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PREFERRED PLATING CORP.
Farmingdale, New York
 
 
Conditions at proposal (October 15, 1984): Preferred Plating Corp. conducted plating operations on a
0.5-acre site in Farmingdale, Town of Babylon, Suffolk County, New York, for more than 20 years, before
going out of business in 1976. Since then, several firms have occupied the site. None conducted similar
operations to Preferred Plating. An automobile repair shop now occupies the site.
 
From 1955 to 1976, the Suffolk County Department of Health made numerous tests of waste materials
contained in open pits. The pits were severely cracked and leaking, allowing discharges into ground water.
In 1975, the county identified four major contaminants--copper, chromium, cadmium, and hexavalent
chromium. About 15,000 people draw drinking water from wells within 3 miles of the site.
 
The county has taken various court actions through the years to upgrade on-site treatment facilities. The
court mandates were never accomplished. In 1976, Preferred Plating filed for bankruptcy.
 
Status (June 10, 1986): EPA is considering various alternatives for this site.
 
For more information about the hazardous substances identified in this narrative summary, including
general information regarding the effects of exposure to these substances on human health, please see
the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) ToxFAQs. ATSDR ToxFAQs can be
found on the Internet at ATSDR - ToxFAQs  (http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/index.asp) or by telephone
at 1-888-42-ATSDR or 1-888-422-8737.
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