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- PCBs: GE mops up PCBs near old mill site
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from eating fah that have socumu- | hecsnse they are only beginning o address a huge,
fishing in the river between Hudson | g problem they crested thwough negligence.”

Fallaand Troy since 1976. is that contamination levels in fish
The daone under state and N decressed in the last survey. The
foderal Superfund guidelines, —&m Barclay . department is meeting with the com-
soemed to be maki i Hudeon Pivar Sioop Clearweled Loy this week to prescribe further

the PCB levels in fish tripled be- diati R
tween: 1991 and 1992, The focus then Meanwhile, EnCon conti to
i had jsabigcradk inthe rock that weean  hold 2 hammer over GE's boad. The

gate and piles of construction  be ane or more large fractures allow, 1976 agreement that protected the

d : ing the PCBs to fow downward, company from Liability for Hudson
sures in the earth. Some found its  During the summmer, the river was  since it says the ooae is more driven  River PCB pollution and limited
way ino water flowing intothe Allen  diverted. About 3,000 tons of debria by gravity than water. Safar, GEhas  further discharge of the chemical. If
Mill. At some point the wooden gate  were removed and millions of gullons  drilled about 85 feet below the sur-  GE has viclated that pact, it could be
~— & youghly 20-by-20-foot structure  of water were pumped into a tempo~  face, Demick said, and EnCon wants  foroed to pay millions of dollars in
holding back about four feet of sedi- Tary treatment plant on the cif GE to go 40 foet doeper into the fines and the state could compel a
o th the plant site cleanup of the river itself, sxonting

i to EnCon.

Tiver, the lower . Lanshan said GE has spent $35 1 think the 76 sgreement will
T “We think this is the most signifi-  They thought they made » great  million on the separste Hudson Falls  becorne & bigger issue at the point
cant source of PCBs in the river,”  deal of progress until, in June, work-  plant cleanup since 1992, installing Where what needs to be done with
Lanahan said on 2 recent tour of the  erg. discovered PCB ooze bubbling up  ground water monitoring wells, the river comes np,” said Ann DeBar-
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them Lanshan stresesd than GE is not
s taking & GE critics say that until the com- finished. Next. year's step, he said,
the mill. Cleanup workers were also  wait-and-sec stance on the eflactive-  pany seriously sttacks the under- Will be a waste-water trestment
dressed ionally don- ground problem and investigates the  plant on the site to treat the contami-

ning stefile white jumpsuits while Ancther major ohetacle is the riverbed below the mill, the efforta  nants pumped from the ground.
walling ground under the GE plant. It s  are just Band-Aid remedies. The At the southern end of the upper
; W% bk ; way,” or channel, that once directed  riven with pipes and probably aided  source of the fiow inlo the Allen Mill  recewny, he paused o point out &
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- — ment of Environmental Conserva- hh’l'l;m d:; will 'Yasdn-itehubb“:\mv over & 30-foot embankment.

G project manager Peter Lanahan points 10 8 formes wates racoway in e okd Alen Ml in Hudson Falls where work crews have sought o keep tion water inspectors weve also tour- on ground, which  ingand, yes, ther's beennome clean- w1y 0y oy 1) sive you an ides — not
PGB frorm oozing o the Hudson River. ing the site, the up seid Bridget Barclay. environ 15 say we didnt put PCBs in the
“We're looking deeper under the  Sloop Cloarwater, the most visusl  hves oo e T vy
ine the i ! group on the PCBs he said, 4
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HUDSON FALLS — On the bottom floor of
the old Allen Mill, not far sbove the rapids of
Bakers Falls, a roited wooden gate leans
forward precariously, marking the source of
&mmmiﬂwﬂnﬂﬁmﬂi\wh

J{;?PCBWM!M Electric Co.,
which is responsible for the cleanup, and the
state scrambling for answers.
Pinning the mess on the Allen Mill was
comparatively easy. Cleaning out the 150
yearold mill, however. has boen one of the

spent $4.5 million on the Allen Mill.

And environmentalists say the mill is only
the tip of the iceberg that i the giant Hudson
Fallscleanup.

PCBs have been tied to nourclogical and
reproductive disorders and cancer. GE used
PCBs as a fire retardant in capacitors in its

" The gate, which stood for decades, was blons for GE.
forced down probably three or four years ago Jmoutiest Hudson Fails plant, which is piwched on a 3
by the river. No one discovered thisuntilmuch ~ “Qur engineers said it was one of the most  ghale cliff overlooking the river. From 1957 to 77016‘1’ Unwion /0/3/"/ 2
later. i ing lex problems they've ever 1975, GE dumped an estimated 1.3 million
worked on,” said Peter Lanahan, manager of Please see PCBs B-S '

By then, levels of polychiorinated biphenyls
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