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Telephone/tiax: 011-39-0742-3014¥9 E-mail: helen@besner it or hehemoft@tamsconsultants.com

Lawrence C. Bickford
Croton_-on-Hudson
New York 10520

Ms. llelen Chernoft
TAMS Consultants, Inc.
Bloomfield NJ 07003

October 7, 1999

Re: Hudson River Bird Sightings
Dear Ms. Chernoff:

The enclosed is in response to an e-mail sent to Anne Swaim regarding information the

Saw Mill River Audubon Suciety might have on specific bird spccies and unusual
sightings along the Hudson River.

The enclosed consisls of (A) comments on specific birds and (B) a chart showing by
specics (not individuals) birds seen by me since October 1995 (with the exception of a
White-crowned Sparrow sighting on September 17, 1994) at Croton Point Park in the
county of Westchester NY. This chart does nor reflect a scicntific sampling, ¢. g.; five
visits to the Park every month and the same walking route taken cach visit, In fact, the

July and August lotals are low because of the infrequency of visits.

I bope these enclosures are uselul to you. T can be reach by e-mail at

Larryb@bestweb.net.

Sincerely

Fasg b
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Observations on
Hudson River Birds

“Target” Birds

* Tree Swallow— Most eeen in early spring in migration; lack of adequate nesting
holes at Croton Point Fark (CPP) may account for low summer number of
slghtinge

* Mallard — Simply nhumerous: often found in standing. non-permanent pools and
large puddles; probably limited nesting do vo lack of proper habitat

* Belted Kingfisher - Note abeence during breeding season, but present all other
seasons; do appear to breed further north along the Hudson, e. 9., Oscawana
and George's Island Parks

* Great Blue Heron — Probably present or nearby all year round; hard to epot in
certain areas of CPP; | know of no close by rookery

¢ Bald Eagle — The severer the winter weather, the more that will be around; this is
also true of locations just north of us

~*  Osprey — Most occur during fall migration (Note: this summer the first
successful raising of young in Westchester County in this century occurred at
Marghlands Conservancy along the Long Island Sound; also see comments in the
recently up-dated Bull's Birds of New York State regarding the absence of
nesting trees: there are preliminary plans to build one or more potential nesting
platforme at CPP

* Peregrine Falcon — Seen several times during the last two years perch on the
Bear Mt. Bridge

* Northern Harrier — Precent all year except in breeding season

* Red-Shouldered Hawk - The two sightings on the CPP chart are probably the
same bird

* Cooper's Hawk — Generally eeen on fiyovers at CFP; but is seen fairly often in
Northern Westchester; one was seen roosting in the upper cak grove at CPP
several times in March 1999 and also in early September in the lower grove

* Upland Sandpiper ~ Lone slghting by thie obscrver was this summer on the old
landfill, but othere have seen them too In fall migration

* Short-eared Owl — Probably preeent every winter for short periods; this writer's
one sighting was In January 1997

» Common Nighthawk — One flyover observed at CFP

* Eastern Bluebird — Seldom seen at CPP, but common at lona Island

* Vesper Sparrow - Sightings limited to October migrants av CPP
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“Rare” Birds at CPP

* Black Rail — One flushed in the cvening feeding at the edge of the landfill with a
couple of sparrows

Chuck-will's-widow - Flushed in the late aficrnoon; an apparent over-shot during
migration; only third record for Westchestcr County

Franklin's Gull -- One of the many blown cast in the fall of 1998; only recorded
Westchester sighting

Orchard Oriole — A first year male in song in late spring of 1999; this species is
reported to nest at lona !sland

Prothonotary Warbler ~ One seen in the late afternoon in shrubbery along a
fenceline on September 25, 1999

Red-headed Woodpecker — One immature was present from late December 1998
into April 1999; Mature individuals were scen by others in November and
December of 1999

Western Kingbird — Rare inland East Coast sighting of this species in early

September

TN-

*

By Larry Bickford
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/ Census, Bird Population - ¢ Years, starting Junuary, 1994
- Croton Point Park — New York Checklist selected

