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PRELl f11 NARY SITE~ ASSESSf~ENT 

WOBURN STEEL DRUM, INC. 

TDD #: 	 Fl-8006-01 

Firm Name: 	 Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. 

Address: 	 7 Harlow Court 
~oburn, Massachusetts 

Telephone: 933-3329 

Owner: Stephen Dagata, Sr., President 

Principal Contact at Site: Mr. Anthony Dagata, the owner's son. 
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1. Site Description: 

, Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. occupies a site of approximately 

2.29 acres at 7 Harlow Court, just adjacent to the west side of 


the B &M railroad tracks and just southwest of the old Stauffer 


Chemical Company smokestack. The previous site owner was 


Stauffer Chemical Company, and Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. has 


operated here for about ten years. A corrugated steel/concrete ~ 


block building occupies the northwest corner of the chain link 


f~nced-in site. A platform/loading dock is on the east side of 


.the building. On the platform/loading dock is an incinerator 


which is used for . burning residues from the drums which are 


accepted by Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. for recycling. Numerous 


55-gallon steel drums are stacked throughout the fenced-in yard. 


The ma jority of the open top drums are stacked on their sides 
 •r.
and appear to be empty. It has not been ascertained whether any 

of the closed-top drums on site have any contents. In general, 

the drums are piled in a relatively orderly fashion and the - 8... 
security ,of the site appears adequate in that there is limited 


access to the property. 
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2. 	 Primary Site hCtivity: 

On July 25, 1980, a telephone int.erview was conducted by 

Paul Clay of the E&E/FIT. The persor) ·.i.nterviewed was Tony 

Dagata, Vice President of Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. who stated 

that he was authorized to represent the company in his 

father's absence. Mr. Dagata was asked to describe the nature 

of the operations at the site. Mr. Dagata stated that the 

s~te operation involves receiving, cl~aning and painting used 

drums from various sources. He stated that no full- or 

partially-full drums are accepted by Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. 

The two types of processes employed were described by Mr. 

Dagata as follows: 

2.1 	 Open top drums: -
These are put through the incinerator, sand blasted and 

painted, inside and out. 

2.2 	Closed top drums: 
These are inspected for rust. If rusty, the tops are cut 

off and they are put through process number one. If not 

rusty, they are washed in a caustic soda solution, rinsed, 

steamed, dried and painted. 

~r. Dagata insisted that they do not accept drums with any 

arr.ounts of material in them beyond small amounts of residue, 

and that this is burned off in the incinerator or rinsed in 

the caustic soda bath. Mr. Dagata stated that the caustic 

soda rinse is changed every four to five months and is 

discharged into an M.D.C. sewer line on the premises. The ash 

material from the incinerator is placed in a dumpster on the 

property and re·novP.d i'leP.k ly by Ace R bbish Removal to the 

~oburn landfil l. 

~r. Qagata stated that he currently stores about ten 

55-gallon dr u~s of e~ amel paint and uses between two and three 

55-gallon drums of paint per week. Mr. Dagata was unsure 
a ut the amount of caustic soda he had in stock. 

: . • t: r 
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3. Background Inforrr.at ion 

Background information on Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. was obtained 
' 

from several sources. The following is ~ summary of information 
obtained and reviewed by E & E: 

3.1 	 Dun &Bradstreet Report, dated february 9, 1979, sumrr.arizing 

history and general operation of Woburn Steel Drum, Inc.; 
otitained by John Hackler, EPA Enforcement. 

J 

3.2 Massachusetts D.E.Q.E. Air Section Files were reviewed with 

Bob Cleary of tl,assachusetts D.E.Q.E. Woburn Steel Drum, .Inc. 

has been cited many ti~es over the past 15 years for air 

pollution violations related to their drum cleaning 

incinerator. In addition to these citations, there are 

numerous letters and notes, mostly discussing the incineration 

problem . Information relevant to our investigation is as 
follows: 

3.21 	 Notes dated January 30, 1980 by R. Gottberg, D.E.Q.E. 

"Some barrels contain residual chlorinated 
hydrocarbons". 

