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INTRODUCTION 

This document is the Index to the Administrative Record File for the Walton & Lonsbury Site 
Removal Action.  The Index cites site-specific documents and guidance documents used by U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) staff in selecting a removal action at the site. There have 
been no viable potentially responsible parties (PRPs) identified to perform or assist with this work. 
Therefore, EPA has conducted a Fund-lead removal action to address hazardous substances 
including, but not limited to, chromium (total and hexavalent) and lead.   

The Walton & Lonsbury (W&L) Site (the "Site") consists of the following portions: 
•	 The W&L facility property, which is a 2.72-acre lot that previously included a 13,500­

square-foot chromium plating facility building, on the west side of North Avenue. 
•	 The surface-water-impacted wetlands (approximately 7 acres) south of the facility, on the 

west side of North Avenue. 
•	 The groundwater-impacted residential properties and associated wetlands on the east side of 

North Avenue. 

The original Action Memorandum was signed on 2 September 2010; an Action Memorandum 
Addendum was signed on 22 September 2011, along with a Memorandum from EPA Headquarters 
approving the Action Memorandum Addendum; and a second Action Memorandum Addendum was 
signed on 17 September 2013. Under the Action Memorandum and Addendums, activities conducted 
at the site were organized into primarily two divisions. The Western Division of the site 
encompassed the W&L facility property, along with the surface-water-impacted wetlands south of 
the facility, on the west side of North Avenue. The Eastern Division of the site encompassed the 
groundwater-impacted residential properties and associated wetlands on the east side of North 
Avenue. Under the Action Memorandum and Addendums, the Fund-lead Removal Action has 
included (but not necessarily been limited to) activities summarized below. 

Paulette Lane and North Avenue / Residential Capping (East Side of North Avenue / 
Eastern Division) 

•	 Collecting and analyzing samples from Bliss Brook and other water bodies impacted by 
contaminant migration from the Site; and performing appropriate soil/sediment removal(s) 
as necessary. 

•	 Designing and installing an engineered cap to prevent risks associated with dermal and 
ingestion exposures from the contaminated wetlands. 

•	 Designing in‐situ treatment in areas that were excavated to reduce the highly toxic hexavalent 
chromium (Cr‐VI) below the water table to a less toxic trivalent chromium (Cr‐III). 

•	 Installing a permeable reactive barrier (PRB) that was comprised of zero valent iron (ZVI)­
impregnated fill material at the interface of Bliss Brook and the engineered cap. The PRB 
would aid in reducing the level of hexavalent chromium in the groundwater by removing 
valence to convert to trivalent chromium prior to the groundwater entering Bliss Brook. 



 

 

     
  

   
 

      
   

   
 

       
 

  

   

      
  

  
 

   
 

   
 

       
  

  
 

 
  

 
   

   
 

   

   
 

    
 

•	 Documenting with each property owner the extent of removal and restoration activities to be 
accomplished, and then documenting existing property conditions for subsequent restoration. 
Removing, to the extent practicable, interference for excavation such as shrubbery, trees, 
outbuildings, playground equipment, or other items as required. 

•	 Conducting meeting(s) with property owners and stakeholders to discuss the scope of this 
proposed Removal Action (public information fact sheets distributed, as necessary). 

•	 Clearing vegetation, consisting primarily of tree removal, and grinding the trees into chips 
using a tub grinder. 

•	 Installing monitoring wells to monitor hazardous waste plumes (metals, solvents, etc.) in 
groundwater. 

•	 Coordinating wetland work with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, 
and the City of Attleboro (Attleboro Conservation Commission, City Engineer, and 
Departments of Planning and Public Works). 

•	 Excavating impacted soils; staging contaminated soils (on the former W&L facility property 
in the Western Division); and then consolidating, stabilizing, packaging, documenting, and 
shipping removal-action‐generated wastestreams off Site for disposal at EPA‐approved 
facilities. 

•	 Decommissioning the agricultural well behind residential property on the east side of North 
Avenue. 

