin River 15,853 pounds• Yahara River: 1 1 , 0 1 5pounds
Source: Wisconsin Public Inter-est Research Group.
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READERS'
Work together, not apart, to reclaim Fox River
For the past several months

I have read with interest the
numerous articles and letters
that pertain to the Fox River
PCB issue. Because it is my
job to deal with environmental
issues on a daily basis, I feel
compelled, if not obligated, to
speak out.

As a "working river," the
Fox has had to endure the
strain from industrial and
municipal discharges, as well
as agricultural runoff, which
sometimes caused unforesee-
able and unforeseen effects to
the river.

While the paper industry
and the community at large
have been increasingly more
environmentally conscious,
some environmental problems
persist from several decades
past. Sediments contaminated
with PCBs are a case in point.
There is no debate that this sit-
uation needs to be assessed
and addressed properly.

What appears to be lost in
the debate is the fact that the
paper industry as a whole has
made great strides in reducing
the impact of their facilities on
the environment. This is a con-
tinuing effort that is taken seri-
ously.

More information on these
accomplishments can be

Letters to The News-Chroni-cle must include theauthor's name, address andtelephone number. Pleaselimit them to 300 words; al,are subject to editing.Longer, well-written letterswill be considered for publi-cation. Submit letters to thepostal address, e-mailaddress or fax number listedat the bottom of this page.
obtained from the Wisconsin
Paper Council, as they are
summarized in the annual Pol-
lution Prevention Partnership,
or P3, reports that are issued
early each year. Ctl/ ^tvEveryone should* remember
that industry is not just an
inanimate object — it » made
up of everyday people-who
live in this community. Over-
all, the paper industry in Wis-
consin employs more than
50,000 people statewide and
more than 26,000 in the Fox
Valley area. Do not for one
minute be misled into believ-
ing that we care any less about
the Fox River, or any part of.

our environment for that mat-
ter, than do those who belong
to the environmental activist
organizations.

The Fox River PCB issue is
a complex problem whose
solution will require careful
evaluation of scientific issues,
engineering difficulties and
economic reality. To arrive at
the solution, we willy also
need to seriously consider the
economic implications associ-
ated with the remedial actions
selected and what impact they
will have, not only on the
paper industry, but the local
communities as well, as those
.actions are being undertaken.

It is not an issue that will be
solved with name calling and
mistrust. -:

A gentleman named Lom-
_ bardi once said, "People who
/'wort together will' win,
"whether it be'against complex
football defenses, or the prob-
lems of modern society." Per-
haps it's time that the environ-
mental groups begin to
acknowledge the good things
..that are being done jighunojw
to help improve the river for
future generations to enjoy. .

Environmental ManagerP.H. Glatfener Co.: Neenah
: chronide@itol.com

->0-432-8581
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THE GREEN BAY NEWS-CHRONICLE LOCAL Thureda'Chilton landfill fits PCBMII
A new landfill nearChilton could be thelogical disposal sitefor Fox River PCBdredging*

By Mek Wood
The N«w»-Chnxi<de

Town of Chiton officials believethat millions of tons of PCB-contaminated dredgfags from the PoxRiver will soon be beaded their way.
"A lot of us have a feeling ofwhat's going to happen," said AnnLintner. Chilton town clerk. "If all

those PCBs are coming out of the FoxRiver, it's only logical that it's goingto come our way."
Superior Special Services, thecompany picked to dispose of conta-minated sediment from two pilotcleanup projects this foil on the FoxRiver, is building a 59-acre landfill inthe town of Chilton in CalumetCounty.
Lintner has been closely involvedin the negotiation process for morethan a year.Scheduled for completion as early

as this fall, the new Hickory Mea-
dows Landfill is 35. miles south ofGreen Bay.

According to Gary Bartels, Super-ior's project manager for the landfill,the facility would be acceptable forPCB disposal under state Departmentof Natural Resources regulations.Superior is currentlyan interim agreement with the town iChilton and Calumet County thatwould allow the company to con tmueconstruction of the landfill while theparties hammer out a final agreementabout operating hours, tipping fees,and town benefits.Bartels said Superior intends tohaul garbage, construction debris andspecial wastes to the facility from ar-ound Northeast Wisconsin. Once foil,
the landfill will rise 125 feet abovethe surrounding farmland.Disposal of PCBs is not on thetable at this time, Bartels said.But Lintner said Superior negotia-tors have talked openly in the past ab-
out the possiblity of disposing PCB-contaminaled sediment in the landfill' 'We're very aware that they want(PCBs) there." Lintner said. "Theydon't want to talk about it now be-cause they don't want (the issue) to

bog down garbage negotiations."Chilton Town Chairman John
Schwartz said the interim contractprohibits PCB disposal at the site, butthe issue will be twisted separately."(PCB disposal) has not beentalked about a lot because it has notbeen a part of the (interim) agree-Schwam said. "I don't thinkiofbdDcd coooffa ID rake •

The DNR has accepted Superior'slow bid of $80 per ton to dispose of upto 92,000 tons of PCB-contaminatedsediment from the Fox. Sheboyganand Manitowoc riven at its Seven-mile Creek Landfill near Eau Claire.A public hearing on that plan is sche-duled for Sept 16 in Eau Claire.Jerry Raeder, general manager incharge of remediation for Superior,
said that at this time the company hasno plans of hauling sediment from thepilot projects to Chilton.But if the pilot projects lead to afull-scale cleanup of the Fox River, itwould not be wise to spend moneyhauling sediment across the stale, ac-cording to Bill Fitzpalrick, DNR pro-
ject manager for the pilots,

"If we're dealing with a consider-
able volume (of contaminated sedi-

ment), it makes sense to reduce thedisposal cost and use money for re-moval and treatment (of sediment),"he said.Prom an engineering standpoint,the most cost-effective way to dis-pose of huge amounts of sedimentwould be to landfill them in the claybanks of the river itself. Pltrpatricksaid.
But from a political standpoint,that may not sit well with propertyowners.Fitzpatrick estimates there are 11million cubic yards of contaminatedsediment in the 39-mile stretch of theFox River from Lake Winnebago toGreen Bay.
The Hickory Meadows Landfillwill have a capacity of 7.5 millioncubic yards, which would be bigenough to store more than half of all

the contaminated sediment in theriver.
But Bartels cautioned that it is pre-mature to talk about whether the Chil-ton landfill would ever be used forlarge-scale PCB disposal
"At this point it's all speculation,"Bartels said. "It doesn't do anyoneany good to speculate."

• , ! > ; • . ! • !
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Council sets new rules
for taking dredge spoils

Eau Claire'swastewater treatmentplant won't acceptlandfill runoff
___Associated Press___

EAU CLAIRE — City officialshave moved to tighten policies on de-aling with contaminated dredge
spoils from rivers in eastern
Wisconsin.

A disposal firm plans to bury the
river sludge in a landfill in the town of
Seymour, near Eau Claire.

A resolution passed Wednesday bythe City Council states that Eau

Claire's wastewater treatment plantwon't accept landfill runoff that con-tains the chemical pollutant PCBs, orpolychlorinated biphenyls.
The landfill runoff, also known as"leachate," is shipped by tanker

truck from the landfill to the treat-
ment plant. The sludge then can be
disposed of by spreading it on area
farmland.
Eau Claire council members are

seeking to have state and federal offi-cials reconsider the plans for dump-
ing Fox River sludge in the landfill.

George Meyer, secretary of thestate Department of Natural Resour-ces, met with area leaders Tuesday.
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Thompson does littleto improve Fox River
GREEN BAY — Methinks the'.DNR doth protest too much. Gov.;Tommy Thompson and his DNR:staff have flatly denied any con-'nection between -large campaign.'donations from the paper Indus-•try and the DNR's total inability:to get tough with Fox River pol-;luters. ' .•But look at the history. DNR:staff spent three years, from 1989*to 1992, preparing for legal en-forcement actions to hold the pol-!luters accountable. They hired;new staff with nationwide exper-*tise hi Natural Resources Damage:Assessments. They sent 26 staff*people to special training* ses-jsions. But they also wrote'ntemosjacknowledgirig'that wtie^ the|DNR was all ready to go to court,]it first had to astfor Thompson's •permission. . •; v •• •' •"That permission-was never-~---• thi three-year |no "action, thestaff were as-ipartffientsrlnthe DNR, and ateawas'setup^sfxyearalsolutions*''?NQW>Thorn

little commit-I! waste the next:
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/State

DNR chief urged to slow
sediment-shipping plan

ASSOCIATED PRESS
EAU CLAIRE — County andstate representatives on Tuesdayurged Wisconsin's top environ-mental official to slow a processthat could bring hundreds of tonsof PCB-contaminated sediment tothe county.However, the U.S. Environmen-tal Protection Agency has set aJanuary deadline for completinga dredging study for removing thesediments from eastern Wiscon-sin rivers, said George Meyer,state Department of Natural Re-sources secretary. •Hazardous materials in the sedi-ment from the Fox River, the She-boygan River and tributaries ofthe Manitowoc River includepolychlorinated biphenyls.PCBs are industrial chemicalsthat are classified as probably can-cer-causing to humans and havebeen linked with developmentalproblems and lowered IQs in chil-dren exposed to higher levels inthe womb, typically by motherswho ate tainted fish.The dredging study is a way todetermine the best cleanup meth-ods for the Fox River, officialshave said.Meyer said that just becausecontaminated sediment may come

to Eau Claire County as part ofthe study, local officials shouldn'tassume the final solution wouldbe to ship all the contaminatedsludge from the Fox River Valleyto Eau Claire.Superior Services of Milwaukeehas been picked to dispose ofabout 92,000 tons of contaminatedsediment, and ttie companyplanned to bury the sediment atthe Sevenmile Creek SanitaryLandfill in the town oTSeymour.The sludge could be shipped be-ginning in October, but Meyersaid that if DNR staff, concludedthere were environmental prob-lems at Sevenmile Creek, the dis-posal would not go on.County "•-. Board " Chairman"Howard Ludwigson said the PCBsmay not leak immediately, but hewas concerned what would hap-pen 20 or 30 years from now.DNR experts say PCBs bondtightly with soil particles and arenot expected to leak through thelandfills. • .Meyer said it was not unusualfor wastes to be shipped to otherparts of the state or out of state."I understand the emotion ofthis issue'. It's a fairness issue.Why should Eau Claire takesomeone else's waste?" Meyersaid.

Lower eaglereproduction blamedon lack of food
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ASHLAND — Bald eagles livingalong Lake Superior raise feweryoung than those nesting on in-land lakes because less food isavailable for them, researchers
say^ • • ^ '••••• • ' • . • . : • ' ' . ' , •A study by University of Wis-:consin and state Department ofNatural Resources researchersfound the problem to be environ:lmental, rather than due to feeding^on contaminated fish as some hadthought might be the case.No eagles nesting on Lake Supe-rior produced young from 1970 to1976, but since then, numbers ofeagles and other birds of preyhave been on the rise. There were108 occupied eagle territories inWisconsin in 1993, compared with645 last year, the report said.Over the course of the eight-year study, researchers foundthat eagles on the big lake raised23 percent fewer chicks than in-land nesters.
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ASHLAND
Less food on hand
for bald eagles
Bald eagles fiving along Lake

Swrnfe fewer young thanU*MC netting on inland lakes be-
I«» food is available forreaearcbers say.

.. by University of——•Madison and state De-Partoent of Natural Resources re-
s«;«aenJ fcnnd the problem to be?!?««??«"». lather diao due to

T ~«~cootanunated fish as•*» had thought might be thecase.
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DNR secretary urged to slow
down on sediment-shipping plan

Associated Press
EAU CLAIRE—Wisconsin's topenvironmental official should slow aprocess (hat could bring hundreds oftons of PCB-contaminated sedimentto the county, local representatives

said. ^ , . :^'_ '_ ,„ ' , .; _.; '."However, the U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency has set a Januarydeadline for completing a dredgingstudy for removing the sediments
from eastern Wisconsin rivers.George'Meyer, state Department of
Natural Resources secretary, said
Tuesday! ;;' '• -1"' ''' 'J -'•'••'•• '"••

Hazardous materials in the sedi-
ment from the Fox River, the Sheboy-gan River and tributaries of the Mani-
towpc River include polychlorinated
biphenyls, industrial chemicals thatare suspected of causing cancer.

Through the dredging study, offi-
cials hope to determine the best
methods for a. larger cleanup of the

Fox River, which has been pollutedby paper companies along the river,Meyer has sakL • - _ . • •Meyer said just becaose contami-nated sediment may come to Ean
Claire County as part of the study,local officials shouldn't assume thefinal solution would be to ship all thecontaminated sludge from the FoxRiver Valley to Eau Oatre.Superior Service^ of Milwaukeehas been picked to dispose of about92,000 tons of contomated sedi-ment, and the conipsny"planned tobury the sediment at the SeyenmileCreek Sanitary Landfill in the town ofSeymour 'l'!>l! ia • ' . . 'The sludge cxndd be shipped begin-ning in October, but Meyet said that ifDNR staff concluded7 dSae' were en-vironmental prbbfen^at1 SevenmileCreek the disposal wooM not go on.County Board CtUmun HowardLudwigson said the PCBs may notleak immediately, but be was con-cerned what would happen 20 or 30

years from now.DNR experts say PCBs bondtightly with soil particles and are notexpected to leak through the landfills.Meyer said it was not unusual for
wastes to be shipped to other parts ofthe state or out of state.
"I understand the emotion of this

issue. It's a fairness issue. Whyshould Eau Claire lake someone
else's waste?" Meyer said..̂However, Eau Claire businesses
rely on being able to ship wastes else-where, he said.

Rep. Rob Kreibich, R-Eau Claire,
said the Chippewa Valley was at riskof becoming the "sludge valley" of
the Midwest, and the project was pre-ceding too fast, without enough local
questions being answered.

Kreibich said he would try to get
the EPA to back off on its Januarydeadline for the feasibility study.

A public meeting to discuss Super-
ior Services' plans is set for Sept. 16
in Eau Claire.
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Thompson's film biography gets eXXon rating
S cott McCallum, rumored to be our cur-

rent lieutenant governor, (though who
would know?) escaped from his chains in
the basement of the governor's mansion
recently and made his way to Green Bay to

harp about the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency.

With spittle flying
and one eye staring
out into space while'
the other twitched
nervously, he bab-
bled on about how
Superfund would

His speechfinished,McCallum wasrecapturedand returnedto his dankcell In thegovernor'smansion.

CurtAndersen
For The
News-Chronicle

waste money. That
finished, he was
recaptured and
returned to his dank

cell in the mansion.
It's just as well, as he was spouting pure

horse dookey. It's th"e same dookey that
"Toxic Tommy" Thompson and his stooges
have been foisting on us since EPA's threat-
ened Superfund designation got them off

their collective ample butt, to conjure upmore wild stories to entertain us.
McCallum was here just to get us used to

his face, to prepare us for Oov. Thompson's
absence during his run for the presidency in
2000. Fightin' Bob La Follette.must be spin-
ning in his grave.

The paper industry said PCBs weren't
dangerous; nobody bought that phony
baloney. They tried to tell us that PCBs were
buried under layers of "clean sediment."
Any 4-year-old who's built a sand castle at
the water's edge and watched as the water
ate away at the base knows better than that.

They tried to tell us that hydraulic dredg-
ing doesn't work, that it scatters the PCBs
downstream with the sediments. They even
had a cartoon made to prove it. A cartoon
that amused some. It angered even more,
that the paper industry believes people are
that gullible.

Now they're telling us that the sediments
will be "properly" dredged and dried and
brought to a "safe" landfill. Safe? How
about putting it in a landfill next to your
house?Now they're telling us that all those
"industry" consultants were hired randomly
and that there is no connection to the dona-
tions made by those firms to the governor's
campaign fund. It is little help to us that the
Department of Natural Resources, now
defanged and wholly owned by Toxic
Tommy, no longer has the money or staff to
stop the snaky business being carried on by
the governor.

The public intervenor's office was emas-
culated and dumped into the DNR, the
agency it was set up to watchdog, where.

desiccated, it would cease to be of any use
to anyone, except, of course, Toxic Tommy's
bought friends — the paper industry, the
insurance industry, the mining industry and
the real-estate industry, to name but a few.
The best friends that money can buy.

Why hasn't Wisconsin's Justice Depart-
ment done something about this abuse of
power? Why hasn't Tommy been charged
with encouraging and accepting bribes? Oh,
that's right. The ethics board is made up of
Thompson appointees.

When the smoke has cleared and the dust
has settled and Thompson is back in Elroy
for good (actually, "bad"), his story will
make a Pulitzer Prize-winning book and
movie. Don't let your kids see it. It will be
eXXon rated.

Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part time
at Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronide@itol.com.
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Politics put above a dean Fox River

Methinks the Department of
Natural Resources doth protest too
much.

Gov. Tommy Thompson and his
DNR staff have flatly denied any
connection between large campaign
donations from the paper jndustry
and the DNR's total inability to get
tough with Fox River polluters.

But look at the history. DNR
staff spent three years, from 1989 to
1992, preparing for legal enforce-
ment actions to hold the polluters -
accountable. The DNR hired new
staff with nationwide expertise in-
natural resources damage assess-
ments. • " • • • • i:> •"'.'• \ -^ " :.It sent 26 staff people to special
training sessions. But memos were
written acknowledging that when
the DNR was ready to go to court,
it first had to ask for Gov. Thomp-
son's permission. -;. -••.'..

That permission was never

Letters to The News-Chroniclemust include the author'sname, address and telephone^ number. Please limit them to300 words; all are subject toediting. Longer, well-written let-ters will be considered for pub-lication.'Subrriit letters to thepostal address, e-mail addressor fax number listed at thebottom of this page.
granted. Instead, the three-year
effort ended: with no action, the spe-
cial DNR- staffers were assigned to
other departments, and a cozy little

committee was set up to waste the
next six years looking for "volun-
tary solutions" with the polluters.

Now Thompson is doing every-
thing in his power to keep the fed-
eral government from enforcing a "
river cleanup. After 12 years of
inaction, he actually claims with a
straight face that the state can do
the job more quickly and efficient-'iy. In fact, according to Thompson, '
his "leadership" already brought
about a total cleanup of the river.
He wrote a book in 1996 claiming,
"Today the Fox River is safe for
both people and fish. "

Good grief. All this would be
funny if it weren't for the thousands
of children and the wildlife who
have been exposed to toxic PCBs
during the many years of his farce.

Green Bay

Green Bay, VW 54306-2467
'/Bo*2467, | E-mail: cnronide@itol.com" I

Fax:920-432-8581 I
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e "Wisconsinto 'pre-Tommy' conditions

GREEN BAY — I'm disappoint-ed the media allowed Gov.Tommy Thompson and the paperindustry to simply deny, withoutquestion, serious conflicts of in-terest that threaten the Fox RiverPCB cleanup. The media shouldresearch issues independentlyand report the truth.Remediation Technologies Inc.(RETEC) is the company Thomp-son's DNR hired to do the Remedi-al Investigation/ Feasibility Studyfor the river cleanup. ^RETEC is a subsidiary of Ther-mo Remediation, a Thermo Elec-tron company. Thermo Electronalso owns Thermo Fibertek,which owns 12 companies thatmanufacture paper machine ac-cessories, process equipment, re-cycled fiber equipment and watermanagement systems for papercompanies, especially paperclers (like those that pollutedFoi River).At least two of the 12 companiesserve paper industries in the FoxRiver Valley: Thermo WisconsinTty maintains its central manufac*turing and1 laboratory facilities inKaukauna, and specializes in dry-ing technologies and incineratorsused in the paper industry. ThermdFibergen operates GranTek Inc. LaGreen Bay, which processes FortJames Corp. waste sludge. FortJames is one of the largest PCB potluters of the Fox River. ' , . : - -tHow can RETEC be trusted towrite an honest plan requiringpaper companies to pay enough todean'the river and fully'protectpublic health, wildlife and the en-vironment? It's obvious RETEC'scontract is connected to the$155,000 the paper industry gaveThompson for his re-election cam-paigns (and millions more frompaper industry allies).Since Thompson took control ofthe- DNR, we've seen a seriesunusual DNR decisions like ~one. And because Thompson elim:inated the public intervenors atthe same time, citizens have noindependent investigators we cantrust. It's time to stop the corrup-tion and restore Wisconsin to"pre-Tommy" conditions. ' ' ''' ~*Rebecca Lefghton Katara,- r Green Bay
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Small crowd questions DNR cleanup techniques
The agency needs adischarge permitbefore a pilot projectcan proceed

By Melinda Naparalla
____Trie News-Chronicle_____

Few people turned out to comment
at a public hearing Tuesday night on a
wastewater discharge permit sought
by the Wisconsin Department of Na-
tural Resources.

The permit is needed to begin
dredging of PCB-contaminated sedi-
ment in the Fox River. It would allow
the DNR to discharge 720,000 gal-
lons of treated wastewater back into
the river each day.

FYI
Representatives of the federalEnvironmental Protection Agencywill answer questions from 6-9p.m. tonight at the Brown CountyLibrary, 515 Pine St., regardingthe agency's proposal to list theLower Fox River as a Superfundsite. Concerned citizens can meet

one-on-one with EPA representa-
tives to ask questions and leamhow to submit comments on the

proposal. If the Fox River
becomes a Superfund site, the

EPA would initially fund the
cleanup, then Jry to recover costs

from the Fox River Group - acoalition of seven paper compa-nies identified as responsible fordischarging PCBs into the river.

Funding for the project is from the
Fox River Group, a coalition of seven
paper companies identified as poten-
tially responsible for PCBcontamination.The DNR showed a short video of
dredging in Michigan and the tech-
niques used there to avoid stirring up
sediments in the water.Rebecca Katen, executive director
of the Clean Water Action Council,
said the video was misleading be-cause the video showed hydraulicdredging while the DNR plans to use
a different, "swinging ladder"
dredging technique that she said mayupset more sediment.

"We are concerned about this pro-
ject and the permit because of the var-
iances of the permit," Kalers said.
"We consider this pan. of thesweetheart deal between (Gov.
Tommy) Thompson's DNR and thepolluters."

Bob Schmitz of the Wolf RiverWatershed Alliance questionedwhether tnbttancft other than PCBscould be released in the wastewater,Sttcn as amnoflmu umto,Brucc Robatson* DNR water re-sources engineer, said he didn't know
how much ammonium nitrate wouldbe released until the calculations are
completed.
"I'm opposed to what you call

'treated' water," Schmie said.
Robertson said the water and the

two dozen substances in it would bemonitored un a weekly and daily
basis.

"Tonight's public hearing is far
too late," Raters said. "Money con-trols the situation and if you don't
have enough money you don't have
proper cleanup."

MCKEY MAmCQUE OF QREBI BAY vtows tfw Wtoontftpart of a pubfc opinion fonim on a own* ft to tttMng to dradge the Fox Rhr«f .

This is the first of several permitsand an example needs to be set, Ka-
ten said. If the DNR is lax here, she
said, then there may be a lax processthroughout the clean up.Kalers also said not enough of thecontaminated sediment would be re-

moved and the part that is removedmay release more PCBs into the.river.The DNR plans to dig a hole in theaffected area to remove contamin-
ants, but Katen said this would causeside sediment to fall into the hole andrelease more PCBs.

"I dunk this is a publicity stunt tomake the state look good," she said.
The DNR and the Fox River Groupare scheduled to begin dredging inOctober near the Fort James mill ifthe permit is approved.

\

Sept. 2nd is Good Neighbor Day!
vou a dozen roses
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Thompson's DNR cannot be trusted
I'm disappointed the media allowed

Gov. Tommy Thompson and the paper
industry to simply deny, without question,
serious conflicts of interest that threaten the
Fox River PCB cleanup. The media should
research issues independently and report
the truth.

Remediation Technologies Inc., .or
RETEC, is the company Thompson's
Department of Natural Resources hired to!,
do the remedial investigation and feasibili-
ty study for the river cleanup.

RETEC is a subsidiary of Thermo
Remediation, a Thermo Electron company.
Thermo Electron also owned Thermo Fib-
ertek, which owns 12 companies that man-
ufacture paper machine accessories,
process equipment, recycled fiber, equip-
ment, and water management systems for
paper companies, especially paper recy-
clers (like'those firms that polluted the Fox
River.) NAt least two of the 12 companies owned
by Thermo Fibertek serve paper industries
in the Fox Valle"y. Thermo Wisconsin Inc.
maintains its central manufacturing and
laboratory facilities in Kaukauna and spe-
cializes in drying technologies and inciner-
ators used in the paper industry. Thermo
Fibergen operates GranTek Inc. in Green
Bay, which processes waste .sludge from
Fort James Corp. Fort James, is one of the
largest PCB polluters of the'Fox River.

Letters to The
News-Chroniclemust include the
author's name,address andtelephone num-ber. Please limit them to 300 words; allare subject to editing. Longer, well-writ-
ten letters will be considered for publica-
tion. Submit letters to the postaladdress, e-mail address or fax number
listed at the bottom of this page.
' How can RETEC be trusted to write an

honest plan requiring paper companies to
pay enough to clean the river and fully pro-
tect public health, wildlife and the environ-
ment? It's obvious RETEC's contract is
connected to the $155,000 the paper indus-
try gave Thompson for his re-election cam-
paigns (and millions more from paper
industry allies.)

Since Thompson took control of the
DNR, we've seen a series of "unusual"
DNR decisionsxlike this one. And because
Thompson eliminated the public inter-
venors at the same time, the public has no
independent investigators we can trust.

It's time to stop ̂ the corruption and
restore Wisconsin to ''pre-Tommy" condi-
tions.J113. y

/*/?*" Green Bay

»@itol.com _81 I Web:'www.green
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Many residents igno
of threat of PCBs

GREEN BAY — Once again £feel frustrated at the ignorance;and apathy of a majority of Fo£Valley residents. If I hear on«£more person say that dredging*:will "stir" up the "clean" sedtC;ment and uncover the PCBs I wil£
'? scream. • ' ; ' • * ' l~lFirst of all, there is no magicajC; •'-! cap of clean sediment covering ther:1 river bottom. Secondly, if yofK ,: have ever driven over Tower!-.£Drive Bridge the day after ir;V'-.storm, you can plainly see that thfe-;^- river gets stirred up through nat-« ̂;:' ural processes^pn a regular basi3.>-*„' Ignorance*bf this local threa>:Vf. wouldn't be'so, bad If theseTpeoplg-f:f didn't keep spewing-thelr misuvji^rv formation in the local papers. Ge>;-. the facts,' folks. Get flut^pf ypuiS ;.. house and away from, the TV anci*Vgo to a public'meeting. These arp?;.jheld for a reason. Then maybe!1 *; you would see what was fealljj:' going oti instead of pulling crap.; •out of thin air. " " ' . »i-.'Sarah State, Green I
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READERS'
River cleanup critics
spew misinformation
Once again I feel frustrated at the ignorance

and apathy of a majority of Fox Valley resi-
dents.

If I hear one more person say that dredging
will "stir" up the "clean" sediment and uncov-
er the PCBs. I will scream.

First of all, there is no magical cap of clean
sediment covering the river bottom.

Second, if you have ever driven over the
Tower Drive Bridge the day after a storm, you
can plainly see that the river gets stirred up
through natural processes on a regular basis.

Ignorance of this local threat wouldn't be so
bad if these people didn't keep spewing their
misinformation in the local papers.

Get the facts, folks.
Get out of your house and away from the TV

and go to a public meeting. These are held for a
reason. Then maybe you would see what was
reaily going on. instead of pulling stuff out of
thin air. smftsaizGreen Bay
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Burying
of PCBs
sparks
concerns

ASSOCIATED PRESS
EAU CLAIRE — Concernis growing about a plan tobury up to 100,000 tons ofPCB-contaminated riversludge, some from the FoxRiver, at a privately owneddump ground near EauClaire, officials said Thurs-day. , . . . . .It's a "not-in-my-backyard-type deal," said Eau ClaireCounty Administrator TomMcCarty. "We know they aredangerous. The countyboard chairman has person-ally come forward and said,'1 don't think it is a goodidea."'. . , ; .-/::•...-.,;•-,-,~ The county .board hastaken no formal action onthe matter, but ChairmanHoward Ludwigson has In-vited the area's state legisla-tors to a breakfast meetingnext month to talk about theissue, McCarty said. - - • » < •Sediments containingpolychlotinated biphenylsyor PCBs, what environmen-talists have called "toxicsludge," are now scheduled'or burial at a Superior Sev-;nmile Creek Inc. dump inthe town of Seymour near.
The PCBs are to be re.-moved from silt dredgedfrom Manitowoe River tribu-

taries near New Holstelir,the lower Fox River nearGreen Bay and the Sheboy-gan River, according to thestate Department of NaturalResources. . . . ; , • . . . • ; • _ •Milwaukee-based SuperiorServices bid $80 per ton todispose of the dried out, con-taminated sedimentPCBs were widely used Inthe making of carbonlesspaper and other products'until the U.S. governmentbanned their manufacture in1977..-.--i .r . . . . <„ . , > • . , . . • • •, Until two yean ago, EauClaire owned the town ofSeymour landfill, McCartysaid. "We no longer have areal voice in what may be ac-cepted or not accepted at thelandfill." ;.: - I i '•>••.:,vi .• But legal options may beexplored, McCarty said. ' 'Besides the emotionalIssue of accepting someoneelse's garbage, some peoplein Eau Claire County worryabout possible ground watercontamination and the long-term safety of having PCBsburled nearby, McCarty
Pleas* SM PCBa, B-2
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cleanup management
—-,«••• •«^--" ̂ ---—^T'-«-^—* ^Ist' Jaraes "uflk 1919 & Broadway, ac---•»i!.4-'->-W. /a«5*̂ bi«sj<i '̂ gwisiy MMiit''may •̂•Jist the,F<jx^River":as a cording to Bill Fitzpatrick, DNR pro-gi£%Idon'ttmst youlatall,-and/jSuperfirod sitaj A^6XWa|?comment ject manager, The sediment is esti-

tobody VtfaatV.ileea: following1

sfl»%;j P^Pd ̂urjeiifly underjvay regard- mated to contain 33 tons of PCBs, a
""T1:̂ ' toxic cbemkal once used in the man-hould-

Hie deannpisafepoperadve effort %f< Although U^we^-man/ques^ u&ctqre arid recylcing of carbonless
ocw«en;llie,Wls<x«smtl5si8jtineofc!tidnaB^b^ .esof the DNR; Aepmej: conpa1;1. rf .Ftapatrick said the contaminated., ?_ — ,and the ̂erigiiieering. firrnI in -sediment'Wll be'vacuumed up with<aper compooMi identified asi potetH{;s cbarge-t^cleinup, focused Wednes^-^ hyilrauiic dredging equipment. The

f*~Z i3.»^^i_2».i_l y-it.*^. '""_t^_^ t\ - — —'- *AJB« - - - - __.juk^ *|B'̂  tk<kv.lr ...III tu*"bl&nup 9-acre tesurea near the bank will be
' "^ ' • " *'': I I*ooe»s^>-i '?'" 'l.'iwi-T:.* o/i? •• : separated'&om the rest of *he river byd8W1 >8 i-^Dredging-will begiridn (Dctober.lo a silt -curtain to prevent escape ofn. aiya | remove 8.8 million tons of sediment PCBs agitated, by the dredging.997. shortly after the federal Envir- from me R» River near the Fort The spoils will be pumped to a

building on shore where they will be
separated from the water, dried, and
taken to a landfill. The water will be
treated on site and pumped back into
the river.Fitzpatrick said the test project is
scheduled to be completed by the end
of the year.Information gathered from the test
project will be used to decide on the
best method for cleanup of the entire
river, said Mark Reimer, a lawyer for
Fort James and representative of the
Fox River Group.

' 'It became very clear very fast that

there were huge data gaps," Reimer
said. "Before we can speak intelli-
gently about cleanup (of the entire
river) we need to bridge those gaps."

The test project was designed to fit
within the $8 million budget given by
the paper companies. The bed of con-taminated sediment stretches conti-
nuously for seven miles from the De
Pere Dam to the mouth of the river.

Within that stretch, the test site is a
considered a PCB hotspot, with con-
centrations of up to 700 parts per mil-
lion. It contains about 3 to 5 percentof the PCBs in the river. " " "

. ' ; • ? • • • ' ; •

^^££^L^ —^-J •- .̂S'HA '̂X-^^-ii!-^, . tf?%&i&2&t%:%*.
<*•':•'.'•'&• ?J''*:-<-::"f~.
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The focus on PCBcontamination of theFox River Is toonarrow, according toresearchers
By Mok Wood

_____Th« N»w»-Chronid«_____

A group of local scientists with ex-tensive knowledge of (he Fox River
and ill problems s»ys it has been shut
out of cleanup negotiations.

Ever since the threat of federalSuperfund listing prompted the stateto cut a deal with seven paper compa-nies identified as potentially respon-
sible for PCB contamination in theriver, the group says their opinionshave fallen on deaf ears.