3.22 	 Citation for emissions dated November 8, 1979 by R. 
Slein. 

3.23 	 Notes dated September 9, 1979 by R. Tanzer, D.E.Q.E. 

"Firm recycles barrels, has spray painting operation, 

lacquer based paint, use 1,000 gallons of paint per 
month". 

3. 24 	 letter da t ed October 23, 1979 from R. Slein to C. E. 

Bradley La\\'S in Sratt leboro, Vermont. 

RE : Purchase of paint by ~oburn Steel Drum, Inc. looking 

for volati le organics content of pai nt and tota l purchase 

amount. 
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3. Background lnformat ~ on - continued 

3.25 	 Notes dated September 2, 1977 by:J. Dawling, D.E.Q.E. 


that material in used drums js\ drained into large

\ 

container, then burned. 

3.26 	 Liquid Organic Material Material storage form dated 


September 30, 1979 stating that 5,000 gallons of paint 


are stored in 55-gallon drums inside the Woburn Steel 


Drum, Inc. building and 110 gallons of 11 XZOL 11 are stored 


inside. 


3.27 	 Notes dated June 30, 1980 by R. Slein, D.E.Q.E. 


RE: Incinerator modification - S. Dagata of Woburn Steel 


Drum was asked how it is determined whether contaminants 


are present. 

Dagata answers: 11 Lab analysis 11
 

• 
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3.3 	 Field Survey: 

Davi d Cook and Paul Clay , E&E / FIT, Ju.ly 22, 1980. Observations 
' and photographs were made of the Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. site 

from the B & M railroad tracks. Three ma nholes were noted: 

3.31 	 One irrrnediately inside the Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. ( See 
Fig. 1) (The fence was deliberately constructed to 
include the manhole inside). 

3.32 	 The second manhole appeared to be cemented over and had 
the letters "r~DC" in the cement. 

3.33 	 The third r..anhole was at the southern end of the site and 
appeared to be in line with a water-bearing culvert just 
south of the fenced-in area (See Fig. 2.). 

3.4 	 Telepho ne Interview, July 25, 1980, between Tony Dagata of 
rJob:;rn Steel Drum, Inc. and Paul Clay, E&E/FIT . In addition to 
other information cited from this conversation, Mr. Dagata 
stated that there are six manholes on the Woburn Steel Drum 
property. he stated that four are part of the City of Woburn 
sewer system and two are connected to the MDC sewer system. he 
stated that the MDC had cemented over one of their manholes on 
the property and that the MDC had asked them to adjust the pH 
of their di scharge to 7.0. 

3.5 	 Field Survey, July 25, 1980, Paul Clay and Lori Fucarile, 
E&E/FIT. Observations were made of the Woburn Steel Drum 
operation from the B & M railroad tracks. At one point; both 
Paul Clay and Lori Fucarile noted a strong acid-gas odor 
emanating from the Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. incinerator. 

3.6 	 Telephone conversation with Steve Kruger, MJC Sewer Division, 
July 28, 1980. 1·1r. Kruger stated that ~ohtJrn Stee l Drum, Inc. 
had been cited on Apri l 3, 1978 for discharging materia l of 
high pH into the 1·iDC s::wer. The last co:;:munication 11DC has on 
file was a second citat ion for the same reason, dated June 23, 
197a. Mr. Kruger also ,tated that Woburn Steel Drum, Inc. does 
not possess an MDC permit to discharge into the MDC sewer at 
the present ti me . 
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"f'\ 4. RECOMMENDATIONS: 

' ;' . 	 . 
It is recommended that the E&E/FIT perform an on-sitr inspection 

of Woburn Steel Drum to determine the following: 

4.1 	 The presence or absence of any stored quantities, OWtside or 
inside, of potentially hazardous material. 

4.2 	 The exact location of all manholes within the proper·ty and a 

determination as to whether they have been used to dispose of 
unauthorized material. 

