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Five-Year Reviews
Overview

EPA is required by statute [CERCLA 121(c)] to 
review remedies every five years at Superfund sites 
where waste is left onsite at concentrations that do 
not allow unlimited use and unrestricted exposure. 
The purpose of the five-year review is to evaluate 
the implementation and performance of a remedy 
to determine whether the remedy is (or will be 
when complete) protective of human health and the 
environment. 

The Agency’s technical assessment of a remedy after 
five years of operation examines the answers to three 
questions:

�� Is the remedy functioning as intended based on the 
decision documents?

�� Are the exposure assumptions, toxicity data, 
cleanup levels, and remedial action objectives 
used at the time of the remedy selection still valid?

�� Has any other information come to light that could 
call into question the protectiveness of the remedy? 

These questions provide a framework for organizing 
and evaluating data and ensuring that all relevant 
issues are considered when determining the protec-
tiveness of the remedy. 

As a matter of policy, EPA also conducts five-year 
reviews for remedial actions that require five or 
more years to complete. EPA also may conduct five-
year reviews for removal actions conducted under 
CERCLA 104 at National Priorities List (NPL) sites 
where wastes are left in place and no remedial action 
is planned.

The five-year review process integrates information 
contained in decision documents, operational data 
for a remedy, and the experiences of those respon-
sible for and affected by actions at the site. The site 
manager uses the information to assess the remedy’s 
performance, and, ultimately, to determine the 
protectiveness of the remedy. Recommendations and 
follow-up actions to issues identified are documented 
in the five-year review report. The process consists 
of: (1) identifying the review team members; (2) 
notifying potentially interested parties of the start 
of the review; (3) proposing the components of and 

schedule for the review; (4) reviewing and evaluat-
ing data; (5) conducting the site visit and interviews; 
and (6) publishing the five-year review report and 
announcing the findings.

Why This Is Important

Community involvement during a five-year review is 
not a statutory or regulatory requirement. However, 
the Comprehensive Five-Year Review Guidance says 
that, at a minimum, community involvement activities 
during the five-year review should include notify-
ing the community that the five-year review will be 
conducted, notifying the community that the five-year 
review has been completed, and providing the results 
of the review to the information repository. The lead 
agency planning the five-year review is required to 
notify appropriate community representatives as well 
as all other potentially interested parties. Despite the 
fact that it is not a statutory or regulatory requirement, 
community involvement is an important part of the 
five-year review process. During the initial planning 
for the five-year review, CICs can provide valuable 
insight on a community’s issues and concerns and help 
tailor community involvement activities for the five-
year review to the particular needs of the community.

Implementation

Five-year review planning may begin as early as a year 
before starting the review. The site manager forms a 
review team that decides what it will do at the site 
and when activities will be conducted. The CIC often 
participates on the review team as an advisor to convey 
the community’s issues and concerns and to develop 
and implement activities to notify and involve the 
community. Community members, including repre-
sentatives of a community advisory group (CAG) or 
technical assistance grant (TAG) recipient group may 

This and all tools in the Community Involve-
ment Toolkit should be used in conjunction 
with the Community Involvement Handbook, 
which provides guidance to EPA staff on how 
EPA typically plans and implements commu-
nity involvement activities at Superfund sites.

http://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/HQ/128607
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/HQ/100000070
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provide information to the review team. In addition 
to notifying the community of the five-year review 
and its results, the review team may elect to conduct 
additional community involvement activities at high-
profile sites, sites with significant public interest, and 
other sites for which the regional office determines a 
need for additional community involvement activities.

Planning for the Five-Year Review and 
Notifying the Community

Initially, the CIC may review the existing community 
involvement plan (CIP), including the community 
profile, for information about local officials, residents 
living near the site, the past level of interest in the site 
from individuals and groups in the community, and 
whether the community has a CAG or TAG recipient 
group. During planning, the CIC and review team 
should determine the best means for notifying the 
community that the review process will begin. Holding 
an open house or public meeting where community 
members can stop by to ask questions or pick up fact 
sheets may be effective in some communities. Other 
notification methods, such as issuing a public notice or 
a press release (see Attachment 1 and Attachment 2), 
broadcasting a public service announcement on radio 
or television, emailing announcements to community 
listservs (see Attachment 3), posting ads on community 
websites or in community newsletters (see Attachment 
4 and Attachment 5), posting an announcement on the 
EPA site profile page (see Attachment 6), or mailing 
and posting printed announcements (see Attachment 
7), also have been used. 