Jan  ¥ed Mar Apr | May Jum | Jul . Avg Sep Oct | Nov | Dec | Total|

CORMORANTS _ . .
Double-orested Cormarant Lol o) 2™ 2T el 3l a2 31T o oL 3
DUCKS, SWANS, GRFESF ‘ o .
Ruddy Duck sl 3 2] v 0 o[_ 0 ol o] _of 3] ] s
Mute Swan 3 2 0 ) 1l 1 3 4l 2] v i 2
Snow Cioosc o "ol o l._ol o ol _of ol a 2l sl
Canada Goose I 7 4 20 1] 6] 1ol 10 31 6| o2
Brant ) 0 0 0 0 0 v v ol i _0 0 1
Woud Duck S0 0] 2 i 0 vj.. 0 0 0 0 0 0] 3]
Green-winged f'cal ~0l. 0 U 4 0y .0 0 0 0} 0 L0 0] 2
Maliard 2 sl 6 g 3 2 il 3t 81 2 4] 45
American Black Duck (-1 ! o] o] o 0 ol o] 0 ]
Bluc-winged T'eal : F__! 0. 0 1 0} o0 0, 0 0 0] o] 0 )
Northemn Shoveler 6.0 1 0 0} (1] 0 0| . 0 0 .0 0 1
Canvasback 2 0 0 o] 0 0 ol o] o] 0 ] 0 3
Redhead o o] o] ..t o "ol o of__of o of of I
Cireater Scaup 0 of 1 e 0 of o[ 0 0 o] of o0 1
I.esscr Scaup o) "T' 1 0 0 of o 9o ol 0 0] o0 1
Common Coldencye 1 1{ 2 0 o/ 0] .0 0 0 o] _ .0 0O 4
Buffichead 77 5 ¢ 3] o] o y 0| o 0 2 4| 27|
Common Merganscr 51 3 Mo..4 0] 1 ol 0 0 0] 0 0 1]
HERONS., EGRETS AND BITTERNS _ L o .
Litte Bluye Heron [ 0 0 o] 0 0 o o o] 1] 21 o[ o 3
"] Snowy Egret 0 ol o] o 0 ol o ] 1 0. 0] o 2
Great Blue Heron 0 0p. 2t I 9 1 3,3 6. 05 0f 19
Great Egret of o] o _o0 o 1| oy 4 4] 0 0] 0 9
Green Heron Q 0 ol __0 0 ol o 1 of o0 ol _0 1
Yellow-crowned Night-1leron ‘ 0, ol .o v 0 0 0 o 4 1 ] 0 S
Black-crowned Night-tieron o 0 0 o] o 0 ol 1 20 o0 0 NE
NEW WORLJ) VULTURES o . . . , .
Turkey Vulture LT 7 el al 7o el el "2 7. .ol _oi 7]

QSPREY : - - N
Osprey Lol a2 "2l of L ST sT W] 7L "ol 28]
HAWKS, EAGLES AND KITES o o . ) R
Rald Eaple 6] 5| s 0 o] ol .0 1l o] 0 1 2] 20
Northern Harrier S| 2] 2 3 1 Q 0 2; 711 8 2 2] 34
Sharp-shinned lawk 2; _1 9 L 0 0 0 o] .0 3 o[ 0 I
Couper's Hawk L 0f 0 3 0 0p_ 9 0 R 3j_0 0 1 8
Northemn Gushawk o 0 0 0 0 0 of o ol _ o0 0 1 R
Red-shouldered Hawk ) 0 ol 0 ] 1 ] oo 0 2 0 2
Broad-winged Hawk 0 0 0 0 0 ol 0 1 1] 0, 0 0 2
Red-taited Hawk 4 2 3 __al i b._ 0O 1 1 3,2 4 26
Rough-legged Hawk R 0 0 0 9 0f .0 0 ....___[__“ o .0 !
FALCONS ANI) CARACARAS . . )
American Kestre) P 2 ] al 7 0 4 1wl nl 1l 2] 4
Merlin o0 of o] o0 o], ) 3 0 (] 4
RAILS AND COOTS R . - cyee e
Black Rail 0 ol __of o o] ¢l of o 0 1 o] 0 1
Clapper Rail 0 ol o) 1 0 0 0 0 0 of 0 0 1
Virginia Rail 0 0 o] 0 0 0i 0 1 0 ] of o 2
#~T>Nora 0l 0 0] 2 0] 0 90 1 1,0 0 4
American Coot 1 0 0 ol _0f 0 0 0. 0l 0 0] _0 l
SANDPIPERS - ' . ‘ : . A
American Woodcock 0] o 2 1l of .o 0 ol 0 0 0 0 3
Common Snipe 0 0 2 ) ! 0f O 0 0 0 | ] 5
Uplund Sandpiper 0 0 o _ 0] o 0 [} | 0 0 0 of !
1.esser Ycllowlegs 0 ) 0] o 2 0 0 0 2 ) 0] _4a
Spotied Sandpipes ol ol ool 2 ol o el o] e
Sanderling 0 0 0 o 0 o] o ()I 2 ol . o 0] 2

