oo we s age for 1he Mayor 10 | sorable in the sireets. She says to  lounge with a large-acreen television

complain about soft money while
spending taxpayer dollars (0 sun
-promotional ada upsiaie.”

me: ‘You don’t live heve. Qur lown is
not what it used to be.*

Some of the imamigrant taea liviag

and saacks so the laborers have a
piace (0 congregate inside. And there
will bs a food pangry and ciothes

Final U.S. Study Bolsters Case for Requ

By ANDREW C. REVKIN

Releasing the final installment in
{18 eight-year study of Hudson River
poliution, the federal Eavironmental
Protoction Agency moved signifi.
cantly tloser yesterday to ordering &

that there wers unaccepiabls

risks in the upper river, from

Troy ta the factories, in Fort Edward

and Hudson Falls, 40 miles north.

‘The cancer risk from Troy south to
je i3 only abowt

of the risk eatimated for people eal-

ing fish farther north, officials said. -

Amounts 1o .an M}M 102,508

Chance of developiag, cancer for

Tolo 4

someone who eats a weekl’ meal of
Hudson River fish. But it i3 still 108
times higher than the agency tinds
acceptable.

“These studies are like the col-

.umns holding up a temple,” A

- Rychienski, a spokeswoman for the

agency, sald yesterday. “They cre-

ate an interiocking body of evideace.

We seo there is a problem, it's not

going away on iss own, and i comes

.. ministrator, has said that the agency

will decide by the end bf the year
what must be done to clean the Hud-

son. But representatives of some pri-

vate environmental groups said the

agency had taken too much time. -

With a presidential election looming,

" amy decision by Ms. Browser conld

be reversed in 2001, they sr't.
In the meantime, G.... has spent

- more than $100 million sta aching the

“flow of PCB's from N8 factory

grounds and from seeps along the

+ piver banks and has conducted exten-
sive studies of s own, which it says
show that the problem bas been over-

- -gtated by government officials.

Mark L. Behan, a spokesman for

risk 10 the river or to people using it,
and added that G.E. was largely solv-

ing the contamination problem by
mwmwum's»

the river.

;nmunmmupcn'smm

About 40 “hot spots” of submerged
PCB’s remaian in the river north of a
dam at Troy, and the E.P.A. contends
that most of the contamination of
fish comes {r wu seepage from thege
deposits,

Scieatists porking for G.E. say

kring G.E. to Clean Up

and argue that the PCB's ia the river
are safely buried and that the com-
pany’s efforts to conirol ‘ ieakage
froma the algrea have already re-
duced contagningtion ia fish.

The , Which is responsible
for the cost of any cleanup under the
federal Superfund law, has conduct-
ed an inlensive research program
ﬂpﬁkmw‘“

Hudson River .

_ hm.m?lﬂmdlh '

\\\‘ _ @uos they were able to analyzs it. -

group ia the Hudson Valley, sald that
Sederal studies had come to the same’
conclusions as long ago as 1073 ~ byt

m'“mm“: Y%

“What we're looking at now is 27
years of realfirming that PCB’s are

. 8 health threal in the Hudson, thas

the fish are contaminaled, tha
PCB’s are moving through the estu-

N Q.M 0 20t ”“f-
ary “-:r t degrading.” Mf

“The question now,” he said, “ia
will the E.P.A. have the courage and
political will to act en its own fing

© N L