Members of the Green Bay Reme-dial Action Plan's Science and Tech-nical Advisory Committee say the re-siiUUrtiatcHicnittonofhowtocleanup tnBrivBT Mf focused loo BttTOwtyon PCB contamination. • • • • •
"We need • wider conversation,"said Brace Johnson, a member ofFox-Wolf Basin 2000, a coalition of

industry and environmental groups,during an interview at The News-
Ctounicfe in Green Bay. '

, - . . I ' f,.v . .Jy ..
He and others in the coalition feel

the addition of,the EnvironmentalProtection Agency and its Superfunddesignation win only lead to court
battles. •";"* ""'

He said the atmosphere has moved
away from cooperation and towardpolarization as each side gears up forthe eventual court battles about whopays for cleanup After it's done.

"The PRPs (potentially responsi-ble parties) win get the bill, but youcan bet they're going to come looking
for others to pay it," Johnson said.

Instead of fighting lengthy and ex-
pensive court battles to decide who
will pay, the group feels the most
cost-effective cleanup requires vol-

voice on

BOB L£MAYV WOHT, OF QRBEff BAY LISTENS attentively as BIBFbpatrk* of the'WhconsIn Department of Natural Resources gives of PCBs In the Fox River.Wednesday atthe Brawn County LJxary on the cleanup

untary cooperation arobni scientists,;' industry, ' government, andv
' enviroamentalistt. ': ? . .)« •.+-" He and other members of the RAP,are pushing the JusDce Departmentand the EPA to allow an independent
mediator to help all interested partiesdevelop a cooperative cleanup settle-

ment that addresses all issues.
•"We don't want (paper compa-nies) fighting every step of the way incourt.'.'Johnson said. "That money is
not wen spent", ' ,\In addition to spending money oncleanup instead, of lawyers, acooperative approach would also

brinsjatlriHioiibBcklolhebigpKture,.said HJ. "Bod" Harris, chairman ofthe natural and apjilied sritniTJ de-partmenl at the University of Wiscon-
sin Green Bay. Harris has studied theproblems on the Fox River for 25yean and has authored much of theavailable research. ,

Harris said the PCB contaminationis only one of eight major problemsidentified by the RAP m its 1986stndy of (he Fox River syvtonL Other .piTrtjIcfns tfm arr not being afMiT.Mi1 li
include high concentrations of heavymetals, such as mercury, and fining ofwetland and shoreland.



Environmental informatipn
network looks for steward^

A new coalition wants ward* *^^<^°« about
to recruit volunteer SS*SK&S£IS£
coordinators from/ /jt on jfc Interact on the network'severy county <̂ /^^web site îr^w îĵ . /Vonmteeri ire-asked to donate acouple of hours a>eekl Katers.said."We rely on (hem as me eyes and

ears of the county," she said.i"We'dlike 10 have ooepef»onn7 each county

By MeHnda Na
The News-Chronida

A group of environmental and con-servation groups is looking for peopleinterested in working to create astatewide network of information.Tbe VVTscoosm Stewardship Net-work is a collaboration of aboot 100local conservation, environmentaland fishing/hunting groups searching
for coonty ''stewards? Co gainer andon key environ-

coont-on.
Jc with

we canTheother environmental and*,conserva-ticra groans as î Mbriiî g me id-

ban pollution, Katers said. - n " "
But the cleanup of PCBs from theFox River and plans to build a zinc •

and copper mine near Crandon have
generated statewide interest, she said. l^-'.:4^

"People are realizing the state wide ^J-PrMramifications of some of the issues,.'' ^rv^S^wKaters said. - ; - • • - - i f
Stewards also learn about the legf-

.- i *':-•.
i'Crli--

mental issues.
The network was established twoyears' ago to ppn|mnn*cflt^ with mepublic abbot key issues Hke the clea-nup of the FbxRiver and me Crandonmine, said Rebecca Katers, executivedirector of the Clean Water ActionCouncil.
The network now. wants to findrepresentatives from each of Wiscon-

sin's 72 counties, she said. The sfe-

work backsakL .,1"We want lo snare what welearned and bnnglt back to the grass-roots," Katcar and.; .The We&j ate covers a range of. issues from, wattf issues ID endan-- _'i-_-j' ,i ' i 'gI,* . r.Tgerea sprcig..' K&Bra saw d^&iai<estmg part ofthe network is Djrffiĵ obtw^tissoesare uupoi tant. •> pjoopfe & differentpartsrof.tne
la northenv __vorving take Sapet

tion, whiit
tuC StEUC IS OXXG'C

The network currently has signedup about 15 stewards, and Katers istalking with candidates in Brojwo and
Door counties this.'.jJSseJcI •"^--'̂ a fi"
reach.' '/Katers said. 'We're fookmg Ito bring the broader outdoor comt,minriry together to learn bow issues h
affect the odafoprs.''';/-:"';';'::*_/V !

Those interested [kk becpmingTacounty steward can contact; Becky
Katers of the Clean Action WaterCouncil at 437-730*, Bill Kordns.of
Twin City Rod and Con Club at
920-722-1576 or Jim Wise of EC?COLA, at

•'.• 'ij!: •;.r---rf'">"i '_-. -" •> ! ' • • '
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Wisconsin'ssecond-rankingexecutive says turningto the EPA won't savethe Fox River

By Warren Bhinm
• The News-Chronicle:

Wisconsin Lt. Gov. Scott McCal-lum asked the federal Environmental
Protection Agency on Tuesday toback off of its proposal to list the
lower Fox River on the National
Priorities List for clcgmip under theSnperfbnd program.. - ,:oflC^^aQum ̂ nm_miî ft î p^ iHlfi yyf^y
a tetter to the EPA in an address to theInternational Tissue Symposium n,hosted mis week by Paper Con vertingMachine Co. of Ashwaobenon."Once Washington takes over, itbecomes a bureaucratic nightmare,"McCaDum said. "The EPA track re-cord in cleaning up contaminated
sites is horrible."

The river has been nominated for
federally funded cleanup of its PCB-contammated sediment, and a 60-daycomment period is now in progressbefore the federal agency makes its fi-
ml

T. GOV. SCOTT MCCALLUM SPEAKS on his opposUpn fcTttie ̂ironmental Protection Agency's designatfon of the Fox RiveTas aiuperfund site Tuesday at The News-Chronicle offices in Green Bay.IcCaBum said he opposes government Merventton because ttwPA's history on cleanup projects is •horrible.'

"If you really want to dean op theFox River, you don't turn it over tothe EPA," McCaflom said in an inter-view with TbcNews-Cbroaidefoorto his speech to the paper industrygroup. "Some $30 billion has been
spent on 1300 (Superfund) sites. Ofthat, only 500 sites have been com-

pleted nationally-"
The lieutenant governor said the

Congressional Accounting Office has
estimated of every $1 spent on theSuperfund program, only 45 cents ac-
tually goes toward site cleanup."Wisconsin can take care of the
cleanup more efficiently and get abetter return for oar dollar by hand-
ling it ourselves," McCallmn said.He acknowledged that the threat of
the Superfund listing has forced papercompanies and the state back to the
negotiating table, but he added thatthe idea that talks were stalled may
have been more of a perception man areality. -

"I do know the DNR and EPAwere concerned because it appearedto them that the paper companieswere stalling," McCallum said.' "From the panel companies' pespcc-tive, they thought others were holdingit back, because the agreement, wasfast-tracking some of these permits so
they could get me demonstration pro-jects underway before the ice formsand before the snow flies."

The seven companies identified aspotentially liable for the PCB cleanupcontributed $10 million toward pilotprojects this nil at two PCS "hotspots" on the river, including an areanear the fort James paper miD at 1919
S. Broadway. 1

An estimated 500 paper industryrepresentatives from 25 countries areattending the tissue symposiDin at meRadisson Inn, 2040 Airport Drive.The three-day conference concludestoday.
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PCB sedimentfinds new homenear
The withdrawal of theprevious contractorhad put the disposalfn limbo

By Warren Bluhm
Tho

The company that submiaed thesecond-lowest bid has been recom-mended to receive the contract-for
tanrffiTltng P£R-rtpipi*t)mai*it digg-
ings from the- Fox River, i - .IrThe proposed comiartwfta Super-
ior Services comes after the low-bid-der. Browning Ferns IDC,, withdrew
its bid earlier this month.

Superior intends to use its Seven-,mDe Creek Landfill near Eaa Claireto dispose of up to 100.000 tons ofdried PCB sediments from the de-monstration projects; one at the Fort

James-paper null at 1919 & Broad-way St. and the other; in Kimberiy.The contract also, mclndes sedi-ment removed from unrelated pro-jects in Sheboygan and' NewHolstein. ••'<••••••' <-
A public comment period beganSunday and wffl continoemoTSept.23 whiktfieW® reviews Snperior'sdisposal plan. If final approval isgranted, licensed haolers coold begintransporting waste in October.The DNR and Superior Services; plan an open boose and public infor-mation meeting SepC 16* mEan ClaireCounty to lake comments and answerany questions-from thefpnBUc. ••' >"Well work very'closely with!local officials andneighboo to make'*• sore soy com/crm 06 ADOCSSCQ*said, Dave Iumdberg»« Dhgt waste, management supavnor for the stale; agency's west "centtil region,Londberg said stalB'regiilations

make-Wisconsin bndQb a safe placefor the PCB-bden sedinent v

added that because the FCBc -,_-.-tightly to the dried sediment^ itis not
likely^ they would end uptin kachaic,the rain water and snow melt dial canrun through^ landfills. . -.
"We don't expect to find any1

PCB's in me fcacbate becaoseof how^
cmlanAfi\haifi1r*i£n*il»ntt*r*MfPCBs stick to the sednnenet.'* Lund-berg said. "Superior wffistffl have tocheck the leachate regubrfy just tomake sure, artfif PCBs were ever
fcxmdm the teachate» they would beremoved '*""•"•*« n' l-n* ' . • v."~'::- ',7

î -C-'- =̂r- T •=^-''-'*r».'.:3r-i '-r-r'ii-^f""- '"3*>" rT ••!*'?%• tA. •' •

~-*-'£g&iZ$'Z&-<&2%--Z&:

&s-^z-.Zje
'5$^*?&#?3sjj$.

.$8O per ton for disposal of mersedHn>cnts,m line with IMWestiinajesirInfact, me $62 per too bid received fiomBH came as a surprise. Tte companycited an- unctnaifl, changiug regnlat-ory atmosphere when itwittdrcw the- '

'SH-J-i-
14^^.
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H. Marc Larson / The News-Chronide
ALONG A BANK OF THE FOX RIVER, fishermen enjoy afternoon anglingThursday near downtown Green Bay.Activists say Thompson
accepted political payoff

The governor denies that his judgment on PCB cleanup in
the Fox River is clouded by more than $46,000 in

campaign donations from seven area papermakers.
PAGE 3
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to
Thompson

"Ulon't think thzt (seven Timotely
accurate," s?Jd Bruce. P-pker, deputy
administrator for the Division of Wa-
ter. "We've been pursuing this for a
number of years. Nothing has
changed in our effort for the cleanupof the Fox River."

"Clearly it's little more than a po-
l itical campaign suim," said Kevin
Keane, Thompson's press secretary.

F.eurcsenta'.ives of Gov. Tommy
Thompson, the state Department ^f
"iwrel Resources ?Jid the t».ir.n
•''csr companies involved in dcanuo
"f 'he For. River denied Th'irsday a'-
'-ittions of comintion OPT 9 ccali
•Vir? of si-. IT •ircnmeruzl from:?.

TV. l''?fji?l Resources Ac~.TTit2-
• . t M M . rir|~-l r;le?£ed ? T-CO"1 Th'irs-
•i?y cto-'nnentiig -vhat it r^id ?re
'inks between large campaign dciia-
'iT>s to ihe govemcr and lone drbvs
'ip >he "ver '.'exiLT.

PHj?cc3 [;>le""S, eT.ecvtiv, <i'fect<r
"' 'he Clepn '-Vater Action <>vrr >!.
•?id Thi. iTv.tav'! "WP. •' ,->".h"
• •r»i|H I—, i.hc f'r:lcf «. series of repair
•.»-ii...^niin|r Tlicmps™!'? roli'.ical
.....trol ^f the P>rR

"'e feel ilie report sho'>;? a c'ear
rn cf cbiue." said Katers, tl'e re-

i-jrt's
Cczlition representatives said

" î̂ mpson is defending the seven
companies because employees from
si* of Ihem contributed to h's cam-
paign from 1990- '997, including
J32.335 from Fort James Corp., for-
merly Fort Howard Corp. They also
accused him of using the DNR to de-
lay cleanup of FCBs in the Fox River
r^csuse cf ihe contributions.

Green PaperH tor the GUV
Contributions given to

Thompson/McCallum election
nampaigns since 1990 by theseven paper companies heldrfispjnsib'e for the Fox RiverFOB cleanup.

He said i t . . .
"Today the For R iv e r

'fc for both pcrr'~ 'n ' '
hstif r ics tor trophy • ; > l l r
And one of the ben fi^'n
spots \s just down t l i - j r i
frcm International P ^ p e r ^
'- : it')let facil ity."— (Jcv.
Tommy Thomp:on f icm l~!is
1996 hook, "Power to the
People ." quoted Thur-.;lay by
Ihe Natural Re s ou r c e
Accountab i l i ty Project

The governor is the one who is out
front to get the river cleaned up, he
said.

"The governor wants the Fox
River cleaned up and he knows the
paper mills have lo be a pan of it,"
Keane said.

Keane said the Sierra Club and
meny of its members have donated
money to Barbara Lawton's cam-
paign for lieutentni governor and fi-
nanced at least two Democratic Party
political action committees.

' "They have no regard for the facts
and the record," Keane said "It onlyhurts them."

David Les of P.H. Glatfelter,
spokesman for the seven mills, said
political donations are to support can-didates and are not presented as pay-
ments for anything. He added that he
wasn 't aware of the specific contribu-
tions cited by the coalition.

At a Thursday morning news con-
ference at the mouth of the Fox River,Katers said the DNR has tried to do
the right thing several times and has
been halted by Thompson.

Katers said Thompson's interfer-
ence has included cancelling a state
Natural Resource Damage Assess-
ment of the river, creating the Fox
Fiver Coalition -virh representationfrcm 14 paper companies and none
from environmental grows in 1992,
and -'••noving the authority cf the
Pub. '" ":ervenor OffKf "? ?ue the
s-aie ;:, 1995.

The coalition spjd F?rt: comt.'a-
ni'.s «n<! irxJcsTy executive? donated
$155.553 to Thompson'! campeign
fund from 1990-1997.

"The foxes are va'xhit>g the hen-
hci'se. 'i's your henhevse ".nd Gov.

H. Marc Lir»on / Th« Nvws-Oironid*
THE FORT JAMES CORP. PLAMT PROVIDES a backdrop for anglersThursday along the Fox River. Of area paper companies. Fort Jameshas donated the largest amount of money to Gov. Tommy Thompson'spolitical cause, $32,335 since 1990. Local environmentalists chargethe governor has slowed PCB cleanup in the river because ol paper-makers' contributions.
Thompson loves chicken,' ' said Curt
Anderjen, president of the Clean Wa-terActioi Council "We have an exinanely vindictive governor who pu-nishes *o»e against (ram) and re-
wards those for (him)."

Sieve Abitz aid Thompson standsfor three things: tyranny, taxes andtoxins,
"He's a crook. He's a liar. He's acorporate lackey," Abitz said.
The report rtcscribsl "he compp-nies' agreement to nay 110 million

for o>moratr?orm cleanuc project," asa "sweetheart deal" that allowed the
coTpsnifis to ch'-o?' 'be cm^ii1';"!-
fcr technical work c" a s'.s'c Anr-."

Keane replied that Thompson
wasn't involved with Ihe selection of
the consultants.

Baker said the consultants recom-
mended by the industry are contribut-
ing the technical portions of the as-sessment because the DNR doesn't
have the staff.

"If we saw a conflict of interest,
ive would raise the issne." Bakerc,aid. "I don't think anyone is shy ab-
out that"

^e CiSR most grant approval of
i!l ihe proposals from the consultants
rnd -vouldn't approve one it believed

By promoting the deal, Ib
created a faed gsine ̂ o ti-e i-^'- in-
ctujtry coaM treapf an^t ro' ni-.ei\'an honest appTJ ŝ.' cf r>t^.-ig- 'n •• • .-• .
rr.fj, TCfters ;p:d.

r T. v- 'r.i"ing \^ c'-i-J
y '!>e st?K '-'ft'jizl K-

aid. r.ci I]:*, governor, t
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Superfuad meetingset by EPA
A public infonnadon session ab-out the proposal to designate theFox River as a Superfund site willbe held at 5 p.m. Sept. 1, at the

Brown County Library, 515 PineSt.
The session is sponsored by theU.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency, which plans to designatethe river as a site for cleanup.
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Local COLUMNIST'S
'Toxic Tommy' should steer his ship elsewhere

Let's have a little look-see at the record
of our governor, Tommy Thompson.
He's gotten some nasty nicknames

over the years, and he's deserved them.
When he was in the Assembly, he was

called "Dr. No" because he always said
"No!" to any bill that would restrict busi-
___________ ness interests because
The governoris like thebrat whowants hisallowancewithout doinghis chores.

con-
He later became

"Toxic Tommy" and
"Tommy Toxin" for
the same reason. This
should be at the helm
of a state that depends
on its environment

and tourism for a huge portion of its income.
Toxic Tommy was born connected at the

wallet to the big polluters. The paper indus-
try, for example, has contributed more than
$150,000 to his campaigns recently, and
they know for sure things will go their way
now that they have greased his palm.

CurtAndersen
For The
News-Chronicle

After being absent for the last 12 years,
Tommy has come" back to show "leader-
ship" in the Fox River cleanup. From his
point of view, two things must happen. First,
he must be re-elected so that the paper
industry can drag out the phony negotiations
until the end of time. Second, the paper
industry must spend even more money to get
him re-elected.How nice that they can work together!
(Oddly enough. Toxic Tommy claimed in his
book that he had already cleaned up the
river, when he did nothing.)

Toxic Tommy recently said the federal

government should stay out of Wisconsin's
business. He's like the brat who wants his
allowance, without doing his chores. He did-
n't waste any time going for federal disaster
relief. He's all "take" and no "give."

Helping the paper industry are Wisconsin
Manufacturers & Commerce, the state's
largest business lobby group, and various
chambers of commerce. The paper mills are
big-time members. Recently, the Fox Cities
Chamber of Horrors had the gall to tell us
that PCBs weren't dangerous (yeah, right).
Yet, various Fox Valley county boards have
voted to not allow any PCBs in their land-
fills. If the PCBs aren't dangerous, why not?

At an Outagamie County Board meeting,
when Clean Water Action Council members
attempted to present information about dieproposed cleanup, we were told to "go back
to your own county." The Post-Crescent in
Appleton the next day published an article
calling us "outsiders."

This same group now wants to.send their
PCBs off to a landfill in Washbum County
in northwestern Wisconsin. Apparently, the

Outagamie County folks only like outsiders
when they can dump toxic waste in their
laps.

Is your well one of those that gets its
water from the aquifers that come from
northwestern Wisconsin? Could these yokels
in the Department of Natural Resources, the
governor's office, the paper industry and the
chambers of commerce get any dumber? We
are hoping to clean up the Fox River, not
just move the toxic crud into another fresh-
water source.

We need a governor who's higher up on
the food chain. I voted for Toxic Tommy
once. Like many others, I would do anything
to go back in time and take back that vote.
Garvey for governor!

Andersen, wtooe column appears here eachWednesday, is a Wetong resident of tha Green Bayarea and a smalHxwiness owner. He served In trieNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical Cottage and ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronicle@itol.com.



Paper mill 'volunteers' don't
seem too anxious to act

We have been following with interest local reac-
tions to the Environmental Protection Agency's pro-
posal to list the Fox River as a Superfund site. As
usual, the paper mills are crying "foul" and bustling
around having closed-door meetings with the governor
about how they can "voluntarily" clean up the mess
they' dumped in our river.

If they are so fired up about the voluntary approach,
why has it taken the threat of a federal cleanup to get
them to the bargaining table?

The EPA's process for choosing Superfund sites
involves, by law, citizen input When our governor
met recently with the seven "responsible parties"
(paper mills) behind closed doors, we thought it was
possible that his purpose didn't have as much to do
with concern for the river ecology as it did with pan-
dering to special interests that have contributed thou-
sands of dollars to his re-election campaign.

Call us cynical, but people like us don't have that
kind of access to the governor for obvious reasons.

Fox Valley residents do have access to the ERA.
Tell them that you want the federal government (our
government) to help us clean up die Fox River. Don't
wait for the paper mills and Tommy Thompson to
make deals for us. ' . ... ~

Send one original and three copies to Docket Coor-
dinator, Environmental Protection Agency. CERCLA
Docket Office (5201G), 401 M St SW. Washington,
D.C. 20560. You may also e-mail comments in ASCII
format to superfurKLdocket@epainail.epa.gov.

\



TUESCAY. AUGUST II . 1993Fox cleanup sentback to square one
A new company must be foundto dispose of PCB-iaden materialfrom the river's bottom

By Brian M. Xerhin
T-.a News-Chronics

Two pilot projects to clean parts of the rex River later
this year ars in jeopardy after the puliout of a company
slated to dispose cf the PC3-ccntaminated sediment
e:;:"ac:e<J from 'he ri-- :r'« bottom.

crowning-rams .r.uustries had wen the contract iC
dispose cf the material to be dredged from PCB beds in
Green Bay and Kimberly. BFI planned to haul the sedi-
ment to a landfill in Washburn County, about 100 miles
north of Eau Claire.

But the company withdrew its bid Friday, citing
uncertainties regarding environmental regulations, said

Lee Liebenstein, contaminated sediment team leader for
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

The schedule had called for sediment to be removed
from the river starting next month at a site in Kimberly
and in late fall near the Fen James Corp. Broadway mill
in Green Bay.

But since the DNR process for approving new pro-
jects takes at least 60 days, it appears less likely the Fox
River dredging can be done this year.

"We've lost seme time here," Liebenstein said, but
"we've really committee ourselves to showing some
progress in 1998. "

BrI's bid was 562 per ten to dispose of 1CO,COO tons
cf sediment from the Fox River and two other projects.
The next lowest bidder was Superior Special Services at
$80 per ton.

The higher figure is actually closer to what the DNR
Please see PCB, Page 4

Disposal company backs out
PASZ 1

expected. Still, with limited fundsavailable, the projects' budgets weredeveloped using the BFI disposal
costs.Other state funds should be avail-able to make up the $2 million differ-ence if the DNR now goes withSuperior's bid, Liebenstein said.Superior proposed holding the sed-iment at landfills in Horicon or Ban
Claire.

But if the DNR cannct complete
the public review process in time toget work done mis fall, the long-awaited demonstration projectsmight be delayed until next year.If that happens, the disposal con-tract could be rebid in its entirety,LiebensnBrown County bad previously dis-cussed bidding for the disposal con-tract but did not submit an offer. Itwould consider Hddmg if the oppor-tunity arises agsiB, said Charles Lars-

cbeid, So : :d Waste Director.The stau permits PCB-laden sedi-
ment io be placed in properties thatare designed Hie Brown County's

I landfill.
The current landfill is almost full,however, and the county is still nego-

tiating with the town of Holland tohost a new facility near Slate 57 and
Mill Road.I Holland residents have raisedI some objections to accepting FCBs.
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EPA: Waiting on Fox is risky
Representatives of the
Environmental Protection
Agency were at the Brown
County Central Library this week
to answer resident's questions
about it's proposal to list the Fox
River as a Superfund site. Avoluntary cleanup is still
possible, but the EPA and Fox
River Group - The coalition
formed by the seven papercompanies involved - are a longway from agreeing on
fundamental issues. JimHahnenberg, EPA Superfund
project manager said that in hisestimation, waiting to clean up
the site could be risky.

Government aids Fox River
TrailThe Brown County ParksDepartment has received a
$395,600 grant from the federal
government to build a proposed
trail along teh Fox River from
Green Bay to Greenleaf. Thegrant would cover about 80% ofthe estimated $495,500 cost,which would follow anabandoned Wisconsin Central
Railroad right of way.
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H. Marc '-arson/ The News-Chronicle
GA3RETT HANSON FULLS !M A WHITE BASS while catch-and-release
fishirg along the Fcx River at Voyageur Park in De Pere on Monday.Releasing fish caught from the river is recommended during fish advisoriesbut those warnings often go unheeded by Southeast Asians.

Fish advisories fall on
deaf ears of Asians

Consuming what is caught out of the Fox River can be dan-
gerous during times when the DNR has posted fish advi-

sories. Those warnings, however, arc often ignored, not heard
or not believed by Southeast Asians.
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Culture, diet
cause Asians
to often ignore
fish advisories
Environmentalistsreach out to warnSoutheast Asiansabout contaminatedfish

By Patti Zartlng
The Naws-Chronfde

Many Southeast Asian people con-
tinue to fish in contaminated waters
because they don't understand or trust
warnings not to eat their catch.

"People, they come to me, they
say, 'Americans lie because they
don't want us to eat fish,' " saidVaughn Vang, a guidance counselor
for the Green Bay School District
who also has formed a local advisory
br-H for Southeast Asian immi-
; "But I told them (about fish
au-,-oOries). Most of them listen to mewhen I tell them about chemicals in
ihe river."

TMplidwy CUM time,they say.'AmifcansllBmeant thei ri«rt mmus ta oat fish.'"
Vaughn Vangguidance counselor. Green

Bay School District

Those chemicals are poJychlori-
nated brphenyls (PCBs), which havebeen found in high levels in certain
fish in (he Fox River and Great Lakes.Research has shown that elevated
levels of PCBs hinder the develop-ment of fetuses in the womb and can
lead to lower IQs and hampered cog-
nilive development in young
children.Because fish arc a mainstay of their
diet, many Asians are reluctant togive up fishing, Vang said.The DNR has issued warnings urg-
ing pregnant or nursing mothers, es-
pecially, to avoid eating fish fromPCB-contamtnaled waters. Adviso-ries list five types of fish found to berisky and how often each type may be

consumed safely.
Local environmentalists are tryingto reach members of the SoutheastAsian population, many who fish ev-

ery day.
"We had a gentleman who won-

dered if we were trying to take away
his right to fish," said Dan Holcomb,public health coordinator for the state
Department of Health and Family
Services, who spoke at a forum aboutthe DNR advisory in Appteton thisspring before 200 Hmong.

"I understand how they feel. I'd
probably feel the same way if I'd just
come to a new country and was lold I
couldn't eat something I depend on,"
he said.

To win them over, specialists must
gain the trust of elders within theSoutheast Asian community, Hol-comb said.

"If they don't think it's good, noone will show up (at information
meetings)," he said.Research snows 80 percent of
Southeast Asians in the Great Lakes
area are unaware of PCBs, he said.
The Wisconsin Asian population
seems to be better educated, he said,although no studies have been
conducted.

Southeast Asians eat fish from the
Fox River and other waterways athigher rates than average BrownCounty residents, noted Kathy Hun-
lowski. a nutritionist for the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Extension. Her of-
fice is seeking a grant 10 hire a part-
time bilingual educator to work with
the Asian community.

"For (Asians, fish possibly bced
with PCBs) are a very normal meal,"
Huntowski said.John Hermanson, a local environ-mentalist whose wife works with theAsian population as a teacher for the
Green Bay School District, calls the
news that Asians mistrust advisories
"scary.""I hate to see people even moredisadvantaged because of that It's
hard enough to break the languageand cultural differences, let alone eatthese fish that have real potential tohurt people," he said. He approachedSierra Club executive director Eric

H. M«rc Lnon / Tht NtM-ChronkMA WHITE BAM TAKEN from the Fox River Is dsplayed at VoyageurPark on Monday. PrAiOonlnthe Fox has raised levels of PCBs in someush to an unaafa lavaL Transmitting this message to the local Asiancxxr»runtcyN>lprDvonadHHculllask. "We had a gentleman who won-dered H. wawaratrylngtotake away his right to fish.'sakj Dan Holcomb,who apod* M a DNR advisory forum:
Uram about (ending his group's help.' Uram said be is designing a pam-phlet 10 be snared with SoutheastAsian] and plan to work with a local
Asian-language radio program. TheDNR ikw ku developed a coloredmap to help Asians tmderstand whatfishing spots to avoid.Jim Aanheta, DNR fish contamin-ant specialist, arid be steers Asianstoward flab tat caa be eaten safely atleast onceawwk. He lells them to re-ject Bsh to DNR says shouldn't beconsumed BKVB than once a month.The nan ate has bdd seminarsshowing Adam nfer ways u> fillet

and prepare fish. Holcomb said.
The DNR doesn't produce written

advisories for Asians, Amrhein said,
because many older Asians don't read
and there are many variations in the
written language.
Instead, he verbally explains the

advisory and often encourages localSoutheast Asians to travel to LakeWinnebago lo fish in cleaner waters."You can't just say, 'Do you eat alot of fish?' Or 'Don't eat a tot of
fish,' because often they don't under-
stand," he said. "But if you lake the
lime to explain, they're usually will-
ing lo make changes."

Steel- w w,vy ,-g t e en b a



The Leading Voice of Green Bay and Brown County

THE
GREEN BAY -Chronicle

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1 , 1998

oo

njT3t/><U
-a

Proceed quickly with Superfund for Fox River
Repeatedly I have read comments that the

Fox River is a local issue and we should
leave its cleanup in the hands of state and
local government officials. I am wondering if
people who feel this way know where the
water from the Fox flows to. .What we dump into our river affects Lake
Michigan and, by extension, the entire Great
Lakes ecosystem. Other communities around
the lakes must also be concerned about their
uses of their rivers. This is especially an issue
for us, however, since the Fox River is
responsible for 70 percent of the PCBs that
end up in Lake Michigan.

Superfund designation was proposed by
'the federal government in 1992, but the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency agreed to let
the state of Wisconsin handle it. That was
seven years ago and nothing has been done.

More than 10 years ago a Remedial Action
Plan was instituted, and still the river is being
"studied."

It would not be a stretch to stay the Fox is
one of the most studied rivers in the United
States. And yet, no cleanup has been com-pleted.

What are we waiting for? Superfund pro-
vides an opportunity for us to improve our
area and to eliminate many of the health risks
posed by a contaminated river. The state has
shown that it is, at best, reluctant to make a
decision.

Even if a Superfund cleanup took 10 years
to Complete, that would be better than anoth-
er 10 years of hand-wringing or another 10
years of denying that we have a problem.

Green Bay
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COLUMNIST'S PERSPECTIVE
Get off your duff— our future depends on it

Ii) my June 18 megaletter (Page 1 1 ) , I
wrote, mocking Warren Bluhm's quote,

that "No compelling argument seems to
exist why I should continue to support a
paper that prints (Bluhm's) horse dookey." I
claimed that I would end my subscription.

Now a compelling argument does exist. I
have been offered the opportunity to do this
weekly column for The News-Chronicle. 1
have accepted because it will give readers achance to hear the side of the story that has
been missing from both Green Bay newspa-pers.

Because I was a News-Chronicle sub-
scriber since its inception, I tended to push
hardest on this newspaper to get it to do real,
hard-hitting, balanced reporting about issues
that affect our community at large.

I will continue to focus on the environ-
ment and campaign finance reform. What's
sad is that many of these issues shouldn't be
partisan at all. They should be matters of

CurtAndersen
For The
News-Chronicle

common sense. Alas, they remain partisan.
As a former Republican, I had always

believed that "fiscal responsibility" was our
motto. Since President Reagan's election,
however, there has been a not-so-subtle shift
to the right-wing fragment of the party. The
fragment that believes [hat any resources out
there are to be used up, no matter the cost to
society.

The fragment that holds that its beliefs
are the only ones to be taken seriously. The

' fragment that has recently convinced us, (me
too, for a little while) that welfare queens
living high on the hog were ihe cause of all
of our financial woes, when really, it was
Ronald Reagan's massive and inane military
spending that put us an extra $3 trillion in
debt. Fiscal responsibility, indeed!

In the early 1900s, it took Republicans
such as Wisconsin's Bob LaFollette and
Theodore Roosevelt to turn the old Republi-
can Party from its payola-steeped past into a
fiscally responsible party by the 1950s.

If the Republicans are not now going to
step up to correct their current failings, then
it falls to the Democrats and the indepen-
dents to correct the mess in Washington and
Madison.

People have been saying for almost 20
years that they don't like the direction the
county is going in. So what do they do?
They don't vote at all because of contempt

' for the system or they vote for the right

If the Republicans are not nowgoing to step up to correct
their current failings, then itfalls to the Democrats andthe independents.

wing, which guarantees that it will continue
to go in that same direction.

Those who don't vote had better get up
off of their keisters this time, 01 it will take
us decades to fix what this current group of
legislators is royally messing up.

Andersen, whose column appears here each
Wednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bay
area and a small-business owner. He served in the
Navy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part time
at Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and is
president of the Clean Water Action Council Write
to him via e-mail at chronicle@itol.com
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I READER'S COMMENT I
Don't let politics get in way
of cleaning the Fox River
After reading the report in the June 25 issue of The

News-Chronicle (Page 5) about possible Superfund
designation for the Fox River, 1 am troubled by the
sland taken by our county executive. Nancy Nusbaum.
She obviously opposes Superfund designation for the
river, which would finally begin the removal of PCBs.

The Superfund law was created by Congress in 1980
lo speed the cleanup of the nation's worst hazardous
waste sites. The law allowed Ihe Environmental
Protection Agency to clean the sites first and assess
blame and damages later. The law later evolved to
encourage the EPA lo reach settlements with compa-
nies responsible for the contamination.

