
2016

FIRST STATE BANK

FIREWORKS EXTRAVAGANZA
FRIDAY, JUNE 24 AT DUSK

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK
CORNER OF JEFFERSON & MASONIC BLVD.
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★	 Admission: $3/person at the gate.

★	 �Purchase wristbands for $2 in advance at 
the St. Clair Shores Parks & Recreaction 
Office ( 20000 Stephens, between Little 
Mack and I-94) or at City Hall located at 
27600 Jefferson, south of 11 Mile Road.

★	 �Everyone MUST have a wristband for 
Park entry on the day of the Fireworks.

★	 �Gates open at 2:00 p.m. Spend the day
	 picnicing, dancing, having fun in the 	
	 Splash Zone and enjoying Lake St. Clair!  

★	 �Parking available in the lot at the corner 
of Jefferson & Masonic for $5 per car. 
Only 500 passes available. 

★	 �Purchase parking passes for $5  in ad-
vance at the Parks & Recreation Office or 
at the Cashier’s Office in City Hall.

★	 �NO PARKING on Masonic Blvd. 

★	 �Music by Elite Entertainment.

★	 �For your listening pleasure, music will 
also be simulcast the radio. Watch our 
Facebook Page for the channel.

★	 Splash Zone open until dusk.

★	 �Face Painting in the late afternoon and  
early evening hosted by  First State 
Bank…Your Hometown Bank

★	 �Inflatable Bouncers from 2:00 to 
8:00 p.m.

★	 �Glow Necklaces will be available for 
purchase.

★	 �Food vendors in the Park include  
National Coney Island , Mastro’s Ice 
Cream and Chicken Shack.

★	 �No alcoholic beverages are allowed in 
the Park. The St. Clair Shores Police 
Department will check coolers.

★	 �No pets are allowed in the Park at any 
time. 

★	 �No refunds. Rain date is Saturday, 
June, 25, 2016

JUNE, 2016
ISSUE

And I’m proud to 
be an American, 

where at least 
I know I’m free. 

And I won’t forget 
the men who died, 

who gave that 
right to me.

Lee Greenwood

MANY THANKS TO OUR 
SPONSORS:
Bagnasco & Calcaterra   
   Funeral Home
Clairpointe Family 
   Dental
Dr. Jayakar
Eastside Podiatry
First State Bank
Fishbone’s Rhythm 
  Kitchen Café
Fisher & Company
G & R Restaurant 
  Services, LLC DBA  
  Steve’s Backroom
Gentle Dental
Kaul Funeral Homes
Lahood Lanes, Inc./
  Lake Shore Lanes
Lakepointe Orthodontics
Michael Agnello Jewelers
Northshore Partners
OneMain Financial 
  Group LLC
Roy O’Brien, Inc.
Service Floor Covering
Shore Point Motor Lodge
Touch of Fruit
Viviano Flower Shop
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Nine Mile Ramp
Jeff erson at Nine Mile Rd. 

Behind Chapaton Pumping  Station
Residents $10 Daily

NON-RESIDENTS WELCOME TO 
NINE MILE RAMP

Non-residents $15 Daily 
Annual $100 Ramp Sticker 

( $65 for Eastpointe & 
Roseville residents)



Blossom Heath Ramp
24800 Jeff erson South of 10 Mile Rd. 

Behind Blossom Heath Inn
&

Lac Sainte Claire Ramp
27600 Jeff erson South of 11 Mile Rd. 

Behind City Hall

BOTH RAMPS
RESIDENTS ONLY!

$10 Daily per personal watercraft 
WITH Park Pass...$65 Annual Pass


All boaters must show driver’s 

license & boat registration 
at the same address.

BRINGING YOU FUN ON WATER AND LAND!

Enjoy the convenience and the savings of docking your boat in your 
own “backyard.” Spend less time and less gas driving to your favorite 
fi shing or boating area and more time on the water enjoying your boat! 
Call 445-5350 to reserve your boat well today! 

BLOSSOM HEATH HARBOR (87 Wells)
24800 Jeff erson...South of 10 Mile Road • Fee includes dockage space only.

   Resident Non-Resident

Under 20’ Length (95”-105” width) $695 $795

Under 24’ Length (Approx. 114” width) $695 $795

LAC SAINTE CLAIRE HARBOR (236 Wells)
27600 Jeff erson…behind City Hall • Fee includes security, electronic 
gates, WiFi, water and electrical services, dock box, concession stand, ice 
machine, dog run, family pool/waterslide passes, carts, handicapped ser-
vices, and keyed bathroom facilities.

   Resident Non-Resident

24’ Length (114” width)  $900 $1000

28’ Length (126” width)  $1265 $1365 

35’ Length (150”-174” Width) $1795 $1895
    

Transient Wells $20/day at both Municipal Harbors.

BOAT RAMPS

LEARN TO SKATE…JUNE 14 - JULY 21

TINY TOTS– 3 TO 6 YEARS OLD
 Tuesday & Thursday 4:30-5:00PM $60

YOUTH TO ADULTS & FREESTYLE
 Tuesday  5:00-6:00PM $60
 Thursday  5:00-6:00PM $60

HOCKEY SKILLS & DRILLS (FULL EQUIPMENT)
 Tuesday 5:00-6:00PM $60
 Thursday 5:00-6:00PM $60

YOUTH SKATING SKILLS (HOCKEY)  16-17 YEAR OLDS
 Tuesday  5:00-6:00PM $60
 Thursday  5:00-6:00PM $60

SUMMER PLAYGROUND PROGRAM

Weekly June 20-August 19
8:30 AM-5PM • Veterans Memorial Park

Ages 5-12 Years Old
 $135/weeks for residents

$155/per week for non-resident
$10 off  for any additional child

Daily Activities:

• 2 weekly trips 
 to SCS pool

• Field trips

• Arts & Crafts

• Sports   

• Games

• Camp T-Shirt

• Educational Tips

2016 BOAT WELL RENTAL RATES



TIPS TO REDUCE
YOUR WATER BILL
You can manage your water bill by moni-
toring your own water consumption and 
water loss. Here’s a few ways to save both 
water and money:

STOP THOSE 
LEAKS!
Check your indoor water using appliances 
and faucets ... especially the toilet. Place 
food coloring or the colored tablets avail-
able at the Water Department in CIty Hall 
or DPW for your toilet tank. Don’t fl ush for 
5 to 10 minutes. If you see colored water in 
the bowl you have a leak.

REPLACE YOUR 
OLD TOILET
Believe or not, your toilet is the largest 
water user inside your home. If your home 
was built before 1992 and the toilet has 
never been replaced, then it is very likely 
that you do not have a water effi  cient 1.6 
gallon per fl ush toilet. It’s time to replace it.

REPLACE YOUR
CLOTHES WASHER
Your clothes washer is the second largest 
water user in your home. EnergyStar™ 
rated washers that have a Water Factor at 
or lower than 9.5 use 35 to 50 per cent less 
energy per load.

PLANT THE RIGHT
PLANTS & WATER 
ONLY WHEN NEEDED
Most water is wasted in your garden by 
watering when your plants or grass does 
not need it or by not maintaining your 
irrigation system. Select plants that are 
appropriate for local climate conditions.

Saving water is smart for you, your pocket-
book and the City. Working in partnership, 
we CAN reduce our water consumption 
and water loss.

