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Battle rages
on dredging
the Hudson_ “

By Dan Fagin
STAFY WRITER :

Fort Edward, N.Y. —-'I‘un an
down his socket wrench and looked up
from the snowmobile he was repairing,
Fora moment, he gued at one of the
natmns biggest and most controver-
sial hazardous waste sites as it flowed
E‘l” acidly past his family’s cinderblock

thouse. Then he his shoul-
-ders and shook his head, managing to
look both puzzl and irritated at the

‘Tll te]] you this, the ﬁsh.l.ugl in this
riveris phenomenal, and so is the wﬂd-
life. It’s agvg beens y‘t:la:d&. in my hiieé
time,” sai e pon; -0
contractor. “I don’t know wg they
would want to mess with it

Pootos by Wil Waidren

Tim Havens, I'%' 1'“‘ ﬂ' an anti-dredgi
as'mpwmmcnm-mnuhluumummmmumummmmm- Ly yecoing

group, salis EPA plamw 4n ‘strocity.’

mmhnkaﬂdmuendmmm
tant signal about whether Buah will em-
brace a GE-led sign to curtail the

expedad e
“They” are the federal Envuonmen— . sediment contal »] embattled fede: uperfund law that
taltgrobechon dscg, ﬂ;i “this ?fver' MUW PCBS [ dredged from 'hr: ?.ﬁ,dson PC wﬂigr? iy w;l hadz;rdoa‘ut 23te cleaimups.
is the mighty Hudson, the site of an Characteristics: An olty | : ook e Hudson River is a lot more
epic environmental battle that after 30 g Qly liquid 8 althe area.

used in capacitors to moderate : : than just an icon. Whatever happens
i _ there is really going to be a m?eze-
dent-setting case that will have
far- ing effects throughout the
country,” said Lois Gibbs, w! activ-
ism gs & resident in the Love Canal
nczxghborh ood ~f Ni ™ m
l181'3” passage e DU
law in 1980, She now heads the Center
for Health, Environment and Justice
in Falls Church, Va. -
The story of PCBe in the Hudson
River b:;%ns in 1846 when Gg
mass-producing capacitors at Fort
. ward and seven later at Hudson
Falls. Used in electric appliances and
electrical substations, capacitors do a
g: similar to a car’s shock absorbers

years is about to reach its climax, with | the flow of electrical current.
far-reaching implications for any New Composed of a familyof -
Yorker who eats fish or lives near a compounds known as
hazardous waste site. polyehloﬂnated biphenyis.
By mid-August, new EPA adminis- | B rahle, siow to break down.
trator Christie Whitman is scheduled D '; h A
to ded‘:de thﬁhe‘bt': mp:,the recom- c;g:::genmgtn'ﬁs up in fat and
~~mendation of her Democretic predeces- .
; or and. f%rce thethGenera.l Electric gmm to mowugrr%ld
to undertake the largest environ- problems,
;;:pm dredging project in U.S. histo- weight and a diminished ability
rymabuco ic, 40-mile stretch of the - toﬁgmi
r Hudson from Fort Edward to
aterford. .
The EPA has been studying the Hud-
son almost continuously since declar-
mg it a Superfund site in 1984, and it

d be an extraordinary act for an smoothing out of electric cur-
EPA chief to reject a plan the sge m;.z rent. Their key i 'entatt.hatnme
has spent so many years, and $16 was an amber-colored, oily liquid that

was durable, ﬁrepmof and was mirae-
ulously good at conducting heat with-
out conducting electricity.

The amber cil was & mixture of close-

lion, preparing. But it might ha;
Ben—and not only because of the po-

ical shift in Washington. A series of
EPA missteps combined with an
all-out legal, scientific and media blitz
by GE has led to & remarkable aitua-
tion in the upper Hudson.

