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L A W R E N C E M. L E V I N S O N 
T H O M A S 0 . B U R N S 
R O B E R T W. WEINSTEIN 
W I L U A M H. C L A N C Y 
G E O R G E M. F O R O 
BARRY L S O L A R 
H O W A R D D. M E D W E D 
S A M U E L P. SEARS. JR. 
J O H N A. D O N O V A N . JR. 
N O R M A N C. S P E C T O R 
C H A R L E S MARK F U R C O L O 
MARTIN B S H U L K I N 
S T E V E N C. G O O D W I N 
L A W R E N C E G. C E T R U L O 
R U S S E L L F. C O N N 
B O B a R O S E N T H A L 
J A M E S F. K A V A N A U G H . J R 
T H O M A S E. PE1SCH 
WILL IAM E M O D E R I 
ELA INE M. MORIARTY 
PETER J . S C H N E I D E R 
T R A V E R C U N T O N S M I T H . JR. 

M E L V I N A. W A R S H A W 
P A U L E. S T A N Z L E R 
R I C H A R D E. K A P L A N 
C H E S T E R A. J A N I A K 
M I C H A E L WEINBERG 
D A V I D S T R A U S S 
S U S A N M B A R N A R D 

D A V I D M. G O V E R N O 
J O H N J . M c G I V N E Y 
M I C H A E L J . G R A C E 
D A V I D P R O S E N B L A T T 
P A U L A L A N R U F O 
PETER F. Z U P C O F S K A 
E D W A R D J. K R U G 
K A T H L E E N A S C R U T O N 
J O E L S. F R E E D M A N 
B A R R Y E. G O L D 
B A R B A R A S H A M E L B U R G 
D A V I D R S U L L I V A N 
R A Y M O N D E, B A X T E R 
A N N C. E G A N 

B U R N S & L E V I N S O N 

C O U N S E L L O R S A T L A W 

5 0 M I L K S T R E E T 

B O S T O N . M A S S A C H U S E T T S 0 2 1 0 9 

1617) 4 5 1 - 3 3 0 0 

T E L E C O P I E R (617) 4 5 1 - 5 7 6 0 

N A N C Y L B R U S H 
C H R I S T O P H E R A. O U G G A N 
S T E P H E N P. H A Y E S 
D A V I D M. O ' C O N N O R 
J A M E S B P E L O O U I N 
ROBERT C RIVES. JR. 
M I C H A E L R. G O T T F R I E D 
J O H N 8 S A V O C A 
N A N C Y K E L L Y 
R A N D O L P H L. S M I T H 
ROBERT J, C O R O Y 
D A N A C. B L A K S L E E 
ANDREW P B R O W N 
MARK M C H R I S T O P H E R 
JAY S G R E G O R Y 
D O R O T H Y A N N E H U R D 
C O N S T A N C E M M c G R A N E 
O A R R E L L M O O K 
A N N M RISSO 
A N N E E S A R G E A N T 
J O H N P W A L K E R 
KEVIN E. Y O U N G 
M A R G O T A M E S C L O W E R 

E L I Z A B E T H Z. H O L M E S 
E V E L Y N A. H A R A L A M P U 
J E F F R E Y D. S T E R N K L A R 
T H O M A S G. C O O P E R 
J E F F R E Y & M I C H A E L S O N 
C L A R E M H O W E 
M A R Y E L I Z A B E T H V A N D Y C K 
S U S A N A MAZE 
B R U C E A H A M I L T O N 
W A R R E N £ T O L M A N 
S U Z A N N E S H E L D O N 
J O H N E B O W E N 
L A W R E N C E J M c N A L L Y . JR. 
S T E V E N L C H A R L I P 
D A N I E L R D t M A R C O 
C Y N T H I A J . H E L E N E K 
KEVIN G K E N N E A L L Y 
JENNIFER L L A U R O 
EL IZABETH J M A I L L E T T 
S A R A H B O R S T E L PORTER 
P A M E L A S S H A P I R O 
G A R Y W S M I T H 
G E O R G E S T S A N O I K O S 
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Ms. C y n t h i a Kuhns JUN 2 
S t a t e o f Maine •3 SS 
Depar tment o f E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