•	 Repairing response‐related damages, including backfilling with clean fill material, grading, 
and re-establishing vegetation in areas affected by response-related activities. 

•	 Transitioning the Site to the EPA Remedial National Priorities List (NPL) Superfund 
program [including the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP)] 
for any long-term state-initiated remedial measures that may be required to address 
remaining Site ecological and human health risks. 

Walton & Lonsbury Facility (West Side of North Avenue / Western Division) 

•	 Conducting a complete asbestos abatement. 

•	 Removing building contents, and disposing of materials in accordance with all applicable, 
relevant and appropriate state and federal regulations. 

•	 Demolishing the chromium plating facility building located at 78 North Avenue. 

•	 Emptying, removing, dismantling, and disposing of the remaining plating tanks and plating 
sludge, as well as adjacent contaminated soils. 

•	 Implementing erosion control measures as determined necessary by the EPA On-Scene 
Coordinator (OSC). 



 

 

  
 

   
 

     
 

      
 

   

      
     

   
 

 
   

  
    

      
      

  
 

     
 

 
   

  
 

     
    

 
 
 

   
  

  
 

 
 

    
  

   

•	 Consolidating, stabilizing, packaging, documenting, and shipping removal-action‐generated 
wastestreams off Site for disposal at EPA‐approved facilities.  

•	 Excavating contaminated soil from the wetlands behind (to the south of) the location of the 
former facility building. 

•	 Placing visual markers throughout wetland and building area excavations to delineate the 
remaining contaminated soil beneath. 

•	 Decommissioning the production well located behind the demolished W&L facility building 
to eliminate this contaminant pathway to groundwater. 

•	 Demobilizing all personnel and equipment from the Site. 

•	 Transitioning the Site to the EPA Remedial NPL Superfund program (including MassDEP) 
for any long-term state-initiated remedial measures that may be required to address 
remaining Site ecological and human health risks. 

To concentrate Removal Program funding activities on eliminating the Imminent Hazard (IH) 
conditions identified in the wetlands behind the residential properties along Paulette Lane and North 
Avenue (i.e., in the Eastern Division), a determination was made by EPA personnel to discontinue 
excavation of contaminated soil within the location of the former facility building and in the wetland 
area to the south, and to not backfill this excavated wetland area (i.e., in the Western Division). IH 
conditions included the potential for dermal contact with chromium- and hexavalent chromium-
contaminated soil and groundwater.  Consequently, the focus of removal activities shifted primarily 
from the Western Division of the site to the Eastern Division of the site as the removal action 
progressed.  

A preliminary Hazardous Ranking System evaluation was conducted by the EPA Region 1 Site 
Assessment Program, and the Site was listed on the NPL in May 2013. 

The Remedial Action, in place of the Removal Action, is anticipated to address the source of the 
contamination behind and under the former facility area, as the source for the contamination was not 
removed as part of this removal action. 

The Administrative Record File is available for public review, by appointment, at the U.S. EPA 
Records Center, 5 Post Office Square, Suite 100, Boston, Massachusetts, 02109-3912; and at the 
Attleboro Public Library, 74 North Main Street, Attleboro, Massachusetts, 02703.  Questions 
concerning the Administrative Record File should be addressed to Elsbeth Hearn, EPA On-Scene 
Coordinator.  

The Administrative Record File is required by the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. ' 9613 (k), and EPA's implementing 
regulations, 40 CFR ' 300.800.-825. 
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SELECTED KEY GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS
 

EPA guidance documents may be reviewed at the U.S. EPA Records Center, 5 Post Office Square, 
Suite 100, Boston, Massachusetts. 

1.	 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as 
amended, 42 U.S.C. ' 9601 et seq. 

2.	 "National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan," Code of Federal 
Regulations (Title 40, Part 300) 1990. 

3.	 "Revised Guidance on Compiling Administrative Records for CERCLA Response Actions”, 
U.S. EPA, Office of Site Remediation Enforcement, Office of Superfund Remediation and 
Technology Innovation, Office of Emergency Management, September 2010. 

4.	 Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986. 
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