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 SUPERFUND OVERVIEW: 
 

In order to participate in or follow the Superfund process as it unfolds in your com-

munity, it is  important to know what Superfund is and how it works.  The following 

information was taken from EPA’s website.  Underlined terms in this CIP provide 

links to more detailed information.  Open links by clicking on them while holding 

down the ‘Ctrl’ button.  If you are reading a paper copy of this CIP, EPA’s Super-

fund website holds the same information, and more.  It can be found by typing 

the following address into any internet browser: http://www.epa.gov/superfund/  

Additional web resources are provided in Appendix G.   

Basic Information  

What is Superfund? 
The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Superfund program, created in 1980 

under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 

Act (CERCLA) and amended in 1986 by the Superfund Amendments and Reau-

thorization Act (SARA), is responsible for cleaning up some of the nation’s most 

contaminated land and responding to environmental emergencies, oil spills and 

natural disasters. To protect public health and the environment, the Superfund 

program focuses on making a visible and lasting difference in communities, ensur-

ing that people can live and work in healthy, vibrant places.  

The Superfund cleanup process is complex and involves many steps. The Super-

fund Site Assessment program determines if sites pose urgent risks needing imme-

diate, short-term actions that should be taken by EPA’s Superfund Removal Pro-

gram or if sites pose less critical risks and should be placed on the National Priori-

ties List (NPL). Some sites require no further action or may be referred to state 

agencies, but sites placed on the NPL, like the BoRit Asbestos Site, undergo exten-

sive investigation before appropriate cleanup plans can be determined and im-

plemented. This long-term process is conducted by EPA’s Superfund Remedial 

Program. However, even during Remedial Program activities, the Removal Pro-

gram can take immediate actions at any time, if needed or beneficial. While in-

vestigating or addressing sites, EPA may also take actions to enlist or enforce the 

cooperation of those who may have contributed to site contamination or to re-

cover costs from them. These parties are called Potentially Responsible Parties 

(PRPs). EPA also partners with the states and takes steps to keep affected com-

munity members involved. It is important that community members know that EPA 

will work to ensure that cleanup actions are conducted safely and provide long-

term protection of human health and the environment. 

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/
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Significant Components of 

the Superfund Remedial Process 

 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT/SITE INVESTIGATION 

(SITE DISCOVERY AND SITE EVALUATION)  

This stage includes a review of historical information and includes visiting a site to 

evaluate the potential for a release of hazardous substances. EPA’s Site 

Assessment program determines if the site poses a threat to people and the 

environment and whether hazards need to be addressed immediately or 

additional site information will be collected.  

 

NATIONAL PRIORITIES LIST (NPL) SITE LISTING  

The NPL is primarily an information resource that identifies sites that warrant 

cleanup. It is a list of the worst hazardous waste sites identified by Superfund. The 

list is largely based on the score a site receives from the Hazard Ranking System.  

 

REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION AND FEASIBILITY STUDY  

This stage involves an evaluation of the nature and extent of contamination at a 

site and assessing potential threats to human health and the environment. This 

stage of the process also includes evaluation of the potential performance and 

cost of the treatment options identified for a site.  
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RECORD OF DECISION  

Leading up to the issuance of the Record of Decision (ROD), the EPA 

recommends a preferred remedy and presents the cleanup plan in a document 

called a Proposed Plan for public comment. Following the public comment 

period, the EPA issues a final remedy selection in a Record of Decision.  

 

REMEDIAL DESIGN AND REMEDIAL ACTION  

Detailed cleanup plans are developed and implemented during this stage. 

Remedial design includes development of engineering drawings and 

specifications for a site cleanup. Remedial action follows design, and involves the 

actual construction or implementation phase of site cleanup.  

 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE  

After EPA determines that the physical construction at a site is complete, activities 

are put in place to ensure that the cleanup actions will protect human health 

and the environment over the long-term. For example, these activities may 

include routine maintenance at the site, such as making sure signs and fences 

are intact, ensuring treatment systems are running smoothly, and enforcing any 

long term site restrictions.  

 

NATIONAL PRIORITIES LIST DELETION  

Once cleanup goals have been achieved and sites are fully protective of human 

health and the environment, EPA deletes them from the NPL.  

 

REUSE  

EPA's goal is to make sure site cleanup is consistent with the likely future use of a 

site. Consideration of reuse and redevelopment at a site can occur at any point 

in the Superfund cleanup process, from site investigation activities to deletion 

from the NPL. EPA works with communities to make sure sites or portions of sites 

are used safely and in a beneficial way for the community.  
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 COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN SUPERFUND 

Community Involvement is the process of engaging in dialogue and collaborating 

with community members, in order to advocate and strengthen early and mean-

ingful community participation during Superfund cleanups. CERCLA and SARA es-

tablish Community Involvement in Superfund and the National Oil and Hazardous 

Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (National Contingency Plan, or NCP) de-

scribes EPA’s process.  