Finding the responsible panics doesn't seem to be
the issue here. The issue is how and when the Fox will
be cleaned up.

The paper companies are doing a media blitz to per-
suade the public that Superfund status for the Fox will
create a cleanup plan that may cause further water con-
tamination'and health hazards.

When did these companies get so environmentally
and socially responsible? How did these same compa-
nies that didn't know or pleaded stupidity to the fact
thai PCBs were toxic contaminants suddenly gain such
knowledge and expertise as to the best means of clean-

i ing up the Fox?
It is a known fact that PCBs are carcinogens. The

human body can absorb PCBs in its fat cells ingested
from contaminated water or fish. Nursing mothers can
pass a high concentration of PCBs to their children.
Studies have also indicated lower IQs in children who
ate a steady diet of PCB contaminated fish.

It was suggested that giving Superfund status to the
Fox would create a stigma. Apparently caramel-col-
ored water, the swishing tails of thousands of red horse
and carp, as well as bad smell aren't stigma enough.

Wouldn't visitors to this area leave with a more pos-
itive view of the community knowing the local public
takes an affirmative stand on its environment?

It was suggested almost 25 years ago that a penny or
two be added to the cost of a roll of tissue to offset any
future cleanup costs caused by the dumping of contam-
inants into our rivers. The idea had its usual opponents.

It was suggested that we allow the Department of
Natural Resources, the federal government and the
paper companies to set a timetable for the cleanup. This
has been discussed for a dozen years already.

Are the paper companies waiting in hope of anti-
environmental candidates, such as U.S. Rep. Mark
Neumann, R-Janesville, to get elected to the U.S.
Senate and weaken Ihe EPA?

It happened with our own DNR, which now does lit-
tle more than issue hunting and fishing licenses.

The EPA is well aware of cleanup methods, and in
due time will make its recommendation. I urge the
Brown County Board not to put the cart before the
horse and make any resolution that will prolong the
start of cleaning up the Fox.

It is time to set our sick river on the road to recov-
ery.

Ashwaubenon

T>
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County Board pushes
federal̂ cleanup of Fox
The EPA could 'announce this week itwill seek a Superfunddesignation for theFox River, the projectmanager says

By Brian M. Kerhin
The News-Chronicle

Taking the opposite stance of a sis-
ter panel, the Brown County Board's
Executive Committee voted Monday
to encourage a federal Superfund
cleanup for die Fox River.

The 5-2 vote gives the full board
two different committee recommen-
dations on a resolution that supports a
negotiated settlement between gov-
ernment agencies and seven paper
companies.

The Planning, Development andTransportation Committee voted 3-1
June 24 to endorse the resolution. The
County Board votes July IS.

The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency is considering adding the
Fox River to die National Priorities
List — better known as Superfund.
That would make die river eligible forcleanup by die federal government,
which could bill the seven paper com-panies now identified as potentially
responsible for PCB contamination in
the river sediment.

Project manager Jim Hahnenberg
said an announcement on the EPA's

"We can stick ourhead to the sedimentand keep It there, orwe can follow alogical course (toSuperfund].''
.Sup. Pat Collinsmember, Brown County Executive Committee,

on his belief that the cleanup of PCBs in thesediment of the Fox River is inevitably heading
to designation by the U.S. Environmental

PrettcMon Agency on the NationalPriorities List — known commonly as Supertund

intentions could be made this week,but he does not know what the recom-mendation will be.If the agency does go the Super-
fund route, an extensive evaluationprocess, including a public commentperiod, would begin. But a proposed
listing would not necessarily mean acleanup would be imposed."A settlement really is the pre-ferred route." Hahnenberg said."(Superfund) listing is a measure of
last resort"But frustration widi years of delaycaused several supervisors to encour-
age the EPA to go ahead and clean the
'river."That's our gold," said Sup. Tim
Hinkfuss, rererring'to the financialimportance of die paper industry inthe area. "We need to do as much aspossible to protect it"

Sup. Pat Collins questioned the
credibility of die paper comapanies."We can stick our head in the sedi-
ment and keep it there, or we can fol-
low a logical coarse (to Superfund),"
Collins said.

David Lee, mill manager for PJL
Glatfelter in Neenah — one of the se-
ven potentially responsible paper
companies — urged the committee toendorse the resolution calling for a
negotiated settlement. The EPA is too
committed to dredging and everyone
should wait for results of two demon-
stration projects planned for later this
summer, he said. :

' 'It is still a significant question if
dredging does more harm than good
to a river," Lee said. "What's the
rush?"

But Sup. Dean Reich said the com-
panies are trying to delay progress on
the river, and he urged the EPA to
proceed. ..Sup. Robert Wilmet voted against
the motion because he said the EPA
would do what it wanted anyway.
Wilmet and Sup. Pat Schillingervoted for the resolution, while Hink-

fuss and Reich were joined by super-visors Keith Watermelon, Dave
Hansen and Lucy Bunker in opposi-tion to the resolution.
The other six paper companies in-

volved are Fort James, U.S. Paper
Mills, Riverside Paper, Wisconsin
Tissue Mills, NCR and AppletonPapers.

Crein I www.g r e e n b ay j i ew s c h r p n . c pm



1 HL liA*

'-.—^-: ?-• ';••' '..-*.

LOCAL
Superfund for Fox
still up in the air

A public update on amajor study of theFox River will be heldJuly 21 in Appleton
By Brian M. Kertiin
Th» Nww-Chronicte_____

If the Fox River is going to be de-signated a Superfund site this week,
local officials are unaware of it yetLast week, David UUrich, actingor of the U.S. Environ-mental Protection Agency regionaloffice in Chicago, said an announce-
ment should come by today.But several local and state officials
— even two from the EPA — saidthey do not know when it mighthappen.Meanwhile, a public informationalmeeting has been scheduled for July21 in Appleton to outline a key studythat wiD set the stage for the river; cleanup."\ The EPA is considering adding die
Fox River to die National PrioritiesList — better known as Superfund.That would make the river eligible forcleanup by the federal government,which could then bill the seven paper
companies deemed potentially liablefor die PCS contamination in the
river sedimentWhile EPA normally notifiesmembers of Congress about proposed
listings before it tells the generalpublic, U.S. Rep. Jay Johnson, D-

r Green Bay, said Tuesday he has notbeen notified.Pad Vomholt, assistant to BrownCounty Executive Nancy Nusbaum,said he expects the river will be prop-osed for listing, but he does not know
when."I was expecting (die announce-
ment) yesterday or today," he saidTuesday afternoon.The only reason the river might notbe listed is the precedent it could set:no site has ever been added to Super-fund over the objections of a gover-nor. Gov. Tommy Thompson has op-
posed the listing, Vomholt noted.The state Department of NaturalResources, which is conducting theSuperfund background study for the
EPA, also has not been notified, said

Erika Kluetmeier, public affairs
manager.

Phil Hoffmann, the federal
agency's congressional liaison, said
EPA headquarters in Washington,
D.C., will make the announcement—
but the regional office has not been
told when or how an announcement
would be made.

EPA project manager Jim Hahnen-
berg told a Brown County Board
committee Monday he did not knowwhen die announcement would come.

As the speculation about the river's
official status continues, me DNR
continues work on the Remedial
Investigation-Feasibility Study. The
July 21 public hearing will give citi-
zens a chance to get an update about
the study.

FYI
A STUDY WITH IMPACT
A public hearing on the DNR's

Remedial Investigation-Feasibility
Study lor the Fox River will be held at

6:30 p.m. July 21 in Harper Hall at
Lawrence University's Music and

Drama Center, 420 E. College Ave.

When completed early next year,
the study will outline problems and
include recommendations about how
to clean the Fox River.

EPA and DNR staff will present
the study timeline and respond toquestions. Draft reports are expectedto be finished this fall At that time,
public comments will be solicited and
incorporated, Kluetmeier said.

While not the main subject of diemeeting, the demonstration cleanupprojects scheduled for mis summer in
Kimberly and Green Bay may also bediscussed, she said.

The seven paper companiesdeemed potentially liable for placingPCBs in the river arc Fat James, U.S.Paper Mills, NCR, Appleton Papers,Riverside Paper, PH. Glatfelter and
Wisconsin Tissue Mills.
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COLUMNIST'S PERSPECTIVE
Officials strangely silent in Superfund process

It's amazing what you learn when you
attend meetings of area city councils,

county boards and their assorted committees.
At a June 25 meeting of the Brown Coun-

ty Planning, Development and Transporta-
tion Committee, Clean Water Action Council
_______ members testified in favor

of a Superfund designa-
tion for the Fox River.
Sup. Eugene Schmitz stat-
ed he had never seen the
federal government do
anything right.

We've heard this sort
of grousing before.

People have always
liked to point fingers at "those other guys"
who can't do anything right. But how about
World War II? How about the moon land-
ing? How about the Clean Water Act?

Sup. Schmitz forgets that he is a member
of the Brown County Board, which, along
with the Green Bay City Council, is partially

Somethingsmells ...but foronce it'snot theFox River.

CurtAndersen
For The
News-Chronicle

responsible for the toxics in the river
because it has never told the mills to stop
the polluting, which continues unabated.

County Executive Nancy Nusbaum, one
of the officials who has allowed this to hap-
pen, testified at this meeting and managed to
"misstate" 15 different points. Since she's
never called us for information or clarifica-
tion, I have to wonder where she's getting
all her misinformation.

What is really disappointing is that in
spite of months of uproar about Superfund,

none of the committee members knew how
the Superfund program works, and yet each
was willing to vote against it, except for
Sup. Dean Reich.

In De Pere, the City Council voted unani-
mously anp" without discussion for the reso-
lution against Superfund. Normally, any
issue would take at least some discussion,
but on this issue it voted "unanimously and
without discussion." Why?

Something smells ... but for once it's not
the river.

Sup. Pat Moynihan had the scruples to
abstain from voting because he works for
the paper industry. Sup. Pat Schillinger
voted in favor of the resolution, even though
he gets his check indirectly from the paper
mills through the Green Bay Area Chamber
of Commerce.

Ken Bukowski, the Brown County corpo-
ration counsel, told me it was OK. I say it
smells like conflict of interest.

Sup. Schillinger anointed us with his

opinion that a local agreement would work
better for all parties, because the feels won't
be messing things up. Then he admitted that
the public won't be a party to the details of
the paper industry agreement. It will be a
paper industry decision, and citizens will
have no say in what gets done when.

And all this time these same guys were
telling us that the Environmental Protection
Age'ncy would stifle local input.

Sup. Schillinger also admitted that the
Chamber of Commerce did not poll its
members regarding the resolution. Is that
some more of the "local input" those guys
talk about?

Sniff, sniff. . . what's that smell?
Andersen, whose column appears here each

Wednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part time
at Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and is
president of the Clean Water Action Council. Write
to him via e-mail at chronicle@itol.com.



READERS' COMMENT
Local initiative not best solution for cleaning up Fox
Brown County Sups. Tim

Hinkfuss and Dean Reich have
shown courage and wisdom in
refusing to be stampeded into
opposing Superfund designation
for the Fox River.

Some elected officials oppose
federal action because of a bias
they have and probably because of
scare tactics being used by the
industries responsible for the PCB
problem in the river.

While local initiative is desir-
able when effective in achieving
the objective, it is not always the
more reliable solution. Civil rights
and environmental protection have
been expedited by some prodding

and assistance form the federal
government

Little progress was made to
control pollution of our surface
waters by the paper and pulp
industry until the federal govern-
ment became involved about 30
years ago. Before then, state agen-
cies were powerless to deal ade-
quately with the problem due to
the political clout of the industries
and the threat of losing manufac-
turing jobs in Wisconsin.

When federal water quality
standards were adopted, we began
to see progress, and now the Fox
and East rivers have a more pleas-
ant aroma, and walleyes are in the

Fox. But we can't eat the fish due
to a persistent PCB problem.

History ought to give us some
help in deciding whether federal
involvement and Superfund desig-
nation can be helpful. The water
quality of the Fox River and the
Green Bay is too important to this
area to permit subjective, biased
attitudes to determine how we pro-
ceed to deal with the problem.

The people are entitled to hear
all of the arguments and know how
the decision is made. Cliches about
the federal bureaucracy are not
helpful in such deliberations.

Lao Mule
Suamico

Last resort action — Superfund designation — is needed
The problem with a volun-

tary approach to cleaning up the
Fox River is that this has been
the idea since at least 1986, and
nothing has been cleaned up.
Plans for river cleanup by the
Wisconsin Department of Nat-
ural Resources have been dis-
cussed since the mid-'80s.

This effort, known as the
Remedial Action Plan, was
undertaken by the DNR, local
chambers of commerce, indus-
try leaders and local govern-
ments. This approach has obvi-
ously gotten us nowhere since
the hows and whys of cleaning
up the river are still being debated.

In 1992, the DNR established
the Fox River Coalition to institute
a "cooperative, voluntary
cleanup." Made up of similar

Letters to The News-Chronicte mustinclude the author's name, addressand telephone number. Please limitthem to 300 words; all are subject toediting. Longer, well-written letters willbe considered for publication. Submitletters to the postal address, e-mailaddress or fax number listed at thebottom of this page.
groups as those 'involved in the
Remedial Action Plan, this coali-
tion also has yet to produce any
results.

Anyone who has studied a little

bit of economics understands
that there is a time and a place
for such "command and con-
trol" strategies — generally, as
a last resort. This is what we
have come to. It is obvious that
the cooperative approach to
finding a solution to clean up
the Fox River has led nowhere
and was rife with conflicts of
interests.

The Fox River was also the
subject of one of the earliest
pollution permit trading pro-
grams, which also failed miser-
ably.

We have reached the point
where last resort action, such as
Superfund designation, must be
taken.

Ashwaubenon
167, E-mail: chronicle@itol.com Phone:!

Fax: 920-432-8581 I Web: www.greenbayn



FR,DAY, JULY 10, 1998EPA: ListFox forSupertund
The threat of a federalcleanup of the rivercould spur negotiations,officials hope

By Brian M. Kertiln
The News-Chronide-

the National Priorities List and
then an EPA-directed cleanup of
the river, with the tab sent to the——————— seven paper

Complete c om p a n i e s
Coverage: d e e m e dr e s p o n s i b l e

for putting

The Fox River should be'
added to the Superfund list, the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency said Thursday.The announcement triggers a
comment period that could lead
to the Fox Rive; being placed on

,PCBs in the waterway.
More importantly, however.

the decision by the EPA's Tim
Fields should restart negotiations
toward a voluntary settlement to
clean the river, many officials

Please see FOX, Page 4



FOX: Potential listing
may turn out to be a plus
FROM PAGE 1 '''
said Thursday.

The optimism stems from the
EPA's wil l ingness to include in its
plans results from the two demon-
stration cleanup projects planned for
this summer. With the EPA prepared
to keep the river off the Superfund
l ist if 11 appears a negotiated settle-
ment is poss ib le , the s i tuat ion
appears st i l l brighter.

"It looks as though there really
might be room lor a wonderful com-
promise here." said Brown County
Execut ive Nancy Nusbaum.

The threat of Ihe federal govern-
ment s tepp ing in and forcing
cleanup may be jusi Ihe hammer
needed to encourage negot iat ions ,
wh ich haven ' t been held s ince
November, she said.

"I think there's no harm at all in
having the threat of listing," she
said. "We know ultimately it-could
be listed."

U.S. Rep. Jay Johnson. D-Green
Bay. said the announcement was
expected.

"It gives a clear and unmistak-
able message 10 the panics involved
to get back to the bargaining (able
and voluntarily decide how best to
clean Ihe Fox," he said.

Brad Fitch, spokesman for U.S.
Sen . Herb Kohl, D-Wisconsm,
praised the EPA for showing some
f lex ib i l i ty .

A negotiated settlement would
decrease (he chance the issue will
end up in court, where resources
would get spent on lawyers, noi the
river. Fitch said.

"I st i l l believe that designating
the Fox River a Superfund site
should only be a last resort." Kohl
said.

Not everyone was happy u i th
Thursday's announcement, hovu'v-

FYI
RIVER INFO Ofe-UNE

Two Web sites with background
information on the Fox River

cleanup are available. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
has a site at www.epa.gov/region5/foxriver. The group of seven paper
companies deemed potentially liablehave a site at www.foxriver.org.

Gov. Tommy Thompson blasted
the EPA for proposing the listing.
The announcement marks what is
believed to be the first time the EPA
has proposed a s i te over the objec-
t ions of a governor.

"Superfund is a widely docu-
mented failure that causes more
problems than it solves,"
Thompson said. "The slate can do a
better and quicker job of cleaning
the river without a Superfund desig-
nation.

"This is just another example of
the EPA and federal government
stepping in and micromanaging
state matters — and ultimately
making matters worse." he said.
"This is Ihe height of Washington
arrogance."

Susan Sylvester, administrator of
the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources' water division,
does not necessarily believe the
EPA's statement that it will incorpo-
rate results from demonstration pro-
jects. She also does not believe the
EPA may not formally l ist the river.

She said the best answer is a
state-led cooperative cleanup that
could have resulted in a deal by
year's end.

"Working cooperatively has
been working." she said.

Bin with Ihe EPA's announce-
ment . Sylves i er is not sure an

acceptable deal can be reached.
The Fox River Group — the

seven companies deemed potential-
ly liable — comprises Fort James
Corp.. U.S. Paper Mills Corp.,
NCR, Appleton Papers Inc., P.M.
Glatfelter Co.. Riverside Paper
Corp. and Wisconsin Tissue Mills.

The group's response statemenl
also expresses skepticism tiiat the
EPA might wait with the formal
designation. The companies also
call on the EPA to consider all tech-
nical data before making any deci-
sions on the river's fate.

Although the Fox River Group
statement advocates a negotiated
settlement, it does not make a spe-
cific commitment to return to the
negotiating table.

Efforts to reach a spokesman for
the group were unsuccessful.

Dan Theno, of Fort James, called
the EPA's announcement "disap-
pointing but not unexpected." He
declined to comment further.

Tom Olson, president of U.S
Paper Mills — the other Brown
County mill among the seven —could not be reached for comment

The governments and companies
should not be in a hurry to reach a
settlement, however, said Rebecca
Leighton-Katers, executive director
of the Clean Water Action Council.

A settlement that does not ade-
quately cover the costs or provide
for a sufficient cleanup would not
be acceptable, she said. Therefore,
the results of the EPA's feasibility
study should be the basis for talks,
she said.

Thursday's announcement does
open a public comment period —
which she says should be used
extensively.

"People need to express their
opinion. If this is what people want,
they need to show it." Leighton-
Katers said.

H. Mve uraen/Th* Nm-Chra**
FORT JAMES CORP. SETS THE BACKDROP for boaters cruislncThursday on ttw Fox Rrver.
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An EPA official speaks about the Fox
The N«w«-Chronlcle

Excerpts from letters sent by TimFields, acting assistant administrator
of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency's Office of Solid Waste and
Emergency Response, to various
stale and federal officials Thursday:"I... want to communicate my de-
cision to propose the Fox River site to
the National Priorities List and my ra-tionale for that decision ...

"The draft Hazard Ranking Sys-
tem score for the Fox River contami-nation site is SO, based on surface wa-
ter, sediment and fish tissue contami-
nation with PCBs. The HRS is an
objective, mathematical model EPA

uses to compare sites ..."Any site scoring above 28.5 on a
100-point scale is eligible to be prop-osed to the NPL ... The score of SO
puts the site in the top 25 percent of
NPL sites by score ...

"After considering issues raised
by the Wisconsin Congressional del-egation and other concerned parties, I
have approved inclusion of the Fox
River in the next NPL propo-
sal ... This was a difficult decision,given the state of Wisconsin's
views ... but it is my belief that the
best and most efficient way to ensurecleanup of the Fox River is through
proposal to the NPL."My major reason for this decision

is that the site poses very serious hu-
man health and ecological risks
which are not being adequatelyaddressed ...

"My second concern is that prop-
osal is needed to ensure the PRPs (po-tentially responsible parties) fully
meet their cleanup responsibilities.
Although it is true that some studieshave been undertaken and a demon-stration pilot is ongoing, I do not be-
lieve this is sufficient progress to
forestall NPL proposal, given thatthis contamination has been knownfor many years and the PRPs havebeen negotiating with the state formore dm five yen. There is still nocommitment for a comprehensive ap-

proach to a whole river cleanup.
"I believe NPL proposal wiH pro-vide the needed incentive for thePRPs to negotiate more seriously

with the state and EPA ...
"My third reason for proceeding

with proposal is ... both the federalgovernment's trustee and the Oneida
and Menominee Tribes believe theirconcerns are not being adequately
addressed. Cultural damages relatedto the tribe's uses of the tributaries to
the Fox River and the Green Bay arenot considered in the plans of the Fox
River Coalition or the state ...

"I want to assure both you and thestate of several points.

"First, EPA intends to integrate
data available from the demonstra-tion pilot (scheduled for late this sum-
mer) into the Remedial Investigation-Feasibility Study ...

"Second, EPA will not proceed
immediately to make a final listing
decision ... EPA will allow ample
opportunity for Wisconsin Depart-ment of Natural Resources and die
paper companies to develop a finalcleanup plan before considering
whether to finalize the site on theNPL.

"The primary goal of the EPA is to
achieve a successful cleanup of theFox River."

FOX: Potential listing

V
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Superfund proposal begins long process
The public will gettwo chances tocomment as theSuperfund processmoves along

By Brian M. Karhin
The News-Chronide

The bureaucratic process in the
wake of the proposal to add the FoxRiver to the Superfund list has two se-
parate but related tracks, according to
U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency project manager Jim
Hahnenberg.

The immediate process is the prop-
osal to add the river to the National
^Priorities List The other — the Re-
medial Investigation FeasibilityStudy — is already underway and isarguably more important, he said.Because the entire process mustwait for the study—and because theEPA really would prefer not to addsites 10 the Superfond list—the prop-osal process that began Thursday is a
'bureaucratic step, he said."It is really the RIFS that's theheart of the matter," Hahnenberg
said.
, The EPA would prefer a negotiated
settlement, he said. The study will
provide a solid base for negotiations,
which have not been held since
November.

Unless the companies are willingto write a blank check, a deal now ap-
pears unlikely, Hahnenberg said. Butthe completed study will providesomething to negotiate and could spur

a settlement.
Thursday's announcement by theEPA does not automatically add the

river to the list Rather, as soon as a
formal notice is published in the Fed-eral Register, any concerned party —
governments, the paper companies
and the general public — will have 60days to comment.

Remarks should not focus on how
the river should be cleaned, but ratherthe need for cleanup, severity of con-tamination and if EPA involvement is

FYI
YOUR CHANCE TO COMMENT

Public comments on the EPA's
proposal to add the Fox River to theSupertund list will begin as soon as the
official notice is published in theFederal Register.The address to which comments canbe sent will be part of the publication,expected in the next week.

warranted, Hahnenberg said.Documents supporting the EPA's
preliminary decision will be madeavailable for review.

After the comment period closes,
the EPA will review the public's re-
marks, provide written answers to
substantive questions and make a de-
cision whether the river should be for-
mally added to the list.

An immediate decision, however,
is not expected. The Fox River could
meet the criteria, but if the seven po-tentially responsible paper compa-
nies continue to negotiate in goodfaith, the actual listing could be dc-

H. Mtrc Lareon / Th« Newt-Chronicl*
DREDGING ON THE FOX RIVER is shown in this 1988 Hie photo. U.S. Environmental Protection Agencyproject manager Jim Hahnenberg says cleanup on the river must wait for the completion of a preliminarystudy, which also allows time for local parties to reach a settlement.
layed, Hahnenberg said.Because no actual cleanup work
could begin until the Remedial Inves-
tigation Feasibility Study is com-
pleted, waiting for actual listing is notproblematic, he said.Under the direction of the state De-
partment of Natural Resources, the

scientific study examines the scope ofthe problem along the 39 miles of
river from Lake Winncbago to theGreen Bay and will suggest cleanup
alternatives and their costs.

A tentative plan should be com-
pleted by January. The public will

then have at least 30 days to comment
on the specific plan.

Sometime next summer, the EPA
could create a "record of decision"
with its final recommendations. Onlyat that point could work designating
cleanup begin, Hahnenberg said.

O



EPA move pleases river users
"It's a shame to seethe river like this,"says one recreationaluser

By M«Unda Naparall*
_____ The Nao^Chronicte _____

The announcement that the FoxRiver may be added to the Superfund
list had boaters and anglers who usethe river saying it can't happen soon
enough.Green Bay resident Steve Ryan has
been keeping his boat docked at the
Holiday Inn City Centre, 200 Main
St., for six years. He said Thursday hehas never seen the river as bad as it is
right now.

Within a matter of four days, he
saw algae bloom dominate the
shoreline.
"I feel very strongly about it,"

Ryan said. ' 'I want it cleaned up and Iwant it cleaned up immediately. I
don't want it dragged out any longer.
The paper mills' intent is to draw outthe cleanup process as long as possi-ble for their Bnancial benefit"The U.S. Environmental Protec-tion Agency is considering adding the
Fox River 10 the National Priorities

List — better known as the Super-fund. That would make the river eligi-ble for cleanup by the federal govern-ment, which could then bill the seven
paper companies deemed potentiallyliable for the PCB contamination inthe river sediment. ____
"I think Its gettingworse. It wouldbe great If the
out."

George Bethke
on lha EPAs proposal that the fan River be

added to the National Priorities List
People interviewed as they used

the river for recreational purposes
reacted positively to the news
Thursday."It's always been a problem,"Green Bay resident George Bethke
said. "I think it's getting worse. Itwould be great if the governmenthelped out"Most people think twice aboutjumping into the Fox River becauseof what they would be jumping intoand bow poOmed it is, Ryan said.Steps need to be taken 10 clean up

the river, said Mike Roznowski, Holi-
day Inn City Centre marina
dockmaslcr.

"I don't think anyone in their right
mind would cat a fish out of here,"
Roznowski said.

People are more worried about the
chemicals than the algae, Roznowski
said. Tlic algae gets this bad every
year, he said."Somebody has to do something,"
said Jake Jukkala of Applcton." It's a
shame to sec a river like this. You
can't cat the fish."Jukkala moved to the area a couple
years ago from Alaska and was
launching his personal watcrcraft
from ihe Green Bay Metropolitan
Boat Launch at the mouth of the river.
He was only traveling the Fox unlil he
reached the Bay.

"At least they're on the right
track," said Jukkala.

Jill Donlcvy of Green Bay would
also like to sec the river cleaned up."I would never swim or jet ski in
the river," she said. "Although its
cleaner than it used to be.""If it gets on the Superfund list,
then everyone else will know howbad it is," Chuck Donlcvy said as hedocked his boat at the Boat Launch
Thursday.

What harm, if any, do
PCBs actually cause?
The human healthdangers of PCB He Ineating the fish

By Brian M. K«rhin
Th»

Why is the Fox River the focus ofsuch attention by state and federal
agencies?Polychlorinaied biphenyls, usuallycalled "PCBs."

It was legal to discharge PCBs intothe river from the 1950s until they
were banned in the mid-1970s. PCBswere used to produce carbonless copypaper. When other mills recycled the
paper, they also reprocessed and dis-
charged the hazardous chemical.
Scientifically speaking, a PCB hasmultiple chlorine atoms — hence the"poly" — in the shape of a ring —hence the "phenyl" — and there aretwo or more of the rings — hence the"bi," said Jim Hodgson, biology andenvironmental science professor atSt Herbert College.
Thus, the PCB k a compound of

many chlorines linked to rings at-tached together in the center.
A person swimming in the river

and ingesting the water is not in the
greatest danger from PCBs. The con-
cern comes when the chemical is ab-sorbed by animals and, eventually,
people as it works its way up the foodchain, said Hodgson, a member of the
Remedial Action Plan's Science and
Technology Advisory Committee.PCBs are known to cause abnor-malities, birth defects, retardation
and other reproductive problems inwildlife — and it is suspected that ex-
tensive exposure to PCBs has the
same effects in humans.

Taking the PCBs out of the river is
the best way to protect nature, wild-life and humans, Hodgson said.

"If we're going to err, we shoulderr on the side of nature," he said.
In nature, PCBs degrade veryslowly even if they lie dormant in sed-iment in the river's bottom.
"Taking them out and puttingthem to • Undfffl is safe. PCBi willband lofetner with clay particles," besaid.
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Papermakers are culpable
— but why these seven?

The News-Chronicle
Of the dozens of paper mills and

other industrial polluters along the
Fox River, just seven are' 'potentially
responsible parties'' in the eyes of thestate and federal governments.

Although a recent report by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources identifies more than 30 po-

tential sources, seven have beentargeted because of the amounts ofPCB-laden material they handled.The seven are NCR, P.H. GlatfelterCo., Fort James Corp. (specifically
the former Fort Howard mill), Apple-ton Papers Inc., Wisconsin Tissue
Mills, U.S. Paper Mills Corp. andRiverside Paper Corp.The first five companies on the list
accounted for more than 98 percent of

the PCBs discharged into the river,
according to the "Fox River and
Green Bay PCS Fate and Transport
Model Evaluation," released by the
DNR last month.Although some municipal water
treatment plants were high dischar-
gers, they have not been targeted be-
cause they only acted as conduits forwastewater generated by the mills,
according to the report.

PCBs and the Fox River:
A history of contamination

By Brian M. Kerhin
The News-Chrooide

Here is an outline of the develop-
ments that led to Thursday's an-
nouncement that the Fox River will
be proposed for listing on the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
National Priorities List
• 1950 — National Cash Regis-

ter Co. develops a method to use
PCBs in carbonless copy paper. It
produces the paper, and many othermills use recycled paper containing
PCBs.• 1971—The paper industry be-
gins to voluntarily phase out of PCB
use.
• 1972 —The Clean Water Act

is passed by Congress; industry be-gins upgrading equipment and pollu-
tion emissions decrease as a result• 1977 — The use of PCBs is
banned by the EPA.
• 1980 — Congress enacts the' 'Comprehensive Environmental Re-

sponse, Compensation and Liability
Act," commonly known as
Superfund.• 1986 — The Remedial ActionPlan is formed, with the goal of deve-

loping a local solution to pollution
problems in the lower Fox River andGreen Bay.
• 1992 — Industry and various

paper companies create the Fox RiverCoalition to seek a voluntary way toclean the river.
• 1993 — An EPA-sponsored

Mass Balance Study tracks howPCBs move in the Fox River and be-tween the air and water.
• 1994 — The U.S. Fish andWildlife Service begins work toward

possible Fox River remediationthrough a "Natural Resources Dam-
age Assessment"• 1995 — Progress by the FoxRiver Coalition is cited by the DNRas the reason to delay a demonstrationcleanup project at Little Lake Butte
des Morts in Neenah.

M 1996 — The tower Fox Riveris submitted by the DNR as a high-priority waterway under the federal
Clean Water ActX 1997 — The state and seven
paper companies announce the com-
panies will pay $10 million for a de-monstration cleanup project in Green
Bay and habitat restoration.
• USF&WS files notice of intentto sue through the NRDA process.

The NRDA is soon put off indefi-

nitely while negotiations continue.
— The EPA announces it will take

an active role in seeking cleanup of
the Fox River.
— The Fox River Coalition an-

nounces tax money will be the prim-
ary source used to pay for a second
demonstration project in Kimbcrly.

— The EPA announces the DNR
wil l c o ndu c t a Remed i a l
Investigation-Feasibility Study, a
study normally supervised by the po-
tentially responsible polluters. The
seven companies protest the decision.

