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Obituaries appear on page A2 for EHa H Greffi, John Fairdotti Pa* and
John C. Utter Jr.
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Briefs
Onteora trustees
pjan special meeting

BOICEVnXB - T h e
Onteora Board of Education
will meet .Thursday to dis-
cuss pest budget practices
and hear the report of special
counsel David Shaw and spe-
cial auditor Randy BuKs.

The meeting w3I be at 6
pjn. in the cafeteria of the
Onteora MiddJeSenior High
School. Route 28.

The board is expected to
enter into executive session
after the' public portion of
the meeting to discuss a per-
sonnel matter

Session aids high •''
school transition

SAUGERTIES — The
Saugeities Junior and Senior

• The state AttorrK,/
General's Office's allegations
that GE illegally dumped PCBs
is false, according to a GE
spokesman.

fv&entsnstaft *'
1HE STATE Attorney Gen-

end's Office is adding detail to
its alegBlions that GE fflegauy
dumped some of the more than
1 milipn pounds of PCBs in the
Hudson River that the US.
EPA is now jJ^pning to farce
.the company to dean up.

But a spokesman for GE on
Monday called the allegations
ftlse.

Amidst the f«^frtinf public
relations war between GB and
environmental group* over the
controversial dredging plan,
Assistant Attorney General

Peter Leaner disputed in a let-
ter to the editor GE"* con-
tentiom that the dumping of the.
tone PCBs into the iner was
legal

FbBowine on Attorney Gen-
eral Eliot Spacer's allegation
last fell that the dumping was
ifegaL Leaner allege* in the let-
ter that the company dis-
charged the majority of the
chemicals before «T"""g a
permit to -to so; does not pos-
sess a permit kr current seep-
age of C_c cbemicab into the
river; and has on •numerous
occasions* exceeded its permit-
ted PCB discharge levels.

• LEHNER IS THE head of
Spiber's Environmental Pro-
tection Bureau.

"Hie record abould be clear
that GE's very large duduuge*
prior to 197S were 'not autho-
rized by any permit,"

Leaner, "that the conlmmng
seepage of PCBs into the river,
is not authorized by any permit
and that certain of GJS's d»
charges both before and after
1976 have been unlawful."
Leaner charged that GE never
sought a federal permit to dis-
charge the chemicala untd 1973
— 22 yean after it began, dis-
charging the PCBs into the

• Two yean later, Lehner
aDcged, a state administrative

'judge ruled that the oompany'a
discharges from 1972 untfl
.1975 violated state law because '
they "breached applicable stan-
dards of water quality." In its
public relations campaign '
against the EnvBttnmental IVo- '
tection Agency's $460 mBSoo
propoaal to dredge upriver hot
spoto of JPCBs, GE, which
would bear cost of the cleanup,
has maintained mat H legaty*

dumped the PCBa into the
river.

A spokesman" for the compa-
ny. Mark Behan, aojd oct Mon-
day mat the allegation* am
fiibe and coplioued thecampa-.
nyV stance- thsi the
waalegaL

• "WHO B THE AG's oflSce
trying to kid? OVr ai« taQdng
aboot events that took place 25
yeara ago of which they have no
firsthand knowledge," Behan

GB violated any law or regub-

the spokesman said,
the administrative law judge's
determination cited by Lehner
was nullified by an agreement
the company reached with the
state in 197&.

Hut agreement; Behenuid,
was signal by the then-Depart-
meat of Environmental Cooser-
vation eonnnissjoacr and statm
ttkat there was *no finding that

Be went on to say that there
wen no permits needed, to
dump the PCBs prior to 1972
and no agency to get them
tram.

BEHAN ADDED that GE
has been working "closely'with
the'.,state on cleaning up the

. npriver plant sites where the
seepage is occurring and the
company has never been told
that it needs permits lor Chat
pollution.

PCBa, or porycnlonnated
hiphcnyls, were used as insulat-
ing material "in transformers
and other electrical equipment •
They have been finked to can-
cer in laboratory "wr**lc'

GE dumped the chemicals
into the river over • SttyHW-
period ending in 1377, when
the practice was banned.

legal bills Over


