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New York — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency today released its Phase 2 Data

Evaluation and Interpretation Report (DEIR) for the Hudson River PCBs Reassessment.

The information contained in the DEIR, along with the findings of the other five Phase 2 Reports

will give EPA a full portrait of the PCS problem in the upper Hudson River. The report released

today must be viewed as one component of the entire study. No conclusions regarding a remedy

should or will be based on this report alone.

The conclusions presented in the Data Evaluation and Interpretation Report are based primarily

on direct geochemical analyses of the data, using conceptual models of PCB transport and

environmental chemistry, and will be complemented and verified to the extent possible by

additional analysis via a computer simulation. The analyses presented in the Data Evaluation and

Interpretation Report lead to four major conclusions:

1. The area upstream of the Thompson Island Dam represents the primary
source of PCBs in the freshwater Hudson. This area includes the GE Hudson Falls
and Ft. Edward facilities, the Remnant Deposit area and the sediments of the
Thompson Island Pool;
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2. The PCB load from the Thompson Island Pool (TIP) has a readily identifiable
homologue pattern ("fingerprint"). The PCBs present in the water column from the
Thompson Island Dam to Kingston during low flow are dominated by the TIP
"fingerprint";

3. The PCB load from the Thompson Island Pool originates from the sediments
within the Thompson Island Pool, and,

4. PCBs in sediment are not significantly naturally "remediated" via dechlorination.
The extent of dechlorination is limited, typically resulting in less than 10 percent
loss from the original concentrations.

The Data Evaluation and Interpretation Report (DEIR) is the third of six volumes that make up

the full Phase 2 Report. Prior to the DEIR, EPA released the Phase 2 Database Report in

November 1995 (the data itself is available on CD-ROM) and the Preliminary Model Calibration

Report in October 1996. Still to be released are the Baseline Modeling Report; the Human Health

Risk Assessment and the Ecological Risk Assessment.

EPA will hold a Joint Liaison Group meeting to discuss the Data Evaluation and Interpretation

Report on Wednesday, February 19,1997 at 7:30 p.m., at the Marriott Hotel, located at 189 Wolf

Road in Albany, New York.

The Phase 2 Data Evaluation and Interpretation Report is available for public review at the
/

information repositories listed in the attachment. Public comments on the report should be sent

to EPA by close of business April 11, 1997, to the attention of Doug Tomchuk, Remedial

Project Manager, U.S. EPA, 290 Broadway, 20th floor, New York, NY 10007, art: DEIR

Comments.
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Information Repositories for EPA's Hudson River PCBs Reassessment

Adriance Memorial Library
93 Market Street ~
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Saratoga Springs Public Library
49 Henry Street
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

White Plains Public Library
100 Marline Ave.
White Plains, NY

Cornell Cooperative Extension
NY Sea Grant Office
Kingston, NY 12401

Ossining Public Library
53 CrotonAve.
Ossining, NY 10562

Catskill Public Library
1 Franklin St.
Catskill, NY 12414

Crandall Library
City Park
Glens Falls, NY 12801

Saratoga County EMC
50 West High Street
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

NYSDEC
Div. Haz. Waste Remediation
50 Wolf Rd.
Albany, NY 12233

Troy Public Library
100 Second St.
Troy, NY 12180

Washington Cty. Office Bldg.
Upper Broadway
Ft. Edward, NY 12828

New York State Library
CEC Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY 12230
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