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PCBs

m Sedzment study from the Hudson Rwer
shows chemicals are not being entombed, as GE.
MBmwmwmdmmmmwm@mmmmmmm

i ByPAULﬂELBAUEl e
Staffwriter . )

T at a “startling” rate, the US."

PCBs are being released from
sediment into the Hudson River

- Environmental Protection

' Agency said Thursday. The as-

- L

.

sessment contradicts claims

5 from the General Electric Co.
. that clean silt deposits are bury- -

ing the chemicals.

The EPA findings, which
agency officials said could
quicken a decision to dredge the
Hudson River, are based on
analysis of 170 sediment samples
taken from the river between

- Fort Edward and Waterford in
" 1994,

Federal officials also voiced,

renewed concern that residents

downriver who often eat Hud-

son River fish may be ingesting
far more PCBs than previously
thought.

“The factthat these PCBsare
so rapidly re-entering the river

i system is startling,” Jeanne Fox,

" ministrator, said in a written .
statement. “Given what we °

EPAs New York regional ad-

_ know about the health risks of
. eating contaminated fish, this

: turb

mformatzon is even smore d:s-

Analyzmg the sediment sam-

* ples, EPA scientists discovered
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that 30 percent of the PCBs that
were found in Hudson sediment

" in.1984 have since escaped into

the water instead of breaking
down or being buried, the EPA
said. Moreover, most of the

PCBs in the 2-foot-decp sample

cores were lJocated in the top 9

“inches, not in the deeper, older

strata of the river bottom.

Protection Agency ‘measured A
levels in the upper Hudson River
beétween Fort Edward and Waterford

in 1994, Results of 170 samples . .

were compared to state Departmam o
of Enviropmental Conservati ’
from 1984 ;

The new information could .
prompt the agency to accelerare
its decision whether w dredge
sediment from areas of hxgh
PCB concentration. - a

“We can't -ignore whnt we ;-
have learned at this point,” said ,
said Doug Tomchuk, who heads #-
EPAs Hudson River analytical -
mm.“'l'hnsgetsuscloserwthe Le!
idea that an action might be :

. mecessary.” S

On Thursday, GE m;ecued

the EPA study. In a rwo-page
statement, it accused the agency -
Please see PCBAS »
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f “moving toward a preordained,
pehtmally motivated dredging solu-

g(; " The company has repeatedly .
s{oted that PCB levels in many types
t¥ fish and sediment in the Hudson
s & able human carcinogen. GE legally.

. PCBs, or polychlotinated biphe-

‘nyls, an industrial chemical used for

decades as insulation in electric
transformers, have been found to

cause cancer in animals. The federal -
" government considers them a prob-.

l\‘ve dropped over the years..
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PCB: Fedssay chemicals movmg
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discharged mote than a half-mllhoh
pounds of the chemical from plants
in Hudson Falls and Fort Edward. -
. Thursday’s findings were partofa
complex eight-year reassessment by
the EPA to determine whether
dredging the Hudson to remove

" PCBs, which were banned by feder- -
A bbb s shaion b 3 o) government in 1976, GE, which is

liable for the cost of dredging

should the EPA order it, has bitterly -

{contested the agency’s findings and

: 0 its data-gathering methods.

‘ the nver in that reglon

t " The EPA announced its findings
Qat 2 news conference, closed to GE
jofficials, at the Desmond. Tomchuk

‘emphasized that the EPA has not

ireached a decision on the question
:of dredging. But he said the primary
‘source of the Hudson’s PCBs is a
Jarge patch of sediment south of

"GE's now-closed plant site in Fort -

'Edward, known as the Thompson
‘Istand Pool,

Z That pool i is the best known of the i

'40 “hot spots,” or areas of high PCB
‘coneentration, in the river between
:Fort Edward and the southern np of
:Manhattan,

i Fox said that the EPA will decide
‘sometime this fall if it will move. :

‘much more swiftly than previously

anticipated to stem the flow of PCBs

from sediment to water.

Tomchuk said if dredging occurs. R

the agency wouldl only use landfills
far removed from the river's upstate
communities in which to deposit the

silt. Many upstate farming commu- -

nities worry that the EPA would
deposxt toxic sludge dredged from'
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decisionnotto dredge Hudson
vaer sedrmem to remove thes

Anoily chemical substance used

fordecadesas insulation in electrical
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DOUG ‘I’OMCHUK. project manageb

of the federal Environmental ~ -+

Protection Agency Hudson River +.".
PCB project, answers questions. .

Thursday in Colonie, , L
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creating “hotspots” in the river. GE :
hasstopped mostof the leakage and

probably huttpeople expmd
- them, GE does !\OLGEbelleVCS

onhow, andtowhatextent,PCBg ;
affect people. Many scientific:

* stdieshave shown PCBsto oy
" eancer in laboratory animals.;

Reportshavealsolinked the
chemicals toimpaired growthan




