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PCB study
s running
years late

42 million project
mushrooms to $11M

1 LEE COLEMAN
1zette Reporter

HUDSON FALLS — Federal envi~
fonmental officials said in 1990 that
their reassessment of what to do
about PCBs pollutiog a 40-mile
STreich of the Hudson River would
47" 0 years and cost $2 milliop.

. < years later, the study stili
isn’t done and the cost is projected at

11 million,

The river between Hudson Falls
and Troy is contaminated by thou-
sawuds of tons of polychlorinated bi-

henyls, a suspected carcinogen,
-rom the General Electric Co. capace
Hor plants in Hudson Falls and Fort
Edward. The PCBs migrated after '
¢hey were discharged by the GE
jlants from the late 1940s until the
i 0-1970s.

The federal government declared
4le upper Hudson River PCBs con-

4« ruination a Superfund site in 1988,

7ing the pollution rated high
enotgh to be included on the fund’s
natCfonal priorities list.

Douglas Tomchuk, Environmental
Y atection Agency project manager,
s« d the federally required reassess-

wept of the EPA’s 1984 “no action”
decsion on the wpper Hudson may
Aot sbe done antil late 1995 or early

We underestimated what we
rza [y thought we were getting into.”
. pvmchuk said during a telephone
¢on versation from his office in EPA's
mzj@kCRyHmWthHMQMb
S 1ol
i id federal officials did not
Teulize how complex the gite was and

See EPA, Page B9
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the extensive amount of costly test-
that would be required.

~  Tomchuk said most data on the
“river have been coliected. He said the
Jaformation will be reported by sab-
* pontractors, validated by EPA staff
and released as a five-part site char-
.Acterization report sometime this

" A feasibility study of the site prob-

~ably won’t be issued until the spring *

~of 1995, Tomchuk said.

The final cost of the reassessment
Seill be aimost $9 million over esti-
Joates, be sald.

An EPA decision on the upper Hud-
- 8071 — whether to dredge the PCBsor

~Aeave them in the river or a combina-
»Yion of both ~ isn’t expected until
T Bt o v
“wmental Conservation estimated it
- would cost almost $300 million to

e the PCBs from the upper Bud-
- son in the late 1980s, Under the Su-
4?ﬁmmumnmeuwuxmmhachm»
~up could be passed on {0 GE.

New source
“* Just as the EPA got started with its
,,g:dy, a “new” source of PCBs was
. ered to be elevating the level
~.of PCBs in upper Hudson tiver water
~and iishhikéthI and 1992, a deve:&p;
goent which required additional
Ting and review. -
am, The new sourze was found to be an
-,01d mill near the Hudson Falls GE
“plant. GE is cleaning up the coatami-
nated site unbder a consent order with
the state.
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underestimated

“We think the process

should take as long as

necessary to develop the

science before ‘the EPA

decides what tom." ‘
Deppe

Hudson Falis activist
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Bridget Barclay, environmental

director of the Hudson River Sicop

" og. Eroup bembauarsersa 5 Bongh.

X group in 3

. wkecpsie, said the reassessment delay

.,And the scrapping of two earlier

state-pmposedp river cleanup progetts
~bave had “serious implications.

.. Barclay said people continue to be

. sexposed to PCBs through the con-

“Sumption of fish, even though the
State warns them not to eat the con-

"% The threat of spring floods on the
“.upper Hudson also concerns Bar-

€. y.
- . “PCBs are eroded from hot spots

T.0n an ongoing basis, but high water

,flows in the upper Hudson increase
wthe river's scouring power and make
“Jjhe dispersion of the PCBs more
. likely,” Barelay caid.

She said EPA sampling last ag%
~found significant increases in
JDeing transported downstream from
“PCB “hot spots” as a resalt of
, ~greater-than-usual snow melt and

spring rains.
.. The Hudson River Sloop Clearwa-
fer has been a longtime proponent of
. the PCBs from the river and
i with GE's contention that
the PCBs are biodegrading and
should be left whete they are until
ways of treating them in the river are
completely explored.

Vintimidating EPA?
« Barclay maintains there are two

."yeasons for the delay in reassess.
ment: One is general flaws in the fed.