M 1998—A state-imposed dead-
line passes without a' 'global" agree-
ment among the various interested
parties.
— The DNR says the highest level

of PCB concentration in the river is
more than 700 parts per million,
nearly double the previously ac-
cepted estimate.
— Municipalities throughout the

Fox Valley and Green Bay area begin
considering resolutions opposing the
Superfund process.
— Fox River is not recommended

as an "American Heritage River" by
a federal panel.
— EPA announces it will formally

propose the Fox River be added to the
Superfund list.
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Environmental ProtectionAgency said Thursday.
The announcement triggers a
comment period which could
lead to the Fox River on the
National Priorities List and an
EPA-directed cleanup of theriver, with the bill sent to theseven paper companies deemed
responsible for putting PCBs in
the waterway.
More importantly, however, thedecision by EPA's Tim Fields
should restart negotiationstoward a voluntary settlement toclean the river, many officials
said Thursday.
The optimism steins from the
EPA's willingness to include in
its plans results from the twodemonstration cleanup projects
planned for this summer, andthe EPA's willingness not toactually add the river to the
Superfund list if it appears anegotiated settlement is
possible.
"It looks as though there reallymight be room for a wonderful
compromise here," said BrownCounty Executive Nancy
Nusbaum.
The threat of the federalgovernment stepping in andforcing cleanup may be just thehammer needed to encourage
negotiations, which haven'tbeen held since November, she
said.
"I think there's no harm at all inhaving the threat of listing," shesaid. "We know ultimately itcould be listed."
U.S. Rep. Jay Johnson, D-GreenBay, said the announcementwas expected.
"It gives a clear and
unmistakable message to theparties involved to get back to
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the bargaining table and
voluntarily decide how best to
clean the Fox," he said.
Brad Fitch, spokesman for U.S.
Sen. Herb Kohl, D-Wisconsin,
praised the EPA for showing
some flexibility.
A negotiated settlement would
decrease the chance the issue
will end up in court, where
resources would get spent on
lawyers, not the river, Fitch
said.
"1 still believe that designating
the Fox River a Superfund site
should only be a last resort,"
Kohl said.
Not everyone was happy withThursday's announcement,
however.
Gov. Tommy Thompson blasted
the EPA for proposing thelisting. The announcemnent
marks what's believed to be the
first time the EPA has proposed
a site over the objections of a
governor.
"Superfund is a widelydocumented failure that causes
more problems than it solves,"Thompson said. "The state can
do a better and quicker job ofcleaning the river without aSuperfund designation.
"This is just another example ofthe EPA and federal
government stepping in andmicromanaging state matters -
and ultimately making matters
worse," he said. "This is theheight of Washington
arrogance."
Susan Sylvester, administrator
of the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources' water
division, does not necessarily
believe the EPA's statement thatv it will incorporate results from
demonstration projects and may

3 of 5 7/13/98 1 : 1 9 PM



The Green Bay News-Chronicle - Onl.. . and news updates during the week. http://www.greenbaynewschron.com/

not even formally list the river.
She said the best answer is a
state-led cooperative cleanup,
which could have resulted in a
deal by year's end.
"Working cooperatively hasbeen working," she said.
But with EPA's announcement,
Sylvester is not sure anacceptable deal can be reached.
The Fox River Group - theseven companies deemedpotentially liable - are Fort
James, U.S. Paper Mills, NCR,Appleton Papers, P.H.Glatfelter, Riverside Paper and
Wisconsin Tissue Mills.
The group's statement also
expresses skepticism that the
EPA might wait with the formal
designation. The companiesalso call on the EPA to consider
all technical data before makingany decisions on the river's fate.
Although the Fox River Group
statement advocates anegotiated settlement, it does
not make a specific
commitment to return to thenegotiating table.
Efforts to reach a spokesperson
were unsuccesful.
Dan Theno, of Fort James
Corp., called EPA's
announcement "disappointing
but not unexpected." He
declined to comment further.
Tom Olspn, president of U.SPaper Mills - the other Brown
County mill among the seven -
could not be reached for
comment.
The governments andcompanies should not be in a
hurry to reach a settlement,x— however, said RebeccaLeighton-Katers, executive
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director of the Clean Water
Action Council.
A settlement which does not
adequately cover the costs or
provide for a sufficient cleanup
would not be acceptable, shesaid. Therefore, the results of
the EPA's feasibility study
should be the basis for talks, she
said.
Thursday's announcement,
which she praised, does open a
public comment period - whichshould be used extensively.
"People need to express theiropinion. If this is what people
want, they need to show it,"Leighton-Katers said.
FYI
Two websites with backgroundinformation on the Fox River
cleanup are available.
The U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency has a site at
www.epa.gov/region5/foxriver
The group of seven paper
companies deemed potentiallyliable have a site atwww.foxrivergroup.org

For the latest news
weather and sports read

The News-Chronicle.
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The papermakersbelieve the figures arebased upon"questionableassumptions"

___Associated Prass____
APPLETON — Industry dis-

charged far more chemicals into the
Fox River than originally thought, ac-
cording to initial results of a state De-partment of Natural Resourcesanalysis.However, a group of paper millsquestions the findings.The DNR now is estimating that
six paper mills along the river dis-
charged between 420,000 and
825,000 pounds of PCBs, a now-
banned industrial chemical suspected
of causing cancer, into the Fox River
in the period beginning in 1954 and

ending in the mid-1970s.
Previous estimates, based on

analysis of river sediments, had put
the total at 250,000 pounds.

Where those chemicals are now —
in the river, the waters of Green Bay
and Lake Michigan — has yet to be
determined.

The business of determining thebest cleanup plan and its cost has ta-
ken years of research and has com-
pelled the state Department of Na-
tural Resources to develop state-of-the-art computer models thatincorporate both stream hydrology
and molecular biology.The money used to develop themodels came from industry, with sig-nificant contributions from federalgrants.

However, the Fox River group,
which includes seven paper compa-
nies that could pay for cleanup, said
findings from the analysis are preli-

minary and one of many items to beconsidered in determining how to
clean up the river.

"Upon initial review we (the Fox
River Group) believe the estimates of
the historical discharges to the river
are too high and are based on a series
of questionable assumptions," the
group said in a statement read by
Dave Lee, manager of the P.H. Glat-felter Co.'s Neenah mill.

"More important, the report's esti-
mates of PCB releases are not consis-tent with what we already know aboutthe amount of PCBs in the river andthe (Green Bay) from actualmeasurements."' Brace Baker, deputy administrator
of the state Department of NaturalResources, said the computer models
do work.

"We are absolutely convinced that
we don't have to make any changes to
the model," Baker said. He added

that a final draft of the modeling
analysis will be available within
weeks.

Among other findings in the
analysis, was that more than 98 per-
cent of the PCBs discharged by the
end of 1971 were due to the produc-
tion of carbonless paper and the de-
inking of paper scraps that resultedfrom that production.

Last week, an official from theU.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency said the river could be nameda Superfund site because state offi-cials have shown link progress incleaning up the river in east-centralWisconsin.
Many Wisconsin-officials, includ-ing Gov. Tommy Thompson, haveopposed naming the river a Super-

fund site. Thompson says the statecan clean up the waste faster and
cheaper than the EPA can.



THE GREEN BAY NEWS-CHRONICLEWith disposal sitein place, scopeof PCB cleanupnow in sight
About 5 percent of thePCBs in the Fox Riverwill be removed inthis summer'sdemonstration

By Brian M. Kerhin
The News-Chronicle

Call it "backwards math."
Now that a disposal site has been

found for material to be dredged from
the Fox River in Green Bay later this
year, project designers can figure out
exactly how much river bottom can
be removed.

The state Department of Natural
Resources announced Friday a land-
fill in Washburn County — about 100
miles north of Eau Claire — has.won
the contract to store spoils from two
Fox River cleanup demonstration
projects.

One project, at a site dubbed Depo-
sit N, is in Kimberly. The other. De-
posit 56-57, is just north of Fort
James Corp.'s Broadway mill, 1919
S. Broadway.

Neither project has been awarded a
blank check. That's particularly true
for Deposit 56-57, where the •seven
paper mills deemed potentially re-
sponsible for polluting the river with
PCBs have committed $7 million for
the project.

With the disposal costs known, de-
signers can now work backwards to
determine how much material can be
removed and treated, said Bill Fitz-
patrick, DNR project manager.

"We're still (far) from the final de-
sign," he said. "But we estimate we
will remove 2,000 to 3,000 pounds of
PCBs — about 5 percent of all PCBs
in the river."

About 60,000 cubic yards of ma-
terial will be removed from Deposit
56-57. After the sediment and water
are separated, the water will be
treated and the contaminated dirt will
be stored in the Washburn County
landfill.

The two projects will test hydraulic
dredging, where the material is vac-
uumed off the river bottom in a pro-
cess the DNR says is much cleaner
than the typical mechanical-scoop
dredging used for maintaining the
Fox River shipping channel.

"As a first step, this is going to be
outstanding for the river system,"
Fitzpatrick said. "I think there's go-
ing to be a lot of good lessons coming
out of this."

At Deposit N, about 12,000 cubic
yards of material and 400 pounds of
PCBs will be removed from a site
near Sunset Beach.

Koester Environmental of Evans-
ville, Ind., has been awarded the $2.5
million contract to clean Deposit N.
Work in the river should begin in Sep-
tember, Fitzpatrick said.

The Deposit 56-57 project is
further behind, but dredging should
begin this fall, he said. A public infor-
mational meeting on the Green Bay
project is tentatively scheduled for
mid-to-late August.

Information from the two projects
is expected to be incorporated into the
Remedial Investigation-Feasibility
Study the DNR is performing for the
U.S. Environmental Protection ; . .
Agency as part of the Superfund ' •
process.

The seven companies are Fort
James, U.S. Paper Mills, NCR, Ap-
pleton Papers, Riverside Paper, Wis-
consin Tissue Mills and P.H. t
Glatfelter. I C
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READER'S COMMENT
Prove that dredging
for RGBs does more
good than harm

Over the last few months I have read many
letters to the editor written by people who
seem to feel endangered by the mere presence
of some PCBs in the mud of the Fox River bot-
tom.

They also imply that the seven paper com-
panies involved had done something illegal
and should be punished for their "sins of the
past." Don't they know it was the paper com-
panies themselves that blew the whistle on
PCBs and voluntarily stopped putting them
into the sewer system way back in 1 9 7 1 (27
years ago)?

Until that time, the mills were acting just as
responsibly as are St. Norbert College and
Lawrence University in dumping E. coli into
their respective sewer systems, as they do at
the present time.

If, after 27 years, the PCBs are still present
in the mud of the river bottom, I'd say that's
good evidence that they are entombed and
should remain there.

The proposed dredging is something that
the Sierra Club, et al., should oppose, but I
haven't seen any of the activism that resulted
in a mining moratorium up in Crandon.

In that case Exxon only wanted to remove
zinc and copper ore from dry deposits, where
the process water or tailing would 'be under
control, impounded and treated before return-
ing it to the Wolf or Wisconsin rivers.

The moratorium required Exxon to provide
proof that the proposed process has been used
successfully elsewhere for some number of
years.

Why not apply the same safety require-
ments to the mining of PCBs from the Fox
River? After all, the dredging process is really
an underwater open-pit mining operation, and
I say put on a moratorium for some number of
years and then require the pro-dredge people
to show proof that this dredging system has
worked in a flowing river without doing more
harm than good.

If the PCBs are still potent or "poisonous,"
we could hope that they would kill the lamprey
eels or the zebra mussels, but alas, even the
fish-eating eagles near Kaukauna are thriving.

The dredging would surely disrupt the habi-
tat of the native Wisconsin salamander. If other
places can prevail in saving snail darters, spot-
ted owls and kangaroo rats, we should do the
right thing and save our mud puppies.

DonXraUbe
Seymour
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COLUMNIST'S PERSPECTIVE^
Misinformation mucks up river cleanup issue

VTTTiat a difference a week makes. As I
VV write this, news of the Superfund list-
ing is all over our beloved News-Chronicle.

Last week I had the easiest job ever. I
stood at a mall entrance and asked people to
sign a petition demanding Superfund status
__________ for the Fox River. In
Groups are two hours> l «ot

alraadv huw more than ̂  signa'aireaay ousy ,ures wjth only twotrying tO people declining.undermine Public support for
the real Superfund is tremen-
effectiveness dou*- °w the real

of the Fox
River Cleanup. Superfund, it was a

pleasure to attend a
meeting of the Brown County Executive
Committee on July 6. Chairman Tim Hink-
fuss showed what it takes to properly study
an issue he/ore a vote. He invited Jim Hab-
nenberg from the Environmental Protection
Agency to speak to the committee.

Mr. Habnenberg cleared up a number of

For The
News-Chronicle

misconceptions about Superfund. He also
brought two videotapes. One was the paper
industry animation (cartoon), widely seen on
TV news about two months ago, that
showed what they called a "hydraulic
dredge" chewing up the river bottom with
the entire mass of sludge flowing down
river, a shameless misrepresentation of what
actually happens.

The other tape was an ERA underwater
video from a PCB cleanup site in Manis-
tique, Mich. This tape clearly showed how
the dredge ground up the sludge and sucked
it away cleanly. It then showed how the

water was separated from the sand and
dewatered, leaving a much smaller amount
of toxic sludge to deal with.

The Clean Water Action Council and the
EPA will have this video available for view-
ing at public meetings to come. It's a "must-
see."

These videos tell us a lot. The EPA tape
showed us that the "horrors" of hydraulic
dredging were nonexistent. The paper indus-
try cartoon showed us that they thought we
wouldn't recognize a ringer when we see
one.

Supervisors Lucy Bunker, Pat Collins,
Dave Hansen, Tim Hinkfuss, Dean Reich
and Keith Watermolen asked both Habnen-
berg and paper industry representatives
some excellent questions. These questions
proved embarrassing for the paper industry,
and rightly so.

Even as you read this, certain groups are
already busy trying to undermine the real
effectiveness of the Fox River cleanup by
announcing a suitable landfill site near Ash-
land.

We should be outraged that, once again,
the DNR is pushing for only moving the
PCBs to a landfill instead of breaking, sown
the PCBs into individual chemicals so that
the problem is done with forever.

Why is the DNR pushing for this "solu-
tion"? Because it's cheaper. But that's only
in the short term. In the long term, it will
have to be dealt with again, when the land-
fill leaks and it has ruined yet another water-
shed and our precious groundwater itself.
DNR uses the term "cost-effective". False
economy!

It is absolutely imperative that you get off
your hiney and get to some or all of the
meetings that will be coming up. It is your
input that will make Superfund work. Come.
Learn.

Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident of the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronicle@itol.com.
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ui uie recenuy signetl
mining moratorium law want to see
that it is properly enforced.

Forty organizations and 25 state se-
nators and representatives havesigned a letter to Department of Na-
tural Resources Secretary George
Meyer urging him to stop the permit
process of Nicolet Minerals Co. until
it provides proof of environmentally

11U VAdlllplC IIIIIIC 11«U> UCOll MIUWII
in the more than 60 days since the bill
was signed into law, said Ken Fish,treaty rights and mining impacts di-rector for the Menominee Nation, at anews conference Wednesday inGreen Bay.
Nicolet Minerals Co. is attemptingto obtain permits for a copper sulfide

mine near Crandon.

ices uie agency needs to siuuy uie
project.

"There's nothing whatsoever in
the mining moratorium law to stop
processing the permits," Drucken-
miller said.

Wisconsin Citizens Action talkedto more than 300,000 households
across the state and found that, ulti-
mately, they want proof, said Dave

minerals says it irently screening mines in the '
States and Canada to find an ex
mine, which should be preserthe agency by this fall.

"We're taking a very serio
preach to meeting this test,"
pany spokesman Date Albert

Becky Katers of the Clean
Action Council said Gov. T

Learn more aboutSuperfund
Two meetings will be heldin the next two weeksregarding the U.S.Environmental ProtectionAgency's proposal to addthe Fox River to theSuperfund list.
> An overview of
the Remedial
Investigation-
Feasibility Study is
scheduled for 6:30
p.m. Tuesday at
Lawrence
University's Harper
Hall, 420 E. College
Ave., Appleton.
The RIFS is the back-ground study that will cre-ate a list of cleanup alter-natives and their pricetags.
> A forum titled
"Perspectives on
PCBs and Public
and Ecological
Health" is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. July
27 at Liberty Hall,
U.S. 441 and
County CE, Kimberly.
Scientists from two gov-ernment agencies will dis-cuss current scientificevidence of health effectsassociated with exposureto PCBs.

Board acceptsSuperfund
Supervisors kilted aresolution encouraginga voluntary Fox Rivercleanup

By Brian M. Kertiin
_____The Newt-Chronicto_____

The Brown County Board effec-tively agreed Wednesday that dte fed-eral government should get involved
in the cleanup of the Fox River.After 2'/5 hours of debate andpublic comment, the panel voted18-5, with one board member abs-taining, to kill a resolution that op-posed a Superfund designation for the
waterway and encouraged a volun-tary cleanup settlement by Jan. 1,2000.

The five supervisors voting for the
resolution — or to oppose the desig-nation —were Eugene Schmitz, Mer-lin VandcnPlas, Kevin Kuehn, Pat
Schillings md Robert Wilmet Sup.Pat Moynihan abstained because heworks for a paper milL

Last week, the U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency proposed listing
the river on the Superfund list to helpspur a PCB cleanup. That announce-
ment triggered a 60-day public com-
ment period.The vote drew criticism from
County Executive Nancy Nusbaum,
who predicted afterward if the EPA'strack record holds true, no sedimentwill be cleaned up for IS years.
"This board is the only one that has

not seen the problems of an EPASuperfund listing," she said, refer-ring to votes by municipal and sewer-age district boards throughout the
Valley endorsing the resolution misboard defeated.

EPA involvement should be wel-

comed, said Sup. Guy Zima.
"If the feds are willing to put up

the money, let's get with it. Let's get
it done!'' he said.' 'Let those that had
the super profits pay for the cleanupsomewhere down the line."

Schillinger said the county should
go on record in support of a state-led
voluntary settlement.

"If we can encourage a negotiatedsettlement, then the paper companies
are going to pay," he said.But Sup. Pat Collins argued the 12
years of waiting for the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and sevencompanies to reach a deal is longenough.

"The longer we wait, the more this
stuff leeches in the Bay," he said

Kuehn said eliminating PCBs inand of itself will not make the river
pristine. He advocated a more holistic
approach in which nonpoint source
pollution and water clarity issues arealso addressed — outside of
Superfund.

Efforts were made to split the re-solution into as many as three parts,
but were rejected after the boardheard comments from the public, in
eluding representatives from the
EPA, DNR, Clean Water Action
Council and Fort James Corp.

A motion to refer the resolutionback to committee failed on a 16-*7vote, with Moynihan again
abstaining.

As Nusbaum said, the board's vote
was the latest in a series of positionstaken by local governments. On
Tuesday, for example, the Outagamie
County Board voted 32-6 to oppose
Superfund.

The seven potentially responsible
paper companies are Fort James, U.S.Paper Mills, NCR, Appleton Papers,
Riverside Paper, Wisconsin TissueMills and P.H. Glatfelter.
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control supervisor for WPXG-TV Channel14, works the programming board at the newPAX NET affiliate's office, 975 Parkview Rd.,Ashwaubenoo. WPXG went on the air locallyThursday morning.. (Paul Wait / TheNews-Chronicle)
The Green Bay market's
seventh free television

station started
broadcasting Thursday

By Paul Wait
The News-ChronicleASHWAUBENON - Even the
infomercials on WPXG-TV are family
friendly.
With a lineup loaded with
program-length commercials and a
smattering of promotions for its parentnetwork PAX NET, WPXG-TV
(Channel 14) signed on to NortheastWisconsin airwaves Thursday.
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The new station will feature sydicated,family oriented shows like "Dr. Quinn,
Medicine Woman" and "Life Goes On"
when PAX NETs 80-station networklaunches national programming Aug.31, said station manager Mitch Lambert.
Until then, viewers can expect to see alot of pitches for food processors and
exercise equipment, he said.
But not all infomercials make WPXG'scut.
"Even with the infomercials, we're not
going to carry anything that's not family
friendly," Lambert said.
The station plans to carry "Worship andPraise TV," a show with religious
messages set to music, from midnight to5 a.m. daily, and will have one locallyproduced program, a show about the
criminal justice system called "FoxValley Crime and Justice."
WPXG's effort to fill a G-rated programniche has been nine months in themaking.
Paxson Communications, PAX NETsparent company, based in West PalmBeach, Fla., purchased its broadcasting
license from a Milwaukee-basedcompany. The transmitter was erectednorth of Pulaski in May. The control
room and offices were set up in the new
Parkview Plaza building, 975 ParkviewRd., Ashwaubenon. Finally, the FederalCommunications Commission gave its
final approval.
And Thursday, both Lambert and mastercontrol supervisor Dean Laitinen were
thrilled with the reward of transmittingthe staion's first shows.
"Everbody's been anxious," Laitinensaid. "The closer we got to broadcasting,
the more excited everyone got."
"We plan on staying on from now untileternity," Lambert proclaimed.
Laitinen is confident the new networkwill be embraced by Northeast
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Wisconsin viewers.
"I think viewers are ready," he said."People are out there saying, 'I want a
station I can put my kids in front of theTV and not have to worry about it.'"
Potential local advertisers haveresponded well to the network's
concept, Lambert said.
"Some of the major advertisers areinterested in buying time with us nextyear, and some have bought for this
year," he said.
WPXG is not on cable television locally
yet because Paxson Communications isstill negotiating with Tune Warner
Cable, but Lambert said the station willbe carried on all local cable companiesby Aug. 31.

For the latest news
weather and sports readThe News-Chronicle.
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Fox cleanup deal near
An agreement to guide initial
cleanup work on the Fox River is
close at hand, according to state
Department of Natural Resources
Secretary George Meyer. Meyer
wouldn't say whether the pact
would be for future study oractual cleanup beyond two
demonstration projects planned
for this summer. Gov. Tommy
Thompson has been pushing for
a voluntary settlement so the
river can avoid becoming aSuperfund site, as proposed by
the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

New bridge sparks debate
An adhoc committee reviewed
options for the new De Perebridge this week _ expected to be
built in 2006 - but made no
recommendation. Options
include a new two-lane bridgebetween Main and Charlesstreets for east-bound traffic,while a new two-lane bridge forwest-bound traffic would replacethe existing Claude Allouez
Bridge. Another option is a newfour-lane bridge between Main
and Charles streets, or a newbridge along the existing
pathway.

WMttstay

withThe Given BayN«w» Chrontefa
92(̂ 432-2941

Properties named for PackersThe Green Bay City Council
voted to rename a portion ofAdvance Street after Packer

lo f2 7/31/9812 :42 PM
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i Maybe ifoe Fox isn't . ~safs for any of us u i(la
Editor, TTre Post-Crescent: HI am thoroughly confused.For the past decade and more, Ihave read about and watched thesteady improvement of the Fox Riv-er. Now I learn that this beautifulriver is underlaid with cancer caus-ing PCBs. And because MotherNature cannot solve this problem,or so we are told, we must solve itourselves.The solution is to dredge the riv-. er - Little Lake Butte des Mortsas well, since this is also a part ofthe Fox River - dry the sediment,then truck the stuff to Sarona,where it will be made harmless.Why is this sediment harmless inSarona, but deadly here?The difference is that in the Val-• ley the PCBs get into the food" chain; in Sarona they do not be-!^ cause the runoff from the sediment7* can be easily treated in the local..': wastewater plant.So we are told. Apparently, this• sediment cannot be safely treatedhere.

Should we now call this river"The Beautiful Fox" or should wecall it "The Deadly Fox?"
I don't really know, but for cer-tain we should not drink its water;we should not eat fish that comefrom it; we should not swim in it;- we should not eat ducks or deerthat drink it.It may not even be safe tobreathe the air above it!For safety's sake, and before it'stoo late, it might be good for all of. us to move out of here.If we don't, one way or the other,it's going to get us. Giles Clark,Menasha

5.,.; „ :%•; ; -

=)"'*•'New London

, >̂y:- Fox River .^S t gets better.
.r^W money at iJJ^SfSii 15^m^s^sssxs•'•' .-:•-' : • • • bly wffl dean up of*^ year,'"""

life. Bill Feldkamp,Kaukauna
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Those In attendance questionedeverything from terminology to hewciean the river will be x
By Brian iVl. Xerhln

__________The News-Chronicle__________
APPLETON — Class was in session Tuesday

night and the subject was the cleanup of the Fox
River.

Nearly 150 people filled a Lawrence University
lecture hall to leam about various cleanup efforts, ask
questions and offer their comments.

Betty Bernard Schaber of Appleton chastised paper
companies for not participating in the discussion and
also criticized several area counties for refusing to

accept PCB-contaminated river sediment at theirlandfills.
"It's our money. It's our land. It's our public use.

And we need to get it fixed," Bernard Schaber said.
Despite the chance to offer general comments,

however, most of the open session was spent picking
the brains of officials from the state and federal agen-
cies that sponsored the meeting.

Some questions were basic, such as "What's a data
point?" The answer: Any bit of information, such as a
measurement of PCBs at a certain depth of sediment
at a certain point on a particular day, said Paul Putzier,
of Remediation Technology, the firm conducting the
Remedial Investigation Feasibility Study of the river.

Please see FOX, Page 4

DNR says a cleaner
river would generate millions
FROM PACE 1

So far, more than 100,000 data
points have been gathered, he said,
making the Fox River one of the
most studied waterways anywhere.

David Tummett of Appleton
questioned the standard of returning
the river to the point that there can
be unlimited fish consumption. He
said that is not important to him.

David Alien of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service said his agency is
examining any impaired uses for
humans, fish and wildlife.Bob Paulson of the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources
said one study indicated more than
$640 million in recreational spend-
ing would be generated by a
restored river.On the best day, water at the
mouth of the Fox River shows PCB
levels exceeding water quality stan-
dards by more than 1,500 times. On
the worst day, standards are being

exceeded by 50,000 times, Paulson
said.Other questions regarded possi-
ble historic artifacts on the river
bottom, definitions of technical
terms, clarification of the variousgovernment programs, studies on
human health effects of PCBs and
possible cleanup methods.No decisions on how the river
will be cleaned have been made
beyond this year's two demonstra-
tion dredging projects.at locations
in Green Bay and Kimberly. But
Paulson said the DNR does have a
guiding philosophy:"We don't want to go into a spot
and leave something worse
behind," he said. "That's a no-
brainer to us."Most of the presentation Tuesday
specifically explained the Remedial
Investigation Feasibility Study, or
RIFS, being performed by the DNR
and Remediation Technology.RIFS findings, expected early

next year, will be used as a basis for
Superfund cleanup decisions and, in
all likelihood, negotiations with the
seven paper companies deemed
potentially responsible for polluting
the river with PCBs.The RIFS, however, is just one
part of the two-track Superfund
process underway.Citizens will have 60 days to
comment on the actual U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
proposal to list the Fox River as the
Superfund site, once the official
notice is listed in the Federal
Register. That could happen any
day.Last week, the Brown County
Board voted in favor of Superfund;
before that, Outagamie County
voted against itThe seven potentially responsi-
ble parties are Fort James Corp.,
U.S. Paper Mills, NCR, Appleton
Paper, Riverside Paper, Wisconsin
Tissue Mills and P.H. Glatfelter.
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of Superfund works to our benefit
A hearty "thank you" for the work done

A\by the Brown County Board on July 15
regarding the Superfund.

It was a surprise victory to those of us
who have worked so hard to get the Fox
River cleaned up. It was reassuring to watch
___________ the workings of gov-

ernment, discussing
the pros and cons of
various paragraphs
of a curiously word-
ed resolution lhat
said, basically, "Go
away, Superfund."

In the end, those
supporting Super-
fund were Sups. Bae-

After gettingbooed andhissed inOutagamieCounty, it wasa Joy to haveno limits onfree speechIn BrownCounty.
nen. Bunker, Clancy,
Collins, Haefs.
Hansen, Hinkruss,
Johnson. Kaye.

Krueger, Reich, Schadewald. Schmitt,Simons, Vander Leest, Watermoten, Willi-
quette and Zima.

Thank you all for representing Brown
County and the future of the Fox River.

After attending the Outagamie County
Board meeting on July 14, and getting booed
and hissed for having the nerve to want
more than one minute to speak, it was a joy
to have no limits on free speech in Brown
County.Especially troubling in Outagamie Coun-
ty was the rude behavior of several board
members, including one man who told us to"go back to your own county," in spite of
the fact that the polluting done in hi* area is
now in our area.This is like the troublesome neighbor
whose immense dog does his immense busi-
ness in your yard. When you go over to

complain or to suggest some easy ways to
gel his dog's project out of your yard, he
makes you out to be the troublemaker,
which of course, is always easier than actu-
ally taking responsibility.

As with the De Pere City Council, these
folks had already made up their minds about
the issue, so we were just keeping them
from getting home early (perish the thought
that they would actually have to spend more
time on this topic.)

When a woman from Appleton asked to
speak at the Brown County Board meeting,
she was graciously allowed to speak, was
not booed or hissed, had no catcalls directed
at her, and her comments were welcome and
insightful.

I have been busy on Fox River cleanupissues for the last six yean, certainly not arecord like Becky Leighton-Katers, who's
been at it tor 12 yean, and Bob Schmitz,
who's been at it for more than 40 yean,and others who have devoted their adult
lives to this concern. Collectively, and with
others, we have attended many hundreds of
hearings, meetings and summits regarding

Fox River cleanup and clean water in gen-
eral.

It was disappointing lhat there were no
familiar faces on Outagamie County's Board
from any of those hearings, yet the majority
voted against Superfund despite their lack of
experience.

Superfund is already working for us. The
Environmental Protection Agency gave $1.6
million to the Department of Natural
Resources to conduct a feasibility study of
cleanup options and more dollars to help pay
the cost of the demonstration projects this
fall.

The EPA and DNR have together spent
more than $20 million locally to document
PCB contamination. The spirit of Superfund
has been hen for some time to our benefitGodspeed, Superfund.

AndafMn, iMioee oofcann appaara hara MenWadnaaday, la a Malon0 raaUant of tha Gnwn Bayanw and • amaUuatai* ownar. He *nv«d to twNavy during tfw VMnam era. H» laachM part Urn*a«NorlhMstWlaconalnTachn)eaJCofeg«andfepraaktont of tfw Ctaan Waur Action Council. Writ*to him via e-mail at cnronict^Nol.com.



Beyond the publicized,
dangers in Fox abound

PCSs ara the biggestrisk to wlldlSta andhuman health in theFox River, aconsultant said'
By Brian M. Kertiin
The News-Chrcnide

There more than 300 chemicals
floating in the Fox River and buried in
its sediment.

Pesticides, lead and arsenic arepresent at levels many times thoseknown to cause harm to humans orwildlife, according to Tim Thompsonof Remediation Technology Inc., a
Seattle firm working on the river.Thompson's duties focus on riskassessment, one part of the Remedial
Investigation-Feasibility Study,which is expected to be the basis for
any cleanup.Despite the risks from other chemi-cals, polychlorinated biphenyls —
commonly known as PCBs — are
considered the biggest problem."The risks from PCBs far ex-
ceeded anything else we found in dieFox River," Thompson said.

How much more?
Instead of levels perhaps 30 timesthe known risk for arsenic and 50

Want is laariabout FOisP
> A forum is scheduled for 7 p.m.Monday at Liberty Hall, 800Elsenhower Drive, Kimberly —just east of the intersection ofU.S. 441 and County CE.
Scheduled to speak:> Theo Colbum, World WildlifeFund;> Chris De Rosa, U.S. Agencyfor Toxic Substances and DiseaseRegistry;>Donald Tillitt, Environmentaland Contaminants ResearchCenter;>J. Milton Clark, U.S.Environmental Protection Agency.
times the known risk for the pesticide
DDE, the Fox River's concentrations
of some forms of PCBs are as many as
1,000 times the known risk level, he
said.The greatest risk to humans is eat-ing fish caught in the river, Thomp-
son said. PCBs work their way upthrough the food chain and accumu-,late in the fatty tissue of fish.Swimming in the water, drinking a
bit of the water or simply being near
the water do not present major ha-zards, he said.



Region scrambles
in fight against
toxic

The U.S. and Canadiangovernments need tokeep their commitmentto the Great Lakes,official says
By Brian M. Xarttfn

The News-Chronicle

Green Bay and Fox Valley resi-dents are net alone in pushing forcleanup of the Fox River.
Susan Bayh, U.S. representative tothe. Internadonal Joint Commission,said this week that cleaning contami-nated sediment throughout the GreatLakes needs to be a higher priority ofthe United States and Canadiangovernments.The IJC is a multinational organi-zation established in 1909 to handlewater disputes involving the twocountries. Bayh discussed its NinthBiennial Report on Great Lakes Qual-ity during a conference call with

reporters.Bayh said the lakes face three ma-jor challenges: removing contami-

nated sediment, reducing air pollu-tion and enacting land-use controls, j"There isn't as much action aswe'd like to see (in cleanup efforts)," IBayh said. ,The IJC is asking both govern-ments to make specific recommenda-tions by the end of next year regard-ing steps they will take to fix the
problems.

Bayh said it is good that state andlocal governments are increasinglyactive in resolving water issues.
"(But) that dees not relieve thefederal governments of responsibilityto see (the Great Lakes Water Quality

Agreement) enacted," she said.
Bayh did not specifically discussdie Fox River. The U.S. governmenthas begun to play a more active rolerecently, with the Environmental Pro-tection Agency proposing to add theFox to the Superfund list
The Great Lakes Water Quality

Agreement was adopted in 1972 and
is currently op for review by both
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You don't know what you got till one
* 7~)a»'! " always seem to go that you
jLx don't know what you got till it's gone

... pave paradise and put up a parking lot,
cut all the trees and put them in a tree muse-
um . . . "

And the song goes on — Carole King's
song.

My brother Louis Clark III says that Joni
_________ Mitchell wrote this song.
Do -A He's a writer. WritersIT i- tnink tneyknow every-matter who thing. Does it mattermak6S the who wrote the song if
FOX all you can smg '*?clean and ^is our «"•_*5~~....i~ii__ sun, and more than 200sparkling billion stars in ouras long as galaxy, and 25 galaxies
YOU and in our cluster, and mil-
the fish Can Mons more galaxies inlive with it? our un'verse- That's a 'ot————————'— of stars.

Meanwhile, back on
Planet Earth, there is Morning Star. She just
turned 10 and knows more about the history
of American Indians in North America than I
learned in my anthropology class at St. Nor-
bert College.

There were other important history
lessons at St. Norbert in the old days, like
the Packers using the dorms for summer

camp and we fans (and serious summer
school students) lining up in the cafeteria
behind them just to get a glimpse.