4.3 	 The presence of any spilled material on the site wt11~h might be 
con taminating surface or groundwater. .

4.4 	 The ~dentity of the types of materials which are prtsent as 

"residues" on the drums received by the facility.· 

4.5 	 The compliance of the drum incinerator with air quality 
regulations. 

4.6 	 from the above determinations, the potential for RCk~ and/or 
311/104 Clean ~ater Act actions. 

__) 
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--~.;, · :>"' ~·· E "'-"'et• :~ c.• •• POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE ' Jlr.ec b) Hq_ 

IDEHTIFICATIOH AHD PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
T 

HOTE: Ths forrr. is COC'opleted for each potential hazardous 'Oo'&Sie sl\e lo help set priorilles for sile inspection. The inlo~. ation
aubmltted on this form is based on available records and may be updated on subsequent forma as a result of additional inquiriea
d on-site i..n spections, 

.. ENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: Complete Section• I •nd Ill throu&h X ac completely aa possible before Section II (Preliminary
A ueument.). File thla form in the Re11ional Hazardous 'ihs\e Loi File and submit • copy to: U.S, Environmental ProtectionAaency; Site Trackina Syatem; Haurdoua ~·as\e Enforcement Task Force (E.N~)35); 401 M St., SW; '1\'ashinl[lon, DC 20460. 

I. SITE IDENTIFICATION
~A. ~S~IT~E~N~A~M~E----------------------·-------------------r=a-.~s=T=R~E~E~T~·(~o~r-o~lh_e_r~ld7o-n-ll~fl~o-~------------------------------~ 

Woburn Steel Drum, Inc 7 Harlow Court 
C. CITY D. STATE F. COUNTY NAME 

Woburn MA l"iddl esex 
G. OWNER/OPERATOR (II known) 

( 
fSteohan Daaata, Sr. - President 

H, TYPE OF OWNERSHIP 

01. FEDERAL Oz. STATE ol. COUNTY Dot. MUNICIPAL [!)5. PRIVATE 0&. UNKNOWN 
~,.,.vc:.Rat. .b/ot.K 

1. siTE DEscRIPTioNa corrugated4·steel building with a platform/loadlng dock on wh1ch 1s an 

incinerator used for burining residues from drums. Drums 
 piled throughout yard in 


lorder1v fashion Limited access 

J. HOW IDENTIFIED (J,e,, cltla•n'a cor::pl•lnta, OSHA clt•!ionl, etc.) K. ·DATE IDENTIFIED 

(~no,, day, • YJ•) 

L. PRINCIPAL STATE CONTACT 

Ro~P:~ECl ~=>arv M2ss DF.:OE Woburn l~3TSE~;~;~"e: .. u .. u~ 
-.._ Il. PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT (complete lhls section IIICt)
~}~==••~A~R~f~N~T~S~E~R~IO~U~S~N~E~S~S~O~F~P==R~O~B7L~E~M~--------------------~~~--------------~----------------------------~ 

... -'D" HIGI1 i::xJ z. MEDIUM ol. LOW Dot NONE os. UNKNOWN 

e. ~ECOMMENDATION 
0 I. NO ACTION NEEDED (no huord) 0 2. IMMEDIATE SITE INSPECTION NEEDED 

a , TENTATIVEl:Y ICHEOUL£0 FO" · 

b . Wll..l.. BE PERI"ORMECI ISY : 

0 ot. SITE INSPECTION NEEDED (loa• priority) 

C. PREPARER INFORMATION 

, _ ......1: 


Paul Clav 

Ill. SITE INFORMA TIOH
·----------------------------------------------------------------------------------A. SITE STATUS 


~ I . ACTIVE (Tho.. lnduol71•1 or n 2. INACTIVE (Tho.. n 
l. OTHER (opocll,):-,-,.,.-.,.,-,,.,.,.,=:-;;.-:-o.:::;-:;:=.:-:-:==~,..-.,.,--t:unlclpo/ oltoo which are bolnl u01d ';Ti'ee which no lon1•r r•c•f•• 7T'/toee •It•• that Include euch Incident• II~• "fl'lldnllltt dw:~tplnfu ,.,..•r•

for .... ,,, ueannent, •tor•l•· or dtapo•el r.·••t•••) no refuler or con tlnulnl u•• of the •It• lot • ••1e dltpoeal h•• occunf'd,) 

on • co.·ulnufnl b••'•• •••n II lnh•

qu•nll,.) 

