GE Corporate

159 Plastics Avenue
Pittsfield, MA 01201
USA

March 21, 2013

Ermino S. Barbalunga, Jr.
103 Elm Street
Pittsfield, MA 01201-6503

Re: Retaining Wall on Your Property at 101-103 Elm Street in Pittsfield, MA
{Tax Parcel No. 18-23-6)

Dear Mr. Barbalunga:

This letter relates to your above-referenced property in Pittsfield, which, as you know, is
subject to the Consent Decree that the Generai Electric Company {GE) has executed with
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection {MassDEP), and other governmental entities and was approved
by the federal district court in Springfieid in October 2000. On December 20, 2010, EPA
delivered to you a letter advising you that, as part of EPA’s cleanup of the 1.5 Mile Reach of
the Housatonic River under the Consent Decree, EPA had installed a retaining wall on the
riverbank portion of your property to stabilize the existing riverbank, which was very steep
and susceptible to erosion. As described in that letter, this retaining wall is constructed of
steel sheet piling and is completely covered with riprap. EPA’s letter included detailed
drawings of this retaining wall.

Last summer you advised GE that you had conveyed certain of your properties, including
the above-referenced parcel, to 103 Elm Street LLC, of which you are the manager ond
sole member, We subsequently sent you a letter dated July 18, 2012, notifying you that
the Conditional Solution that had previously been implemented at your properties under
the Consent Decree continues to apply to those properties, and that the requirements
applicable to the owner now apply to 103 Elm Street LLC. At EPA’s request, we are now
providing you, as the manager and sole member of 103 EIm Street LLC, with an additional
copy of EPA’s December 20, 2010 letter regarding the retaining wall at Parcel 18-23-6.
That letter now also applies to 103 Elm Street LLC as the current owner of this property.

As noted in the attached letter, GE is responsibie for the long-term inspection, monitoring,
and maintenance of the retaining wall and is required to conduct periodic inspections of
this wall. However, gs also stated in the letter, it is important that, before performing any
activities adjacent to the retaining wall [such as excavations or utility work), you contact
EPA and/or MassDEP to ensure that those activities do not affect the structural integrity of
the wall. The relevant contact persons at those agencies are:
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For EPA:

For MassDEP:

Dean Tagliaferro

GE-Pittsfield Team Leader

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

EPA New England

One Congress Street, Suite 1100 (Mail Code: HBO)
Boston, MA 02114

Boston - (617) 918-1282

Pittsfield - (413) 236-0969

Michael J. Gorski

Project Coordinator, GE-Pittsfield/Housatonic River Site
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
436 Dwight Street

Springfield, Massachusetts 01103

(413) 784-1100

If you have any questions about this matter, you may contact either of the above
individuals, or you can call me at 413-448-5910.

Very truly yours,

Ko

M.

Kevin G. Mooney

Project Manager

Attachment

cc: Dean Tagliaferro, EPA
John Kilborn, EPA
Holly Inglis, EPA
Michael Gorski, MassDEP
John Ziegler, MassDEP
Rod MclLaren, GE
James Bieke, Sidley Austin
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December 20, 2010
HAND DELIVERED

Mr. Ermino 8. Jr. Barbalunga
103 Elm Street
Pittsfield, MA 01201

RE: Maintenance Requirements for Retaining Wall
Tax Parcel Number 18-23-6
GE-Pittsfield/Housatonic River Site, Pittsfield, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Barbalunga:

As you know, as part of EPA’s 1.5 Mile Reach ¢leanup actions for the Housatonic River, EPA
installed a retaining wall on your property at 103 Elm Street (Tax 1D Parcel 18-23-6). The
retaining wall was constructed to stabilize the existing riverbank that was very steep and
susceptible to erosion. The retaining wall is a cantilevered retaining wall constructed of steel
sheet piling and is completely covered with riprap. Attached are detailed drawings of the
retaining wall for your records.

Under the terms of the Consent Decree for the site, GE is responsible for the long-term
maintenance of EPA’s cleanup actions, As such, GE is responsible for the inspection,
monitoring, and maintenance of this retaining wall. GE will be conducling periodic inspections
of the retaining wall. Attached are GL's inspection requirements for your property.

Prior to performing any activities adjacent to the wall (for example, excavations or utility work),
it is very important that you contact EPA and/or Massachusetts DEP to cnsure that the actions do
not affect the structural integrity of the retaining wall. If you need to perform any activitics that
would impact the structural integrity of the retaining wall and if there are verifiable incremental
costs associated with protecting the structural integrity of the retaining wall, GE may be
responsible for reimbursing you for such incremental costs, provided you give EPA and/or
Massachusetts DEP advance notice of your activities. Please be aware that EPA may hold you
responsible if you damage the retaining wall.




The following are the relevant contact persons:

For EPA: Dean Tagliaferro
EPA Project Manager
GE Pittsfield/Housatonic River Site
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
EPA New England
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100
Boston, MA 02109-3912
(617) 918-1282 (Boston)
(413) 236-0969 (Pittsfield)

For MassDEP: John Ziegler
Audits Scction Chicf
Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
436 Dwight Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413) 755-2228

Please retain this letter with your records for the property. Additionally, it is very important that
you inform any buyer of your property of the existence of the retaining wall and give such buyer
a copy of this letter, Also, please give a copy of this letter to any tenant of your property that has
rights to excavate in the area of the retaining wall.

Please call me if you have any questions about any information in this letter.

Sincerely,

Q //W
Dean Tagliaferro

EPA Project Manager
GE Pintsfield/Housatonic River Site

Attachments

cee John Ziegler, MassDEP
Kevin Mooney, GE
John Kilbom, EPA
Holly Inglis, EPA




Inspection Requirements for the Retaining Wall Located at Parcel 18-23-6

The retaining wall located at Parcel 18-23-6 is a cantilevered retaining wall constructed of
steel sheet piling and is completely covered with riprap. Since this wall is not exposed,
visual inspection of the wall is not feasible. Therefore, the inspection shall focus on the
riverbank and the area beyond the top of the riverbank to determine if there has been any
movement of the riverbank and potentially the wail. The observations shall extend from
the toe of the riverbank to a distance of approximately 20 feet beyond the top of the
riverbank. Cracks in the vegetated areas or in the asphalt pavement running more-or-less
parallel to the top of the riverbank may indicate potential movement of the slope and
therefore the wall. Likewise, a pronounced drop in the ground surface elevation within
this zone may also indicate slope and wall deflection. If defects are observed in the flat
arca beyond the top of the riverbank, it is likclf this will result in a visible bulge on the
riverbank above the top of the sheet pile riprap cover indicating potential wall deflection.
Excessively leaning trees, utility poles or fence posts may also be a predictor of slope or
wall deflection. However, it should be noted that some cracking of the asphalt may occur
as a result of normal wear and should be distinguished from those cracks that would

indicate potential wall or slope deflection.

The riprap covering the retaining wall is primarily for aesthetics. If the sheet pile wall
becomes exposed as a result of shifting or movement of the riprap, the riprap may need to

be repositioned and/or replaced as needed to provide complete coverage of the wall,

If any of the any of the above described indicators of potential wall deflection have been
observed, GE shall propose a more rigorous, detailed follow-up evaluation of the
structural stability of the retaining wall and riverbank to EPA for approval. Based on the

outcome of this evaluation, corrective actions may be required.
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