"Yvonne, did you know that the people of
the Sanquintime tribe disappeared from
here?" She likes to hear me say, "No, I did-
n't know that. Morning Star."

Knowing something I don't know makes
her smile.

I spent 30 minutes trying every sideways,
up-and-down, in-and-out way to s'ick a little
piece of plastic back into my computer print-
er. Morning Star asked for a flashlight,
waved me off and pi inked that plastic piece
in place and it worked. She smiled really big.

Morning Star is the only daughter in a big
family, and her parents, Keith and Terry
Skenandore (and I love them for this), share
her with me from time to time, for they
know that my grandchildren are out of state.

But Morning Star decided I was not
another grandmother in her life and said so.
"I have Grandmother Mary and my other
grandmother. You, you can be my friend."

I am honored; I hug the word "friend" in
my head. A brain warmer.

"My brother Eltton says that I was born
'uneven' because I think about things that
other kids don't think about," Morning Star
says. There's something else about her that
is interesting, more interesting than knowing
more; it's seeing more than I do. Morning
Star can see what can't be seen.

When she and I were coming east on
State 172 from Oneida and on the bridge,
Morning Star looked over the Fox River and
said, "I wonder what the river looked like
before all the people came and put the bad
stuff in it?"

All I remember about crossing the Fox
when I was a kid (living in the country in
Oneida, "going to town" was an adventure)
is that I liked the way the bridge hummed in
the part that went up when the big ships
passed through the water. It was exciting to
see a ship with Finland or Japan painted on
the side and think about people from far-
away countries coming all the way to Green
Bay.

And how did they get here? I thought
about the bridge and the boats and what's on

and over the river; I never thought about the
river or what's in it, except for the fish.

It's summer, and Morning Star is busy
eating more popsicles than Popeye ate
spinach. She is hiking, painting (already
decided to be an artist), swimming, playing
with the other kids. Morning Star is a nor-
mal, healthy and beautiful young child.

But Morning Star can do something more
interesting than wonder about the Fox River,
she can get an old woman to hear her and
see what she could not see before.

Thank you, Morning Star, my friend.
I can see the Fox River, all clean and

sparkling. Young and old, the human tribe
(wouldn't want it to disappear) needs the
water in the Fox River. Does it matter who
makes the Fox all clean and sparkling as
long as you and the fish can live with it?

"Don't it always seem to go that you
don't know what you got till it's gone ...,"
by Carole King or Joni Mitchell. My brother
and I always disagree on anything that does-
n't matter. He lives on the Wolf River, and
that's another river story.

Metivier, whose column appears here eachThursday, is a lifelong resident of Oneida whoseancestry in the tribe Is traceable to the mid-1700s.As a grandmother, she Is a tribal elder which, shesays, allows her to know everything and eat beforeothers.Write to her via e-mail at chronide@rtol.com.



c- Superfund
breakthrouh?

Gov. Tommy Thompson is
announcing a meeting that could ~r

lead to a cleanup settlement.
PAGE 5

Fox River cleanup talks
to pick up today; meetin
place is still a mystery
Negotiations hosted bythe governor todaywould be tha firstsince November

By Brian M. Karhin
The News-Chrentde

APPLETON — Gov. Tommy
Thompson will host "lots of groups"today as negotiations resume regard-ing the cleanup of the Fox River.

While he would not say exactlywho will attend the session, Thomp-
son suggested Wednesday the invita-tion list includes everyone who
should be there.

Presumably, he means the sevenpaper companies deemed potentiallyresponsible for PCB contaminationof river sediment, the state Depart-ment of Natural Resources, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and two American Indian tribes.the governor would not say whereor when the talks would take place,
saying half jokingly that revealing
that information would cause the me-dia to sit outside the door.Thompson, who has blasted theEPA's call to put the river on the
Superfund list, wasn't sure how opti-
mistic to be about the chances of

reaching a negotiated deal."Call me (to-r i i g h t ) , ' '
Thompson said."1 can't tell youhow close we
are until we startnegotiating."

News of thefirst negotia-tions sinceN o v e m b e r Thompson
probably wouldhave pleased the Fox Valley munici-pal leaders who gathered at Kau-kauna's Riverside Park. Only a few
hours before Thompson's announce-
ment, the group signed a resolution
calling for a voluntary settlement"We want everybody to get backto the table and get the job done,"said Ashwaubenon Village PresidentTed Paraperin.

Although the settlement process is
outof the municipalities' control, Ap-
pleton Mayor Tim Hanna is confidentthe communities' concerns will beheard.

"Hopefufly, our collective voice islouder than an individual voice,"
Hanna said.Neenah Mayor Kenneth Harwcodsaid the resolution bad been misinter-
preted as being anti-Superfund. Theresolution recognizes Superfund as a

last resort, but he said it should not getthat far.
"it's time they stepped fighting,

get together and get a plan we're all
comfortable with," Harwccd said.

Some environmentalists have criti-
cized a negotiated settlement because
it could result in less public input thanthe Superfund process.But because of the strong possibil-
ity that a Superfund cleanup wouldend up in court, a negotiated settle-
ment is preferable, said Dan Alesch,president of the Green Bay Metropo-litan Sewerage District

Outagamie County Sup. Patricia
Stevens proposed another method tokeep the public and local officials in-formed and involved: a monitoringcommittee.

She suggested a multicounty panel
with members of the public, elected
officials and activists to keep tabs on
the talks and, eventually, the cleanup.
Representatives from more than adozen communities and seweragedistricts passed the resolution, includ-

ing Ashwaubenon, Howard andGreen Bay. The Brown County Board
rejected a similar resolution. The full
Green Bay City Council has not
voted.
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if'ox Miver cleanup
meeting could yield

interim deal it*
Talks among Gov. Tommy Thompson, seven paper

companies and government officials could result in
an agreement if good-faith talks continue.

PAGE 3
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DNR Secretary Meyersays the parties are"very close to ameeting of the minds"

By Brian M. Kerhln
TnO N0Wt CnTDfllCW

An agreement to guide initial clea-nup work on the Fox River is close at
band, accenting lo state Department
of Natural Resources Secretary
George Meyer.Meyer was one of several officials
•rom various government agencies
rid the Fox River Group—the seven

paper companies identified as re-sponsible for polluting the river with
PCBs— who met in Madison Thurs-day at the behest of Gov. Tommy
Thompson.

The governor met separately with
the two sides and then brought theparties together for a brief time, said
Kevin Keane, the governor's
Spokesman.

Although the ultimate goal is aglobal settlement with all of toe regu-latory bodies involved in the process,the immediate goal is an interim dealthat would guide work for a year or
two, Meyer said."There are some concepts we needto set down on paper. We are close to
a meeting of the minds on this issue,''
he said.

Meyer would not say whether the
pact would be for further study or ac-tual cleanup beyond two demonstra-tion projects planned for this summer.Depending on how the Thursday's
agreements are received by all parties
upon further review, announcement
of an interim deal could be made in
the next two weeks, be said.Thompson has been pushing for a
voluntary settlement so the river can
avoid becoming a Superfund site, asproposed recently by (he U.S. Envir-
onmental Protection Agency. Meyer
believes a deal can be achieved.

FJ. phoo / Th. Nwre-Ovortci.
FISHERS CROWD THE FOX RIVER trt thto 1966 ffle photo. With the U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency dose to Intervening In the removal of PCBe In the Fox, local government and paper company rep-resentatlves convened Thursday In Madknn at the behest of Gov. Tommy Thompson.
"This is an 'if — and I underline'if.'If the same kind of discussion can

continue in good faith by all parties, itgreatly increases my optimism thisissue can be resolved," Meyer said.Lynn Wilk, spokeswoman for theFox River Group, bad no details ab-out what happened.' 'We're not patting any statements
out," Wilk said.Two of the Fox River Group nego-tiators are from the two impactedcompanies with mills in BrownCounty: Thomas Oison, president ofU.S. Paper Mills in De Pere, andMark Rtimer, an attorney for FortJames Corp. Neither returned mes-sages asking for comment.

Oneida Tribe Chairwoman De-

borah Doxtator attended the meetingfor about 90 rainules. She said therewas a good discussion of what theagenda want out of a cleanup, thecleanup options and who was going topayfcrit."I beheve we're all on the samepage," Doxtator said. "The cleanupcan be accomplished, and the papermills can stay in business at the sametime."
Thunday'f talks were the first ne-gotiatloni fjaee the governments putan offer on the table in November. Al-though the meeting was "pretty en-couraging," in Meyer's words, it'snot surprising talks have waited thislong, be said.
First, Thompson is just getting ac-

tively involved in the talks. His shut-tling between the two groups was a
factor in Thursday's progress, Meyersaid.

Second, the DNR, EPA and U.S.Fish & Wildlife Service are all gettingcloser lo making decisions about the
Fox River's future. The timeframe it-
self creates an urgent scenario fordealmaking, he said.The companies legally dumped as
much as 825,000 pounds of PCBs
into the Fox River beginning in the
1950s. After reserach linked the
chemical compounds lo health prob-lems in wildlife and humans, the in-
dustry began to stop using PCBs. The
U.S. government banned them al-
together in the early 1970s.
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out of the way of Superfund
It must be an election year.

"Governor for Life" Tommy
Thompson has forgotten his
motorcycle for the moment and
decided he's serious about clean-
ing up the Fox River. He's been
utterly useless for 12 years, but
now he means business.

Thompson protested the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency's
Superfund proposals as "the
height of Washington arrogance"
because the federal government,
after years of waiting, has said it is
ready to do the cleanup and would
like public comment on the pro-
posal.

Perhaps Thompson doesn't
realize that while the state has
wasted 12 years playing footsie
with the paper industry, public
health has suffered from river pol-
lution. At least the feds seem to
understand what's at stake. An
added bonus is that the feds will
host public hearings and take pub-
lic comments, which Tommy's
Department of Natural Resources
has never done.

Thompson says the state can do
the cleanup "faster and cheaper."
But again, what does this mean?

Are we going to get a cut-rate,
sloppy cleanup that only pleases
the paper industry? Heaven help
us. The paper industry has given
big bucks to Tommy's re-election
campaigns.

Thompson also said "the state
can do a better and more efficient
job of cleaning the river without a
Superfund designation."

Theoretically, of course, this is
true, but where is Thompson's
proof? The only action we've seen
has been the result of pressure
from the federal government

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice has delayed its legal actions
for a year and a half, giving the
state even more time to find solu-
tions, to no avail. The Superfund
proposal also gives more time, but
the truth is that serious negotia-
tions stopped last November. So
Thompson's claim that he can
achieve a voluntary settlement
anytime soon seems weak at best

Time is up. Tommy. You had
your chance and blew it Please
get out of the way and stop object-
ing to Superfund.

m^^A *̂ ̂^h^̂ ^̂ M«HOT* vv^HHZGrawiBay

Thompson eaia'i
Local leaders claim

they want local control of
Fox River cleanup, so
they're trying to block
Superfund and allow
cleanup decisions to be
made by one man in Madi-
son who controls the
Department of Natural
Resources.

This one man and his
partner have received
more than $150,000 in
"donations" from the pulp
and paper industry for re-
election campaigns
between 1990 and 1997.
He's also gotten $645,000
from lawyers and lobby-
ists, and $325,000 from
insurance representatives
who are anxious to avoid
environmental liabilities.

Does this man repre-
sent the people of the Fox
Valley or the polluters?
Examine his record. He's
had 12 years to clean up
the river and hasn't even
started. Before this year,
he hasn't seemed interest-
ed.

Local officials have
rushed to pass anti-Super-
fund resolutions, claiming
they support a "local solu-
tion." But what's local
about it? The resolutions
call for a "negotiated set-
tlement" between this
Madison man and indus-
try, but the settlement is
completely undefined. The
resolutions set no bound-

aries for cost, cleanup
methods, disposal sites,
health standards, sched-
ules, etc.

Even worse, no public
input is required, so local
residents are shut out of
the debate.

The resolutions are a
"blank check" for the man
in Madison to do what he
wants, regardless of local
concerns. Even local elect-
ed officials are shut out of
the negotiations.

Last year, the man from
Madison approved a sur-
prise deal and binding
contracts with the paper
industry, settling for less
than 1 percent of river
cleanup costs and giving
corporations unusual con-
trol over so-called
"cleanup demonstra-
tions."

He made this sneaky
deal without consulting
local governments, local
residents, legislators, Con-
gress members, tribes or
any agencies of the federal
government Is this who
we want making all the
decisions?

We need Ihe federal
Superfund, which guaran-
tees true local involvement
in the planning and deci-
sion-making.

Gov. Tommy Thomp-
son can't be trusted.

Green Bay
*§ E-mail: chronicfe îtoLcom

' '
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t week the Brown County
L,L*ud 01 Supervisors did a
strange and laudable thing. When
push carne to shove for a vote
on a resolution telling the federal
government not to list the Lower
Fox River as a Superfund site,
the supervisors, by an 18-5 vote
(one abstention), pulled the cork
on that resolution and let it sink
to the same depths as have tonsof FCBs (poly-chlorinated bi-
phenyls) that were discharged,
legally albeit, into the Fox River
by a number of paper mills along
the Fox from Neenah to Green
3ay.

!t was a surprising move for a
governmental body that all too
often has been a compliant ac-
complice with and for the power-ful paper industry in the Fox
River Valley. On more than one
ixcnsion, all industry had to do
was say "Jump," and the
Board's only question was "How
high?" But not any more.

Several supervisors had the in-'
tellectual honesty and dexterity tosee through a B.S.-laden industry
video on the "effects" of dredg-
ing the Fox to remove PCBs.
"upsrvisor Pat Collins summed it
jp best when he spoke at last
.veek's county board meeting and
>?'•' •••'ith regard to that video,s a bald-faced lie that they?ul -iortli to the people of Brown
bounty and the Fox River."

Hear, hear!
Supervisor Guy Zima had an

;ven more pointed comment ab-
ml the anti-Superfund resolution,
aying, "Are our elected officials
Q indebted to campaign
untributors that they have to
nouth such nonsense?"

And Supervisor Tim Hinkfuss,
peaking before the county Ex-cutive Committee (which ques-
ioned the resolution seeking
voidance of Superfund status for
he Lower Fox River), noted that
'the river is our gold." Exacta-
lundo, Mr. Hinkfussl
The Fox River has been one

f Wisconsin's most abused na-

tural treasures.Ils waters havebeen defiled by industrial andmunicipal discharges and urban
runoff. Its wetlands have been
filled in and destroyed. Its chan-nel has been altered at taxpayerexpense for the benefit of a few
businesses under the social wel-
fare program called AFDC, i.e.,
Aid For Depndent Corporations.Yet the river has maintained asemblance of life throughout theyean despite the atrocities re-ndered unto it Cleanups forced
by the Federal and stategovernments from the 1970s onhave helped to clear up some of
the aquatic blemishes. Fish re-
stocking efforts by the Depart-ment of Natural Resources andgroups like Mnskies, Inc., and
the Great Lakes Sport Fisher-
men's Association have broughtback walleyes, spotted muskies,smallmouth bus, white bass andother species in tremendousnumbers.

Despite all of this, the perni-cious problems of chemical conta-mination from PCBs and other
toxins have bedeviled the aquatic
ecosystem of the Fox River.
While fish are plentiful, eating
them is not recommended, be-
cause contaminant buildup in
their flesh poses health risks to
humans. Such a fishery, no mat-ter how bountiful in numbers, is
not a healthy one.

Paper industries responsible fordepositing the PCBs into the Fox
River and the DNR have beenstruggling to concoct a plan to
clean up the witch's brew of
contaminants in the river for a
long time. Their "working

together to find a common solu-
tion" approach for the Fox clea-nup has produced little progressto date, as to be expected. TheDNR is a neutered regulatoryagency, thanks to being made a
political pawn of GovernorTommy Thompson vis-a-vis Re-
publican approval of the 1995-97biennial budget bill. Tommy is
the polluters' lead cheerleader,
and they scratch his back at elec-tion time with copious campaigncontributions.

To whit. His Majesty made
another of his typically ignorant
comments when asked recentlyabout having Superfnnd status forthe Lower Fox. With intellectual
acuity matched only by the likesof L 0 Atner, Tommy gruntedsomething to the effect that "dafederal gummint should keep itsbig note ontta our Uzness."Yeah, we've really made progresson the Fox cleanup withoutSopernmdt haven't we?

The road to having Superfundstatus appBed to the Lower FoxRiver is yet to be traversed. A60-day comment period will givethe affected public — not just
the wealthy poDnters — the rightlo uouimeflt on the^process.There have been, and win con-tinue ID be, information sessionsavailable to learn more about thecontamination in the Fox Riverand how it can be corrected. Ci-tizen input is being sought, andno doubt it wfll be given.

For the avenge person wholives by or uses the Fox Riverappears to have awakened froman extended attack of somnambu-lation. thanks to aggressiveinformation dissemination on the
Fox River's problems by groupslike die Clean Water ActionCouncil. The caterwauling andwhining of die polluters is falling
increasingly on deaf ears.And the brave action last weekby 18 Brown County supervisors,who told dw polluters and theChamber of Commerce to stick it

in their collective fannies with •
regard to that anti-Superfund re-'
solution, attests quite loudly to - 'that fact.
LOWER FOX FORUM

A presentation on restoring tfie
Lower Fox River, with perspec-
tives on PCBs and public and :.
ecological health, will be made.
Monday, July 27, 7 p.m., at
Liberty Hall, 800 EisenhowerDrive, Kimberly (east of the
Highway 441 and County TrunkCE intersection). The forum is
sponsored by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service, Na-
tional Oceanic and AtmosphericAdministration and the Menomi-
nee and Oneida tribal nations.
The public is encouraged toattend.
NEW BOATMdJJtW

Starting Aug. 1, personal
watercraft ("jet-ski") users will:
be required to slow down within200 feet of lake shorelines, andall boat operators under the legal
drinking age face penalties if ••. j
they consume any alcohol. - |The 200-foot safety zone is in- ;tended to protect swimmers, ca-noeists and others using areas _^-T
near shorelines. Too, the rule wte*made to reduce damage to
aquatic plants and fish habitatthat high-speed use of jet-skis hasbeen shown to cause.The new rules pertaining to 'operating a boat while under ftsT1

influence of alcohol entail stiffer
penalties for third and fourth vio-
lations, as well as making it '! •
illegal for'anyone under age 21
to consume alcohol while operat-
ing a boat - c , - -On average, 200 people are
cited annually for operating a ":-'Jboat while intoxicated. In 1997,
14 of the 29 boating fatalities in
Wisconsin involved alcohol.

PIFL rapsEcklund
II
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Big Industry benefits at our expense
W e humans break a law of nature all of

the time without much thought It's
called the Law of Unintended Conse-
quences. We do things without thinking how
there might be a downside to some new idea
that tickles us now.
__________ As an example,

let's look at an idea
that Big Industry real-
ly liked in the early
1970s. It wanted Con-
gress to cut its tax
rate.

That's a simple
idea. Congress said,
"But then we won't

___________ have enough revenue
to provide services

thai citizens demand." Big Industry said,
"With all the increases in salary and big
spending in research and development, there
will be more revenues and business will
boom." Once again, a simple idea with
down-to-earth logic.

We can't letindustrydodge thisbullet by justhauling thetoxic sludgeup to the
Ashland area.

For The
News-Chronicle

So Congress did cut taxes for industry. It
has done it several times now. Industry paid
about 22 percent taxes in the early '70s. Cit-
izens paid about 8 percent. Now citizens pay
22 percent and industries pay 8 percent.
There is one reason your taxes arc higher
now.

Obviously, Big Industry has fared much
better with the lower taxes. But there is a
dark side to this rosy picture: Citizens carry
the tax burden now, after we made Big
Industry wealthy with the sweat of our
brows.

What is our reward for this service?
These companies are so rich that they can
now skew everything that Congress does
with the dreaded "Lobbyist Effect," some-
thing citizens can't afford.

The promised investments in R&D have
evaporated and these companies are invest-
ing instead in foreign countries where labor
rates are low and governments will gladly
look the other way while industries dump
poison into the air and water. Some reward.
But then, no good deed goes unpunished.

I recently saw a map that showed all the
toxic waste sites around the Great Lakes.
Most were in the United States, strung along
the southern shores of the lakes, and the east
and west shores of Lake Michigan.

Because all of the sites were marked with
dots, it reminded me of a string of pearls. I
thought about how polluting industries have
treated citizens of this country like prover-
bial two-bit whores, and that our pay for this
bad date was that cheap string of pearls
they've left us on the lakeshores.

It is for this reason that we citizens must
take charge of the Fox River cleanup. We
can't let industry dodge this bullet by just
hauling the toxic sludge up to the Ashland
area.

We have to understand that if we can
morally justify hauling this filth up there,
then those folks have every right to haul
their filth down here. Treatment is the only
responsible way to really clean up this
sludge.

Please be sure to attend meetings and to
take advantage of other opportunities to
comment. If you are not sure when these
meetings will take place, call (he Clean
Water Action Council at 437-7304 for infor
mation.

Andersen, whose column appears here eachWednesday, is a lifelong resident ol the Green Bayarea and a small-business owner. He served in theNavy during the Vietnam era. He teaches part timeat Northeast Wisconsin Technical College and ispresident of the Clean Water Action Council. Writeto him via e-mail at chronide@itol.comy.

• t . ".."'inr1 • ' ,
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The public commentperiod on theproposed Superfundlisting is expected tostart
By Brian M. KMMn

____ The News-Chroride ____
--. The bride is the Fox River,

"'. The groom-in-waiting is_ : Superfund.
'-, The minister would be the UJS. En-vironmental Protection Agency,
making an age-old request: "If any-one knows of any reason tbese twoshould not be joined, speak now orforever hold your peace."

A formal notice is expected to bepublished in the Federal Register to-day, setting in motion the public com-
ment period regarding the EPA'sproposal to add the Fox River to theNational Priorities List

While the notice was expected

Monday, it was not released, saidEPA's Sue Pastor.
The comment period is scheduledto last 60 days, until about Sept 28.
If the Fox was added to the Na-

tional Priorities List, federal dollars
could be used for cleanup, with the
EPA billing the seven paper compa-
nies identified as potentially respon-sible for putting PCBs into the river.

Comments should focus on
whether the river needs the EPA's at-tention, the severity of damage and
the need for cleanup, according to
EPA project manager JimHahnenberg.

Comments about possible cleanupmethods, the paper companies' liabil-
ity and other items associated with thecleanup itself should wait for later inthe process, he said.

One representative of the paper-
makers waited until Monday to return ;calls about Thursday's talks. And r

even then, he did not offerinformation.



Arrogance comes oiar way front Madison
Finally! Our governor has announced

that he will be hosting negotiations
regarding Fox River cleanup. After 12
years in Madison, Tommy Thompson has
realized that there might be something
wrong with the "pristine" Fox River.

Now our only problem is that Thomp-
son would not divulge where the meeting
would be, or who would be attending. He
added that everyone will attend who
"should be there."

That's funny — if he would want cred-
it for cleaning the river, wouldn't he
invite the media and the public? Certainly
a governor who respects and cares for the
people would involve the media and pub-
lic in important negotiations and not hide
in secret, private places.

Our governor, however, who truly
deserves the nickname "Toxic Tommy,"
seems to be doing everything in his power
to avoid cleaning the Fox. Of course, I
might even do the same thing if I was paid

.$150,000, which is how much the pulp
and paper industry has donated to his
campaigns dining the last seven years.

The federal Superfund program, which
is specifically designed to clean up toxic
polluted messes such as the Fox, has been
called the "height of Washington arro-
gance'* by Thompson.

The only arrogance I can see, is the*
hypocrisy and ignorance that is floating
our way from Madison.

1/3-t/tS Green Bay

r._" f



EPA group requests
Superfund comments

You can submit fourcopies in writing ore-mail once /
-7/3.1.The News-Chronieto

The public comment period is nowopen regarding the U.S. Environmen-tal Protection Agency's proposal toadd the Fox River to the SoperfondlistComments should be submittedbefore Sept. 28. The EPA asks parti-cipants to note the site name—Wis-consin's Lower Fox River — and toinclude four copies of comments.
Remarks should be sent to; DocketCoordinator, U.S. EPA CERCLA

Docket Office (5201G), 401M Street
. S.W., Washington, D.C. 20460.

Comments may also be e-mailed tos u p e r -
fund.docket(at)epamail .epa.gov.

The EPA plans to hold meetings toexplain the Superfund process andanswer questions, although nonehave been scheduled yetDetailed information on the prop-
osed listing is available at the Brown
County Library, 515 Pine St., and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service'sreading room, 1015 ChallengerCourt
Information is also available on the

EPA' s Web s i t e at
www.epa.govAegion5/foxriver.

Check out our Web site!
ww» . g r « » « b i f n « » i c h r o n . c o a
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Fate of Fox River
will not wait, say
treaty supporters

Wednesday, June 24, 1998 5

The U.S. and Canadashould be held totheir promise toimprove water quality,speakers say
By Brian M. KerWn

The Nows-Chronfde

With an eye on anything whichmight help force cleanup of the FoxRiver, speakers at a hearing Tuesdayin Green Bay urged renewal of theGreat Lakes Water QualityAgreement
The treaty between the UnitedStates and Canada was first adopted

in 1972 but is up for renewal and pos-sible renegotiation this year.
An organization called GreatLakes United is Abiding 10 hearings

around the Great Lakes basin and will
forward comments to both govern-
ments. When the treaty was renewed
in 1987. (he GLU hearings were con-
sidered one of the public's bestchances to comment1 'Let's keep the Great Lakes Water
Quality Agreement intact without
any amendments or changes and I
think we'D be doing a great thing,"said Bob Schmitz.

People cannot rest on their laurelsafter the state passed the mining mori-toriu-n. said John Hermanson.
The fate of the Fox River in parti-culai hangs in the balance. Whilethere is much in''"~st in economic de-

velopment along the river, the prob-lem of its PCB-Iaden bed must besolved.
"There's a lot of potential here togo one way or the other. It's impor-tant the Great Lakes Water QualityAgreement be a force and thru it con-tinues," Hermanson said.Although the pact calls for zero

discharge of toxic substances andtheir virtual elimination, severalspeakers said progress on cleanupacross the five-lake system has beenloo lax.
"I hope they make the standardstougher because at the jwe we re go-tng, we're not (Biting anywhere,"said Laura Manthe.
St Norbert College science profes-sor James Hodgson represented theRemedial Action Plan, a public-private partnership working to restorethe Fox River and Green Bay to afisbable. swimmable, drinkable state.But in the RAP's 12 years, no ben-eficial uses have been fully restored,he said. And while nonpoint-sourcepollution must be prevented, Hodg-son feels bio-accumulating pollutantssuch as PCBs must be the top priority.
•'Aggressive remediation shouldbegin immediately at selected depo-sits," Hodgson said.
Hydraulic dredging with landfill-ing of the sediment remains the mostviable option, he said.
Hodgson said the standards con-tained in the Great Lakes Agreement

should remain, but the language re-

H. M«rc Ltrr.cn I Th» N«w»-Cfironldf
BOB SCHtirrz TESTIFIES AT TUESDAY'S public forum in GreenBay on the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement. The treaty betweenthe U.S. and Canada was first adopted in 1972 and is up for renewaland possible alteration.
garding implementation must bestrengthened.

Although many speakers focusedon the Fox River, other aspects of theecosystem cannot be ignored, saidBill Willers, wh; 'ed or an end to

excessive deforestation to improvewater quality downstream.The U.S. and Canadian govern-ments are expected to announce theprocess for the agreement's reauthor-ization within a month.

BRIEFLY
f.\ Ybun. AtttA
From Green Bay

News-Chronicle staff

ASHWAUBENON
Youth ice rink
gains approval

The Ashwaubenon VillageBoard gave preliminary approvalTuesday to a proposal for an ice
center that would be built by theGreen Bay Youth HockeyAssociation.

The association has asked thevillage to donate 10 acres of land inthe southwest business park for a$3 million center with two sheetsof ice. The GB YHA still needs toraise the money.The vote was unanimous.

Farming accident
injuries kill woman

A 43-year-old woman died
Tuesday from iniprfw she receivedin a fanning accident

Barbara J. Klika. 4440 ChurchRoad, apparently was thrown orfell from the tractor she was operat-
ing and run over by a wheel, ac-
cording to Lt Craig Kohlbeck of
the Brown County Sheriff'sDepartment
DOOR COUNTY
Wildfire threatens
wildlife refuge

Six fire departments in Northern
Door County and fire crews from
the state Department of Natural
Resources spen, .Veral hoursT.«-cHav battling ̂ ,.^dfire in and



Don't eat the fish

H Mvc Lmon / TIM NM»Chronicl«
ERIC URAM OF THE SIERRA CLUB POSTS a fish consumption advisory notice at Voyageur Park in De Pereduring a news conference Monday. The club wants to keep the public informed on the state Department ofNatural Resources' advisories. Eating fish taken from many area waters during the advisories, which are trig-gered by high levels of pollution, could cause health problems, especially for pregnant women and children.
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Fox fails to net
commendation
for Clinton list
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Superfund
opposition
continues

Another local unit of governmenthas endorsed a resolution calling fat a
voluntary settlement for Fox Rivercleanup to avoid a federal Soperfund
designation.

The Green Bay Metropolitan
Sewerage District board Wednesday
adopted the resolution unanimously,said executive director Paul
Thonnodsgard.
. "Ithinkitcanmakeadirlerence.lt
especially represents a strong local
voice if we're all of a like mind," he
said.

The GBMSD joins ihe De PercCommon Council and the Wright-
stown Village Beard, which adopted
the measure Tuesday.
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De Pere resists
Superfund

Fox
The EPA and papermills should reach avoluntary cleanup dealfor the Fox raver

By Brim M. KMMn
Tno rtews-dwortcte

Two city councils took differentactions Tuesday regarding a resolu-tion that calls for a voluntary settle-ment, rather than a federal Superfund
designation, to resolve questions ab-
out Fox River cleanup.The Green Bay City Council Ad-visory Committee delayed discussion
until its next meeting, which has not
been scheduled.But the De Pere Common Council
voted unanimously and without dis-cussion to endorse the resolution, said
administrator Kevin Biunner.

The resolution asks the U.S. Envir-onment^ Protection Agency, state
Department of Natural Resources andseven paper companies — identifiedas potentially responsible for pollut-ing the river with PCBs—to reach a
negotiated settlement and avoid
Superfund if possible.De Pere has a vested interest in the
project because it operates a waste-water treatment plant Officials fromsome plants have expressed concernthat, if Superfund proceeds, tne paper
companies might sue them becausethey also discharged into the river.The Green Bay MetropolitanSewerage District board is scheduled
to vote on the resolution today.

Although many local communitiesare considering the resolution, it re-mains to be stxn bow much good it
will do.Jim Hahnenberg, project manager
for the EPA, noted Gov. Tommy
Thompson and the state Department
of Natural Resources have already
raised objections to Superfund, butthe EPA could announce it will for-
mally propose the Fox River for the
list within the next few weeks.

While any input is appreciated, the
municipalities' input may be early,
Hahnenberg said.

If the river is proposed for Super-
fund, the review process win take
several months and will include a for-
iiial public comment period, he said.

Besides, Hahnenberg said, the re-
solution calls for exactly what theEPA wants—a voluntary settlement."We're not interested in making
this a Superfund site if it can be
cleaned up in some other way," he
-aid.

Although no negotiations havebeen held with the seven paper com-
panies since November, Hahnenberg
said the lack of talks does not make a
Superfund listing more probable.
Instead, there are not substantive

issues to discuss until the EPA has a
better idea of what it wants for the
cleanup. Negotiations can then com-
mence, he said.

The EPA could still propose the
Fox River for Superfund. However, if
enough progress is being made tow-
ard a settlement, the agency wouldprobably hold off on formally adding
to the program, Hahnenberj? said.
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Local interests fight Superfund
Local governments and sewerage districts
may join area counties in fighting the
designation of the Fox River for
Superfund federal cleanup funds. The
funding would go for PCS cleanup. Local
paper companies say the process would
be too long and costly.
Oneida arena vote Jury 11
The Business Committee of the Oneida
Tribe of Wisconsin has set a vote Jury 11
on approval of funding plans for a new
Brown County arena and convention
center. The vote is the final one on using
room taxes to pay for the facilities. The
Oneida vote is key due to the large
revenues from the Oneida Radisson Inn.
All other participating governments have
approved the plan, which will pay for an
arena and expansion of the downtown
Regency Convention Center.
Survey shows hunger concerns
A new local survey found about 40
percent of Green Bay lower-income
residents - most of them in inner-city
areas - are hungry and worried about
finding food. The Brown County Food
and Hunger Network compiled the
numbers. Among plans to fight the
problem: a summer breakfast program at
Howe, Nicolet and Fort Howard schools
which will feed about 700 children.

mints stay

http ://www. greenbaynewschron. com/weekrev.html 6/15/98
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Local interests get in line
to oppose Fox Superfund
Rational self-interesttakes precedence inthe Fox RiverPCB-cleanup debate

By Brian M. KtiMn
_____The Newt-Chronic*_____

A group of municipalities and
sewerage districts is considering join-ing area counties in opposition to aproposed federal Superfund designa-tion for the Fox River.