The foundation of Superfund’s Community Involvement program is the belief that 

the members of the community affected by a Superfund site have the right to be 

informed and involved in EPA’s decision-making process. The primary objective is 

to not only enable, but to encourage, the members of an affected community to 

get involved and participate in the Superfund process. EPA’s goal is to provide 

accurate, timely, accessible, and understandable site-specific information to the 

public. The Community Involvement program strives to maintain a consistent 

community presence, build relationships with the community and local stakehold-

ers, as well as local, state, and other federal government agencies. 

For more information, please see A Community Guide to EPA’s Superfund Pro-

gram. If you have questions about this document, the site, or the Superfund pro-

cess, please contact the Community Involvement Coordinator (CIC) for the site.  

This information can be found in Appendix A.  
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THE SITE: USE AND REGULATORY HISTORY 

Site History  

The BoRit Asbestos Site was used, from the early 1900s to the late 1960s, to dispose 

of asbestos-containing material (ACM) that came from a nearby asbestos 

products manufacturing plant.  The site is divided into three parcels: An asbestos 

waste pile, a reservoir, and a closed park. 

The asbestos waste pile, approximately 25-

feet high, is on a six-acre piece of land 

owned by Kane-Core, Inc. The waste pile 

covers approximately two-and-a-half acres. 

The Reservoir is owned by the Wissahickon 

Waterfowl Preserve. The berm (walls) of the 

Reservoir is believed to be constructed of 

asbestos shingles, millboard and soil. 

Asbestos product waste, such as piping and 

tiles, was visible surrounding the Reservoir 

and the stream banks.  A closed, 11-acre 

park parcel is owned by Whitpain Township. 

This former disposal area was filled with 

asbestos wastes and eventually used as a park and playground. In the mid-1980s, 

the park was closed and fenced due to asbestos contamination. The BoRit site 

was added to the EPA's National Priorities List of the most hazardous waste sites on 

April 9, 2009, making it eligible for cleanup using federal Superfund program 

funding. EPA retains the right to pursue responsible parties for reimbursement of 

funds at all Superfund sites. The site is on the National Priorities List for cleanup 

because the nearby residential population could potentially be exposed to 

Aerial View from the 1930s of the former Keasbey and 

Mattison manufacturing facilities and waste disposal areas. 
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airborne asbestos and to asbestos contamination in and along Tannery Run, Rose 

Valley Creek and the Wissahickon Creek. 

Regulatory History 

 In November 2009, EPA began a Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/

FS) to study the nature and extent of contamination, health risks, and potential 

cleanup options. 

 The first phase of Remedial Investigation started with field work, which 

included collecting surface water, sediment, soil, and waste samples.  This field 

work started in the fall of 2009 and was completed in the winter of 2010. EPA 

sampled the pile, the reservoir, the park and the three creeks (Rose Valley 

Creek, Tannery Run, and Wissahickon Creek) that flow through the Site. 

 Various contaminants, including asbestos, were detected at the Site.  A 

second sampling program (Phase II) began in October, 2010 and concluded 

in the summer 2011.  EPA collected ambient air data throughout the 

community over a one-year period. EPA installed and sampled six 

groundwater monitoring wells. Additional soil samples were collected from on-

site and off-site locations.  Activity-based sampling (ABS), the process of 

collecting air  samples from the breathing zone of field technicians engaged 

in realistic activities                    (e.g., raking, mowing,) that may disturb 

asbestos-contaminated sources, was conducted in the summer of 2011.  Air 

sampling data demonstrated that there is no unacceptable risk from airborne 

asbestos in the surrounding community. 

 EPA worked to remove the potential risks from asbestos contamination at the 

BoRit Site, by covering all asbestos-containing materials throughout the site.  

The site consists of a six-acre parcel containing a 2.5-acre by 25-foot asbestos 

waste pile, a 15-acre parcel with an 11-acre pond (also known as the 

reservoir), and an 11-acre former park area. Three water bodies run either 

through or alongside the park. 

Activity Based Sampling – Raking Scenario Activity Based Sampling – Mowing Scenario. 
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 EPA completed stream bank stabilization on the following: The Wissahickon 

Creek, which runs along the perimeter of all parcels included in the site; the 

Tannery Run Creek, which runs alongside the pile parcel; and the Rose Valley 

Creek, which runs into Wissahickon Creek  between the Reservoir and Park 

parcels.  Storm damage to the Rose Valley Creek stream bank stabilization 

measures, which was caused by extreme weather events in 2011, was                 

repaired and streambeds and the base of the cap were fortified. 

 

 EPA has completed the cover on the Pile which includes a liner, clean fill, and 

vegetation. EPA is completing the cover for the Park, which is the same as the 

Pile design. Completion of the Park cover was delayed while EPA focused on 

covering the asbestos-containing materials along the inside banks and bottom 

of the Reservoir. 

Geotextile fabric is laid on berm before clean material 

is placed.  
Contractors continue to dewater the reservoir.  