The people who are su to be
the prime beneficiaries of the EPA's
plan - Finn and tens of thousands of
other residents of the working-class

Ttootl G it the vame Bere blydm”mwmﬁm Dase:
it wi e same fierce were w onto 8
mxstfnr%thalt‘doomed Gezég:l Bur- mm;ugmfmww% men;edno:, &wm collected thu: i
e’s British Army on same outfall pipes
g?-t’:;whofnveﬂ%yemagu That bat- childbearing age should eat no striped _ Sumped hundreds of of

tle, Saratoga, changed the course of bass from New York Harbor or Long

- unds of PCBs into the Hudson be-
the American Revolutlon. lsland Sound west of Wading River, tween 1946 to 1976, X
This time around, the stakes aren't : e o The of the Hudson River is
ite so high. But there’s a lot more on that the same durable qualities that
table than the $460 million the made PCBe so nseful inside ca
dredging would cost GE, whose two fac- also made them a plague for the river
tories at Fort Edward and Hudson Falls ecosystex. PCB molecules
are the source of the toxic poly- excruciatingly slowlﬁ in the environ- %
chl biphenyls — PCBg — that ment, and in the Hudson t.h?y can
theEPAwantadugoutoftbeHndaonl stubbornly to sediments for de-
muddy bottom. cades. If eaten by fizsh — and especial-
ForIpngIslandandNewYorkCﬁ ly by fish-eating birds and humans x
& successful dredge of the upper H who may be be to them over
e 2 Py ‘ ' T Bﬁg m
¢ -year-ol on how . cumulate in t and can
‘ 'riped bass, bluefish and eels caught in llumhndkmmanub:Ednom on to the next
swnstate waters can be safely eaten. lhanonehah‘-poundmea! per week of fish and human mﬂk.
And far beyond New York waters, Whit- : ghtlnthelowerbayofNewYork 1. ythe early 1970s, scientists were 8
man’s decision will be » key early test of T Harbor or in waters off Long Island. ly sure PCBs were danger- -]
herwxlhny.lesstobean ocate for en- Smmmvmmmum - - 2
vironmentel causes inside the Bush adena wio 2 - 1 . 7 .. .. w5 7. {o o an td e Newsdsy/LindaMcKeemmy: 11 . ... .See HUDSON on A30
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hooses. Mils, and toda thewmpoundamdmxﬁedbyﬂu
EPAupto le human carcinogens, based on tests
on laboratory animals. In lugh
been linked to learning pro
{fht and a diminished ability to
nder pressure from the state, Gl us‘:;'g
the compounds in 1976, and PCB levelsmt.he
son started droppi qmckly By 1985, concentrations
ge nverwaterhadd plfdto uton&tsntbo{v;]hat
were a decade earlier. That improvement
rem”stanee from GE and local residents who didn’t
in their communi

dredging of the Upper Hudson. :

But hy.t.he late 1980s the rate of improvement was
slowing drama and today levels in fish and
water are on]y shg{ntly lawer than they were 10
years ago is: the Hi is not
cleaning 1tself not any moxe, smd Richard Cal?e
who oversees Superfund cleanups in the EPA’s

York regi nalo andmtheagency’spnmtmanfor

the Hu dredgmg

PCBs,m mouth baas caught in the 40-:3 lg'::g

of river below the two factories still carry concentra-
tions that are about 400 times hzgher than what’a
safe for someone who eats a half- d meal of
. once a week, according to the EPA. A full
has gince fishermen have been
eat an; they catch in that part

Even striped bass caught hundreds of miles away in
western Long Island Sound and New York Harbor are
too contaminated with PCBs to be safely eaten more
than once & month, or once a week for eastern Long Is-
Gomenstats seriped base ane thought 1o have origiaated

te stri] are thought to have originaf
vnth the GE plants - a key reason why the EPA's
gs.h is suppomd by the tight community of downstate
ermen and environmentalists who follow the issue.

But north of Albany, it's a different story. On the
upper Hudson le comp) about
frequentl dy
fic — and with just as much venom.

“It is our mission and our duty to stop this atrocity
from being committed on our lands, now and forev-
er!” Tim Havens shouted into the mmphone earlier
this month at an EPA public hearing at Hudson

Falls. The boisterous, standing-room erowd of more

~-than 800 that packed the high school auditorium

that dati was the bxggest many locals could remem-
ber in the village of 7,600 people, and the television
ihts from Albany-based camera crews quickly over-
elmed the power supply, causing a brief blackout.
Many in the crowd wore green “No Dredging” base-
ball caps, 3vnd they e:::l]y outshoutedl about 100
dredging advocates, m yyoungpeope
with Albany-based envmnment.al
On the stage, the EPA’s Caspe tned t.o stresa how

the project would benefit fishermen, but many in the .

