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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

T

The north disposal site at the Newport Plant has received a variety of
inorganic and organic waste materials during operations between 1902 and 1974, a
review of available data concerning materials disposed in the landfill suggests that
potential ground-water contaminants from the landfill include:

Barium;

Cadmium;

Chromium;

Zincs
Tetrachloroethylene; and
Radioisotopes.

©O 0 06 06 0 O

Available ground-water monitoring data for monitoring wells in the area are
reasonably consistent with the historic record of waste disposal. Ground-water
contamination has been observed in both the Columbia and Potomac aquifers

which underlie the site. The primary contaminants observed in ground water are:

Barium;
Cadmium;
Zinc; and

0O 0 0O O

Tetrachlororoethylene.

All of these chemicals have been observed in ground water north of the
Christina River in concentrations well above existing or proposed drinking water
standards. Limited available data concerning levels-of radioactivity suggests that
ground water may exceed drinking water standards, at least on a localized basis.
It is not known if observed radiation levels are related to the site or to natural

background conditions. Limited available monitoring data for organic compounds
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suggests that with the exception of tetrachloroethylene (and possibly
trichloroethyjene), significant ground-water contamination by organic compounds
is not likely. L

The pattern of ground water flow in the vicinity of the site strongly indicates
that the Christina River represents a barrier to transport of contaminated ground
water from the north disposai site. In general, regional flow in the deeper
(Potomac) aquifer is to the south. The shallower (Columbia) aquifer is expected to
be highly influenced by the Christina River, which appears to be a discharge area
for the Columbia. The north disposal site is in an area of discharge (upward
movement) of the Potomac aquifer. The north disposal site itself represents a
local recharge area, resulting from mounding of water infiltrating the fill
material. Ground water in the fill is likely to discharge to the drainage ditch
bordering the north and west boundaries of the North Disposal site, or to discharge
directly to the Christina River. Since the Columbia and Potomac aquifers
discharge in the area of the Christina River, it is highly probable that the river
represents a boundary for southerly transport of contamination from the north

disposal site.

Available ground water quality monitoring data indicated some anomolous
results with respect to this interpretation. First, cadmium contamination in the
Potomac aquifer is present in DM-1 and DM-8, apparently upgradient of the north
disposal site. It is possible that this contamination was produced as a result of
local northerly ground water flow induced by active pumping of du Pont
production wells WW-11 and WW-13, Available data however, do not rule out the
possibility of an upgradient source of contamination. Second; the presence of
cadmium and tetrachloroethylene contamination immediately south of the
Christina River, in DM-4/5, is not consistent with the Christina River serving as a
barrier to contaminant transport, if the north disposal site represents the only
suspected source of contamination. Presence of tetrachloroethylene at this
location and at DML-7/DMU-7 suggests a potential, currently unknown, source
south of the Christina River. The absence of heavy metals at DML-7/DMU-7 is
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consistent with the interpretation of the Christina River as a barrier to southerly
" - L A i
transport from the north disposal. site.

The presence of the Christina River as a barrier to southerly transport of
ground-water contamination from the north disposal site is particularly important
considering the location of. ground-water receptors in the vicinity of the site. A
number of local water supply wells are located along Old Airport Road, south of
the Christina River about 1/2 mile southwest of the north disposal site. Available
records for two wells in this area indicate wells are screened in the shallow
Columbia formation. As discussed in detail in Section 5 of this report, these wells
are extremely unlikely to be affected by any contamination present from the
north disposal site. Similarly, the public water supply wells at the Wilmington
Airport, operated intermittently by the Artesian Water Company, are unlikely to
be impacted by the north disposal site. Thus, while the ground water under the

disposal site would present an unacceptable risk if ingested, the actual publi¢-

health risk associated with ground-water contamination from the north disposal
site is minimal, since transport of contamination to receptors is not anticipated.

Potential patterns of ground-water migration in the vicinity of the site
apparently were not considered by the USEPA in developing the Hazard Ranking
System (HRS) score for the site, since both local ground-water users along Old
Airport Road, and the wells operated by the Artesian Water Company were
considered as potential receptors of contamination from the site. The relatively
high score obtained for the site resulted primarily from the proximity to the site
of the local wells, and the high population served by the Artesian System. The
HRS scoring also considered both systems as sole water supplies not easily
replaced.

In the case of the local (Old Airport Road area) wells, the area is served by
the Artesian Water Company, which has reported existence of a water main along
Old Airport Road. Although service has not been connected to any residents along
Old Airport Road, an alternative water supply could be made available if ground-
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water contamination is observed in this area. (This event is not unlikely
considering Mgal land use patterns along Old Airport Road).

The Artesian Water Company wells located at the Wilmington Airport co not
appear to represent a critical component of the Artesian System. These wells are
operated only during the summer season (about 6 months) because they supply
relatively low quality wéter due to high background levels of iron and
manganese. Overall, these wells represent less than 5% of the Artesian System
water supply when they are operating, and only about 2% of the systems supply on
an annual basis. The HRS scoring for the site, apparently overestimated the
significance of these wells by considering them as the sole source supply for the
entire population served by the Artesian Water Company. |

In summary, the HRS score for the site apparently significantly
overestimated potential risks posed by the north disposal site, since local barriers .
to contaminant migration, and existence of alternate water supplies were not

considered in the scoring.
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SECTION 1
- INTRODBUCTION

1

Du Pont has retained Woodward-Clyde Consultants (WCC) to conduct an
independent review of information concerning ground-water contamination related
to the north disposal site at the Newport Plant. The objectives of this review are:

o] Analyze and interpret existing data concerning ground-water
contamination at the site; and

o Assess the risk to public health, if any, associated with current
conditions.

This report presents the results of WCC's review of available information.

Section 2 presents a brief description of the history of the site. Section 3

_discusses the types of wastes which were disposed in the landfill, and the potential

ground-water contaminants associated with these wastes. Section 4 discusses the
geohydrology of the site and the surrounding areas. Section 5 discusses
groundwater quality, and potential contaminant migration pathways. Section 6
identifies potential receptors of ground-water contamination, namely public and
private wells in the vicinity of the site.
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SECTION 2
BACKGROUND

Du Pont's Newport Plant is a pigment manufacturing plant located at James
and Water Street in Newport, Delaware. The site was originally owned and
operated (from 1902 to 1929) by Henrik J. Krebs for the manufacture of
Lithopone, a white inorganic pigment. In 1929, Du Pont purchased the site, which
has sinée been used to manufacture Lithopone and other materials, including
organic and inorganic pigments.

During plant operations, areas of the site bordering the Christina River were
landfilled as a means of waste disposal. Landfilling of wastes may have occurred
between 1902 and 1974, when Du Pont terminated such on-site landfill activities.
Landfilling occurred in two areas designated the "south disposal site"™ and the
"north disposal site". The south disposal site is an approximately 15 acres landfill
located across the Christina River from the plant, operated from approximately |
1902-1953. Materials deposited in this landfill consisted of primarily insoluble
residues of zinc and barites ores, which were pumped through a pipeline under the
Christina River. Some dikes and berms were constructed to contain the
material. This material hardened to a sandstone consistency, according to Du
Pont's records. In 1973, the State of Deleware, Department of Highways,
deposited approximately 130,000 cubic yards of soil from highway construction at
this location, covering the south disposal site with several feet of soil.

The north disposal site (see Figure 2-1) was used for disposal of general refuse
and process wastes from the early 1900' until 1974. The north disposal site
covers approximately 7 acres, and received approximately 25,000 tons of
material. Additional details concerning wastes disposed in the north disposal site
are presented in Section 3. The {ill depth ranges from about 13 feet at the
southwestern edge to 8 feet in the northwestern portion. The north disposal site
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was operated under a State of Delaware permit from 1968 until its closure on
1 January 1975. Upon closure, this site was capped with 2 feet of clay.

After closure of the north dispoal site, ground-water monitoring was begun in
1976. Twelve monitoring wells are currently in operation. Water quality data has
been collected from these wells on a quarterly basis and submitted to the
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control.

In 1984, Du Pont sold the pigments operation at the Newport Plant to Ciba-
Geigy, which currently operates the eastern portion of the plant. Du Pont
continues to operate a chromium dioxide magnetic tape manufacturing plant on
the western portion of the plant site. Du Pont has retained ownership of the
North and south disposal sites.

In 1986, the Mitre Corporation, under contract to the USEPA, conducted a -

site evaluation and Hazard Ranking System (HRS) scoring of the north disposal
site, in accordance with provisions of the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA or "Superfund"). An overall HRS score
for the site of 51.91 was developed, based upon observed ground-water
contamination and the potential (not observed) impact on regional water supply
wells. Surface water and airborne exposure routes were considered insignificant
in the HRS scoring. Based upon the HRS score, the USEPA has proposed inclusion
of the site on the Superfund National Priority List (NPL), which would require
remedial investigations, feasibility studies, and possible remedial actions under
the terms of CERCLA. EPA's decision to include the site on the NPL appears to
be based entirely upon the HRS score, which is a preliminary screening tool. No
consideration was given to additional data available for the site including
available ground water monitoring data, or to an evaluation of the actual risk
posed by the site. The subsequent sections of this report describe additional
available information, in terms of better defining the actual and potential risks
associated with the north disposal site.
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SECTION 3
WASTE CHARACTERISTICS

1

\‘!