10-20-2015: View of the Wissahickon Waterfowl Preserve pond being refilled after it was reinforced and capped 

during EPA Removal Action.  



BoRit Asbestos Superfund Site - Community Involvement Plan 

Page  11 

 The Reservoir work began in January 2014. EPA pumped and treated the 

Reservoir water to meet state regulations for effluent (discharge water) and 

piped the water into the Wissahickon Creek. 

 EPA has covered the berms of the Reservoir with a liner which is reinforced with 

clay in unstable areas of the berm.  The entire reservoir is also covered with 

clean fill. When the Reservoir liner is completed, clean water was pumped 

back into the Reservoir, restoring and improving it. 

 EPA's Removal Program has completed its work to remove any potential risk 

from asbestos contamination at the BoRit Site by capping all asbestos-

containing materials throughout the 32-acre site. The Site consists of a 2-1/2-

acre x 25-foot asbestos waste pile on a 6-acre parcel, an 11-acre pond (also 

known as the reservoir) within a 15-acre parcel, and an 11-acre former park 

parcel. 

 EPA completed stream bank stabilization on the following: The Wissahickon 

Creek, which runs along the perimeter of all parcels included in the site; the 

Tannery Run Creek, which runs alongside the pile parcel; and the Rose Valley 

Creek, which runs into Wissahickon Creek between the reservoir and park 

parcels.  Storm damage to the Rose Valley Creek stream bank stabilization 

measures, which was caused by extreme weather events in 2011, was 

repaired and streambeds and the base of the cap were fortified. 

 EPA has issued a Record of Decision (https://semspub.epa.gov/src/

document/03/2244733) in July 2017 for the BoRit Site.  

Pond –Berm  after removal 

https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2244733
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2244733
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2244733
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 The cleanup remedy incorporates the work that has already been completed 

at the Site by EPA's Removal Program. This work includes covering the asbestos

-containing wastes, soils, and reservoir sediments with geotextile, and a 

minimum of two feet of clean material. The remedy will also require post-

construction sampling, routine inspections, long term operations and 

maintenance, and land-use controls.  The post-construction sampling will be 

performed in early 2018. 

 The Final Remedial Design was approved in November 2017.  The remedy 

requires post-construction sampling, routine inspections, long term operations 

and maintenance, and land-use controls.  The post-construction sampling will 

be performed in early 2018.  A long-term operation and maintenance (O&M) 

plan (https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2247189)  is a living 

document that will be updated as necessary. 

 

Future Reuse 

 Whitpain Township maintains ownership of the Park parcel and oversees the 

administration of the public park. Future use plans for the Park parcel include a 

public park and open space.  

 The Wissahickon Waterfowl Preserve (WWP) currently maintains ownership of 

the Reservoir parcel and continues to use the property as a waterfowl 

preserve. The WWP installed amenities along West Maple Street to promote 

bird watching and improve the aesthetic value of the area. 

 Future use of the Asbestos Pile parcel is unknown at this time. The Asbestos Pile 

Parcel has a soil cover and future use activities will be coordinated with EPA 

and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP). 

https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2247189
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THE COMMUNITY 

Community Involvement Plan  
The Community Involvement Plan (CIP) is EPA’s site specific strategy for informing 

and engaging community members in the Superfund process. This CIP is intended 

to provide general Superfund program information, describe the site and the 

community, identify the needs and concerns of the community, as well as help to 

identify the many participation opportunities and options available throughout 

the cleanup process. Last but not least, this CIP is also intended to be a resource 

for EPA staff, our partners at the state and local level, and the community. The Su-

perfund process may span several years, and site team members may change. 

The CIP will inform new team members about the community, identify community 

concerns, and list community resources for planning meetings and communi-

cating with residents and officials. The CIP is a “living” document that will evolve 

and be modified as the investigation, design, and cleanup processes continue 

and as input is received from the community. 

 

Community Profile 

Borough of Ambler Demographics 

As of the census of 2010, there were 6,426 people, 2,510 households, and 1,598 

families residing in the borough.  The population density was 7,605.8 people per 

square mile.  There were 2,605 housing units at an average density of 3,083.3 per 

square mile.  

There were 2,510 households, out of which 29.9% had children under the age of 18 

living with them, 45.7% were married couples living together, 13.9% had a female 

householder with no husband present, and 36.3% were non-families. 30.2% of all 

households were made up of individuals, and 11.2% had someone living alone 

who was 65 years of age or older.  The average household size was 2.45 and the 

average family size was 3.08.   

In the borough the population was spread out with:  

23.5% under the age of 18; 7.0% from 18 to 24; 32.5% from 25 to 44;19.7% from 45 to 

64 and 17.4% who were 65 years of age or older 

 

The median age was 37 years. For every 100 females there were 86.5 males. For 

every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 81.8 males. 

The median income for a household in the borough was $47,014, and the median 
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income for a family was $51,235.  Males had a median income of $40,305 versus 

$30,735 for females. The per capita income for the borough was $21,688. About 

2.4% of families and 5.5% of the population were below the poverty line,                          

including 6.8% of those under age 18 and 4.9% of those age 65 or over. 