CITY OF ST. CLAIR SHORES  

WATER QUALITY REPORT  
2016  

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE 
RESIDENTS & BUSINESS OWNERS 

OF ST. CLAIR SHORES  
The City of St. Clair Shores is pleased to pres-
ent the Water Quality Report 2016 to you, 
our water and sewer customers. This report 
provides a snapshot of important information 
about your drinking water. The good news: the 
City of St. Clair Shores has the cleanest, most 
aff ordable water in the country. We not only 
provide you with safe tap water, but are also 
proud to say that the water we supply meets 
or surpasses all Federal and State standards for 
water quality and safety. 

WHAT IS THE GLWA? 
January 1, 2016 marked the launch of a region-
al water authority in Southeast Michigan.  The 
City of Detroit, the counties of Macomb, Oak-
land, and Wayne, and the State of Michigan 
have offi  cially united to form the Great Lakes 
Water Authority (GLWA).  The new GLWA gives 
suburban water and sewer customers a pow-
erful voice in the management and direction 
of one of largest water and wastewater utilities 
in the nation.  The GLWA is comprised of six 
board members: two from the City of Detroit, 
and one each from Macomb, Oakland and 
Wayne counties, plus one representing the 
State of Michigan.  GLWA begins management 
and control of regional water and wastewater 
services, while Detroit, like suburban commu-
nities throughout the region, will retain control 
of water and sewer services within the City 
limits.  More information on the GLWA can be 
found at  www.glwater.org.

WHAT DETERMINES MY BILL? 
The City of St. Clair Shores bills water by unit 
-one unit equals 100 cubic feet or 748 
gallons. As you know, we buy all of our water 
from the GLWA. Every penny that you pay on 
your water/sewer bill is used to buy water from 
the GLWA and maintain our seventy-plus-year 
old water system. Like the roof on your home 
or your car, our water system needs constant 
maintenance. 

WHAT IS THE CITY DOING TO 
REDUCE MY WATER BILL? 
Reducing your water bill really comes down to 
water consumption and water loss. 

WATER CONSUMPTION:
As you know, our Water Services Contract with 
the GLWA includes two ordinances designed 
to help the City regulate its peak hour water 
consumption to assure the lowest possible 
rates from the GLWA. The fi rst ordinance 
restricts water consumption during a water 
supply emergency. The second ordinance 

restricts irrigation to odd/even numbered days. 
When followed, these actions result in a large 
savings to the City because it keeps our water 
rates from the GLWA and a large savings to 
the customer because it keeps your water bills 
down. 

WATER LOSS:
The water that we purchase from the GLWA 
also goes through a metering system similar to 
what you have in your home or businesses. Wa-
ter loss is the result of the amount of water we 
buy from the GLWA minus the amount of water 
we sell to our residents and businesses. Our 
Water Department continually and successfully 
works toward reducing water loss numbers. In 
the last few years, our water loss has decreased 
from over 20% to less than 10%. Leak detec-
tion remains one of our top priorities. In fact, 
a Water Department employee “listens” to the 
water system with electronic listening devices 
to monitor the system and fi nd leaks during 
the low consumption period. We are constantly 
maintaining valves and hydrants, replacing 
seals, nuts and bolts. We recently replaced 
old, worn-out, stopped or slow-reading water 
meters with new state-of-the-art meters that 
are not only more accurate, but electronically 
alerts the Water Department of a leak. 
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The Water Department operates a four 
million gallon drinking water storage reser-
voir. The daily monitoring, calibration and 
operation of the reservoir allows the City to 
purchase and store water from the GLWA 
during low demand hours at a lower cost. 
This water is then distributed to our water 
customers during high demand hours. This 
operation has lowered our peak hourly de-
mand from the GLWA resulting in an annual 
savings of $300,000 to $500,000. The tank 
operation also regulates the water pressure 
throughout our distribution system. De-
creased pressure variations have helped to 
reduce the number of water main breaks.

4 Million Gallon
Water Storage
Reservoir
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LEAD: Infants and children who drink 
water containing lead in excess of the ac-
tion level could experience delays in their 
physical or mental development. Children 
could show slight defi cits in attention span 
and learning abilities. Adults who drink 
this water over many years could develop 
kidney problems or high blood pressure.

COPPER: Copper is an essential nu-
trient, but some people who drink water 
containing copper in excess of the action 
level over a relatively short amount of time 
could experience gastrointestinal distress. 
Some people who drink water containing 
copper in excess of the action level over 
many years could suff er liver or kidney 
damage. People with Wilson’s disease 
should consult their personal doctor.

ABOUT OUR SYSTEM..... 
The St. Clair Shores Water Department 
maintains and provides 24 hour service 
for...
• 220 miles of water main
• 1, 708 fi re hydrants and hydrant valves
• 1,625 main gate valves

Our residents, businesses and public facil-
ities consume approximately three billion 
gallons of water a year.

The mission of the Water Department is 
to provide clean, healthy, uninterrupted 
water service while maintaining adequate 
pressures and volumes for  Emergency use.

    SOURCE WATER 
& CONTAMINANTS

 St. Clair Shores drinking water comes from 
the world’s largest fresh water supply - the 
Great Lakes. St. Clair Shores receives water 
from two facilities maintained by the GLWA 
the Northeast and Lake Huron treatment 
plants. The surface water treatment plants 
fi lter and treat water before it’s released 
into the GLWA water system transmission 
lines and delivered to our distribution sys-
tem and fi nally to you, our valued customer.

A very important fact we must realize is that 
the quality of our drinking water is directly 
aff ected by our own property water runoff  
and the release of improperly disposed 
of materials into the stormwater system. 
Keeping grass clippings from the streets 
and catch basins and using environmental-
ly safe lawn and garden fertilizer products 
helps sediment and algae problems.

Drinking water, including bottled water, 
may reasonably be expected to contain at 
least small amounts of some contaminants. 
The presence of contaminants does not 
necessarily indicate that the water poses 
a health risk. More information about con-
taminants and potential health eff ects 
can be obtained by calling the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at 800.426.4791.

The sources of drinking water (both tap wa-
ter and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, 
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and 
wells. As water travels over the surface of 
the land or through the ground, it dissolves 
naturally-occurring minerals and, in some 
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up 
substances from the presence of animals or 
from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in 
source water include:

• Microbial contaminants, such as viruses   
 and bacteria, which many come from  
 sewage treatment plants, septic systems, 
 agricultural livestock operations and   
 wildlife.

• Inorganic contaminants, such as salts 
 and metals, which can be naturally-
 occurring or result from urban 
 storm-water runoff , industrial or domestic 
 wastewater discharges, oil and gas 
 production, mining or farming.

• Pesticides and herbicides, which may   
 come from a variety of sources such as 
 agriculture, urban stormwater runoff    

 and residential uses.

• Organic chemical contaminants, 
 including synthetic and volatile organics, 
 which are by-products of industrial 
 processes and petroleum production 
 and can also come from gas stations, 
 urban stormwater runoff  and septic 
 systems.

• Radioactive contaminants, which can be  
 naturally-occurring or be the result of oil  
 and gas production and mining activities

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to 
drink, EPA prescribes regulations which 
limit the amount of certain contaminants in 
water provided by public water systems. The 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regu-
lations establish limits for contaminants in 
bottled water, which must provide the same 
protection for public health.

Some people may be more vulnerable to 
contaminants in drinking water than is the 
general population. Immuno-compromised 
persons such as persons with cancer under-
going chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with 
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, 
some elderly, and infants can be particularly 
at risk from infections. These people should 
seek advice about drinking water from their 
health care providers.