For the sewer service providers,the vote is more than a position state-ment — it is a matter of self-interest"Anybody who's involved as we
are with the river would be subject tolitigation." said Paul Tbonnodsgard.executive director the Green BayMetropolitan Sewerage DistrictThe U.S. Environmental Protec-tion Agency is considering listing theFox River on its National PrioritiesList, also known as Superfund, whichwould make the river eligible for fed-eral government-run cleanup of PCB-laden sediments.

long and coating too much.The Wmnebago, Ootagamie andBrown county boards are consideringseparate «*«piBtinny opposing thedesignation."We're very concerned that thisproblem be taken care of in the mostcost-effective and expedient man-ner," said Carl Weber, De Ferepublic works director.The fear i» if Snperfund proceeds,the seven paper companies — cur-rently the only ones targeted as re-sponsible for pofiuting the river wimPCBs — coaU torn around and suesewerage districts on the grounds thatwastewjater treatment plane also mayhave discharged some of UK carci-nogenic chemicals.Like other muniripjil and staleleaders, the sewerage districts wouldprefer a voluntary settlement betweenthe paper <pmpirie», the ISA andother agencies. Thonnodsgard sakLWeber' was city engineer inWaukegan. DL, when two Superfundprojects were proceeding — one ofwhich was a PCS cleanup in the cityharbor.
The seven piper companies There was much f iistration withdeemed potentially responsible for the process and slow pace of thedischarging the PCBs have criticized work, not to mention the stigma the

the Superfund process as taking too designation gave the city, be said.

JWrtyvftfs

Paul Thormodsgardexecutive director.
Green Bay Metropolitan Sewerage District
The districts have been meeting for

several months to develop the jointresolution, Tbonnodsgard said. The
GBMSD board considers the resolu-
tion at 10 ajn, Wednesday at the dis-
trict offke, 2231 Qtincy StDe Pere's Personnel and FinanceCommittee endorsed the resolutionthis week. The full Common Council
votes at 7 pjn. Tuesday.In addition to the GBMSD and city
of De Fere, the resolution was deve-loped with the cities of Appleton,
Neenah and Menasha, me village of
Wrightstown, and the Heart of the
VaDey. Neenah-Menastaa and GrandChute-Menasha West sewerage
commissions.

Tht .own County Board Plan-
ning, Development and Transporta-
tion Committee win discuss Super-fund at its June 24 meeting.



Superfund is best hope for Fox
I am writing this letter in support of the Superfund designa-

tion of the lower Fox River.With the DNR and state politicians dragging their feet on this
issue, it is time for the people of the area to take a stand. Why
should we put up with polluted water and tainted fish? So certain
companies can profit at the expense of our Fox River?These companies will not go out of business if they are forced
to pay for a cleanup. Fort James Corp. has been investing billions
of dollars in China, Russia and Turkev to expand its operations.
This money should have been spent here, in the Fox Valley, since
it was the working men and women of Green Bay who earned
that money.We cannot expect these companies to voluntarily clean the
Fox. We have waited 12 years for results and have only studies
to show for itIt is time we take action; bring on the Superfund, so maybe
someday your grandchildren will be able to bring a walleye
home and eat it without fear 0' PCBs.

4
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The earliest repairs onthe Fox RlYsr lockscould start Is probably2C01
By Brian M. X«iUn
Th»

GRAND CHUTE — If the FoxRiver lock system is to be /epaiiedand reopened, a coalition of local
governments wfll have ID reach anagreement on how to pay for its shareof the projectWith a tentative deal putting $14.8minion in federal funding and $2.65milHcn in ̂ fr- money on the table, amatching $2.65 mfnirm ircm local
governrcents is the only piece left,

Xlescw, director of the East^JVisccEsni Regional Plan-CcEffissica, said 7-xsday.''" and federal officials dis-c-. . . j specifics of their agreementwith about 30 leaders from thrcugh-rat &s Fox VaDey. The plan was metwith both cctimism and skepticism.The U.S. Army Corps cfEngineersowns the century-old system bat winclose it by 2007 unless a deal transfer-ring control is reached. <a«d LL CoL
Tom Had, head of the COE Detroitdistrict.

The corps is wQhng to pay the stateto take over the system, but cot theentire .$193 mflticn bill for neededrepairs, he said.
The state is wining to pick up halfof the nonfederal share, but only ifs and other interestscontribute the other half , said Depart-ment of Natural Resources SecretaryGeorge Mcyer.
"The counties and municipalitiesneed to figure cut where they want to

go with this financially, "Meyex said.Menasha Mayor Jce Lam prop-osed a coalition of muncicaHties —and not just those immediately adja-cent to a lock.

People around Little Lake ButtedesMorts, Oshkosh, Fond dn Lac, oreven further upstream around the
state would use the restored system,Laux said. But getting money fromthose communities may be HtfBmî
he said.T^T* suggested a tax-mczeBKBtsJfinancing district along the length ofthe river — the area he said wouldmost benefit from reopening dielocks.Appieton Mayor Tim Haoaa saidhe liked the idea of such a river dis-trict tax structure."It's an excellent way to leverageour resources," he said. "But weseed state authority."It would be harder for affectedcounties to come up with the moneybecause the state has Imposed taxlevy caps against counties, but aotssid Brown County

Nancy Nusbamn.
De Pere JJlacpisg director BfllPatzis said cc' etmmcEity would en-dorse anything until they have moredetails regarding where the money

would come frnra..Another meeting wffl be held in afew weeks fcr the leaders to fbrmn-lateaplan,butNusbaum said the bestway to gauge support from communi-ties—especially those which do nothave locks — may be simply to ask."If there's not local interest,maybe we should just walk away,"Nnsbaom said.Gi. . iie surge of intsrest in theriver recendy — from cleanup of itsbottom to boaters using its surface—the question is not simply financial,she said."It1 s much more a matter of'Is missomething that is valued?' " Nas-

H. Mare Lareon / Th« N«wvChrortd»
CANADA GEESE SWIM in front of a Fox River lock in De Pere, one cmany needng repair funding. In this June 2 photo.

User fees would cover operationalexpenses, but significant money isseeded to repair and recpen the locks,Xiesow
If approved, the deal would endmore man 13 years of cn-agam, off-

again talks regarding the future of me
locks, although changes would not beseen immediately, he said.

Federal money might not be avail-able for three years, and the local gov-ernments would be asked to pay their
shares c/ver seven years. Reconstruc-

tion could start by 2C01 and be feished by 2C08, Siesow said.
If no deal is reached, die corps wicontinue toward dfaTflh°T1^!ng th

system, filling in the locks and sellin
the sites, which would probably •:
completed by 2C07, Haid said.



LOCKS: Supporters hear seven-year price tag
FromA-1
the $4 million figure sometimesbandied aboutThat's because the $4 million fig-ure was based on a formula thatwould not only renovate the locks• but create an endowment to main-•• tain them for SO yean. The DNRnow is using a formula based on ai 25-year endowment"It was a conscious decision tolook at the reality of the money out• • there," said DNR spokesman Ron• Fassbender. "The reality is, thati •} wad of $3 million to $5 million isn't?• there,"..: With the $375,000*year figure,"I think we're getting to where it'sbecoming a manageable dollaramount," Meyer said.Not wanting to rile taxpayers,local elected officials are stressingthat the local share could comefrom many sources - industry,tourism, boaters, non-profit"friends" groups - not just gov-ernment budgets."There are a lot of ways to skin•: this cat," said Appteton Mayor Tun-i othy Hanna. "It doesn't necessarilyhave to fall on property taxpayers.": The burden shouldn't rest justwith those communities with locks,said Menasha Mayor Joe Laux.

"That's where our stumblingblock has been all along," he said."I don't have the ability to tax aregion."He suggested the group look at atax-increment financing districtthat would bring in paying partnersup and down tike river. Assessingthe counties around Lake Win-nebago and the Fox River alsowould be fair, he said.The corps owns the navigationalsystem but no longer considers iteconomically viable. State andlocal supporters view the locks asvaluable from a historic, tourismand recreational standpoint.Under a recently reached dealthe corps has agreed in concept topay Wisconsin close to $15 millionif the state takes over ownership ofthe 17 locks between Menasha andDePere.The state would add $2.65 mil-.lion to the funding package, aswould local entities, bringing thetotal cost of restoration and the 25-yeai endowment to around $20 mil-lion."The concept is right, I think.It's reasonable," said Brown Coun-ty Executive Nancy Nusbaum.Three locks currently are opera-tional. Under the agreement aH but

one could be reopened to river trav-el. The Rapide Croche lock nearWrightstown would remain closedas a sea lamprey barrier.While its negotiations with thestate continue, the corps is pro-ceeding with the complicated for-mal process of abandoning thelocks if the deal falls through."It's not necessarily my job tocome up with the best alternative.It's my job to come up with the low-est-cost alternative," said Lt CoLTnoina: Haid of the corps' districtoffice in Detroit "Our process hasdetermined that the lowest cost tothe nation would be to fill theselocks in."Congress would have to de-authorize the locks, then providefunding for filling them in - aprocess that likely would take years,he said.Local supporters are looking at a
busy summer and fall of meetings.Meyer told them Gov. TommyThompson needs to have a strongfinancial commitment from themby January.The goal still is to have a final-ized agreement with the corpsready by the end of this year. Mov-er saidL
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Board committee delays
discussion on Superfimd
for Fox River cleanup

The merits of federalinvolvement In thecleanup of the FoxRiver will bediscussed June 24
By Brian M. Keittn
Tfi« Nows-Chrontcte

About a dozen people hoping todiscuss the possible Soperfund desig-nation for the Fox River left a Brown
County Board meeting disappointed
Monday.The board's Executive Committeedelayed discussion of the potential
action by the U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency until July 6.

The delay is so the board's Plan-ning, Development and Transporta-tion Committee can discuss the issue

first, at its Jane 24 meeting.County Executive Nancy Nus-baum wants the board to go on recordagainst handling the river cleanup
through Sopezfond. a controversialfederal program designed to clean en-
vironmental botspots.The Wmnebago County Board hasalready adopted a similar resolution,and the Outagamie County Boardcould vote tonight.Rebecca Leighton-Katers, execu-tive director of the Clean Water Ac-tion Council, said the board shouldwait before taking a stance.

If the EPA proposes listing the FoxRiver under Superfund, acceptance ofpublic comments would be part of theprocess before the river could beadded to the list. The board shouldcomment at that time instead of op-posing the idea now and possibly pre-venting a public debate on the matter.

she said.
• The committee unanimouslyendorsed the idea of changing the

county's logo to a design which in-cludes a picture of the courthousedome.
The current logo depicts a fanner

plowing near a waterway, which is anillegal agricultural practice.
The full board votes June 17.
• The board VOted Pnammnrtdy

to make the position of deputy trea-surer a management job, thus remov-ing it from the union.Teamsters Local 75 does not op-
pose the move, said Hainan Resour-ces Director Jim Kalny.The last deputy treasurer, BarbaraBerger, was fired after irregularities
in bank deposits and receipts werelinked to her. District Attorney JohnZakowdri is considering possiblecriminal charges.



Superfund talk tops board's agenda
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keoverof Fox locks nears
Lccal governments may have somecontrol — and fiscal responsibility— under a proposed deal

By Brian M. Kerhln
The News-Chronicle

A tentative deal has been reached for transfer of ;he
Fox River locks system to state control.

The agreement with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers sets the stage for practically the entire 17-
lock system to be reopened for boat travel between
Lake Winnebago and Green Bay, according to Harlan
Kiesow. execut ive d irector of :he Has: Cer. irai
Regional Planning Commission.

T'.ie corps owns :.h.e c;p.tury-oid ;ys:em but

because of the lack of commercial traffic on the river, •
it wants to shut the locks down or hand over the keys. '

Onlv three locks are currently operational —
Menasha. ^::Me Kaukauna in Wrightstown and De
Pere.The federal agency had offered to pay area govern-
ments about $14 million to get rid of the system but
local officials balked because of estimated repair costs
of 5 19 .2 million.The tentative deal calls for the federal government
to pay at least $15 million, Kiesow said.

The state would own the locks and have ultimate
responsibil ity for ihe system, but a regional manage-
ment commission with local government representa-
: ives c~uid be created to operate it.

THE GREEN BAY NEWS-CHRONICLE

Please see LOCKS, Page 7

LOCAL

LOCKS1, Room remains for local help in
the project's restoration and maintenance
FROM PAGE 1
f^onicipalities might be asked to

contribute financially as well"There will be a role for local gov-
ernment for some participation in re-storation and some participation in
maintenance," Kiesow said.Local support could also mean help
from private sources, including in-
dustry. User fees, donations, grantsand tax dollars—including hotel andmotel room taxes — have all beenmentioned as possible funding
sources.De Pere Planning Director Bin

Patzke said the city is interested inkeeping its lock open, but the City
Council has sa J it does not want to
pay for it.The city may be willing to offer
services to assist in lock maintenance,
however, Patzke said.

The tentative deal will be reviewed
by municipal officials Tuesday. The
final wording of a contract with thecorps could be completed by the end
of the year, Kiesow said.Legislative approval would be re-
quired for both the deal with the corpsand the creation of a management
commission, he said.

Restoration of the system might
not include travel by water all the way. n Lake Winnebago to the Green
Bay, however.

The Rapide Croche dam and lock,just across the Brown-Outagamiecounty line, is sealed with a barrier to
prevent sea lampreys from getting toinland waters. The barrier will remain
in place.

While a boatlift allowing boaters tomake the complete trip has been prop-
osed, separate fund-raising would beneeded to build and maintain it, Kie-
sow said.



Fox phosphorus output
subject to public debate

Opponents say apermit modificationwould allow "massivedumping"
By Warren Bhihm

_____The Newfr-Chronide

Fort James Corp. already appearsto be meeting a mandated goal for
phosphorus discharges into the FoxRiver, according to Gary Kincaid, a
Department of Natural Resourceswastewater engineer.

However, the company wants a
one-year extension of the July 1 dead-
line for reaching the limit of 1 part per
million of phosphorus because it mayoccasionally exceed that level and
doesn't want to be in non-compliance, Kincaid said.

A hearing is scheduled tonight to
take pubb'c comment about FortJames' request for an interim pno-

FYI
A hearing on Fort James Corp.'srequest for modification ot its dis-charge permit to allow an interimphosphorus limit of 2 parts per mil-lion is scheduled tor 6 p.m. in thesecond-floor council chambers ofGreen Bay City Had, 100 N.Jefferson St.

sphorus limit of 2 pom until June 30,
1999, when the company's current
discharge permit expires.The permit is for the former FortHoward paper mill, 19 19 S.
Broadway.

"Their 12-mooth rolling averageis 0.9. so they're already there,'' Kin-caid said.' 'They're probably going tocontinue at that level but they're notcertain they always can, so they'reasking for an extension of about 12

months before implementation of the
limit"

The hearing was requested by the
Clean Water Action Council and the
Brown County Conservation
Alliance.

"The public assumes industrial
pollution is fully controlled, but the
Fort James permit shows that massive'
dumping is still allowed into the Fox
River by the Wisconsin DNR," said
Rebecca Katers for the Clean Water
Action Council.

Kater's statement said the proposal
would allow Fort James to dump up to
57,870 pounds of phosphorus into the
Fox River along with other
pollutants.While the hearing officer will pro-
vide the opportunity for informationand input from the public, the pho-
sphorus discharge limit is the only
issue under consideration tonight,
Kincaid said.

NeWS-Chronicle is on the Internet at: IVM
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WEDNESDAY, MA*O3;.;1998Fox likely notHeritage River
While the river likely won'treceive the designation,Appleton's mayor says thecifort has already paid off

By Brian M. Kerhln
The News-Chronicle

An advisory committee has narrowed
the search for semifmalists for the
American -Heritage Rivers project, but
supporters of thai designation for the Fox
River are apparently on the outside look-
ing in.Last year. President Clinton announced
he would designate 10 "American
Heritage Rivers" to provide federal assis-

tance to help communities alongside them.
The American Heritage Rivers

Advisory Committee met in Washington,
D.C., Monday and Tuesday to review 126
applications. It was supposed to narrow
the list to 20 to send to the president, who
will make the final decision.At the end of the hearing, the commit-
tee was still reviewing as many as 30 to 35
rivers — but the Fox was not among them,
according to Todd Sandman, spokesman
for U.S. Rep. Jay Johnson, D-Green Bay,
who supported the effort to include the
Fox.The goal was to find rivers that stand
out in the areas of natural resource and

J
FOX: Process
pays off despite
not earning honor

Please see FOX, Page 4

environmental protection, economic
revitalization, and historic and cul-tural preservation — either becauseof great accomplishments or great
need.While no new federal money wasexpected, the designation could havemeant new access to existing prog-rams or private money. Sandman
said.

Area communities created an orga-
nization called Fox River Forward! tocoordinate the application efforts.
Appleton Mayor Tun Hanna, whoi was the group's chairman, said evenif the Fox River is not selected, the
yearlong effort has already been
fruitful."We opened lines of communica-tion that haven't existed before.We've already accomplished a lot ...
and there's a desire to keep the orga-

nization to go forward," Hanna said."We've all learned something we can
use as we move forward.".Although cleanup of the Fox Riveris obviously the top priority for the re-gion, there are many other issues thatmust be addressed, including the FoxRiver locks, the river's potential todraw tourists and development along
the water, he said.The application process and Fox
River Forward! brought together ad-vocates of various issues dealing withthe river, and continued cooperationcan only mean good things, regard-
less of Clinton's decision, Hanna
said.Because no decisions were made
Tuesday, however. Sandman said the
Fox River could still be one of the 10
designees. The committee said it wasnot ruling out any river at this pointand the list of 20 wul not be finalized
until another meeting later this
month.
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hamber uninformed on PCBs
Bill Welch, president

of the Fox Cities Chamber
of Commerce, is the new
mouthpiece for the seven
Fox River PCB polluter*.
His recent statements con-

cerning the cleanup are half-
truths and whole untruths.

With real remediation
about to begin on this most
serious environmental prob-
lem, Welch's corporate bias
and scientific ignorance are a
disservice to Fox Cities com-
munities.

The chamber says there is
not enough evidence to con-
clude that PCB contamination
endangers human health.
Wrong! Notwithstanding the
hundreds of studies linking
PCBs to deformed frogs, birdsand mammals in the river and
bay, evidence linking PCBs
and other chlorinated hydro-
carbons to human health prob-
lems is factual and growing
daily.

In the last two yean the
Environmental Protection
Agency, Physicians for Social
Responsibility and dozens of
other researchers have pub-
lished articles in Scientific
American, British Medical
Journal and numerous other
peer review, scientific jour-
nals. These studies have
linked PCBs to human can-

cers and reproductive and hor-
monal dysfunction.

Welch has either not done
his homework or chooses to
ignore the evidence.

The chamber's contention
that PCBs are ubiquitous and
therefore too u.spersed to
recover is misleading. The
world production balance
sheet on PCBs shows 30 per-
cent unaccounted for. The
remaining 70 percent are
either in landfills, in sedi-
ments or still in use.

The 40 to 50 tons still in
the Fox River are inventoried,
localized and are the primary
PCB source into Lake
Michigan. Removal now will
decrease risk to human health
for everyone living aroundLake Michigan.

The chamber predicts that
if polluters are held responsi-
ble for paying for the cleanup,
catastrophe will result for the
companies, their employees
and local communities. This
scare tactic, used often by
industry, is worker blackmail.

If you took everything the
Fox Cities Chamber of
Commerce knows about
PCBs and put it in a thimble it
would rattle like a BB in a
boxcar.

DePere
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TofeAv^s CLOSE-UP*. Fox RWER CLEANUPBalanced river plan must consider all options
{"~\ a ninth has been said and written about
3' ' I he need to improve the health of the

Fo\.River, one can easily get lost in the
ni;i/e ol issues that face all of us who live and
work in the Fox Valley.

How did the river reach its present condi-
11011 ° What are the risks involved? Who
should oversee the cleanup? While no
• mo can argue with the fact that
ihero are I'CBs (and many
other contaminants) in the
i ,ve . , the real question we
taee: What is the most
sensible way to deal
with this proolem?

Recently the
Science and
T e c h n i c a l
Advisory

Committee of the
Green Bay Remedial
Action Plan called
for a measured, step-by-step approach in
dealing wi'h tl.e Fox River.

This committee comprises 24 scientists
from around the state. They hold positions of

authority with the Green Bay
Metropolitan Sewerage

District, the Center for
Great Lakes Studies, St. Norbert

College, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, the University of W sconsin Sea
Grant Institute, Fox/Wolf Basin 2000 and
manv others.

WhMe the committee says that "ignor-
ing the (PCB) problem is not accept-
able," they concede that "there is large

uncertainty in distinguishing the
risk/benefits to humans, fish

and wildlife under
alternative action
and no-action sce-
narios. Given these
uncertainties ... we
recommend that a
balance be sought
between the benefits
of sediment remedi-
ation" and other
restoration alterna-
tives.

The committee
has taken a stance
for a broader

By Jeff Johnson / Guest Commentator approach — an
approach that looks
at all of the alterna-

tives and doesn't focus exclusively on mas-
sive dredging along 39 miles of the Fox
River.The scientists correctly point out that
"There is a large uncertainty in distinguish-
ing the risk/benefits to humans, fish and
wildlife" associated with dredging the Fox
River. In other words, the scientific models
cannot predict the increased risk to humans
and wildlife ____________•
when the
river bottom
is stirred up.

In their
statements,
the scientists
also recom-
mended that
"all remedi-
ation and
restoration ________________
e f f o r t s
should be implemented in stages" and that
"to be most effective, remediation of selected
deposits (such as 56/57 and N) should begin
immediately," and should include "a rigor-
ous and quantitative monitoring effort" ... to
assess "the dredging's (sic) efficacy."

This makes real sense. In fact, this is the
essence of the Jan. 31, 19' agreement the
Fox River Group made with the state ofWisconsin.

Currant EM and DNR planshave things backward.TReypreposetamakeaderision on a cleanup planat the and af 1998—awnif tha data from tha projectIs net yet available.

The $10 million agreement included $7
million for the design, implementation and
monitoring of a sediment restoration project
at deposit 56/57. This demonstration project
will provide important information regarding
large-scale restoration projects in the Lower
Fox River.

Doing the project to demonstrate the effec-
tiveness of dredging — before making any
overall decision — would seem to be consis-
tent with the sound recommendation of the
Science and Technical Advisory Committee.
——— Unfortunately, current

Environmental Protection Agency
and Department of Natural
Resources plans have things back-
ward. They propose to make a deci-
sion on a cleanup plan at the end of
1998 — even if the data from the
project is not yet available.

The demonstration project
should be done this summer so that
the data it yields can help us make

———— a responsible decision about which
method — or methods — will be best for the
river.

A balanced, step-by-step approach that
will look at all the options for the Fox River
— that's the committee's recommendation,
and it makes all the sense in the world.

Johnson is director of public relations atWisconsin Tissue. Write to him in c/o WisconsinTissue, P.O. Box 489. Menasha, Wl 54952; phone:
920-725-7031.
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Active cleanup of theFox River Is needed,despite papercompany arguments,state and federalofficials say
By Brian WTKarWn

_____The Nows-Chronlde_____

DE FERE — Despite improve-ments in the health of the Fox River,plenty of wok—and forced govern-ment action—remain, officials from
several environmental agencies say.Wisconsin's waters—particularlythe Fox River and Green Bay — wasthe focus of the Wisconsin Academyof Sciences, Arts and Letters' 128 an-nual conference Friday at St Norbert
College.
THE BACKOHOUND

Although much of the discussioncentered on how best to clean up theriver, researchers set the stage by de-scribing the problems.Val Klump of the University ofWisconsin-Milwaukee's Center for
Great Lakes Studies said nutrientloading and sediments are the river'sgreatest problems.And with contaminants flushinginto the Green Bay—where they will
be much more difficult to recover —land runoff prevention needs atten-
tion and river cleanup must begin.

"Some of these problems will only
get worse with delay," Klump said.

Bud Harris, a longtime Universityof Wisconsin-Green Bay researcher
of PCBs in the Fox River, said societymust begin placing an economic

value on natural resources and theecological services they provide.
PAPER INDUSTRY'S VIEW

As the discussion turned to the FoxRiver cleanup, a consultant for the se-ven paper companies deemed respon-sible for the contaminants spoke first
Mark Brown of Blasland, Bouck &Lee said the government agencieshave a predisposition for dredging theriver and its 8 million cubic yards ofsediment
But became the US. Environmen-tal Protection Agency has never

liWtfcWtttrtwrcM
frame fears baaest amfait iredajii is oat rocketscteice.lt wans la mayplaces annul the Croatlakes."

David Ullrich
EPA

supervised a project of that size, deci-
sions here should wait for resultsfrom the two demonstration projectsplanned for this summer. Brown said.

Most of the PCB-laden sediment is
below the De Pere dam. And 85 per-
cent of that is more than 1 foot belowthe river's bottom.Brown suggested a combination ofnatural attenuation — doing nothing'and letting Mother Nature flush thesystem — and in-place cappingshould be used to clean the river.He also questioned the effective-

debate rages
ness of the dredging projects already predicted.underway."Current science does not do justservice to how the Fox River will berestored," Brown said.

Several government agencies —
including the Wisconsin Departmentof Natural ResourceVEPA and U.S.Fish A Wildlife Service — are work-ing on Fox River cleanup.USF&WS's David Alien said mostof the decrease in FCB levels jn thelast 25 ye*n can be credited to thefederal Clean Water Act But numalhas leveled off recently,example, herring gull eggs <H»nhave PCB levels of 30 to 40 parts permillion. By comparison, a FCB levelof 2 ppra triggers a do-not-eat warn-ing for fish.
Along the same lines, the DNR'sBob Paulson said the PCB concentra-

tions in the water column at the mouth
of the Fox River have not droppedsince 1989. Current levels average18,000 times the agency's acceptablecancer-risk figure, he said.Paulson said Brown is correct insaying most of the sediment is morethan a foot below the surface. How-, ever, most of it is also less than 3 feetdown, making it ripe to be stirred upand returned to the water, Paulson
said.Removing the contaminants is theonly way to guarantee it doo. notcause more harm to fish, wildlife andhumans. And because the Fox Riverprovides more than half of the PCBsin IflVr Michigan, cleanup is morethan a local issue, he said.Dredging the entire river is not
feasible and will not be done, Paulson

However, leaving the fate of the
Fox River to natural methods is unac-
ceptable, said David Ullrich. regionaladministrator for the EPA.
"I don't think that river can re-cover naturally in a time frame that'shonest and fair." he said. "Dredgingworks. Dredging is not rocket sci-ence. It works in many places aroundthe Great Lakes."In addition, government officialssaid the paper industry's argumentabout the size of the project is just asmoke screen becaose the entire riverwill not be dredged at once; aseries ofsmaller cleanup projects areexpected.WHAT'S NEXT?
At this point, the struggle is be-tween a voluntary agreement andcleanup vs. a farced effort, probably

through the EPA's Superfundprocess.U.S. Rep. Jay Johnson. D-GrcenBay. urged the parties to reach a vol-untary settlement, preferably soonerthan later. But Johnson would not ruleout the appropriateness of usingSuperfund at some pointAlien said the best answer prob-
ably will not be known until nextyear, after the USF&WS finishes itsNatural Resources Damage Assess-ment, after the demonstration cleanup
projects are done and after the EPA's
Remedial Investigation-FeasibilityStudy is completed.The EPA will continue its push to
have the Fox River deck-red a Super-fund site, noting the mere threat of theaction has prompted accelerated ac-tivity toward cleanup in the last year,
Ullrich said.

BRIEFLY
IN Youu AKKA -
From Green Bay

___ News-Chronicle staff
GREEN BAY
Stabbing suspect
in court today

The suspect in a multiple suib-bing incident is expected to make
his first appearance today in BrownCounty Circuit Court.The Green Bay man, 40, is ac-cused of stabbing and slashing
three men and two women during afight early Saturday at the Cannerybar. 319 N. Broadway.One victim Jchn Fonlaine, 62,remained in fair condition Sunday
night at St. Vincent Hospital. Theother four were treated and re-
leased after the incident, which
was reported at 12:04 a.m.Saturday.
QREEN BAY
Crossing
closing today

The railroad crossing on Dons-
man Street just west of the closed
Main Street bridge will itself be
closed for repairs this week, begin-
ning at 7 a.m. today.

All motorists wishing to get 10the Neville Public Museum and
other buildings east of the tracks
must use Museum Place from Wal-nut Street

The crossing is scheduled to be
reopened to traffic by 5 p.m.Friday.
BELLEVUE
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HANKING
Mellon tries to
block BNY deal

NFiW YORK — Mellon Bank
Corp. sought an injunction to block
Bank of New York Co.'s $22.9 bil-
lion unsolicited takeover bid, charg-
ing tlic company used inside infor-
mation gained from failed merger
negoliutions last year.

Mellon, in papers filed in U.S.
District Court in Pittsburgh, said
R ink of New York "misappropriated
confidential and non-public informa-
tion" gathered during merger talks
wiili Mellon that broke down in
December. It asked the court to block
Bank of New York from buying
Mellon shares.

Bank of New York called the suit
"groundless" and "a needless dis-
traction from the offer.

SETTLEMENTS
CoreStates will pay
feds $3.7 million

PHILADELPHIA — CoreStates
Fin;mci;il Torn c»iH It ••"" «•»•> *T 1

Fort James has cutexpenses since theFort Howard-JamesRiver merger
Bloomberg News

RICHMOND. Va. — Fort James
Corp.'s said First-quarter profit rose
26 percent as the nation's largest tis-
sue maker continued to reduce costs
following and prices for most of its
products rose.

The company, which makes
Brawny paper towels and Dixie
cups, said profit before charges rose
to S12/.2 million, or 55 cents a
diluted share, from $97.2 million, or
43 cents. The results matched the
average estimate of analysts sur-
veyed by IBES International Inc.

Fort James, formed in August
when James River Corp. acquired
Fort Howard Corp., has been lower-
ing costs by merging operations of
the two companies. It reduced thecost of making goods to 69.2 per-
cent of sales from 70.3 percent a

year earlier. Also, prices for its
retail tissue products rose as much
as 2 percent from a year earlier, said
spokeswoman Celeste Gunter.

"What's really going to be trc-growth engine is the tissue business,
and the results there were good,"
said Kathryn McAuley, an analyst
at Brown Brothers Harriman & Co.

The effort to combine the com-
panies is progressing as expected,
said Chairman and Chief ExecutiveMiles Marsh, who forecast "mean-
ingful year-over-year improve-
ments in the balance of the year."

Richmond, Va.-based Fort James
is also getting higher prices for
most of its products compared withyear-earlier lows, a trend that's has
boosted profit at most paper-prod-
ucts companies.

Earlier in the quarter, it
announced plans to boost prices for
its retail paper towel and tissue prod-
ucts in the U.S. by 4 to 6 percent,
which are now being implemented.

Operating profit at the North
American consumer products unit
rose to $214.4 million from $204.6
million on a slight decline in sales.

Price increases makeanother solid quarterpossible at P&G
Bloomberg New*

CINCINNATI — Procter &
Gamble Co.'s fiscal third-quarter
profit rose a bettcr-than-expected
9.1 percent as it raised prices for
Bounty paper towels, Charmin bath-
room tissue and popular brands.

The world's largest maker of
household products said net income,
rose to $961 million, or 65 cents a
diluted share, from $881 million, or
59 cents, in the year-ago period.
Revenue rose 1.3 percent to $8.88
billion to $8.77 billion.

The company raised prices 6 per-
cent to 10 percent on Charmin,
Puffs i >ues, and Era and Cheer
laundry detergent, among other
products. That boosted revenue and
the company Was able to increase
unit sales in North America by 1
percent. Competitors like Kimber-
ly-Clark Corp. quickly followed.

"Since most companies art
matching their prices, in the fourtl
quarter Procter & Gamble isn'
going to lose sales to lower-pricei
rivals," said Carol Warner,
Prudential Securities Inc. analys
who rates the stock a "buy."

Sales of individual products ros<
3 percent. Product sales were hui
because some competitors delayo
raising their prices for a month o
so, stealing some sales from P&G.

Earnings rose 36 percent 01
increases in unit volume, highe
margins and the sale of some mine
brands, the company said.

r
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Divided
parties try
to ward
off EPA
The possibility of anegotiated Fox Rivercleanup settlement stillexists

By Brian M. KeiMn

Last year, seven paper companiesidentified as potentially responsiblefor ~Hnting the Fox River were ne-
gc i with (be state toward a voJ-uni&i,; cleanup plan.

Soddcnly — and quite unexpec-
tedly — the U.S. Environmental Pro-tection Agency stepped in and said itmay dMgngt*. tne river as a Super-fond site.

Armed with rt"tt designation, thefederal government could clean theriver and bill the companies.
The state Department of Natural

Resources and the companies haveopposed the Soperfimd designation
for a variety of reasons — thrv sayit's too costly, too drawn out, toolikely to be bogged down in courtThe companies also claim the EPAis too bent on dredging the river to re-
move PCBs and other contaminants
buried deep in the sediment.

Bat with the EPA reportedly just afew weeks away from formally nomi-
nating the river for Superfund, thestate and the paper companies have
made no attempts to reach a voluntarysettlement and avoid the designator!.

