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Pataki Adnunistration Calls for Dredging of the Hudson River to Clean Up PCB’s s

By RAYMOND HERNANDEZ

ALBANY, Nov. 14 — Entering one of the
Jottest environmental debates in the state,
the administration of Gov. George E. Pataki
has for the first time callod for the dredging

of the Hudson River to remove potentially

harmful PCB’s.
For years, the state has boen

decision on a Hudson River cleanup plan by
the end of this year.

The decislon places the governor and the
state squarely at odds with General Elec-
tric, one of the atate’s largest employers, at
a time when the company is conducting an
extensive public relations against
any attempt by the EP.A. to mandate

questioning
whether more should be done af the bottom . dredging.

\of the river, where an estimated one mitlion
pounds of PCB's remain.

The decision to support dredging is a
major blow to the General Electric Compa-
ny, which discharged the PCB's into the

river for about 30 years under permits from

the state. The company could be forced to

Qver the last few mmths. in full-page
aewspaper ads and television and radio
commercials in upper Hudsan Valley com-
munities, the company has been saying that
the river has been cleaning itself naturally,
snd that dredging will stir up the PCB's on
the bottom and thus pose an increased
threat to wildiife and people.

Environmentalists, however, say the
PCD's are already leaking from contami-
nated sediment on the river bottom.

“G.E. la Increasingly (solated in their

of

. position that the river is cleaning itsell up,”
Environmental Protection Agency . sald Jeff Joves, a spokesman for Environ.
dqymu.a.umwmqm- mental

Advocates, & lobbying group.

“PCB’s are clearly a threat to human health

and the river needs intervention to be

cleaned up.”

lnhlsbmnothoEPA Ilr Cnhtlluld
that the il d that
PCB’s posed a "algnmcanl threat” to the
public and the environment, and that more
should be done. Mr. Cahill did not use the
word dredging; instead, he cailed for “ac-
tive remediation,” a term widely assumed
t0 mean dredging.

l‘heEPAhndrequutedthem:opb
fon as part of its efforts to come up with a
remedy for the situation in the Hudson. The
agency said i would make s preliminary
decision by the end of 2000 and a finsl
decision in mid-2001. It Is widely thought
that if dredging is ordered, it will be per-
formed only within & 35-mile stretch of the
river between the Troy Dam near Albany
and Fort Edward, just south of Adirondack
Park.

PCB's, polychlorinated biphenyls, pose a
cancer risk (o people who eat fish or drink

The governor and the
state are at odds with
General Electric.

water coniaminated with them, according to
the EPA. The agency has advised that
children under 15 and women of childbear-
fag age should not-eat fish from the river.

The chemicals, once used i the manufac-
ture of electric capacitors, were reloased
from two of G.E.'s upstate planis between
1948 and 1977. The river was declared a
federal Superfund site in 1983.

The company has spent nearly §200 mil
lion cleaning up PCR’s in the river over the
last 20 years, in voluntary agroements with
the state and the federal agency. Today, the
company said it had not seea the letter by

Nevertheless,” Stephen D.
pmldm!orcuwmmlmumu
.nmrorcx,unmwumuu
unwarranted and “a bad mistake.” Ho re-
peated the company’s posttion that the river
had cleaned itself naturally and that dredg-

But
State’s position as support for the argument’

they have made for years: that PCB's pose
a danger to people who live alang the river,
The groups also said that the staie’s position

+ mude it move likely that the federal govern-

ment would order that the contaminated
sediment be dredged.

New York environmental regulators have
for a decade struggled with the questions of
whether contamination of the river consti-
tutes & threat to people, and if so, what to do
about it. The debate over the future of the
Hudson is part of a larger dispute over what
risks, if any, are posed by PCR's,
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