-

Poughkeepsie Journal
RO ! [ S
§ eral Superfund program and the
g Other is “GE’s aggressive invotve-
intimidati

ment and o of EPA.”

EDIT Barelay refers to William

Greider's book, “Who Wikl Tell The
People” (S8imon & Schuster, 1992), in
which Greider says GE has a special
set of tactics to handle its role as a

“ I * in Su-
e o

Grieder says GE's approach is to
“hang 1;]‘: the liability process in the
tangle of court challenges ...”

“Take full advantage of every
portubity ﬂ: f:mment o Force
government to respond to your com-
ments,” says Grieder in his book,
quoting a top GE lawyer.

M. Peter Lanab:s:, a3 GE spokes-
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man, said be had never heard of -

Grieder's book and took exception to
Barclay’s claims agi.ast GE.

Lapahan said the rcuson GE is ask-
ing the EPA for data in the Hudson
River reassessment is that the com-
pany ig doing its own “several mil-
Tion-dollar analysis” of the river and
&;dynmm of PCBs biodegrada-

“We want to come up with the best
apalysis,” Lanahan said. He said GE
uses the Freedom: of Information Act
to obtain data from EPA,

“T don’t see how that delays any-
ing,” Lanaban said.

‘%e bave provided information to '

the EPA and we want the EPA to
provide us with information so that
the best decision cat be made,” Lan.
ahan suid.

Others not worried

Otder players in the PCBs issue do

not see the reasseasment delay as
especially harmfal to the river or
people.

Ann Hill DeBarbleri, a deputy
commissioner with the state Depart.
ment of Environmental Conserva.
tion, agreed with GE and EPA offi-
cials that the Hudson River site ls a
co[ég:glex one, “far »peyond what they

anticipated.

De&arbiwi said the 40-mile sec
tion is a “very large resource ... a
moving body of water with a large
area of shoreline” She added that
water levels change at different
times of the year, adding to the com-
plexity. o

“Our pormal site s 2 landfill area
where you kaow your source of con-
tamination,” DeBarbleri said. She
said the river site is “extremely atyp-

“We think the process should take
as long as pecessary to develop the

10.10561
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science before the EPA decides whz Phase I veport included information

to do,” said Carl Deppe of Hudson
Falls, presidest of Citizea Laviron-
mentalists Against Sludge Encapsu-

Deppe, whose group includes resi.
dents of’ the Fort Edward-Moreau
area, keeps a close eye oo the EPA

“The EPA is still in the middle of
it, they still don’t have a {scientific
river] model,” said Deppe.

-lation.

that there was sotne upriver source
of PCBs and this has been Jocated.

“We didn't want to get distracted
[by the new sourcel” Tomchuk said.
He said the EPA is letting the state
DEC handie the issue.

Lanahan said since the Allen Mill
containment work was started last
fall, there has been a “buge ” in
PCB levels at certaip times of the
year in the upper Fudson.

CEASE has tong opposed He said the tons of contaminated
for PCBs and b . ng the contami- debris and sediment were removed
nated river sludge in a landfill in from an area 400 feet long, 20 feet
Washington County. wide and about 15 feet deep in the old

mill. He said more cleanup is requit-
Mili cleanup ongoing ed at the old mill and will be done this

GE contractors started removing SPrTing.

contaminated sediment from thenew _Lapahan said GE contractors were

source of PCBs, the abandoned Allen
Mill, last fall apd bad removed 2,100
tons of the sediment through Jazu-
ary, according to . The state
DEC is monitoring the cleanup.~
1'1;1% cogtaminat%d material v::s
placed in barrels and transported toa
licensed hazardous waste disposal
gite, according to GE.
Tomchuk said the discovery of the
new source may even help the EPA
reassessment process. He said the

able to divert the river water that
usually rushes through the oid mill

while the contaminated sediments.

were rernoved. He sald mobe investis
gation of the site ix necessary, includ-
ing a permanent selution to PCBa-
contaminated water that seeps from
the banks of the Hudeon near the GE

lant,
P This water is currently teapped by
& temporary system and removed
from the site for proper trestuient,
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