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause 
serious health problems, especially for 
pregnant women and young children. Lead 
in drinking water is primarily from materials 
and components associated with service 
lines and home plumbing. St. Clair Shores is 
responsible for providing high quality drink-
ing water, but cannot control the variety of 
materials used in plumbing components. 
When your water has been sitting for several 
hours, you can minimize the potential for 
lead exposure by fl ushing your tap for 30 
seconds to 2 minutes before using water for 
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned 
about lead in your water, you may wish to 
have your water tested. 

Information on lead in drinking wa-
ter, testing methods and steps you can 
take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
800.426.4791 or at the EPA’s website at 
http://www.epa.gov/safewater.



19600 PLEASANT AVE. • ST. CLAIR SHORES • MICHIGAN • 586.445.5374

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
SLC Meter Service installed a new 
meter at my business. Is SLC Meter 
Service an authorized company in the 
City?
Yes, SLC Meter service is an authorized 
company contracted by the City. They are 
currently servicing and testing meters 
throughout the City.

Why has the stop box (water shut 
off ) on my lawn risen up out of the 
ground?
The stop boxes are made to telescope up 
and down with the frost in the ground to 
protect the line from breaking during a 
frost. If you are concerned, the stop box 
can be lowered by one of our Water Service 
employees. Call the Water Maintenance 
Department at 586.445.5374 to make an 
appointment.

The valves by our meter are not work-
ing or are leaking. Who is responsible 
tor the repair?
The valves - located before and after 
the meter - are part of the homeowner’s 
plumbing system and are the homeown-
er’s responsibility to maintain. These valves 
should be exercised regularly to ensure 
that they are working properly in the event 
of a broken pipe or line, inside your home 
requiring immediate water shut down. If 
you believe you have a leak on the meter 
itself. Contact the Water Maintenance De-
partment at 586.445.5374.

I am concerned about hydrants run-
ning during a water main break repair 
or during the hydrant fl ushing pro-
gram. Why does this happen?
The City continues to operate hydrants 
during a water main break repair or a 
fl ushing to remove the sediment or miner-
al deposits from the main. This ensures the 
best water quality possible to residents.

The manager at my business received 
a letter regarding cross connection or 
backfl ow prevention. Where can I get 
more information?
All questions and concerns should be ad-
dressed directly to H2O Compliance Ser-
vices, Inc. at 866.328.7727.

DETROIT RIVER INTAKES  

LAKE HURON 
INTAKE 

Your source water for the Northeast Treat-
ment Plant comes from the Detroit River, 
situated within Lake St. Clair, Clinton 
River, Detroit River, Rouge River, Ecorse 
River, in the U.S. and parts of the Thames 
River, Little River, Turkey Creek and 
Sydenham watersheds in Canada. The 
Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality in partnership with the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, the GLWA  and the Mich-
igan Public Health Institute performed 
a source water assessment in 2004 to 
determine the susceptibility of potential 

contamination. The susceptibility rating 
is on a seven-tiered scale from “very low” 
to “very high” based primarily on geologic 
sensitivity, water chemistry, and contami-
nation sources. Their susceptibility of our 
Detroit River source water intakes were 
determined to be highly susceptible to 
potential contamination. However, all four 
Detroit water treatment plants that use 
source water from the Detroit River have 
historically provided satisfactory treat-
ment of this source water to meet drink-
ing water standards. 

 Your source water from the Lake Huron 
Water Treatment Plant comes from the 
lower Lake Huron watershed. The water-
shed includes numerous short, seasonal 
streams that drain to Lake Huron. The 
Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality in partnership with the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, the GLWA and the Mich-
igan Public Health Institute performed 
a source water assessment in 2004 to 
determine the susceptibility of potential 
contamination. The susceptibility rating 
is seven-tiered scale ranging from “very 
low” to “very high” based primarily on 
geologic sensitivity, water chemistry, and 
contaminant sources. The Lake Huron 
source water intake is categorized as 
having a moderately low susceptibility to 
potential contaminant sources. The Lake 
Huron Water Treatment Plant has histor-
ically provided satisfactory treatment of 
this source water to meet drinking water 
standards.

PROTECTION FOR 
BOTH INTAKES

GLWA has initiated source-water protec-
tion activities that include chemical con-
tainment, spill response, and a mercury 
reduction program.  GLWA participates 
in a National Pollutant Discharge Elimi-
nation System permit discharge program 
and has an emergency response man-
agement plan. In 2015, GLWA received 
a grant from The Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality to develop a 
source water protection program for 
the Detroit River intakes. The programs 
includes seven elements that include the 
following: roles and duties of govern-
ment units and water supply agencies, 
delineation of a source water protection 
area, identifi cation of potential of source 
water protection area, management 
approaches for protection, contingency 
plans, siting of new sources and public 
participation. If you would like to know 
more information about the Source 
Water Assessment report or to request 
a complete copy of this report please, 
contact the City of St. Clair Shores Water 
Department at 586.445.5374.
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HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE GUIDE... 
Cleaning products like aerosols, bathroom 
and drain cleaners and car supplies like 
starting fluids and repair products are all 
considered household hazardous waste. 
Many ingredients in these products are 
corrosive or reactive. If the are not dis-
posed of properly, they can harm people, 
wildlife and the environment. Chemicals in 
them can actually contaminate our rivers, 
lakes and drinking water.

TIPS FOR HANDLING 
TOXICS... 
• Store household hazardous wastes in  
  their original containers and make sure   
  the labels are readable. 
• Save money and reduce waste by  
  purchasing only what you need and use. 
• Let solvents and paint thinners set in a  
  closed jar to let dirt and paint settle to the  
  bottom. You can reuse the top portion  
  and dispose of less waste!

HAZARDOUS WASTE 
ACCEPTED BY MACOMB 
COUNTY HEALTH DEPT:

Automotive Products... 
• Used motor oil and filters 
• Battery acid 
• Gasoline 
• Brake fluid 
• Transmission fluid 
• Cleaners, wax, polish 
• Antifreeze

Lawn/Garden Products... 
• Pesticides 
• Fertilizers 
• Weed killers 
• Poisons

Household Products... 
• Oven cleaner 
• Drain cleaner 
• Rat/ant poison 
• Degreasers 
• Non-narcotic medications 
• Solvents 
• Oil-based paint 
• Nail polish/remover 
• Muriatic acid 
• Photography chemicals 
• Aerosols 
• Coleman lighter fluid 
• Pool chemicals 
• Fluorescent tubes 
• Mercury products

For more information, contact the 
Macomb County Hazardous Waste 
Hotline at 586.466.7923

SAFE DRINKING WATER IS 
A SHARED RESPONSIBILTY

What portion of the water service line is the 
homeowner’s responsibility?
The homeowner is responsible for the portion of 
the line from the curb stop (shut off valve) in their 
yard (typically 1-foot in from the sidewalk towards 
the house) in to the home.

How does lead get into drinking water?
Drinking water provided by the GLWA does not 
contain lead. Lead may enter drinking water as a 
result of the corrosion or wearing a way of materials 
in the water system and household plumbing that 
contain lead. These materials can include lead-
based solder, brass and chrome-plated brass fau-
cets and fixtures, and lead service lines connecting 
homes to water mains. Corrosion control practices 
reduce the risk of lead leaching from pipes by creat-
ing a protective film or coating inside the pipe. The 
GLWA, formerly DWSD, has used orthophosphate to 
control corrosion since 1996.