crowd wanted to talk about the
vagueness and vacillation about
ed 2.65 million cubic
after it’s scooped out of the river.
“Everyone who lives along the river wonders if the
EPA is locking at their batiysrds
ored binoculars,” said Havens, a tractor salesman
“Puid president of an anti up that since
the 1870s has fought off plans to the river
and the contaminated sediment nearby.
The EPA now says that all of the dredged mud will
- be sent b ra.ﬂ to landfills “outside of the Hudson
River Valley.” But the agency’s previous moves have
playedmtothehandsofGEandotherdredgmgoppo-

aiencfa history of

s il

ownstaters complain about traf-'

ards of sediment would g

The Issue on the Web

Some Web sites with more Imnnaﬁon about PCBy
in the Hudson River:

WWW.8ps. gov/hudul Enmonmmai Protection
Agency.

www.hudsonveices.com — General Eioclric Gorp

www.nodredging.org — Citizen - Environmentalists -
Against Siudge Encapsulation, a group that opposes
dredging.

www.scenichudson.org — Scenic Hudson, a group
that favors dredging.

The state’s advisories for eating fish is available at

www.health.state.ny.ut/nysdoh/environ/fish. iim

Bt e i

" fensive. *Unless we

982244 25 sabiiiehd b Dl Dot e

attle on Dredgmg Hudso‘ ages

An EPA public hnarlng atthe Hudsan Falis Hlah School wag standlnn-mum only as more than 800 paopla pnr.kld the aum-
Bs.

torium to express their opinions or the plans to dredge the Hudson River to remeve loxic PC

nentswhosaytheEPAcan’tbetnmd.
e e T thin paople B

we've re ne wro ple have
taken advzntage of these st!\xx%:d mmtam Caspe
said, Three years ago, for example, the EPA sur-
veyed the region for landfill sites without telling
local communities about it, and then wa3 embar-
el T s Bk, T s

similar happened when the ooked at pos-
sible sites for two “temporary facilities” near the
river where water wou]d be removed from the sedi-
ment before it’s shipped out.

en now, the
wantaeoputthetwotemporaryateaorwherethe

taminated sediment will be shipped. It has identified

adozen"hotspou in the river it wants dredged, but
basn't said precisely how that will happen or what
gpe ofezu:gﬁgt w:ille(}ae u.se;ib. ’lt“h;oee decisions,

made during the two-year “design
phase that would follow Whitman’s approval. The ac-

Th would take anoth erﬁve e
e a
vehrffhankn

had lenty of hel
mate of dutrust on
to the strenuous eﬂ'orts o the General Electric Corp.
The company has not only supplied baseball caps,
(there are four in front of Tim Finn's boat-

ouse) an of adee 1o the anti-dredging fore-
rose-col- 'es,xthas televmonstanonl-
with commeru close-up shots of
mud-eovered
I.n Jani y even pa.:d for the simulta-

cast on four of Albany’s commercial
televmon stations of a 30-minute ﬁlm GE produced

about the perils of .dredging. G
anti Web ste and a toll- free hothne nnd
m:a local government

has
oﬁualmtheﬁudmvm Saratogs to go
on record against epm)ect.

The eompany won't disclose how much it's spend-
ing, but is unapologetic about the public relations of-
t the time and the money
andtheeﬁ'oﬁtotall

pbsgvmaae mbe]tortoMenco.GE’alocalpa
ow, down from more than 1,000 unngt.he
19705 B\nthefewpbsthatremmnaremzed,
the company ander.rm.u:mmtxesxermamtaﬂll
It’s & situation that bewilders the handful of promi-
nent local citizens who fav
“Tve ﬁnallyﬁguredlt out We have battered wife
?ndrome, said Pam Brooks, past president of the
dward Chamber of Commerve. “For years,

snﬂhasn’tmaaladwhmtt .

* jumpin

xtwasn’t ing to be
pres:s:ntform .

" Hudson”

we’vebeentclhn i lve:hatha:, this hurnli:ntua-
tion reall mntapro em, that it’s nothing. now -
thatweﬁ‘;:allyhnveanopponumtytogetmtofthe .
relahonslup, we can’t do it.” :

But there’s more to the case against dredging than

ology and public relationa. Sparing: 10 ex-
E has also constructed an elaborate scientif-
wargumentthatdredgmgwon’z p,andzmgbt i
make the situation worse.

Tounderstandxt,ryonhaveto t on a hard hat
and walk to the rive feet from
the company's Hudson Falls plant.