H. Mire Lareon / Th» News-Chronicle
A CONTROVERSIAL CLEANUP IS M ORDER for the Fox River. Pictured is dredging equipment for per-
forming the delicate task of removing PCBs from the sediment resting on the river's bed.
Despite their joint disdain for thefederal intervention, the two sideshave not met to negotiate sinceNovember, said Dennis Hnltgrea ofAppleton Papers and Brace Baker of

the DNR."We got to a point where we madean offer for negotiations and left it op
to them,'' said Baker, deputy admini-strator for the DNR water division.

But Hultgren said be hopes a meet-ing can be held before Memorial Day.The paper companies' desire K>reach a negotiated settlement has notchanged—and a deal is still possibledespite the EPA's actions, he said."It's better to work it out coopera-
tively than (to) work it out in a ccur-trccm," Hultgren said.On that point, Baker agreed with

Hultgren.The EPA staff is expected to prop-ose the ri"er for Superfund listing byJune, with acceptance possible withina year.
The DNR is performing a back-ground Remedial InvestigationFeasibility Study, despite objections

from the C OIDpSDlCS tnflt W3O&CQ OVCT*sight on the- project That disagree-ment is one reason no negotiationshave been held, both suggested.
Yet, the parties' shared distaste forthe Superfund option begs the ques-tion: why haven't more talks beenheld?"I think it was more time (availa-bility) than anything else," Hultgren
Baker said perhaps the companies,

which have hired attorneys who spe-

cialize in Superfund cases, are not tot-ally opposed to the Superfund processor the information that can be gleaned
from it

Neither Baker nor Hultgren sug-gested a deal could be in place beforethe EPA proposes listing the FoxRiver, but said an agreement is possi-ble before any final decisions are
uiade.A "global" settlement would re-quire approval by the DNR, the seven
companies, the EPA, the U.S Fish &.Wildlife Service, another federal
agency and two American Indian
tribes.The "seven paper companies are
Appleton Papers, Fort James, U.S.Paper Mills, NCR, Wisconsin Tissue
iMills, PJL Glatfelter and Riverside
Paper.
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nerican Indian I Construction of cm-land facilities
for drying and treating the muckdredged from the river will begin in
late August, with actual sediment re-moval planned for September or Oc-tober, Fitzpatrick said.
Tte DNR is still looking fora place

to dispose of the material once it is re-moved. Requests for proposals willbe sent out within a week to an arealandfill operators.
Because the. material will bedredged hydraulicaDy, it will beheavy with -vater. Thus, the soil willbe dried to make transportation andstorage easier and less expensive."WeTlbepnttingwater back in theriver that's cleaner than the river it-self," Fitzpaoick said.
As more details are finalized, tbepobfic win be kept informed. The dis-closure process begins with meetingsnext month.
At those meetings DNR represen-tatives wfll present afl of the informa-tion the department has. including theschedule and diagrams of the process.Dates and locations have not been fi-nalized, although one meeting wfll be

held in Green Bay, Fitzpatrick said.
The work in Kimberly will be atwhat's known as Deposit N, near

Sunset Park. Tbe Green Bay workwifl be at Deposit 56-57, near tbe FortJames Broadway miU.
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n's discussion of race prob-
jnth, ongoing initiative oo-
ly very well turn out to be

•end highlights and accom-
tng his eight yean in office.
considered by many to be
lent white politician since

hope that the children of today can lead the
way to a colorblind future.

The fight for civil rights is far from over.
The battle did not begin, nor does it contin-
ue, in vain. -

Grew Bay

Truth hidden about PCBs
Strange how a "weakacknowledgement thatperhaps there is some-thing to the .concerns

about' PCBs in the FoxRiver ' results in "theDepartment of NaturalResources promptlybowing out of sponsoringa public health forumscheduled for Aprfl 27.Surety some political
TTing* were |Wllf*. for-mer evidence for thosestffl doubting whether the£ovcnUif s f*fti wftn'imof the DNR and the pub-Ik intervenor's office has

had any negative effects.
The free presentationis soil on, thanks to theQean Water ActionCouncil, Sierra dub andothers. Everyone is wel-come to attend. It isscheduled for 7 p-m.April 27 at Liberty HaH

800 Bsenbower Drive,Kimberly. .Come and hear aboutthe threats PCBs pose tohynufi hfnl*. informa-tion others may not want
you to hear.

in LUC icxx*.Thegov
in the fall,;
taxprogracThatwilsay.becaust
protections i

Agoodgkeeping me £
to pay for ne>. Thegenenwork doublesrowed moneythe bonds are!- Moftimpoi
the revenue strwould allow thdo major thing!

A cany-over
in office in the
ernment's finarrecession hit. Ustate governmerYet many of
since that time Cagain. To them,'

PommrscouPMS Room. Stale

People's Forum
,QreanBayAttend PCB meeting

NEENAH—Strange how a weakacknowledgement that perhaps there iasomething to the concerns about PCBa inthe Fox River results in the Department ofNatural Resources promptly bowing out ofsponsoring the public health forum sched-uled for Monday, April 27.
Surely some political strings werej>ulled;further evidence for those still doubting

whether the governor's restructuring ofDNR and the public intervenor has had anynegative effects. -
The free presentation is still on, thanks tothe Clean Water Action Council, Sierra

Club and others. Everyone is welcome toattend; Liberty Hall in Kimberly on April

27 at 7 p jn. Come and hear aboutflie healththreats that PCBs pose to human health;
information others may not want you to

• ""'• - - Thomas Kees,Ne«nah
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THF BAY NEWS-CHRONICLE LOCAL Friday, Iremains quiet on fox cleanup front
Fox River cleanupsettlement talks havenot been held sinceNovember and noneare scheduled

By Brian M. Kertiln
Tim Naws-Chrontcte

volve all of the interested parties, ithas been dubbed a "globalagreement.
If reached, the deal would likelyoutline cleanup procedures and whowould pay for it *
But a deal has not been reached andno new talks are scheduled, saidBrace Baker, deputy administrator of

the division of water for the state De-partment of Natural Resources."We are still hopeful there's a

I
Brace Baker

DNFTt water dNMon. on hopM of wiling out of court

Ixss than two weeks before a slate -
iposed deadline, a global agreement
clean up the Fox River appears n.v_,.xu ..«,"~"T ~!*~,—r-~»- - w««« Baker said. We are becoming morepessimistic on the chance, however."Mark Reimer, an attorney for FortJames Corp., said no talks have beenheld for several weeks

The Feb. 1 deadline is somewhatarbitrary, however,

ghly unlikely.
'Hie slnic, three federal agencies,
u American Indian tribes and seven
per companies have been ncgotiat-
; a possible settlement to initiate
cr cleanup. Because the talks in-
"~"~" '-"-OT

may not mean much. The deadlinewas set last year when a $10 millionpledge by the paper companies tow-ard a demonstration cleanup projectwas announced.
The US. Fish A Wildlife Servicemay proceed with a Natural Resour-ces Damage Assessment, althoughpreliminary studies will not be doneuntil later (his year.
The U.S. Environmental Protec-tion Agency, or BPA, is considering

federal Superfund process, but its
work is in its early stages.An agreement could have stoppedboth the assessment and the Super-fund process, but now both will prob-ably • continue full-steam ahead,Baker said.

All of the parties involved had saidthey wanted a negotiated deal so mo-ney could be spent on cleanup insteadof lawyers.

happen with this," Baker said.
On a related subject, an EPA deci-

sion about who will perform a keypreliminary decision for a Superfund
cleanup has not been finalized.

The EPA and DNR announced tiiestate will perform the Remedial In-vestigation Feasibility Study, instead
of the seven paper companies. Thecompanies, however, have appealed
the decision. BPA Administrator
Carol Browner has not issued a rul-ing, although adeclsion is expected in
the next few weeks, sakl Jim Hahncn-
berg of the EPA.The seven paper companies arc
Fort James, U.S. Paper Mills, River-side Paper, NCR, P.M. Olatfclter, Ap-
plcton Papers and Wisconsin Tissue
Mills.
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Feds seek feedbackrfoî  Fox River plan
Bird embryos, eggs ^and fish would beexamined (or pollutionlevels under a federalplan

ny Dilan' M. Kerhln
Tlto News-Chronicle

Public comments arc being sought
about a federal agency's plan lo do

--mure study on Uie Pox River.'* TbcU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service(USF&WS) is working on a NaturalResources Damage Assessment todetermine the extent of damagecaused lo the Fox River and GreenDay by pollution discharged by sevenpaper companies.Some studies have already been
completed. Out now, the USF&WS is
considering informing several more

studies, according . lo Iho Federal
Register.Tlw public has until (lie end of Ja-nuary to comment about Urn proposedstudies. ••Among lire new work planned;• Collection of walleye for as-sessment of fish health;.
• Determination of contaminantconcentrations-in waterfowl lUsucs;• Determination of contaminant

~ -concentrations iti'iree-swallow eggs;• Dclcnnliuition of PClfiojiciiy
. to Forstcr's lem embryos; •'. '• Evaluating the navigation andtransportation 5 - rvice problems asso-: cialed with .PCS contamination;• •. Measurement of PCD concent-rations in fish and birds on the Oncidareservation, and associated culturaldamage. ' :

Through the assessment, the

USF&WS could make companiesdeemed responsible for lltc damagepay to restore the ecosystem and re-pay the public for lost use because ofthe damage. The studies are expectedlo bo completed by the end of 1998..Tlw seven companies are FortJames, U.S. Paper Mills, RiversidePaper. P.H. Glatcfcltcr, NCR, Apple-
ton Papers and Wisconsin TissueMills.

FYl
OPINIONS WANTED— Requests lor copies ol the newplan should be made lo FrankHorvalh. U.S. Ftoh & WHdMeService. Region 3 (ATTN: Es/EC-NltOA). BMW Federal Budding, 1Federal, Fl. Snelling MN55111-4096.--Public comments aboul the planshould bo submitted before Jan. 29to II ie same address.
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COooPublic will ha^e say on Fox cleanup
Cleanup and disposalmethods top the listof public concerns forthe Fox River

" " ^By Brian M. Kertrin
The New»-Chronld»

Ilicrc will bo more chances for
public input as the Pox River cleanup
process continues, government offi-
cials say.

At a recent public update meeting— hosted by the state Department ofNatural Resources, U.S. Environ-mental Protection Agency, US. Fishand Wildlife Service and throe othergovernment agencies—people com-plained •bout the lack of opportunityto give their input..
Apparently the government agen-cies got the message.There will bo more opportunity for

public comment soon, said Dri Bill,
community relations specialist for theEPA.

One of the main targets of critic-ism, said Bruco Baker, deputy admi-nistrator for the DNR's water divi-
sion, agrees there has been a lack of
input, but said many of the com-
plaints slrm from how slowly thecleanup process is talking.

> "I think people should be frus-
trated and they need to keep demand-
ing that things be done morequickly," he said:

The slate and federal agencies arenegotiating with seven paper compa-
nies that have been held responsible'

FYI
INPUTAn update of the Fox River cleanupprocess Is scheduled for 7 p.m.Dec. 9. A general comment periodIs slated tor the end ol the meeting.The next day from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.a general comment period with offi-cials from six government agenciesIs scheduled. Both meetings will beat Apple Creek Inn.

for polluting the Fox River, .espe-cially with PCBs.The nature of those talks mums thepubHc will not be invited to the table.Bill sakJ. but the agencies wig lookfor other ways to get more publicinput. 'For example, at that hearing, aquestionnaire asking for opinions ab-out various subjects was distributed.The result? Concerns about whatcleanup methods will be <tscd andhow the sediment will be disposed of
topped the list of items people wanted. more information aboutBill said the questionnaire illus-trates the problem \M agencies havebeen grappling with.Specific details about cleanup anddisposal methods, and the associatedcosts, won't be known until after the
Remedial Investigation and Feasibil-
ity Study (RIPS) is completed.

Because the EPA has few details, itis reluctant to ask for public comment
now. Normally, the public input per-iod occurs after a specific cleanup

method is chosen, Bill said.But, given the public's desire to'. comment, the timoline for input has
• been moved up.At the next update meeting De. 9.a general comment period will beadded to the end of the session. Thenext night, the public can speak to of-ficials from the various agencies at anopen house. •' .The regular public hearings builtinto the BPA's Superfund processwill still be held, said EPA projectmanager Jim Hahnenberg: • '.''.•Meanwhile, (Se US. Fish andWildlife Service nas its own processunderway through the Natural Re-sourcca' Damage AssessmentA cleanup method would be re-commended after the RIPS, but a fi-nal dcctofon won't bo made until aftera public hearing.The RTFS is an example where thegovernment wants to act, but thepaper companies are arguing for morestudy. Public pressure could helpspeed up the study. Baker said.. He also credited the EPA and Fishand Wildlife Service for being opento changes in the process, because
federal agencies don't always reachout for as much public involvement

The DNR loses trust and credibility
with citizens the longer the pro- <sdrags on. But the DNR represents uie
people at the table and it has to bo em-
powered to act — and that is belterthan leaving (ho cleanup to. the papercompanies, BaKcr said.Also, the state has had a longer his-tory with the project than the out-of-———-.„-_.__.__.__. . . ._ ._

state federal agencies.
"We have a lot of insigluimo peo-

ple's thinking on the Pox River,"
Baker said i

Meanwhile, the clock is licking
toward the Feb. 1 deadline for aglobal settlement — a concern ex-pressed by people at the public.
hearing. .

The six government agencies are '
jointly negotiating with the seven <
paper companies to try to strike a deal |that outlines cleanup procedures and Idefines who would pay .for, it I

• People want a chance to have input I-before any settlement deal is |
Hataenterg and Baker said bey-1ond the general comment* accepted at |the Dec. 9 and 10 meetings, the agen-cies probably will not ask for specific !input on.the global agreement
However, if a settlement isreached, it is likely to be a general .framework for cleanup and not in-clude specific details. The entire

proposed pact would be subject to
public review, Baker said.

And, Once specific parts arc ready
to be implemented — like choosing acleanup method — more public hear-
ings Will be held. Hahnenberg said.

The seven paper companies arc
Fort James (through its acquisition of
Fort Howard). U.S. Paper Mills,Riverside Paper, P.H. Glalfelter,
NCR, Appleton Papers and Wiscon-
sin Tissue Mills.
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\*rtV| {JUVLittle progress
doxon pooptoattended MI updateietaion about Fox Riverctoanup Tuesday nl£M

A Feb. 1 deadline for a nego-tiated global agreement for clea-nup of the Pox River could comeand go — but two federal effortswould still continue.Representatives of three federalagencies, two Indian tribes and theWisconsin Department of NaturalResources gave an update Tuesdayon river restoration process to ab-out three dozen people gathered atBrown County Library.Many of the public comments,some of which reflected increasingfrustration with the lack of actualcleanup to date, urged the agenciesto keep the process open, moving—and out of the hands of the papercompanies.Those government agencies areworking with seven n^per compa-nies deemed potentially responsi-ble for polluting the river withPCBs and other chemicals.

The state has set a Feb. 1 dead-line to get a "global agreement"with all of the parties involved toimplement and pay for cleanup.Brace Baker of the DNR wouldnot divulge specific details on thestatus of those negotiations."If we were close to an agree-ment, I could speak more to it," hesaid.A representative of the papercompanies has said it is unlikely anagreement will be reached.The deadline apparent];' is anarbitrary one, because the: federalactions underway wont be doneuntil after Feb. 1.Jim Hahnenberg, project mana-ger fortheU.S. Environmental Pro-tection Agency, said the evaluationof the Fox River to add it to theSuperfund list will NS done inJanuary.After that, a Remedial Investiga-tion and Feasibility Study wfflbedone to evaluate cleanup options.The EPA is currently negotiatingwith the seven companies on whowill pay for the study. Anothermeeting on the topic is scheduledfor today.The study could be completed by

the end of next year, at whkh timea public hearing would be held onthe recommendation before clea-nup methods are selected, Hah-nenberg said.At the same time, the US. Fishand Wildlife Service Is working onits Natural Resources Damage As-seoment, said the afencyTDavtdAlien.The overall plan should be fin-ished by tiie end of next year, hesaid.No decisions have made on clea-nup methods, several officials havesaid.Still, the DNR's Bob Paulsonsaid landfilling the PCBs tends toprovide the greatest security at thelowest cost while getting the conta-minants out of the river.
Although finding such a disposalsite may be a problem, there hasbeen interest from the private sec-tor, Paulson said.Paulson also presented detailson two demonstration cleanup pro-jects being planned for next sum-mer. One is located at Fort James'Broadway mill, the site of thehighest-known PCB concentrationin the river.

Parkway fumkaiser picks up steam
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agree*? .- :C5: ,~ ; - ffad a 'Remedial Investigation

" TroAmerinmftidl,ed to pay
--- ———_»M«M9iiae, . . - . • • - - • - . . . • • state; USF4WS, aJfinf-wifli.twole same companies other fed^aanefti ~tte En-jK&jftw- 2ws » - ' • " • » ***** uic films:tofcotthebill,

_, -, wtui. iwo portitse£! same companies other federal aflndw —ffie En- panies toay for a cleanup Tironmehtal Protactiaa '-Agency, have agree _ —,leasiDUity report, ratherttan be- a^^NattaudOcaanlcand At- Hultgren said. . •..- -••ing bifed for it later on by a diffe- mospherTe'AdnimJtttetlca.-^- are .The study is not expected to berent federal agency - all trustees of th« faiumues fliaf done for more than a year,Hie first issue is a possible law^/h87* >»«jttmajMi,fr -.?£.•-'. ^^howerov " _ - - • • . ' • - -suitbytaeU.S.Flsh&Wi]dlifeSer- ^e continue to mate progress. ""vice" against the companies.'Cur- We've met with thejitate and tribes
rentiy, the USF&WS and the com- and other ftdanl'-afmdes. Our - tn—— «»iu reacmng an. overallpanies are in their third tolling' positions as trustees are getting agreement by the Feb. 1 deadline,agreement in which the agency closer^-Hartwig sakL .. - - '-:•-•-•• HoBgrett said. ; -agreestodelayfllingthesultltex- * The grrcp of six agencies preyl-'-'nie seven companies are Fortpores next week. . ousiy announced they want a deal James (formerly Fort Howard),A comprehensive deal wilT not in place by Feb. 1. ff no deal is U.S.PaperaOD* Ami.*— «——,Jwdonanv«»•—•--rn«rt—— »-m-- - i . - -A»—- • - • • • -•agreement
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The Fox River and bay cfGreen Bar aavs been in thenews t fiir bit of late, whatwith decisions at (he federallevel and rta the courts thatovartmaed plans by fie localt to "clean up"setibnente in theRenard Is-dredgeFox and toland withspoilt _ _IB i if1*1!!*!], area enviroo-mentalisti "ft ag»to 5pgreproven right and the "good ofSon" of the local establishmenttat egfon their taees.TDIU. .TDIU.S. EflviroHTp**!*"! Pro-tection Agency (Î SAi (many got
tries and the ftatt Departmentof Natoral Romans — whoquaintly eaH*d themselves the•Tbz River Coalition- — winmbyte earn out a so-called"dean up1* of On contaminatedsediments, and It dedded tomice the isne of getting at theImmense problem in the river

*yv_ nw _ SIS?*̂ *̂BY TEE The original cleanups en theFas and other waUn weren'tachieved by TuBmg it op withthe perpetrators of pollution —
and sittin( aroand a table while

OUHXCRS

•fcel-food" netted of flu FRCto waste more time, the EPA is

now eoBsidermg ft* tower FoxRiver tar Sopertsnd status soas to expedite a cleanup. Hieagencr want wining to acceptthe%mautntka projects"and other tooetptoly notionsthat (he FRC was {bisonf as
made Its deasSo^at the behestof ]0cal enTiroQSiental (uuups.Tieri was no "eairot-and-sdcT appneeh to the FBCs di-recflon, jrtucb was Ib atal
to ttie- ConsefTattre ^ff^nifH*1*and cmrent Political Comet-ness, poflnttnj entities only
l&ere is a plan "^ a timetabletpechien those goals. la otherwords, when ftey are (breed todo so.

were dene by settingto be actteicd and timetablesto achicft them.
Cf cuiuse. ftat happenedback m flw days when the DNBwas not a noBtieaUT-manlpnlahid amcy as it 1s to-day. when the agency had SOB*backbone. Todtyettucn and •groups ha* to dowhatQteagency shoold be doing (or thesake of •»•"»"•; np the rtw.Tbe Besardbbmd Issoe also

^f^ Qn fyf ffcat eOVir*Jisti knew that of which
f*'^ yon

and all e wefl. Bat (he
Rcnud Isbod iflHM ftnp*yftat«d tint ttonodds fbr dte-soiled oxygen oontenti used by
were flawed, and tin* tbe ex> •

passion cf Heoard was halted.ta cue gees over the historyof the lower bay cf Green Bayand the Fox Hirer, one thinsbecomes painflilly dearWhenever a tnssle arisesbetween ikon wbo wtsh to al-tar and degrade the ouality ofthe rim and bay ana thosewho wish to protect and pre-sent, the latter end op beingshown to be correct •UK flntn| of the former Aft-huon Mara, untested loudlyback in_thel5osby the lOiiof fte Biuwu Coon^ ConserfA-tion AIII«HM> and the &M&Bay Dock Hunten Association.has been a waste of icsuuiuesand taipeyer money. The bestfreshwater atazsh m ttie GreatÎ SJH regloA wis cuuwlcd intoan Tndnftrlal inui" whose soil
saofls overlaybvaD bet of loondoo-doo. Mb BMUitlH ht its rightmmi4 vonld locate there.nfheeaib 1980s, the estab-lishment m Green Bay wantedto flu ta the Tank Farm"maah on the west side of theFox Btrar for a railroad spar.BntxoBmtttaUstsinotested.andthe Anny Corps

denied the -emit required Udebase the manh. In the endnew route for the rail spur w{bond, one that was cheaper tboild tnd enrirannientallybenigiLAnd on and on. B would b«nice if the **^^ii^hm^pt QGreen Bay and Browu r- în^ywould swallow (heir pride andaccept ttie fact that they harebeen wrong in their approach)to dealnc wifli acttrtty IB thetower Fox Rim and the bay <Gnefl- Bay. TaspayBn1 moneywould be sa^dand the localemironment would be health^tf we listened to the eonsem-
tiOO flia *•**»*****•*-LJILL I COtrather than to the

Bnt we donl For whateverreason, we have it fixed ta ourbeads that moee groups Oat ojcnte on small budgets butvolutes of energy and
fooly. And we l--^Beve that the estat
with your tax money and min»ir» rightYcTbistory, If examined ob-jectively, sfaowt the opposite to

be true.' Wto-we teep wantiajtto believe 6oee who havewilted oar tax doDan aodoestroyed our local environmentboggSMflM mtr>< As tbe EngJ-tonttto ones sang, * . . . when •win taey ever laanT
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f The Green Bay

Locally owned and operated for and about the people of Northeast Wisconsia
^

Local pfffcialsproiTipteFoxIfoi'

. .

Renardexpansion
oxrfta Itvtit an ndBdmt

Hrfcfca •.!>•*•

E xpansion of Renard Isle may notproceed, an administrative lawjudge ruled Monday.In a Zt-page decision. Judge JeffreyBoldt said concerns about water qual-ity an legitimate and reason enough to. stop the project to add dredged mate-rial to the man-made island and in-crease its size.Reactions, predictably, were muted.Few people, however.had reviewed theentire decision as ofMonday afternoon,when it was mailed to the parties from
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Q A new committee 'will work on a plan toclean up the Fox River
By Nick Wood
Cliromcl* ReporterA comprehensive plan to cleanup toxic sediments in the FoxRiver could be finalized by Feb. 1following an agreement by state,federal and tribal governments toend a turf war over who shouldlead the cleanup effortAt a Friday news conference InGreen Bay, representatives of theWisconsin Department of NaturalResources, US. Fish and WildlifeService, U.S. Environmental Pro-tection Agency, National Oceanicand Atmospheric Administration,the Menominee Tribe and theOnelda Tribe announced the for-mation of a committee made up ofone representative from each unitto oversee cleanup of the river.The Lower Fox River/Green Bay/Lake Michigan Environment Man-agement Committee was created topool government resources andmerge three current cleanup ac-tions - USF&WS's Natural Re-sources Damage Assessment,

USEI'A's Superfund listing andWDNR's voluntary Fox River Coal-ition — Into one.The speed of the cleanup nowdepends partly on how well thepeople on the committee worktogether, and partly on the.wiillng-ness of the seven potentially re-sponsible paper companies towork with the committee, said BillHartwlg, director of USF&WS Reg-Ion 3. Minneapolis. ."Although the issues are com-plex, I believe the agreement weare about to sign win enable thegovernment parties to worktogether to make sure the responsi-ble parties clean up the resourcedamage, compensate the public forits lost resource values, and con-tinue to maintain a strong localeconomy," Hartwig said.Dave Ullrich, acting director ofUSEPA's Region 5 Office, Chicago,satU the agreement will "substan-tially advance the process of get-ting cleanup."Despite skepticism over theEPA's use of the Superfund law tospeed up cleanup, Ullrich said heIs firmly convinced It will lead to afaster and better solution.

Committee members
Committee members to restore the Fox Wwerore: George Moyer.

acthg retfond acMrtShator of the US. Envlonmentd Protection
of Wteonsh; Apescfihdcwat. chdmnoh of the Menomhee IndanTrtbe of Wteordrv and John Ihcto/. of the Naltond Oceanic and

DNR Secretary George Meyer,who In the past has said the FoxRiver should not tie a SuperAindsite, said the Superfund processcould be avoided If the committeecan come to an agreement for long-term, comprehensive cleanup andrestoration of the river."I hope we do not have to list thisasaSuperfundslte.Ifwecan(deve-lop a plan) collaboratively by theend of January. I think we canavoid a lot of the long process."Realistically, even with the moststreamlined process, It will be at

least two years before they moveany mud. Meyer said.
There are an estimated 00,000pounds of polychlorlnated bi-phenyls (PCBs) In the sediment ofthe Fox River between Lake Wln-nebago and the Green Day.
The state has identified sevenpaper companies — Fort Howard,PJS. .Glatfelter Co, NCR Corp.,Riverside Paper Corp., UJS. PaperMills Corp., and Wisconsin TissueMills—as potentially responsiblefor much of the contamination.
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y Opinions differ on
wliHtlier l-PA Involvement
will hasten 01 damperolioits to c'dan up the
Fox Rlvnr

Hy Nlult Wooil
{Jow^Cliroiilcla ReporterCivcn the current political cli-mate in the slnle, federal involve-inonl is Hie best way to ensure<|iiick cleanup of the lower FoxKivor, according to Hmily (Jrccn,policy .specialist willi the Sierra
Club.

The Sierra Club Thursdaypraised the U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency's decision to at-Icinpl to nccclcralc cleanup of theriver by placing it on the Suner-fuiid list of hazardous Waste sites."We believe that federal involve-ment through Superfund at this

point is realfy the sort of stick that'bgoing to get the (cleanup) processmoving," Green Raid.Out Al Toma, director of environ-mental affairs for Fort HowardCorp., said it is too early to knowwhat effect the EPA's decision willhave on the cleanup process.
"Thin IB just another bureaucra-tic process which/quite frankly, atleast based on history, would leadone to believe it has the potentialto lengthen the (cleanup) process,"he said. vUntil now, the cleanup has beenhandled through voluntary cooper-ation between the Wisconsin De-partment of Natural Resources(DNR) and the Fox River Group(FRG), a coalition of seven pulp• and paper companies thought to beresponsible Tor much of thepollution.Hut Green and others have ques-

tioned the commitment of the FRGand DNR to reach a quick solutionWithout some prodding from thefederal government."We believe the (voluntary pro-cess) has been fairly easy on the re-sponsible parties,"' Green said,"many people would not argue thatthe DNR is fairly politicized rightnow, and the lack of progress doesnot do anything to reassure us thatthey really want to clean up theriver."
Toma said the FRG and the DNRfelt they were making good prog-ress toward cleanup, given the "ex-traordinarily complex" nature ofthe situation., It Is extlmated there are 00,000pounds of polychlorinated bi-phenyls (FCDs) in a 39^mile stretchof the river. In addition to (he sevenFRG companies, several munici-palities and waslwater treatment

facilities have contributed to thepollution. The estimated cost to re-move the toxic sediments has var-ied widely, from$100 million on theextreme low end to more than $1billion.Toma said It is not right to char-acterize the voluntary process ns away to postpone an inevitablepayout"We've said all along that we rec-ognize that we're part of the prob-lem and that we definitely have tobe part of the solution," Toma said."We entered into an agreementwith the state in good faith. Wehave provided funds. We have setup a mechanism to move forwardon this process. At least until yes-terday we were moving forward ina manner which made an awful lotof sense."Brace Baker, head of the DN R'swater division, could not bereached ,for comment Thursday.

air~n\ Ca5" p.m. Baluri\ay,.hasbeen pushed back a week lo
June 28.CNN was In Denmark andGreen Bay Wednesday. June 11to profile Tlie News-Chronicle.The show is a week behindschedule because it waspreempted by developments inthe Oklahoma City bombingcase.
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Ths Greta Bay

Locally owaed and operated for and about the people of ft

JUMPSIN FOX
• Bypassing the state of Wisconsin, thefederal agency to stepping In to acceleratecleanup of the Fox River

•yMckWoed
ft aying the state's voluntary approach has not led to% any actual cleanup of pollution in the lower Foz\J River 'he U.S. F—^ronmental Protection Agencysaid Wednesday it will speed up the process by addingthe river to its Superftmd list of hazardous waste areas.In a letter to Gov. Tommy Thompson seeking his

Brown CountyUniversity Aven

Tim Cochart walks pastamound of shredded tires We
At the end of this month, a stat*flnanced programAll tired out \

a A state program to reclaim tires ends -|wHh concern about whether the-public wffl 5'
foflow te toad and recycle on Us own ____
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Mixedreviews
for EPA

H lwp»hop** tlw EPA'*) nwv*spurt the

The prospect of a quicker cleanup Tor the Fox River drew praliefrom some, cautious optimism fromothers.Rebecca Katen, executive di-rector of the Clean Water ActionCouncil (CWACX was pleasantlysurprised by the U.S. EPA1* an-nouncement that It want! to put thelower Fox River on III Superfundlist of haiardoui watte sites.•This Is aomelhlng we've waited10 yean for," Katen said. "We'revery glad the EPA ha* decided tostep In after all Ihe delays."Knten ami Ihe CW AC have beencritical of the slow progress madeto date by the state and the PoxRiver Group (KRG), a coalition of•even paper companies thought Inbe responsible for polluting theriver.This Is very direct action," thetald. "Essentially It's saying thestnte to taking loo long."Kalen has long believed the I •?<lowerFoxRlvershouldbeaSuper- Ifffund site. She compared the Fox to —Ihe Ixwe Canal toxic waste dump InNew York stale wtth - J— —-

FR6 says moveis disappointing
_^_ . m. medial Project Manager Jim Heh-FOT tnm »>••» »* »«Se* "(Kb we dont really fee.upport of the action. EfA Arttag S cowpwheiiriv, clejjnup ontheBSwSSBwE SHtF^1^cr«*a. M-.HJSU^ fiSfi •«?««>«UP'?I«;,__t,,̂ î.- a woer Uontolh«U.S.FM>*jWlkllMe8er-ote Hee1* Natural Retounei DaaMge> n o t AiMt»ment (NRDA) proceai. r t eCvnwHiiiwu- nu* ».«>%r>A _ _ > _ j«-_- _ _••>•«.« —— _^.

with UM BPA-i daeMon.

declilon It .«.u"rrioVK

Thompwn. "We believe we're on

for "•»«'••«

Thompwn. "We believe we're on cenraetthe right tract EPA action would My. the Buperlund procor allowisteer us off course dramatically." the government to dp "» =««>UPThe Fox RlverOroup(FRO), a eo- Brit. Own decide who Is reeponet-
allllon of tevan paper companies Me for payment
thought to l>e responsible tor much-

from ftTW.rd,"ll.hneneb.rgToday's announcemmt uvw ..,,,the EPA show* the federal govern- ™10-. . L ^ . • . .,meat prefers process over prog- But although the Buperfund lawreas "said Cliff Bowers, FRO gives EPA broad power* to clean•pokesma.i and an employee at up the river, the Intent to not to beFort Howard Paper Corp. heavy-handed, Hahnenberg Mid.-
Bowers said the EPA'* an- .________,———————.anr given ' - - -—•—1_ I

iltted $10_„_..—tnt to ---that the FRO hasUiai me rnu an ««.„...„-_ T—million to begin tejloratlon of Iheriver and't develop a plan for the
cleanup.Other MtO members are Apple-Ion Papers, P.H. Otatfelter Co,NCR Corp, Riverside Paper Corp,U A PaperMllls Corp. and Wiscon-sin Tissue Mills, Inc. , ._,ButEPAoffldaltsaythatwhllea iSSiZ- —————«.i———«t__J I lukmtoU

ment) —tor§ §ald> "TltTsald all parlies concernedMeanwhile. Congressman Jay agree that the river needs to be'ohnson, D-Qreeri Bay, has been cleaned up as soon as possible. It can be good."
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use. .more direct, claiming the DN~R is ICO years — is unacceptaWater fight with
j _ • • . . . j |B • / • • • • •tribe not finished
• Both the tribe andarea nunlcipslties expectcourt battles to continueover whoU control waterojuafity on the old Oneidareservation

By Ray
Environmental ProtectionAgency's withdrawal of agree-ments for the Oneida Tribe of In-dians to regulate water quality onits historic resemtton land—andthe EPA's prior agreement to do so— will still face court fights.Oneida Chairwoman DeborahDoztator said Wednesday the tribewill oppose the withdrawal andcontinue, to press for a courtdecision. ' --. So will area municipalities op-posed to Oneida control, accordingto Hobart Chairman LenTeresinskL"Our thinking is what we've beentold by oar lawyers—to resolve thesuit because we're spent an Ibismoney already," he said.In January, the EPA granted

**+• • utaia m^t AM A mtmtmff i*tmimmm WAMUfaiuiient-as-xtate^ stains pro-vided under the Clean Water Actfor the Oneidas and three otherWisconsin tribes, allowing them toset and enforce water-quality roleson their reservations.Nationwide, about 150 agree-ments have been made with tribeson —ource nt_ .ement, includ-ing !̂ for conbviling water quality.Some states have foudxt themoves, but none as aggressively asWisconsin, where five state Depart-ment of Justice and others filedmultiple lawsuits seeking to over-turn agreemenisthey see as an hvftingement on state power to con-trol public waters.Under pressure of the lawsuits.

the EPA withdrew the agreementsfor the Oneida tribe and the Lac duFlambeau band of Chippewa In- .dians Tuesday and asked that thelawsuits be dismissed,In seeking dismissal, EPA la-wyers sai± "Certain documentsfiled in this case contain state-ments which may not be completeor ftuTy accurate, or may have bad-
State attorneys recently told feecourts they suspected some docu-iiifots purportedly used hi reach-ing the agreements with the tribesactually were prepared after thedecisions were already made.Doxtator said Oneida lawyershad not seen mose documents."What's happened here is thefederal authorities ate hi fan re-treat," said James Haney, spokes-man for Attorney General JamesDoyle. "That's why we intend to op-pose file motion to dismiss. We willa andto rule on the merits of
Teresinski iP»1d th* pursuit of alocal lawsuit is not amsed at thetribe so much as at the EPA."Hie way (Ehe EP*) pursued it

local <i»i«iiinnTlto€the tribes themselves," hesaid. "Beany, the EPA'i atfautt in&iswhotething.We'renotblamingthe tribes or anyone else. Irt justunfortunate government agendesarent more responsive."The state 'awsutt against meEPA in the Lac du Flambeau caseIs before U.S. District Judge Bar-bara Crabb ofMadison; me Oneidacase is before UJS. District JudgeCharles devert of Milwaukee.Doxtator said the tribe was "ab-solutely outraged* by me EPA's

Two to 1
', • Amado Servais tJesse Sanchez wfll s 'trial for their allegedIn the stabbing dealt (Jeffrey Neosh )__ -.. >
By Brian H. Kerhb • 'H^^^-

Two GreenBaymenanegfdered anofher man to stab ."Neosh wfll stand trial on hacharges, a court commisruled Wednesday. :Amado Serrals, 20, 17George St, and Jesse Sand1177E. Walnut St, wfll ente

The

Associated Press contributedreport ".

