
NPL Site Narrative for Reilly Tar &
Chemical Corp. (Indianapolis Plant)
 

REILLY TAR & CHEMICAL CORP. (INDIANAPOLIS PLANT)
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Conditions at listing (September 1983): The Reilly Tar & Chemical Corp. Site covers about 125 acres in
a densely populated residential and industrial part of Indianapolis, Indiana. Between the 1920s and 1972,
the company operated, on the south portion of the site, a coal-tar refining and wood-treatment facility using
creosote. On-site are a trench, landfill, and lagoons used to dispose of wastes containing pyridine, a toxic
organic chemical. Citizens have complained frequently of headaches, general ill health, and increased
cancer and birth defects. Ground water is contaminated with pyridine, according to analyses conducted by
EPA. About 5,200 residents within 3 miles of the site use ground water for drinking.
 
Status (June 1984): EPA has prepared a work plan for a remedial investigation/feasibility study to
determine the type and extent of contamination at the site and identify alternatives for remedial action.
 
For more information about the hazardous substances identified in this narrative summary, including
general information regarding the effects of exposure to these substances on human health, please see
the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) ToxFAQs. ATSDR ToxFAQs can be
found on the Internet at ATSDR - ToxFAQs  (http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/index.asp) or by telephone
at 1-888-42-ATSDR or 1-888-422-8737.
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