
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 2

290 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866

'«<* "

SEP 3 1997
JeanD. Casey
Town Clerk
Town of Saratoga .
104 Chapman Hill Road
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Dear Ms. Casey: /

This is in response to your letters of July 14,1997 to EPA Administrator Carol Browner and
EPA Region 2 Administrator Jeanne M. Fox, regarding the Hudson River PCBs site. Your
letters forward a copy of a recent Resolution by the Town of Saratoga in which the Town
expresses its opposition to any remediation measures for the site that involve the dredging of
PCB-conuaminated sediments from the Hudson River and the disposal of those sediments in a

'.landfill..-.- " " " . " ' " " ••-••-••- - - - - - - - . - . - - • . , , . - : - . . - ; , - . - . - . . • - . , - - . , - - - . - . - . . , . . . . - . .

EPA is aware of the concerns of a number of members of the Upper Hudson River community
associated with potential dredging of PCB-contaminated sediments from the Upper Hudson
River. As you know, Er A has not yet determined whether it will be appropriate or necessary to
dredge Hudson River sediments in order to address PCB contamination in the Upper Hudson
River. Such a decision will be made only after EPA completes its Reassessment study of the
Hudson River PCBs site which, when completed, will include a detailed characterization of the
PCB contamination in the Upper Hudson River and the risks associated with that contamination.

' EPA alsoTvill prepare and release for public comment a Feasibility-Study hrwhich the Agency
will evaluate several remedial options for the River sediments, including "no-action" and various
dredging alternatives. "Community acceptance" is one of the criteria that must be considered by

. EPA when the Agency ultimately makes a remedial decision for the Upper Hudson River
sediments and, while EPA cannot sacrifice protection of human health and the environment in
favor of community acceptance, public comments can play a significant role in EPA's ultimate
remedial decision. ,

In March 1996, EPA staff made a presentation to the Washington County Board of Supervisors
on the Hudson River PCBs Reassessment study, EPA is willing to make additional presentations
to the Board of Supervisors, or a similar group, to keep you informed of the findings of the
Reassessment. Please contact Ann Rychlenski at (212) 637-3672 if you wish to arrange for such
abriefing. . "-

Sincerely yours,

Richard L. Caspe, Director
Emergency and Remedial Response Division

Ftocyclectttocyctabl* • Printed with Vegetable OH Based Inks on Recycled Paper (40% Poslconsumer) 10.5598



cc: John Cahill, Commissioner NYSDEC
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan
Senator Alphonse D'Amato
Congressman Gerald B. Solomon
Governor George Eataki
NYS Senator Ronald B. Stafford
NYS Assemblyman Bobby D'Andrea
NYS Assemblywoman Elizabeth Little
NYS Assemblyman Richard L. Brodsky
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New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Environmental Quality
Route 86 - PO Box 296
Ray Brook, NY 12977 - 0296

1518) 897-1241
(518) 897-1245 (Fax)

John P. Cahill
Commissioner

August 7,1997

Mr. Robert F. Hall, Supervisor
Town of Saratoga
104 Chapman Hill Road
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Dear Mr. Hall:

Commissioner Cahill asked me to respond to the Board regarding their resolution in "Opposition to
the Dredging of the Hudson River" dated July 14,1997, as forwarded to him by Town Clerk Jean D. Casey.

The Department wishes to thank the Board for its continued concern, input and involvement in
reaching final resolution on this long standing and damaging contamination of one of the State's most
treasured resources, the Hudson River.

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is charged with the decision to dredge or
not to dredge, albeit with our concurrence. At this time no decision has been made by EPA and it will be about
two years before a decision is issued. The public is, and will continue to be, incorporated in EPA's decision
making process so as to achieve a balanced solution by taking into account their perspectives, knowledge,
and values. A decision by EPA will be preceded by the release of a preferred remedy (i.e., proposed decision)
followed by a formal period of public comment. The intent of public participation is to accommodate the
legitimate interests of individuals and groups that are truly representative of the effected community.

The decisions EPA must eventually make for the Hudson River may be among, if not, their most
complex for any site across the United States. Thereby the input of the Board will help them to craft the best
possible solution.

Again, I wish to thank the Board for its concern, input and involvement in finding the best solution for
addressing the PCB contamination in the Hudson River.