As outlined in Table 1 below, some of this suggested 
information may be available on the EPA site profile 
page. Depending on the type of notice the review team 
has determined is the best fit for the community, it 
may not be necessary to duplicate information that is 
already available online as long as a link can be shared.

For high-profile sites or sites with significant public 
interest, the review team should carefully consider 
whether additional or enhanced community involve-
ment activities are appropriate. Preparing a commu-
nication strategy for the five-year review is recom-
mended for high-profile sites. 

Collecting Information for the Five-Year 
Review

The review team may conduct community interviews 
to collect additional information on current site 
conditions, problems, and concerns. The community 
interviews may include community members living 
near the site, members of a CAG or TAG recipient 
group (if either has been established), and other 
stakeholders who have been active in site activities 
in the past and could provide useful information 
about site conditions. Community members may 
tell EPA important information about unusual activi-
ties, such as dumping, vandalism, or trespassing at 
the site; materials leaving the site; unusual odors; 
or new land uses around the site. Interviews may 
also include discussions about reuse and planning 
development, positive and negative ways the cleanup 
may be affecting the neighborhood, and other 

What information to include? Where might this be found? When may it NOT be necessary to 
include in five-year review notice?

• Site name, location, and EPA site profile page URL Generally, this information will be 
included in the five-year notice.

• Lead agency conducting the review.

• Brief description of the selected remedy.

• Summary of contamination addressed by the 
remedy.

• Scheduled completion date of the five-year review.

EPA site profile page If information is on the EPA site profile 
page, and a link to EPA site profile page 
is provided.

• How the community can contribute during the 
review process.

• Contact with phone number for further information.

EPA site profile page Generally, this information will be 
included in the five-year notice.

At a minimum, the information in Table 1 should be provided to the community about the five-year review, either through 
the five-year review notice or on the EPA site profile page.

Table 1. Five-Year Review Notice

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/community-involvement-tools-and-resources#files
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the community that the review is complete and 
available. These could include distributing fact 
sheets, placing online ads (see Attachments 4 and 
5), posting an update to the EPA site profile page 
(see Attachment 6), or any other method that may 
have been used to advise the community at the 
beginning of the five-year review process. Be sure 
to include a link to the five-year review document 
in all communications.

As outlined in Table 2 below, please note that some 
of this suggested information may be available on 
the EPA site profile page and/or in the completed 
five-year review document. Depending on the type 
of notice the review team has determined is the 
best fit for the community, it may not be necessary 
to duplicate information that is already available 
online, as long as a link can be shared.

activities affecting the site. In addition to providing 
information to assist in the five-year review, these 
interviews can help the Agency document changes in 
the community itself or in the community’s interests 
and concerns.

Completion of Five-Year Review

Upon completing the five-year review, the review 
team writes a report that provides background infor-
mation on the site and cleanup actions, a summary 
of the five-year review activities, and an explanation 
of the review results. For each remedy under review, 
the explanation of results includes a protectiveness 
statement indicating whether the remedy is protecting 
human health and the environment. 

Before the report is complete, the CIC should 
determine the most appropriate ways to notify 

At a minimum, the information in Table 2 should be provided to the community about the five-year review, either through 
the five-year review notice or on the EPA site profile page.

What information to include? Where might this  
be found?

When may it NOT be necessary to 
include in five-year review notice?

• Site name, location, EPA site profile page URL, and a 
hyperlink to the completed five-year review document if 
available

Generally, this information will be 
included in the five-year notice.

• Lead agency conducting the review.

• Brief description of the selected remedy.

• Summary of contamination addressed by the remedy.

• Brief description of the results of the five-year review.

• Protectiveness statements.

• Brief summary of the data and information that 
provided the basis for determining protectiveness and 
a brief summary of the issues, recommendations, and 
follow-up actions directly related to the protectiveness 
determination.

• Locations where a copy of the five-year review can be 
obtained or viewed, including information repositories.

• Contact name and phone number for further 
information.

• Date of next five-year review, or if no more reviews are 
needed, the rationale for this determination.

• EPA site profile page

• Completed five-year 
review document

If information is on the EPA site 
profile page or in the completed 
five-year review document, and a 
link to EPA site profile page and/
or completed five-year review 
document is provided.