--------------------------L----------------~------------------------------8 . IS GENERATOR ON SITEl ------------- - 
liJ t . NO 0 2. YES (opeclly f onotllor'• lour-dllll SIC Code): 

---~=R=E7 -- N~T~S~E~R~I~O~U~S~A~O~F~$~1T==E~(~In • c_r_e~~~-------,~C~.~I~F~A~P~P~A~R~E~ N~E~S~S-O~F~·S~I=T~E~I~S-H~I~G-H-,~S~P~E~C-I-F-Y-C-O-O~R-O-IN-A-T-E-S--------------------

'-.l!.::~::.:!-------------.L.I.--I..-.._T_IT-V--CIE !d•t·-::.ln.-•••·) Ii . I..ONIOITUCI I: (d••·-"'ln.-11<•) .' ____z.....z_~ acres _ 
E. A ~.E l kE;:t E BU ll.. DINGS ON THE SITEl 

• 0 I. NO (i] 2. YES (•;a:lty) : 

·-----~-~--------:~o~n~e~~c~o~r~ru~o~a~t=e~d~:s~h:e~l~~&~~c~o~n~cr~e~t~e~~b~l~o~c~k=========;===·--~ .. __ 
C o:-:tJnur On R c- ,!'t• e
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I\·. CI1AnACTERIZATIOH OF S.ITE ACTIVITY


ln~cate lht a.a ,= r aite acuv •ty(tes) omd details relati11~ to each activity by markln& 'X' In the appropriate boua.

X
~ A. TRANSPORTER ~ B. STORER 

X X'C. TREATERh D. D!SPOSEA-.... L JIIAU.•. 
h ~1 . PILE , , 1"1'-TRATION I. LANC,..lLLJ·... ,p 2. SURFACE llrrrAPOUNO.,_.ENT 2 . INCINERATI~N

s. BAIOGE ~) I, OAUMS 
h ~ . LANCP'AIO ..

I . VOL.U._.£ AEDUCTION js . OPEN CU.. fl'..TRUCK • . TANK, ABOVE GROUND A. RECYCLING/Rf:COVEIO'I'
a . PIPELINE 

~· IU~~•CE I~POUNO~ENT
1. TANf(, BELOW GROUND e. CMEM./PHYS, TREAT.,.ENT a. lrr.oiiONIGHT DUMPING1-- a . OT .. EIO (epecll,): 1- e. OTHER (opecl/y) : e. BIOLOGICAL TREATMENT It• INC:INEIOATION

7 . .. ASTE OIL REPIOOC ESIING " · UNCEIOGIOOUNC INJECTION
!ott · SOLVENT RECOVEIO'I' lv 11. OT><EIO (•p•clly):

1- t . OTHEIO (epeelly): rin~e water dumped
in DC sewer 

E . SPECIFY DETAILS OF SITE ACTIVITIES AS NEEDED 

i nci nera tor is used for burning residues from drums which are accepted f>y Woburn Steel
Drum for recycling 


V. WASTE RELATED INFORMATIONA. """ASTE TYPE 


Ot. UNKNOWN (Uz. LIQUID 
 03. SOLID D•· SLUDGE os. GAS 
8, WASTE C~H•RACT!::~ISTICS 


.:
Ot. UNKNOWN [i]z. CORROSIVE KXJ!. IGNITABLE D•· RADIOACTIVE os.HIGHLY VOLATILE
06· TOXIC 07 REACTIVE Qe. INERT iX)t . FLAMI.IABLE 


010. OTI< ER ' •;.·•ell)•): 

'J•STE CATEGORIESre recorda of ••llet •vallable' Specify ilrma auch •• raanlfeet1, inv*ntariea, etc. below. 

