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June 24 , 1 992.

Mr . S i dairion-E i- i stof F

I am writing to urge you to prevent an egregious cor if I let of
interest f rom i r r e p a r a b l y compromising the EPA's Hudson River
Assessment . Your agency is studying the PCD contamination of the
Hudson River by the General Electric Company, and yet an employee of
the polluter chairs the Science and T e c h n i c a l A d v i s o r y Cornm i t.te-v: .

Or: one i a o > - of- ' i t , it is clear that, a representative of G . E .
wi I I be co;n;ni t ted to m i n i m i z i n g the necessity of a clean-up, and to
pushing for the cheapest and least thorough clean-up should one be
unavoidable. Already t he company has suggested that just leaving the
PC By on the---.r i ver bottom is the best way to clean them up .

And now it i s touting the benefits of Mode-gradation, b;..;cloria
thot a '••.-.£.;- t' uncled studies c l a i m part i a I I y break down PCS mo I <--cu I es .
Hut a l?9"> import by the School of P u b l i c Health at the S'tate
UM ' ver s'i t y of New York, at A l b a n y indicated t. h y t those " l i g h t e r " PCBs
accumulate- in the b r a i n and cause neu r o l o g i c a l damage . And the
P e-br-ijciry 1992 e d i t i o n of Consumer Reports stated that over time, the
compos i t i on of PCBs changes and they become in fact: more toxic.

*
It h a s also bo en found that t he E . P . A . has allowed c l e a n - u p

p l a n s at other sites to be influenced by the po I luter. The Office of
Techno I ^-gy Assessment reviewed C.P.A. Super-fund decisions in 1988 and
reported that the influence* of p o l l u t e r s resu I ted in clean-ups being
less stringent, or r e l y i n g on unproven and speculative technologies.

P I ease do not permit Genera I E l e c t r i c to m a n i p u l a t e t he assess-
ment to meet their goal of doing as l i t t l e as possible to c lean up
the PCRs. I request t h a t you remove G.E. 's represent at i ve f rom the
o h « i > - of t lie Science and Technical Advisory Committee.

Yours tru I y ,

Jkfr**-——

Dun can Fow I er
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