P r o t e c t i o n 
S t a t e House 
S t a t i o n 17 
A u g u s t a , ME 0433 3 

Re: Union Chemical S i t e : Request f o r D r i n k i n g Water 


Dear Cynthia: 


This i s i n response t o your l e t t e r of A p r i l 8, 1988 i n which, 

on behalf of the Department o f Environmental P r o t e c t i o n , you 

requested t h a t the S e t t l i n g P a r t i e s provide supplemental d r i n k i n g 

water t o those residents i n the v i c i n i t y o f the Union Chemical 

S i t e shown t o be "at r i s k " because of age or medical 

c omplications. 


Recently, t h i s matter was addressed by the Union Chemical 

S i t e Steering Committee, a body comprised o f represen t a t i v e s of 

several o f the large volume c o n t r i b u t o r s and several de minimis 

p a r t i e s . The Committee has decided not t o provide supplemental 

d r i n k i n g water a t t h i s time. The Committee's de c i s i o n i s based 

upon the f a c t t h a t the r e s i d e n t i a l w e l l s near the v i c i n i t y do not 

show any present t h r e a t of a human h e a l t h hazard r e s u l t i n g from 

the c o n d i t i o n s a t the S i t e . As you know, t h i s i s a conclusion 

w i t h which DEP, EPA and the Agency o f Toxic Substances and Disease 

R e gistry concur. We note t h a t the r e s i d e n t i a l w e l l sample 

a n alysis has ge n e r a l l y found these w e l l s t o be fre e o f chemical 

contamination and t h a t when c e r t a i n chemicals s p o r a d i c a l l y have 

been found i na handful of these w e l l s , those r e s u l t s have 

i n d i c a t e d t r a c e l e v e l s of contaminants i n l o c a t i o n s which appear 

t o be i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h expected ground water pathways emanating 

from the S i t e . 
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Indeed, i n l i g h t of the a v a i l a b l e data, i f we were t o o f f e r 

d r i n k i n g water t o some of the residents i n the area, the r e s u l t 

may be t o r a i s e unwarranted fears w i t h i n the community. 


We b e l i e v e t h a t the S e t t l i n g P a r t i e s and the Trustees of the 

Union Chemical S i t e Trust have acted co o p e r a t i v e l y and i n complete 

good f a i t h since settlement n e g o t i a t i o n s commenced w i t h EPA and 

DEP l a s t summer. We are f u l l y committed t o conducting a Remedial 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n / F e a s i b i l i t y Study which w i l l analyze the conditions 

a t the S i t e and make recommendations f o r appropriate remedial 

a c t i o n . As you know, on several occasions, repre s e n t a t i v e s of the 

S teering Committee and the Trustees have met w i t h the Selectmen, 

the Town's counsel and representatives of the Concerned C i t i z e n s 

of Hope p r i v a t e l y and at p u b l i c hearings t o l i s t e n t o t h e i r 

concerns about the S i t e . We expect t h a t t h i s dialogue w i l l 

continue t o a l l p a r t i e s ' b e n e f i t . 


We t r u s t t h a t you w i l l understand the S e t t l i n g P a r t i e s ' 

p o s i t i o n on the d r i n k i n g water issue and we hope t h a t t h i s 

response does not s t r i k e a discordant note w i t h i n DEP or w i t h the 

r e sidents o f South Hope. We look forward t o continue t o meet and 

work w i t h EPA, DEP and the residents of South Hope as our work at 

the S i t e continues. 


Very	 t r u l y yours, 


UNION CHEMICAL SITE 

STEERING COMMITTEE 


David P. Rosenblatt 


A. / y y 1 * * z j i * y (pr* j 
Louis N. Massery 
Cooley, Manion, Moore & 
Jones 


530 A t l a n t i c Avenue 

Boston, MA 02210 


DPRramm 

cc:	 Mr. Michael J a c i n s k i 


Mr. Randy Smith 

Mr. Terrence Hughes 

Mr. James Green 

Mr. Steven Gerken 



