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DEC denies request to dredge
Upper Hudson for sediments that;
some officials say block boaters
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A request by the state Canal Corp.
mvigatdonally dredge the PCB.baden Upper
Hu&onfo:drﬁmdmzinmom:hn!ﬂyuyg
hashemeejecrnd because of the coctamination,
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wwps akng the river'sbanks. .
'hmrwdmcb:w’dhk:hacmﬁma
go burnp:bump, bump. Naw, ivs we're scuckand
we iz onoursios,”sad RobGa whocan
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pr non.h of Mechanioville.
SThevillage of Fort Edward hias
; become cut © m the
sest of the rivel. iE:hnﬂnhu.
the village passed 3 resolution in
favor of dredging the chanael for
ravigation, in large part because &
it received a $3 million sure t Iz
grant 0 Yevamp a yache basin it igsheiesh
cannol use. 2
JFort Edward is eccmomlly .
foundering, said Po
regident and the SEgeary of e
wen sChnmberofComm .
~*If we had tour boaws comin
mtwoor:hmmns:wmk | &R
oftscniors we copld really begzn
:Emm:hasmmmmtyzm " %
esaxd.d! "
~Just this.year, as pare of his
bl?dgtt proposal, Gov. George E.
onld proposed” spending $50 &
million more an the sure's 300~
saile-long canal system to boost
tairisn and the economy. -
ACritics argue there's no poiat
m spending ‘millions, ‘especially
e 61-mile-long Charnplain
C:ml when' sediments carzied
by the rive’s fow azc Gilling in
ﬁoin mgdnnver 8
ut as busipesess and cowns nﬁdamrolgumm‘blo, by de campmy’s PCBs. The
ha"ew"l":‘ﬁ u?;:m m&; for the Champlain's dredging  idea, according to. Environmen-
g, b mgm it docomes opuamns from June 1970 . ‘tal Protection’ urean Chief Po-
ol ke e ol 1B " ter Lebiher, was o get  judge o
Gorp. has msintained thag BCBs In 1991, in cotnments filed in -make the company fiable for im-
have nothing w do with Bok "52!° &:&!rm. ”“;:1 pedmg uonmw:upmon
dredging. Officia)s have re; peedrypie uatiatans el umzonment.

, PCB tinred. sedimeno in, the
odly ﬁcd rh::e '1:"8““}‘:”” Hudson River, John M. King, :-“’I‘hcbmnsbmdmthe
ed.Thc oof: noumgl: boar difeéro” of :canal opera socopition’ that ¢
pr wrate: “The PCB contaminatid ﬁomGE'sICBs,xnaddmow

has been noned aviy. sedm ‘have catised (the stive),. awm::ml 1" obéruc~
+ “The enviroamenti] ‘aspecr is nmve ( o

cwed to this wi - nocto comply-wich gur durics in. . tion of favigedon,” said Lelner.

s TORNCCTG, 10 WIS WHAmOT  the, Canal pprmn ‘of . "The mns? for chstrnction for

€8"; said “Terry O'Brien, 2 the Barge Canal. Cantaminated, nmgauouecul ‘be conrdinsted
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P -outin-ovr canal and are ineregs- :
'&.: “froon - Sraeét:anspor::l:o’g . “‘B*V rexricting oor canal.” - Auhe dme, lhePauh:dmm-
entinthe caily 1090, Img‘eocmh: ;e&agimm- isoradon,, 'ﬁ l‘if s#id § u
\Mxenasbedwhy:hzmnl ,;'“‘WS‘ io0e, pocs an 3 Sansp
Goirp. waited unu'l noy ta apply” g:“mdmrbmwh the nves; said Spitser’s “‘” was
fgr mavigadons dradglng per- mplain Capal norch of Troy  prematare,
mits, O’Brien said: “We did not' ~which for the most parcisthe  Thecase was dismissed in scace
want to do anything to inxerfere Hudson ‘River, with some land'  Supreme Court 35 “meritiess”
with the EPA protess. We raoog- cuts = to remove the contami=  Since no pemmits for dredging
nize the 2cut nced for dredging  12nS. About half of what the hed been issued. GE mais
ip the fucure,. buz it's not nccded ! t‘ awigationsl dredging and
ww 73
Yfe;t according g :;vl%x; sfida-
virs from former rprea ! ot .
tmployces obmined by the ‘L iic company has argoed that
Zimes Univon apd filed s parcof 05 oF mz:enzl [rom rhe channel the river'shealth is improved and
au amomey peaeral lawsuit — DO for the pwrposes of - the deanap should focos on the
the General Electric Ca., $0INg the dredges can get up PCEs sl leaking from bepeath
which discharged the PCBs inca  emiver. . - BH“M&"'@WM
 the river, the stite hasn't dredged “Thm; have béen discussions  "The massive, unpreced
the Upper Hudson because of over navigational issues for a  environmental dredging proj
fears that dredping would release Whﬂc." said Doug Tomchuk, the du: EPA proposed dnotbe
PCBs inw the environment and  EPA’S project mamager for the esed from some pesceive
chat there would be exoa comsto  Hudson River, ane of the pa- for navigetonal dradpng,
geerid of the txinted sedimene. tion's largest. Superfund siws. sudGEspokm Behan.
 “Afer 1979, sediments in the  “You can consider the pavigs-  Others back the EPA phn
Champlain CTana] were not Honal dredging proposed as  becsuse it conld hold GE lisble
dredged on ' regular schedule-, boilding an scccss road t clean  for the dredging bill, wheeeas §
hecase of the contuminagon of  up the other sives.” . the state goes ahead, taxpa
sgdimencs in the canal with PCBs But some — m::ludmg wor-  could pay some of the cost

-3 bmew that the cost of dredg- . ney Gepers) Eliot Spimer —  dleaningupGE's pollution.
ing and dxsposnng of PCB-con- * wvuld like GEvo. m&?ﬁm. “Let the EPA inand do jrs
wminated sediments was signifi- oF i re thing. The only alternative is the

candy greater than the cost of agarnst sate or eoneract dredgiog,” sid 10 10427
dredging and dispasing of wn- in 1999, dmmmg ﬂmsnthe stiee Tom Prindle, | cnlgxg’mga'
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