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FAIR loses lawsuit
to halt EPAs dredging

mccord(s-posts:ar.com

ALBANY * A federal
judge has dismissed a law-
suit brought against the US.
Environmental Protection
Agency by a group of local
fanners and landowners,
who sought more informa-
tion from the agency about
its plan to remove PCBs
from the Hudson River.

The lawsuit, filed in July
by the group, Farmers
Against Irresponsible
Remediation, claimed that
the EPA didn't disclose
important information
regarding its plans including
where plants to remove
water from contaminated
river sediment would be
located, where required

backfill would come from,
and what routes would be
used to transport silt
removed from the river.

But U.S. District Court
Justice Lawrence Kahn
ruled Thursday that the law-
suit could have "indefinitely
delayed" the cleanup of the
Hudson River of PCBs, a
project that could take
years.

In his 26-page decision,
Kahn wrote that in 1986,
Congress ena'cted a section
of federal Superfund law-
that allows citizens to chal-
lenge a remedial action only
after it is completed.

Kahn wrote that before
1986, "creative attorneys"
often sued the EPA whenev-
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