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Lawrence C. Bickford
Croton-on-Hudson
New York 10520

Ms. Helen Chernoft
TAMS Consultants, Inc.
Dloomfield NJ 067003

Ocicber 7, 1999
Re: Nudson River Bird Sightings

Dear Ms. Chemoff: :

The enclesed is in respunse to an e-mail sent 0 Anne Swaim regarding information the

Saw Mill River Audubon Society might have on specific bird species and unusual

sightings along the Hudson River.

The enclosed consists of (A) comments on specific birds and (B) a chart showing by

specics (not individuals) birds seen by me since October 1995 (with the exception of a ,

White-crowned Sparrow sighting on Sepicmber 17, 1994) at Croton Point Park in the
county of Westchester NY. This chart does not reflect a scicntific sampling, ¢. g.; five
visits to the Park every month and the same walking route taken cach visit. In fact, the
July and August 1otals are low because of the infrequency of visits,

I hope these enclosures are uselul to you. Tcan be reach by e-mail at

Larryb@bestweb.net.

~

Sincercly

F b’

10.11236



EXTRA PAGE.

SEP @6 ’B1 16:13 390742301489 PAGE. D1

10.11237



PS5 B1 15:34 T: 399742381463 P:Be

Observations on
Hudson River Birds

“Target” Birds

* Tree Swallow — Most seen in early spring in migration; lack of adequate nesting
holes at Croton Point Fark (CPP) may account for low summer number of
slghtinge

* Mallard — Simply numerous; often found in standing. non-permanent pools and
large puddies; probably limirzd nesting do to lack of proper habitat

* Belted Kingfisher -~ Note abe:nce during breeding season, but present all other
seasons; do appear to breed further north along the Hudson, e. 9., Oscawana
and George's Island Parks

¢ Great Blue Heron - Probably present or nearby all year round; hard to spot in
certain areas of CPP; | know of no close by rookery

* Bald Eagle — The severer the winter weather, the more that will bs around; this Is .
also true of locations just north of us

* Osprey — Most accur during fall migration (Note: this summer the first
successful raising of young in Westcheeter County in this century occurred at
Marshlands Conservancy along the Long lsland Sound; aleo see comments In the
recently up-dated Bull'e Birds of New York State regarding the absence of
nesting trees: there are preliminary plans to build one or more potential nesting
platforme at CFP

* Peregrine Falcon - Seen several times during the last two yeare perch on the
Bear Mt. Bridge

* Northern Harrier — Present all year except in breeding season

* Red-Shouldered Hawk -~ The two sightings on the CPP chart are probably the
same bird

® Cooper's Hawk — Generally seen on fiyovere at CPP; but is seen fairly often in

-Northern Westchester; one was seen roosting in the upper oak grove at CPP -
several times in March 1999 and also in early September in the lower grove

® Upland Sandpiper — Lone elghting by thie ubecrver was this eummer on the old
landfill, but othere have seen them too in fall migration

* Shortreared Owi — Frobably present every winter for short periods; this writer's
one sighting wae In January 1997

* Common Nighthawk — One flyover obeerved at CPP

¢ Eastern Bluebird — Seldom seen av CPP, but common at lona lsland

* Vesper Sparrow - Sightings limited to October migrants av CPP

10.11238
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2 “Rare” Birds at CPP

* Black Rail — One flushed in the cvening feeding at the edge of the landfill witha
couple of sparrows

¢ Chuck-will 's-widow - Flushed in the lale allernoon; an apparent over-shot during
migration; only third record for Westchestcr County

¢ Franklin's Gull - One of thc many blown cast in the fall of 1998; only recorded
Westchester sighting

*  Orchard Oriole — A first year male in song in late spring of 1999; this species is
reported to nest at lona Island

*  Prothonotary Warbler ~ One scen in the late aﬁemoon in shrubbery along a

fenceline on September 25, 1999
¢ Red-headed Woodpecker — One immature was present from late December 1998

into April 1999; Mature individuals were saen by others in November and

December of 1999~
*  Western Kingbird — Rarc inland East Coast srghtmg of this speues in early

September

&y Larry Bickford
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Census, Bird Population - 6 Years, starting Januury, 1994

Croton Point Park — New York Checklist selected
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Census, Bird Popuilstdon - 6 Years. startiog January, 1994
Croton Point Park — New York Checklist selected