 

Montgomery County, PA Demographics 

As of the census of 2010, 750,097 people, 286,098 households, and 197,693 families                

resided in the county.  The population density was 1,553 people per square mile. 

The 297,434 housing units averaged 616 units/sq mi.  

The racial makeup of the county was: 79.0% - White;  

8.7% - Black or African American; 4.3% - Hispanic or Latino or any race; 

0.1% - Native American; 6.4% - Asian; 1.6% - from other races AND 1.9% - from two 

or more races.  

Of the 286,098 households, 32.00% had  children under the age of 18 living with 

them, 57.20% were married couples living together, 8.80% had a female house-

holder with no husband present, and 30.90% were not families.  About 25.60% of 

all households were made up of individuals, and 9.90% had someone living alone 

who was 65 years of age or older.  The average household size was 2.54 and the 

average family size was 3.09. 

In the county, the population was spread out with: 

24.10% under the age of 18; 7.10% from 18 to 24; 30.50% from 25 to 44; 

23.40% from 45 to 64; and 14.9% who were 65 years of age or older.  

The median age was 38 years.  For every 100 females, there were 93.60 males.  For 

every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 90.00 males. 

The median income for a household in the county was $60,829, and for a family 

was $72,183 (these figures had risen to $73,701 and $89,219, respectively, as of a 

2007 estimate). Males had a median income of $48,698 versus $35,089 for fe-

males.  The per capita income for the county was $30,898.  About 2.80% of                  

families and 4.40% of the population were below the poverty line, including 4.60% 

of those under age 18 and 5.10% of those age 65 or over. 
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 COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

Some common concerns that have been addressed to at the BoRit Community 

Advisory Group (CAG) Meetings, include:  

 

Concerns about the Cleanup 

 The community was concern if capping was the right cleanup remedy. Would 

it hold up and prevent future exposure of Asbestos into the air and/or water? 

 Could Asbestos possible get into the air and/or water during the cleanup pro-

cess, from the trucks involved or the digging that was done? What was being 

done to avoid this happening? 

 Will there be any possible flooding and groundwater run off caused by the 

cleanup  process? 

 

Concerns about the Future of the site 

 What will be done to monitor the air and water in the future for Asbestos con-

tamination? Who will be in charge of this? How often will this happen? 

 Will the site be monitored to make sure the remedy is staying in place? How will 

it be monitored? How often and by who? 

 Who will maintain the site? Including things like the remedy and access to the 

site? 

 How and what will the site be allowed to be reused for in the future? 

 

Throughout the Superfund Process, EPA has captured the concerns and questions 

of residents and local officials and recorded its answers.  These full list of Ambler 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) document can be found at: 

https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2230342 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2230342
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Select Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

from Ambler Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) Document 
 

Why did EPA choose an on-site containment remedy for the Ambler Asbestos site? 

(7-3-2010) 

 

The selection of the remedy was based on commonly accepted, existing soil prin-

ciples, combined with the regulations specific to asbestos that were and are still 

applicable. The capping systems implemented at the Ambler Asbestos Piles Site 

utilized soil and vegetative cover for the steep side slopes with engineered multi-

layer caps for the flat plateaus of the Locust Street and Plant Piles. The Cer-

tainTeed Pile was capped with soil and vegetation only. All parts of the contain-

ment remedy for the Ambler Asbestos Piles Site comply with the requirements of 

the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPs), which are 

the regulations that EPA uses regarding abandoned asbestos factories and dis-

posal sites. The NESHAP regulations for asbestos are contained in 40 CFR 61.140 

through 61.157. Further information on EPA's regulations concerning asbestos is 

available on the EPA website at: http://www.epa.gov/asbestos 

 

The basic principles supporting soil as an appropriate cover for asbestos contain-

ing waste are summarized here. Asbestos is a generic term used to describe a 

group of fibrous silicate minerals that occur naturally in the environment and have 

been mined for commercial use. The asbestos minerals have high tensile strength, 

the ability to be woven, and resistance to heat and most chemicals. Because of 

these properties, asbestos fibers have been used in a wide range of heat resistant, 

durable manufactured goods. 

 

The physical properties of asbestos are also the reason that asbestos is not ex-

pected to move through soil. It is a mineral (i.e., rock) and dense, having a specif-

ic gravity typically reported as ranging between 2.0 and 3.5 (two to three and a 

half times heavier than water), depending on the mineral variety. Asbestos is 

made up of fibers, and although the fibers and fiber fragments can be micro-

scopic, these particles are still large, complex molecules in the microscopic envi-

ronment. The fibers are not soluble and, therefore, cannot be transported in a wa-

ter solution like other, smaller contaminant molecules and ionic species. The parti-

cles are also too large to be transported preferentially by other physical-chemical 

processes like diffusion. Therefore, asbestos fibers tend to remain stationary within 

the soil matrix. In other words, in a natural soil setting, asbestos fibers do not move 

through the soil. 

