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TOWN OF BILLERICA 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

250 Boston Rud 

North Billerica, Mauachusetb 01162 

October 21, 1981 

United Statea Environmental Protection Aaency 
Reaion I Permita Branch 
John F. tennedy Federal Buildina 
Boaton, Maaaachuaetta, 02203 

Gentlemen: 

Thia ia a requeat for a Public Bearina to reconsider the arantina 
of a National Pollutant Diacharae Elimination System (NPDES) Permit 
to W. I. Grace Co~pany for diacharging polluted groundwater from 
Acton Water Supply Diatrict Aaaabet Municipal Welle 11 and 12 into 
Assabet liver (Permit Application No. Ma 0027421). 

The Town of Billerica usea the Conc6rd River, about ten milea down­
atream from the proposed diacharge aite, as the raw water aource for 
ita drinkina water. It ia of utmost importance for the Public Health 
and aafety of the 36,000 inhabitant• of the Town of Billerica to 
keep the drinking water aource uncontaminated from induatrial oraanic 
pollutant• that are proven to be cancer causing aaenta or toxic to 
livina organisms. 

In order to protect the drinkina water quality the auperviaory staff 
of the Billerica Water Treatment Plant requests a Public Bearina for 
the clarification of the followina issues. 

1. tt ie feared that the actual level of pollution in the 
Aasabet Wells 1 and 2 ia much higher than the levels indicated 
by teats performed in 1979, ao that if the polluted water ia 
pumpe~ into the Aasabet River, the use of the River as a 
source for drinking water becomes unacceptable. 

Any amount of chloro-organica, as ·1, 1-dichloroethylene, 
is a hazard to health as compounds of this type are cumulative 
poisons. These compounds are not excreted, but remain in the 
body where they accumulate in fatty tissues and liver of any 
living organism. (plankton, fish, weterfowl, or man). 

2. According to the NPDES Draft Permit Application the dis­
charge to the river is to be monitored by taking weekly grab­
samples from the two wells, from the Aasabet liver just down­
stream of the discharge, and from the Assabet liver 6000 feet 
downstream of the discharge. We are concerned with the fact 
that according to the proposed monitoring scheme the pollutants 
will be in the river before any violation of the discharge 
limits can be detected. An alternate and for us more accept­
able way of monitoring the discharge would be to catch the 
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TOWN OF BILLERICA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

/ 250 Boston Roecl 

North lllltrice, Meuechuseth 01162 

aprayed polluted wateratream in a retention baain for aam­
pling and anaJyaia prior to diaeharsa to tha Aaaabet liver. 
Th1a modification would aaaure that the water quality of the 
Aaaabet and Concord livera would be aafesuarded. 

Baaed upon the uncertainty in the levela and conatituenta of 
the contaminant• in Aaaabet Vella and 1 and 2 and the poaaible
inadequacy of the diacharse method and monitorins, further 
clarification at a hearing ia in the Public intereat of the 
uaera of Concord liver water downstream of the propoaed dia­
charse. 

leapectfully youra, 

/ h-Yl, a~'U~ !M. 
() Leon Garrant, Surer~ntendant Vater Syatem 

Richard Iento, Aaat. Superintendent 

P. tJ~t· v~ 
K1rat1 Valse, T•eatment Chemist 

•cc: 
G. McCall 
P. Talbot 
R. Bacon 
R. Sattler 
J. MacLeod 
A.R. Gilman 
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