A variety of inorganic and organic waste materials were disposed in the north
disposal site from approximately 1902 to 1974. This section summarizes available
information concerning wastes quantities and characteristics, including an
identification of potential hazadous constituents. The primary sources of this
information are the following documents:

o "Notes on Lithopone" - C.K. Cooper, 8 August, 1979.

o Memorandum - P.E. Kress to J.C. Deming, 6 November 1979,
Letter - M. Barszcz (Du Pont) to R. Gordon (USEPA) titled Newport
Waste Disposal Operations, 22 July 1980.

o Memorandum titled "Waste Disposal Survey" - R.E. Kress to P.F. Brown
- 29 October 1980.

o Letter - R.J. Mattson (Du Pont) to S. R. Wassersug (USEPA) 21 May
1986.

The north disposal site comprises about 7 acres immediately north of the
Christina River. This site received a variety of waste materials during its
operations between 1902-1975. Table 3-1 presents a summary of materials known
or suspected to have been disposed in the north disposal site. No known disposal

of RCRA - listed hazardous wastes has occurred at the north disposal site. The

major waste materials containing potentially hazardous constituents, based upon
available information, are discussed below.
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Lithopone Wastes

.

-

The lithopone process produééd a white pigment composed of barium sulfide

and zinc sulfate. Some lithopone pigments (off-quality) and lithopone wastes may
have been disposed in the north disposal site. Several thousand tons of fili dirt
containing zinc and barites ore were also placed in the north disposal site.

Wastes from the Lithupone process consisted of insoluble ore residues. Zinc
ore was treated with sulfuric acid to dissolve zinc.. Insoluble residues were
precipitated with ferric hydroxide, resulting in a "red mud" which was disposed.
The zinc process also produced a byproduct filter cake which was sold for

cadmium recovery.

The barium sulfate ore was roasted in kilns to reduce the sulfate to barium
sulfide, which was dissolved in hot water. The insoluble ore residues formed a .
"black mud", which was disposed. The waste muds were generated in an estimated
ratio of | part red mud to 3 parts black mud. Best estimates indicate disposal of
approximately 25,000 tons of this mixture over approximately 15 acres in the
south disposal site. After 1953, any remaining ore residue wastes were disposed in
the north disposal site. According to the available records, after disposal, the
muds solidified to a "sandstone consistency". Potential contaminants from

lithopone wastes and ore residues include barium, zinc, and cadmium.

Copper Phthalocyanine Wastes

Copper phthalocyanine, a stable blue-green pigment has been manufactured
at the plant since 1947. In general, byproducts have been discharged to municipal
waste treatment facilities. Some off-quality pigments were disposed at the north
disposal site. According to data providing by Du Pont, coppér phthalocyanine is
essentially non-toxic by the oral route. It has been approved by the US Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) for use as a pigment in polymers used in food
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packaging. According to Merck (1983), this compound is also approved by FDA for

use in polypt;gpylene sutures.

—r

Quinacridone Wastes

Quinacridone, a stable red organic pigment, has been manufactured at the
plant since 1958. Byproducts of the process have generally been discharged to
municipal wastewater treatment facilities, with the exception of an insoluble
tarry solid, which was disposed in the north disposal site until 1974. Primary
constitutents of this tar are biphenyl, diphenyl ether, and alpha-methyl
naphthalene. The quinacridone process also used tetrachloroethylene and it is
possible that some quinacridone wastes may have become contaminated with
tetrachloroethylene or Dowtherm constituents. Off-quality quinacridone pigments
were also disposed in the North Disposable Site. Soluble components of
quinacridone wastes, including tetrachloroethylene if present, represent potential

ground water contaminants from this material. According to data supplied by’

Du Pont, quinacridone itself is essentially non-toxic by the oral route, and has
been approved by FDA as a colorant for poly-olefins used in food packaging.

"Afflair" Pigment Wastes

Afflair, a stable white pigment, consists of mica coated with titanium
dioxide. Some scrap mica (a natural mineral), was disposed at the north disposal
site. This material is unlikely to represent a significant source of contamination.

Metal Production Wastes

From 1950 to 1960, several metals and metal alloys were manufactured at the
plant. These included titanium, zirconium, and silicon, which are relatively inert
substances. Unknown, small quantities of off-grade materials were disposed in the
north disposal site.
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For abolt 2 years during this periéd;'thoriated nickel (nickel containing 2-5%
of ThOz) was produced. Approximately 20 tons of process wastes (primarily off-
grade thoriated nickel) were disposed in the north disposal site under NRC
guidelines. Thorium is a radioactive substance.

Since the metals produced are essentially insoluble in their metallic forms,
the only potential ground-water contaminant from the metal wastes is potential

radioisotopes (thorium and its daughters).

Chromium Dioxide Wastes

Chromium dioxide has been manufactured at the plant since 1966, some of
which is used in production of magnetic recording tape (mylar coated with
chromium dioxide). Approximately 10 tons of off-quality chromium dioxide (iri -
drums) and mylar recording tape (in bags) were disposed at the north disposal
site. The primary potential ground-water contaminant from this material is the
heavy metal, chromium, which has not been found in ground water in significant
concentrations.

Miscellaneous Wastes

As shown on Table 3-1 a variety of other wastes including low volume process
wastes, lab packs, and garbage were disposed in the north disposal site. A variety
of low level contaminants could be present in these materials.

A variety of relatively inert materials, including trash, concrete, steel,
rubber refuse, nylon shutters, and corian (imitation marble sheets) were also
disposed in the north disposal site. No significant ground-water contamination
would be expected from these materials.
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Summary .i

*

—

A variety of inorganic and organic waste materials were disposed in the north
disposal site. Potential suspected ground-water contaminants which could be
identified based upon the waste disposal inventories include:

Barium;

Cadmium;

Chromium;

Zincs
Tetrachloroethylene; and

O 0 0 0 0 o

Radioisotopes.

Actual ground-water monitoring data for the site is discussed in Section 5.
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TABLE 3-1

NORTH DISPOSAL SITE - WASTE DISPOSAL INVENTORY

o

O 0 0 0 0 0 0o o

0O 0 o o aQ

Garbage

Trash (glass, wood, paper,
cardboard)

Steel drums

Lever Packs

Sand and dirt

Concrete

Steel work

Asbestos

Light ballasts - PCB's/PBB's
Rubber - gasket material,
tires from garage

Nylon shutters

Artificial marble - "Corian"
Acrylates and latex emulsions
Quinacridone tars

Bad quality copper
phthalocyanine pigment

Bad quality quinacridone pigment
Bad quality "Afflair" pigment
Bad quality Chromium Dioxide
coated "Mylar" recording tape
"Afflair" fines (30% mica) +
(70% TiO,)

Bad quality chromium dioxide
floor sweepings and bags

Iw87-104tl -1-

Estimated Quantitu

several tons
>100 tons

several hundred tons
several hundred tons
several thousand tons

>5 tons
<2 tons
a few tons

2 tons
< 4 tons
several hundred lbs
»>1,000 tons
< 100 tonms

estimated 10,000-15,000 lbs
6 tons

estimated 100,000 lbs

<2 tons



Material
-

—ta

Thoriated nickel

Dirt contaminated with zinc ore
Raw materials left in bag liners
and drums and leaks from drums

- Quinacridone

- Copper phthalocyanine
- "Afflair"

- Magnetic Products

Laboratory waste including resins
from Quinacridone, copper
phthalocyanine, "Afflair®, and
Magnetic Products

Estimated Quantity

<20 tons of combined waste

several hundred tons.
several hundred tons

a few tons
a few tons
a few tons
a few tons

a few tons

Scrap amounts of the following materials (maximum several tons).

- Graphite (thick pieces-carbon 3' x 1-1/2' rock) + shavings + powder

- Titanium - metal
- Sodium (burned or exploded)

- "Baxtron™ (tungsten carbide cobalt)
- "Tiper-sul® (potassium titanate (PKT)

- "Fibex" (TiO,)
- "Erifon"

- Silica

- Silicon

- Zirconium

- Columbium

Cofj
to
IV} Q;(t

TAG

- Titanium bisteric - synthetic oil - antifreeze

- Tetra-isopropyltitanate
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SECTION &4
REGIONAL SETTING

§.1 PHYSIOGRAPHY

The Newport Landfill is located within the Atlantic Coastal Plain Province,
proximal to the Appalachian Piedmont Province (Figure. 4-1). The Coastal Plain is
a relatively flat and low area with elevations not exceeding 100 feet above mean
sea level. The area adjacent to the Delaware Bay is exposed to tidal flooding and
is characterized by conspicuous marshes and estuaries. Most of the streams in
this zone are tidal or have at least a tidal segment. Stream valleys are shallow
compared with those of the Piedmont.

By comparison, the Piedmont Province is an area of diversified relief
dissected by narrow and deep stream valleys with residual high areas rising above
the general upland level. It is composed of folded Paleozoic and Precambrian
metamorphoric and igneous rocks consisting predominantly of banded gneiss and
schist. The surface of these crystalline rocks of the Piedmont slopes southward
and southeastward forming the basement upon which lies the wedge-shaped mass
of sedimentary rocks of the Coastal Plain.

