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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 1 - 5 Post Office Square, Suite 100, Boston MA 02109 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Ten Tribal Nations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 17, 2021 

EPA Announces Plans to Use Funding from Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law to Clear Out the Superfund Backlog at 

Connecticut Superfund Site 

Initial resources will accelerate cleanup for Scovill Industrial Landfill 

Contact Information: Mikayla Rumph, (617) 918-1016, rumph.mikayla@epa.gov 

BOSTON (Dec. 17, 2021) – Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
announced a $1 billion investment from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to initiate 
cleanup and clear the backlog of 49 previously unfunded Superfund sites across the 
nation including Scovill Industrial Landfill in Waterbury, Conn. Until this historic 
investment, this site was a part of a backlog of hazardous waste sites awaiting funding. 
Thousands of contaminated sites exist nationally due to hazardous waste being 
dumped, left out in the open, or otherwise improperly managed. These sites include 
manufacturing facilities, processing plants, landfills and mining sites. 

“This work is just the beginning; with more than 1 in 4 Black and Hispanic Americans 
living within 3 miles of a Superfund site, EPA is working to serve people that have been 
left behind,” said EPA Administrator Michael S. Regan. “Approximately 60 percent of 
the sites to receive funding for new cleanup projects are in historically underserved 
communities. Communities living near many of the most serious uncontrolled or 
abandoned releases of contamination will finally get the protections they deserve.” 

“This site has been plagued with legacy contamination that, until now, EPA has not had 
the funding to cleanup,” said EPA New England Acting Regional Administrator Deb 
Szaro. “Getting this site off of the backlog list and cleaned up is a very important step 
for Waterbury to envision potential future uses for this area.” 

mailto:rumph.mikayla@epa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUfjCOjrO6QdpZicz-2F-2FrXw82PBik9a6NLuL3RCmy7kifgHY3a_wkDLDji-2FfG2GiLVVJBuPBB2abB1qT0Q1AZm61N83DAYr2NdSyCILY2jV-2FHB2HGTNXnxMSHasvAgPilb6UoG4WJYeyBc82BJyGpRGqFVyjdELlzNYGxD3gvusdDNx4bX9dJJzZU4ttLBv7J4w13exJPF-2FsuqHPSwg42dF7crlLCaaGxFxhndYxF0ED08F8Lle-2Fru2io77NLX8ZV9U4aDZZ7Y-2BrOQkBR5dzS8TxeYMVSKKd-2BrOhKM7R4VBfCI2dGV035xDTnzuNY-2BMx-2BbrlRGufySU4Dpypvba8R5xW27HRmgxM6dyo6R9BXJd9-2FY-2B2MKy26OAiMGCNsMw4Gv-2FMl-2BKxFgkFrR-2FddtJoEppSjwMiXs-3D&data=04%7C01%7CBender.Emily%40epa.gov%7C780b2b871fb943eafa1208d99a532695%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637710504190605113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=WnkLkMuVZewUZKi0dOcJV6xYOEadc6J%2BeuJ0LLpx4%2BA%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

    
 

   
    

 

     
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  
 

    
    

 
   

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
  

 

  
  

   
 

 

  
 

 
 

The $1 billion investment is the first wave of funding from the $3.5 billion in the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to help cleanup polluted Superfund sites in communities 
across the country. The backlog of previously unfunded sites that will now be receiving 
funding in New England are located in Connecticut, Maine and Vermont. 

The Scovill Industrial Landfill Site, added to the National Priorities List (NPL) in 2000, 
has been awaiting funding to complete the cleanup at the site since 2017. The site is a 
25-acre property located in Waterbury, Connecticut. The southern, 18-acre portion of 
the site consists of developed residential and commercial properties. The site’s northern 
portion, which is approximately seven acres, is undeveloped and referred to as the 
“Calabrese parcel.” 

The Scovill Manufacturing Company used the site from 1919 to the mid-1970s for 
disposal of ash, cinders, demolition debris and other wastes. In 1988, the Calabrese 
parcel was in the initial stages of development for a senior housing complex when 
industrial wastes were encountered. The development project was ordered to stop by 
the State until the extent and degree of contamination was identified. Contaminants 
identified and attributed to past site operations include: polynuclear aromatic 
hydrocarbons, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), metals and volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs).  

EPA has selected and designed a comprehensive cleanup remedy for the site, but the 
work to implement the cleanup still needs to be done. Future work at the site will include 
construction of a soil cap at the Calabrese parcel; excavation (to the groundwater table) 
and consolidation of soil under the new cap; and wetlands replication. 

