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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 

EASTERN DIVISION 

THE STATE OF OHIO, 
 
 and 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
 

Plaintiffs, 
v. 

 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY 
COMPANY,  
 
and 
 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN CORPORATION, 
 

Defendants.      

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 
 
Civil Case No. 4:23-cv-00517 

DECLARATION OF RALPH DOLLHOPF 

I, Ralph Dollhopf, declare as follows: 

1. I am employed by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). My 

current position is On-Scene Coordinator with the Superfund and Emergency Management 

Division (SEMD) in EPA Region 5, which serves Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Minnesota, 

and Wisconsin. I am based out of EPA Region 5’s Ann Arbor, Michigan office.  

2. I first began working for EPA Region 5 as an On-Scene Coordinator in 1985, after 

receiving my bachelor’s degrees in environmental engineering and psychology. As an On-Scene 

Coordinator, I am responsible for assessing oil spills and releases of hazardous substances 

reported to the federal government, including assessing potential hazards, the resources needed 

to contain and clean up the release or spill, and the ability of the responsible party or local 

authorities to handle the incident, as well as taking actions to monitor the release or spill, 

including controlling and cleaning up the release or spill as appropriate. Where EPA assistance is 
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1 EPA approved a revised version of this plan, with an expanded sampling area, on April 6, 2023. 
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Emergency Management Authority, East Palestine Train Derailment: Testing & Results, 

https://ema.ohio.gov/media-publications/east-palestine-derailment-info/testing-results. The State 

of Ohio stated that this analysis “shows plant materials from agricultural sites in the East 

Palestine area are not contaminated with semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs) associated 

with the train derailment.” Id. 

35. According to the State of Pennsylvania, similar testing done by the Pennsylvania 

Department of Agriculture, which took tissue samples from triticale, grass, hay, spelts, garlic, 

and blueberry bushes in Beaver and Washington counties to determine levels of 26 SVOCs 

present, “found no compounds present above reportable limits for that substance.” See Shapiro 

Administration Releases Results of Crop Samples Showing No Contamination on PA Farms Near 

Norfolk Southern Train Derailment (June 27, 2023), 

https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/  Agriculture_details.aspx?newsid=1324. Pennsylvania 

Agriculture Secretary Russel Redding stated that these samples “give additional reassurance that 

contamination from the derailment has not spread into crops grown in the region.” Id. 

36. Norfolk Southern’s Potable Water Sampling Work Plan, approved by EPA on 

April 28, 2023, and Sentinel Monitoring Well Installation and Groundwater Sampling Work Plan 

(Sentinel Well Work Plan) and Groundwater Characterization Work Plan, both approved by EPA 

on June 29, 2023, have focused on monitoring for and analyzing potential impacts of the 

derailment on drinking water and groundwater.  

37. Under the Potable Water Sampling Work Plan, Norfolk Southern has collected 

samples from over 200 private drinking water wells in Ohio and Pennsylvania. Columbiana 

County (for wells in Ohio) and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (for 

wells in Pennsylvania) have overseen these private well sampling efforts, in coordination with 
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