The Piedmont and Coastal Plain Provinces are separated by the Fall Zone,
which divides the area of predominant erosion (Piedmont Province) from the area
of predominant deposition (Coastal Plain Province). The Piedmont streams are
characterized by relatively steep gradients and, therefore, most of their sediment
load is transported out into the Coastal Plain and only a minor part is deposited in
‘their channels and flood plains. The gradients of the Coastal Plain streams
draining into the Delaware Bay, however, are very gentle and a large part of their
sediment load is deposited before reaching the bay. The process of deposition is
particularly effective in the tidal marsh area along the bay or its tributaries.
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-,
4.2 COASTAL PLAIN GEOLOGY

The wedge-shaped mass of sedimentary deposits comprising the Coastal Plain
in the Newport area consists of the Pleistocene Columbia Formation and the
Cretaceous Potomac Formation. The diverse structural features present in the
crystalline basement rocks that caused the complex geological framework of the
Fall Zone have also exerted a considerable influence on the distribution of the
overlying sediments of the Coastal Plain.

4,2.1 Columbia Formation

The Pleistocene (Quaternary) sediments of the Columbia Formation were
deposited on the eroded surface of the underlying Potomac Formation sediments
in the area. The Formation includes gravelly coarse and medium sands with some
interbedded silts and clays. The sands are moderately to poorly sorted, cross-
bedded, yellow to brownish-yellow in color, and contain on the average about 5
percent clay and silty matrix. Fine sediments are abundant locally and gravels are

subordinate.

The Columbia sediments were deposited in stream channels, flood plains, and

associated environments.

The aerial distribution of the Columbia lithologies appears to have been
controlled by the topography and composition of the underlying Potomac surface.
The valleys in this surface often were developed in the areas composed of fine
Potomac deposits, such as clays and silts. For this reason these areas were the
location of the main Pleistocene stream system &and the transport routes of the
Columbia sands. Thus, the Columbia sands are often directly underlain by
Potomac fine sediments. Although the Columbia deposits can differ widely in

color, the differentiation of the Columbia deposits from the underlying Potomac
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units can usually be made on a lithologic basis in northern Delaware. However,
some difficffty can be encountered when the color of the Columbia sediments,
deposited in channels eroded into Potomac channels, are similar to the color of i
the Potomac sediments (Johnston, 1973).

In northern New Castle County, the Columbia Formation is generally thin,
having an average thickness of about 30 feet, except in paleochannels where the
maximum known thickness is about 105 feet. The Columbia thickens to the south
and reaches a maximum thickness in excess of 150 feet. In the Newport area, the
reported range of Columbia sediments thickness is 0 to in excess of 20 feet
(Woodruff and Thompson, 1975).

Quaternary deposits that are younger than the Columbia Formation are
apparently widespread near the Fall Zone. These Holocene sediments are mostly
brown to yellow-brown sands, poorly sorted, cross-bedded, coarse to fine, contaim -
large mica flakes, and on the average about 2 percent clay matrix. The geometry
and the form of these sedimentary bodies, and their relationship to the stream
valleys of the Piedmont, are strong indications that the Holocene sediments were
deposited as alluvial fans. The deposition of the alluvial fans may have occurred
during the last extensive Pleistocene flooding when a large volume of the
sediments was brought into this area by the Piedmont streams (Spoljaric, 1972).
For the purposes of this report, all of the deposits younger than the Potomac
Formation are referred to as Columbia sediments.

4.2.2 Potomac Formation

The Potomac Formation consists of south eastward thickening wedge of sand,
silt, and clay beds that were deposited by ancient streams as floodplain, channel,
bar deposits, and perhaps by alluvial fans on crystalline bedrock. The Formation
and its stratigraphic equivalents extend from Long Island southward to the mid-
Atlantic States. The Potomac sand beds are important aquifers throughout the
eastern United States provided they contain potable water.

1w87-104-3 4-3



Within the area of interest, the Potomac sediments comprise more than 50

percent of the total sequence of the Coastal Plain sediments. The geometry of
the sand bodies is characterized by shoestring form, are discontinuous, and thus,
they are difficult to correlate laterally. In other words, distinct marker beds,
which are so important for a proper subsurface correlation of sedimentary units,
are missing in the Potomac Formation (Spoljaric, 1979). The Potomac Formation
thickens to the southeast and sandy units tend to occur in the lower half of the
formation.

As parf of the Chesapeake-Delaware embayment, a structural low which is
largely filled with Potomac sediments, the fluvial environment responsible for the
deposition of the Potomac Formation probably consisted of a meandering stream
system as evidenced by the relatively low ratios of sand to clay, the presence of

fine-grained overbank deposits, and abundant lignite. Another reference as to the

depositional environmental of the Potomac Formation deposits indicates that they
were laid down by a system of coalescing alluvial fans and, therefore, the sand
beds tend to have lenticular geometry, limited lateral continuity, and interbedded
finer sediments (Martin and Denver, 1982).

The Potomac typically is divided into an upper and lower sandy section. The
thickness of the upper sandy section may include thin interbedded clays or silts
and is measured from the first Potomac sand lying beneath the Columbia
Formation downward to the top of a mappable clay. The clay underlying the upper
sandy interval occupies about the middle one-third of the Potomac Formation and
hydrologically separates the upper sands from the lower sandy unit (Woodruff,
1985). Some workers have further subdivided the Potomac Formation by
suggesting a middle sandy zone, but this seems inapplicable in the area of
Newport. The upper sandy unit is in direct contact with the overlying sediments
of the Columbia Formation from the Greater Wilmington Airport area northward
to the Christina River. Thus, in this area upper Potomac sands can be in direct

contact with overlying Columbia sand beds and form a single hydrologic unit
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(aquifer). The Christina River is located approximately on the northernwest edge
of these upp®-sand beds (Woodruff, 1985).

By comparison, the lower sandy zone of the Potomac Formation extends
further north than the upper sandy zone and underlies Columbia sediments in the
entire area surrounding the Newport site until they pinch out at the Fall Zone.
The relative positions of these various stratigraphic units are shown schematically
in Figure 4-2, derived from Woodruff, 1985.

Well sorted, fine to medium sands generally make up the sandy fraction of the
upper part of the formation, but sands may locally be coarse in channels. The
lower part of the Potomac Formation is typically described as variegated red,
gray, purple, yellow, and white, frequently lignitic, silt and clays containing
interbedded white, gray, and rust-brown coarse sands and some gravel (Woodruff
and Thompson, 1975).

4.3 HYDROGEOLOGY

Because Holocene age sediments are not extensive or thick enough to be
considered as significant sources of water supply, the Columbia and Potomac
sands consititute the aquifers in this region. The Columbia deposits are part of an
interdependent stream-aquifer system in the Delaware Coastal Plain. They
comprise the uppermost, and most permeable, section of saturated sand in the
water table aquifer throughout most of Delaware. These Pleistocene deposits
receive most recharge reaching the water table and are the outlet for most
ground-water discharge. The small Coastal Plain streams that are incised into the
upper part of the Columbia deposits derive much of their flow from ground-water
runoff. Except for periods of overland runoff, the streams act as shallow drains
from the aquifer. Precipitation and evapotranspiration rates determine the
recharge rate to the aquifer, and, in turn, changes in storage in the aquifer closely
control the base flow of the draining streams (Johnston, 1973). Much vertical
recharge to deeper aquifers probably takes place through the Columbia Formation.
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Althougfrnot in the Newport area, many shallow domestic wells and irrigation
wells tap Columbia sands in northern Delaware. There are even some high~
yielding industrial wells where drilling has encountered thick Columbia
paleochannels (Woodruff, 1969). However, due to the relatively thin nature of the
Columbia sands near the Newport area, they are not considered a significant
source of water supply in this area. Perhaps their most important hydrologic
function here is to provide recharge to deeper underlying lower aquifer of the
Potomac Formation {Woodruff, 1984). '

The sands of the Potomac Formation in the northern part of the Coastal Plain
are generally thin and irregular in extent and thickness. Although the average
grain size of individual sandy units is usually constant over short lateral distances,
the grain size varies widely among sands of the Potomac Formation as a whole

and, therefore, the yield from the Potomac aquifers is highly variable. Despite -

the yield variability, the Potomac aquifers serves as the major sources of water
supply in the area.

As mentioned earlier, the upper and lower sands of the Potomac Formation
typically operate as separate hydrologic units (Woodruff, 1984). Because the
upper sandy zone appears to subcrop to the south of the Newport area, the lower
Potomac aquifer is apparently the only Potomac unit encountered at the Newport
site. The potential for recharging water into both the upper and lower Potomac
aquifers has been evaluated on the basis of physical properties of the sediments
and on water table evaluations and flow directions. The lower Potomac aquifer is
largely recharged in an area north of the Newport site when major ground water
withdrawals from the lower Potomac are not occurring in adjacent areas (which
condition presently exists). The upper Potomac aquifer is probably recharged in a
large area southwest and northeast from the Greater Wilmington Airport
(Woodruff, 1984). Consequently, the Newport site is not located in the recharge
area of the upper or lower Potomac aquifer.
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From an analysis of ground water flow between hydrologic basins, the
Newport arfe along the Christina River has been specifically noted in the
literature for its lack of flow in the lower Potomac aquifer into adjoining areas.
In fact there is "excess ground water in the Potomac Formation which appears to
be discharging to the Christina River" (Woodruff, 1984). Figure 4-3 shows the
general area of probable discharge in the vicinity of Newport that has been
mapped by the Delaware Geological Survey (Petty et al; 1983). The prime
significance of this data is that ground water (and contaminants) in the lower
Potomac aquifer at the Newport Landfill site is apparently discharging to the
Christina River and not flowing south or southeastward toward the Greater
Wilmington Airport or Wilmington Manor areas where active public water supply
wells are located.
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SECTION 5
SITE HYDROGEOLOGY

Some hydrogeologic investigations have been conducted at, and in the
immediate vicinity of, the anorth disposal site. On the basis of monitoring well and
boring descriptions, as well as the ground-water level monitoring program
conducted by Du Pont, an initial model of ground water flow can be made. These
hydrogeologic deductions provide the basis for inferring the fate of contaminants
introduced into the ground-water system can be evaluated in terms of migration
potential.