 

An analysis published by EPA in April 1977, Movement of Selected Metals, Asbes-

tos, and Cyanide in Soil: Applications to Waste Disposal Problems, EPA Publication 

Number EPA-600/2-77-020, describes the potential for asbestos movement through 

http://www.epa.gov/asbestos
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soil. Although the author, Dr. Wallace H. Fuller, recognizes the paucity of data 

specific to asbestos, he argues that asbestos is reasonably expected to behave 

like similarly sized clay particles, which have been extensively studied. 

 

"Although there are no data on mobility of asbestos in soil, predictions about its 

behavior can be made with reasonable confidence. Since the weathering prod-

ucts of asbestos are the common nonhazardous salts of Ca, Mg, and Si, physical 

transport is the only mode of movement in soil which is of significance. The exten-

sive data on movement of clay sized (<2μ diameter) particles by strictly physical 

processes provide a convenient yardstick for gaging the probable behavior of 

asbestos in soil. Clay particles 0.1 to 2.0μ in diameter are estimated to move at a 

rate of 1 to 10 cm per 3,000 to 40,000 years, depending on the soil texture 

(Berkland, 1974). There is no reason to expect that asbestos particles of similar size 

would move differently from this. Consequently, asbestos migration through soil 

will not be a problem of any significance." 

 

It can be added that larger particles (i.e. the longer fibers of the asbestiform min-

erals) are expected to be even more resistant to movement due to physical im-

pedance. 

 
Is EPA concerned about the decon wash for trucks getting washed away in a 

heavy rainfall and spreading asbestos? (8-10-2009) 

There is an insignificant possibility of asbestos moving off site due to the decon 

wash on-site. It is important to emphasize that asbestos, being a fiber, does not 

readily move in soil, stone, water, etc. The likelihood of asbestos moving off site 

from the decon pad in amounts that would exceed the maximum contaminant 

level is minimal. 

 
What are EPA’s protective guidelines for levels of asbestos in air at the BoRit site?  

 

Using standard residential long-term exposure assumptions, risk-based action lev-

els for asbestos in air can be calculated. Under conditions of long-term exposure 

(350 days/year for 30 years, starting at birth), a protective concentration of asbes-

tos in ambient air is 0.001 fibers/cc. Continuous, exposure to this level of asbestos, 

as described above, would pose an excess cancer risk of 1 in 10,000. This concen-

tration (0.001 fibers/cc) is the ambient air remediation goal for long-term exposure 

at the site.  

For short-term exposures, such as those incurred by disturbing asbestos-

contaminated soil on the BoRit site, risk-based concentrations are determined ac-

cording to the activity being performed. At BoRit, vigorously raking soil was found 

to represent a worst-case scenario; that is, although the duration of exposure was 

short, vigorous raking resulted in the highest airborne concentrations of asbestos 

and the greatest potential for risk. These fibers do not remain airborne for very 
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long, quickly settling back to the ground soon after the activity ends, which differ-

entiates this type of exposure from long-term ambient exposures. Based on a rak-

ing scenario, an activity-based remediation goal of 0.04 fibers/cc has  

been established for short-term exposure (50 days/year for 24 years, starting at 

age 6) to airborne asbestos at the site.  

These site-specific protective values for asbestos in air were developed by EPA 

Region 3 toxicologists for the BoRit Site in accordance with the guidelines in 

OSWER Directive #9200.0-68, Framework for Investigating Asbestos-Contaminated 

Superfund Sites. 
 

What is being done to address the flooding issues? (3-10-16) 

 

EPA understands that flooding issues are a concern for many residents, impacting 

their quality of life. Although it is not within EPA’s Superfund authority to directly 

address flooding issues, we have made improvements to Rose Valley Creek and 

Tannery Run, in an effort to protect our response action as part of our work at 

BoRit. These improvements will facilitate better flow of the tributaries, reducing the 

impact of flooding events. In addition, EPA is coordinating with the West Ambler 

Revitalization Committee, led by Whitpain Township, to provide advice on flood-

ing issues and revitalizing the West Ambler neighborhood. 

Additionally, Temple University’s Center for Sustainable Communities (CSC) re-

ceived grant money from the EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers to complete 

a stormwater management plan for three urban watersheds in Ambler Borough 

and Whitpain and Upper Dublin Townships — Rose Valley, Honey Run/Stuart Farm 

and Tannery Run. As part of the outreach process, CSC’s Dr. Jeffrey Featherstone, 

Director of the Center for Sustainable Communities and co-Principal Investigator 

for the flooding mitigation project, presented the flood plan at a public meeting 

held in West Ambler at the Daniel W. Dowling American Legion Post on April 7, 

2015. 