“When we first came downhere it was like some-
thing out of a Hardy it was dilapidated,

thhtrees hadto owerourguyndm
with ropes,” said John a former -l
m“m&i?“ﬁ?%&““efﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁt
as escended a

totheaxteofacmmbledethCentury mill. |

In 1991, GE and the state d
eoneenmnonsmtheupper udson,
eventuallytracedxtbaektotheoldmﬂl.lttumedwt :
PCBs for decades had been see t.houghﬁssmuin
the bedrock basement of the Gﬁ%
up in an un tunnel
zml].ln1991 ugatetnthemn.nelg

stgnul then, 3:: one hafl loomtocsge if Pge%s were
ente e river lo T 8t0) using
them at ?t:gfact.ones ns!‘ocus was onpt.he PCBs
;'hat w:fnt.hahe::te y in t;:eE rfx’vAe;r, and that wud’aho the
ocus e 8 an * Haggard said, noting
that the company during the 1980 spent more than
$20 million studying the river sedimenta and doing
some small dredging
Since th edxsccveryattixeoldmﬂ],GE under orders
ﬁumthestate,hasspentahoutsﬁmﬂhonattheﬂnd-
son Falls site cleaning it up and
pump-and-treat collection that has cut thz
amount of PCBs trickling into the river from about
ﬁvepoundspu'd&ytgzle;sthanthmounmd'l‘h&m-
is preparing a million expans:on .
g::yumg? at eliminating the leaks altogether. !3"
It’s these eonumg%g eaks tbh:t htgve u]o:gd ?E -
s recovery, GE argues. Once they are shut
Haggard says, PCBleve]smﬁshandvyvsterw:nn-—
ly as the contamination at the

masape

PCBs that are loose in the river water. That means

PCBs must also be leaching up from buried sediment,’

the agency asserts, and that the fastest way to clean "

theBm‘, m;ﬁ“t&dﬁm mghttedmak‘;dt:hmga
up ent

worse, Hagzsrd points to a similar but -

muchsma.llerpmgeetonthe oxRtvermWweonmnm
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Photos by Will Waldron
PCBs seeping from tunneis under the GE capacitor u:imy in Hudson Falls continved to reach m river unti! the ‘lm. Now, & pump-nlm toliection systam has cut the fiow to a trickla.

whxchaboutwpereentoft.hedredgedl’cmgea
into the river instead of being removed

The same escape rate in the Hudson would be

to almost double the amount of PCBs in the
nve s water during the five-year
the EPA acknowledges But the agency says it planl

to use better equipment that allow less than a
tenth of 1 percent of the dredged PCBs to escape.
And while Caspe concedes that the EPA has little th—
Tect evidence that dredging leads to lower PCB lev-
els in fish — the onlyg hed stud ncy
could supply is from a Swedish lake w erePC s in
perch fell 50 percent after — he said he’
confident it will happen in the Hudson.

That’ sachaneethatmanyoftheperﬁli:ftheu
Hudson don’t seem willing to take
tbe{seeanverteemngthhﬁshandhrds,mthno

le signs of toxic waste.
1 In that sense, the Hudson typifies a second genera-
©  tion of hazardous waste sites in which toxic chemi-
ealsareoutofmghtmsteadofmmstybamlsbo-
hind barbed-wire fences. Whitman's decision on

- dredging the Hudson will set the tone for dozens of

similar projects around the country in places as di-

verse as New York Harbor, the Houston Sh:p Chan-

nel and reclaimed mines in the West, experta say.
Just last year, when Whitman was governor of New

Jersey, her environmental commissioner was a sup-

porter of the Hudson. But the new EPAchmf

and her aides have offered no hint of what she will do.

anGhE meanwhile, has %;;ened another front in its

campaign by launching a broad consti-

tutional enge to EPA’s authority under the Su-

law to order cleanups without prior judicial

7 Harvard Law School Professor Laurence

: )e,whohel argue Al Gore's appeal of the Flori-

. presidential vote before the U.S. Supreme Conrt. is
the case for the company. The law-

suit — and others that may follow from GE as well as
Havens le thWh.mna.p approves the EPA
ay the dredging for

That wouldn’t bother Tim Finn am likes the

K““,’,‘;’;g‘{;?&;;’;’ ::iﬁ:}f%?::&eﬁifm Ty Haggard is 8 Tormar mud-level EFA ofical wha rans Genaral Electic's cleanup sfforts on the Hudsan, Haggard g

live with it,” he saidi+ 72+ v o v ox1g MHeew o WML GOIMIHI has almdy wum more thas $20 millian tg study river sedimants and do some smll dredqlnq mluu
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