5.1 BORINGS/MONITORING WELLS

In addition to the previously existing supply wells WW-11 and WW-13, 16 test
borings and 13 monitoring wells were installed by Du Pont from 1975 to 1981 to
evaluate the geologic and hydrogeologic conditions in the vicinity of the site.
Table 5-1 provides a summary of the construction data and current operational
status of all of the monitoring wells and supply wells. In addition to WW-11 and
WW-13, ten of the original 13 monitoring wells are presently utilized to monitor
ground water quality and water levels. These data have been collected quarterly
and submitted to the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and
Environmental Control.

The locations of the two supply wells and 13 monitoring wells involved since
1975 in the ongoing evaluation program as shown in Figure 5-1. The majority of
the wells are located north of the Christina River. Boring logs for selected
representative wells are included in Appendix A.
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5.2 STRATIGRAPHY )

- e e

g

Site stratigraphy is based on a number of borings and monitoring wells
constructed between 1969 and 1981, The deepest boring, DM-7, was drilled to a
depth of 155 feet on the south side of the Christina River. Material described as
variegated silty sand with mica and labeled "decomposed rock", was encountered
at a depth of 139 to 155 feet. In DM-8, which is located near the north end of the
site, decomposed rock described as variegated silty clay with fine sand was
identified from 84 feet to 125 feet below the surface. Thus the depth of bedrock,
and correspondingly the thickness of the sediments overlying decomposed bedrock,
increases from 85 feet on the north side of the site to 139 feet in a southerly
direction across the site.

The oldest deposits resting on bedrock are sands, silts, and clays of the

Potomac Formation and which range in thickness from approximately 50 to~

100 feet across the site, with an average around 80 feet thick. Based on the
boring logs, the Potomac Formation consists of variegated brown, red, gray and
mostly medium to coarse sands and gravel with silt and clay; and red, white, gray
variegated clays with sand and silt. As demonstrated by the generalized cross-
section shown in Figure 5-2 (originally prepared by Du Pont) correlation between
individual sand beds within the lower Potomac is difficult from boring to boring.
Note that this cross-section is a compilation of most of the wells at the Newport
site, rather than a specific linear arrangement along a typical cross-section,

Sediments of the Columbia Formation unconformably overlie the Potomac
sediments; that is, they were deposited on an eroded, irregular Potomac surface.
The average thickness of the Columbia sediments is 20 to 30 feet based on the
boring logs. At specific locations the thickness can vary considerably in response
to erosion of the Pleistocene sediments prior to deposition of the younger deposits
or where Columbia channel sands have been deposited into deeply eroded into the
Potomac sediments. Boring DM-6, perhaps, gives some indication of this
possibility wherein Pleistocene sands and gravels might have been deposited in a
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channel lithologically similar Potomac sediments. Consequently, precise
identificatiof-of the top of the Potoriac sediments can be difficult. If the
complete interval of sands and g"ravels from 16 feet to 45 feet is considered
Columbia sediments, then DM-6 would represent the location of the thickest and
deepest Pleistocene deposits.

Based on the boring logs, the Columbia sediments are: gray, brown mostly
silts and fine to coarse sands with some gravel; and variegated clays. Correlation
of individual sands and/or clay beds in the Columbia between borings is difficult.
The irregular vertical and lateral distribution of the individual Columbia sand and
clay and is also suggested in Figure 5-2, where correlation of individual units
between borings is difficult.

Holocene deposits unconformably overlie the Columbia sediments. Although
the depth of this unconformity cannot, of course, be determined from the boring .
logs, these recent sediments are probably comprised of the relatively thin silts,
clays and organics identified in the uppermost intervals of many of the borings.
Some of the Holocene deposits likely to be indistinguishable from the uppermost
Columbia sediments. In this report, the Holocene deposits are included with the

Columbia sediments.
5.3 AQUIFERS

The aquifers at the site are the sand units of the Columbia and Potomac
Formations. The various sand beds in the Columbia are hydraulically connected
and therefore respond as a single unconfined, water table aquifer. This shallow
aquifer typically responds to variations in precipitation and is recharged directly
by rainfall. In addition, the tidal readings taken in the Christina River in
conjunction with ground water level measurements suggest that the Columbia
aquifer also responds hydraulically to changes in tidal influence on water levels in
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Christina River. The depth to the water table below ground surface ranges from
[, o . .

approximately 7 feet below ground at the north end of the site to ground surface

at the Christina River. '

The sand units of the Potomac Formation constitute the lower aquifer at the
site. As suggested by the approximately 20 to 30 foot separation in screen depths
of the supply wells WW-11 and WW-13, several different Potomac sand beds
capable of commercial quantities of water appear to exist in this area. However,
based on water level measurements collected in the Potomac Formation from
monitoring wells screened in a variety of sand intervals, the Potomac Formation
does appear to act as a single hydrologic unit.

As discussed previously, the hydrologic units within the Potomac Formation
have been- separated into the lower Potomac, upper Potomac, and, perhaps a
middle Potomac aquifer. According to Woodruff (985), the upper sandy unit of the
Potomac is present south of the Christina River in the Newport area, but does not
extend north of the River. Consequently, the Cretaceous sand aquifer

- encountered at the site appears to belong to the lower sandy zone or lower

Potomac aquifer.

The spatial distribution of the interbedded clay layers within and between the
Columbia and Potomac sediments determines the hydraulic communication
between the Columbia aquifer and the Potomac aquifer. The Delaware Geological
Survey has indicated that in some cases the sands of the Potomac Formation and
the sands of the Columbia Formation may act as single hydrologic unit (Woodruff,
1981). At the Newport site, the differences in the elevations of the water table in
the Columbia aquifer versus the potentiometric surface in the Potomac aquifer
indicate that these aquifers are separate hydrologic units. However, available
evidence suggests that hydraulic communication does occur between the Columbia
and Potomac aquifers.
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~ The 1916 Newport site hydrogr_aphs prepared by Du Pont (Figure 5-3) .
corroborate this conclusion. The hydraulic communication between the two
aquifers is discerned by comparison of water levels in the middle of July when one
or both of the supply wells, WW-11 and WW-13, were turned off. Not only do the
water levels in the two supply wells quickly recover, but all of these monitoring
wells recover quickly when the pumping ceased. Thus, the interbedded clay layers
separating the Columbia and Potomac aquifers do serve as aquitards which retard
vertical movement of water between the two aquifers, but they apparently do not
prevent hydraulic communication between the aquifers. As previously discussed,
the clay beds are discontinuous, thus, no continuous barrier retarding vertical flow
is present at the site.

5.4 GROUND-WATER MOVEMENT

In order to evaluate more fully the movement of ground water at the Newporf '
site both laterally and vertically, the water level data collected over a number of
years by Du Pont was evaluated. Although a number of hydrologic factors, such as
rainfall, regional water levels, tidal influences, etc., impact the water levels of
both aquifers to varying degrees at the site, the most striking impact is associated
with ground water withdrawals from the supply wells WW-11 and WW-13. As an
example, Figure 5-4 (prepared by Du Pont personnel) has been included here to
demonstrate the magnitude of the cone of depression created by pumping
WW-11. Withdrawals from WW-13 have similar impacts on the potentiometric
surface of the Potomac aquifer. In constrast, a fairly uniform hydraulic gradient
within the Potomac aquifer exists across the site when neither of the supply wells

are being pumped.
Since 1980, WW-11 and WW-13 have not been pumped for supply purposes at

the Newport plant. Consequently, cones of depression previously present have

ceased to exist. To evaluate the movement of ground water at the site subsequent
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to 1980, waser table and potentiometric surface contour maps were prepared on
the available water level data. As representative examples, Figures 5-5 and 5-6
depict ground-water elevations measured on-site in October 1986.

Figure 5-5, which is superimposed over a base map for the site, shows the
typical contour pattern of the potentiometric surface in the Potomac aquifer.
The fairly uniform direction of ground-water movement in response to the existing
hydraulic gradients is toward the southeast on the north side of the Christina
River. The ground-water elevations in monitor wells DML-7 and DMU-7 do not
vary enough to make a strong definitive statement of the direction of ground-
water movement in the Potomac aquifer on the south side of the Christina River.

- However, during measuring episodes when water levels were available for DM-5 or

DM-4, the majority of the water level data suggest a small degree of horizontal

flow component within the Potomac aquifer to the northwest (toward the
Christina River). These data are supported by Woodruff (1984), wherein excess

water in the lower Potomac aquifer is reported to discharge to the Christina

River.