Possible chlorinated hvdrocarbo11S
2. Estlmate the amount(speclly unit of measure)of waste b)' c:ate&ory; marie 'X' to Indicate which wutea are present.

a. SLUOOE b. OIL c. SOLVENTS d. CHEMICALS o. SOLIDS 1. OTHER
....OUNT A..OUNT A..OUNT 
 A..OUNT Ah4r'! 1 1NT A..OUNT IUNKNOWN UrJYtJ~wtJUNIT 0' ..UIU!Oil UNILD~EA IUIOI: UNIT 0,. ..EAS-~Jltl: -. UNIT OP' ..Ei.SUIOE 
 UNIT 0,. ME .. IU!Oil UNIT 0" MEAIU!Oil 
 II
X' III,.AINT,~ 

x· I II OILY ·x· Ill HALOGEN AT ED ·x·
PICMENTI r- WAIT£1 Il l A C:ICI ·x x IOLVIlNTI - ·- III ... LYAIH ~ ,., ~~:~~:~~~;. ...I121 ..ETALI I- 121 OTHEIO(opeclly):SLUDGES 121 NON •.. ALOGNTO llJ llltiCIC.LING

IOLVENTI LIQUOIOI 12 1AIBEITOI 12IH01"1TAL 


III,.OTW 
 ~ Ill OT HEIO(ep eclly) : ~ Ill C .. UITICS II I .. II.LINGI 
0 

MINE TAILI...,C:I IIIIOACIOACTIVIl
.. - LAl(llJ(~ ~

•• , ALUMINUM
ILUCGI: . ~ t'tSt-..b a,i.t" IAI P&ITICICI:I '1• 1;,!~~g.u!,.nu I. I .. UNIC:Ifi'AL 

0....
1- Ill OTHiliO(IPICfl,): 

ISICYEI/INKI Ill OTHEPI(opecll,):111 ~~~~~~~~~n. 

oe 1 OT><EIO(Ipoclly):
Ill C 'I' ANI Cit 
17 1 P H E'<OLI 

IIIHALOCENI 

ttl PC: 8 

IIO I .. Il TALI 

1

I- 1111 0 T HC IO(opeclly 

·-- .. -· · •&.= .:.'-:'!; :~, e ru lu~~.:.!~'.::.: . ,., , nt . iur.·- - ·--- ·---- - ·- - --- -- .. . 
C C#r. l!r: ue pn 1" ' •~. J 
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\'. \II'A~TE REL~ TEO INFORMATION tcc.nt~nuedJ

) , I. IS ~ Sv!!S T A"C:ES 0< G"l!:.ATEST CONCERN WHICH MAY BE ON THE SITE (plocoln d..condon1 oodoo ol hoaot<J). 
 ·-

. 
Possibh Chlorinated Hydrocarbons 

I 

4. ADDITIONAL COM!o!ENTS OR NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF' SITUATION KNOWt:f' OR REPORTED TO EXIST AT THE SITE. ·~orne barrels containing residual chlorinated hydrocarbons (see attached narrative)has spray painting operation,lacquer based paint, 1,000 gal. of paint per mo.5 000 oal of paint and 110 gals. of"xto~' are stored inside building
VI. HAZARD DESCRIPTION

a. 

. 
c. 

I l 
POT EN- D. DATE OFALLEGEDA. TYPE OF' HAZARD TIAL INCIDENTINCIDENTHAZ'JI.RD (rno. , day,yt•) E. REI-!ARKS(C'Ierlo 'X')(a~erk 'X') 


L ""0 ~AZ.ARO 
... . . ... . .. ~

·· -: ····. : "' t .. . .. ~'":!,'lr ; : : ·:.: ~· ,•".4 ._· ~:..rio.: ~.~~; ..h.. t::l....· ~: .~:: ·,.: · ·-= .:. -~~.~,·~~: .~R ~ ··!..: :.~;~~~i1. :.=:..:..·: X~2. MU..,_AN H£AL.TH Htzl

X ~1:'4
Cllt:-<~. ~..c'J~.,:'~t"r:".lt,.lllo•u~~tlt During field survey P. ClaY &Lor1 f, 8(1)