What are the major sources of lead exposure?
The most common cause of lead poisoning is from 
contaminated paint chips and dust. Lead was used 
in household paint until 1978 leaving lead contam-
ination in homes and surrounding soils. Leaded 
gasoline, used until the mid-1980s, has also contrib-
uted to increased lead levels in soil. Lead was used 
in drinking water service lines until 1950 in some 
areas and in household plumbing until 1986. Lead 
can leach from these pipes when corrosive water 
runs through them.

How does copper get into drinking water?
Like lead, copper can leach out of plumbing ma-
terials if corrosive water flows through the pipe. 
The protective film created by the addition of 
orthophosphates can also reduce the risk of copper 
leaching from pipes. 

Drinking water quality is important to our commu-
nity and the region. The City of St. Clair Shores and 
the Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) are com-
mitted to meeting state and federal water quality 
standards including the Lead and Copper Rule. With 
the Great Lakes as our water source and proven 
treatment technologies, the GLWA consistently 
delivers safe drinking water to our community. 
The City of St. Clair Shores operates the system of 
water mains that carry this water to your home’s 
service line. This year’s Water Quality Report high-
lights the performance of GLWA and the City of St. 
Clair Shores water professionals in delivering some 
of the nation’s best drinking water. Together, we 
remain committed to protecting public health and 
maintaining open communication with the public 
about our drinking water.

Safe drinking water is a shared responsibility. The 
water that the GLWA delivers to your community 
does not contain lead. Lead can leach into drink-
ing water through home plumbing fixtures, and 
in some cases, customer service lines. Corrosion 
control reduces the risk of lead and copper from 
leaching into your water. Orthophosphates are 
added during the treatment process as a corrosion 

control method to create a protective coating in 
service pipes throughout the system, including in 
your home or business. The City of St. Clair Shores 
performs required lead and copper sampling and 
testing in our community. Water consumers also 
have a responsibility to maintain the plumbing in 
their homes and businesses, and can take steps to 
limit their exposure to lead. 

The Water Department is required to test for lead 
and copper on a 3-year cycle.  The last regulated 
test was conducted in 2014 and therefore our next 
regulated sampling period will be in 2017.  How-
ever due to the very unfortunate circumstances in 
the City of Flint and the concerns expressed by our 
residents it was decided to do an additional test-
ing cycle in February 2016.  Below are the passing  
results.

The City of St. Clair Shores and the Great Lakes 
Water Authority are committed to safeguarding 
our Water supply and delivering the highest quality 
drinking water to protect public health. Please 
contact the Water Department at 445-5374 ext. 201 
with any questions or concerns about your water.

LEAD & COPPER QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

		  Health	 Action	 90th	 Number of
Regulated	 Test	 Goal	 Level	 Percentile	 Samples	 Violation
Contaminant	 Date	 MCLG	 (AL)	 Value*	 Over the AL	 Yes/No

Lead	 2016	 0	 15 ppb	 <2.0 ppb	 0	 No

Copper	 2016	 0	 1.3 ppm	 0.130 ppm	 0	 No
*The 90th percentile means 90% of the homes tested have Lead and Copper levels below the given 90th 
percentile value. If the 90th percentile value is above the AL, then additional   requirements must be met.

2016 Special Lead and Copper Monitoring at Customers Tap
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How does orthophosphate work to prevent 
lead and copper from leaching out of pipes?
Orthophosphate forms a protective layer on the 
inside of plumbing materials to prevent lead and 
other metals from dissolving in the water. This 
protective layer binds with internal metal sur-
faces of plumbing to prevent lead from leaching 
into the drinking water. Orthophosphate is a 
substance that is used in the food and beverage 
industry and is safe for human consumption. 
GLWA feeds a maintenance dose of 1.0 part 
per million (ppm) orthophosphate. This is the 
equivalent of four drops of orthophosphate in 55 
gallons of water.

How long has GLWA been implementing a 
corrosion control program? 
GLWA, formerly DWSD, began using orthophos-
phate to control corrosion in 1996. Orthophos-
phate is considered to provide the best level of 
corrosion control protection based upon a corro-
sion control study performed in the 1990’s.

How does GLWA determine the optimal 
amount of orthophosphate to add during 
treatment?
The optimal amount of orthophosphate was 
determined based on a detailed corrosion control 
study conducted in the 1990’s, which included a 
desktop study, a pipe loop study, pilot distribu-
tion system testing, which included water quality 
parameter testing. The Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality determined optimal water 
quality parameters that must be maintained to 
ensure optimum corrosion control will continue 
in the GLWA system.  A minimum of 7.0 pH must 
be maintained at the treatment tap with no more 
than 9 days in a 6-month period in non-compli-
ance. A minimum orthophosphate dosage of 
0.9 mg/L must be maintained at each of the five 
water plants on a daily basis, and an orthophos-
phate residual leaving the water plant should 
not fall below 0.8 mg/L for more than 9 days in a 
6-month period.

How frequently does my community test for 
lead and copper in the drinking water? 
Communities must follow the testing schedule 
established in the 1991 Lead and Copper Rule 
of the Safe Drinking Water Act. The frequency of 
testing is dependent on past compliance with 
the rule, and the number of samples required is 
dependent on the size of the community. Com-
munities that have successfully met the Lead and 
Copper Rule requirements are required to test 
every 3 years. If requirements have not been met, 
there are EPA guidelines that must be followed to 
re-establish compliance. We are subject to all rule 
changes.

How does my community select homes to test 
for lead and copper? 
Homes that are at the greatest risk of leaching 
lead and copper are targeted for the voluntary 
sampling program. This primarily includes single 
family homes with lead piping, lead service lines 
and/or copper piping installed with lead solder. 
Most communities send sampling kits to the 
same homes each testing period and send kits 
to more homes than required since the program 
is voluntary for residents asked to participate 
and not all residents choose to participate each 
sampling period.

Where can I find the most recent results for my 
community’s lead and copper testing?
Communities publish an annual Water Quality 
Report by July 1st of each year. This report con-
tains information about your drinking and source 
water, any monitored contaminants found in the 
drinking water over the past year, and if state and 
federal drinking water standards have been met. 
“Lead and Copper Monitoring at the Customers’ 

Tap” is one of the detected contaminant tables 
provided in the report. It is also important to note 
that the lead and copper results should provide 
a system-wide picture of lead and copper in the 
high risk homes tested in your community but 
do not reflect conditions in a specific household.  
The Water Quality Report can be found at  http://
www.scsmi.org. 

What is the 90th percentile of reported lead 
levels from sampling?
The purpose of lead and copper testing is to 
determine if the corrosion control program is 
effective. The 90th percentile of sampling result 
is used as the threshold to determine if there is a 
problem. To remain in compliance, 90% or more 
of the samples must be below the lead action 
level. This value is calculated by listing all sample 
results in order from lowest to highest and then 
selecting the result of the sample in the 90th 
percentile slot. For example, if there are 20 sam-
ples, it would be the value of the 18th highest 
samples.

What is the household action level for lead 
and what happens if it is exceeded?
If the contaminant concentration for the 90th 
percentile sample is above the action level of 
15.0 parts per billion (ppb) for lead and 1.3 parts 
per million (ppm) for copper, the community 
must inform the public about steps to protect 
their health. The community must replace lead 
service lines under their control until the lead 
level falls below the action level again. More fre-
quent monitoring and optimization of corrosion 
control treatment will also be required until Lead 
and Copper Rule requirements are met.

