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ollutant irom actories crushea rvers, ishing industry,
L pollutant — which has contaminated al- ..« Manufactured until’ 1877 by the Mon-
g!;";m:"m : coi 1% most all the river’s fish and wiped out ' santo Co., PCBs — or pquchlorinated bi- .
" One by one slnéé the 19705, th o Hud- most of its commercial fishing industry ~ phenyls — were used to insulate and lubri-"!
con Rivie:"s- ne & serious poll tants have =y 1995. x . cate electrical. components. They have' w
Srtually vanished der an onslaught of s+ “There is nothing -that even comes’. been linked to cancer in animals and birth ;
¥ ontrols and cleanup close to PCBs in terms of the problems it defects in humans. R : D
~ o . causes for the Hudson River,” said . From the late 19408 until 1977, General®: \3\
~3)
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“Now the federal government is taking . Bridget Barclay, a study participant and’ Electric dumped about 1.1 ‘million pounds’
aim at thepgver s last major;: pollution.; the environmental divector for the ‘Hud-~* of PCBs into the Hudson from fact&?es in":
-problem — Bs.. o ~ gon River Sloop Clearwater, an environ-. Hudson Falls and Fort Edward, north of
The . U.S. Environmental Protection mental group based in Poughkeepsie. - % Albany. A
Agency has embarked on & $2 million.  “It is the single biggest pollutant in - The pollutant gettled on the river bot="
gtudy to learn the extent of PCB contami- terms of keeping the striped bass fishery - tom behind a deteriorating dam at Fort:
nation in the river and to determine if . closed, in keeping the American eel fish- Edward. But when the dam was demol-*.
there is a way to eliminateit. - . ery closed and in causing a total ban on ished in 1973, the PCBs dispersed.- i _

B Officials hope to finish the’study by fishing on the 40 miles of river between . ‘ ‘ RS
© s . August 1992 and to.begin cleaning, up the.:. Hudson Falls and Troy.” ... y ' mmmrcnbgetm
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S0, A 40-mile stretch ‘north of the public’s role in the study. hopes that they would consume.
o -'trr_oy. where th? higgxest coric«'a:-j «Jy's starting from square one.” . the PCBs. R .
¢ ° trations were JOURC, was later{s*~  pceording to’ Douglas Tom- '’ The work on part two of the
e {ﬁ‘el‘.’ :“i‘lbée- f°'fc‘%"A“p underchuk, EPA's project manager, project is siated.to start in Au
- the feder “perfund Act. - the study will be divided into gust. - S e
© 4, When the suspectet carcino- three s, - . Third, officials will study and :
R evetreg el sh in 145, - First, researchers will review. ‘evaluate different cleanup meth- ’ 4 : give you a lifetime dose
) ﬁ‘}". saeth A corﬁmgrc_x “cleanup ‘methods, risks 10 the. ods and eliminate those ™~ that- |-+ “When G al Electric water . PCBs,” Pirone said; - -
- fishing on the rlvct o species environmer, 100, iman health, won't work on thedludson. = = . 1 " and stir PCB-laden bottom sed- . *The contamination of
. except shac a made sport fish- “gnd how FCBs spread through’ e choices, Tomehuk said, | ~ : ’ "
L jng illegal in the 40 miles north  ¢he river and accumulate in fish e choices, Tomchu d,
of Troy. - A - fall into three categories: do
: ) . Tomchuk said he expected 0 poching; leave the PCBs in the
' In 1984, EPA — afraid that have a report finished by May. . piver w13 either treat it or cap it
v.0  dredging dwou:id hsth‘-' dthe sedi-% . gecond, scientists will take so it does not spread; or remove
% ments ane SCn them _ownbgver ‘camples of contaminated sedi: . it and treat iton land. = -
Lol ruled that for the time being, ments and perhaps try treating = S . ,
1!+ the safest thing was to do noth- 'We're not pro-dredge, were
LA > ¢ small amounts of it, Tomchuk < v K
. ing. But in 1989, with new dredg- ' gaid. The treatments possibly not a‘ntn-gredge. Rychlenskl
S Ing methods available to stop the chet'nical or biological'would be - sald. “We're just . looking at all
e :%read of sec%im‘elnts, EPA decid- gxperimental S e the options.” _ : . )
: to review its decision. - " . % tomehuk - said he hoped to
The agency has hired TAMS tre;t;\::t,ex%":;?hﬁ asgll\emxtct?: ‘have a final’ report by Augnst

" Consultants of Manhattan - and * chiorine atoms that make 3", part 1992, followed by a recommenda-

.~ Gradient Corp. of Boston to do tion, public: hearings and the
. the study. The agency has also . ?{og:e &g"_’ﬂfg:“;c’ﬂbe;?{;g{,g‘:; design of an actual cleanup plan. :
for(rlne?fsgvler:l groups of cmzex:(s leaving chlorine and biphenyls, - There. is no estimate of the ,vj
h officials to oversee t‘l‘\e work. _ which individually would be easi- cost, which he hopes to convince : : : S . ed
t:grqups‘ met for the first time e to dispose of. A biological General Electric to pay, he said, . . Despite the massive effor:, and economic effects of PCB con-  But, Barclay said, the prob.

ast month in Saratoga Springs. - treatment could involve exposing  1f not, EPA could order the com- Barclay and Rep. Nita LoweY. D. tamination in.the Hudson stretch lems do not outweigh the impory
«“Phis is an enormous, enor- the PCBs to higher levels of bac- -pany to pay. As a last vesort, Harrison, said tke sindy ignered. far beyond the immediate vicini- - tance of the work. -
us undertaking,” said Ann teria and nutrients than they federal Superfund money would .the southern part of the river.  ty of where the dumping 0C- “It's at?solptgly essential thgfﬁ 1
,hlenski. EPA's coordinator of “would encounter in the: river in” beused. : " «The health, environmental. curred,™ Lowey gald. .. i mod they're doing it, ' she said. s
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i«A small ;portion of ‘an:eel
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setiled to the 977 and 1978, ¥
‘miles of river north of Troy, e-,-_-,{hy_??}r;is 1ge't‘ carried. dow
5 But despite living 150 miles . as far as New York Bay.
oot desr L mination's opi-  “That’s why we want, 16 &

orinated biphenyls, which
uspected of causing cancer.
- Pominick  Pirone, ‘a blolo

. Fish pick:up PCBs_through
their gills and by eating co
taminated ‘food they:have fo
ed from the river, he said.’

Two .of :the: Hudson’s most
said popular_fish, striped bass and

.“American -eels,’ contain

<. New York state has bann
commercial “fishing <iof - gtripe
and ' warns:: sport fishermen:
against eating eels d striped
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