In comparison, the contour map of the October 1986 ground-water elevations
in the Columbia aquifer (Figure 5-6) suggests a more intricate and varied
movement of ground water in response to hydraulic gradients in the water table
aquifer. This interpretation of the available data is based on the apparent
relationship between surface topography and the depth to the water table in the
Columbia aquifer. In the northern portion of the site, there is a fairly uniform
southerly flow of ground water. However, the apparent discharge of ground water
from the Columbia aquifer into the lowlands adjacent to the Christina River
appears to have a strong control over the radial direction of ground water flow
away from the mounded land{ill area itself along the north side of the river. This
is not an unexpected phenomenon since the Columbia aquifer is commonly
considered the source of base flow in the streams in this area (Johnston, 1973).
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With respect to the north disposal site, precipitation infiltrates the fill materials
and then is &charged 1o the Chtjistiha’ijver and the intermittent tributary of the
River on the north and west sides of the landfill, :

5.5 RECHARGE/DISCHARGE

As discussed earlier, on a regional basis the Columbia aquifer frequently

serves a very important hydrologic function by providing recharge to the deeper

underlying sand units of the Potomac Formation. This basically occurs in areas
where the elevation of the water table in the Columbia aquifer is higher than the
potentiometric surface elevation within the Potomac aquifer. The degree to
which this type of recharge occurs depends on the magnitude of the difference in
the water level elevations of the two aquifers and the vertical permeability of the
aquicludes, or lack of, which separate the two hydrologic units.

Where the potentiometric surface elevation in the Potomac aquifer is higher
than the water table elevation in the Columbia aquifer, the potential exists for
the movement of ground water upward from the Potomac to the Columbia in
response to the vertical upward hydraulic gradient. Even if there is no net
vertical upward flow of Potomac water, the vertical gradient in this type of
situation prevents the downward movement of ground water from the Columbia
into the Potomac.

By overlaying the contour maps of the water level elevations in the Columbia
and Potomac aquifers, the relative head differences and dirgction of vertical
hydraulic gradients can be discerned. The net result of this comparison is shown
in Figure 5-7. As the available data suggest, the artificially mounded landfill on
the north side of the Christina River has higher water level elevations than the
Columbia aquifer. Consequently, the potential exists for localized downward
vertical movement of ground water.
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The general area to the north and northeast of the site also has head
differences ?ﬁ'ggestive of a recharge area. In contrast, the Christina River and
associated lowlands surrounding the landfill have an apparent upward vertical
hydraulic gradient and thus are potential discharge areas as suggested by Wooaruff
(1984). The areas identified in Figure 5-7 as discharge areas correspond to the
discharge area shown by Petty et al. (1983), but show the boundaries in greater
detail in accordance with the specific drainage patterns associated with the
Christina River lowlands at the Newport site.

5.6 CONTAMINANT MIGRATION

Monitoring wells in the area of the north disposal site typically show evidence

_of contamination by barium, cadmium, and zinc. Available ground water quality

monitoring data and included as Appendix B.

Upgradient shallow wells (SM-2 and SM-5) show no or low levels of these
metals. However, shallow wells SM-3, and SM-4, at the southern limit of the
north disposal site typically contain these metals in concentrations at or above

their respective drinking water standards. Trichloroethylene  and
tetrachloroethylene have also been reported in SM-3, at concentrations between
10 and 100 ug/l. In SM-1, just north of the Christina River east of the north
disposal site, only barium appears in ground water in significant concentrations
(i.e., above its drinking water standards).

A somewhat similar pattern is seen in the deep (Potomac Formation) wells
north of the Christina River. Monitoring well DM-3, at the southern boundary of
the north disposal site, typically shows the highest levels of contamination
observed, with concentrations of cadmium and zinc well above their respective
drinking water standards, and concentrations of. tetrachloroethylene typically

above 200 ug/L. Trichloroethylene has also been detected in low concentrations
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(less than 10 ug/ 1) at this location. Relatwely low contaminant concentranons are
observed in DM-6 at the southwest corner of the site, with levels of cadmium
slightly above drinking water standards (typically 0.02 to 0.03 mg/).

The deep wells upgradient of the north disposal site include the two former
water supply wells (WW-11*and WW-13), DM-1, which is just north of the north
disposal site, and DM-8, which is on the plant site to the northeast. The water
supply wells typically contained cadmium above 0.01 mg/l while they were in
operation. Since these wells have stopped pumping, cadmium levels are generally
below the drinking water standard of 0.01 mg/l. Well DM-1, north of the disposal
site, also contained levels of barium and cadmium above drinking water standards
during 1977-1980, possibly as a result of flow to the north from the landfill
induced by the water supply wells during their operatin, Well DM-8, northeast of
the landfill, also shows evidence of contamination by cadmium, zinc, and
tetrachloroethylene. )

Although the Christina River appears to represent a boundary to contaminant
migratioﬁ from the north disposal site, some contamination has been observed in
monitoring wells in the Potomac Formation south of the river (DM-4/5, DML-7
and DMU-7). Cadmium, barium, and tetrachloroethylene have been observed in
the DM-4/5 well pair, The heavy metal contaminants associated with the site
(barium, cadmium, and zinc) have not been observed in the DML-7/DMU-7 pair
south of the north disposal site, indicating that southerly migration of these
contaminants has not occurred. However, recent data suggests the presence of
tetrachloroethylene in the shallower well, DMU-7. Water quality data in wells
south of the Christina River suggests a separate source of contaminants in this

area.

Recent water quality data also indicates some localized ground water
containing radioactivity levels which exceed drinking water standards. Some
disposal of thoriated nickel (a radioactive substance in an insoluble metal matrix)
has occurred at the north disposal site. However, regional geologic data
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(less than 10 ug/ 1) at this location. Relatively low contaminant concentrations are
observed in DM-6 at the southwest corner of the site, with levels of cadmium
slightly above drinking water standards (typically 0.02 to 0.03 mg/D).

The deep wells upgradient of the north disposal site include the two former
water supply wells (WW-11*and WW-13), DM-1, which is just north of the north
disposal site, and DM-8, which is on the plant site to the northeast. The water
supply wells typically contained cadmium above 0.01 mg/l while they were in
operation. Since these wells have stopped pumping, cadmium levels are generally
below the drinking water standard of 0.01 mg/l. Well DM-1, north of the disposal
site, also contained levels of barium and cadmium above drinking water standards
during 1977-1980, possibly as a result of flow to the north from the landfill
induced by the water supply wells during their operatin. Well DM-8, northeast of
the landfill, also shows evidence of contamination by cadmium, zinc, and
tetrachloroethylene. ’

Although the Christina River appears to represent a boundary to contaminant
migratioﬁ from the north disposal site, some contamination has been observed in
monitoring wells in the Potomac Formation south of the river (DM-4/5, DML-7
and DMU-7). Cadmium, barium, and tetrachloroethylene have been observed in
the DM-4/5 well pair. The heavy metal contaminants associated with the site
(barium, cadmium, and zinc) have not been observed in the DML-7/DMU-7 pair
south of the north disposal site, indicating that southerly migration of these
contaminants has not occurred. However, recent data suggests the presence of
tetrachloroethylene in the shallower well, DMU-7. Water quality data in wells
south of the Christina River suggests a separate source of contaminants in this
area.

Recent water quality data also indicates some localized ground water
containing radioactivity levels which exceed drinking water standards. Some
disposal of thoriated nickel (a radioactive substance in an insoluble metal matrix)
has occurred at the north disposal site. However, regional geologic data
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(Woodruff and Thompson, 1975) indicate the presence of pegmatitic veins and
lignitic clayS; these geologic features are commonly associated with high levels of
naturally occurring background radiation. The available data are insufficient to
determine whether background radiation or waste disposal at the North Disposal
site are contributing to the observed levels of radioactivity.

The overall conclusions regarding the hydrogeology of the local Columbia and
Potomac Formations can be applied to an evaluation of the migration of
contaminants in the ground-water system relative to the north disposal site. For
example, if the concentrations of cadmium are historically reviewed for the
monitoring wells, DM-8 stands out as a well location where notable concentrations
of cadmium have confdﬁuously been measured in the Potomac Formation from
1981 to 1987. Because the adjacent Columbia monitor well, SM-5, has never
shown high cadmium concentrations, the cadmium source is not in the immediate

vicinity of DM-8. The most plausible explanation of cadmium concentrations at-

this location is related to the directional flow components of local ground-water
movement between and within the Columbia Formation and the Potomac
. Formation associated with previous ground water withdrawals from supply wells
WW-11 and WW-13.