o~ T o VYrnama A S A
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Sp ipe - i ! (4 0 6
Spoticd Sandpiper 0 0 0 0 1 oy .. 0
Sanderling 0 0 0 0] 0] 2 0] 0| .0 2
Scmipalmated &an/.ip:pcr ot .0 .0 0 of © 0 0 0 1
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Printed October 5, 1999 ~« LARRYB data set
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Croton Point Puark -« Now York Checklivt svleated
| Jan | Moo | Maw | Ace | mav | sun | 3ut | Ave | Sew [ e T moe (TB20 90T
Luoswt Swrwleipee I ol ol ol ol LR ol v v [ ol of ol al
PLOVTRS AND LAPWINGS . )
Nemipaimated lover [ =T rin ] CO g 1 L3 S 1% SO Q.l. . _:.'.F.___’:F JEF___E{.::
w Crivmar { Ca o] G ) ol > >
GULLS AND TERNS —— e )
R PN L ST rd 5 5 “+ Ji B | {. U | l, . s 7' SI .2*. 4[
Climat |ll—-.»-ho¢l~~-l [ 291 A €3 3 % TS B ] A * 7. = v
Jwermang Goudd ) s v 0 . ] s z - P ou
Vanghing Ciull =) R LR .0 ol o' [ 0' ) l © | 0 l «Q ]
Ponsash Fivotrs Chrell [ (4] L33 < 1) © (3] “ 4) < t 4 )
Y mere st Tome s «“ © (4] [ ] O L4 (] ) [+ o [} ]
LLOONS e p—
Clemmmon 1.aon . IO X ol ol ol (S HENURUNY TN DU TS SRS 1} [ 21" L8 ol
PIGLEONS AND IX)VEN . . . . o e -
Rock Dove i [XN] XN T iv] ol o ' e o o l s 0
L Measrning Exeve T 4 40 7 6| 3} 3 1 .6 7 7. o ¥
OWLS v . s e v :
© Seweras Bloamennnd P3al " n ) 1 I ] l » o ol g I o uj
Rheors s monemt Thrat v o o o 3 o, o ol o o .0
NIGHTJARS -
IO e 3 o oY Lnl o ol o) ol ob et WY
DX oMt~ o i vl 5 b u! nl o} . o—T o T ol ot T TG H 1l
SWll‘ s vy o . .
N — a1 . al T " el 3| ol o] 1 vi ol wal Lol %)
HUMMINGBIRDb 2 .. Cigm e me ara
[ Yaired f aT (0 S Y | o 6] o] [ v1 . el . wl.. al.. 2]
klN(‘TNT“‘Rq : v
arerliash K Sorng Bonbonew { <1 1 v 1 v o Y sl a2 a1 4| 2| 31 26|
WOODPECKERS e imires ma
S€arel Baomastuneh VW4 ooasbyomadurs E3 [ ] - 3 PO | 7 o O 0 Cevatih, [ ) ”
Hedereiioa WoodDowkar - . - ~ ~ e 10 q o 1] “« 3 W
Werlteann Boesldivar] Riagersssathons o o o 7 O Kixs T3] O Q o 3 1 1
Trevrarrns VWorewlommchs ros < A P P 1 prd b ) ~ 2 3 > YTy
*heive w.....n......l.-. o 1 (2] (-3 O [ 1 © (2] v ke L& 2
Neavhmen 34 H 3 4 N 2 3 < < - " 7 3
TRANT P I.YCATCHERQ : ) ot v ]
lantarn Wood-Ltewee . (23 L2 ~ 3 [ “ o 14 O 0 O 0 >
Aeovicdiarns e baisisebine ) © o O ] 0 0 43 o (33 . L-.. .
) . © < 0 o 0 2 e 1 2 Q LOL i3 0 =
: © i} o [\ o [ o ] o] © 3 VY ] o et
Farwtomens m--wlw 1) O 1 3 2 1, ] O ¥ 6 (1} Ep Y
Wcuwl‘n ingbird — O “" (1) 0 4] L1 X (1) O ] 4] ' O Q 3
Vinmraen bLinativag o o} ...Q ] L] 2 tere e Y » “© " 1] [4] 2
CROWS AND JAYS .. . sy e
Niue Juy . ) 2] _:+__ Al ‘ 1 o o FE 6 3 3 4 32
ARErican Crow & v_a_._{_._ 3 hed A 1 ] LS (-3 o A A aSs
Fisls Cocme f T <7 1 = ! 2| 2 O 0 0 21
VIREQS AND ALLIES P
Vanblenen dheenmiiond WVlveme [ o () 5] ol o1 Ly ol 0 " o ™ 3
P.edeciwd Winsen © “» < & l s I 1w [ 3 » 4 113 O 4
WWarciing Virco o o o " 3 ()] ] 0O [} O 3] [4] 2
WANWINCS AND STE.KV.FI VA l'('l IERS [e—
£ laanr Waswing | o -y ol 2l > v of AT 3] ’EX] > | o til
THRUSHES . e , e e . -
Blantome os Bbyem¥siesd ) & [ (1) [ K] . Q el ..ol o v m 5
Fhosranrit Theeremts 4 ) o ) 13 0 [ © © [ QO 0] )
Wood A bwrurk o o n ] 2 ] o ] 0 o o [ E
Acveme emint Reshrio { a > s 2 3 3 t a .7 K 2 ' 49
MOCKINGIBIRDOIN AND THRASHERS , JON A
Cruy Catlsisd U . 4 s o 2] 2 Al (N §1 w1 ryl 01 377 36
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Census, Bird Population - 6 Years, starting January, 1994