Jam | Feb | Mar | Apr { May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct { Nov | Dec | Tors) |
Leun Sandpiper CoT ol —of" _of tl ol 1 1l of of ol 7oy 73]
PLOVERS AND L APWINGS R
Semipulmatod Plover ol "o[" 9] o 1 0] . o] o] of . o "o 0 1
Killdeer 1 o] . 6.3 4 3 ! 2 3 4 ! 0. 28
GULLS AND TERNS .
Ring-billed Gull 6 s s 4l 3 1 1 5 7 51 2] .4 48
Great Black-backed Guil 4 4] S 4 i, .0 ] 3 7 3 ) 2,37
Herring Gull ' 3 | oo 1 0 4 2 2 0 0; 16
1.auphing Gull 0 0 0 0 ol ol ol o; 0j. Op 0p %
Franklin's Guli 0 0 0 0 of oL .0 o o 0 ! 0; 1
Least Tem 0 0 [ 0 0 0 o, 1. v [ ] 1
LOONS
Common 1.oon [ 2] o[ o o "ol of of of of of .of 1| 3l
PIGEONS AND DOVES ..
Rock Dove ) 0 0 [} 0 1 of ol Ll o .nl 0 3
Mouming Dove 4 _ 4 7 ) 3 J iy 6} 2 Y & S k] 0] st
OWLS _ ——
Great Homed Owl ol _o [ i 2 0 0 0 i
Short-carod Owi { _0 0 0 ] 0 0 Q Lt U U 0 i
NIGIHTJARS , . .
Common Nighthuwk 0 0 v o 0 1) 0 i 0 0 0 0 al
. Chuck-will's-widow 0 0.9 ] U v v of __0 0 0 L
SWIFTS e L
Chimney Swift Lol o o 7ol 3 o[ o [ 1 ol "o “of_ i
HUMMINGRIRDS . g e
Ruby-throated Hummingbird | 0] ~ 0] o] o _o[ ol ol i« «f of of o[ 2]
KINGFISHERS i
Bolred Kinglisher C s 2T 1 3o " of af 31 .2f of _2i .3 26
WOODPECKERS _ - , o
Red-hesded Woodperker 2 1.1 2 il o 1 0, __0 0 0 1 8
Red-bellied Woodpecker 4 2 5 5 4 0 ! 0. ... 4 2 2L 30
Yellow-hellied Sapsucker o _0 0 0f ¢ 0. .0 0 0 0f 0] } }
Downy Woodpecker 5 4l 6 4 1 2 1 s 6 7] _4 si 50
Hairy Woodpecker ') il 0} 6] _ 0 0 o] 1 0 o] __1 0 3
Northern Flicker o2 1Wo3 yi i 2 ] 5].___s 5 0 P
TYRANT F1L.YCATCHERS i
Eastcrn Wood-Pewee ol ol o] il ._1 o] ol o] o o _ol o 2
Acudian Flycatcher ol o o .0 1 ol 0 o). o] __0 0 ) 1
Willow Flycatcher 0 _0 0 oy 2 oy 1] _ 2 0 0! 0 0 s
Lcast Flycatcher v v of . .© 0 0] ¢ oo 0. ¢ () 1
Eustern Phoebe ol o 1 3 2l i ol __ 1 6 0 116
Wesiemn Kinghird 0 0 (1] Ul _ .o o ol 0, 1 o, of 0 1
Fastem Kingbird 0 0 1 I 1] .2 i 21 0 6f of ol 1]
CROWS AND JAYS . o ——
Blue Jay 4 2 2l .3 ] ol o© 2] _e8j___s 3 4l M
Americun Crow [ 6] 4 7 ] I 6 ° 5 4] 4 eS8
Fish Crow 1 ) 6 2 .1 1 2.2 0 o] __ol 2
VIRCOS AND ALLIES . _
Ycllow-throated Vireo [ 0 (L* v 0 of 1 ol o 0 0] 0 1
Red-¢yed Vireo ) 0 v ol I o] __o 2.1 0o ) 4]
Warbling Virco 0 0 0} 0 1 of 1, oy 0 0 o] .3
WAXWINGS AND SILKY-FLYCATCHERS | _ ) . )
Cedar Waxwing [T _al [ o[ 1] ‘2l__al "of "3 27 o}..2 of ‘u
THRUSHES —_ . . -
Eastem Blucbird | .0 0 0l .0 0 0 [0 of .0 ) 2
Hermit Thrush L} 0 i, of .o 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
Woud Thrush ol v 0 1 2] 1 ol 0 0 0 0 ]
American Robin 4 2 s] . 2).__3 31 4 1] 3 th
MOCKINGBIRDS AND TUHRASHERS . . . o .
Gray Cabird Coar sl 17230 3] ) 57841 "ol ' 2]._3dl
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Consus, Bird Population - 6 Years, starting January, 1994
Croton Point Park ~ New York Checklist selected
o~

" T 2an | Feb [ Mar | Apr [ May | Jun | dul | Aug _ Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec | Totsi]
“"™ Northemn Mockingbird s ol &l 3| "NuT__2 1 3] '

. ' : 3l 3 2T 33
Nrown Thrasher ' of .0 of . | 2 2 0 o] o v 0 of _35]