Recognizing the waste disposal in the area and ground water withdrawals
from WW-11 and WW-13 extended over a period of decades, the cadmium
concentrations in ground-water samples from DM-8 reflect: 1) the vertical
downward gradient between the Columbia aquifer and the Potomac aquifer at the
disposal site; and 2) the downward vertical gradient and northerly component of
horizontal flow ,in the Potomac aquifer temporarily created by the cone of
depression induced by ground water withdrawals in WW-1! and WW-13, Because
these supply wells were only taken out of service about 1980, the return of the
vertical and horizontal flow components to the apparent present day conditions
has not existed over a significantly long enough period of time to allow removal of
contaminants from the Potomac aquifer in the immediate vicinity of DM-8.
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Thus the. DM-8 cadmium concentrations reported since 1981 probably are
relics or artifacts of the downward and northward flow gradient that existed only
when WW-11 and WW-13 served as active water supply wells. Since their
abandonment, however, the flow gradients in the Potomac aquifer have reversed
to the normal southward horizontal flow and the normal vertical upward gradient

near the supply wells. In fact, the cadmium concentrations in DM-8 have

consistently declined since 1983. Although the cadmium levels in WW-11 and
WW-13 were never very high, they have likewise dropped significantly in the last
seven to ten years, along with decreasing levels of zinc and barium.

The hydrogeologic deductions can also be utilized with regard to the low
cadmium and zinc concentrations in DM-6, which lies at the immediate
southwestern edge of the north disposal site, versus the very high cadmium and
zinc concentrations at DM-3, in the main landfill area. The vertical downward
gradient from Columbia to the Potomac set up by the artificial mounding of
material on the landfill (to an elevation in excess of 25 feet above sea level) has
apparently been responsible for the movement of the contaminants down into the
Potomac aquifer at the DM-3 monitoring well location. In strong contrast, an
upward vertical gradient from the Potomac aquifer typically exists in the area of
discharge essentially surrounding the northern landfill site, as indicated by the
data reviewed for this analysis and corroborated by Woodruff's (1384) reporting of
Potomac aquifer discharge into the Christina River. This upward gradient in the
lowlands along the Christina River has apparently prevented any significant
downward movement of contaminants into the Potomac aquifer. Monitor well
SM-4 shows very high cadmium and zinc levels as does DM-3.

Another very interesting observation regarding SM-4 is that since at least
1982, this well has shown a decreasing trend in both cadmium and zinc. This
might reflect an increased upward gradient in the Potomac aquifer since the
curtailment of pumpage from WW-11 and WW-13, which decreases movement of
contaminants into the Columbia adjacent to the landfill.
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Therefoge, general contaminant migration scenario associated with the north
disposal site could be described as follows. Within the mounded landfill perimeter
contaminants have likely migrated downward into the Potomac sediments in
response to the artificially induced vertical downward gradient. This "island of
recharge®, however, is surrounded by an area of probable discharge from the
Potomac Formation due to the upward vertical gradients. As shown schematically

‘in Figure 5-8, the net effect of these hydrogeologic conditions could conceivably

be that virtually all of the contaminants in the Potomac aquifer derived from the
north disposal site are gradually being discharged into the Christina River.

The lack of contaminant migration in the Potomac aquifer southward beyond
the Christina River is indicated from the analyses of cadmium, barium, and zinc in
monitoring wells DMU-7 and DML-7, which are also located on the south side of

the Christina River. These wells, screened at 50-foot and 140-foot depths,

respectively, show no sign of any significant heavy metal contamination. The
recent observation of tetrachloroethylene concentrations in DMU-7 (but not
DML-7) suggest another source of ground-water contamination somewhere on the
south side of the Christina River. Presence of heavy metals (cadmium, zinc and
barium) and tetrachloroethylene at the DM-4/DM-5 location south of the river
also indicates a potential source on the south side of the river.

The results of this hydrogeologic evaluation address the potential for
contaminant migration from the northern landfill site to potential ground-water
users south of the Christina River. The probable source of water in the Columbia
aquifer along Old Airport Road is local infiltration of precipitation. At the
Newport plant site, all available evidence suggests that water in the Columbia
aquifer discharges locally to the Christina River or its tributaries. With respect
to the Artesian Water Company-Wilmington Airport wells, ground water flow is
upward in the lower Potomac near the north disposal site and apparently
discharges into the Christina River as Woodruff (1984) reported, whereas recharge
to the Potomac aquifer several miles south of the plant site is by local vertical
infiltration.
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TABLE 5-1
NEWPORT PLANT

= MONITCR WELLS
(MSL)
Screened Ground
Designation - TD Interval Aguifer Elevation Status
SM-1 24! 17 - 21 Columbia 21.1° Active
SM-2 23’ 21'- 25" Columbia 13.%' Active
SM-3 35' 33! - 357 Columbia 25.0' Active
SM-4 - s1 20" - 25 Columbia 3.1' Active(l)
SM-5 20" 15' - 20 Columbia 18.6' Active
DM-1 56" 27 - 31 Columbia 16.0° Plugged
DM-3 63' 53 - 62' Potomac 24.8' " Plugged
DM-4 51’ ? - 51" Potomac 7.6 Active
DM-5 81! 53' - 63' Potomac 7.7 Plugged
DM-6 70 60'- 70 Potomac 3.1 Active
DMU-7 50 40' - 50! Potomac 9,5 Active
DML-7 155 135' - 14% Potomac 9.5 Active
DM-8 126' 45' - 55! Potomac 18.0 Active
WW-11 65' 50' - 60' Potomac 22.0! Active(2)
WW-13 112" 88' - 99" Potomac 23.2' Active(2)

(1) Formerly DM-2; reclassified as SM-4 due to sereened interval in-Columbia
(2) Not utilized for supply purposes since approximately 1980
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- SECTION 6
POTENTIAL RECEPTORS

Water supplies in the vicinity of the site were identified as potential
receptors of ground-water contamination from the north disposal site. Three
potential receptors were identified. These included two public water supplies in
the area - the Artesian Water Company, and Wilmington Suburban Water
Corporation. In addition, one area of local ground water usage via private wells
was identified - along Old Airport Road southwest of the site. The following
sections briefly describe available information concerning these potential
receptors. Figure 6-1 illustrates the locations of the ground-water supplies within
3 miles of the site.

6.1 WILMINGTON SUBURBAN WATER CORPORATION

The Wilmington Suburban Water Corporation currently uses only surface
water supplies although the Corporation formerly used ground water supplies. The
main surface water intake is located almost due west (upstream) of the Newport
facility at the junction of the White City and Red Clay Creeks (tributary to the
Christina River). Since the Wilmington Suburban intakes are located upstream of
the site on tributaries to the Christina River, no impact to these receptors from

the site is expected.
6.2 THE ARTESIAN WATER COMPANY

The Artesian Water Company, with offices in Newark, Delaware, operates a
water supply comprising 42 wells over an area of about 110 square miles. The
population served by the Artesian Water Company is approximately 150,000,
according to the HRS Scoring (USEPA, 1986). Total supply of the system averages
approximately 11,000,000 gpd.

iw87-104-6 6-1
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The weMs nearest to the site operated by Artesian Water Company are
located at the Wilmington Airport approximately 1-1/2 miles southeast of the site
(see Figure 6-1). Three wells are operated at this location on an intermittent
basis to meet the peak demand to meet the peak demand. (4-6 months during the
summer season). Quality of this water is considered to be poor due to high natural
background concentrations of iron and manganese. When operating, these wells
provide approximately 500,000 gpd, or less than 5% of the average system
supply. On an annual basis, these wells provide about 2% of the Artesian system

supply.

The primary supply of the Artesian Water Company is provided by wells 3
miles or more from the site which are interconnected in the distribution system.
Figure 6-1 shows the permanently operated wells nearest the site, which are
located at Wilmington Manor, 3 miles southeast of the site.

As discussed in Section 5, there is no evidence that contamination from the
north disposal site is likely to migrate to the Artesian Water Company Wells
southeast of the site. In addition, the wells operated at the Wilmington Airport do
not appear to represent an irreplacable component of the Wilmington Supply, but
rather represent low quality water used for peaking purposes only.

6.3 PRIVATE RESIDENCES ON OLD AIRPORT ROAD

The potential ground-water receptors closest to the site are the
approximately 25 private residences along Old Airport Road southwest of the site
(see Figure 6-1). According to documentation collected by USEPA to support the
HRS scoring, at least 2 private wells with depths of about 20 to 25 feet are
operated in this area. The Artesian Water Company, which services this area, has
no records of connections to residents in this area. It is therefore reasonable to
assume that all residences are supplied with drinking water from private wells.
With the exception of the two relatively shallow wells documented by USEPA,

lw87-104-6 6-2
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depths of other wells in the area are unknown. Based upon the analysis of
hydrogeologf'éf the area presented in Section 5 above, it is highly unlikely that
contamination from the north disp;osal site could impact private wells in this
area. Shallow ground water in this area is likely recharged by infiltration, with
discharge northward to the Christina River.

If ground-water contamination is observed in the area of Old Airport Road, it
is likely to be related to local land use patterns, which includes a high density of
large automobile junkyards between Old Airport Road and the Christina River.

Although the Artesian Water Company does not currently supply water to
residents in this area, this company has a water main along Old Airport Road,
according to Mr. B. Lakshman, chief engineer of the company. If contamination is
observed in private wells along Old Airport Road, public water supply may be

readily available.

Iw87-104-6 6-3
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SECTION 7
- LIMITATIONS

The -professional opinions presented in this report are based upon our
interpretation of available' information. No new information was generated by
WCC. Primary sources of information included: description of regional
geohydrology developed by the Delaware Geological survey; information
concerning site history, waste characteristics, hydrogeology and ground water
quality collected by Du Pont; information available from USEPA f{iles concerning
the site; and information provided by water purveyors in the area. We have
assumed that the information available to us is complete and accurate, and have
developed our interpretation based upon the best available data. In interpreting
available information, we have assumed that the data are representative of actual
prevailing geohydrologic conditions. Our conclusions are based upon our’
understanding of site conditions and history and our general experience. Our
engineering work and judgements rendered meet current professional standards,
and reflect a degree of conservatism WCC deems proper for this project at this

time.

