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HASTINGS GROUND WATER CONTAMINATION
Hastings, Nebraska
 
 
Conditions at proposal (October 15, 1984): Hastings (population 23,580) is in Adams County, Nebraska.
Preliminary sampling of municipal wells in 1983 by the State detected contaminants in the ground water
beneath the old Hastings business district. Locally high concentrations of volatile organic chemicals
were detected. Past waste disposal practices, possibly dating to the 1920s, may have contributed to the
contamination. The Nebraska Department of Environmental Control installed monitoring wells in Hastings
in 1984.
 
Status (June 10, 1986): The city has shut down the most heavily contaminated municipal wells. Privately
owned public water supply wells located east of Hastings are also contaminated with organic solvents and
have been taken out of service.
 
EPA has prepared a workplan for a remedial investigation/feasibility study to determine the type and
extent of contamination at the site and identify alternatives for remedial action. As part of this effort, EPA is
sampling the monitoring wells on a quarterly schedule.
 
For more information about the hazardous substances identified in this narrative summary, including
general information regarding the effects of exposure to these substances on human health, please see
the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) ToxFAQs. ATSDR ToxFAQs can be
found on the Internet at ATSDR - ToxFAQs  (http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/index.asp) or by telephone
at 1-888-42-ATSDR or 1-888-422-8737.
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