Do I need to test my water quality if I have a 
lead service line?
Testing is the only way to confirm if lead is pres-
ent in your drinking water. If effective corrosion 
control is in place and you are taking steps to 
maintain water quality in your home, this may 
provide you with confidence that your home 
does not have a lead problem. If you are con-
cerned, a lead test can cost between $10.00 and 
$75.00. A list of local certified drinking water 
laboratories who perform lead and copper test-
ing can be found at MDEQ (website)  http://www.
michigan.gov/deq

What should I do if I know I have a lead service 
line but my water quality results indicate lead 
levels are below the action level?
If you have a lead service line and analytical re-
sults of the water in your home reveal lead levels 
are below the action level, corrosion control 
treatment is effectively managing the risk of lead 
leaching into your water. You should continue to 
follow practices to minimize exposure to lead:
•	 Run your water for 3 to 5 minutes if it hasn’t 

been used for 6 hours or more. Household 
water usage activities such as showering, 
washing clothes and running the dishwater 
are effective methods for flushing the pipes.

•	 Always use cold water for drinking, cooking 
and preparing baby formula.

•	 Periodically remove and clean the faucet 
screen/aerator.

•	 Consider installing a filter on any tap water 
faucet used for drinking, cooking, brushing 
teeth, etc.

How can I tell if my plumbing fixtures have 
lead or lead solder in them? 
If your home was built before 1986, your home’s 
plumbing likely contains faucets and pipes with 
some lead content and lead solder. Brass and 
chrome-plated brass faucets and fittings contain 
some lead. 
Brass fixtures and copper pipes can be joined 
with lead solder. The Safe Drinking Water Act 

(SDWA) has reduced the maximum allowable 
lead content -- that is, content that is considered 
“lead-free” -- to be a weighted average of 0.25% 
calculated across the wetted surfaces of pipes, 
pipe fittings, plumbing fittings, and fixtures 
and 0.2% for solder and flux. There is no federal 
requirement for lead-free product testing or 
third party certification. However, consumers can 
increase their confidence level by purchasing 
products certified as meeting Safe Drinking Wa-
ter Act lead-free requirements. Information can 
be found at:  http://www.nsf.org/newsroom_pdf/
Lead_free_certification_marks.pdf

How do I determine what material my service 
line is made of? 
Service lines can be made of copper, lead or 
galvanized steel. Local construction practices and 
ordinances impacted the type of pipe material 
used in communities at specific times. In general, 
lead pipe was used less frequently during World 
War II and not used after 1950.
Two simple tests can be performed using a 
screwdriver and magnet to help determine which 
material was used in your service line. Locate 
where the service line comes into your house. 
This should be near your main water shutoff 
valve and water meter. Use the flat edge of a 
screwdriver to scratch through any corrosion that 
may have built up on the outside of the pipe. If 
the scraped area is:
•	 Shiny, silver in color, and looks like a nickel, it 

is made of lead. The magnet will not stick to 
lead.

•	 Copper in color and looks like a penny, it is 
made of copper. The magnet will not stick to a 
copper pipe.

•	 Dull gray in color and the magnet sticks to the 
surface, it is galvanized steel.

If corrosion control is working, how can there 
still be higher levels of lead in the first draw 
sample in the morning, after water has sat in 
the pipe? 
Orthophosphate treatment is meant to reduce 
the amount of lead in your drinking water by 
forming a passivating layer. It does not remove 
lead from the water but binds with the lead 
plumbing material, reducing the amount of lead 
dissolved in the water. The longer water is in con-
tact with lead plumbing materials the more likely 
lead will become dissolved in the water.

Lead Pipe

Galvanized Steel Pipe

Copper Pipe

Plastic Pipe



 Collection and sampling result information in the table provided by Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) Water Quality Division, ML Semegen.

HOW  
TO READ 

THESE TABLES  
 The tables on the next few pages show 
the  results of our water quality tests. 
Every regulated contaminant we detected 
in the water, even in the smallest traces, is 
listed here. None of the tests performed 
indicate contaminant levels above allow-
able limits. The tables contain the name of 
each substance, the highest level allowed 
by regulation (MCL), the ideal goals for 
public health (MCLG), the amount detect-
ed, and the usual sources of such contam-
ination.

The tables do not list hundreds of contam-
inants we tested for, but did not detect.

The City of St. Clair Shores is proud of our 
historical relationship to Lake St. Clair 
and supports eff orts to not only protect 
the source of our drinking water, but also 
recognize our stewardship of one of the 
world’s greatest supplies of fresh water. 
Participation in City Council meetings - 
typically held on the fi rst and third Mon-
days of each month at 7:00 pm at City Hall 
- is an excellent opportunity for commu-
nity involvement in matters that address 
drinking water quality and storm, sanitary 
and lake water issues.

If you have any questions regarding this 
report or would like further informa-
tion, contact the Water Department at 
586.445.5374. Our offi  ces are located at 
19600 Pleasant Avenue, St. Clair Shores, MI 
48080. 

KEY TO DETECTED CONTAMINANTS TABLES  

Symbol Abbreviati on Defi niti on/Explanati on

> Greater than

AL Acti on Level The concentrati on of a contaminant, which, if 
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements 
which a water system must follow.

HAA5 Haloaceti c Acids HAA5 is the total of bromoaceti c, chloroaceti c, 
dibromoaceti c, dichloroaceti c, and trichloroaceti c 
acids. Compliance is based on the total.

LRAA Locati onal Running Annual 
Average

MCL Maximum Contaminant 
Level

The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in 
drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as 
feasible using the best available treatment technology.

MCLG Maximum Contaminant 
Level Goal

The level of contaminant in drinking water below 
which there is no known or expected risk to health.

MRDL Maximum Residual 
Disinfectant Level

The highest level of disinfectant allowed in drinking 
water.  There is convincing evidence that additi on of 
a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial 
contaminants.

MRDLG Maximum Residual 
Disinfectant Level Goal

The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which 
there is no known or expected risk to health.  MRLDG’s 
do not refl ect the benefi ts of the use of disinfectants 
to control microbial contaminants.

n/a not applicable

ND Not Detected

NTU Nephelometric Turbidity 
Units

Measures the cloudiness of water.

pCi/L Picocuries Per Liter A measure of radioacti vity

ppb Parts Per Billion (one in one 
billion)

The ppb is equivalent to micrograms per liter.
A microgram = 1/1000 milligram.

ppm Parts Per Million (one in 
one million)

The ppm is equivalent to milligrams per liter.
A milligram = 1/1000 gram.

RAA Running Annual Average

TT Treatment Technique A required process intended to reduce the level of a 
contaminant in drinking water.

TTHM Total Trihalomethanes Total Trihalomethanes is the sum of chloroform, 
bromodichloromethane, dibromoochloromethane and 
bromoform. Compliance is based on the total.

μmhos Micromhos Measure of electrical conductance of water

°C Celsius A scale of temperature in which water freezes at 0° 
and boils at 100° under standard conditi ons.



The results represent a combination of the connection point and the distribution system sample points as required.

2015 REGULATED
DETECTED CONTAMINANTS TABLES

The results represent a combination of contaminants reported by the Northeast and the Lake Huron treatment plants.