Iw87-104-8 7-1
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2 144 4L 5 1.0 5 SR oe 2 3 | 30-31
R i o 21-12
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4-35
21 eod225 222 oame-as abhave 2l 2! 6l
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*A Number of blows of 140 Ib. hammer dropped 30 in. required to drive 2 in. split-spoon sampler for each of 551
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s B Number of blows of 300 Ib. hammer dropped 18 in. requir:d to drive ....... in. casing 12 inches. n-53
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(
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P
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27-28 \

L2.0' 2" PVC Sch, LD pipn

25-29 .
30

1 = 2" PNC Fgmale_iﬁap'fnr

30-31

An DUYM Dlus
hand - - bl =)

31-33
32-33

[ A o

[all) 3" _Steoel-Ripe

~34

| "34-38
35-3¢

1 an 4 3 a
13" T35l Lap—ionis
1+ -Bags—Foriland—Cement

30-37
T7-38

33-39

i

:

41-42

T
o4

i

45-48
46-47

4743

£

*A Number of blows of 140 1b. hammer dropped 30 in. required to drive 2 in. split-spoon sampler for each of thred 36-81
€ in. increments. $1-83

¢ B Number of blows of 300 Ib. hammer dropped 18 in. requir:4 to drive
REMARKS:

----------------- LR R N N R R R R U]

|

................................................................

...............................................................




WALTON CORPCRATION ¥Am-5

"ASING USED FOR
‘15 & DME | ‘ ' Driﬂ;?:wc;;n.tractor mg‘,;
ow pyc SCHEDULE 40 P. 0. BOX 1097, NEWARK, DELAVARE 19711 o1
! BORIMNG LOG 1- 2
1 T DH-5 N
®
NAME ...... Dupont Compgny . ... neere sreennen teeeeneerens PROJECTNO. .................| 5
- . 58
...... Newport, . Blant .. ... ............iieceeceieeineini.... . SUPERVISOR ceietereenrenaee.] 650
. . ) i % 8
BORING NO. DRILLER DATE "
ﬁ_ha-_t_- éﬁr)m“-"' __R. Erickson 1-77 —_—
EATHER _.. SURFACE ELEVATION DATUM —e
Milad 10-11
Sample =ﬁpth Strats = . *Blows -;;—3-;—-—-
e | Depth - Peet Peet Driller’s Description of Materials A ETRT
No. | From | To | Prom| To e
1 0O 5,01 0 Grav & Brn. Silty Clay w/Organids -:l:::—:-—
2 1s5.0 l10.0 Same w/Sand Lenses TXT
3 110.0}15.0 Same ‘ i_;::.,%__.
4 115.0120.0 Szne Less F Sand 20-21
5 120,0 Eﬁ,o Same More F Sand %;:::——
6 125.0]30.0/ . - [32.0{Same More F/M Sand 2t
- 7 30,0125,0!32,0/38,0{Brn, F/I Sand w/Clav Lenses %—'—:—:—-——
L8 135,C140.0) 438, Var, € Sa2nd w/Clay Lenses 20-27
. 9 _140,0145,0 Same %7_3_-_:_:‘;___
10 15£5,0150.0 Same | 29-30
11 |s0.0!55.0 50,0|Same More F/i Sand =
50,0{53.0/Clay Lensé 32-33
12 155 0lga.0 FHA Brn. Sznd i
13 160.0165.0 FMC _Brn. Sang 35-36
14 165.0170.0 73.0/ FIC Brn., Sand Tr, Glay ";'—:%E——-
3.0 1?24, 0/Gray Clay Tense 332
= ' 35-40
6,0 178,0lSand Lense Brn. F/M Sand o
8.0 {81.0|Gray Clay %_“‘-'.;__._
15 170.0181.0 Brn, F/!1 Sand & Gray Clay ﬁ-:
' ke
4847
€43
4849
e 45 50
SA Number of blows of 140 1b. hammer dropped 30 in. required to drive 2 in. split-spoon sampler for each of throd 5651
¢ in. increments. i : 51-52
¢ B Number of blows of 300 Ib. hammer droppead 18 in. requir:d to drive ....... in casing 12 inches S2-L3
maanks: .. 210" PVC #16 Slot. Mell Screen 53.0263.0. .ciiciiuieennennens e
...Gravel. Pack. £3.0n50.0.43,0-50,0. Bentonite. .Pellets. ....oceeeeennnnennnnnn.. ) =5
. (125
...Pressure Grouted w/Cement 49 0 0 SEOUND WATED H—
' 5553
..l’.!'.lo.o‘o;'ﬂc{ '}ﬁ"{ ......................................... . - ‘3_53
Ut 100688 i} =




°. - WAL ON LUK UM LBV " pIN ~k
Drilling Contractur

P. 0. BOX 1097, NEWARK, DELAWARE 19711

BORING LOG
DM-6

name ..DuPont.Company............. ceaseens eeecesssacsnenecsoananne PROJECTNO. ....ccouvenenn... .

: .. CoL
.Newport Plant. ... ceveesereissernnrernnons +e+es...BUPERVISOR

------------------

BLOWS
CASING

0- 1

1- 2
2-3
3-4
48
5- 6
-6 9

7- 8

BORING | ¥ |DRILLER — |DATE -
ORING Mve11 pt. 4 S. Bethard 5-2-77

8- 9
$-10

EAT 'SURFACB ELEVATION DATUM
Sunny & Warm

10-11

=

Sample Depth Stoats . *Blows
pse | Depth - Feet Feet

Driller's Description of Materials A

 Top Marsh Orgznics

11-12
12-13
13-1¢ °
14-15
15-16

| Gray Clayey Silt w/Qrganics

16-17
17-18

1 1l w/Orparics

Gray Clayey Silt w/Organics

Brn. ¥/1 Sand

N
b
o
A
o
Q

Brn. F/C Sand & Gravel w/Clay

_30.0{ 35,0! Same

35.0! 41,0| Same

41.0| 45.0! Brn. Clavey F/C Sand & Gravel

45.0] 50.0! Red & Brn. Glay w/Sand

50.0{ 57.0!Same

57.0160.0! Red & Brn. Sandy Clay

60,0{70,0!Brn. F/C Sond & Gravel w/Tr, Clay

.-_-==—_—-———-——-———-l—_________________J_____L__ T

sA Number of blows of 140 1b. hammer dropped 30 in. required to drive 2 In. split-spoon sampler for each of threq 50-51

6 in. jncrements.

& B Number of blows of 300 Ib. hammer dropp=d 18 in. requir» to drive . ..... in. casing 12 fnches. 'z_i-:i?»:
REMARKS: .2 %10 'PVC #16.8)0t.....5e4.¥ell. Screen .60.0420.0uuneennrenneennnns T —
_Gravel . Pack.70.0:55.0...54=55. B2ntonite Pelleds. coeereerrennenneeeeoreeeees) = @
: GROUND WATER ——
.Pressure. Grouted. w/Cenent. 54.0.=..0........ | 55—
5e.53
........................................................... L e
2 IANADN O | 6
AR ARG oo Ud




. - WALTON CORPORATION
Drilling Contractor gkgl‘:% ON
P. O. BOX 1097, NEWARK, DELAYARE 19711 . B
BORING LOG . 1- 2 |
® X S—
. -4
bae.......... E.1..DuPont. De. Wemours. & .Company........ Felieerans PROJECTNO. .................] %%_____
.......... Newport Plant, Newport, DE. .. . . . . . . ... ... . SUPERVISOR ................ )} &% ‘
' S
§ KING NO. —_ DRILLER < DATE 8- 9
FEATHER — URFACE uvnxéja\r’ er DATUM 2-8-81 §-10
_ Cloudy 10-11
E ] e e e oo 11‘12
Sample Depth Strata . *Blows 12-13
Sample | Depth - Pect Peet Driller’s Description of Materials A 13-1¢
RNo. From To From To 14-18
b e :
{ 0 | 20]|6ray Si1t w/Some Clay oo
] : 2 n 8.0 Gray Silty Clay w/Tr Veg 17-18
¥ 18-19
1l 140 155 140 1 Gray Silty Clay w/Veg. 1 3 121580
: 2 9.0 110.5 12.5 | Same 1 11 2 }.30-21
3 hsao fis.5]|12.5 Gray Silty €1 nses #Tr. 11 |1 | 2 |5o—r
k Vegetation 23-2¢
4 hoo |20.5 Same 111lo e
* 5 ba_0 |25.5 24.5 | Same ’ w11 |1 |=&%
24,5 127,5 | Grav F/M Sand w/Mica & Tr. Silt ]
9.0 130.5127.5132,5 |Gray F/C Sand w/Clay lenses, Veg, & 111 11 26-30
30-31
i Ir. Gravel 31.32
+ 7 bBa.0 |35.5/32.5037.0 |Gray F/C Sand & Gravel . 12 |53 |10 |32
33-3¢
] 8 9.0 140,5137,0142.0 !Rad F/M Sandy Clay w/Tr Gravel 168 9 13¢5 |
!" 9 _KB4.0 145,5142.0 Yar. Clayey F/C Sand w/Tr Sii1t & Grav! 4 | 3 ! 2 :5'35
0=-37
" 10 _¥9.0 RO 8 No Recovery (2 attemnts) 3.1 211 1373
k4.0 lss s Red £ Sand w/Tr. Gravel MR ——--—::_::
12 _p9.0 1605 Same (Tr Silt) 4.1 3 1 2 14041
13_pa.Q0 165.8 £5.2 !Same (Tr Silt) gigles :;:i
65 2 Red F Sandy Clay w/TeSil4 et ga—
12 koo lwmns Same 15 lgliz [T
: 647
15 P4 0 1758 75.2—Same 0112 118 4 ¢7-48
. 48-49
49-50
sA Number of blows of 140 1b. hammer dropped 30 in. required to drive 2 in. split-spoon sampler for each of thre §0-51
¢ in increments. 51-52
¢ 3 Number of blows of 300 1b. hammer dropped 18 in. required to drive ....... in casing 12 inches. :::::
[ "ARKS: ........ et . an ROOS B 7. 8. e T8
‘ ........  eennees AWNASR WAEOY  USEBG e evaeeerererreracenesiorssiosesssoessessostonssonnsnennsessnssensed :t::
GROUND WATER
..................... 8 Mashed. ahead.of auger!s .. ... 5758
\ ! [TX3)
........ v

