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What is a Community Involvement Plan? 

A Community Involvement Plan (CIP) provides an overview of the 

outreach tools and techniques that EPA will use throughout the 

cleanup of a Superfund site. This document will serve as a guide for 

meaningfully involving community members in the cleanup of the 

Harbor Island Superfund Site. 

Where is Harbor Island? 

Harbor Island is an artificial and industrial island in Seattle, 

Washington. It sits on the mouth of the Duwamish River where it flows 

into Elliot Bay.  

Why is Harbor Island Polluted?  

Since its construction in the early 1900s, Harbor Island has been used 

for commercial and industrial activities including shipbuilding and 

repair, bulk petroleum storage, secondary lead smelting, metal 

fabrication and cargo shipping. These activities contaminated soil, 

groundwater, and sediment in the adjacent waterways. Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) are the 

most widespread contaminant of concern (COC) in sediment. Other COCs include arsenic, polycyclic 

aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and mercury. 

Who is Most Impacted by the Cleanup? 

The Harbor Island Superfund Site is in the ancestral 
areas of the Muckleshoot Tribe (federally recognized), 
Suquamish Tribe (federally recognized), the 
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 
(federally recognized), and the Duwamish Tribe. 
Harbor Island is home to the Spokane Street Bridge, a 
very popular fishing pier, which means fishers are 

impacted by this Site. The businesses and industries 
that operate on and around Harbor Island are also 

impacted by the Harbor Island cleanup. The nearby residential neighborhoods of Georgetown and 
South Park are indirectly affected by the Harbor Island cleanup.  

Spokane Street Bridge Fishing Competition  
(Source: EPA) 

Map of Harbor Island  (Source: EPA) 
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How to Provide Feedback on this Draft EPA Harbor Island Superfund Site 

Community Involvement Plan (CIP) – THANK YOU!      
 
By May 1, 2023 please consider providing your thoughts, concerns, or 
suggestions (including any photos or events that you would like to see!) on this 
draft CIP by: 
 

• Visiting EPA’s Harbor Island website for a link where you can review & 

provide comments on the full Draft EPA Harbor Island CIP: 

www.epa.gov/superfund/harbor-island 

• Visiting the South Park Library (8604 8th Ave S, Seattle WA 98108) and 

talk to library staff to view a hard copy of the Draft EPA Harbor Island CIP 

• E-mailing or calling Laura Knudsen (EPA Community Involvement 

Coordinator) for any questions, to provide feedback, or schedule an 

informal chat about the Draft EPA Harbor Island CIP: 

o E-mail: knudsen.laura@epa.gov 

o Phone: 206-643-4299 
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There are significant Environmental Justice (EJ) concerns within the Harbor Island area since residents of color, low-income residents, and 
subsistence fishers all rely on or interact with Harbor Island. 

What Has Been Done to Clean Up Harbor Island? 
EPA divided the Site into seven Operable Units (OUs) to better address Site cleanup. To date, cleanup decisions were made by EPA for five OUs 
and by the Washington State Department of Ecology at the Tank Farm OU. East Waterway is the only remaining OU without a cleanup decision 
by EPA. Within the East Waterway OU, there are two areas (Terminal 25 and the U.S. Coast Guard Slip 36) where early action cleanups are being 
done by the Port of Seattle (for Terminal 25) and the U.S. Coast Guard (for Slip 36) under EPA oversight.  

Action Plan 

This Community Involvement Plan has the following goals and associated actions that EPA will take to support community involvement in the 
cleanup of Harbor Island. Please review the full EPA Harbor Island CIP for more details regarding each of these goals and actions. 

Increase Awareness of 
the Harbor Island 
Superfund Site 

Build Trust  Mitigate Cleanup 
Construction Impacts 

Conduct online outreach, in-
person outreach, and create 
easy-to-understand 
educational materials. 

EPA will attend local events, 
hold informal chats, work with 
trusted partners, connect with 
stakeholders, increase 
transparency, coordinate with 
agencies, and to build trust 
and understanding. 

Consult with Tribes and 
communicate with 
community members, 
businesses, and fishers before 
disruptive construction 
periods. 

 

Integrate outreach for the Harbor Island 
Superfund Site into EPA’s broader efforts in the 
Duwamish Valley. 
 

Invest in Communities 

Connect out Connect outreach and communication across 
the Harbor Island, Lower Duwamish Waterway, Lockheed 
West Seattle, and Pacific Sound Resources Superfund Sites. 
Waterway, Lockheed West Seattle, and Pacific Sound 
Resources Superfund Sites. 

Communicate and promote job opportunities related to the 
Site cleanup and provide information on grants to local 
community members and organizations. related to the Site 
cleanup and provide information on grants to local 
community members and organizations. 

• 
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