Regulated
Contaminant

Test
Date Unit Health Goal

MCLG
Allowed Level 

MCL
Highest

Level Detected
Range of 

Detection
Violation

yes/no Major Sources in Drinking Water

 Inorganic Chemicals – Monitoring at Plant Finished Water Tap

Fluoride 5/11/2015 ppm 4 4 0.46 n/a No
Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive, 
which promotes strong teeth; Discharge 
from fertilizer and aluminum factories.

Nitrate 5/11/2015 ppm 10 10 0.30 n/a No Runoff  from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic 
tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural deposits

 Disinfection By-Products – Monitoring in Distribution System Stage 2 Disinfection By-Products

Regulated
Contaminant

Test
Date Unit Health Goal

MCLG
Allowed Level 

MCL
Highest

LRAA
Range of 

Detection
Violation

yes/no Major Sources in Drinking Water

Total Trihalomethanes 
(TTHM) 2015 ppb n/a 80 28.5 10.8 - 28.5 No By-product of drinking water chlorination

Haloacetic Acids 
(HAA5) 2015 ppb n/a 60 19 6 - 19 No By-product of drinking water disinfection

 Disinfectant Residual – Monitoring in Distribution System by Treatment Plant

Regulated
Contaminant Test Date Unit Health Goal 

MRDGL
Allowed Level 

MRDL
Highest

RAA
Range of 

Detection
Violation 

yes/no Major Sources in Drinking Water

Total Chlorine 
Residual Jan-Dec 2015 ppm 4 4 0.82 0.65-0.91 No Water additive used to control microbes

 2015 Turbidity – Monitored every 4 hours at Plant Finished Water Tap

Highest Single Measurement Cannot exceed 1 NTU Lowest Monthly % of Samples Meeting Turbidity Limit of 0.3 NTU (minimum 95%) Violation
yes/no Major Sources in Drinking Water

0.2 NTU 100% No Soil Runoff 

Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of water.  We monitor it because it is a good indicator of the eff ectiveness of our fi ltration system

 2015 Microbiological Contaminants – Monthly Monitoring in Distribution System

Regulated
Contaminant MCLG MCL Highest Number 

Detected
Violation

yes/no Major Sources in Drinking Water

Total Coliform Bacteria 0 Presence of Coliform bacteria > 5% of monthly samples. 0 No Naturally present in the environment.

E.coli Bacteria 0 A routine sample and a repeat sample are total coli-
form positive, and one is also fecal or E.coli positive. 0 No Human waste and animal fecal waste.

Regulated
Contaminant Test Date Unit Health Goal MCLG Allowed Level MCL Level Detected Violation

yes/no Major Sources in Drinking Water

Combined Radium 
Radium 226 and 228 5/13/2014 pCi/L 0 5 0.86 + or - 0.55 No Erosion of natural deposits

Regulated Contaminant Treatment Technique Typical Source of Contaminant

Total Organic Carbon (ppm)
The Total Organic Carbon (TOC) removal ratio is calculated as the ratio between the actual TOC 
removal and the TOC removal requirements.  The TOC was measured each month and because the 
level was low, there is no requirement for TOC removal.

Erosion of natural deposits

 City of St. Clair Shores Water Department - Lead and Copper Results (2014 Regulated Sampling)

Contaminant MCLG MCL Level Detected Source of Contamination

Sodium (ppm) n/a n/a 4.96 Erosion of natural deposits

 2015 Special Monitoring

Collection and sampling result information in the table provided by Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) Water Quality Division, ML Semegen.

 2014 Lead and Copper Monitoring at Customers’ Tap

Regulated 
Contaminant Test Date Unit Health Goal 

MCLG
Action Level 

AL

90th
Percentile 

Value*

Number of 
Samples Over 

AL

Violation
yes/no Major Sources in Drinking Water

Lead 2014 ppb 0 15 0 ppb 0 No Corrosion of household plumbing system; Erosion of natural deposits.

Copper 2014 ppm 1.3 1.3 0.068 ppm 0 No Corrosion of household plumbing system; Erosion of natural deposits; 
Leaching from wood preservatives.

*The 90th percentile value means 90 percent of the homes tested have lead and copper levels below the given 90th percentile value.  If the 90th percentile value is above the AL additional requirements must be met.  

 City of St. Clair Shores Water Department – Unregulated Contaminants (2015 Special Monitoring)
 Unregulated contaminants are those for which the EPA has not established drinking water standards.  Monitoring helps EPA to determine where these contaminants occur and whether it needs to regulate
 those contaminants.  Below is the report of unregulated contaminants detected during quarterly sampling and analysis performed during 2015.

Unregulated Contaminant Test Date Units Average Level
Detected Range of Detection Use or Environmental Source

Strontium Feb May Aug Nov 
2015

ppb 103.58 97-107 Naturally-occurring element; historical commercial use has been in the 
faceplate glass of cathode-ray tube televisions to block x-ray emissions

Vanadium Feb May Aug Nov 
2015

ppb 0.396 <0.2-0.58 Naturally-occurring elemental metal; used as a vanadium pentoxide 
which is a chemical intermediate and a catalyst

Chromium-6 Feb May Aug Nov 
2015

ppb 0.152 0.12-0.24 Naturally-occurring element; used in making steel and other alloys; used 
for chrome plating, dyes, and pigments, leather tanning, wood preservation

Chromium (Total) Feb May Aug Nov 
2015

ppb 0.33 <0.2-0.48 Naturally-occurring element; used in making steel and other alloys; used for 
chrome plating, dyes, and pigments, leather tanning, wood preservation



FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
Who do I contact to have my water 
turned on?
Contact the Water Billing Offi  ce at
586.447.3317.

How long will my water be turned off  
if the City needs to repair a water main 
break?
It’s not possible to predict how long the 
water will be turned off  in order to repair a 
water main break. It depends on the indi-
vidual circumstances, but be assured that 
the crews will not leave the site until the 
repair is complete and the water is back 
on.

My property was damaged by a water 
main break repair. When will it be 
restored?
The City tries to restore areas damaged 
by water main break repairs in the early 
spring, as soon as the weather conditions 
permit.

Why is the water pressure low in one 
area of my home? 
Check your faucets and shower heads. 
Generally low water pressure is an indi-
cation that they are clogged by mineral 
deposits inside the aerators or screens. 
Remove and clean these areas to alleviate 
the problem.

What are the white particles in the 
water?
White particles in the water are usually 
caused by the hot water heater “ dip tube.” 
These tubes are constructed of PVC and 
tend to break down over time causing par-
ticles to become evident in aerators and 
screens.

Why is there another water main 
break in front of my home?
Due to the age of our water system, occa-
sionally a water main will break again even 
though it has been repaired and property 
restored previously.

Why is the water cloudy?
Water appears cloudy from oxygen in 
the water. As the air dissipates, the water 
clears.

 WHAT ARE CROSS CONNECTIONS?
A cross connection is arrangement of piping 
which could allow undesirable water, sewage, or 
chemical solutions to enter your drinking (pota-
ble) water system as a result  of backfl ow. Cross 
connections with potable piping systems have 
resulted in numerous cases of illness and even 
death.

Historically, cross connections have been one 
of the most serious public health threats to a 
drinking water supply system, and many times 
are present in a residential water system.

Cross connections with potable piping systems 
are prohibited by state plumbing codes. Addi-
tionally, Michigan water utilities are required to 
have a cross connection control inspection pro-
gram of their water customers to eliminate and 
prevent cross connections. Common commercial 
and industrial users posing a public health threat 
include:  
• industries with private wells;
• industries with chemically treated boilers;
• plating operations, chemical processing plants; 

• funeral home, mortuaries;
• marina facilities;
• hospitals, nursing homes;
• research laboratories;
• car washes, laundromats, and
• school facilities. 