! yet to be schedulr: -. *"peen Bay man acot • - ~*Btaffir stabbing V[ woundmg Damon Sch*Shane Gressel, U77E. Wahnis currently undergoing a ctency examination. Gressftraignment wfll be held aftpsychiatric review is campIn me decision, Brown tCourt Commissioner Lav
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LOCAL/STATE COCO00-Oo*DNR rapped at Fox cleanup hearing
H Ono way or another,
the federal governmentwill see to It the Fox
River Is cleaned up, an
official says

y Brian M. Kerhln
•WB-Chrnnlcl* R*port»rPublic skepticism of the Wiscon-n T)ep;ulinont of Natural Resour-•s r.in Iml and hcnvy Wednesdayiriiigtlisciisslon of n possible FoxIvcr cleanup process.The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-o Is considering filing a NaturalI'sourors Damage Assessment, orUDA, auainst seven paper com-uilcs 11 says caused PCB-based'Million Those companies would• liable for restoring the envlron-ont and compensation for lost•o.

The federal agency Is leading theassessment effort, but negotiationsInvolving the state and other trus-tees continue, said Fish and Wild-life Service regional director Wil-liam Hartwlg. About 100 people at-tended an Informational forum atthe Brown County Central Librarysponsored by the service.Tom Erdman. a field biologistwho has worked on the river andthe waters of the Green Bay, criti-cized the DNR for wanting to be In-volved now when it allowed theproblem to get this bad.Steve Abltz, president of CleanWater Action Council, a local en-vironmental group, said "we needthe NRDA more than ever" be-cause he believes the state wants tostop the process to force a cleanup.Curt Anderson of Green Bay wasmore direct, claiming the DNR Is

"honeycombed with corruption"by working for the paper compa-nies, not the public.Hartwlg said the Fish and Wild-life Service wants to work out adeal between the state and papercompanies. Money should be spenton cleaning up the 40 tons of PCBsleft In river sediment—not for altorneys.he said.The Fish and Wildlife Servicehas agreed not to file the NRDA un-til at least June 1 to allow negotia-tions to continue. A deal probablywont be done by then, but Hartwlgsuggested the filing moritoriumwill continue past then.If a deal cant be struck, Hartwigsaid, the Pith and Wildlife Servicewill not hesitate to proceed: leav-ing Fox River cleanup to MotherNature--which wouldtakeat least100 years — Is unacceptable, he

said.The seven potentiallyble parties — Fort HowardUS. Paper Mills Corp, RlveiPaper Corp- NCR. Appleton Pap-ers Inc. Wisconsin Tissue Millsand P.H. Glatfelter Co. — dldntpublicly comment at the meeting.Afterward, however, DennisHultgren of Appleton Papers saidhe's convinced a cooperative ap-proach is better.While the paper companies are"easy targets" for the Fish andWildlife Service, Hultgren said,the seven firms have worked suc-cessfully with the state, forging anInterim deal to clean up the river.In fact, despite criticisms bysome, the DNR has a deal and apledge for a $10 million paymentfrom the companies for cleanupprojects next year at selected sites.

That's something the federal gov-ernment cant say, Hultgren said.As for the NRDA Itself, David Al-ien oflhe Fish and Wildlife Servicesaid the planning process will con-tinue for about another 18 months—hopefully concluding by the endof 1008. After that any federalgovernment-directed cleanupwould start, although the state orcompanies may Initiate cleanup on• their own.No decisions on cleanupmethods or cost estimates havebeen made, and won't be deter-mined until the end of 1998, Hart-wig said./While some people wanted Uietrope of the study or cleanup ex-panded, Hartwlg said, that likelywont happen because the agencyIs committed to solving whatltcnllsthe major problem — PCBs.Vater fight with
• I .V l/ W
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LOCAL/STATE
ox River cleanup lawsuit deadline nears

vl- Details of a ponlbtoiwsultrwlll bo explained
/ednesday
Srlan M. Hvriihi
n-Chronlcla Reporter •canup of (he Fox Iliver hasi one of the most talked aboutonmcnlal issues in Northeastonslii Tor years,id with a key deadline ap-dilnH June 1, the federalcy that could force sevenr companies to pay for thatiiup is hosting a public'ion mid answer session Wed-ty night.i! U.S. Kisli nml Wildlife Scr-s considering Tiling a lawsuitI a Natural Resources Dam-issessincnt npainst the sevenanics it claims caused the

PCB" and other contamination tothe river.The goals are to assess the levelof injury on fish, wildlife and habi-tats resulting from contamination;restore those resources; and com-pensate the community for Its loss.
The Fish and Wildlife Servicehasn't (lied the suit yet because ne-gotiations with the companies arescheduled to last until June 1. If nodeal is reached, the agency mustfile its suit by then.But first, the public will get achance to And out more about theassessment and ask questions, saidJoan Guilfoyle, a Fish and WildlifeService spokeswoman.
It's something everyone should.be interested In, said RebeccaLeighton-Katers, executive direc-tor of the Clean Water Action Coun-

cil, a local environmental group.
"It's the most important environ-mental issue In the region—and itaffects everyone," she said. "It'sbeen two years since the last publicmeeting, so we're anxious to askquestions."The federal efforts have differedfrom those by Wisconsin and Its De-partment of Natural Resources.The state has struck a deal withthe seven companies — Port How-ard Corp., U.S. Paper Mills Corp.,NCR, Appleton Papers Inc., Wis-consin Tissue Mills, P.1I. Glatfeller

Co. and Riverside Paper Corp. —for the firms to donate $10 milliontoward initial cleanup efforts.More payments are expected,DNR Secretary George Meyer hassaid.But the federal government

wasn't a part of that agreement,partly because control issues be-tween the state and Teds couldntbe agreed to.The companies have been push-ing for voluntary payments and acooperative approach. The FoxRiver Coalition, which Includesmany paper companies, the stateand local governments, has workedfor years on trying to get somecleanup.If the federal lawsuit Is filed, thecompanies could fight any liabilityin court — a reason they say thecooperative approach is better.All of the PCB discharges werelegal at the lime. Up to 90,000pounds of the suspected cancer-causing chemical is believed to befloating in the river and buried inthe sediment between Lake Win-net'ago and the Green Bay.

Your chance: The public'sopportunity to ask questionsabout the proposed NaturalResources Damage Assess-ment — a lawsuit targetedat seven paper companiesaccused of polluting the FoxRiver with PCBs and othercontaminants — is sche-duled for 7 p.m. Wednesday
at the Brown County Central
Library, 515 Pine St. A one-hour presentation explainingthe assessment will be fol-lowed by a one-hourquesllon-and-answer session.
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PoDntioafignies released by the state show
companies' peifuunaiyr
Firm's size b reason, papennaker says
By Brian MKerhin
News-Chronide Reporter
Brown County is the fifth largest cmitifljolm of
foyjtiC rcJdSCS to "î  ̂ fV|fn^|f^|giit'in |
according to t report re
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Bul the 39 companies which "iv**?" about ""**
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percentage of the 132 milhon pounds released
statewide in 1993.
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In ill 855 state businesses filed Toxic Release COM>IENT:
inventory fbnnswifli the state, said WesTayfct, of Male teachers: an endangered
tbeBnren of Integrated Science Services at the gneties?
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
All of the discharges are kgaL This program does
not address that, however, if s simply an inventory
of toxic releases of 600 different chemicals.
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Brown Comity's ofisite traatfirs totalled about one
anQka pounds in 1995, whfle Ac state total was
TOO odfion pounds.
Fort Howard Corp. easily led die Brown County Hst
of poOnters, and was die dnd highest in die state
bebad two odier paper mills, Tayfcr said.
Part of that is doe jnst to the star size of it being
the comity's largest auumlaUm ing employer, said
company spokesman CEffBowers.

releases are legal and wefl-bdu
Abo, the figure is mSatod

n _ of toe
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- becanse me company kas iti own coal-fired power
plant 'ii"*"*! of bnymg puwu from another
company, he said.
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• Apparently no dealha* been reached litFox River .cleanup talksheld Friday In Madtoon
By BrlMi M. KMHIil • •; '

Auto Credit< on 7th Streetaround comer from-9694 • 1

f3.5-5.6lenj
$149.*

-. Few details were released on a * imeeting Friday whleH could hhve.imajor ImpllcatlonsToIS the cleanup '•of'tbe fox Rlver.v; ' , ; •^V?- ; ; • ' •The session, held behind-closeddoors In Madison, was iboutth* U.S.>Fish and Wildlife Service1* planned'Natural Resources Damage .Assessment ' -The NRDA would seek to have se^yen companies — Fort 'HowardCorp.; U.S.-Paper Mills, RiversidePaper Corp.>NCR, Appleton Papers,I Wisconsin Tissue. Mills and P.M.Oladfeltor ̂ - declared responsiblefor discharging tons of pollutantsInto the Fox River, Including PCfli<which are suspected of causingcancer. • . - • . . . .' • A si

I don^t want to jeopardize thingsby discussing the confdentlal: r«ettlement talk*. .
,.';' -.iVfV^-V • '• ;. " : 'V " • ''• • , A*B»j»fW SlIBI/otfttcfor, DNR

successful resolution."But he wouldn't define what a suc-cessful resolution would be from thecompany's perspective and he also.couldn't Jay, what happened at themeellfig.. ;' 1 -
Maryann Suml, executive assis-tant for the Department of NaturalResources; described the meeting a*

wero nude,
»tlor»*• «*"? "fogcthcr:

ill-ln debate
fcer Rebate
iwelght lenses
r all of your holiday shotsii EOS, Minolta Maxxum
D camera,

'.° . "not acrimo'riloUs," but would sayir.jutie.eis«.f^ - . ; , - : ' ;/ . :
Lhv . Moredlsctiislbns will bt held 1.̂̂ ^^^^ •̂̂ IfiS'
^^ck^r;'.

VAX/.U.V/t/CF ';vQ>f\--jJ^^RGlQ'£^^
'••:V:f^^Kft^
] ' ; " ?-'7\' • ' • ; • ' • "vt: ." ' . .- , ; ' " ' " ' • ' • . - ' • ' • • ' • . "^ ' "^ '- .n ' ' ' . ' ! .v : ' : ' • ; ! • : . • • :? • . . . ; i . . " brolhor-ln-l»

Dr. (73,ofl.formerphur 6early FIn Kno>TelllcoA gradHelena,cal Schformer 1BayPacCounty)can Met•member, ofWIsco' of BclllnVincentAmerica:SurgeonsBay area, for SO yea"I don't want to jeopardize things" porlmenlby discussing the confidential settle- moved toment talks, she said. - . munitylnA possible outcome of the meet- ment andIngs Is for an agreement on a cleanup Ridge Vo<plan. That could avoid lengthy court live Educbattles. , He wasWhatever decision Is made has to parents, Gbe done soon; the USFItWS has urttll day McGspring to formally file the NRDA McGulro;sclaim. .The deadline could be.'wife, Annpushed back a year as part of a deal, vors Incluihowever. . .. /- • \.{ .,McGulro;c, S6me environmentalists have -fllel McGulpushed for the'NRDA to move fprv sanMcGuirward,claiming)!*theohlywaytoget .St. Cloud, B(he Industries to pay their share of and Keith Bcleanup costs. ,. and Mary arIf the NRDA proceed^ a lengthy bury, N-Y-.-court battle Js expected because the and SlovenIndustries would fight belngheld re- wis, Danielsponslble for the millions of dollars Columbus, Ii
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LoCAL/SlATt.Controversial isle couldsee recreational future

—\
• The HarborCommission defends theneed for Renard island,and looks toward ftrture

By Ma* H. Kertin
Bow about shooting 18 holes onthe Renard Island golf course?Or maybe a nice trip to the Renardbeach Cor a picnic? Or a visit to thewildlife preserve?Those could be possibilities one*the confined disposal facility i*filled and capped, according toBrown County Fan Director JeffFtaley..The Island, just off the shore ofBay Beach Pazx, is nearly fiill of ma-terial dredged from the shipping

Port saves on fuel use
More than l&OOO rail cars or82,000 semitrailers would beneeded to transport the materialthat passed through the port ofGreen Bay in 1909, a new studysays.The third ""«"«i "odal shiftstudy, performed by the Bay-LakeB^ft'ni'l Planning Commission,compared the fuel use and em-aiissions of variou* modes oftransportation.In IMS, LB million tons of ma-terial was imported and exportedthrough the harbor. In reality, 143ships brought in the materialStoiy comparisons, however, arebased on 131 ships, which would

n nnmhor of fojl-
loaded ships needed.The ships used L3 million gal-lons of fuel If only rail cars actu-ally handled the material, &3mil-Uon gallons of fuel would beneeded—an Increase of 158 per-cent. For trucks, 1L4 million gal-lons of fuel would be nee ded — anIncrease of 778 percent, com-pared with ships.
Ffrfra"** ""tMJtma for Qift thlpgwould equal 240.13 tons. Rail e-missions wonldbe UL48.74tcns—an increase of 3T7 percent Truckomitdmn would be 1,787.87 tons— an increase of 631 percent..— Brian U.

Flnley readily acknowledges *h*tas Is, the 35-acre Island is an eyesore.BOX be said, the Island wont alwaysbe a work-in-progress. And that'swhere an updated land use plan will'come in.The port will work with the com-munity, nearby residents and the
afftnnruf^frtl^completed — but never formally a-dppted — 1967 racreation plan, hesaidv. - • •% . - ' ' - • • ' .' That calls fbraW-S) split between•> wildlife ana and passive reerea-uon, Including a beach, woodedarea, bird nesting area and lookoutpoint. A walkway bridge betweenBay Beach and the Island would con-nect the two. " ."' . Inanupdatedplan.theusescaaldbe changed to include a golf couaeor other activity areas. Besides be-ing a beneficial reuse, rich workcould enhance property values andencourage use of the bay, Flnley said

at a Harbor Commission meetingMonday.Aa expanded Renard and otherfoil tells at the Bay Port IndustrialPail storage site could be Incorpor-ated *"*«» such p>a«™tng, he* said.Meanwhile, the controversial ex-pansion was again defended by the
The Remedial Action Plan's sci-ence advisory and general policycommittees recently called on thecounty and 0-S.Armj Corps ofEngl-neers to abandon Renard in favor ofusing Bay Por_Flnley said Renard is needed to

hold the 3-to-4 million cubic yardbacklog of material from the chan-nel. That wonl fit at Bay Port, evenwith its Impending expansion.Harbor Commission presidentGary Weidner said the RAFshouldn't tell the port how to con-duct its business.The RAP seems to be ignoring the

considerable work done by the~icounty. Also, the county cant control Iwhat the state or federal govern- 'meats do or their budget constraints,Weidner said. __ -
Flnley suggested the RAP was be-'tag too heavily Influenced by theClean Water Action Council — alocal environmental group that hasactively opposed the project; -• If Renard is ever expanded,the federal government is commit-•tedtopayingthefuniaOmlUionbilL.Currentlatr.however, forces mm>icipalit s to pay the entire cost ofsuch facilities. That may be changedto force a 73 percent federal and 25percent local cost share.That wouldgood news for most ports, but not

Green Bay. • ' • • " • " . ..Viu^"Even if that law passes, full fed-eral funding has been assured. Fin-ley said. Despite that, he's workingto geta specific reference to the newlaw exempting Renard Island.
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This Tuppy* digs for dirt
EPAto hi Of*** Bay

The "Mud Puppy." • reeearch vet-Ml operated bt toe UA Environ-mental Protection Agency, It backon the Fox River.Tho boat It In Brown County thliwoek end noil, helping Mmple tedl-mantt from 4be Fox River.Tho VOMOI It Mtlitlnf UM Wloton-•In DopaHMonl of Natural RoaourCM and tho PM Rlvor Coalition atpart of tho FRCt oa-flolnf rl*orclean-up aflbrt

Jo Morcmlo of tho DNR aald OMml«uo oqnlpmant. on tko MudPuppy can oxtract a Mdlnwnt coroM doop M 18 hot In tho Pox Rlvor.thoro an Mfl MdlnwnU M doop aiM ftot an^ at fhaltow ai throo feat,accordlnc to Marcurio.no EPA hat awarded a 91)0,000grant to tho Fox Rlvor Coalition forthe protect which Involve! ovalual»Inf the location and concentration!efPCBi fromlho On Pore dam to thenwvth of the river. The PRC It con-tributing 9110,000 and the DNR91*000. at well at In-kind Mrvicei.A team of 10 people. IncludingDNR and EPA staff, local volonteertfrom the Unlvenlly of Wltcontln-Oreen Ray and OMNI AtMclatet. anenvironmental conniltlng nrm. are

working tin dayt a week M nuudmliethe UM of the Mnd Puppy.Rotulla and analjnlt of the ttadywill bo completed by late DM.
The PoxHlverCMlHIon will prop-MO a draft plan far remediation ofthe river and a timetable for clean-up of the river. Thatttuppoted to bedone by the end of thu year.
Meratrio acknowledged the ro-mllta of Ihlt yeart tetdng wont beavailable to Impact the flrat phateplan fbr the river doan-vp, but theMM It will better Identify hot tpoltdowiutream of the De Pore dam In amore cott-elTecUve manner and willenhance PRC't ability to predict on-vtronmenul Improvemonu) In theriver.
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Fox cleanup tough: panel
• No matter whopays fo' ", the FoxRiver has to be cleanedup soon, experts say

•y BriwM. Kwtda
People want to know three thingsabout plans to clean up the PCB-laden Fox RiverWhen will It happen? How muchwill it cost? And who will pay Cor it?The simple answers at a forumThursday were "soon," "it's loo earlyto tell," and "everyone."But the answers really areni thatsimple and will take more time to an-swer, according to the panelists atthe session, sponsored by the FoxRiver Coalition.There are more than 30 holspotswith more than nine-million-cubic-yards or.eontaminants.The coalitionof industry, business and govern-ments has been studying the prob-lem for several years.A clean-up plan should be readyby the end of the year, said Jo Her-curio, of the Department of NaturalResources.But it's too early to say how muchthat will cost because of the deci-sions which have to made yet on howmuch should be cleaned up, whereand with what methods, said BudHarris, director of the Institute forLand and Water Studies at the Uni-versity of Wisconsin-Green Bay.Different sites will require diffe-rent methods. Several potential op-tions were discussed, includinglandrilling, thermal destruction andcappingAnnette Rasch, of the NEW Envir-

Lake Michigan meeting next
While Thursday's meeting fo-cused on cleaning up the FoxRiver, there'll be another meet-ingntxt week on Lake Michigan'shealth.The LaMP — a lakewide man-agement plan—alms at reducingtoxic chemicals in the lake.The LaMPs are designed to de-fine the problems, identify pol-lutants and sources, create a clea-nup schedule, evaluate remediesand monitor progress, said Jo

Mercurio of the Department ofNatural Resources.The eventual goal is elimina-tion of the 362 contaminants —one-third of which are toxic —from the lake.• The public is invited to themeeting Tuesday. U starts with asocial hour from 6 to 7 p.m.. fol-lowed by presentations and dis-cussion from 7 to 9 pjn.It will be held at the HolidayInn-City Center, 200 N. Main ''
onmental Network, suggestedabove-ground storage facilities bebuilt to industry doesnt bury theproblem and forget about itBut DNR's Bill Fitzpatrick saidlandfills may be best option to re-move contact with the environmentThere'll be more debate on themethods once a plan for specificsites is unveiled.Industry will pay its fair share be-cause it doesnt want to court overthis, said Jim Season of A.ppletonPapers.However, because more than in-dustry caused the problem, it's ac-ceptable for the general public topay some of the clean-up costs, saidDan Burke of the Lake MichiganFederation.That bothers some people, includ-ing Lara Valigorsky."To say (to industry) that we're go-ing to clean up after you is not a goodsign," she said.Some of the 100-or-so people at the

forum criticized the coalition for notgetting more public input. Thismeeting was designed to give out in-formation, not gel feedback, saidMercurio.
Public input is wanted and hear-ings will be held on the different op-tions once they are developed forspecific sites, she said.
That didnt satisfy some. Long-time area activist Bob Schmilz saidhe'd organize his own meeting sopeople could voice their opinions.
All ofthe panel members stressedthe need to get clean-up efforts goingbefore too much material is washedinto the Green Bay, where it's unre-coverable. That will mean a commit-ment by the public and industry,.Mercurio saidThere will always be some uncer-tainty in the clean-up methods usedbut at some point value judgementsmust be made and work started, Har-

ris said.
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Clean-up of Neenah PCBs put on hold
• The project
manager is upset with a
delay in the clean-up of
Deposit A

By Brian M. Kertiin
N«w*-Chronlcl« Msoortar

( I r a n up of a PCIHndon depositin I.idle Lake Buttc do* Morts in
Nr.Minh Is on hold.

Tin- nrna. Identified as "DepositA." is one of the largest single bedsofriMihirninatcd sediment In the Fox
I t ivcr It was .scheduled to be the site
i i f . i < l <-m< in .str: i ( innr lr : in i i | > project.

r:-

Rut with the Industry- »ndgovernment-sponsored Fox RiverCoalition close to Issuing a plan Torclean-up over the length of the en-tire river, talks on cleaning up Depo-sit A have been put on hold, accord-ing to Bill Fllzpatrlck, project mana-gcr for the Department or NaturalResources.He'd prefer to see the project —which would test a dry excavationmethod or clean-up — go aheadwhile the Fox River Coalition pon-ders Its decisions. II was supposed tohappen already, but negotiationsand planning have slowed the

progress.
Jo Mercurlo. the DNR staffer forthe Coalition, said the Deposit Aclean-up isn't being delayed.
With the coalition close to havinga clean-up plan for the entire river,

going ahead with one costly projectdoesn't make sense, she said, ad-ding, Deposit A should be a part ofthe coalition's overall plan.
That plan should be done by theend of the year. It's '.oo ctrly to saywhat it will Include, however.Deposit A contains more than

1,400 pounds of PCBs. The clean-up

is expected to cost $15 million, with(he slate and P.M. Glatfcltcr — anearby mill deemed primarily re-sponsible because of the proximity
of the mill and the deposit — spl i t-ting the bill somehow.

But with the coalition coming upwith a plan for more extensive andexpensive clean-up. Deposit Ashould be a part of It, Mercurlo said.
Fllzpatrlck would prefer to secDeposit A work move forward beforeit loses mor- PCRs to the Green Ray.
Deposit i and the entire rivercleanup will be discussed at a forum

Thursday at (he Holiday Inn CityCentre, 200 N. Main SI.
The public Is invited. Mercurlo

hopes people will suggest ways to
help the clean-up. The meeting
starts at 7 p.m.

PCB contamination downstreamIs Important to water quality inBrown County. Free PCBs gather bohind the DC PC re dam before goingover and out Into the bay. Oncethere, they arc considered unrecov-erable, so a clean-up of the river Is
considered the best option — al
though the means of the ardi.-ilcU'.-m up arc holly debated



Meeting here onFox River cleanuf
• A network ofenvironmental groupssays the voluntaryapproach favored by thestate Is taking too longto complete

By Brian M
Mw»Ctwonict« R«port*rpublic open house will be heldday to discuss and describe ef-fo&s to clean-up toxic sedimentsthe Fox River.But a band of environment groupsalready blasting the Fox River Co-lion for what it calls slowigress.'ne Fox River Coalition consistslocal and state governments,irage treatment plants, busines-and others. It has been studyingways to clean-up the PCB-laden

it has scheduled an open house for:t Thursday in Green Bay to dis-Uie work and how the pc lion>cts humans and wildlife. A simil-lar session has already been held inAppleton.coalition has spent too muchrer money and hasn't done"ough actual clean-up, accordingAnnette Rasch of the NEW Envir-

onmental Network."We would like to see a votuntaiapproach work for cleaning up thFox River, but time's up. We'vwaited too long already. An enfroment action is needed if we don't seresults soon," she said.The network is particularly critcal because less than 19 percent <the first fundraising effort camm the polluters, while most ofhas come from taxpayers.
with industry on a voluntary baslbelieving it is more cost-effectnthan initiating lengthy and cost,legal battles.Coalition members have said ttFox River project could be a mod<for the nation, if given the chance twork.The public sessions will inclucinformational booths and displayas well as discussions. The meetirstarts with an open house at 6£p.m, with the presentations at 7 p.r

The meeting is at 7 pjn. Thursd:at the Holiday Inn City Centre, 200:Main St.
The river is home to more than'beds of PCB-laden soils. The PCEare partially responsible for fi:and wildlife health advisories armay affect human health.
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Jo Mercuric of the Department of Natural Resources and Al Toma of Fort Howard Corporation are
members of the Fox River Coalition.A river seeks support
• The Fox River
Coalition will hold anopen house to informthe public of variousclean-up options

By Nick Wood
N«w»Chronlcl« ReporterThe Fox River Coalition sees a awindow of opportunity — one whichIt says could soon close forever. And,it doesn't want to miss the chance tolake advantage of that window.The opportunity lies in removingpolychlorinaled biphenyls (PCB's)while they're still contained in sedi-ment beds in the Fox River, LakeWinnebago and Little Lake Bulte deMorts. The coalition wants to cleanup the PCB's now, before they'rewashed downriver. Once dispersedinto Green Bay, clean-up would bevirtually impossible.PCB's, a byproduct of industry andwastewater treatment, work theirway into the food chain and causedamage to fish, wildlife and humanswho eat them. The Fox River Coali-tion is a collection35 public and pri-vate groups, at least some of whichplayed a part in contaminating the

Fox River. Now they're bandingtogether to voluntarily clean up themess bef.re it's too late."We have an opportunity if we actquickly to manage these pollutants,"said Jo Mercurio, a water resourcesspecialist with the Wisconsin De-partment of Natural Resources.Mercurio said the DNR sees theFox River Coalition as the best vehi-cle to e^-ct swift action.For the past three years, the coali-tion has been studying the extent ofPCB contamination in river sedi-ment, Identifying hotbeds of conta-mination and is now looking to takethe next step — clean-up.Al Toma, director of environmen-tal affairs for Fort Howard Corp.,said instead of spending precioustime pointing fingers in court, Urtparties have accepted responsibilityand are now using that time to cleanup the river."Certain industries have contri-buted to the problem and we want tobe part of the solution," Toma said.But even a broad-based coalitionsuch as the Fox River Coalition canttackle the huge job alone. Public in-put and support of the project are es-sential, Mercurio and Toma agreed.
Mercurio said the public will have

to decide how far to go with clean-upThe coalition has identified th-most contaminated sites and rankcithem in order of importance. In aiideal world, coalition members amthe public would be willing to clca:up all the contamination. Realist:cally, however, the coalition understands the public will decide hovmuch it's willing to pay. In order umake an intelligent decision, thipublic needs to be informed abouthe various options.Following the Aug. 10 open houseToma said he'd like to sec the c oal:tion develop an action plan."We want to know what we're going to do where and when," Tor.:
said.Once a plan is in place, the coaliUon can start working or. financingthe project. About $285,000 has a!ready been raised through the coaliUon and another $250.000 may comefrom an Environmental Protect ion
Agency grant.Toma said he'dlike clean-up to begin by the end of 1996, but Mercuricgave a more conservative-cs' . imatco— u 1007 Tr ihn r.can-un cfTor'rc.mid-1997. If the c.can-upsuccessful, the Fox Rive: Cos!will be a national moci.-. el p^
private partnership.
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I I. . •.Siiperfund reaction mixed
• OpWof* dNfc* on
wfcothev CT*
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point Is realty the sort of stick thafsgoing to t*t the (cleanup) processmoving," (Iran said.ButAJToma, director orenviron-mental affairB tor Fort HowardCorp, said H Is too early to knewwhat e4M UttaVAIdecnton willhave ante
Given the current poltteal ellmate IB the state, federal involve-ment it the best way to enrarequkk cleanup of the lower FoxRiver, according to Emily Green,policy special!** with the SierraClub.
The Sierra Club Thursdaypraised the U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency's decision to attempt to accelerate cleanup of theriver by placing U on the Super-fund litt of hazardous Waste site*."We believe that federal Involve-rocnt through Superfund at this

least band on history, would ~~one to believe U hit die potentialto (enfthei the (cleanup) proceai,''he said.
Until now, the cleanup haa beenhandled throat* voluntary cooper-sttioa between the Wisconsin De-partment of Natural Retourcei(DNR) and the Fox River Groop(FRG), a eoalRlon of seven pulp• and paper eonJMunei thoufht to bereipoasible for much of thepollutkm.But Qreen and others have ques-

tioned the commitment of the PROand DNR to reach a quick solutionwithout some prodding from thefederal •overnmaat.•We believe the (voluntary pro-eesa)haab«eafaHy easy *n the re-Qreen *aM

ootdoanythlagthey realty vai
Mrif poWtel»id
a «—-I. _ a> _ _

T ^- _ -B MCal Of pIuBW

fkcilittee have contributed to thepollution The estimated coat to re-move the toxic sedhnents hu var-ied widely, fron$100ainionon tkeextreme low end to nrve than $1billion.Toma Mid H If not ritnt to char-aeterbe the votantary proceH M away to poatpone « Inevitable

IbmacaidtherRGandtheDNRfeJt they were making food prog-ress toward deanup, given the "ex-traontfatarUy eompiex" nature of

._______ •nve've said all aJongtbat we rec-to den up the ognlaeUiatwe'repartofUieprob-lem and that we definitely have tobe part o;the fetation," TOM said"We entered into an amement

n la exttmated there are 80^000pounds ofpolyehloriMted bi-pheayU (PCBs) in a 3B-mlle ptntchof the river. la addUtan to the sevenFRG compaaies, several munlcl-paliuea and waatwoter treatatent

with the state In flood linn. Wehave provided (undk We have artup a nechanixn) to move forwardon this proceeB. At teaat until yes-terday vv were moving forward ina manner which made an awful letof sense."Bruce Baker, head of the DNR'cwater division, could not bereached for comment Thursday

air a^luft pW. BMurAny, Vbeen pushed back a weekJune 28.CNN wan in Denmark aGreen Bay Wednesday, Juneto profile The Newt Chronicme show is a week behiischedule because it wpreempted by dereloproenlsth* Oklahoma City bomul:case.
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