EPA understands that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) pub-

lished a public notice in the February 24, 2016 edition of the Times Herald that pro-

poses the inclusion of homes above the Rose Valley sluiceway, on Maple Street, 

into the new floodplain mapping proposal. This development is due to the collab-

orative efforts of the West Ambler Revitalization Committee, Temple University and 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 
Who is responsible for monitoring the BoRit property for compliance? (8-8-2007) 

Responsibility for enforcement of the National Emissions Standards for Hazardous 

Air Pollutants (NESHAP) regulation has been delegated to the State. Neither EPA 

nor the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) can be 

present at all of our sites all of the time. The PADEP Air Quality inspector for that 

area does make it a point to monitor site and fence conditions on a regular basis. 
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If you should see a condition that causes concern, such as a downed portion of 

the fence, please contact EPA and PADEP as soon as you can. We will respond 

appropriately once we become aware of a problem. 
 

What is the disclosure responsibility for the EPA if waste is kept in place (signs, 

fences, etc.)? (5-18-2009) 

 

The site will be cleaned up to ensure it is protective of human health and the envi-

ronment. If asbestos waste is kept in place, the remedy must comply with applica-

ble or relevant and Federal and state environmental legal requirements. Under 

this possible remedial action, the remedy would have to comply with National 

Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPs) Part 61 Subpart M for 

asbestos, which would require actions to prevent the emission of asbestos fibers 

from disposal sites. These actions may include installation of cover materials, warn-

ing signs, security fencing, or other approved actions. It is important to note that 

the site will be cleaned to ensure it is protective to the appropriate clean up 

goals. For instance, if an area is to be used as a residential property, EPA would 

clean the site to ensure the contamination is not hazardous to residents based on 

risk calculations. The same would go for recreational or commercial uses. 

 
 

Is the cover at the BoRit site stable for the tot lot, basketball courts and future resi-

dential construction? (3-10-16)  

 

EPA is constructing a soil cap that is designed to immobilize asbestos-containing 

materials, prevent erosion along the stream banks and resist flooding events. As 

long as redevelopment does not damage the protective remedy, beneficial re-

use or redevelopment such as a park and basketball court are promising oppor-

tunities for reuse. In fact, structures such as a paved ball court, would enhance 

the existing cap and the routine maintenance required for a recreation center 

would complement any future operation and maintenance plan.  

Please note that EPA is unaware of any plans to construct residential buildings on 

the BoRit site. The Human Health Risk Assessment that was conducted as part of 

the BoRit Remedial Investigation did not include a residential use scenario. Institu-

tional controls placed on the site will acknowledge that residential use was not 

contemplated and may not proceed unless that use is subject to a human health 

risk assessment, and is allowable under those scenarios. 
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 RESOURCES FOR THE COMMUNITY 

EPA offers many opportunities and resources to facilitate the community’s involve-

ment in EPA’s activities and decisions.  Which tools are used and how many activi-

ties occur usually reflects the level of interest expressed by the community.  For a 

comprehensive description of available resources and opportunities, go to: 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-community-involvement  

Some of the most frequently used opportunities and resources include: 

 

Community Advisory Group (CAG) 

A CAG is a self-forming, self-governing, stakeholder group that meets regularly to 

learn about EPA’s cleanup process, discuss their issues and concerns, and provide 

feedback to EPA.  EPA is able to provide support to the CAG by attending meet-

ings, making presentations, procuring meeting rooms, advertising the meetings 

and providing copies of site-related documents. The BoRit CAG (http://

www.boritcag.org/) has been formed for this site. It meets quarterly (February, 

May, August, and December) on the first Wednesday of the month at the Upper 

Dublin Township Municipal Building. For more information about meetings contact 

CIC, Gina Soscia, soscia.gina@epa.gov or 215-814-5538. 

 

Technical Assistance Grant (TAG)  

A TAG is a competitive federal grant awarded to an incorporated nonprofit or-

ganization of community members affected by the Site.  Recipients contract with 

independent technical advisors who review and evaluate site-related docu-

ments. For more information, please visit https://www.epa.gov/superfund/

technical-assistance-grant-tag-program. 

 

Technical Assistance for Communities (TASC)  

TASC is a program that provides independent educational and technical assis-

tance to communities affected by hazardous waste sites regulated by the Super-

fund and Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) programs.  Such assis-

tance helps communities  to better understand the hazardous waste  issues con-

fronting them and to be well-informed while participating in the decision-making 

process.  For more details, visit the TASC website:  http://www.epa.gov/superfund/

community/tasc or  contact TASC Coordinator Gina Soscia at 

215-814-5538 for more information.  