T:359742301483

Croton Point Park - New York Checklist selected

- smpermen

P:B4

L @00 b b —c v

(Jan [ Feb | Mar | Apr | May [ Jun rJul T aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec ! Tota) |

Least Sandpiper ol ool "6l 1l of af 1l ol of "ol "Tor "3
PLOVERS AND IAPWINGS - .

Scrnipuimated Plover ol To[TTel ol 1 o o] o o o] o[ oI
 Killdeer 1 ol el _ 3 4 3 ! 2 k| 4 ! 0. 28
GULLS AND TERNS o _

Ring-billed Gull 6 s 3 4 3 ! ) 5 7 st 2] 4. a8

Great Black-backed Gull 3 4 s a” ) 0 \ 3 1 5 0 2. 37

Herring Gl K1 D ] O ) 0 4 2 2 0 0. 16

l.aughing Gull ol . ol ___0 0 0 0, ol o 1 0 o .0, I

Franklin's Gubl 0 0 ol by o 0, 0 0! 0 0 1 0 1

1.£ast Tern of o of_ 0 0 0 1 [ uj o i
LOONS . , _

Common Loon [ 2] o o of of of of of of of _of 1] 3|
PIGEONS AND DOVES ‘ . '

Rock Dove ____g’ 0 o] o 0 0! ooalb oo nl 0 3

Mourning Dove 4| .4 6 3 3 1y, e 7 7.3l o =
OWLS ) : —_ L

Great Homed Owl g{_ 0 T R o( o] 2] .0 0 0 7

Short-cared Usw! i) 0 0] © ] 0 0 ol 0 ) 1 0 1
NIGIITJARS e , . .