Table 2. Five-Year Review Completion Notice
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Attachments

�� Attachment 1: Example of a Public Notice to Notify 
Community of the Start of a Five-Year Review 

�� Attachment 2: Example Press Releases on Five-
Year Reviews from EPA Region 1

�� Attachment 3: Example Email Sent to a Community 
Listserv Requesting Input at the Start of a Five-
Year Review 

�� Attachment 4: Example of an Online Ad Requesting 
Information for the Five-Year Review

�� Attachment 5: Example Newsletter Ad Informing 
Community of the Five-Year Review

�� Attachment 6: Example of a Five-Year Review 
Notice Posted on an EPA Site Profile Page

�� Attachment 7: Example Postcard Sent to House-
holds Informing Them of a Five-Year Review

Tips

�� CICs should be aware of the five-year reviews 
scheduled for their Region during each fiscal year 
and should contact the site manager to learn more 
about the five-year review schedule.

�� As a member of the site team, the CIC should be 
ready to take the lead in reviewing the CIP, conduct-
ing community interviews, developing a communi-
cation strategy at high-profile sites, and notifying 
the community that a five-year review will begin.

�� CICs should work with the review team to notify 
the community about the results of the five-year 
review when the review is completed.

�� Consult EPA’s Comprehensive Five-Year Review 
Guidance (OSWER No. 9355.7-03B-P) for more 
information. (Appendix A of the five-year review 
guidance provides information on community 
involvement.)

Other Sources of Information

�� EPA’s Superfund Five-Year Reviews website
�� Superfund Today: Focus on Five-Year Reviews 

Involving the Community (EPA 540-F-01-011)
�� Five-Year Reviews, Frequently Asked Questions 

and Answers (OSWER 9355.7-21) 
�� Getting to Know the Five-Year Review: A Guide 

for Communities Near Federal Facilities (video)

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/writing-five-year-reviews-superfund-sites#sub_anchor
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/writing-five-year-reviews-superfund-sites#sub_anchor
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-five-year-reviews
http://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/HQ/175190
http://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/HQ/175190
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/HQ/174052
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/HQ/174052
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VguoeVT4FjI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VguoeVT4FjI
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Attachment 1: Example of a Public Notice to Notify Community of the 
Start of a Five-Year Review

EPA PUBLIC NOTICE
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Reviews Cleanup at 

Horseshoe Road and Atlantic Resources Superfund Site
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is conducting its fourth five-
year review of the Preferred Plating Corp. Superfund Site, located in the Town 
of Farmingdale, Suffolk County, New York. The purpose of this five-year review 
is to ensure that the remedy is functioning as intended and continues to be protec-
tive of public health and the environment. A summary of the cleanup activities and 
an evaluation of the protectiveness of the implemented cleanup remedies will be 
included in the five-year review report.

What is an EPA Five-Year Review? 
The purpose of a five-year review is to ensure that implemented remedies at Superfund sites function as 
intended and continue to be protective of human health and the environment. These regular reviews, 
which are required by federal law when contaminants remain at a site, include:
�� Inspection of the site and cleanup technologies;
�� Review of monitoring data, operating data, and maintenance records; and,
�� Determination if any new relevant regulatory requirements have been established since EPA’s original 

cleanup decision was finalized.

When will EPA’s Five-Year Review Report be available? 
It is anticipated that the five-year review report will be available at the website noted below by July 
28, 2017.

There are several ways to review information on 
this site. The Administrative Record, which in-
cludes EPA decision documents used for selecting 
the cleanup remedy, is available for public review 
at the information repositories listed below. Project 
information is also available online at the website 
noted below. 

EPA Region 2
Superfund Records Center
John Smith
Phone: (555) 555-3322
Email: smith.john@example.email
(call to make an appointment)

Jane Smith
Local Library Repository Center
Phone: (555) 555-5678
Email: smith.jane@example.email

If you have any questions or concerns about the 
site, please contact:

Jane Doe
EPA Remedial Project Manager
Phone: (555) 555-6666
Email: doe.jane@example.email

OR

John Doe
EPA Community Involvement Coordinator
Phone: (555) 555-1212
Email: doe.john@example.email

     For more information      You may also contact

For more information, visit:
www.epa.gov/superfund/preferred-planting

SA
MPL

E
Site Name

Town Name County Name State
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AttachmAttachment 2: Example Press Releases on Five-Year Reviews from EPA Region 1
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Attachment 3: Example Email Sent to a Community Listserv Requesting 
Input at the Start of a Five-Year Review
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Attachment 4: Example of an Online Ad Requesting Information for the 
Five-Year Review
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Attachment 5: Example Newsletter Ad Informing Community of the 
Five-Year Review
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Attachment 6: Example of a Five-Year Review Notice Posted on an EPA 
Site Profile Page

SA
MPL
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Attachment 7: Example Postcard Sent to Households Informing Them 
of a Five-Year Review