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-community-involvement
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-community-advisory-groups
http://www.boritcag.org/
http://www.boritcag.org/
http://www.boritcag.org/
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/technical-assistance-grant-tag-program
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/technical-assistance-grant-tag-program
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/technical-assistance-grant-tag-program
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/tasc
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/tasc
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/community/tasc
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Appendix A - Contacts 

Gregory Voigt                                                                                    
Remedial Project Manager                                               

U.S. EPA Region 3                                                                    

1650 Arch Street – 3HS23                                                          

Philadelphia, PA 19103                                                               

Phone:  215-814-5737                                                                       

Email: voigt.gregory@epa.gov 

 

Gina Soscia 

Community Involvement Coordinator                                          

U.S. EPA Region 3                                                                           

1650 Arch Street – 3HS52                                                               

Philadelphia, PA 19103                                                                                 

Phone: 215-814-5538                                                

Email: soscia.gina@epa.gov 

Gina Soscia 
TAG/TASC Coordinator                                                               

U.S. EPA Region 3                                                                    

1650 Arch Street – 3HS52                                                    

Philadelphia, PA 19103                                                     

Phone: 215-814-5538                                                

Email: soscia.gina@epa.gov 

 

Kinshasa Brown-Perry                                                                        
State and Congressional Liaison                                                                  

U.S. EPA Region 3                                                                       

1650 Arch St                                                                           

Philadelphia, PA 19103                                                     

Phone: 215-814-5404                                                   

Email: brown-perry.kinshasa@epa.gov 

EPA 

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)                                                                     

Christine Lloyd  

1650 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

215-814-3142 

Email: lloyd.christine@epa.gov   

www.atsdr.cdc.gov 

ATSDR 

 Last Updated: January 1, 2018 

mailto:voigt.gregory@epa.gov
mailto:soscia.gina@epa.gov
mailto:soscia.gina@epa.gov
mailto:brown-perry.kinshasa@epa.gov
mailto:lloyd.christine@epa.gov
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov
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Appendix A - Contacts 

Senator Robert P. Casey, Jr.                                                                          
393 Russell Senate Office Building                                              

Washington, DC 20510                                                                 

Phone: 202-224-6324                                                                     

http://casey.senate.gov/ 

 

Senator Patrick J Toomey                                           
248 Russell Senate Office Building                                                       

Washington, DC 20510                                                                

Phone: 202-224-4254                                                                               

http://toomey.senate.gov 

Congressman Brendan Boyle 
13th District  
1133 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515                                                                        

Phone: 202-225-6111                                                                               

http://boyle.house.gov 

Federal 

Governor Thomas  Wolfe 

Office of the Governor                                                                                                                                                

508 Main Capitol Building  

Harrisburg, PA 17120                                                                                                                                                  

Phone: 717-772-8284                                                                                                                                                               

http://www.governor.pa.gov 

 

Senator Stewart Greenleaf                        
12th District                                                                         

Senate Box 203012                                                                                        

Harrisburg, PA 17120                                                

Phone: 717-787-6599                                                 

http://senatorgreenleaf.com 

 

Representative Kate Harper 

1515 DeKalb Pike                                                                       

Suite 106                                                              

Blue Bell, PA 19422                                                

Phone: 610-270-1677   

http://kateharper.net 

 

Representative Todd Stephens                                                                             
151st District  

515 Stump Road                                                                       

North Wales, PA 19454                                                    

Phone: 215-368-5169   

http://reptoddstephens.com 

Representative Mary Jo Daley 

148 District 

815 Fayette Street 

Suite 200 

Conshohocken, PA 19428  

(610) 832-1679 

http://www.pahouse.com/MDaley/ 

Pennsylvania Department of                                   

Environmental Protection (DEP)

South-Central Regional Office 

2 East Main Street                                                                      

Norristown, PA 19401                                                 

Phone:  484-250-5900                                          

http://www.dep.pa.gov 

State 

 Last Updated: January 1, 2018 

http://casey.senate.gov/
http://rockefeller.senate.gov
http://boyle.house.gov
https://www.governor.pa.gov/
http://senatorgreenleaf.com
http://kateharper.net
http://reptoddstephens.com
http://www.pahouse.com/MDaley/
http://www.dep.pa.gov/
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Appendix A - Contacts 

Borough of Ambler                                                              
131 Rosemary Avenue                                                                  

Ambler, PA 19002                                                                    

Phone: 215-646-1000                                                            

http://boroughofambler.com  

Jeanne Sorg—Mayor                                                            

Mary Aversa—Borough Manager                                     

Borough Council                                                  

Salvatore Pasceri—President                                             

Ed Curtis Sr.—Vice President                                             

Nancy Deininger                                                                   

Sharon McCormick                                                               

Francine Tomlinson                                                        

Sara Hertz                                                                             

Jonathan Sheward                                                               

Claudio Zaccone                                                               

Frank DeRuosi 

 

 

Whitpain Township 
960 Wentz Road 

Blue Bell, PA 19422 

Phone: 610-277-2400 

https://www.whitpaintownship.org/ 

 

Board of Supervisors 

Adam Zucker, Chair 

Fred Conner, Vice-Chair 

Anthony F. Greco, Secreatary 

Ken Wollman, Treasurer 

Michele Minnick, Assistant Secretary 
 

 

 

Montgomery County                                                           
PO Box 311                                                                                

Norristown, PA 19404                                                           

Phone: 610-278-3000                                                       

http://www.montcopa.org/ 

County Commissioners                                                       

Dr. Valerie Arkoosh, Chair 

Kenneth E. Lawrence Jr, Vice-Chair 

Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner 

Local 

 Last Updated: January 1, 2018 

http://boroughofambler.com
https://www.whitpaintownship.org/
http://www.montcopa.org/
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Appendix A - Contacts 

BoRit Asbestos Superfund Site Community Advisory Group (CAG)                                                              

Upper Dublin Township Building  

801 Loch Alsh Avenue 

Ft. Washington, PA 19034 

http://boritcag.org 

Ambler Environmental Advisory Council (EAC)                          

131 Rosemary Avenue, Ambler, PA 19002 

Phone: 215-628-0124 

amblereac@gmail.com 

http://www.amblereac.org 

EAC Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 7-9pm at 

Borough Hall. 