Most utilities have made inspections of these 
facilities and have had corrective actions taken 
where necessary. However, due to a lack of staff  
and resources, many utilities cannot eff ectively 
carry a residential cross connection inspection 
program. Consequently, residential water users 
could remain a potential health threat to the 
public water supply system and to other system 
customers.

The City uses the services of H2O Compliance 
Services, Inc. to monitor our cross connection 
program. They test the backfl ow devices of our 
commercial accounts and provide the business 
owners with the latest information from the DEQ. 
They can be contacted at 866.328.7727 

 What hazards threaten the homeowner?
 Many common household uses for water pose a 
public health threat to potable water supply sys-
tem whether the home is supplied by municipal 
water or by a private well. Principal areas of water 
use in the home that pose a threat due to cross 
connections are:

• a hose connection to a chemical solution   
 aspirator to feed lawn/shrub herbicides,   
 pesticides and fertilizers;
• lawn irrigation systems;
• chemically treated heating systems;
• water softeners;

• hose connections to a water outlet or   
 laundry tub;

• swimming pools;
• solar heating systems;
• private non-potable water supplies;

• non-code (siphonable) ball cock assemblies
 in toilets, and

• water-operated sump drain devices.

The list of potential cross connection hazards is 
by no means complete. A private residence that 
has one or two of these situations is seriously 
jeopardizing its own potable water system and 
that of the community if it is served by a public 
water supply system.

What can be done?
 Homeowners as well as plant managers, business 
persons, administrators and school offi  cials all 
must share the responsibility to protect pota-
ble water piping systems from contamination 
through cross connections. Each should contact 
either the City or the Macomb County Health De-
partment for assistance in locating and correct-
ing cross connection hazards. In many instances 
involving residential cross connections, the 
installation of a hose bib (faucet) vacuum breaker 
can prevent backsiphonage of contaminants and 
provide adequate protection of the homeown-
er’s water system and consequently, the utility’s 
water system.

This means equipping each outside hose con-
nection and hose connections in the basement 
and laundry room with a simple and inexpensive 

vacuum breaker. These devices can be obtained 
from hardware stores or plumbing supply shops 
for about $10 each. In other instances, more elab-
orate protective devices may be necessary. For 
those situations, assistance in determining what 
device is appropriate may be needed.

Questions concerning cross connection control 
and backfl ow prevention may be directed to the:

• Michigan Department of Environmental   
 Quality (MDEQ) Resource Management   
 Division 517.241.1242

• Michigan Department of Licensing and   
 Regulatory Aff airs. Bureau of Construction   
 Codes Plumbing Division 517.241.9330.

19600 PLEASANT AVE. • ST. CLAIR SHORES • MICHIGAN • 586.445.5374



INSIDE        OUR CITY
If the freedom of speech is taken away, then dumb and silent we 
may be led, like sheep to the slaughter. (George Washington)

Independence Day is almost here, and as usual, I like to take time 
to refl ect on what independence means. Depending on what 
context you are considering, independence can have slightly dif-
ferent meanings. As a father of three rapidly maturing children, 
independence takes a bittersweet quality. The idea of my chil-
dren moving on to college is somewhat sad. My wife and I have 
worked to instill our values in our children, and we are confi dent 
that when the time comes, they will be responsible adults. 

When I think of independence as my own freedom, I am happy to 
be a citizen of the United States, with the freedom to come and 
go wherever and whenever I choose. Sometimes, because we are 
so accustomed to living in a free society, we fail to recognize how 
big a deal our freedom is. The old saying is, “you don’t know what 
you’ve got till it’s gone”…

I really appreciate the ideals America was founded on. It is good to live where I can worship God in the 
way that I choose, if I so choose. It is hard to imagine that religion is outlawed in some places, but that is 
reality in other places in the world. I am so glad to live in a country where we have the right to disagree. 
I cannot fathom what it would be like to live in fear of the government, in fear of disagreeing, and being 
punished for it…but that is a sad fact in some parts of the world.

Truthfully, I think of all the freedoms we cherish, the most precious just might be the right to free speech. 
The right to disagree is really at the heart of the American system of government. At the time that those 
56 men signed their names to the Declaration of Independence, it was treason to disagree with the King. 
They risked nothing short of their lives in signing that document, and to say it was a brave thing to do 
is a colossal understatement! These men who we call the “founding fathers” were willing to lose all their 
worldly goods and even their lives to gain the right to disagree with the government.

As your Mayor, I don’t expect everyone to agree with everything I say or do. I expect residents to come 
and address Council without any fear of “retribution”. Not only is it the right of citizens to do so, I would 
suggest that it is our duty. Government must be watched carefully!

It is my hope that today we cherish the right we have as residents to be heard by our government, even 
if (and when!) we disagree with what is going on in that government. In my opinion, that is the least we 
can do as Americans.

I believe in Woodward Wilson’s words: The history of liberty is a history of limitations of governmental     
power, not the increase of it. 

If you have any comments or concerns, please email me at walby@scsmi.net or call me directly at                        
445-3983.

Like most young men and women back in 
1975, I did not yet know what I wanted to do 
in life. After going to school and earning pay-
checks in various jobs, I happened into the 
building and construction trades as a brick-
layer, then pursued a career in the ceramic tile 
industry. 

Today, there is a much easier way to fi nd a ca-
reer in the trades. This is especially true if you 
enjoy working with your hands. However, for 
those who are still are unsure about your fu-
ture career plans, know that you will fi nd your 
niche as there are a variety of options avail-
able. In the building and construction trades 
alone, there are positions including: brick-
layers, carpenters, millwrights, iron workers, 
laborers, plumbers, pipe fi tters, sheet metal 
workers, tile setters, painters, glazers, among 
many others- take your pick! An easy way to 
search for careers is to open your computer 
and go to www.mustonline.org click on the 
“Careers” tab.

I truly believe one of the best ways to fi nd a 
career is to attend a job fair. Events are com-
monly hosted at your local high school and 
community colleges. This allows for one-on-
one discussions with people who work in a 
fi eld that interests you.

Although the requirements vary by position, 
generally, all you will need to apply is a high-
school diploma or GED, be at least 18 years 
old, and have a positive attitude and strong 
work ethic. 

Upon acceptance your education and training 
will begin. You have to start somewhere and 
this is a great place to start. Your wages and 
benefi ts begin right away, and increase with 
experience. This is mostly hands-on learning, 
with constant guidance to ensure the proper 
direction and safety is provided. 

The Length of apprenticeships vary from three 
to fi ve years so will wages from starting pay 
from $ 13.00 to $18.00 dollars per-hour plus 
benefi ts . Generally raise would be every six 
months with 750 hours of hands on training 
in the fi eld. Journeyman hourly pay would be 
from $30.00 to $45.00 depending on the trade 
you decide to start your career in. 

Make the call and start your career with the 
building and construction trades. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to give me a call 
at  335-1846 or email me at accicap@scsmi.net 
and I will do my best to help you out. 

C O U N C I L
C O N N E C T I O N

If the freedom of speech is taken away, then dumb and silent we 
may be led, like sheep to the slaughter. 