X 7/25/80 Fucarile EEl/FIT detect possible aci 
s: ~Gl


4.WOIIIKEIIII ...JUIIIY · 
X ~~

tslt::!
e . ~~~TAATM~=~0~::t..Y 


~:z:

tsl

I CONTAMINATION

' 0,- ~!fOOD C MAIN 


-.: 0
0
~
t::l

,, g~NGT..6M~~~T~~~E~ X 
CONTAMINAT 10N
01" .UIOI"AC£ WA~£111 X 
DAMAGE TO

'I"LOIIIAII"AU"'A X I
tO. I"IIH KILL 

1 1. ~~NA~:MINA TION 

X 
ta. N0TICEA8Lit 000111• lum~fous,otll:F ·~.a~H~~~~f b~t~'o ,sur ·e_

X 7/25/80 ci -SXs&o~or Mmah 'n tg 1n~thgr t :
t.J . CON":'AMINATION OF SOIL.. 

X 
U . PIIIOPitiiiTY CA ... AQII: 

ta. 1"111111: 0111 I:J<I'LO.ION 

X 
u . S,."u':;i;;~~ ~::~"'c~...~o~,~'U',"'c~"•' 

X 

"· ~~~~~·..•,."c,o.~~~L~... 4/3/78 citat~an for discharging material of
X 'i/??./7R hinh intn Mnr C:P\..rPr nMc:Pc:c: nn . t'
II. I:IIIOSIO"' 1'11108L£... fJt: I Ill I I.

- · U . INA0£0UATE SECUIIIITY 

20. INCOM~AT18LC wrr.AST£1 

\ ~IONIGHT CVMP INC: 

'i. 
Z z, O~HEIII (1~e<ll7): 

~ - . : ~ ") ra er .. ..EPA Fe "" i2t7C·2 (lC·,9f Y ,......~. '" " . 
• •• • • •• • •• 0 . ..PAGEl OF 4 
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\ ' IL PER"''~ 1"~01\•A7 : :;.;. ~: :•·E •-- ._~;._ , :,.B ... E c.tr:.., •;c -E .. :. e• ,. ..,E S ... t . 

t I . >jPOES P[o:;M IT ::::J 2 . SPCC PL.AH 0 l . STATE PERMIT ( opoclly) : 


- ·-;::) &. AIR PERMITS CJ 5 . L.OCAL. PERMIT 0 6 . F.CRA TRANSPORTER 

0 7 . RCRA STORER 0 8. RCRA TREATER 0 9 . RCRA DISPOSER 

0 10. OTHER (opoclty) : 

B. IN COMPL.IANCEt 	 - -·' 
0 I. YES 0 2. NO 0 l. UNKNOWN 

&. WITH RESPECT TO (/lot rofulotlon nomo. nwnbor):' 

VITI. PAST REGULATORY ACTIONS 


0 A. WONE B. YES (ou:-..,orlao bolo"')
CXl 
-citations 4/3/78 and 5/23/78 for discharging material of high ptf into tfte MDC sewer 

·. 

-citations by fl,ass. OEQE Air Section .. 

-
IX.IHSPECTIOH ACTIVITY (east or cn-lloinQ~ 

!X] A. HONE 0 B. YES (co.,ptoto ltotno l,2,J, • I boloM·J 

2 OATE OF ~ ~ERFORt.tEC 
I. TYPE OF ACTIVITY PAST 4C TION IIV : 4'. DEIC lltiP TION

(mo., day, • Y'•) (£PA ! S:11o) 

-
.: 

I 	


X. REMEDIAL ACTIVITY (put or on-goin" 

0 A. NONE CJ B. YES (cot:!ptoro ltotno l, 2, :J,. I bolo"') 

z.OATIEOF S . PERFO'IMEO 
t. TVP£ 0,- &CTIVIT'Y PAST ACTION . . CESCR PT•ON

(rr.o., de)•, 6. )'lo) (EPA/Stoto) 
-· 

:-· II r-
NOTE: 	 Bc.sed on the information in Sections ni through X, fill out the Preli minary Assessment (Section II) 


information on the first page of this form. 
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