Sincerely,

WWL:DLS:krs
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Mr. Robert F. Hall, Supervisor -2- August?, 1997

be: - *-O. Tomchuk, USEPA
S. Buchanan
M. OToole
W. Demick
D. Steenberge
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R E S O L U T I O N

IN OPPOSITION TO THE PREPGING OF THE HUPSON R l f E R

W H E R E A S : the. U.S. Env4.fLonme.nta.JLPfLote.ct4.on agzncy iA fLZaAAZAAing the.
dzc4.A4.on oft 1984 not to dfLzdgz the, uppzfL Hudson RivzfL to
fLZmovz bu.fL4.zd Azdimznt containing PCS '4, and

WHEREAS, thz EPA ha* fLZCzntly fizlzaAzd a fLZpofit that AuggzAtA tkz
Agzncy may bz pn.zpan.ing to ft.zvzn.AZ itA dzciAion and oitdzn.
dfLZdging and a PCB landfill in on, aft.ou.nd thz town o£ f o f t t
Edwan.d,and

WhzfLZaA, PCB land^illA havz bzzn tui4.cz pn.opoAzd {ofL agricultural
pn.opzn.tizA in thz town of, ft. Edward and havz not gonn, {ofL-
wan.d due to AtfLong oppoA4.t-Lon fifLom thz C4.t4.zznA o& ¥t. Edward
and thz Au.fLfLOu.nd4.ng commu.n4.t4.ZA , and

WHEREAS, ft PCB dfLzdgz and tand^U pfLOj'zct would havz A4.gn4.{4.cant Jtong
tzn.m advzfLAZ znv4.fLOnmzntaJL,zcomon-Lc and AOC4.a£ conAzqaznczA

att HadAon $.4.vzfL c.ommu.n.4.t£z& , <Lnctu.d4.nQ thz town o^ Sa-iatoga,
^zct4.ng thz aafL<Lcatitu.fLa.t 4.ndu.Atfiy and thz qu.a£<Lty

pfLZAZntJcy znjoyzd <in thz an.za.and

WHEREAS, a PCB ditzdaz and tandfctt pfiojzct would advzfLAZty a£{zct .''.:. '
land valazA through*, mt thz uppzn. Hudson fLZQ-Lon and d<LACou.fLagz
pfL<Lvatz 4.nvzAtmznt that might tzad to cfLZat<ion o£ nzw jobA,and

WHEREAS, a PC3 dtizdaz and lan ;.{<M pfLoJzct wo^utd d4.Afiu.pt normal itzctLZa-
t<Lonat U.AZ o$ thz A.. veA and jzopafLd<Lzz public and pfL<Lvatz
-LnvzAtmzntA -tri fL<Lvzfi ftzlatzd amzn<it<izA a^zcting thz znt<Ln.z
Uppzn. HudAon fLZg<Lon, and

WHEREAS, thz town boaitd o$ thz town o$ Saratoga ^JindA that thzfLZ 4.A no
dzmonAtfiatzd znvifionmzntal bznzfiit to a dfLzdgz and landfill
on thz HudAon R<LvzfL and many anmiit-Lgatzdf.long-tzfLm nzgativz
znv4.fLonmzntal,zc~nom<Lc and Aoc<Lal conAzquznczA a^zcting thz
znt<ifLZ n.za<Lon, and now

THEREFORE BE IT KESOLVEV, that thz town boatid o£ thz town 0$ Saratoga
<Ln conczfLt with thz ft. Edwafid town boan.d,hzfLzby zxpfLZAAZA itA
oppoAition to HudAon RivzfL fLZmzdiation mzaAuttZA that involvz
dfLzdgz and landfill z&fiofLtA o$ any kind and hztzby tfLanAmitA
noticz o(f Auch oppoAition,in waiting, to thz EPA. A.dminiAt<iatofL
CafLol BfLOtvnzfi; Kzgion II USEPA /(dminiAtfLatofL Jzannz M. Fox;
US SznatofL Vanizl Patrick Moynihan; US SznatofL Al^onAZ V'Amato;
US KzpfLZAzntativz Gznald B. So£omon;Ni' GovzknofL Gzon.gz E. Pataki;
Acting NVS E nv ifLO nm zntal CommiAAionzn. John Cahill;NVS SznatofL
JoAZph L. BfLuno and Wys AAAzmblyman RobzfLt V'AndfLZa.

RzAolution duly adoptzd by unanimouA votz
at thz July 14 mzzting o£ thz town boafid.

thz Saratoga town boand

SupzfLviAoti Robzttt F, ffall
CouncilmanA KobzfLt Swafitwout,BfLUCz CofLnzll Uichazl McLotighlin.

v Jzan P. CaAzy
Town ClzfLk
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