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. JeanD. Casey
- Town Clerk
Town of Saratoga
104 Chapman Hill Road

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 N

' ’:Thxs isin response to your letters of July 14 1997 to EPA Admxmstrator Carol Browner and

EPA Region 2 Administrator Jeanne M. Fox, regardmg the Hudson River PCBs site. Your
letters forward a copy of a rccent Resolution by the Town of Saratoga in which the Town

~ expresses its opposition to any remediation measures for the site that involve the dredging of -

PCB-comammated sedlmems from the Hudson RIVCI‘ and the dlsposal of those sedlments in a LT : ‘

 landfill.

EPA is aware of the concerns of a number of members of the Upper Hudson River community -

associated with potential dredging of PCB-contaminated sediments from the Upper Hudson ‘
River. As you know, ET A has not yet determined whether it will be appropriate or necessary to
dredge Hudson River sediments in order to address PCB contamination in the Upper Hudson
River. Such a decision will be made only after EPA completes its Reassessment study of the
Hudson River PCBs site which, when completed, will include a detailed characterization of the

 PCB contamination in the Upper Hudson River and the risks associated with that contamination. © i
~ EPA also will prepare and release for public comment a Feasibility- Study in-which the: Agency

will evaluate several remedial options for the River sediments, including “no-action” and various ’} c

- dredging alternatives. “Community acceptance” is one of the criteria that must be considered by

. EPA when the Agency ultimately makes a remedial decision for the Upper Hudson River

- sediments and, while EPA cannot sacrifice protection of human health and the environment in -

* favor of community acceptance, pubhc comments can play a s:gmﬁcant role in EPA’s ultlmate
remedial decxsxon :

" InMarch 1996, EPA staff made epfesentatxon to the Washington County Board ofsoperwsors s

*on the Hudson River PCBs Reassessment study. EPA is willing to make additional presentations |

 to the Board of Supervisors, or a similar group, to keep you informed of the findings of the =~ -
Reassessment. Please contact Ann Rychlenskl at (212) 63 7-3672 if you w1sh to arrange for such o
a bneﬁng o L o

Smcerely yours, |

'R1c:hardL Caspe, Director -

_ Emergency and Remedlal Response va1s1on
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John Cahill, Corﬁmis_sionef NYSDEC
. ‘Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan

Senator Alphonse D’Amato .
Congressman Gerald B. Solomon .~ -
Governor George Pataki '

~ NYS Senator Ronald B. Staff»ord‘: e
NYS Assemblyman Bobby D’Andrea

NYS Assemblywoman Elizabeth Little

~ NYS Assemblyman Richard L. Brodsky
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- New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

Einvironmental Quality
Route 86 - PO Box 296
Ray Brook, NY 12977 - 0296

A
L
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7(518) 897-1241
(518) 897-1245 (Fax)
John P. Cahill
Commissioner

August 7, 1997

Mr. Robert F. Hall, Supervisor
Town of Saratoga

104 Chapman Hill Road
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Dear Mr. Hall:

Commissioner Cahill asked me to respond to the Board regarding their resolution in *Opposition to
the Dredging of the Hudson River” dated July 14, 1997, as forwarded to him by Town Clerk Jean D. Casey.

The Department wishes to thank the Board for its continued concern, input and involvement in
reaching final resolution on this long standing and damaging contamination of one of the State's most
P treasured resources, the Hudson River.

" " The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is charged with the decision to dredge or
not to dredge, albeit with our concurrence. At this time no decision has been made by EPA and it will be about
two years before a decision is issued. The public is, and will continue to be, incorporated in EPA’s decision
making process so as to achieve a balanced solution by taking into account their perspectives, knowledge,
and values. A decision by EPA will be preceded by the release of a preferred remedy (i.e., proposed decision)
followed by a formal period of public comment. The intent of public participation is to accommodate the
legitimate interests of individuals and groups that are truly representative of the effected community.

The decisions EPA must eventually make for the Hudson River may be among, if not, their most
complex for any site across the United States. Thereby the input of the Board will help them to craft the best
possible solution.

Again, | wish to thank the Board for its concem, input and involvement in finding the best solution for
addressing the PCB contamination in the Hudson River. '

Sincerely,

iy ¥y Lavigne, P.E. T
. _a!Engi_neer N '

WWL:DLS:krs -
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~ Mr. Robert F. Hall, Supervisor

be: - «D. Tomchuk, USEPA
S. Buchanan
M. O'Toole
W. Demick
D. Steenberge

August 7, 1997
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RESOLUTION

IN OPPOSITION TO THE DREDGING OF THE HUDSON RIVER

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS,

Whereas,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the U.S8. Envinormental Protection agency {4 nreassessing the
decision of 1984 not Zo drnedge the upper Hudson Riven Zo
nemove bunied sediment contfaining PCB's, and

the EPA has necently neleased a nepont that suggests the
Agency may be prepaning to revense Ats decision and ornden
drnedging and a PCB Landf{ifL in on around the town of Foat
Edwand, and ’

PCB Land{illfs have been twice proposed for agricultural
propenties in the Zown of Fi. Edward and have not gonn for-
wand due fo stnong opposition from the citizens of Ft. Edward
and the sunrounding communities,and .

¢ PCB dredge and Landfiff project would have significant Long
Zenm advense envinonmental,ecomonic and social consequences

for alf Hudson Riven communities,including the town of Saraioga,
especially affecting Lhe agrniculturnal industry and the quality
of Life presently enjoyed in the area.and

a PCB dredge and Landfill profect woufd adversely affect . .°
Land values throughrut the uppern Hudson negion and discourage
private investment that might Lead o creation of new jobs,and

a PCB drnedge and Lan!{ilL profect would disnupt normal hrecrea-
Zional use of the n.ver and jeopardize public and private
Anvestments iR ndiven related amenities affecting the entire
Upper Hudson region, and

the town board of the town of Saratoga finds that there is no
demonstrated environmental benefit to a dredge and Landfill
on the Hudson Rivesa and many unmitigatedilong-ferm negative
envinonmental,economic and social consequences affecting the
entine negdion, and now

THEREFORE BE TT RESOLVED, that the Zown boand of the town of Saratoga

in concent with the Ft. Edwanrd town boand,herneby expresses Lits
opposition to Hudson Riven nemediation measunes that involve
dredge and Landfilf effonts of any kind and hereby transmits
notice of asuch opposition,in wrniting,to the EPA Administraton
Carnof Browner; Regdlon 11 USEPA Administraton Jeanne M. Fox;

Us Senaton Dandiel Patrick Moynihan; US Senafor AlLfonse D'Amato;
US Representative Gerafd B. SolLomon;NY Governon Geonge E. Pataki;
Acting NYS Environmental Commissionen John Cahifl;NVYS Senator
Joseph L. Bruno and NYS AssembLyman Robent D'Andrea.

Resolution duly adopted by unanimous vote of the Sasatoga town board
at the July 14 meeting of the town boanrd.

Supenvison Robent ¥, Hall .
Councifmans Robert Swanitwout,Bauce Cornellf £ Michaef Mcloughlin.

Q;WHJ b Careg—
Jean P, Casey .
Town CLexrk

Voie A
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