Common Nighthawk Lol _of 0 0] .0 ol ol 1 ol o o] o] 1]

Chuck-will's-widow o] 0] 0 ) v o o] o o] _o 0 0 ]
SWIFTS L - e

Chimney Swift Lol ol of 7ol 3T ol el [ 3l ol "ol "ol sl
HUMMINGRIRDS . —

Ruby-throated Hummingbid | 0] 01 0] o[ _o[" ol el 1+ «| of @[O0l 2
KINGFISHERS e .

Bolicd Kingfisher 5L 2 v 3L _o[ of 1l 3l .2 4 .2 3| 2
WOODPECKERS — . ] . e

Red-headed Woodpcuker 2 U 2 | 1) 0. 0p .0 0 0 1 8

Red-beltied Woodpecker S T 5 4] 0 T HE 4 2 2] 30

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker ol. _o0 0 ol o0 0.9 of 0 0] .0 )

Downy Woodpecker 5 4] 6] 4 ! 2 1 s 6 7], .4 s| 50

Hairy Woodpecker U i1l ~of of 0 0 o 1} o of 1 0 3

Northern Flicker o2 L3 7 1 2] 1 5] s s 0] 2] 34
TYRANT FI.YCATCHERS . o

Easicrn Woud-Pewee - ol ol o] ] 1 ool o] o] o _o o] 2

Acudian Flycatcher ol o] of .ol ol o] o o __o 0 0 1

Willow Flycatcher ol _ol ol el 2l ol Tl 21 ol ol of o s

Least Flycatcher L0 v ol .0 0 o] 0 Y N M 0 1

Eustern Phoebe | ol o 1 3 2 ! (I L 6. 0 e

Westem Kinghird R ¢ ] 0 of ol __0o; 1 0, 0 0 1

Fastem Kingbird S0l ) ) i .2 ) 0, o b 7
CROWS AND JAYS . - . I

Bluc Jay 4] 2] "2]..3 ] ol o] 2 e 5 3 4| 32

Amerivan Crow 6] 4| 17 7 5 [0 6 9 9 1. 4 6
_ Fish Crow ) ) s| 6 2 ] 1 2 2] o ol o 2
VIREOS AND ALLIES , . .

Yellow-throated Vireo 0 of - u_t 9 0 0 i oo 0 0 0 i

Red-eyed Vireo 0 0 0 ol 1 0 0 2: 1 0 0 o) 4l

Warbling Virco oj . of ol 0 ol oy o0p ) THE 0f..3
WAXWINGS AND STLKY-FLYCATCHERS | _ . - , , .

Cedar Waxwing A ) Y ) ) B 1 R Y ) R T Y S I Y
THRUSHES — o e

Eastern Blucbird . | K] 1] 0 0 0 (] 0 1] .0 A ) 2

Hormit Thrush i ooa o 1] o] ol —of o of of of _of 3

Wood Thrush ol v v ] 2! 1 o i o ol __o 0 s

American Robin 4 2 S a3 31 ) 4 70 9 3 1 49

7T O MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS . o . — e
Coar sl a2 37 s b 5T 8 3] "o} 7 2] 36)

Gray Catbird

-
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Northern Mockingbird
= Drown Thrasher
| TARLINGS
Furopecan Starling
NUTHATCHES
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasied Nuthaich
CREEPERS
Brown Creeper
WRENS
Marsh Wren
Curoliny Wren
Winter Wren
House Wren
GNATCATCHERS
Bluc-gray Gnatcatcher -
SWALLOWS
Tree Swallow
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Burn Swallow ’
CHIT Swallow
KINGIETS
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Golden-crowned Kinglet
CHICKADPES, TITS
Black-capped Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
LARKS
Homex) Lark
; D WORLD SPARROWS
 House Sparrow
WAGTAILS AND PIPITS
Amgcrican Pipit