“For years, the Scovill Industrial Landfill in Waterbury has posed a risk of contamination 
to residents nearby. This polluted former industrial site remains a concern, and I am 
proud that the EPA is using funds from the recently enacted bipartisan infrastructure 
package to take action in protecting the health of communities who live near these 
polluted sites. Connecticut residents don’t deserve to live near contaminated sites, and I 
am proud that these funds will deliver our communities the environmental-justice they 
deserve,” said U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal. 

“Cleaning up the Scovill Landfill in Waterbury is long overdue, and it’s great to see 
federal dollars from the bipartisan infrastructure bill fund critical projects that have been 
stuck in a backlog. This will go a long way toward improving the health of the East End,” 
said U.S. Senator Chris Murphy. 

“Recovering commercial and residential properties from prior damage boosts our local 
economy and is a critical component of preserving the environment and combating 
further damage from climate change,” said U.S. Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro. “I 
am proud that the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law I helped pass includes funding for 
remediation projects at nearly fifty Superfund sites across the country including the new 
cleanup construction project at Scovill Industrial Landfill. My constituents in Waterbury 



  
  

 
 

 
 

  

    
    

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

   
  

 
  

   
 

 
   

 
    

 
 

   
 

  
 

   

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

and I welcome this federal funding. For sites like Scovill and the others included in this 
round of funding, this federal investment is the only avenue through which this work can 
be accomplished and the properties returned to use. I look forward to working with the 
EPA and local stakeholders to redevelop this site and others throughout the country to 
the benefit of our public health, safety, and economy.” 

"I am excited to learn that the Scovill Industrial Landfill in Waterbury will receive federal 
funding from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act for cleanup construction 
projects," said U.S. Congresswoman Jahana Hayes. "Having grown up in this city, I 
have a true appreciation for how these toxic sites effect the health and safety of our 
communities. This funding through the EPA will help eliminate hazardous industrial 
waste from the 25-acre landfill. Congress worked hard to deliver this historic package to 
fund crucial projects like this, and I look forward to seeing the continued impact of this 
legislation in Connecticut." 

“The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) is pleased that 
federal funding is now available to USEPA to complete the cleanup of the Scovill 
Industrial Landfill Superfund site in Waterbury,” CTDEEP Commissioner Katie Dykes 
said. “DEEP has worked closely with USEPA since 2000 to ensure that pollution at this 
site is addressed in a manner that is protective of public health and the environment. 
Moving forward with this cleanup will provide closure to the people living and working at 
the site, and it will also enable property owners at the site to move forward with property 
improvements or transactions that have been on hold awaiting site cleanup.” 

“EPA’s announcement of infrastructure funding to kickstart the Scovill Landfill cleanup is 
welcomed news for the residents of Waterbury,” said Waterbury Mayor Neil O’Leary,
who serves on EPA’s Local Government Advisory Committee. “I want to thank 
Connecticut’s Congressional Delegation and our friends at EPA,” O’Leary added. “This 
infusion of money will kick start the superfund cleanup, bring local jobs to our 
community, and continue our work to cleanup, and redevelop contaminated property 
across our city.” 

EPA is committed to carrying out this work in line with President Biden’s Justice40 
Initiative by advancing environmental justice and incorporating equity considerations 
into all aspects of the Superfund cleanup process. This will help ensure that historic and 
ongoing impacts of contamination on overburdened communities are fully considered 
and addressed. 

EPA is finalizing cleanup plans and preparing funding mechanisms to get construction 
work started as soon as possible. More information about funding for backlogged sites 
and accelerated cleanup sites will be available in the coming weeks. 

In 1980, the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 
known as Superfund, was passed. The novel law gave EPA the authority and funds to 
hold polluters accountable for cleaning up the most contaminated sites across the 
country. When no viable responsible party is found or cannot afford the cleanup, funds 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2021/07/20/the-path-to-achieving-justice40/


 

 
  

 
 

    
 

     
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 

appropriated by Congress are used. A tax on chemical and petroleum industries 
provided funds to the Superfund Trust fund for Superfund cleanups up until 1995. The 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law reinstates the chemical excise taxes and invests an 
additional $3.5 billion in environmental remediation at Superfund sites, making it one of 
the largest investments in American history to address the legacy pollution that harms 
the public health of communities and neighborhoods. 

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is a once-in-a-generation investment that will create 
millions of jobs modernizing our infrastructure, turn the climate crisis into an 
opportunity, and put us on a path to win the economic competition for the 21st century. 

For more information and to see a list of the 49 sites to receive funding for new cleanup 
projects, please visit: https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-sites-new-construction-
projects-receive-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-funding 

For more information about EPA’s Superfund program, please visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/superfund 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-sites-new-construction-projects-receive-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-funding
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-sites-new-construction-projects-receive-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-funding
https://www.epa.gov/superfund
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