Independence Day is almost here, and as usual, I like to take time 
to refl ect on what independence means. Depending on what 
context you are considering, independence can have slightly dif-
ferent meanings. As a father of three rapidly maturing children, 
independence takes a bittersweet quality. The idea of my chil-
dren moving on to college is somewhat sad. My wife and I have 
worked to instill our values in our children, and we are confi dent 
that when the time comes, they will be responsible adults. 

When I think of independence as my own freedom, I am happy to 
be a citizen of the United States, with the freedom to come and 
go wherever and whenever I choose. Sometimes, because we are 
so accustomed to living in a free society, we fail to recognize how 
big a deal our freedom is. The old saying is, “you don’t know what 
you’ve got till it’s gone”…

Mayor Kip C. Walby

Council Member
Peter A. Accica

You’re invited…
CONEY FOR KIDS NIGHT! 
Proceeds to benefi t the Special Needs Playground Program
Thursday, July 21 • 4 - 9 PM • Veterans Memorial Park
Adult Tickets: $10 • Children 12 & Under: $5
Tickets available at Parks & Recreation • 20000 Stephens
Call 445-5350 for more information.

Sponsored by: Christian Financial,
Fred Maloof, National Coney Island,
                     SCS Activities Committee.   
                                           SCS Parks & Rec



KYTE MONROE LOT IS GOING GREEN...
by Amanda Oparka
Watershed PLanner for the 
Clinton River Watershed 
Council.

You may have noticed some 
changes at Kyte Monroe Park. 
Thanks to the City of St. Clair 
Shores, who received a federal 
grant from the Great Lakes Res-
toration Initiative, you will see 
some changes that will help 
improve the park and the 
quality of the stormwater run-
off water entering the lake. 

When it rains, stormwater is 
the run off from our roof tops, 
roads, parking lots, sidewalks 
and lawns. Stormwater flows 
into storm drains which flow 
directly into the nearest 
rivers, lakes and streams.  
Stormwater runoff is NOT 
just rainwater. As stormwater 
flows across these impervious 
surfaces, it picks up any pollut-
ants that have been left there. 
For example on your driveway, 
there may be an oil leak from 
your car you did not know 
about. Stormwater runoff will 
carry that oil—or animal waste, 
fertilizer, trash, etc.—into storm 
drains, which then discharge 
the polluted water into the lake.

Green infrastructure uses 
vegetation, soils, and natural 
processes—filtration & absorp-
tion—to manage stormwater 
and create healthier urban 
environments. The Green Infra-
structure (pervious pavement 
and bioswales) will capture and 
treat the runoff, and promote 
its infiltration prior to discharge 
from the site.

Previous to the project, storm-
water runoff from the park 
discharged into a storm drain 
located along the south edge 
of the gravel parking lot.The 
project includes reconstruction 
of the parking lot. A portion 

of the lot will be paved with 
asphalt and will slope toward 
the perimeter of the lot that will 
have pervious (porous) pavers.
pavers give the appearance of 
a hard surface however they al-
low water to pass through them 
and absorb into the ground. 
This allows for treatment of the 
water before it enters the lake.

The picture below and the pic-

ture to the right show bioswales 
being installed. Bioswales will 
be located along three sides of 
the parking lot to catch more 
runoff from the parking lot.
Bioswales are channels that 
have been designed to provide 
treatment and retention as they 
move stormwater from one 
place to another. Vegetated 
swales slow, infiltrate, and filter 
stormwater flows. You may also 
see them designed with rocks 
or gravel. As linear features, 
vegetated swales are particu-
larly suitable along streets and 
parking lots.

All these components discussed 

are being incorporated in the 
new parking lot at Kyte Mon-
roe and will be completed this 
summer.

For further information on 
green infrastructure and what 
you can do to protect water 
quality in Lake St. Clair, please 
contact the Clinton River Water-
shed Council at 248-601-0606 or 
visit our website at CRWC.org.

EPA Begins Review of Ten-Mile Drain Superfund Site
St. Clair Shores, Michigan

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is conducting a five-year review of the Ten-
Mile Drain Superfund site, in and around the intersection of Bon Brae Street and 
Harper Avenue in St. Clair Shores. The Superfund law requires regular checkups 
of sites that have been cleaned up – with waste managed onsite – to make sure 
the cleanup continues to protect people and the environment. This is the first 
five-year review of this site. EPA’s cleanup of contamination at the site included 
monitoring and sampling behind 17 weirs (mini-dams) and sediment traps placed 
at drain outlets, absorbent snares placed in the drain to soak up oil and discour-
age movement of the contamination, and PCB-contaminated sediment (mud) and 
oil caught behind the weirs were removed and properly disposed of. More infor-
mation is available at the St. Clair Shores Public Library, 22500 Eleven Mile Road, 
and at: www.epa.gov/superfund/ten-mile-drain. The review should be completed 
by April 2017. The five-year review is an opportunity for you to tell EPA about site 
conditions and any concerns you have. Contact: 

Colleen Moynihan	 Heriberto León 
Remedial Project Manager	 Community Involvement Coordinator 
312-353-8196	 312-886-6163 
moynihan.colleen@epa.gov	 leon.heriberto@epa.gov
You may also call EPA toll-free at 800-621-8431, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., week-
days.

Previous  (porous) pavement

Rain water pass through the 

pavement and is absorbed 

into the ground.

St. Clair Shores
Directory

27600 Jefferson Circle Dr.
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081-2093

            CITY HALL HOURS
          Monday - Friday

             8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
St. Clair Shores Web Site
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Michael E. Smith
City Manager

smithm@scsmi.net • 447-3311
Municipal Telephone Directory

Direct Dial Numbers

Assessing......................................  447-3355
City Clerk......................................  447-3303
City Manager...............................  447-3311
Code Enforcement....................  447-3336
Communications Dept.............447-3414
Community Devel.....................  447-3340
D.P.W. Complex............................445-5363
Finance...........................................447-3324
Fire Department.........................445-5380
40th District Court.....................445-5280
Golf Course...................................294-2000
Housing-Leisure Manor.......... ..773-9200
Library............................................771-9020
Parks & Recreation.....................445-5350
Police Department.....................445-5300
Senior Activities Center............445-0996
Tax & Water Bills.........................  447-3317
EMERGENCY..................................911
NON-Emergency.................777-6700

For Garbage Complaints:
Rizzo Environmental Services

866-772-8900

City Council Contact Info:
Mayor Kip C. Walby
walby@scsmi.net • 445-3983

Mayor Pro-Tem John D. Caron
caronj@scsmi.net • 777-0611

Council Member Peter A. Accica
accicap@scsmi.net • 335-1864

Council Member Ronald J. Frederick
rfrederick@scsmi.net • 776-9880

Council Member Peter A. Rubino
rubinop@scsmi.net • 770-2695

Council Member Candice B. Rusie
rusiec@scsmi.net • 612-3098 

Council Member Chris M. Vitale
vitalec@scsmi.net • 801-4732

I n s i d e  S t .  C l a i r  S h o r e s
is a community newsletter published by 
the City of St. Clair Shores eight to ten 
times per year. It serves to educate and 
inform the residents and businesses in the 
City about issues, regulations, activities, 
and persons who have an impact on the 
quality of life in our community.
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Michael E. Smith
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Mary Jane D’Herde

Communications Director

We welcome your comments about the 
content of this publication. Contact the 
Communications Department, 27600 
Jefferson Circle Dr., St. Clair Shores, MI 
48081 or call 447-3414 or email at 
maryjane@scsmi.net.