SISKINS, CROSSRILLS AND ALLIES

Amgerican Goldfinch
House Finch

NEW WOR].D WARBLERS
Golden-winged Warbler
Naushviile Warbler
Northem Parula
Yellow Warbler .
Chestmut-sided Warbler
Maugnolia Warbler
Dlack-throated 13lne Warhler
Ycllow-rumpoed Warbler
Black-throated Green Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Pinc Warbler
Prairic Warblcr
Palm Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Black-and-whitc Warbler
Armerican Redstart
Prothonotary Warbler
Worm-cating Warbler
Common Yellowthrom
CCanada Warbler

| "NTINGS, SPARROWS, TANAGERS, ALLIES

Snow Bunting
Fox Sparrow

et @ e memeo el -

T:398742301483
Census, Bird Population - 6 Years, starting January, 1994

Croton Point Park — New York Checklist selected
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, Census, Bird Population - ¢ Years, starting January, 1994
S Crotun Point Park - New York Checklist selected

! _Jan f”,i"ebm]'M,ar { Apr | May [ Jun [ Jul | Aug '’ Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec gTQi‘;Ll'

Song Sparrow 6/ 4] "6 5| 4] 3 IT_4T '8/ n 3] 6 e
Lincoln’s Sparrow 0 0] _of o 0 0 0 0 0 2] 0 3
Swamp Sparrow [ .70 ol "o 0l 0 0 0] 0 ) 13 ]
Whitc-crowned Spurrow 0 0 0 0] ... 0 0 0 0 i, 0 0 0
White-throatod Spasrow 51 4 50 4 ) 0 0 of s| 3 4! 31
Dark-eyed Junco T4 ] 4 2 0 0 ol o] o 2 3 4] 20
Savunnah Sparrow : 1 0 3 0 S 2 1 0y 37 4 2) 22
Henslow’s Sparrow [} 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 ) 0] 2
American Tree Sparrow | .S 1 4 1 6} 0] o 0 0 2 4 5 22
Chipping Sparrow L Wl o0 0] _0 0 3 o 2 8
Field Sparrow ! 0 2] T 0! "o 0 L) 2l 0 1" 7]
Vesper Spurrow 0 0 0 o[- 0 0 2 ) 0 3.0 0 3
Eustern ‘Towhee 0 0 0 2 R 0 0 ol 0 1 0] o 4
Scarlet Tanager 0 0] 0 0 0 ! i 0 0 0 0 0 )
Dickcissel 0 0 0 0f 0 0 2 0 1 i 0 0 2
Northern Cardinal 3 3 94 5 2 i § 4 3 3 1 .4 33
Indigo Bunting o ol oo 27 1 2l oL el o el 6
BLACKBIRDS, GRACKLES, ORIOLES L _ , . ___
Haltimore Oriole 0 oj_"o] o 4 2 o] "3 0 0ol o] 7%
Orchard Oriolc 0 0, o 0l 1 0, 0 U 0 0 ol mi
Red-winged Blackbird 4 | 7] 7 5 4 1 4 1 3 2 2 41
Fastern Mcadowlark 0 0 ] 2 3 i 1 0ol o0 0 of o 3
Common Grackle 2 0 s 7 3[ 3 1 4 [ o o] _ol "7
~Rusty Blackbird i) ] o o 0 of__ol ™o ol T 0] 0 2
‘Tsrown-heaaea Cowbird 2l 0 2, 3 2 1 0 2021 2 0, o 16
Robolink of o 0, o 2 2,. 0 2l 1 0 0] o 7
Towls Cve0| _1i6T 210 213777597 95| 43| 178] 255[ 28| 10[ 137 1939}
Specles Towls L.62[ 4 eal 76| g2 ST BT & s A 47| s0)
160 Total Speeicy
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