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Hedson’s
low water "
levels affect
navigation

Problem also brings
Jish deaths in Stillwater

By ROBINK.COOPER D6~ B..f
Gazelte Reporter R ?.- ? }; ¢ :"! oy

STILLWATER — The owner of the
Duck und Marina sald driving u(l‘;hgﬂ(:;:yu'!'o:zg
Hudson River is getting more difficalt every )‘r’ear
. Rob Goldman; part owner of the Troy recrea-
uqnal and commercial g business, on Tuesda
said navigation is difficult because of silt bujldy
and low water levels on the Hudson and Ch.'tmlf
pl-am Canal, especially between Locks 3 and 4 j
Sul.ll\_l‘vmet atd Mechanicville, "
“This is a political i * G id. *p
become irater:lh:):::?{:ilg'ue' Goldman sutd. “T've
Goldman said the two-mile po i
to Mechanicville is shiallow, oze:lfg:::‘;:li‘t‘)‘:)‘:;tg

The problem gets worse eve

- ) s -
mat[\ said llw blames the state Gan:Iée::pmd Gold

“It's political, so the C; ati i
the issue,” hesaid. ¢ Ganal Corporution kiety

Goldman suid he would like to

. | he | :to see the Hud

::_ :;lgg;ﬁ!ur navugumnal putposes, while the fse‘:i'}
¢ rament decides what ¢
mgr :’CBs from the river. 110 doabout dredy:
e ' U.S. Environmental Protectio i
! A Qa Age

fjchc.dyled (o unveil a Ginal decision in Agg:::(y o‘:
Hn:(?g;mg _hulychlorinated biphenyls from the
! udsqn. Goldiwan said the highly publivized PCB-
¢ ;:; 5:«:;:5 ';q::j has caused the Canal Corp. to

“the dredging issue altoge !
asesulfering as a rfsult. altokether and boaters

“If the Canal Corporation thi i
; nks [uavigation] i

nol 4 problem, it 1 o -
o a prob sai:l'. tey should (ake a boat out ches-

Representatives from the Canal Corp. vould not
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Continued from Page Bl

be reached Tuesday for com-
men(.

Stilwater resident and dep-
uty town clerk Sue Cunningham
of Hudson Avenue, who has
lived on the Hudson far 40
years, said she has never seen
the river as low as it was on Sun-
day.

“The water was so low at one
point that wwo neighborhood
children walked across the en-
tire width of the river near the
Stillwater Blockhouse Museum
and the water pever went above

3 . their waists, she sald.

“It's been low before, but
never that low,” Cunningham
said. *I don't know what hap-
pened, but I'd like to.”

The crossing took place ap~
proximately one-quarter mile
north of Lock 4, where Goldman

Cunningham said her daugh-
ter and granddaughter scooped
up several small fish in buckets,
trying to save them from dying
inthe walerlessriverbed.

Cunaingham sald the river

was practically dry from 9 am. -

until about3 pan. when the level
started to rise. Ny that time, doz-
ens of small bullheads, bass and
sunfish had died and fish cggs
had been out of the water [or
hours, she said.

1t was unclear Tuesday whut
caused Sunday's low-water lev-
el Hudson River water levels
are regulated by the Hudson
River-Black River Regulating
District. But chief engineer Rob
Foltan said the disteict does put
have jurisdiction over arcas of
the river where power plants
moay manipulate water fevels.

The Stillwater Hydroeleclsic
Project plant is located a few

! Low Hu. Ison affects navigatior ).

house and New York Stafe. .
Electric and Gas has a hydso-,

electric plant on the Stillwater- ~
Mechanicville line. Representa- -

tives from those two companies -
could not be reached for com~:.

‘ent Tuesday.

Despite heavy rains in June;
Yoltan said the Hudson water

fevel has been low this year and

ir's decreasing constawily. ‘The

district pumps udditional water”

into the river daily to help main-,

tain levels at the vequired 1,760 .

cubic feet persecond, he said. -

The Water Commission of'*
the Town of Waterford, located .

gix miles north of Mechanicville.

and about nine miles north of -

Stillwater, uses the Hudson to’
provide drinking water to.

12,000 users. e
Bob Horton, the commis«-;

slon's general manager, said the

river level hias been low, but the
walter inlake is in no danger of

beipg affected.

safd-navigation Is the hardest.
r - e

hundred feet north of the Block-
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