STARLINGS o N .
Furopean Starling C s3] ol el "aT 37 71 6 9o ol a[— 3T 36
NUTHATCHES .. e D e .
Reu-breusted Nuthutch 217 ol 1% 0o 0 3 o] "ol o 7
White-breasted Nuthaich [3 3l s 2[ o $ 3 3 |
CRELCPERS '
Brown Creeper [l o T ot
WRENS
Marsh Wren (1]
Cuaruliny Wren k]
Winter Wren 0
House Wren 0
GNATCATOHERS .
Rluc-gray Gnatcatcher - f 0] 0]
SWALLOWS
Tree Swallow 0 ¢
Northern Rougi-winged Swatlow | 0y - 0f -
0 0
0
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KINGIFETS
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Crolden~crowned Kingles 3 } ¢ 1

CHICKADFFS, TITS
Biack-capped Chickadee 8 4]
Tufted Titmouse 2 2 4

LARKS .

- Horaed Lark L3 1 of .o o o of ol o o 7o 1 3
" 1D WORLD SPARROWS e o R
House Sparrow 3T a1} il 2f o _ea TS 2" 1] 2] 26

WAGTAILS AND PIPITS . o
Amcrican Pipit

SISKINS, CROSSBILLS AND ALLIPS
American Goidfinch
House Finch

NEW WORI.D WARRBLERS
Golden-winged Warbler
Nuxhvifle Wurbler
Northem Parula
Yellow Warbler .
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Maugnolizs Warbler
Black-throated J3lue Warhler
Ycllow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated {jrcen Warbler
Bisckbumian Wuarbier
Pinc Warbler
Prairic Warblcr
Palm Warbler
1lackpol) Warbler
Black-and-whitc Warblcr
Amgerican Redstart
Prothonotary Warbler
Worm-cating Warblcr
Common Yellowthrom
Canada Warbler

/" UNTINGS, SPARROWS, TANAGERS, ALLIES
Snow Bunting 1
Fox Sparrow 10
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Censuy, Bird Populativn - ¢ Years, startiag Janusry, 1994
Crotun Point Park — New York Checklist selected
| Jan_| Feb | Mar | Apr_| May | Jun [ Jul | Aug ' Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec TYotal |
Song Sparow S Y Y 1 3 T 4T 8 nl 31 6l el
Lincoln’s Sparrow } 0 of _o6l 0 0 0 0 0 L] 2 ) 0 3
Swump Sparrow R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 i 1l 3 ol 3]
White-crowned Sparrow 0 0 0 ol .0 0i. O 0 ] 0 0 0 R
White-throated Sparrow 51 4 p] 4 i O 4 0 0 5 3 41 31|
Dark-eyed Junco T4 ) 4 2ol o[ _ol o __o T2 3 CIET]
Savannah Sparrow VW__o 3 0 s 2 10 3 4 2] 422
Henslow's Sparrow ol o 0 0 0 0 0 0 o]__2 o o] 2
Amcrican Tree Sparrow S 1 4 1 N 0 0 0 2 4 s 22
Chipping Sparmw 0 0 1 ] R 0 of _ol O 3 0 2 8
Field Sparrow i 0 2 .1 0 0 0, 0 0 21 .0 L1 S A
Vesper Spurrow 0 [} 0 ) [ 0 0 0 0 3o o]__ 3
Eustorn Towhee 0 0l — 0 2 1 ) 0 o] 0 | ol o 4
Scurict Tanager 0 ) 0 0 ] 0 0 0 9 0 0 )
Dickcigsel 0 (Y Q 0 0 0 0 0 ! i L ) 2
Northern Curdinal 3 3 3 S 2 0 1 4 3 3 11 T4 33
Indigo Bunting o} 0 ) 0 20 by _ 21 0o 0 0 0 )
BLACKBIRDS, GRACKLES, (ORIOLES ~ —— i —
Haltimore Oriole 0 0 ol 0 4 2 0] 3 0 of__ ol 0 9
(rchard Oriote o] ol of ol ol "ol el o __of ol “af
Red-winged Rlackbird 4 1 1l 1 si” 4 \ 4 \ 3 21 2| &
Fasiern Mcadowlark 0 0 1 2f 3 W1 0 0 ) of o 8
e, CoOmmon Grackle 2 ¢ S 2 31, .3 1 4 1 0 0] _01 2
/7 Rusty Blackbid i 1 o ol _of "of__ol “o]__ol "1 o] "o 2
Brown-headed Cowbird 2 9 2, 3 2, 0 2 2 2 0 0 16
Robolink o] ® 0, o 2 2; 0 217 1 0 0f O 7
Towls [ion| _1ig]_210] 2137 1591 98] 43" 1781 255[ 238] 1we][_122] 1939]
Specias Towls L 63| 4] el 6] & SiT_8[ e sl 74 47| s0]
166 Tota! Spuics
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