100D 3N



WALTON CORPORATION
Drilling Contractor BLOWS ON

CASING B
P. 0. BOX 1097, NEWARK, DELAVARE 15711 -

.BORING LOG T

5t

wee ....E.1. DuPont.De.Demqurs .& Company.......... veeenesereies-PROJECTNO. ..ooernnnnnn...., ;::

....Newport plant, Newport. DE............. reernerrreran SUPERVISOR ................. |
BEING NO. DRILLER DATE o

WEATHER DM-7 Cont [FURFACE ELEVATION DATUM 1::::

e—————  § T § |

L

H

t

l

I

Sample Depth Strata *Blows 13-13
lhmh Depth - Pest Peet ~ Driller's Description of Materials A 1316
14-15

(

l

ﬁ

Var, Clavey F Sand w/Tr. Silt
16 179.0 180. | Same g 132118

80.0 White Silty Clay w/Tr. F Sand

18-17

%)
-y
J
[
-

f 7 1030 |
| _80 _181.0 | White Silty Clay w/Ir. F Sand 20-21 s
17 i84.0 185.5! B1.0IR6. 5 | Var Clayey F/C Sand w/Tr Silt
18 189.0 ! 90.5! Be. 5 Red & White Silty Clay
94 .2 | Same £
94,2196 8§ | White Clayey F/M Sand w/Ty Sil¢
6.8 Yar Silty Clay w/Te F Sand 8
107 01 Same 5
1072 00112 0| Gray Silty Clay w/Tr. Voo, 2
112001701 Light G . T y 23
117.0 [122.5 | Grav Clavey E/M Sand w/Veg. &
122.5 Dk, Grav Organic Clay w/Silt 20
33.5 | Same & Wood 29
133,5 037.0 | Var. Clayey F/M Sandw/Si1t 13
137,01~ 1Var Siity Sand w/Mira 11
Same 15
Same i 17

155 5! Same l&-f

=A Number of blows of 140 Ib. hammer dropped 30 1n. required fo drive 2 in. split-spoon sampler for each of j
¢ in. increments.

B Number of blows of 300 1b. hammer dropped 18 in. required to drive ....... in. casing 12 inches.
EMARKS: .... K DECOmDOSed ROCKk e

GROUND WATER




.

hdl LAY []

L4

r

THICKNESS OF

DEPTH TO BOTTO

"y

DRILLERS LOG permit 429178 STRATUM OF STRATM
Coev Qury _Cuny w [ Veceramisd 2z /o
= Gren BuTy gdc.}ﬁ’( o [Sansd. LEJuSsg /3.0 24 o
| Coeer F-iM_ Sawd wlmeanocsd] [3.0 37.0
o ‘\/w;%ail& F_/M Sandy CLay ui§n~b‘lggl 3.0 bHo.o

q—

1-3 6.P.M. Clear (plant Site)

Pressuré Grouted 39' to O

Gravel Pack 39.0 to 50.0°

Casing PVC +2 to 40 (4%)

Screen PVC 40 to 50 (4")

<2
<3
i:"‘

DMU-T ¢

109692



FaycT 4 VUi ¢

WALTON CORPORATION

~A Number of blows of 140 1b. hammer dropped 30 in. uqnind to drive 2 in. split-spoon sampler for uch of thred 39-51

¢ in increments.

annwuuomdmm.mumpmummmauame ....... in easing 12 inches.
~EMARKS: ...7. Het on Spoon .8.14.0.......... R
............... F WAE R WAL O USBO -everrreenerrsosnseaseorenstcssssssesonssssconansssossosssesoseesssnsesd

B Washed ahead of augers

GROUND WATXR

- 3 Drilling Contractor gligx\:sc (;x
P. 0. BOX 1097, NEWARK, DELAYARE 1971} .
BORING LOG 1- 3
3-3 .
3- 4
ME ..... E.I. DuPont de Nemgurs & Company . ..................... PROJECTNO. .................] :':
..... Newport Plant, Newport, DE. @ . eereeeer...SUPERVISOR ................ | &3 |
-8
IRING NO DEILLER DATE .
i M-8 = G._ T;gv:: - 9-11-81 ‘Etfz"——"
VATION L
Sunny & Warm om 0.
— 1113
Sample Depth Strata ST
Il-mh Depth - Pest Peet Driller’s Description of Materials U T —
' 14-13
u o_lo.1 {Gravel Fin e R
| 0.1 10.3 | Fi11 (E/M Sand) 17-13
18-19
1 0.3 LD Brn- ;ili Hljr F Sand 19-30
F' 3 la0 |55 (a0 las |Ben Sivty F/M Sand witravel 021
21-22
4.5 160 [Ben Silt w/Tr Clay & Mica 22-33
f 2 9,0 1105180 0285 |Brn, Silty F/C Sand w/Gravel & Mica 17 {23-a¢
| 40 ligsly2shzg |Brn., Silty F Sand w/Mica & Tr. Gravel 2 :;:::
| & hopn lonsly7nhoa etk Micaceous Siltw/Clay 3 Te F g |3e-21
. | Sand %:-;———J
L 19.4 2.0 |var. F/C Sand w/Clay & Tr. Gravel Ta'-';'o—"_!
] -
8 1248 p 1258 5122 0l22 0 tVar, Clayey F Sand w/Silt 2 ::_z;
' 29,0130 528 0 129 2 |Red Sandy Clay w/Silt 32-33
l“L‘ 33-34
29.2 131 6 !Variponated Silty F Sand w/Tr Clay 34-35
7 134.0135.5]|31,5137.0 | variegated F Sandy Clay w/Silt 4 35-36
36-37
[ 8 39.0 140,5137,0 142.0 |Var, Clayey F/M Sand w/Silt 5 3758
9 laa,0fa55142 01470 lvar F Sandy Clay w/Silt 3 3:30
|10 la9.0}s0.51470l50 0 !Ren FsM Sand wrSils 7 4041
11 } 54,0185, 51820 Variegated Clayey E/C Sand w/Tr Silt !S5 :;‘_f;
i & Gravel 4344
. T
J2 159 .0 16808 835 J0114 4548
v 13 leanlessleasles 2 Ivar Sanay claywssine = s 115 s
= . | 49-50

3132
PG
T

IJ

l

§5-58
54-57

J

5758

7

|

§9-4¢

LOQR33




Page 2 of 2

P. O. BOX 1097,

-,

—

BOXKING NO,
DM-8 Continued

DRILLER

WALTON CORPORATION

-------------------------------------------

Drilling Contractor
NEWARK, DELAVARE 19711

BORING LOG

..................

URFA

BLOWS O}

CASING B

0- 1
1- 3
-3
3- 4

DATE

DATUM

Sample
Depth - Fent

Depth Strata
Peet

From | To

74.0! 75.5

| 69.01 70.5

Pron To

67.0

Driller's Description of Materials

Var. Silty Clay w/F Sand

Same

9.0

84,01 B5.8

y lay w/F Sand

”

O | N[Oy

f9.01 90.5

o

u n

n

14

94,01 95,5

| 1] L]

99 nlion &

15

104.01105 5

"

"

24

108.01110.5

16

114.01135.5

18

119.01120.5

n

L]

124.01125.8

128.8

" "

21

——g—

*A Number of blows of 140 1b. hamm

in. increments. . .

B Number of blows of 300 Jb. hammer dropped 18 in. required to drive ....... in casing 12 inches.
.umxs: v DenompRSEY . ROCK et ererenrieanes erresernes vereens reeereaeanenans
. . GROUND WATER

.......... A
VAL AL l
4

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

er dropped 30 ip. required to drive 2 in. lpllt-:poén sampler for each of
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. APPENDIX B

“AVAILABLE WATER QUALITY MONITORING DATA

4001 100036
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" DM-0H (Parameter History, by Sample Point)
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