Other 

 Last Updated: January 1, 2018 

http://boritcag.org
mailto:amblereac@gmail.com
http://www.amblereac.org
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Appendix B - Media Contacts 

The Ambler Gazette 
307 Derstine Ave. 

Lansdale, PA 19446 

Phone: 215-542-0200 

http://www.montgomerynews.com/amblergazette/ 

Newspapers 

CBS Philly (Channel 3) 

1555 Hamilton Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19130 

Phone: (800) 223-8477 

Fax: (215) 977-5658 

http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/ 

6 ABC 

4100 City Avenue 

Philadelphia, PA 19131 

Phone: (215) 878-9700 

Fax: (215) 581-4530 fax 

http://6abc.com 

NBC 10 

10 Monument Rd. 

Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 

Phone:(610) 668-5510 

https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/ 

Fox 29 

330 Market Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Phone: (215) 925-2929 

Fax: (215) 982-5494 

http://www.fox29.com/ 

Television Stations 

KYW Newsradio 1060 

1555 Hamilton Street — 6th Floor 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19130 

Phone: (215) 238-1060 

http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/station/kyw-newsradio/ 

Radio Stations 

http://www.montgomerynews.com/amblergazette/
http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/
http://6abc.com
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/
http://www.fox29.com/
http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/station/kyw-newsradio/


BoRit Asbestos Superfund Site - Community Involvement Plan 

Page  27 

Appendix C - Potential Meeting Locations 

Ambler Borough Hall Gymnasium 

131 Rosemary Avenue 

Ambler, PA 19002 

 

Daniel Dowling Legion Post #769                                                                                              

352 W. Maple Street                                                                                                                                                   

Ambler, PA 19002                                                                                                                                                           

 

First Presbyterian Church of Ambler                                                                                          

4 South Ridge Avenue                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Ambler, PA 19002 

 Last Updated: January 1, 2018 
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Appendix D - Information Repositories 

Wissahickon Valley Public Library-Ambler Branch 

209 Race Street 

Ambler, PA 19002 

Local Repository 

U.S. EPA Region 3                                                                                                                                                                      

Administrative Records Room                                                                                                  

1650 Arch Street                                                                                                                                                             

Philadelphia, PA 19103                                                                                                                                             

Phone: 215-814-3157, by appointment 

EPA Office 

The Administrative Record can be found here: 

https://semspub.epa.gov/src/collections/03/AR/PAD981034887 

Other documents and information can be found on 

the BoRit Site Profile page here: 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/boritasbestos 

Online 

 Last Updated: January 1, 2018 

https://semspub.epa.gov/src/collections/03/AR/PAD981034887
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/boritasbestos
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Appendix E - Fact Sheets 

November 2007—”Community Update” ............................................. 30 

 

July 2008—”EPA Begins Preparation of BoRit Asbestos Site” .............. 32 

 

January 2009—”Site Update” ................................................................ 34 

 

December 2009—”Update for BoRit Asbestos Superfund Site” .......... 38 

 

November 2010—”Community Update” ............................................. 42 

 

July 2012—”Community Update” ......................................................... 50  

 

May 2013—”Community Update” ........................................................ 54 

 

July 2015—”Community Update” ......................................................... 58 

 

January 2016—“Newspaper Insert” ..................................................... 60 

 

December 2016—“Proposed Cleanup Plan for Public Comment” .... 76 

 

August 2017—“Postcard: Record of Decision Availability” ................ 80 

 Last Updated: January 1, 2018 
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https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2177184
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2177183
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2215221
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2221983
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2238004
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/03/2247434
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Appendix F - Additional Websites & Resource 

EPA Site Profile Page  for the BoRit Asbestos Superfund Site: 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/boritasbestos 

 

EPA’s Environmental Concerns of Communities around Ambler, Penn-

sylvania Site 

https://www.epa.gov/ambler 

 

ATSDR ToxFAQS page: 

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/index.asp 

 

Superfund Community Involvement 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-community-involvement 

 

This is Superfund:  

 A Community Guide to EPA’s Superfund Program (PDF) 

http://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/HQ/175197 
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file:///C:/Users/charles.uebele/Documents/Adobe
https://www.epa.gov/ambler
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/index.asp
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-community-involvement
http://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/HQ/175197

